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TO 

WiLLIAxM HOf}COE, Esq. . 

LtTfEK J. 

Sir, 

= .. .)», prnij'hlct, published 

w’lhin these 'fiw '’ays, under the title of 
*' "■’'itiiideratior. on the Causes, Objects, 
t.ud Consequences of the picseiit War, 

“ and on'the Expediency, or (he Danger, 

" of a Peace vjth France," having fallen 
into my hands, and appealing to to ex¬ 
press sentiments and opinions, whicl if ge¬ 
nerally adopteil, would be greatly mischiev¬ 
ous to the country, I thin >’t my duty to 
make some observations i i ; and, as 
sou hove evidently pointed at me, in sdt'eral 
p.irS.j.’v;;-the pampiilet, no\ipology will, 1 
presume, be thought necessa.'v for my ad¬ 
dressing myself, in this case, more im ne- 
diately to you, ’ 

' W hen one is told of the publication of a 
book, or paper, the first question which in- 
variablyi"{)resents itself is: “ What is it 
" about r ’ Your pamphlet is, to be sure, 
-about war,and peape; but, .Sir, it is about so 
many ujlner things as well as war and oeace> j 
ilusters upon so many diftL’.-^nt subjects; It 
contains so 'many opinions unsupported by 
reasoning, and so many asset lions unsupport¬ 
ed by proof, that, to answer yon upon every 
point would ictjuire a lohime of no mode¬ 
rate size. If I were asked, howe\fcr, what 
appears to roe to be the object, which you 
base had in view,’iu wiitiug and p’lblisiiing 
' this pamphlet, J should answer, that youi 
main practical object evidently is, to induce 
the people, especially thonc* of the manufac¬ 
turing districts, to finite m {vtitions for 
peace ; und, that your reason for this is, 
that the war, if ooiuiniit'd much fongcr, will 
produce finantipi^embnrras.sments, such as 
those whid) led to the overthrow of the mo¬ 
narchy of France, whilf, on the other hand, 
there exists, ih reality, nofie of those dan¬ 
gers, which I, amongst other persons, ap- 
pcebend from a ptMce, made at tins time, 
^and Wving ISfapoleon in full possession oli 
»)\ the ports and naval arsenals of the contij 
pet^t s>( Eutoix'. * 

.If jiou bad confined yoiJVself to this one 
*' ;t,' to have auiiwereci^on would haye 
' j^tkplatui straight'forwasii'worlc; 


.‘s, so injurious toa**tate, as the luxur«j« jyid coirup- 
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der the pretence of show ing. tliat the war 
has now no lational object, you hav'c eppo 
inti a histoiy (a very paitial ope.i>j!ftS6d)* of 
the allcdged objects of both the laSt and the 
present war, not only at tlteir outset, but al¬ 
so at the several stages of iheir progress. 
Not content with this, w Inch has nothing ac 
all to do with the question of peace or war 
wow 'p you liave given us a history of the 
warl Icc operations, interspersed with discus- 
sic -IS upon points of public law and of pi-titi- 
cal economy; with descriptions of the cha¬ 
racters of public men ; and with a delioed- 
•tion of the views and motives of political 
p.utics. To follow you through all the,* 
topics, a sentence of statement demanding, 
in general, a page of answer, is a (ask too 
seiinus to be thought of; and jet it K, on 
the other hand, by no means pleasanf to suf¬ 
fer any pait of your pamphlet, from the sen¬ 
timents or assertions of which I dissent, to 
pass olF under a silence, which might ver^ 
reasonably be inteipitted into an assent. Ja 
this dilemma the cours'^', which appeiu's to 
me the best to be put>tV’d is (his : to reseive, 
for a future letter, all the 'iigi'e'-aive topics of 
your pamphlet, and to e\amin(j now mto 
(he natuie tyoui sta(cni('nts and opinions, 

I With^ respect to lh6>real original c\mse of 
the present war between England and 
France: If. With respect to the breaking 
off of the negociation in ISOtl, and the views 
then manifestCvl by Napoleon; III. 'Viih 
respect to (he relative siiuation of the two 
countries, supposing peace to be now' made, 
leaving all the ports and naval arsenals upon 
the conlinent of'Europe i..i"the haffds, qr 
uiuier the acknow'Icdgcd controul, of our 
enemy. 

But, first of all, I think it necessary to 
state to you mv reasons for difl’cring'vcry 
widely indeed fiom«ycm, as to the pudency 
of U’ar in general/ which I perceive you to 
con>ider as a pure. unmixedmV; and which 
I consider hs being, not only ueces<:ry, as it 
notoriously is, in many case.s, in the present 
state of the world, but aUwjps cunducivp to 
the elevation of human natyre. to the gene#*' 
ral happiness of mankind, and, of cs^urse, as 
being.a good, though, like the greater part c;f* 
other good tbingsanot unmixed with evil. I 
am aware pf the force uf habi^ and men aio 
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in the habit of talUin^ as yoy do, of the 
horrors of war;” Ift^I can safely defy 
you, and all the “ philanthropists” now in 
existence, to prove, that there is, as the 
consequence of u ar, any thinAa millionth 
part so^hprrid as a sight the' interior of 
those receptacles of dis^is^ and of ini'.iiny 
which are tenanted tlnongh i,'ie influence of 
that luxury, winch it is the natural tendency 
of war to abridge, and wliich can be com- 
jjtetelyLdfstroyed only by war. That war 
makes afpart of the great scheme of the Cre- 
alor is abundantly obvious from the univcisal 
propensity of his cioaturcs; wlio, from man 
himself down totlie lowest reptile, discover, 
the moment tfiey Iiave the powers of moti(jn 
and perception, that to war makes a p^wt of 
their nature as much as to love. Loo?, Sir, 
at all the natural s|)ort3 of clnkheii, and t)f 
young animals of every kind ; you will find, 
that they are only so many .••orts of sham- 
fights. And, if you see, that all God’s cica- 
tures, in the moments of their greatest cn- 
J^ment of life; in those moments when 
they are free from all pain of mind and of 
body j when they are full of health and of 
•pirits; when they are perfectly unrestrain¬ 
ed, and bidden, as it were, to be as happy as 
their natures will permit; if you perceive, 
th 3 t, in such a state, they all, without a sin¬ 
gle exception .-discover a propensity for war, 
will you stilf say, that war is, in itself, and 
for its own sake, a thing hjirrid to contem¬ 
plate ? But, tjiily is to war, to light 
(which is the same thingl a passion natural 
to all the creation; but, it appears to me to 
be necessary to the elevation vf human na¬ 
ture, and to the happniess of nxank’Mul; for, 
if we suppose a state of the w’orld, from 
which war conipl for ever ba- 

•nished, not only is tbcie no longer any u.-e 
for courage, fortitude, emulation, magnani¬ 
mity, and m.iny other ennobling quaiititu,* 
but tho very words describing tliOiC (]ua]ities 
have^io longer any meaning; and, if you 
strip man of those qualities, wli^t i- he,^s to 
this world at least, belter ilian a brute ’ In 
giving to the different classes of men, which 
compose the diftcrent nations of the earth, 
languages so different, ^lat the sounds used 
by the^ne are utterly unintelligible to any of 
the other, the Creator seems to h.i\e said, 

“ be y»n for ever separate and, lierfin is 
implied the necessity of war; for, without 
war it is, I evident, that to preserve 

that separation^v^uld, nnlc.ss the nature* of 
hian w^e prewonsly changed, be quite im¬ 
possible As to w'lsd.om and science, loo, 
w iiere '.vould be th6 nsp of them, if war were# 
banished from tiie earth I'l’he-object of the 
learned hs vA-ll as tlie, brave h'^diftinctio^. J 


The source of disUudlion is publityRility.* 
Public utility, iffter. avcryptle traVng, is 
found to rest at the point of publi#fhfety ; 
and were it ndt fur the occasiontM existence 
of wars, and |'or the continnil possibility olj 
^ their rccurrelce* public safety would be a 
tj, mete sound without sens^L In bl^ manner 
^piitjiotism, loyalty, fidelity under all'iwdif- 
fet cut appearances and in all its different^c- 
grecs, would be obliteiiitcd from the cjta- 
iogue of virtiH^; awd, in short, man would, 
and must, become a stupid, unimpassioiieti 
animal, having uScar^but th^ of ob^jp^ipg 
his food, and no enjoynienf^jfut that of de¬ 
vouring it. 1 ;un not, observe, contending, 
that war, may not, as well as love, be, in 
some casc.s, and even in many cases, pro^it- 
ti\e of mischievous effects; but, if I look 
back into history, or, if I look around me ot 
the present moment, I am compeih’d to cotjg 
chide, that its effects are, in general, the re¬ 
verse. ’I'he Greeks and Romans were re¬ 
nowned lot their science and their freedom, 
but 4 ;int less renowned for those than for 
their wavs; ag,d, vvljich is well 
rciuaik, with their martial spirit*nWy losr 
their love of liberty. TJie two nations of 
modern Kurope/ne most famed for science, 
and, in fact, for iVtH-dom, are- JiraneD-wid 
Kngland; and that they have been the 
Ireiiuently engaged in wars ii a fact too no--' 
torious to be stated. China olfers’ us an ex¬ 
ample of a nalibn living in perpetual peace^ 
and, I believe you will *nfjt den^v that, as * 
complied with,'«i‘Kiirojican, a Chinese is 
hardly wonhf of the name of man. Ne^Iy 
:lie .same may he said of all tlie inhabitanij^, 
of Asia.- wliereunto may be added, that the 
inlenial government of those unwariike 
slalc»»iqd empires is uniformly a pure des- 
‘potisni, the life of every subject being at ihe 
mere twercy of the prim;*;, wliose very plea¬ 
sures do not uufroquently consist of wJi.-it 
we should call acts of deliberate murder, at¬ 
tended with a refinement in cruelty. You, 
bir, make a pathetic ajjpeal to your readers 
upon the horrors of war. “ Were we,” say 
you, '• t(',divesi ourselves for a moment of 
“ that iiritation of mind anti inflexibility of 
" heart, which blinds usto'all the evils and 
“ horrors of war, it would be yTipos.sib)e 
“ that we should not acknowledge the cala*- 
'' milies it introduces, and feel a most sin- 
cere disposition to jefmiiiate them. •If 
“ we turn our eyes to the cuntin'^Bt of Eu- 
" rope, \i hat devastation and slaughter'has 
“ it occasioned, from the confines of Rus.sia 
to the Soutrfrn ejttreraity of Italy. If 
we look to l|gypt or South America, w« 

'f jkUl find the^mc cause for sorrow and 
At/o period of Qciety have the 
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" contras of th| field "been more obstinate, 
“.or at^ded wRli such a pfofuse destrnc- 
“ tion (^lunian life. To the -sufFerings ami 
“ the death*of the thousanAi\^ho have fall- 
en, we are toVld the ii^scryjtnd the ruin 
“ of the tens of thousands fitat smvive 
“ th^, vy|ft> havt^o lament*t)>e death of 
t^jcif'rclative.s, their protectoTs, and their 
friends : and who, amidst grief and hun¬ 
ger and wretchedness, pour forth their 
curses on tljc un.sparinff swo»».l of war, and 
on those who call it in^ action.” The 
principle, upon wliieh youTare proceed .ap¬ 
plies to all wars, under whatever circniu- 
- 'fitances j fijr, it i.s because human misery and 
a cWstruction of huin.tn life have been pro¬ 
duced by iIm; war, in whicli we are now cn- 
gt^ed, th.tt, according to your duclrine, we 
ought to led a sincere disposition to (ermi- 
iBite that war. But, Sir, though war i.s cer¬ 
tainly the immcdi.ite cause of the death of 
many persons, it dtics not follow, that if is, 
for that reason alone, to be held in such ab- 
Iyrrep,/:e, seeing, that first or last, all tiiose 
-’i^K'opjjTMist meet with dcal^ in some shape 
/'^r other. As to tlie wretchedness produced 
by war, you will find it very dilEcult, I be- 
lievj^ to show, by the us’seof dispassion.ife 
reason, that there is much want wdiieii 
arises, or which can ari.se, to any persons re- 
'niaining.ct home, from the death of other 
persons, who arc killed in war, it being pret- 
-Iv evident, I think, that (Jf those wlio are 
personally engagBcl in war, very few indeed 
1 ks*^ 5^ been, previous to* tJn'ji being 'so en¬ 
gaged, the •protectors of their klndreil and^ 
‘friends. That war does, in no\eiy sen-^ible 
degree, tend to eiih.iiue the dealih of pro\ i 
sions has been amplv pinved by reasoning <is 
well as by experiem e; and, llunigb, in 
some countries, the Muldmly willidr.iwingllf 
a groat number ot’h.a.uU Iroiu the field m.i/ 
have the effect of causing a ^caicitv <tf grain j 
yet, in this countrv, im such eficcl is to be 
apprehended} bec.iu o, if a youth be takcti, 
by war, from the pl uegh to d.iy, another, 
who was just ijuitliog ih.‘ plongii for the 
side-board,' takes his jii.iee fo-t«orrow, and 
that, t<x», froiT^ causes firi'.ing out of the w ar. 
A thousand mcn'aie called from the. plough, 

• by the •war, to garrison the forts at Ports- 
mouth } a'thdfisanJ others supply liioir place, 
4^uming, througii variou.s chaiitiels, lV<>m the 
inanufaatories, which have been di'stroyed 
by the war. The same quantity of food is 
raisedthe same number of ])ersons are fed; 
but, iu> the same quantity of manufactures 
are not exported oi made, there is a diminu¬ 
tion iu the importation anfl cre.ation of luxu^ 
xies, and a diminution also in the vices which 
invariably accompany the enjoymeti‘*Jlithose 
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luxuries. Tlifs is one of the general effS 
*of war; and, hence iuis, that war, in som% 
cares, operates to the good of nations. Heme'' 
it is, fh.it the compaiatively barren lands of 
England are /overedVith rich crops, while 
tfie rich lands of Italy scarcely atTorded 
^oread to its ener'.’ated inhabitants. • The 
st.'iteof England :.fi(r4'Vance, compared with 
that of Germany afid Italy, is ,i quite snffi* 
cient proof, that the general and permanent 
clfect of war is not to destroy, or e\en to 
ch(;i,k, the prosperity of ii.'liou8,j;.,,y!|^il3 tlfS 
hiitory of Holland pretty clearly e\ inPes, that 
the moment a nation ceases to be warlike, 
that moment she commences her decline, 
and lias alrctuly made some degree of progress 
on her way to suhjugation. 

Bur, Sir, notwithstanding what has here 
been said, I am not, as you seem to insinuate, 
and a-s the Morning Cliionicle scruples not 
to assert, so much in love with war as to 
think It a pity that there ever should be a 
cessation of hostilities, 'I’o •-peak of war a.s 
i being, in all possible ca.^es, a good, would bq 
I as absurd, as it i.s to s]ieak ot it as an evil, in 

■ all possible eases. I wished to enter upon 
I the discussion with you, relative to the ex- 
; pediency of a tieacc, at this time, with 
j Fr.iuce, without h.iving ag.iin.st me, from 
' thi beginning to tlio etnl. the weight of that 
I prejudice, wiiich you ln\e «o earefiilly chc- 
! fished, til it war is, iu itself a [>;:re, uumixed 
I evdj a thing, in ail ca.'es, to be held in ab- 

■ liorrenco, .ind, *f coiv'sc, to be, at*all times, 

' gotten rid of as ioon as pVisMble, without 

null'll, or, poi'h.'iis, any, con>ideration as to 
' the term-;. »^iiil, if I b.nc been so fortunate 
I as to reqiovijtlii.s pieiislice iVoni the minds of 
I my uaJers, 1 h..vc ni't m'jcb .ipprelionsiotx 
j ns tt. their il'icision upon tiie point', to be dis- 
1 cussed 

I I //V//t i to tJu'real orio};;n! muse' 

j «o/' l/ic /)i,i\'i;l h"tr letwcn Ijt 'Uind and 

■ J'Vanrr, voii allow , Sir, that there were eer- 
I tain ‘‘ impediments” relating to tlie evacna- 
j fiiiii ol'Holland by the ['Veneb troopsfand of 
I tb* island*of Malta by the English; but, 

that the chief *caU'C of the war, was, the 
writings ami publications of certain “ im- 
priint/fiid" individuals in England, who 
found an intere.si'in the revival of the war. 
Yon complain of the conduct of the E'rench 
emiginnls, in this respect, and tlien you tell 
us, that “ another, and still more fonnida- 
“ ble p.aity” [of those enemies to peace3 
i' coiisisicd of the imiumerable b.uids of 
“ j(ji.trnali'ts and hireling wnteis, wluVtqeif'* 
“ upon the creiinbfy and faitertupoii the. 
“ c.al.'imities of a iiatiouj men who flourish. 

“ most in the midst of tumult; to whom 
“ the disasters of the eounjry are as valua- - 
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' ble as lier triumphs, a destrbctiv’e battle as 
" a t ich liarvest, and a new war as a free-* 

" hold e.state.. .Their reiterated cla- 

” moiirs,” you tell ns, “ appeared like the 
*' public voice. Scarcely wi^e the prelimi- 
** n.aries of the iicaly coiicluded, than" [ah 
odd so*t of Kuolidi, this]/“ new grounds ot^ 

“ war were rliscovcrct^ * S.By the.se' 

" means the conibustihkS were prepared tor 
“ a new explosion.” And this. Sir, is, in 
another part of your pamphlet, whal you call 
^ h»ls«i; shown (li.'t the present war was in- 
" stigi'.cd b/a tew intore.sted and unprinci- 
" pled individuals.” This representation of 
yours, Sir, is not true; auJ, as you have, 
Iren, your frcqiicnt <|Uotii)g of them, prmed 
that you iiave read t!ie ..several otficidl dis- 
patch«.s, connected with tlie rupti^e, in 
J803, yf*u must h.ive known, that it was not 
true. In no one of these p.ipers is there 
contained any complaint against the Engiisli 
^ress, previous to the signing of the dcliiii- 
tive treaty; it i? notorious, that, at the time 
of signing the definiiivo treaty, and for seve¬ 
ral months afterwards, all tliose hirelings, of 
whom you speak, were engaged in praising 
the then first Consul and his gotcriiuienl; 
and, when, in the month of July, lisO'J, Mr. 
Otto, Inade his complaint to Lcjrd Ilawkes- 
bury, the only presses he complained of by 
name were, that of Peltier, the Courier dc 
Londres, and oi Cobbett. He did, indeed, 
add, “ and others like them;” but those 
others it'would have J)eenSery difficult for 
him to have pOintca out *, As, therefore, 
Mr- Peltier and the Courier de Londres, b - 
long to your class of foreiguejt, who sigln ! 
■without ceasing for the return of fcydal vas¬ 
salage (not so degrading, by the bye, as the 
vassalage of our manufactories), you leave 
to me, of course, the undivided honour of 
“having instigated the war, and df being an 
*■' interested and tuiprincipled individual,” 

“ hireling wlio fattens upon tlie calamities 
** of the nation.” But, Sir, again I say, 
that y»ur repre.sontation is not true, and that, 
as you had evidently reat! the olifeial pajfsrs, 
you must, at the time wht*n you wrote it, 
have known it not to be true. This will appear 
from the whole tenor of the papers, but par¬ 
ticularly from Gctieral Arfdruos-y’s letter to 
Lord HSwkesbury, of 8. Germinal, year 11, 
that is to say, in the month of March, I fit)3, 
in which letter he says: “ A few days after 
the ratification of peace, one of his P»ri- 
“ tannic Majesty’s ministers declared tb^t 
jieacp establishment must Ise consider- 
able; ftnd, the distrust excited by this de- 

I ^ 

• See Mr, Otto’s letter, Register, Vol. 111. 
page 1002^ 
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“ claration, made in parriament|/(with as 
“ much bittefness as impropriety, jfirnisbgd 
" a commentary for the exaggefation and 
" alarms which were circulateQ in de.spica- * 
“ ble jiamp^lets, and in nt/wspapers as cofi- 
“ temptible ds Ihose libels. Since that 
" time ihokd writers li^ve foniivUtheraselves 
“ invariabljs supported in their in.soltrit ob- 
“ 'servations by particular phrases taken 
“ from tin; speeches qf leading members of 
“ parliamenl. These sficcches, scarcely to be 
“ cwcecdcd by the news-w'riters themselves, 

“ L.uc, /or Ieighteen months, fended to 
” cncoiuagc insult against other govern- 
“ iiicnt.i, to that degree, that every.-Euro... 
“ po.'in mii.st be olfl'iidcd, and e\ery reijson- 
“ ,ib!e Ifiiglisimiaii must be hiyniliated,'by 
“ such iiuiic.iid-of I'ceiitiousuess.” 1 In a 
sphsequeni part of the same letter Aiidrcris- 
sy tells I.ord 1 law ke.sbury, th.-» the wish /-f 
the hirst (yuiisiil is, that measures shrnild bo 
adopted in both countries to prewnt any 
mention being m.ade of what W’as parsing in 
the^itlicr; and tliis prevention he wislit d to 
bo extended t<).,thc “ otTicial discussiuihi’ ?s 
well as to the polemical vvritings ;”"*thr.t is 
to sii}', to the parliament as well as to the 
I.s it tnicijlhcn. Sir, as you have 
picseiiteil, thill the complaint of Fianc*' 
made against wietched " hirelings” « t 
that it was a few “ interested and nnprinci'^ 
pled individuals” who blew up the flame of 
war' Or is yoK representation false ? Heie,, 
in rile letter of Andreos?.yt is a Qamplaint 
made ot ilu' laiijijiiatyi of the ministry, of Uie 
opp(;sitioii in'parliiiment, of pamphlSfcei's 
’ and of new,^papcr editors. Were all these— 
“ interested and unprincipled" individuals, 
who “ taUciied. upon the calamities of the 
iiatioi)^?” It is evident, not only from this 
Uflter of Andreossy, but from the generally 
•pervading tone of the cqiTespondencc, that 
Buonaparte aimed at silencing, not only the 
press, but the parliament, as far as related to 
him and his actions; and that, first or 
last, nothing short of this would have satis¬ 
fied him. Yon, indc«5;l, appear to think, 
that there sjould be very little harm in the 
success of an eft'ort of this kind. “ To fo- 
" reign states," you tell u*,*" that which a 
“ country docs, or which it permits to be 
“ dong by its subjects is tli^ same. With 
" our internal regulations they can have no. 
" concern; but, they have a rightjo expetft 
“ from us that respect for their institutions, 

•' which we claim fur our own." Well, 6ir, 

t See the letter of Andreossy, llegisler 
Vol. Ill, p. 1055. The whole of the papers 
are collected in the- volume, and at the place, 
lie're raferrod to. 
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and \vli41'is this respect*, which we chiim for 
our institutions * Can you ciic an instance, 
wlierein^mplaint has been made by Eng- 
. land of a lii)el upon her invitations ? How 
lyany thousand^ of times iiasXthc king of 
Flngland been loaded, in llK»*/Y^ierican pa¬ 
per*, with every ei^thct and ift iie expvcs- 
• sive of wfiat is h^eful and wicked; how 
mai^ thousands of times have all our insii- 
tiitions been treated in the samomtnner; 
Jiow many thousands of tmics liave we been 
od led slaves, beasts of burden, journeymen 
thieves, and all this becau'trwe did not rise- 
and overturn our institution^. Yet, have 
you never heard, I believe. Sir, that our mi¬ 
nister in America made, at any time, a com¬ 
plaint upon this score. You can liiid no 
“ claim,” of this sort, tint wc have ever 
niide,- and, whetlter In a manner “ un¬ 
principled,” or not, you have evidently in*- 
venlccl sufch a claim, ononrpail, tor the 
purpose of defending, or of giving the air of 
reasonableness and fairness to, the claim of 
Buonaparte, which claim, you leave your 
reiJfV’-., to conclude, ought to haw ifeen 
(granted, in order to pievent renew.d of 
^-.the war; but, I think, it will not be dijlicnlt 
to convince those readers, that the m.sn who 
. sjl have granted this claim, would liave 
. . no claim too great to bcgianted. If 

rtcsare to “ respect the institutions” r,f lo- 
Vcign nations, we are to re-jpect one as well 
as the other ; and, why sliouy we not, then, 
“ respect” the lu^uisilioii in Spain r \'()- 
luines have been writtoiu bv us against that 
“ 'Pi.??titution and, if we^fioght to be per- 
niitted to stf'rito freely uj)o:i that sul>j -et, 
why were we to hold our tongues as to tlie 
institutions of Buonaparte, one of w hich was 
the celebrated “ Cayenne Diligi'iioe V' 
Why, Sir, pray tell us why, we ouglft *iot 
be permitted to speak of the latter “ iiisii- , 
tution” as well as of the former ? About the 
time, to which we are referring, Buona¬ 
parte, by a sliara election, made himself 
Consul for Life, in directviolaliouofwh.it 
was then called " thccon-.iitution of Enmce.” 
This must have been a sevoic mortification to 
you, and others, whose wisdom had, in l/fU), 
perceived the day star of libeiiy ailvancing 
“ o’er the vine-cuver’d hills and gay regions 
“ of France;” and, out of compassion for 
yon, we might liave disguised the l',ict,*if that 
iiod been possib.*C; but it was impossible, 
and, jjicrefore, we did laugh most heartily at 
*b^^^post-like senate and legislative corps. 
Allt^c wopld laughed as well as wc,‘ “ the 
orrfy uinference was, we dared laugh out;" 
and, when we were told, that this militarv 
despotism, the establishment of which could ' 
powljfe no longer disoifised, had been caused 


by the Dilke pf Brunswick’s prnclam.ition, 
sssued in 17})3; when we were told, as yon 
now tell us, that it was from indignation at 
the attempts to conqticr .ond enslave her, 
that France beaame warlike and became hcr- 
stJf a conqueror; and that, having, through 
the courage and exertions inspired by,a love 
>0f liberty, got r'uVof, or subdued, all her 
enemies, she, from the same cause, became 
herself the slave of a single military despot, 
who kept a Cayenne DiligcncS continually 
upii.i the trot; wiicii we weri^ravtly.tuld 
this, we l.mghed still more; and, 'u’wasthis 
(hat you would have prevented by the cutting 
of our cars off, or the .splitting of our noses. 

If your doctrine be adopted, how shall we 
dare to write at all recpi Uing fircigu nations? 
Who will duro to say, that the go\ euuncut 
of France, or Spain, or Iv.issia, or Turkey, 
is not as good as the government of England > 
\Vlw> will dare to di'scrlae the character of 
foreign princes or ministers ? Who vtill dare, 
to write history ? Who will dare to write a 
book of travcl.s > “W'ho will dare, upon sub¬ 
jects comiccted with foreign princes, of' 
states, to move his pen, or to open his lips ? 

“ In war lime we may abuse them as much 
as wc please.” But, not to dwell upon 
the baseness of this, upon the total want of 
jninciple which it developes, when the war 
ceases, the newly-invented public law of 
libel begins again to operate; so that the 
identical paper or book, which was a lawful 
publication but .ycstcrd.q’, may, t<»-d:iy, if 
a copy of it l)e sold (eTcry s.jle being a fresh 
piibiK'.Uion), subject both the author and (he 
puldi.dier t(»,thc loss of their ears and to 
< oiilioem(*nt irt jail at ijie discretion of the 
judge. Aftef broadiing a doctrine like thus, 
it is will) singular [)io|)ricty, that you o’o- 
serve, in the true aitoiney-geiieral-likestyle, 
that “ to iiicieach upon ihe Ircedoui of the • 
“ press, will never be the act of any na/ 

“ //laiU It) the inli'ie,\ls of mankitid-, but, 

“ to icitrtiiti iti lieentioiis/ieis i.s not to en- 
“ croacb njion, but to prcierve ihat^frce- 
“ d«m." The.?e are almost the very words 
of ?»Ir. Black'-loue, who, .soon after he had 
put them into piint, bccaiiie a judge. This 
very ftirm of words w.is u.<ed in tiie case of 
Mr. Hcriot, who was prosecuted by that fa¬ 
mous Whig, and “ f riend to the intorest.s of 
mankind,” I-ord St. N'niccnt, for li.ating 
pubfislied an alledged f.ii.-.hood lelatixc to his 
Conduct, as Eoid of Ihe Admiralty; and, 
who, in order, 1 suppose, to prove to all 
ihb v\orld as clear as dayliglit, that the tlvyig 
asserted by hmi w.is lalse. wa.s lM|>nght ii) 
trial by a form of process wliich pwveiited 
him from producing aifv evidence to piov© * 
that it was true. *^Jevc.ihelesSjj Mr, iicnut „ 
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want of that information which must gene¬ 
rally prevail upon such subjects, would 
fain make the people believe, that Buona¬ 
parte was sincerely disposed to preserve 
the peace, and to desist from all encroach¬ 
ments } and that the sole cause of the w^r, 
in which we are now engaged, arose not 
fioin’ any opinion cntertpined by our minis¬ 
ters that it was necessary to our safety, but 
merely from the irritation produced by the 
" unjust and oiFensive aspersions against the 
“ rpler of Prance,” written and published 
by "'’ven..!,- demagogues,” by “ mercenary 
“ scribblers,” by “ a few interested and 
unprincipled individuals, who fatten upon 
" the calamities of the natifni j” than 
which attempt to impose upon the unwary 
and to excite discontent in the distiessed, 
I am inclined to beliete that few readers 
will be able to form an idea of any thing 
more completely unprincipled, especially 
when they come hereafter to compare your 
present exertions with that profound silence, 
which, .while in parliament, yovi observed, 
upon the subject of the negociation of tSOti. 

If. Before I speak of l/ie Negociation of 
1806 and of the vietvs then manifested ly 
Napoleon, 1 cannot help making a remark 
or jtw'o upon the manner, in which you 
introduce that part of your subject, reserv¬ 
ing, however, the pretty story about Mr. 
Fo.x; and the assassin for a letter of lighter 
matter. ” The reins of government,” upon 
the dQiith of Mr, Pitt, you say, '* fell from 
“ the hands of his panic-stricken colleagues 
“ in office, A change in the administra- 
“ tion of the country took place, and the 
union of Lord Grenvill^’ and Mr. Fox 
“ with that of their friends,^enewraged the 
" hope, not only of a speedy termination of 
“ hostilities, but of that steady and gradual 
i‘ amelioration in our domestic concerns, 
^hich, without alarming the fears of the' 
weak, might satisfy the resaonable ex- 
pectations of the country.” Now, Sir, 
it appears to me, that if your wisdom had, 
upon this occasion, been equal to your 
steal, you would not have sai(^ a woref about 
the reins falling from the'liands of the paoic- 
stricken colleagues of Mr. Pitt ,• seeing that 
those very men have, and that, too, in a 
morqent of the war still* more calamitous 
than that in w'hicli they quitted office, re- 
grasped the reins of govotnment, andf hoist¬ 
ing the Duke of Portland to the head of the 
ministry. Have not only defeated tlicir po- 
IjticahcpponciitSj but have adopted measures, 

■ wiiich have ma(ie the cilomy, though now 
bcconfe the cotiqueror of all the continent 
of Europe, lower his tone with' respect Ip 
England,-You tell iis,Sir,that thv change 


which took place, at the time referred to j 
that the union of l,ord ^renvillp and Mr. 
Fox with that of their friends, ^Acouraged 
the hope of a speedy terujinattpfl of hos¬ 
tilities } bi/, jiQu do not give us any reason/ 
or producePany indication bf public feeling, 
upon whiefr tliis assertion is founded. Dif¬ 
ficult indeea w'ould it be for yo&«lodoeilher.^ 
The new “ininistr)' was composed of Mr. 
Fox and three others, who had approved of 
the peace of Amiens, besides Mr. Adding¬ 
ton and Lord Kllenborough, who were in 
office when th^ peace was made; but, in 
this .same rowiistry were Lord Grenville, 
who was at the head of the whole, Mr. 
Windham who was at the head of the war 
department, and, in one post, or another, 
every lord and every coinmoiior, with, {be¬ 
lieve, the sole exception of Loul Folkestone, 
who had voted against the peace oi Amitriis, 
your delightful peace of Amiens, thenen- 
preservation of wliieh you so pathetically 
lament. Nay, .sir, in this ministry were, 
without exception, all those noblemen and 
gentlemen, who»e speeches in parliament 
had given sp much oifcnce to Buonaparte, 
previous to the commencement of the w'ar; 
and w'ho, moreover, had, from time to time, 
t.vken special care to convinpe the naiion, 
that their tipinion of his character and views 
had undergone no material change. Pray, 
tejl us, then, sir, how their elevation to 
power (ofwliicii, obscr\e, they were at the 
very h.ead) could, in any sane mind, " cn- 
“ courage the hope of‘a speedy termination 
“ of hostilities.’*’ Yet, when you coipe af¬ 
terwards to speak of the (ern^uationbf the 
war between France and Russia, and of the 
.second change in the mini-stry, which Jiad 
taken place in the interim, you again advert 
to l^ii^ disposition in the late ministry, and 
that, too, for purposes so evidently of a 
factious nature as not to leave them the pos¬ 
sibility of their being misunderstood. “ In 
the mean time,” say you, “ d?;^hange 
" had taken place in the British n^istry, 
" founded on one of the most extraor%nary 
" popular delusions'ever practised oa the 
“ credulity of a nation. As the new|nii- 
" nisters consisted chiefly'of those, who'|kad 
“ supported, with undeviating pertinacry, 
“ tlie waf system, it was not to b« expected, 
*'■ that any change of measures, favourable 
" to a pacification, w-as likely to take place.”. 
Then you proceed to sjieak of the oticr* of 
llussian mediiilion, and to ascri^ its jfjec- 
tion to this pertiiuirious love of yi'ar, in the 
present ministers. This i.s a point of great 
importirt'ce with you ; it is the foundation 
work of the false notions, w’hich your 
pamphlet is calculated to hiculcate j -and; 
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therefore, it is necessary to remove it. The 
persons, now alive,l who had most pertina¬ 
ciously supi^rted the “ war gystfem,’* were 
Lord Grentmle, late first lord of the trea- 
sdty. Mr. WinRham, late secretafV of state 
"'for the war departn?ent, Mr. pienjille, late 
first lord of the admiralty, Lord f^iwwilliam, 
late president ot the council, Lord Spencer, 
late secjetary of state for the hom6 depart¬ 
ment. Here were five cabinet ministers, 
all of whom had voted against the peace of 
Amiens j all of whom ha(> undeviatingly 
contended, that no peace with Buonaparte, 
under circumstances, such asevjstcd at the 
"time when that treaty was made, could be 
safej all- ol whom had contended, th.it, 
merel)t as a trial against time, the chances 
of war were better than the changes of 
peace. Now, look at the present cabinet, 
and }ou will find, sir, that there are some 
wh<f were in office when the peace of 
Amiens was made ; that almost the whole 
pf them, not then in office, spoke in favour 
of that peace ; and that there is not amongst 
them, nor, 1 believe, in any of the suba^ 
tern post of the ministry, one^single man, 
who either spoke or voted against that peace. 
I do not say this in conimeiidation of tlicir 
conduct j for, my opinion is, th.it that peace 
was injurious as well as disgraceful to Eng¬ 
land J bn'., I .say it for the purpose of show¬ 
ing, that the caust!, to which you are de¬ 
sirous of attributing the rejection of the 
offer of Russian mediation has no foundation 
in fact, and is a pure Invention of your own, 
I m^st say, too, that I hftik upon it ns ,in 
invention proceeding from a motive, w hich, 
without the least exaggeration, may l)e 
called “ unprincipled for, (liat motive 
evidently is to endeavour to- obtain ven¬ 
geance on the ministers for your defeat at 
Liverpool, by representing tliem as being 
so pertinaciously atKichcd to a system of 
war, that, tvhile they reinnhi in office, the 
country, whatever its sufferings may be, 
and however useless and hopeless may be 
the continuation of the contest, has not the 
smallest chance of a ’restoration of peace. 

-Having cleared np this poiiiU I should 

now proceed to the Negociation of 1 80 f> ; 
but, not having room to conclude it in the 
present ulieet, I shall postpone it to my 
next, remaining, in the mean while, • 

^ , Your, itc. 

Botley, iUh Feb. 1808. Wm. I^oblett, 

PERISH COMMEUCE.” 

Siiij-r-Such is the motto you have adopt¬ 
ed- to several of your late speculations, but 
before I concur in the sentiment, I require 
inor^ explanation. If 1 understand Mr. 


Spence, he does by no means maintain that 
foreign commerce is injurious, or that it 
shoiTld be either at once, or gradually given 
up. He says only that the loss of it would 
not be so hurtful as is generally imagined, 
whicji under ou:'* present circumstances it 
consoling, and I think he has in a great 
measure proved it. But if I understand 
you, Mr. Cohbett, you are for applying the 
axe to the root.completely, ajid without ce- 
remoiiy. You maintain that natural wealtR 
cannot arise from foreign commerce. Now 
let us t?ke the instance of iJpJIs'Uiid. ^t)ti 
will not surely deny that Holland was a rich, 
country. Though her commerce is almost 
annihilated she is still a rich country. Her 
riches were not at the former jjeriod, muck 
more th.in now, adventitious or Boating. 
They were fixed, permanent, lealised. How 
were these richesacquired but by foreign com¬ 
merce ? Her territory, though fertile and 
cultivated to the uttermost, was small and 
never could afford subsistence to half of the 
inhabitants. Her riches could not therefore 
arise from agriculture or her own produce, 
or the inteinal consumption either of it or 
her manufactures. — I conceive only one 
way of surmounting this example and still 
adhering to your doctrines as applied to thU 
country. It may be said that the Ddtck 
were merely Carriers. The gain oT the 
Carriers though small is steady and certain. 
And are not we also Carriers, though nctf 
in the same proportion as the Dutch, regard¬ 
ing the extent of dur cQfumerce and theirs, 
because we have a great country to supply, 
and a luxurious people, while they were a 
Imall country ^nd an mconomica! frugal 
people. ’VJ'heif we send bullion and our 
manufactured goods to the East-indies, and 
bring back ica,s and other luxuries,or articles 
we miglitdo without, are all these consumed 
•by ourselves Do we not .send a surplus to 
other countrie«, and from thence derive a 
profit which is an addition to the natural 
w'calth ? Instanang the trade to the last, 
tlie most unprofitable commerce w'e follow, 
is giving you every advantage.—^I'ill ( am 
better iii<-nncte(l, T shall hold my opiniim 
tliat while the balance of foreign commerce 
is in our favour, however small that balanio 
may be—it the trade of export and inipou 
were ptecisely at par—it is highly advanta- 
geonssfor tlie ooiiniry to preserve it, vsere it 
meiely bcainse it .supports a multitude of 
iiidiKstrions p-.-ople. I don’t .speak of the 
mcfcliants or the c'pitaHsts, but the actual 
manufacturers. J consider it a mere fiill^jr 
or sophistry, to say these are reJ.ly paid 
|,from the produce of ooc own soil, Weie 
it so, the country would long ago have felt 
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die burden of excessive population. But fending their country, should be aniiuatcd 
these manufacturers purchase‘the produce with the zeal of a^Nelsoji, and tecl no satjs- 
from the wages which commercial men* are faction greatei than that of‘^sliaking-oti 

able from the surplus gain to afford. They this mortal coil," in so dear alw hotiorable 

are in truth maint.iiiied in a great measure by a cause. But, sir, that these purjjoses shot^Jd 
foreigners, and thus comr^erce and agricul- he ansvvJred, it is essential that the 
ture mutually tend to the support and*en- vidual sLauIA not conflict with the ructic 
couragement of one another,—I. interest. 1 Self-love, however qnaindy af- 

- fucterl to.be despised by some, isthegredt- 

LEGisi-ATivjj KEGiaATioN's. niastersj)ring of the hnnian machidfe, and 

SiK, —There are two subjects affecting statesmen and philosophers must invariably, 
the politic of this country, which, though regard its operations, both in their .specula- 

they,have by no means escaped your notice, tions and practice. To effect therefore the 

have not b^ii immediately placed in a point advantages wkJ'ch result from true allegiance, 
of view as calling for legislative interference j tlie .snbject*1n all his interests mu.st be con- • 

though I confess, that to my iiumhle appre- nected wiili his country : he must have all 

hension, they .seem to dcinand the early con- his nearest and dearest objects insulated wilh- 
sideration of parliament. The first of these in hcr*territories • by tiiis means the .^bbject 


subjects relates to the liberty, which by onr 
laws are given to suhjeot.s of this country, 
of b'-coming ilie proprietors of funded or 
laml.'fl property under tin; dominion of a 
foieign jiower. The .sceond regards the pro- 
priett tif a nav.ll or nnlitary commander 
being directly, or indirectly, interested in 
the traflic of any ;nerchan<lize, or otJicr com¬ 
mercial sjicculation. A'o nation has ever 
yet depended fer its support on the volun- 
tary allegiance of its < iir/cn->. I.aws h.ive 
alwftys been eiiacteil to etitoice allegiance, 
and to punish tliosi who h,ivc witlilu Id it: 
and though iliat iijli'>n must be weak in¬ 
deed, whose subjects are kept in a st.ite of 
obedience purely by means of force, .iiul its 
exi.steillce must con^iinuc*f'stiemely preca¬ 
rious, yet have .such coinpul-sory Jaws, t ven 
in republics, been ever held es-enlial, not 
as implying th.it the alVectio#'. of the peopld 
were to he doiilu^'d, but cencct th;:t 
abenation from duty, whiclj no .state can be 
entirely free from, .mJ to prevent the Jiiis- 
chievous effects which tlie example of one 
disaffected nti/cn might jifroduce, by con-* 
t.iniinating the mindi ot others : such being 
the frailty of human nature, that even error 
has at all periods found its vofari^-i, Jl' then 
allegiiance be .so essential to the welfare .ind 
existence of a .stale in tmie.s of lnin«]iflility, 
how much more impoftimt does it become 
in those unfortunate periods, when the dis¬ 
tracted ambition of one nation, or the petu¬ 
lant arrogance of anothei« threatens her 
■wuili Hear approaching hostility. It is then 
that allegiance, which before was scvcely 
niAre than a name, is culled upon to assiunu 
a palpable existence. It is then that a state 
imperiously calls for her Nestors and her 
Ulysseses : for the mo.st vigorous and attle 
counsels«>'of her subjects. It is then that 
slic expects that timse who are delegated I 
with the great and’ important trust of de- 


and the state are ideinified in point of be¬ 
nefit, and to defend and piotcct the latlA'i* is 
to preserve the treasures of the former. Jiut 
when the .subject i.s unwisely permitted to 
liecomca fundholder or land proprietor in a 
Ibrcign territory, ids intcicst is immediately 
divided, and the llorrnles, whicli but lij)r 
titis would have been of inestimable benefit 
to his natiri/ slate, becomes a mere useless 
('olossu.-, striding the vast ocean; with one 
foot on litlicr Urriti'ty, biU of utility to 
neithei. But what if tlie interest ot the .sub¬ 
ject -lionld prejionderale against his native 
country ? \Ve may be told lhal a hero would" 
otter lip all pro ate inU’icst at the shrine of 
p.iiiiolism ; but let it be remembered that 
all men ate not hcroesf diowever we may 
boast of integrity and inflexible justice^ W'e 
should reflect, tli.it only one Lucius Junius 
Brutus has been met with inThirteeii cen¬ 
turies j and that the conduct of this man (a 
chief magistrate \) in puni.shing his two sons 
for tjreason against the stale, ha.s been the 
subject of unceasing panegyric by all his¬ 
torians, from that pcrjpd to the present : . 
a sufficient example to prove how few arc 
the instances in which public duty triumphs 
over private feeling. It is not, however, 
during the immediate jieribd of a war tluit 
this distraction of interests in the subject is 
to be regarded; the most mnterisil consi¬ 
deration, IS the conduct of .such a man pend¬ 
ing a negotiation, to preclude the necessity 
of a war. What conces.sion.s, werj such an 
one iMinister, is it to be supposed that he 
would not make, to prevent that hostility, 
which would deprive hiln of a propel^ 
upon which the splendour of Iftw^iyly 
might possibly tlepend ! And wit^vhat ad¬ 
vantage would that enemy treat with us, in 
whose power should be placed a considera¬ 
ble mass of the property of subjects.' 
Indeed view tJie subject as tltspassionalclyj* 
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and with as little prejudice as yon please, it 
is surrounded on all sides with the most 
glaring tiisadvantugel: whether jve are at 
present labofing under any inconveniences 
arjging from any of the circumstances beft^re 
noticed, 1 shall not anticipate; si)Aicieiitly 
clear it is, that the subjects flf power 
possessing propsirty in a foreign st:Jte, must 
to* such power prove extremely pernicious 
in its cwnsequences; and [ therefore trust 
that some early legislative provision, will 
■^)nt an end to so banel'ul*a pn^ictice. With 
’ respect to the second of the subjects men¬ 
tioned by me, regarding nnvafcand military 
commanders, either directly or*indirectly 
engaging in conmuTcial spccul.uions, I shall 
not enter into any reasoning to shew the 
impolicy of permitting such a species of 
tratfic, as the <?ljservalions 1 have already 
niade^ on the former subject, are equally 
-il^plicablc to the present. Whether the 
nrtiefes of war, or any regulations afiecting 
^ our army or navy, proliibit any officer naval 
or military from becoming a merchant I 
know not; bntifthoiebe any such prohi¬ 
bition, it certainly docs not provide against 
the embarking a sum of rnonej^ or being 
interested in the protits ot any mercantile 
advenlme, or such a prohibition is indeed 
but little alteudi'd to, and should he better 
expressed. 'I'hat a naval or military com¬ 
mander should be intiueiiced with no in- 
tcre.st that may induce even a momentary 
deviation from the .strict pi'iformance of 
those services whioii Jiis country justly ex¬ 
pects from him, is so self,evident, that I 
shall hot ficcupy more of your time, Mr. 
Cobbett, ilian UJ express ray earnest wishes, 
that a regulation to this elfect. may also 
engage the early attention of the en.sning 

parliament.-W. 1’. S.— Linculns I/iii, 

Jan. ISlh, lb()8. * 

r-UXOlSG* SXSTEM. 

Mr. CoBBKxr,—I take the liberty of sug¬ 
gesting a few hints on the subject of our 
PuETic Debt and Sinking Fund, in conse¬ 
quence of the letter of €. S. which appeared 
in your la.st Register.——! have neitlier 
time nor ability to enter into a niiriuto dis¬ 
cussion of the various opinions, which have 
at different^ times appealed in your Register 
on this must interesting and important sub¬ 
ject; but as 1 have thought your idea* to 
hav^ been sometime^ erroneous, I shall con¬ 
tent myself^itha few observations, in hopes 
that you, who are more competent to the 
task, will pursue the enquiry, and either ac¬ 
knowledge the propriety of my opinions, or 
endeavpar to convince me that 1 am wrong. 
Tour«}rrespondeQt quotes from the speech 


of Lord H. Petty; a passage to shew that it' 
was the opinion of Mr. Pitt, as well as him¬ 
self,. that great mischief might arise from 
the extinguishing at once a very large por-, 
tion of the national debt.—He says, that by* 
returning all theirjcanital-to the holders of 
stock*, capital itself would cease to be of 
value and the nation might be nearly ruined. 

■—In order to prove the fallacy of this rea¬ 
soning, I shall first state that I consider the 
whole <'f' the national debt to be an ideal 
property, entirely depending on the regular 
payment of an annual interest, raised by 
taxes from the people. The*c6fitmual ad¬ 
dition to the amount of the debt must lower 
the value of money by increasing the sunt 
to be raised upon the people out of the pro¬ 
duce of their industry.—Doe.s not this de¬ 
preciation lessen the re.il burthen of the 
debt, in proportion .as a pound of the interest 
will buy le.ss (.orii than ir used to do ? This 
is some cun^uIatirJn to me in comparing the 
prcient debt with that of former times, the 
real pri'ssure there may have been nearlj' 
equal to what we cspericuce now.—Does 
ncit that part of the jnoduce of the taxes 
which is received by the commissioncis for 
the reduction of the national debt, ns the in- 
tcre.st of the slixrk redeemed, keep tip the 
price of the stocks wiieii hi ought into ffie, 
maikel for the purchase of other stock, by 
prot idiiig a constant supple for those, who, 
trom any cause, want lo ('onvort their fixed 
capital into money ? in otlicr words, does it 
not keep down tlwu interest of nton^ by 
making 3 per cent, worth more than it 
otherwise w'oiild he ^—If the operation of 
llse Finking Fuvd should coniiime so long 
as to bring intOjIhe market more money as 
interest of tlie stock redeemed, that* would 
buy the new stock wanted to be created for 
the exigencies of government, and what 
.‘iliould l)e brought lor sale by individuals, I 
copccive it might so raise the price of 
stock.s, or in other words lower the rate of 
interest as to make the annual revenue from 
every kind of property proportionably l<*ss, 
as was* the ca%c when consols were above 
()0-—III this view J conceive the Sinking 
Fund an as,sistance to the commercial world, 
which aways finds money scarce v. hen m- 
terc.st is high. Su 4 ipose no p.irt of the Na¬ 
tional Debt is wiped Out, or .suppose nd tax 
prodiK^ng part of the iuttrest of the debt is 
repealed, but an luldittou i.s on the contrary 
annually made for the year’s services, will 
not the real value ofmouey, that is, its rela¬ 
tive ^alue to corn, continue to be depreciatedy. 
so as to raise the actual jirice of ev^y pro- 
nerty measured by the circulating medium', 
which I presume to coutimie to be Bank of 
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England notes, whilst the proportion of re¬ 
venue from such property is lessened, till it 
shall make corn nominally so much higher 
here than in other countries, and raise the 
exchange so much against England as to 
make bullion bear'a higher value in that 
state than as coin ? 7'his would occasion two 
prices of every commodity, a money price 
and a paper price, or in other words cause 
the measure of property to be Bank of 
England notes compared with their vahie in 
the corn market, and give to tho^e notes a 
price, of so^iuch silver per pound sterling, 
instead of’saloiig a>. we. now do, gold and 
ailver are worth so many pound notes per 
ounce or larger weight. I conceive this has 
been hitherto prevented since the restriction 
on the bank and depreciation in the value of 
money, by an actual depression in thc gimc- 
j‘al market of t!ie woild for bullion, by the 
encreased qu.mtity furnished from America, 
and the lessened demand for it in France, 
&c. since the revolution, when the church 
plate has been melted down to aid the sup¬ 
ply from America in the work of depre.s- 
sion.—When the relative proportion of' the 
price of bullion to paper money slijll be 
found to alter, will not this be corrected by 
cancelling a proportion of tlje debt, that is 
by‘taking orT a certain quantity of taxes ? 
i*'or as increasing the taxes or the sum to be 
paid out of the piodiice of the estates of the 
country raises the nominal price of corn, 
and thus lowers the value of a pound note j 
I confeivc the priqo of ’corn would be re¬ 
duced, or the value of a pound note be rai.sed 
by the contrary operation of lessening the 
taxes. I call it the nnmii<al price of corif, 
presuming with Pr. Smitfiv that the real 
price as measured by labour is always ncMrly 
the same. If these ideas be correct, may 
not the alteration in the price of bank notes 
as measured by bullion, become the crite* 
rion to judge how soon a part of the debt 
should be extingnisbed ?—As the commis¬ 
sioners only buy stock voluntarily offered for 
sal*, it is impossible they can throw more 
capital into the hands of life publii than 
shall be actually wantedf and as extinguish¬ 
ing the debt is only annihilating taxes, how 
can it have the effect to depreciate the value 
of circulating capital accosding to Lord II. 
Petty's statement. He appears to confound 
the present purchases of the commisitioners 
with the ultimate extinction of the debt, 
which 1 have endeavoured to shew must be 
independent of each other.—^"fhe purchases 
by the roininis.sicuers must raise the price of 
stock, ^hat is lessen the intere.st or revenue 
Irom capital—but^ the extinction of the debj 
wi!l,incr ase the value in corn, or real value 


of tlie interest or moltey so derived from ca¬ 
pital.-1 remain, &c.r Lasey. 

TITin: s. 

Sir,—^A s very great and important hs- 
siness, wil in all probabfiity, beagitatedand 
di.scussedial tl*e ensuing meeting of parlia¬ 
ment ; there is none of a domestic naftire <)f 
equal weight and importance than the sub-’ 
*ject of tithes, as the abolition of which is 
fi i vi nily and strirjpsly prayed for by thon-^ 
s.jnd.s of his Mi^esty’s faithful and loyal sub¬ 
jects, both clergy and laity ; and although I 
much admire,*;>nd approve of your remarks 
and obiervalions upon most subjects upon 
which you w rite, yet I .arn truly astonished 
at your objections for a commutation, in 
lieu o? this most ahominable, and detestable 
of all taxes and impo^'s, this curse upon 
iiidustiy and agricultural improvements, 
which nothing can ameliorate but a #otal 
abolition It is far from my svish that the 
clergy should sustain one farthing lo.ss by 
any innovation or change in the tithing sys¬ 
tem, my most ardent wi.ih i.s to make the 
ctuirch truly respectable, and I am confident 
every landholder and occupier, will readily 
and chearfully pay more by commutation 
that! they do at present.—When w'e consider 
the manifold di.spute.s, the enmity and hatred 
which is established and riveted, between 
the tithe owner and farmer, not only for 
their lives, but frequently descend to gene¬ 
rations ; when we sec onr churches desert¬ 
ed, and religion fiist declifting ; tvhen we .see 
in our courts of‘justice thoiisatids of pounds 
spetuled in law, arising oftentimes from the 
most frivolous causes, must surely be a con¬ 
viction how grievous and detestable the pre¬ 
sent tithing .system must be to every one. 
To^llustrate that disputes at law frequently 
arise from frivolous causes, I beg leave to 
state the case of a very industrious, honest, • 
worthy friend of mine, re.siding in the xves- 
teni |)art of this country. The great bashaw 
Tylhe-Monger, w’ho is a layman, has bec^ti 
in the practice of taking his tithes in kind, 
and from an electiofi pique he harboured 
against niy friend, ordered his men whom he 
sent to collect his tithes, to treat him with 
every kind of insult and indignity 3 accord¬ 
ingly, when they first came to cpllect their* 
lithqj, they let their trace horses loose ih a 
fine field of wheat, to pt and trample ray 
friend’s corn, while they loaded their caAs j 
at another time they left open a^ate s^hich 
they passed through, and let a number of 
cable into another field which was not cut, 
and did considerable damage; at anotiier 
time broke open a gate, and went into ano¬ 
ther corn field, and carried away what they 
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thought proper before the. tithe was set out, 
and when my frienfi went to remonstrate, 
and pray they would discontinue to harrass 
andinjurehim jn such manner, he receiv- 
ean» other apologj than the iuo^t heinous 
curses and scurrilous abuse, whigh, was too 
much /or Johrv,Bull to take, and ha gave one 
of the fellows who was the most abusive and 
impertinent a box under the cafj and, I 
dare say, Mr. Cobbett, you and every reader 
/of your Register, will say, what a pity but 
he had given him a good threshing. And for 
this great assault the great tiyje-monger has 
•actually instituted a suit against him, which 
is now pending in a court of la w. To enu¬ 
merate ho'w very grievou.. and obnoxious the 
.j)reseut tithe system is, would till a viJliime 
of your Registe». Consider, Sir, how many 
miliums of acres of waste land would b.i 
--tTrought into cultivation, if a commutation of 
ii(h?s should fortunately take place, and how 
I many of hands would be employed in such 
cultivation, which now is thrown out of''m- 
ployment by the rigorous decrees of Buona- 
pai’ic. I am persuaded, but few landholdots 
will begin this great national improvement, 
without an alteraiion takes place in tithes, 
for no sooner has the fanner brought his 
land into an excellent state of culture, at an 
inimeu.se expence, but in comes tJie tithe 
man immediately for the tenth of its pro¬ 
duce.-1 beg to state tlie case of a geiitle- 

inau who inclosed a part of Miiidip Hills 
near Bristol. Hejn^Je an excellent fence, 
ploughed it thrice over, and c.irried an im- 
inenste quantity of manure; and for llietiist 
crop (which !• believe was oats) the tithe 
man's demand was ten shillings per acre the 
wliole value of the land per acre by the j ear, 
the gentleman discontinued arty farther im¬ 
provements in enclosing his waste land, from 
the rapacity of this man’s exorhitaut demand. 
Such vultures, such* blood suckers are the 
generality of tithe owners. Whenever the 
abolition of tithes takes place (and which / 
fttJpe I shall live to see) what a happy, pros¬ 
perous, thriving couutry will Old England 
be. Our granaries will always be filled with 
corn, and in case of bad crops, or* bad har- 
.ve.st which often occur, we shall always have 
a store for every emergency, without the aid 
of any foteign power to supply us.- And 
however lukewarm many people mfty be 
about a revolution or change of government, 
arising suloly from the oppression of tithes, if 
thir^ious tax could be removed, and an 
equivalent Spbstiruted, we may then bid de¬ 
fiance to Buonaparte and his subjugated vas¬ 
sals, Our chuidies will again be filled with 
(bousands of absentees, religion will re¬ 
vive and prostier, and unanimity, cordiality. 
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and brotherly love will be established be- 
tw^eui all ranks.—I am. Sir, fkc.—J. F.D. 
Taunton, Jan. 8, 1808. 


TITHKS. 

Sir;—M iicli has been written in your Re¬ 
gister lately on tlie subject of tithes: but 
amongst the ditferent opinions which have 
been theie advanced, iiutliing accordingto 
niy app-eliension h.i.s evinced either know¬ 
ledge or ability —^The lo.irncd anil the un¬ 
learned,—the landlord and the tenant; eVfln 
the merchant, the tradcsinati;, aucl the me¬ 
chanic, have raised their voicesagainst tithes, 
as being oppiessive ; but it is to be doubted 
if a tow of ilicbc rightly understand what 
tliey conside as obnoxious.—To shake the 
siniclnreon which tithes .arc founded, needs 
more than commen uigr-.iuity ; but to prove 
lliat the re.isoiiirigs a:;'l a.sscrtioi'S of thf),se 
who (ly tt) r.u.se a cl.imour against tlieni, 
aie fallacious and absuid, requires not splen¬ 
did attainments, but simply a few facts that 
are growing a little antiquated and almost 
forgotten, through the siipineness of the 
clergy.—^There is a monition (quoted by 
Lyiidwood) from Winclielsey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury about the year 1300, to the cler¬ 
gy of his province, dc.siiiug them “ to ad- 
'• monish and induce their parishioners to 
“ |).iy fully and without diminution the 
“ tithes ofniilk, ficc. &c. ^.c. “ but if 

“ iliey should fail to obey, let them (the' 
“ clergy), compel them, &c. See.” Thi.s 
document .suBicieijtly pnoves that the law of 
tithing I'li'itaf, zvas ■/i'C'>><rnzt‘d and arled 
upon lu thou; days. Mow, .Sir, as Winchel-’ 
soy was A'chbijliop .some fevv ye.srs prior tir 
the year u;00,* I shall Jfssume it, as being 
undeniably 500 years ago, and proceed to 
ask, whether the Howards, the Russclls, the 
(xreys, the Grenvilles of the present day have 
a more aticiont, or can make out a more ho- 
rforable and legal claim to their possessions 
than the parson to his tithes ? 1 deny that 
they can. Then Mr. Cobbett what are those 
innovators an^ meddlers about, who wiSli to 
overturn this ancient law- i Allow me lo 
a.sk, that, w-hen you arc about to purchase.ir 
piece of ground, ifvou do not first of all 
consider that it is su’uject to a land tax and 
tithes ? And if \-t)u do not p-ty accordyigly ?' 
All records convince us that our ancestors did 
so. Db you think that any onei.f yourcories- 
pondents knows an iustanc'.*, where a pur¬ 
chaser has been taken by surprise and ha*< 
besin really ignorant ot tlie tithe laws.—-You 
and I may as well say to the butcher of 
w'hom we buy a surloin of beef, that it. is 
oppressive to make us jxiy 9cl. a pound for < 
the bone in it, as th.)t a man should in these 


FEBRUARY 13, 1808.- 



251] POLITICAL REGISTER,—0^«VPapffrJ. [252 


days declare tithes to be so ; We ooght to 
know that there are bones in the lieef; ‘and 
every purchaser of an estate does know 
that the estate is subject to tithes, if he has 
not paid an equivalent sfor its being tithe 
free.—I shall leave it to those who havd lei¬ 
sure and inclination to settle whether tithes 
are due “ jure diviuo” or “ jure humano,” 
or whether it was a pope or a king who was 
the first author of appropriations; it is 
enough f 6 r me to have proved their antiqui¬ 
ty to be as great or greater than any other 
tenure; as'inT so doing, I humbly presume 
that my argument in defence of them is nii- 
answerable.—I am not so Idiiicl and preju¬ 
diced as not to discover some hardships in 
the strict gathering of tithes ; but every 
succedaneum w'hich I have seen proposed, 
has been int'fhcient and imadequate; and I 
am constrained to e.\prcss my fears that no 
plan can be adopted, whidi will be better 
for "the community, and at the same time 
secure the independence of the clergy, than 
the old fashioned one, which system-mongers 
are anxious to annihilate.—I ant, iVc. kc. 
-D. X. 

OFFICIAL rAPKRS. 

Bsazil Ta.Mir ..—Circular Letter from the 
Portuguese Amlassador to (he doveruor of 
the Jiland of St Catherine, and Condi¬ 
tions of exporting goods to St. Catherine, 
until the pleasure of the Prince Regent L e 
knbwn. — London, bcasring date the tilk of 
January, ISOS. 

(Concluded from p. 221.) 
ndly. Besides, every ieia-.ter and shij^- 
per will bind them.sel\c^, to pay at the 
custom house of the said port, the same 
duties that vvere paid in Portugal upon everv 
such article,or in lieu thereof, such as may have 
been already established by his Jloyal lliglv 
ness the Prinre llegent.—-llhly. According 
to your Oder, and to ascertain that no con¬ 
traband goods arc e.vported thither, the 
m.vt>f<?st of the .said cargo sworn, and au¬ 
thenticated as usual at this Hensmm 'house, 
will be .signed by the agent and consul ge¬ 
neral, Mr. John Charles Lnccna, and by 
me.—5thly. On these conditions, which 
contain all that fair trade c^n wish for at pre- 
sentf I will most willingly provide every 
captain with a letter of mine to tliejgover- 
ijor of said |)ort, informing him of what 
1 have done, and reque.sting him earnestly to 
require immediate instructions from the Rio 
de Janeiro, in case his Royal Highness is 
already'ferrived; and should his Royal High¬ 
ness be nor yet arrived, requesting him be¬ 
sides not to enforce the existing laws, but 
to suspend^hem until he receives the in¬ 


structions required, wlijch cannot 6 e long in 
coming, axd in the mean while not*to mo¬ 
lest, but pci riiilthe said ships to wait peace¬ 
ably for the ucw oulers ; niyiess he sheul 4 be 
authoris(?d by his formdf instructions (o ad¬ 
mit the entry'of such good.s, on p.sying the 
.same duties as in Portugal, and to allow the 
captains »to invest their proceeds in the pfo- 
diuJe of the country, in w'hicli case I*wiH ar¬ 
dently request thc^Governor to facilitate this 
trade.—P. S. J need not say, that upon your 
application willi the licence of tlie privy 
council, Scc.^&c. &c. the manifest will be 
signed by^ue, and my letter to the governof 
will be delivered immcdi.itely, without the 
least expcnce (o any of the concerned,— 
N. }b I request their <"..''<‘Ilcyiciesthe*Viceroj' 
and governor of the differenr ports of liraAil, 
which this ship may enter in dui^css; tl^it 
they will cause it to be accompaniedJ>y a* 
gnarda costa to the port of the island of St. 
Catherine, in order to avoid any unjust sus¬ 
picion against the captain, of illicit com¬ 
merce. 

* 

ExGL.WD.i —of certain ports in 
Spain, notified to the jlmericnn Minister, 
in London, by Mr. Canning, 8lli Jan,, 

1 b()t». 

The undersigned, his majesty’s princi¬ 
pal secretary of btate for Foreign Alfairs, 
h.is received his m.ajcsty’s commands to ac¬ 
quaint Mr. Pinkney, that his ra.ije.sty has 
judged it expedient to •establish the mo.st 
rigorous blockade at the entrance of the ports- 
f Caitbiigcna, ('adiz and St. r,uc.ir; and 
of all the, inlermcdiaic ports, situated 
and lying between the said ports of Car- 
ibagena and ‘St. Lucar; Mr. - Pinkney 
is , therefore requesfeil to apprize the 
American Consuls and mercliant.s, re¬ 
siding in England, thyt the entrance of all- 
tlic ports abuvcrnenlioned arc, and must be 
considered as being in a stale of blockade ; 
.and that, from this time, all the measmps 
authorized by the law of nations, and the 
respective treaties between his majesty and 
the dif}e];ent neutral powers, will be adopted 
and executed, with respect to the ve 5 ..sel.s at¬ 
tempting to violate the said blockade, after 
this notice.—I’be uridensigued rtyjuests Mr. 
Pinlyiey to accept the assurances of his lygU 
consideration. 

* • 

American States - Air. JefffrsoJ^Let- 

ter to the Assembly of Pennsylvania, de¬ 
clining the o/fer, of serving again, as 
President. Dated, Dec. 10, 1807- 
Gentlemen, -1 received in due sea¬ 

son, the Address of the General Assembly 
of F^niisylvania, under cdvor from the 
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Speaker of the two Houses, in which, with 
their approbation o^ the genera^ course of 
my administration, they were-so good as to 
exurcss their desire that I should (j^onsenl to 
be pvposed again ys tlie public voice, on 
the expiration of _my present tern* of oliice. 
Kntcrt^ining, 3 s I do, for the General As- 
^txnbly of Pennsylvania, those sentiments of 
high resjicct which would have i)rompted an 
immediate answer} 1 was certain, neverthe- 
/ress, they would approve’a delay w'hicb had 
I for its object to avoid a preniature agitation 
of the public mind, on a subj#';! so interest- 
jng.ns the election of the chief magistrate.— 
I'hat I should lay down my charge, at a pro¬ 
per period; is as much a duty as to h.ave 
borne k faithfully. If some termination to 
tTte service of rtie chief magistrate be nrit 
aifixejl by the constitution, or supplied by 
.y..'ict'ce^Jiiiflffice, nominally for years, will, 
in flTct, liecome for life, and history shews 
how easily that degenerates into an inheri¬ 
tance.—Believing that a representative go¬ 
vernment, responsible at short periods of 
elections, is that which produces the great* 
est sum of haiipiness to mankindf I feel it a 
duty to do no act which shall essenti.dly im¬ 
pair that principle ; and I should unwilling¬ 
ly be the peison, who, disregarding tlie 
sound precedent set by an illustrious prede- 
rohsor, should furnish the fust example of 
prolonging beyond the second term of oiiice. 
—Truth also reqniies me to add, that 1 am 
sensible of that doolyie,whirli declining 5 'cai s 
bring on—and feeling ihejr physical, I 
ought not to dwubt their menial elfect; h.-ip 
py, if I am the tfrst to perceive ami to r biy 
this admonition of hum,m narute, ami lo so¬ 
licit a retreat from c.iies loo great for the 
wearied ficulties of age.—per tlie approii.i- 
tion which the General Assomhlv of I’eifii- 
s)]vania has been pleased to expre ss of the 
principles and measnrfls piimued in tlie ma¬ 
nagement of their alfiirs, 1 .iiu sincerely 
thankful} and should 1 be so fortniiate as to 
c.ifiy'into retirement tlie e(]ual n[<probation 
and good will of my fellow-citizens general¬ 
ly, it will be the comfort of my future days, 
and will close a service of foity yerfls, with 
the only reward it ever wished. 

PnaVttmab'on af tke Quean 
Louis Maria, upon dhsoiving the Gottfrn- 
nmnt .— Dated at Florence, Dec. 10,180/. 
la^uwuanre of a convention between 
their Majesties the Emperor of the French 
and King of Italy, and the King of Spain, 
Toscany har* been ceded to his Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty} and yesterday evening the Queen (to 
whom other states are to be ‘sssigue*!) de¬ 
parted hence with a train of between forty 


and fifty carriages, containing b-aggage and 
privitfe property; after which tlie Etrurians 
were discharged from their oath of alle¬ 
giance, and the government declared to be 
dissolved by the fallowing proclamation 
Chades Louis, Infant of Spain, King of 
Etruria, &:c. and on the part of his Majesty, 
her M.ijesty Maria Louisa, Infanta of Spa*in, 

Queen Regent of Etruria.-Whereas his 

Majesty the Emperor of the French and King 
of Italy has informed us, that, by virtue of a 
treaty concluded with bis Catholic Majesty, 
other st.-ites are appointed for us in-exchangc 
for the kingdom of Etruria, ceded to the 
most illustrious Emperor by the aforesaid 
treaty} we consider our reign in Etruria as 
dissolved from this day, and hence discharge 
the Etrurian nation from every oath of alle¬ 
giance towards our Royal Person.—^Yet we 
cannot separate from subjects so dearlj'^ be¬ 
loved, without publicly assuring them of our 
entile gratitude, and of the memory which 
we shall at all times retain of the faithful at¬ 
tachment wliioh they have displayed during 
the time of our government.—Yet if there is 
a thought which can diminish our afiliclion 
at such a separ.uion, it is this, that the king¬ 
dom of Etriria—that so obedient a nation 
becomes subject to the haiipy governmaiit 
of a monarch who is adorned with the most 
heroic virtues, among vvliiidi the constant 
care is pre cmiiieut with which he labours 
to assure the prosperity of the people under 
his aulliority. , • 

Am i r, 11 a n 8 r stf s ■^fessage of the Pre- 

to ihe TC.rs, rehtlitig to an Em- 

f.irgo, Dalrd^ I)er. ]i>, Ibti/. Uso the 

^hi oj OAnr) f<.\ la.jiug tueEmintgo,paiS~ 

*d Der.'n, \m7.' 

j\Ii:ssM.F.. —'I'lte communications now 
ipade, shewing the groat and increasing dan¬ 
gers with which our vessels, our seamen, 
iiiul merchandize arc threatened, on the high 
seas anil elsewhere, from the belligerent 
powers of Europe, and it being of the great¬ 
est iiiij»ortance*to keep in safety their essen¬ 
tial resources, I dcegi it my duty to recom¬ 
mend the subject to the consideration of Con¬ 
gress, who will doubtless perceive all the rd- 
vantage that m.ay be expected from an inhi¬ 
bition of the departure of our vessels ironi 
the ports of the United States. Their wis¬ 
dom wfll also sec the necessity of making 
every preparation for whatever event may 
grow out of the present crisis. 

Aer.—Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the^hiited 
States of America, in Congress assembled-, 
rtiat an embargo be and hefeby Is laid on alt 
sliips and vessels in the ports and |^ces with- 
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iathe limits or jurisdiction of the United 
States, cleared or not cleared, bound to any 
foreign port or place: and that no clearance 
be furnished to any ship or vessel bound to 
such foreign port or place, except vessels un¬ 
der the immediate’dircctfon of the Pre;jident 
of tite United States ; and that the President 
bff authoriscvl to give lUch instructions to the 
officers of the revenue, and of (he navy and 
revenue cutters ot'ilie LTiiiicd States, as shall 
• appear bg-st adapted ti)r earrying the same in- 
Co full effect Provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be considered to prevent the 
departure of any foreign ship or vessel, either 
in ballast, or with the goods, wares and mer¬ 
chandize on board of sucli foreign ship or 
vessel, when notified of this aet.—Sect. 2. 
And be it further enacted, That during the 
contiiinanee of this Aet, no registered or sea- 
letter vessel, having on boand goods, wares 
and merchaudi/e, sbali be allowed to depart 
from one port of the United States to the 
other within the same, luile-s the master, 
owner, consignee, or f.ictor of such vessel, 
shall first give bond with one or mcMC sure¬ 
ties to the collector of the district from which 
she hi bound to depart, in a snni of double 
the value of the, vessel and cargo, iliat (he 
said goods, wares, and merchandize, shall 
be relanded in some poit of the United 
States, dangers of the seas c-seojited ; which 
bond, and also a certificate f.um the collec¬ 
tor where the same may be relanded, shall, 
by tjiecollectors respectively, be transniitfed 
to the secretary ofi the freasury. All armed 
Vessels possessing public commissions from 
any foreign powers are not to bs coijsi.icred 
as liable to the embargo h^Jd by this act. * 

• - : • . 

Sr.MS.•^—Decree against England, dated 
Jan. 3, ] 80S. 

The abominable attack committed by Eng¬ 
lish ships'of war in ISOl, by the express 6r- 
der of that government, when lour frigates 
of the royal lleel, whicl), sailing under the 
full assurance of peace, \\ti\j unjustly sur- 
pfized, attacked, and ccm|jcllcd to^ surren¬ 
der, determined me to bieaK all connection 
with the British cabifiet, and to consider 
myself as at war with a nation which had so 
iniquitously violated the law of nations and 
of Jiumanity.—So atrucsous an aggression 
was a sufficient motive for breaking all llic 
bonds which unite one nation wiili nuother; 
et'en had 1 not considered what 1 owe to 
myself, to the honour and glory of my 
crown, and to my beloved subjects. , Two 
years gf war have elap.sed, and Great Bri¬ 


tain has not moderated her pride, dor re¬ 
nounced the unjust ditmination w^ich she 
exercises oVer .the .seas j but, on the epntra- 
rv, confounding at once friends, enemies, 
and neiiffttl'f, .she has manifested the fop:.ial 
intention of g'eating thfem all with thd’fsarae 
tyranny.—^rom these considerations I de¬ 
termined, in February last }^ar, in tonfor- 
mity to *tbe wise measures adopted by my 
intimate ally, the Emperor of the French and 
King of Italy, to declare, as I have declared^ 
the British isles in a state of blockade, in or- , 
der to see if that measure would reduce the 
British ca^iucl to abdicate its unjust supre¬ 
macy over the seas, and to conclude a .solift 
and durable peace. Far from that, the Eng-| 
lish go;eminent has not only rejcqfed the 
propositions which were nyade on the paW“ 
of my intimate ally the Emperor of the 
French and King of Italy, v’ hetlter dfrecU^ 
or by (lie mediation of dillWPfff ptw'eiV’ 
friendly to England, but al-o having com- , 
mitted the most enoimous of atrocities aiidl 
injuries, by its scandalous attack on the city* 
j*aiul harbour of Copenhagen, it has (hirown 
( off the rattjk ; aixi no i)er on can any longer 
doubt that its insati.ablc ainhiiion aspires to 
the exclusive commerec and navigation of 
(lie seas. Nothing can prove this more 
evidently th.in the measures which that go¬ 
vernment Ins just .adopted by its orders of 
the 14th of November last; by which it not 
only lieclaies the coast of France, Spain, 
and their allies, and all those occupied by 
the armies of cithe^" power, in a state of 
blockade, lint ^las even subjected the ships 
of neutral iiow'cis, the friends, and even the 
allies of England, to the visits of English 
cruizers, and to he forcibly carried into an 
English port, where they are to be obliged 
toi pay a tax on their cargoes, the quantity 
of wdiicb is to be determined by the English 
legislatujc. Authorised by a just right of 
reprisal to take the measures which shall ap- 
pc.ir to me proper to prevent the abuse 
wliicli the British cabinet makes of its pow'- 
er, with respect UMieutral flags, and to see 
if wcc.mnot force it to renounce so unjust a 
(yrany, I have resolved to adopt, and do 
liereby require there sliall be adopted, in all 
my States, the same measures which have 
been taken by iny intimate ally» the Empe- 
ro*of the French and King of Italy, and 
which are of the following tenor.—[Here 
follows a literal copy of the ^cree of the 
2 f>th December, i.ssued on this subjeSkby his 
Majest) the Eiu|>eror and King.] 
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riotn,a Report ®f a Committee of the I-Ii'u>e of Commons, piiiiteJ in iflO‘2, the followint; item stands on 
<he credit si'Ic of the Civil List. “ by iiinotint of sums advanced to ll's Royal Highness, the Dftke of 
“ V’ork, which is to be repaid by instalments of .£T,000 iH-iarterly, fiom l«t Jan. I?- 6.*’ 

So thaP, It appears, fioni this dnciitnent, that the l3ukc of Yoik h.is drawn 'his larp ■ '■m of money from 
the public purse, over and above his pensions, ]>ay, and allov. . ic^s; and that, ac' nliiis to the statement 
of the Report, the repayment! wjt'eh was not to b*f,in until thiec vears after the advance wasinadc) is tp be 
s<, slow, that the inteiest, at 5 pv^r centum, will swallow up five eights of the princip.il. . 



TO 

WILLIAM H OS COE, Esq. 

, Letter I!. 

'Sir, . ' • : 

Upon rt’vcriincr to tbft subject 
Nogociation of IbOti. 1 cniinot, upon 
re*lmg*"J*otfr rcinaiks a second tiiue, lot bear 
taking some notice of tbc curious “ inci¬ 
dent,” which appears to have led to the 
opening of tliat negociatlon, natnely, the 
tender of his services made 'ly an assassin Jo 
Mr. Fo.k. This was, indeed, a jnrions ‘ in¬ 
cident and yet, somehow or other, it has 
happened, that there never was an incident 
that gave ri.se to less conversation, in public, 
or in private. It was a thing, which, as it 
were by compact, all men were in the mind 
to pass over in silence. As to myselt, I will 
tell you flatly and plainly, that I looked upon 
the whole as being a matter ot mere contri¬ 
vance, as completely *as any “ incident” of a 
play-house piece ; and, th^ iea.son why I 
never said tlii/s. before, was, that Mr. Fox 
being dead, I felt a repupiance at comment¬ 
ing upon the part, which he liad h:id the 
vvaakness to act; which repugaance i.s now 
outweighed by the considerations arifiing 
from the evident motives, whence you have 
set forward thi.s ahso'-t forgotten incident. 
The story of the. incident is this ; a person 
imkcs slfift to get from France to England 
without a passport,” a very ewraordmary 
Jhing in itself; but hither he comes, and, 
going to Mr. Fox, tells* him. that a scheme 
had been h itned for killing NapDlcon, at 
Passy, attended with neither risk nor uncer¬ 
tainty. Mr. Fox drives him from hh pre¬ 
sence; bu4 orders him to be kept in custody 
of the police, until the French govermnent 
bejuformed of thc^ matter, whiclj informa¬ 
tion isjfiv^n by Mr. Fox to Mr. Talleyrand, 
in SOettcr dated on the 20:h of Februaty, 
J80t); and, when it becomes pretty certain, 
that the information is received in France, 
and, of course, that measures are taken to 
defeat the mtention of the as.sas.sin' and his 
ebUeajues pt Pjssy> the assjstfip ‘m seiit off 
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I out of til.'' kingdom. Thi.s letter of Mr* 
IA>x fl ings him one from Mr. Talleyiand' 
Peiigord, formerly Bishop jf Aiitun, and 
one of ti'.c gjardians of tlm holy oil, whicli 
h.'id been k'*pt in a btittle at Rheiuis, ever 
since the coronation of Charlem.agne. The 
Bishop conveys to Mr. Fox tiic tli.mks of 
Jiis imperial and royal majesty, Napoleon, 
and, at the same lime, gives iiini, in the way 
of “ news," an extract trein the Emperor's 
speech to his legislators, abont peace; this, ^ 
accompanied with a hint from Mr. Talley¬ 
rand, upon the same topic, leads to a r.cgo- 
cltil'on m form. But, first let us, since you 
will have it s ), intjuiie a little into the jirc- 
Inbilitifs of tiie plot at Passy, First, it is, 
as was hi'fore remi'rked, not a little extraor¬ 
dinary, that any one should, without the 
consent, or connivance, of the French go¬ 
vernment, g''t from France to Gravesend. 
Where was lie tfi embaik? On bo.ard of 
what? How M.‘s he to pass unmolested? 
Secondly, ti])on the suppositit ;i, that the plot 
Vas really foirrj'd, the house taken at Pa-ssy, 
and tlie piyparStions fortlu* murder all duly 
made, how came Mr. Talleyrand not to let 
Mr. Fox know wl.crher the thing had been 
discovered, or what htul been tiie result of 
*that inquiry, to which Mr. Fox’,s letter 
would naturally have led ? Tliiidly, how 
comes it that we have never heatd the Mo- 
nileursny any thing upon the subject, which 
was one of grc.it public-interest; and bow 
comes it, too. that nel’lier the envoy of tbo 
a.s-a'.sins, rior any ifhc (') the band, h.is ever 
been brought to justice? Mr. Fox certainly 
did not act as I should have done I should 
have looked upmi the man as sentjrom 
France, in thes.uue mannerth.u .M-.iiee dels 
Touclie was; I should have had him con¬ 
fined, and striclly examined; and, should, 
in the meanwhile, have informed the. French 
govgriunent, that, uules.s it could be clearlr 
proved, that preparations for ass^sination 
had aclnallv been made .at I’assv, the envi;y 
•would be considered as a spt, and very soon ' 
hanged dx that capacity, 'Fhis is^what 
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S'lion Id have done in a like case, and should 
ncrvvr have thought of availing myself of such. 
. 1 - o],portnnity to give a mark of my " at- 
mrnt” to Mr. Talleyrand.. 1 see much 
of s; want of presence of piind j much of 
ikricss, in this proceeding, on the part«of 
but, it will, I belu'vc, require a 
dt lho?c party spectacles, that you seem 
T.) li.ive on yOur nose, to sec any liiing of 
'* noMe-mindedness" in it. Mr. Fox, dis- 
g''.‘.se the faot liow you will, must have seen 
through the tiick that was attempted to be 
played him ■„ or, .nt any rate, the best that 
can be Mid of him, in this case is, that he 
was the dupe of Mr. lallcyrand. And, Sir, 
you gravely retail to u.s the recognition, on 
the part of '1 alleyrand, of “ iho.se priorip!e.s 
of honour and virtue, by which Mr. Fox 
bad always been actuated, and which,” rs 
Talleyrand said, Jiad already given a fieu> 

“ character to the war,” tliereby intimating, 

^ that theretofore, our govcrriuieiit liad carried 
on the war like assaasins, though it should 
have been remembered by Mr. Fox (if for- 
, gotten by Mr. Talleyrand), that the war had 
theretofore been can led on by persons, then 
composing two-thirds of the cabinet, of 
which Mr. Fox was a member. But, at the 
clu &4 of this your eulogium on Mr. Fox, you 
IiaVe a most unworthy insinuation. You 
say : “ Even the politic-al opponents of Mr. 

“ Fox ought to have felt rightly upon .such a 
subject. They ought to have known, 

' ■ that lit was no effi rt to Ips great aud gene- 
'* rous mind to vejtfct the proposals of an 
“ avowed assassin.” And, how do you 
know. Sir, that they did not feel rightly up-^ 
on this subject ? What warrants you in sup¬ 
posing, that they wfculd have ’employed the 
assasain ? And, if this benot what you mean 
to insinuate, to what rational purpose docs 
your observation, with respect to them, ^ 
tend ? I’or my part, when I came to .see the ' 
papers (Pari. Debates, Vol. VIII. p. gj, and | 
the following pages) I thought the conduct j 
of the then opposition remark.able for for¬ 
bearance; and, if Mr. Fox hpd beer^alive 
at (he time when the discussion upon those 
papers look place, I am inclined to think, 
that the assassination plot at Passy, which 
certainly equals the "Meal-Tub Plot,” or 
any oi the other plots of ibd reign of Charles 
II. would have been made to afford, at St. 
Stephen’s, w’herc you then were, a good deal 
of merriment; especially if you had taken it 
into your head ti) describe (he conduct of 
Mr. Fox, upon that occasion, as " exempli- 
" f}'ing,(U) the most striking manner, onoof > 
“.the rao.st important maxims of moraliiy, 

** and exhibiting to the world a noble pniof, • 
" tjiat, amidst the rage of national and in- ! 
% • 


" dividual' animosity, the eternal laws of 
** justice and^of virtue wAe neither cver- 
" thrown nor shaken." The horse laugh, 
which would have drowned yopr voice long 
before you had'arrived at thi.s period, vvoq^ST 
have convinced you, that if you chose to be 
the dupe of the Bishop of Aurnn, there were 
not many others disposed to follow your ex- . ■ 
atnple. , 

Mr. Talleyrand, as if he had been a little 
ashamed of the miscaublc tiick ^he had re¬ 
sorted to, got riS of the subject in great 
haste, and procei^led to lliat ot peace. The 
negociation \«.ns opened, and that, too, at the 
very place whicli the French must have 
wished. In speaking of this negociation, 
yon appear to be sadly divided between *;our 
anxiety to vitulicate the mpiiuct and the ‘ 
motives of France and your f ear of throwing 
blame upon your own p.iity; but , altef . 
apparent struggles in your bosom, the f9t- 
raer gains the preponderance, and you make 
a very decent sacrifice of your friends upon 
the altar of your country's enemy. You tell 
usythat, in the first place, Fiiigland insisted, 
that Russia sbould, as an ally of hers, be a 
party to the treaty ; that, while a debate was 
going on about this, Russia, though in .spite 
of our remous(rance.s, entered upon a sepa¬ 
rate negociation 3 that, being tiow at Hbeity 
to treat for ouiselvc.s, a dispute arose about, 
the b.i.sis of the treaty, and that, " unfortu¬ 
nately,” we insi.'ited upon the state of actual 
posses.sion, as a basis, ^ihpitgh neither the 
language of Mr. Talleyrand nor the circum¬ 
stances of the case could w'arrant us in so 
doing; that, while thi.s disjxite was going 
on, the treaty between Russia and France 
artived at St. Petersburgh, where it was re¬ 
fused to be ratified, which induced us to re- 
turn*to our first resolution of not negociatin- 
but in conjunction with Russia, though " the 
" teims were such a.s might have satisfied ' 
" both the honour of the sovereign, and the 
" expectations of the British ministers; 

" that, " tinhappily’’ the negociation was 
" thus broken ofi^ ah(J Ibcconiestcontinued 
" for interests not our own.” We will 
speak of these " satisfactory terms" by-and- 
by; but, here we must stop to ask you, who 
it was that conducted this negociation on the 
part of Ergland r Why, those very men, 
whose departure from office you have, in 
another place, told us, depiivcd the nation^f 
all hopes of peace. But, there is rmqgs^n, 
in which you. Sir, arc more.nearly cotuStfn- 
ccl. There were, in parliament', twodi-sCus- 
sious, relative to the negociation of ISOti, 
the principal one on the .fthof January 
(See Pari. Deb. Vol. VIII. p. 505), when 
Mr. Whitbread mOtved an amcodoient to tho 
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addl-ess proposed ^by Lord Howick. After 
an eblogium on Mr. Wbitbnead'ii speech, 
updn tbat occasion, you §ay, in a tone 
^ iamentatien miked with, anger, " yet, 
th% motion of jMr. Whitbread’* (which 
softened the asperity of* that of lidrd 
Howick) ''•was neg-ativcd without a di- 
•visioii.”And, whose fault was tbat ? Why, 
it was the fault of your pacific ministry. 
It was the fault of those very men, whose 
elevation to poWef, ybit jell us gave the 
I)eople a confident expectation of peace, 
and whose fall you tell fis, deprived the 
jjeople of all hope of peace. ‘Not altoge¬ 
ther, indeed, was it their fault; for, though 
they had a decided majority in St. Stephen’s, 
yet,^he " negative vviihouta divisian" was 
not their fault, but your fault, and 
evqfy pian’t fault, who disapproved of 
brcidtwgi ..off the negociation. It was 
in your power to divide the House. It 
required no knack at speaking for an houf 
at a time. A single syllable, distinctly 
pronounced, wouM have been sufficient; 
and, if you refrained from making so sli<flit 
an effort to serve the cause oi*peace then, 
when your party was in power, what credit 
is due to your professions now ? A ne¬ 
gociation is broken ufi' upon grounds, which 
you represent as feigned the enemy, you 
.say, oflbrs .satisfactory terras of peace j our 
ministers come to parliament with an as.ser- 
tion that a contiimatlou of the war is ren¬ 
dered unavoidable by the Injustice and am¬ 
bition of tlje enemy ; ycui now say that 
tliis assertion was false; and yet, oh, pa¬ 
triotic gentlefrian j *' real friend of m.nn- 
kindand great enemy to the tra- 
gedy of war !” What do yon do ? Sit, 
at the back of (he minister, like a mouse 
in a cheese; say not a word j give your 
Silent assent to what j'oii now say w.is a false 
assertion; but, the ministry being cliangcd, 
and the new ministiy having ousted you 
from your seat in parliament, you come 
forth in a pamphlet and say that, which you 
ought to have said in 'yaur place in parlia¬ 
ment; you now address to faction and dis¬ 
tress, that which you ought to liavc address¬ 
ed to the public spirit and reason of tlie 
nation. Upon the supposition that you 
were incapable of speaking (which is nut, 
however, the fact, you having spoken, hi 
all* six times) ; u])on this supposition, of 
upq&^aesup|}osition that your talents and 
faemties are of that peculiar .sort which are 
not to be brought to bear against a minister, 
to whom you are looking up for emoluments 
or honpnrs; upmi this supposition, .which 
is the'most favourable to you tbat 1 can 
conceive, w'liy did yoii not bring out your 
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pamphlet .at an earlier period } 'Tjje timtf 
for it to have been useful was immediately 
after the parliamentary discussion, above' 
referred to; and, if tbat had been, from 
your great dntits as » law-givef, let slip, 
yoti surely might have published it afteif 
you were happily disburtliened of, that 
chiiige. But, no ; you stop till the rup¬ 
ture of the negociation lias produced all 
itsmi-'.liicfs ; yoia stop, in short, until the 
very hour, when you think that your pam¬ 
phlet, joined to the distresses in the raanu- 
factoring districts, will have 3 chance of 
producing an effect hostile to the party, to 
whose superior cunning you owe your fall 
as a public man. You nOw affect to lament 
the consequences of the rupture of the ne-" 
■gociatio'n ; you now display before the pub¬ 
lic its terrible eftectsupon the North of Eu¬ 
rope, seeming to suppose, tbat we should 
forget, that no small part of tliose effects 
had been already produced, when the dis- 
Cns.sion in parliament took place. In short, 
it is as clear as noon day, that of what you 
have now said, against the breaking off of' 
the negociation, not one word would, in any 
way, have been said by you, if the late 
ministry h.ad remained in power, and if 
you had remained in parliament, ffiich 
a person it becomes to be cautious how he 
accu.ses others of a want of principle. 

It is true,however, that what hasherebeeii 
said has little to do with the question itself, 
though it may, by exposing your dftnduct 
and motives, be useful in counteracting 
I your designs. I'lie ministers might be 
much to bhma for breaking off the nego¬ 
ciation, thougl^ you coijld not discover it, 
until the)''w’ere out of place, and though, 
so far from appearllig to discover it in due 
time, you, with .all tlie information before 
•you, give your silent assefit to a solemn 
I5yoceedit)g, the purpose of which was to 
give to their, conduct the stamp of public 
approbation. To come to a decision upon 
the merits of the case itself, we must now- 
take a view <ff those “ satisfactory terms,’^ 
which w-ere offered by France, dirring the 
iiegpciation of 1806. 'fhese terms were? 
that Hanover was to be restored to the king, 
Malta, the Cap^ of Good Hope, tlie 
French possessions in the East Jndiesf and 
I'oba^p, in the West Indies, were to be 
left in our hands; while the only condition 
which France asked in return w-as, that wet 
should leave her tlie absolute mistress of 
evefy jiort upon the cimtineiit of Europe, 
those of Russia, Sweden, and B&nmarfe 
excepted, ‘the island of Sicily being to be' 
•surrendered to her, and’the king of thaY 
country being to be made a jj^nsioneg ef 
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Sp.iin. Hanover for the honour of the f " for her conduct iij this transaction, or 
“ crown.'^'Malta for the honour of the navy,, " any diffcrerife of interest between tho 
" and the Cape of Good Hope for the "■ two countries, nhiclicap nowbealledgcd 

" honour of commerce." This was the “ as a motive for continuing tlifs war;’* an 

ingenious arrangtwent of Mr. Talleyrand,- argument, wliicfi might hiwe done Iionou-' 
ot whom you seem to be an bumble pnptU to counsellor ftramble or coi\sellor Bother- 

for you, too, tell us, that the tiirms offered em, but which one would have e;tpected .to 

by Frahce were “ such as might have .satis- he scorned by a man putting forward such 

" tied both the Ijononr of the .sovereign and high pretensions to ftiirness and integrity ; 

" the e.xpectations of the British ministry,’* for, to say nothing more of the false pre- 

had nottheip'* determination not to desert mi.ses upon which yousprncced, who, above 

our Russian ally prevented snch terms the level of a journeyman callico-weaver, 

“ from being accepted." As a proof of does not perceise.- that, though the reason 

the truth of this assertion of yours, you for beginning a war,' or continuing a war, 

refer to the declaration of Lord Lauderdale, may be removed, in lnecour>eof the war, 

that the arrangement contended for, by us, there may be other re.isoiis arise,’ 1n the 
in favour of Russia. “ was considered as course of the war for its conllmiance, .or 
nn objoct, more inlrmting, if poffiNc, prolongation; and that the same set of 

•*10 Enghnd, than those points which terms,'which would have been desirable at 

" might be considered as peculiarly con- the former srage of the war, woiijd be * 

" necred with her own interests and, in f.illy inadmissible at the latter ? Your eiie- 
yontirmatinn, you quote too King’-, Decla- mj' sezes your county of Lancastor; you 
ration, recently made with regard to Russia, goto war in order to recover it; you suc- 
in which the Czar is reminded, that “ the reed, but he gets porsession ot Somerset- 
ffcgociation of ISOO was hrokeii off iijv'n shirs ; and, .are you to rta«e the war, l"-' 
pomt'i, tmmediatefif af.i'cti’'g. nol kic mn-- cause the origh,al reason of it is removed ? 
jesti/'sntvn interesls, but tho'-c of bis impo- Tliis pan of your argument, is, therefore, 

* rial ally.” Upon the btreogih of these dc- worth nothing; and, as to the proposition. 

clarati/)ns you assert that the war, .'.ftcr the rliat " we have no just ground of offence 

ncgociation of ISOJ, w,'S ‘'continu'd tor “ against Eranre for Jier conduct in the 

“ intcrest.s not our own,” leaving out, with " negociation of ISOfi, hranfr Russia ha.s 
yotir usual fairne.ss, all the qualitir.ations " now openly avowed her hostility against 
accomp.aDying the expression, in both dc- “ us," it is too miserable a mockery of rea- 

claratioiv?. Lord Izuidcrijale only s.ays, soning to merit .serious rgm^rk. Not only 

that the arrangement desired for Russia was may it happen, that a new reason for con- 

an object "more interest.iig," than thoi'e tinning a war may "arise, during a war ; but 

points peculiarly connected \jith our own it may happen, that the new ‘reason may* 

interests; and he adds, possible arise out of the removal of the original 

•clearly implying ihdl those po'mt.s»were of reason; and this has been the case in the 

themselves of very great ifclerest. And, in present instance; for, if we wore now to 

the king’.s recent decl.sration, the word negoeftite, the basis and the terms ought to 

, “ immediately” so qualifies wh.it follows, ^be very different indeed from what they 
a,s to give to the declaration a meaning not might have been at the |:%riod of the nego- 

■tall different from th.it of I/)rd Lauder-* ci.nion of 180(i. And, yet you tell us, 

dale; which meaning plainly is, that, , th.it tho war is now continued “ without 
tliongjj, as to the interests of England, there “ an object and without a cause,” merely 

were great differences, yet, it happetjed, because we have lost xhe ally, for whose 

that it was upon points njore immediatejly sake we, more immediately, broke off the 

connected with the interests of Rn«sia, that negociationtronduettd by Mr. Fox. 
the rsgociation was broken off.' But, to The terms, as above stated, would, in 
l ave adhered to the fair cnnstructioti of my opinion, have given to this Country, in 

these declarations would not have suited the state in which it was in 18C«5, not a 

your purpose, which was to bring your raometft of real repose. Hanover Is set in 

readers gradually to the following clencftin'g the foreground, though i* w«mld be verj* 

ai^ument: “ that, as the non-compliance ditficuU to shew how the restoratiov.of that 

'• by France with our demands, on the part electorate could have been an honour to t&e 

" of Russia, was the only reason for con- " crown ” of England. That France would 

" tinuingdlie war, there exists not now, offer to restore it was foreseen and foretold, 

" when that reason u effectually removed long ago; and, the mighty sacrifice she 

“ by the.avow'ed ho^lify>ag 3 inst us, either 'thcreKi would have ipade must be evident, 
any just ground of «fii|ac« agauist France when wereeoUttd, firs^ Uiat she has strip* 
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ped it of its -veijr skin*, 'and next, that she 
coulS, at any time, hare re*occupied it stf 
he'r pleasure. It was one of the sins of the 
^te ministry to demand the restoration of 
I^nover, their Aotive for^ which was evi¬ 
dent to ail the world, namelyj that of flat¬ 
tering cerlaki prejudices as the sure means 
‘ of keeping their places; and,«it is not a 
littltfsurprizing, that you. Sir, you who cteaily 
wish to pay your court to the people, should 
have held i'orth, as a great, concession to us, 
the restoration of that, whii;h the whole 
nation rtg.trds as a mill-stdhe about its neck 
But, the truth appears to be, fliat you Were 
divided, in your hopes and fears here tiga'tn. 
You must have perceived, that the restbra- 
, tioifof llanjjver was not a favonrite object 
with the nation ; but, on (he other hand, 
y'Onr anxiety to justify France induct’d you 
tg^nake tlie most of the oflbr with respect 
to that miserable electorate. She oft'ered 
us, however, the C.ipe of Good Hope (a 
possession of Holland), Malta, hercuioiiies 
(or rather factorie.-)) in the I'iast-lnJies, gnd 
the island of Tobago, of all which we were 
in actual posse.s®.ion, while t liefe existed not, 
in the world, the means of taking any one 
of them from us; and, if you do not per¬ 
ceive the fact, Mr. Talleyrand did, that the 
perpetual possession of all lhe>e, and of all 
• the colonies of both hemi-iphere-., would not 
have tended, even in the slightest tlegree, 
to the security of Englaud, in which respect 
they w'ere, all taken together, of far les.s 
importance than that litt!e*dot in the imp of 
Europe, called the island of Si. Marcou. 
You pass over, with great cautiousness, 
what France would luive retained, in'case 
we had made peace upon the terms pro¬ 
posed. You tell U.S that the King of I^aples 
was to have bad ** the Balearic islands and 
an annuity from to enable him to 

maintain his dignrtq but you omit to 
state, that he was to have been deprived of 
the island of Sicily, by the peace, which 
’Napoleon had ,not been'able to take from 
him duribg the war ;* and, you also omit to 
state, that Sicily and Italy In pi^sscssion of 
France, ^taIta must be given up by us for 
want of the means of feeding its inhabitants. 
In shorf,^ there appeal s to me to have been 
oflered by France nothing that would have 
enabled us'to dismantle, without abandoning 
aH ideas of safety* a single ship of war. or 
tos^siS^lR! a single regiment that was, at (be 
time the negociation began, necessary for 
our defence^ and, the whole of the nego¬ 
ciation dnl)r tended to confirm meti in their 
former opinion, thijt Napoleon would con- , 
sent to no peace, that should not work more . 
rapidly than war towards his grand obj^t,' 


the conqflest and complete subjugation of 
England. You, however, think very diffe¬ 
rently. You think him perfectly sincere in 
all his pacifle professions; and, as the rea¬ 
son you give in of tins opinion may 

be comprehended by others, though it is not 
by me, I shall hete state it in yous own' 
*.vords. " Whether the ruler of France was 
“ or was not .sincere in his professions for 
“ peace, I siiall not underlL'^o to judge. 

' •'* There is, liowcver, one circumstance 
“ which strongly J'aiours the idea that he 
“ teas so, and which may, therefore, be 
** alloued to stand aga'ust the v.ague asser- 
“ lions, so generally made to the contrar\ 
[Now, reader, watch narrowly for this cir- 
cu(u»tance ] “As Haumcr was to be im- 
“ mevliaf'.’ly and niico;jditir.!i.a!ly restored to 
“ its eiector, an application appears to have 
“ been made, during tlie negociation, by 
“ Buonaparte to the king of Prussia, to 
“ whom the possession of it had been ceded* 
“ by Fiance as a conquered proviace, to 
“ deliver it tip to its former sovereign.” 
[Have you found out the ciicumstance yet, 
reader ?] “ .This application excited no 

“ sinvill share of indigiiatiou on the part of 
“ the kino of Prussia, who is said to have 
“ cxpre.ssed his determination, not to allow 
“ himself lo be divested of his dominions at 
“ (he will of the French ruler.’’ [Have you 
got it yet f ] ‘ ‘ The consequence of this was 

“ a most singular complication of^aflairs, 

“ We w'ere alifady gt war with Prussia, 

“ who had also refused to divest herself of 
“ Ilanoxcr, aUhuugh she had not the slight- 
*“ est ptetens+uns to the sovereignty ;• and. 
“ though th/ establisknient of pe.ace.be- . 
“ tween England,' ant! France might have 
“ depended upon tl” Hare you found the 
“ ciicumstance” yet, reader?. Ifyouhave, 

} on will do me a favour to lend me a little 
pf your shurpsightedr.e.ss; for, after having 
read the- paragraph over twenty times, with 
the utmost anxiety to And the statement of 
a circum.stance “ strongly favouring the idea 
“ tlfat Buoifaparte was sincere in his pro- 
“ fessioiis for peave and that w*as to be 
allowed to .stand against the assertions, 
so generally made to'the contrary;” after 
nil this anxious perusal, 1 can (ind, ii^tonly 
no such circumstance iliared, but nothing at 
ail t^at has any conneciion with, the subject. 
Perhaps, however, Mr. Roscoe, you may 
mean, thaMho application made to the king 
of Prussia, for the surrender of Hanover, 
was a proof that Napoleon confl||pntly ex¬ 
pected, that be should .soon have to restore 
it to the elector, and, .of course, as confl- • 
denlly expected that a treaty of peace would 
grow out of the negociation ihsm.going uu. 
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Aye; but this, Sir, is quite another thing. '* sioned by her urgusit refusal to restore to 

He might conhdently expert, and sincerely " their lawful sovereign the patrimoniaf and 

wish for, a.thing called a treaty of peace " long-descended dominions of the HoiVse 


with England; and yet, at. the same time, 
entertain towards het, vicxis the most de¬ 
cidedly hostile. It was some circumstance 
such as would have favoured the idea of his 
being really peaceably inclined towards us, 
that I was expecting to hear you state j such, 
for instance, • ;is an oflvr to set Holland and 
Spain free. *^This would have been some¬ 
thing ; this would not only have stood against 
vague assertions,” but against that chain 
of reasoning and of facts which have been 
advanced its the foundation of the opinion 
that he was not sincere in his propositions 
for peace; but, the offer of Hanover to us, 
so far from standing against such reasoning 
and facts, tend only to confirm us in the 
conclusions drawn from them. 

Upon this part of the subject more will 
be said in my next letter, when I come to 
examine into the nature of your statements 
and opinions with respect to the relative 
situation of the two countries, supposing 
peace to be now made, leaving all the ports 
and naval arsenals upon the continent of 
Europe in the hands, or under the controul, 
of obr enemy. The pre.sent I shall conclnde 
with a remarl^ or tw’O upon the notions 
which you seem to entertain respecting the 
rights of sovereignty. You tell u.s, in the 
passage above quoted, that “ Hanover had 
been ceded by {france to the ki:ig of 
** Pru.ssia, as a conquered ijrovince." Pre¬ 
sently after you have to speak of the king of 
Prussia’s refusal to deliver it <np again, npori 


" of Brunswick.” No, Sir, st was not;t 
refusal to restore them to tlwi elector, it W^s 
a refusal to ^ive them n^lo France, and 
that, too, without any equicalent, 4hat 
France might have tliem as an article of ces-' 
siwn to us in the treaty that was, as was^then 
expected, about to 'be made. You, all 
along, speak of Hanover as something, and, 
indeed, as a great thing, which France had 
to restore to us; *before she could restore it 
she must possess it in right of conquest; 
that right she had ceded to Prussia; the 
right Dt Prussia must have been just .is good 
as the right of France; and yet you contend, . 
you flatly as,sert, that to the sovereignty of 
Hanover Pru.ssia had not the slightest p'^e- 
tensions. 'JL'bere may possibly be some tew 
persons, in England, who have, through all 
the transfunnations of the French govein- 
ment, from a simple democracy up to a 
simple military de.spotism, retained their 
orrginal partiality for tiie rulers of that coun¬ 
try ; and thtftc fjcrsons may applaud your 
present efforts; but, if I am not the most 
deceived of men, tlio.st' efl’orts will, by evciy 
other description of persons, be considered 
as proceeding from a want of principle as 
flagrant .is any that has been witnessed for a- 
Jong series of years. 

I am, yonrs, &c, 

« Wm, CoauEiT. 

Botley, \QFcl., ]608. 

SUMMARY OF POlrlTICS. 


the application of J^ranoe; 'fvhc’reiipon you Amrkicav States. -The good citi- 

observe, “that 'Pra&md had not the sligh lest zeiis of this virtuous young empire are, it 

pretensions lo ike sovereignlt/; ’ tliongh would seem, resolved not to leave thesmall- 

tbe country (a conquered country) haJ been est doubt in the mind cf any man living, 

ceded to her by prance. You acknowledge, that all which I have said bud of them is 


the right of conquest in France; you ac¬ 
knowledge her right- to cede the electorate 
to Prussia; and yet you assert, that Pru!).si:i 
hacknot the slightest pretensions to the .sove¬ 
reignty of it, when France those t<*coni-, 
jnandhertogjveit up; lyid, moreover, you 
justify France in deman.ling it without any 
equivalent, acknowledging that France has 
still ia right to consider it ag her own, and so 
to esfimate it in the terms of a treaty, which 
she is makiftg with us. Any thing so de¬ 
cidedly, so undisgnisetUy, French as Ihis, I 
never before iqet with in any English writer; 
and nothing so inTpt}4t?ntly profligate in any 
of the reports of the Biithop of Autun.* In 
vain wo6m you save appearances hy the pal- 
tty misrepresentation' which follr)ws j “ Yet 
/* Prussia was now to be our ally ; and thitt 
“ country Jtiad to defend her in a war cftca- 


sliort of the truth. Hiey will, before they 
hive done, put their frieiids here to the 
blush, 1 am afraid, and will go very far to¬ 
wards confirming the truth of the lafeaiiser- 
tions of the Bishop ef Autun, namely, that 
republican government is “ fit for nothing 
“ but'lo*m?ke men rascals.” This is the 
.substance of what the Bishop said; and yet, 
it is very strange, that some of those who 
were attached tq the B|shop whill6 he held 
republican government tp be absolutely nv-< 
cea^ary.to preserve m<fe from becomUig 
brutes, should be attached, to htm^oow as 
much as they were beforp.*-^—^The mrst 
thing which I have to notice, relating to the 
American States, is a quarrel between Mr. 
John Randolph one of the members of the 
House of Representatives of the United 
Stites^ and General Wilktoson, who h## 
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long \}ceQ entruvited with commands upon 
the Western frontier of the United States. 
It appears, that Mr. Randolph bad long sus* 
grated Wilkinson of being. izk the pay of 
^ain, with wb^ the American States have 
had many squatmles about botfndaries, &c.; 
nnd>tbat, atdast, some documents came into 
'tiic hands of Mr. Randolph, iwhereon to 
substantiate the charge. Amongst othen, 
the following letter, from the Baron de Ca- 
rondelet, Spanish Intendant at New Orleans, 
to a Mr. Porrell, at New Madrid, dated 20th 
January, 1806. “ In the galley the Victo- 
“ ria, Bernardo Molina, Patroif, there have 
" been sent to Don Vincent Folch nine 
thousand six hundred and forty dollars, 
“ \fhichfiura^ without making the least use 
'' of it. yrni will hold at my disposal to deli> 
'* *’er it at the moment that an order may be 
“^'Jjrespnted to you by the American Gene- 
'' ral, Don James Wilkinson.”-This'ot¬ 

ter, duly-at tested, Mr. Randolph produced, 
in his place, on the'11st of December last, 
•and m ule a motion upon the subject. After 
some time spent in debate, the di-scuss/hn 
was .adjourned. I must now eftpy from the 
Washington newspaper of the same date. 
The matter is curions, and of political im- 
p.ortance, because it atfords ns a iruc^ picture 
of a people, with whom we have, at ptescut, 

•a great deal to do. The reader will bear in 
mind, that we are here going to speak of 
the “ most virtuous people upon earth,” as 
they have called thefaseives, even since the 
commencement ot this p(e.seut session of 
Congress. 

“ This moi-niiig the town was alarmed by 
bills, stuck up at every tavern, corners 
“ of streets, &c. The following is a copy, 

« as near as 1 can recollect:— 

HECTOR ItNMASKES ! 

“ In justice to my character, 1 denounce 
" to the world, John Randolph, Member of 
Congress, a prevaricating, base, calumnia- 
f* ling scoundrel, poltroon and coward. 

'• JaS. WltKISSON.” 

Correspondence between Randolph and Wil¬ 
kinson. . • 

IVashington, Dec, 2,1807. 

•f Sir,^~—I understand several expres- 
" sions have escaped you, in their ^ature 
" personal, and highly injurious to ray re- 
" Station. The Exceptionable language 
" ifpapffted to you, may be briefly and sub- 
sfantially compassed in the following 
" statement/ That you have avowed your 
" opinion I was a rogue—that you have 
" ascribed to me the infernal disposition to ■ 

** commit murder, to prevent the exposition 
of my sinister designs, and through me 


" have stigmatised those citizen, soldiers, 
“ who compose the meritorious military 
" corps of our country. No person can be 
more sensibla of the pernicious tendency 
** of such crue/and undeserved reflections, 
"*in their application to public men or pri- 
vate individuals, than yourself; -yor is 
" any man more competent tp determine 
" the just reparation to which they establish 
" a foir claim. Under these impressions, I 
" can have no hesitation to appeal to yo>.r 
“ justice, your magnanimity, and youp gal- 
“ lantry, to prescribe the maither and the 
“ measure.s of redress, being j>ersuaded your 
*' decision will comport witn the feelings of 
" a man of honour, and that you will be 
“ found equally prompt to assert a right or 
" repair a wrong. I tninsmit this letter 
“ through the post office, and shall expect 
'* your answer, by such channel as you may 
'' deem most proper. I have the honour to 
" be, Sir, your obedient servant, • 

“ Jas. Wilkinson." 

*' The Hon. John Randolph." 

" Sir,- Scver il months ago I was in- 

‘ formed of your luuing .said, that you were 
^ acquainted with what had passed in the 
' grand jury-room at Richmond, last spiking, 

“ and that you had declared a determina- 
“ tion to challenge me. I am to consider 
“ your letter of last night, by mail, as the 
" execution of this avowed purpo.se, and, 
through the same channel, return you 
** my’answer. Whatw'er may have been 
" the expressions used by me, in relation to 
“ your character, they were the result of de- 
*' liberate opiifion, founded upon the most 
“ authentic efidence, Ae greater part of 
“ which my country imposed upon me the 
“ painful duty to weigh and to decide upon; 

“ they were such, as to my knowledge and 
to yours, have been delivered by hundreds 
'* of the first men in the Union, and pro- 
" bably by a full moiety of the American 
" people. In you. Sir, I can recognize no 
rig|it to hu||d me accountable for my ^ub« 

" lie or private opinion of your character, 

" that would not*subject me to an equal 
claim from Colonel Burr, or Serjeant 
" Dunbaugh. I cannot descend to your Id- • 

" vel. This is ray final answer. « 

*' John Ranoolph.” 

“ Brigadier General Wilkinson." 

•» Washington, Dec, 23. 

Sir,—I have received your letter of 
' the 25th instant, by mail, in tjAich ybu 
' violate truth and honour, to inmilge the 
' inherent malignity and rancour of yoiir 
‘ soul. On what ' level,* pray Sir, shall 
^ we find the wretch, who, tq^asque his 
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cowardice, fabricates falsehoods, andhead- 
“ unprovoked insults upon unnaerUed injus 
** ries ? You, John Randolph, are this man, 
“ and yonr own breast c?n besit solve the 
“ proposition. You ‘ cafeinot descend to 
" my level i’ vain equivocal thing! AncFdo 
ypu believe this dastardly subterfuge will 
avail you, or that your lion’s skin will 
longer conceal your true char.actsr? Ein- 
brace the alternative still within your 
reach, and ascend to the ‘ level’ of a gen- 
** tieman, if possible; act like a man, if you 
can. aodNpare me the pain of publishing 
“ you to the world, fi.'r.''n insolent, slander- 
*' ous, prevaricating poltroon. 

*• Jambs Wilkinson.’’ 

“■ N. B. The first idea suggested by the 
** indecency of youi-j espouse to my letter, 
** was the chasliseiueut. of my cane, from 
'' which the sacred respect I owe to the sla- 
“ tion you occupy in the councils of the 
nation, has alone protected you j and to 
the coii^equeni c.inllict of feeling and du- 
*' ty must be ascribod tlie delay of ibis note. 

James Wilkinson.” 
'“John Randolph, £ 47 .” 

There Is every chance, I think, of Wilkiir 
son’t. being bribed by Spain j for, as to 
*' commetcii'J amierni,'' what commercial 
concerns could he possibly have ? But, this ; 
is nothing.new. It was proved :i.s clear .as 
day-li^ht, that the secretary of state, in the 
timer^ Washington,, or/cei the French mi¬ 
nister,' Fauchet, tor a bribe j and, to say the 
truth', the tact e.xcited no public indignation, 
and very little surprize. It? what a state,* 
then, must th:it pe.qple be ? know what a 
state they are in ; I know how un^iriuciplcd 
they are ; I know what profligates tliey are, 
■women as well as men j but, I wish to rest 
upon facts such as these now laid b.efor.e Uie < 
world, an.l which facts none of their in,- 
IcresteJ advocates can deny. An extraot 
from a Boston p.jper of the 31st of Decem¬ 
ber fWill enable the reader to judge of the 
correctness of my opinions, \filh regsfid to 
the effects of an cnibargOtin America. “ AH 
“ the lette.'s from Washington announce a 
" war with Great Britain aS nearly inevita- 
“ ble. The embargo wa.>^ carried by the 
“ inSuence f)f ».spirit hostile to Great Bri- 
frtin, and of course n.ot very in.lepe^ulent 
“ of France. I/'ihc people c/'Nrw kngl'inil 
" quictif} sulnnt to the system of attaching 
*' o.vr Jute to that of Fiance, onr indepen- 

“ tlence i^at an en /.-I'he embargo hp- 

pears, uy the language of the government 
“ p.ipers, intended to produce a coercive 
“ etfcct upon Fug!,snrl. What would we “ 
f‘ co-uipel l^er to do ? To make reparation 

‘ ' < ■ , < <- i 


“ for the attack on the Qhesapeake ? She 
has senth^. Rose, expressly commissiou- 
" ed to do all fbat her character can sirffer 
to be done \vithout degradaton, to sati^ 
" the wounded feelings c^our country, lie 
" is now i)e?ir 6 ur coast if\ol arrived, bear- 
*' ing the olive branch, and teivlering us sa- 
" tisfactiun, peace and good will. It i» 
therefore madness to say, the embargo 
has any relation to the attack on the 
“ Chesapeake. What then are we to coin- 
pel Great Britain to do by this embargo ? 
" She shall abaitslon her claim' to her own 
“ subjects whenever (hey can get on board 
“ our mercli.u)t vessels ! This is the only 
“ point that now labours between' the two 
“ govcfimients. To effect this concession „ 
" on the part of England, we are called 
upon to sacrifice fhe pro-speiity of .the 
" country—to submit to the most distrbss- 
“ ing privation.s—many to absolute nun, 

" and all this with dignity and patience.— 

“ l.ct those who already see consternation 
" stalking through our streei.s, and hundreds 
“*'of poor but iiuliisirious men, even on the 
" second d:ty of the embnrgo, standing 
*' without any employment, suing for some 
“ nie;ui.s of earning a day’.s support for their 
“ family, let them imagine this state of 
" things, protracted a few months, and 
“ judge of the consequences. Will they be 
“ supportable ? It is evident from the tone' 
of the National Intelligencer, and cor- 
“ roborated by all theJeticrs we have seen 
“ from Washington, that the embargo is to 
“ last, until its effects are felt across the 
4 fl«Htic.—If so, it must continue many 
“ months. Can it be borne with dignity 

“ and patience ?- rWe have given, in all, 

“ towards twenty millions of dollars, to 
" jirevcnt the French from owning territo- 
" ries in our neighbourhood. If is now 
“ cuniidvntly asserted tliat Buonaparte has 
" made arrangements, in his 'way, with the 
" government of Sipain, to codd him the 
“ Floridas ! Thus, after wasting our tfea- 
" sury, and incurringtaii enormous debt, to 
“ secure the management of our own af- 
fairs wftiiojt interruption, we are to have 
“ a French colony bordering with Us upon 
" the Atlantic. It is as eviijent as any thing 
“ can be, that witli such a territory run- 
“ nii% so far Iwyond them as onr Louisiana 
" po-sscssions, we are itiore exposed, and 
" less able to defend ourselves thau ever. 

Thus ends the niiscrahio policy of »at- 
“ tempting to attain security by purchasing 
“ thegnuuid that a suspected and meddle- 
“ some tenant might occupy.”——Now, 
this seems to me to be a pretty good answer 
to .* 1 . B. of the Morning Chronicle, to Mr, 
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Bo»coe, upon the styiie subject ^nd to Mr. 
Alexander Baring, *1. P. who hjs written a 
long and most 6uj)o) ific pampldet in defence 
cf die conduct pf 'Ainei'ica, under the guise 
of^ examination Uito our conduct towards 
America. I recojfect sometJMng,t»t‘ the au¬ 
thor 0 ^ this pamphlet, and of his connec- 
.tions i and, I would beg leave to e. £.;gesl to 
him, tbat M.‘P. after his name’ sLould, in 
candour, be followed b/ any titles Wi.ich he 
may choose to attach to tiliose connections ; 
for, it i^ by no means fitir that the reader 
should see but one side of liiin. ’i'liis is a 
.proper mao indued, to answer Mf. Spence! 
We see no' melancholy cffeti s'’ following 
embargo here. We do not see a picture like 
that ilescribed above. It is easy to con- 
I ceive how tlie'Orders in I'o'Uicil will af¬ 
fect Mr. Baring, but Mr. Baring .'s i.ot 
Engkind; nor can he be cousidn ed as an 
impartial judge in the case, it has been 
stated by the ministers, that the Orders of 
Council have not diminished the commerce 
of England. I wish they may 5 bnt, I am 
surh tl-.ey will make iniseiy enough in Spal* 
and Portugal, and that they will produce 
mpst serious inc.invenieiice in France, and 
in every country under her controiil. Na¬ 
poleon’s ministers call upon the chemists to 
lind out something lO .answer the purpose of 
sugar and collee; and I have heard of a pro¬ 
ject lor making grass into beet in Fiiiuce, 
without the help of the stomach of an ox. 
One is just as proltpblp as the other. Let us 
try these Orders for a year or two. Let us 
try the .sovereignty of the sea; and, I am 
very much deceived, if, at the end of that 
time, Napoleon will not bedi.ipo.sixl to make 
a real peace with us. The contest now, is 
that of Phigland against all the’ rc.st of Eu¬ 
rope. . A low years of this will give quite a 
new turn to men’s minds j it will m.ike the 
Idea of being a matc^ for all the world fa- 
nuliar to us, which will be infinitely mure 
valuable than all tbe commerce of all the 
Baifhgs and of every body else. 1 can easi 
Jy conceive an apology,for such a person as 
Mr. Baring. Men brought up, from their 
infancy, to count their gaiD.s, (nfl.st be ex¬ 
pected to feel most sensibly any measure by 
which their gains are diminished. They 
ntay writs and advise wiiat is hostile to the 
interests of their country, and yet be* very 
honest men; because they see things through 
a fi^se Biitdium. Their gains they identify 
with thdr country’s good ; and, when their 
gains are diqninished by any mea.sure, they 
^tnrally conclude that such measure is in¬ 
jurious to tbe country. For my part, I am 
satjstiexl, that Orders of Council are 
vi’cll calciUatcd to promote the permanent 


interests of England, and being so satisfiedf 
J embarrass myself but very little as to the 
etFects which they may have upon indivi¬ 
duals, especially such os are so closely con¬ 
nected with other countries as to render them 
less Utan half Englishmen. 

Procgfoings in Pabliament.— rlhe 
subjects of tbe greatest interest, which 
have been brought before parliament, since 
the publication of my last remarks thereon, 
are, first, the Danish Expedition^ second, 
the intended motion uiioii India Affairs'^ 
third, the Curates' Suspension mifi fourth, 
the.Dfoji’j of Admiralty.—A motion similar 
to that made in the Commons, was made 
in the House of Lords, relative to tbe Da¬ 
nish E.\pedirioii; that is to say, a motion 
fi'r the production of the papers, or infor¬ 
mation, upon which the expedition wm 
undertaken, it being allodged by the gen- 
tlcmcn opposite," that po.sitive proqf of 
tlie hostile di;.po.sitiori of Denmark, or, at 
least, of the iiitcntion, and the power, of 
Fr.mce, to seize the Danish fleet, was ne¬ 
cessary to justify our conduct towards tlie 
former power. In this debate, the “ gen- 
“ tlemen opposite” certainly had the best 
end of the argument; because the minis¬ 
ters, very unwi.«ely, had, at several stages 
of the proceeding, talked of such informa¬ 
tion as the grounds of their measure; 
whereas, if they ;',ad rested their justifica¬ 
tion .solely upon !ne notorious circumstan¬ 
ces of the case, ^they would have .been 
plagued with none of •these discussions j 
the common senic of the country being 
wdlh them, the^' might have left ilu-ir oppo¬ 
nents to indulge in their unavr.iJing juTusa- 
tioas. But% not o.ily dfH their li.midity; 
their want of courage lu dei'end the mea¬ 
sure upon the only solid ground, lead them 
to pretend to have received positive infor¬ 
mal ion ; they did not stop here, and say, 
ihht we cannot reveal tliis information, 
without great injury to the pr.biio service, 
but, in the debate in the House of Com¬ 
mons, •Mr. Cinning did produce, papt^’.sj 
that is to say, he read parts of letters from 
Mr. Garlike, our laic minister at Copenha¬ 
gen, and also of letters from Lord Hutchin¬ 
son ; and, having done this, it appeared 
impossible to giife any good reason #vliy 
the whole of the correspondences should 
not b4 produced. Motions were, there, 
fore, made for tliis purpose; . and 
though they were negatived, as all .motions 
agiiMist the minister are, I think, however 
odd it may seem; though thei^mutiont 
were nc«aiived. the public could see no req- 
•son wh.ucver for the reiusal, it appearing 
mauitestiy qnjust, that you should tell tap 
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that the exposition of the correspsndence 
would be injurious to the nation, at tbcfvery 
moment that you yourself read from it those 
parts which suit your *ourpose. Here wc 
iiaye an instance of the Vnischievous effects 
of tliat eternal desire to triumph in rfebate. 
There was not the least necessity for the 
reading of tho papers in tpiestion. The 
speech of Mr. Canning, without any other 
tacts to state than such as were notorious, aiui 
needed Culy to be brought together, and 
pjaced in a strong light before the public, 
w'as quite sufficient. Not sufficient to sa¬ 
tisfy every man, perhaps; but, certainly 
ninety-nine men out of every hundred, 
Jiuf, this was not enough. There must be 
a debating triumpli, and this triumpii, like 
most triumphs g lined by unfair means, 

has been but very short-lived.-It was 

carious, however, to hear the language of 
the Outs, upon this occasion. Tlicy were 
quite” indignant that Mr. Gurlikc’s corres-. 
pondence had been misrcpveseivcd, which 
misrepresentation might injure his lair lame 
in foreign countries. 'J'hcy did not make 
the mol ions, or the speeches, yiai would 
have thought, for any purpose connected 
with a desire to harmss their rivals in the 
T.w.e of prolit and power; no, but from ;i 
deep sense of the injustice, which had 
been done to this gentlennn, w'ho, they 
were under great apprehensions, niighr, 
•by the courts abroad, be suspected of lia- 
ving^ said one thing ta. them and another 
thing to liis own government; rather than | 
leave him in which predicament, they i 
wouli almost suffer martyrdom, ns far, At ’ 
least, as martyrdpm couhKbc indicted by 
the hearing of long speeches. '• Generous 
souls! I dare say, that Mr. (Warlike, wdio, 
though he is said to be a most accomplished 
diplomatic minister, may know little abouk 
St. Slephen’s, w'as overpowered vvith supli 
an amazing display of generosity; but, if 
hr be w’ise, he will leave it to be, like other 

rigjjteous deeds, its ow'ii reward.-~Lord 

Hutchinson stood in need of no deft-'nder. 
He spoke for himself;, and, he not only 
cleared up the misrepresentation, which, 
as be stated, had been made with respect to 
his letters, bat told a long;^ story, gave a de¬ 
tailed narrative, of hts conversations with 
the Emperor Alexander, proving, lioisrever, 
as far as it proved any thing, that the war 
with Russia was nol produced by the Danish 
expedition, though he thought it was has- 
itKedby that measure. But, of what‘use 
w'as it to ^ive us the words, or thu opinions of 
that Autocrat? What are his sayings and opi¬ 
nions to us ? Is he (be only judge, or any* 
judge at ajl^ of whit is necessary to the 
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] safety of ^nglanil ? But, now that be is the 
avowed enemy ofthls country,he is i^ith some 
people, become a very wise man, and, !■ 
suppose, they will soon begiiv to think, tl^itis 
1 government is an admifs&le one. Nay^om- 
j plainl.s ar«madc against Bic press for abusing 
! him. It is very true, that tlie base hkelinp, 
W'ho had applauded him to the skies but a 
few days bclorc, did. the moraent*he had^ 

; made the peace of Tilsit, begin to assail 
i him in .a'most unnierciful manner, not for¬ 
getting to iiiiit, that a rei>etitioa of the ef- . 
feet of poor faul’s “ two penny-worth of 
whipcord*’ might be of sovereign utility* 
This was very base, certainly ; but, from us, _ 
who always ilunight justly of him ; w'ho al-''’ 
ways# held him and his anyies in a*-|)ropp”r 
degree of c.slimation j who alway.s abhorred 
the idea of relying upon him atul 'us^lavcs 
for the preservation of the iiuiepeudcnye ot 
England ; from ns, all that can be expected 
is, that we should now abstain from down¬ 
right abuse of him, being perfectly at liber- 
ly to laugh at him as much as wc please.. It 
I ^i'oiild appear, that there is something conta- 
1 gions in thi touch of princes. Most men, 

, W'ho lirve been admitted to converse with 
I them, become their enlogi.>:s; .and }Ct, as 
I far as I have been able to veiily faci.s; as tar 
I as liie jtiiblic conduct of princes can warrant 
I the forming of an opinion, I can discover rto 
other general cause for than that of va¬ 
nity, the vanity, the empty vanity, of beirtg 
considered as Uic Iritnd of a prince j as if 
that tulnno wcruaoy thing hououralde ; as it 
it addfd to the importance of the person 
professing such fricnd.^hip.* ' Two coiintry- 
liien being in a wood, w here king Wllliani 
was hunting, said the one to the ot icr, in a 
lone of extiltation, “ the king rode so close 
&y me tli.at he almost knocked me down.’' 

-“ Aye,” said the other, “ but lie spoke. 

" to me.”-“ Indeed! what did he sriy,|f‘' 

“ Why he said, with such a noble 
“ voice, stand out of the way, you son of q, 

" h -” The vanity here displayed was 

not at all more contemptible and ridiculous 
than that which we daily witness in persons 
W'ho have not ti.e same apology that might 
be made for these poor woodmen.-Du¬ 

ring these debates, relative to the Danish 
Expedition, Marquis Wellesley, according 
to tlJe news-paper reports, made a long 
speech, in which he dwfclt much upon fhe 
unprincipled ambition of Napoleeifj upon 
the ravages of his conquests, and his fotal 
contempt of all the principles upon which 
nations have hitherto acted towards one ano¬ 
ther. This was all very true; but, I am 
afraid, that the noble Marquis will see, that, 
notwithstanding all the violences and crimes 
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of Napolbon. he wiy not only estape (for a gance and injustice, when, at a later period, 

while at^ least) with impunity { l^it will be he iiad the indiscretion to put himseif with- 

flattered and caressed; that, not only will in the reach of their tangs. For this, 

heJ^sotFered to enjoy the fruits.of all his amongst other thij^s, I was glad to see 

detnwnings and plunderings and murders, them overthrown; land, if ever there was 

but that all these uiHl receive assort of legal perfect justice done to men, upon this earth, 

sanction, by and by when we come to make it is that which they have experienced at the 

peace, in like manner, the noble,Marquis hapds of the Wellesleys, who, the mome*nt 

will sesi, as a notorious strumpet is, by the the king’s determination was known, voted 

ceremony of marriage (when she has the against tlv/m, to a man, and are now 

good look to find a man bdse enough to mar- amongst the most formidable of their oppo- 

ry her) *' made an honest Wman,” and, nents. It will, indeed, be curious to s<^ 


if she chance te have a rick or pewerful 
husband, becomes an object of praise and 
admiration. Nay, it would not at ail nston- 
isb me, if Napoleon, thus purified, were 
lo set Arp for a satirist of tyranny and jilun- 
<!er, verifying ftie old saying, that the 
grgatest rogue cries rogue first." But, 
let us hope, with the noble Marquis, that, 
in tfie end, justice will take place; tlrat, out 
of this unnatural state of things, will arise, 
some how or ether, the means of indicting 
vengeance upon the heads of all those, who 
are now able to set law and justice at de^ 

fiance.-^The second subject uf«par]ianien- 

tary debate, which it appears to me necessa¬ 
ry to notice, is a motion, or rather intended 
motion of Lord Folkestone, relative to/«dia 
Affairs, and particularly, as it would seem, 
to. the transactions in Oude, first brought 
Jbrvvard by Mr. Pauli. His lordship pro¬ 
poses to confine himself to the moving of 
certain resolutions^ex^iressive of the opinion 
of parliament, as to those transactions; but, 
Mr. 'I'jerney, and the rest oJ" the gentle¬ 
men opposite,’* are for a committee of inqui¬ 
ry ; they are for a regular set to, and not for 
a single motion, which will get rid of the 
matter at once ; they are for boiu after bout, 
milking, in the whole, a grand combat. 
The most interesting point, connected with 
this discus.sion, will be, however, to see in 
what manner the “ gentlemen opposite’’ 
will take the matter up. The public cannot 
havd forgotten the manner, in whicli, while 
in office, they treated Mr. Paul]; the means 
whictf they made u.se of to thwart all 
his endeavours to institute a fair inquiry 
into these very transactions. They have 
pow no other information to go upon, than 
what he Vmng from them with almost as 
much difficulty as he would have got (^e of 
their places; aud,*if they proceed at all, 
th^ mH.st proceed upon that, for which they 
are«indcbted to him, after having subscribed 
fheir hundreds of pounds, for the purpose 
of keeping him out of parliament, that be 
might no longer have the power to torment 
them with this very subject, and after ha- 
|log treated-him with such intolerable aaro- 


how the “gentlemen opposite!’ .will now 
lake this matter up. The eyes of the public 
will be, as they well know, fixed steadily 
upon thorn; and, for myself, I give them 
my w'ord, that I will not fail to Jo my best, 
in order to enable my readers to judge of 
their conduct now, compared with their 
conduct, as connected with the same subject, 

in igoo.-I’he Curates' Suspension Bill 

has made no great figure in the report of the 
debates; but it relates to a matter very par¬ 
ticularly worthy of public attention. The 
history of it is this: In 1796 , an act was 
passed, having for its object the bettering of 
the situation of cliratcs of the established 
church ; but, into the same act, after it got 
to the Lords, was interwoven a danse, nia- 
king a former benefice voidable, in case the 
incumbi'nt accepted of a perpetiwl curacy, 
.ingnaented by Queen Anne’s bounty. Be¬ 
fore this act was passed, a perpetual cufacy 
might be legally heLd with any other bene¬ 
fice or benefices. Nothing could be more 
reasonable than this provision; because the 
intention of the gugmentation of the revenue 
of the perpetn^ curacie.s, was, to make it 
sufficient for the maintenance of a clergy¬ 
man. Nevertheless, the act being generally 
considered as containing nothing but provi- 
jions relating to stipendiary curates, there 
did, with respect to the clause just spoken 
ol^ a general ignorance prevail. Under the 
infiuence of this ignorance, the Rev. James 
Scott w'as, in 1805, nominated to the ijer- 
petual .curacy of Titley, in Herefordshire, 
having, in 1801, bq,en presented to the rec¬ 
tory of Brampton Bryan, in the s.ame coun¬ 
ty, by his brother-in-law, Lord Oxford, 
with whose consent and approbation be ac¬ 
cepted of the perpetual curacy. In LSO@ 
(Mr. Scott being out of England, as chap* 
lain of a king’s ship). Lord Oxford, finding 
that, in consequence of the act of 1his 
brother-in-law bad, by accepting the cura¬ 
cy, 'to which acceptance he had Given kis 
conseqt, forfeited the-living of*®rampton 
Bryan (the latter being worth seven timer, 
-’perhaps, as much as the former), took advan¬ 
tage thereof, and presented another person 
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(.•» the living. To prevent tli'e.eiicct of this, to the taiot was the suliect of culogiaiu 

a bill was •brought in, and passed, during with the Archbishop.-The ^ Ad- 

the Jast session of jjarlianieut, suspending miralt^ would, if We had room, Torm a 
the efiecl of the abov^meutioned clause in most copte^ts sabject; which, for thejre* 
the act of 179^^9 amU the bill, ju»t now sent, I shall content myself with i^rcly 
pissed, repeals that saspeusion; so thst Mr. opening.-#—S-At aiime,lwhen we arercalled 

Scott loses his living.-With re-spect to upon to sacrifice oiir “ iast«hilHng and our 

tSe suspension bill, it was not at all more last drop of blood,” it becomes our duty * to 
xinjn.st than the saspcnsion bill passed in, enquire into how vnllmts are enpended. 
1600 , or 1801 , relative to non-residtMice, The Royal family, in all its branches-, hatje 
which iirofessedly had an effect upon past an abundance alitAved from the taxes, wiih- 


actiun.s, and was to all intents and purposes, 
II law after the/'net ; or, what the " Icani- 
** ed ” call, in ex post facto law. But, I 
am not pleading its defence; and, I should 
have voted for its repeaU especially as it ap¬ 
pears that Mr. Scott, having two benelices 
with cure of souls, left them both, while he 
went even out of the kingdom, no matter in 
what capacity, but, in fact, in a capacity 
which gave him a third clericrd income, in 
doing which, though he has bur too many, 
whose example he can plead, it is, 1 think, 
impossible for any one to justify him. Yet, 
what shall be said of Lord Oxford ? He 
first gives him the living; he next gives 
his consent and approbation to the accep¬ 
tance of the curacy; and, then, he avails 
h/mself of' a clause in an act of parliament, 
of which Mr. Scott, at least, w'as ignor.int, 
to take from him the living, worth seven 
times, nay, I believe, ten times, as much 
as the curacy. I ihinK, 1 may safely defy 
an^ one to cite me any .jthiiig to match tins 
transaction. The‘subject admits not of am- 
^ pliffcation. Tlicre can be no comment upon 
it-which would not we.iki^) the iinpro.ss.ion 
produced by the bare facts, v The only point, 
upon which a doubt can jrassibly arise, is, 
whether Lord Oxford did actually give his 
consent and approbation to the acceptance of 
the curacy by Mr. Scott; and, if we we^e 
to place no reliance upon the assertion of Mr. 
Scott, undenied oy J,ord Oxford, still the 
undeniable fact, that Ixird Oxford himself^ 
upon Mr. Scott’.H acceptance of the curacy, 
bccatne bis tenant of the tytkes belonging to 
the curacy, would co^mplefely remove all 
doubt; for, as Mr. Scott states, in his pe¬ 
tition, it is the strongest proof of the 
“ knowledge, assent, and privity" of Lord 
Oxford, to the nomination and appointment 
of Mr. Scott to tlie curacy.—-—Such was the 
opinion which Mr. Scott's curate at Slramp- 
ton Bryan entertained of the transaction, 
that he, though, probably, a very, poor 
man, r^sed, it seems, to accept of the li¬ 
ving,; a^3, it was not until some time had 
been spent in the search, that an acceptor 
.was found, in tbeperson of a Rev. Mr. Gra- 
whose readiness to sh(w his obedience 


out any occasional grant.s at all. The aggre¬ 
gate of the siAi) is immense, and makes no 
trifling figure when compared wdth tlie suni 
necessary to. maintain twelve hundred thou- 
.sand poor— — We arc told, thaf these- 
Droipi of Admiralty arq very itticieu(,i|^ 
and so were many things now no longer iir 
existence. For every innovation thabis (o'" 
diminish our liberties or to encroach upon 
our property, an apology is fouiKled upon 
(he altered circumstances of the times 
and the woild. Well, th<*u, w'hy aie we 
nut to make the same plea fora change with 
respect to these droits of adnir.dty ? we 
look back^. I’ll warrant we shall And, that, 
during all the preceding reigns, from .the 
Norman conquest downwards, the droits of 
admiralty have not amounted to a sum so 

large as that of the present rci pi alone.- 

But, there are so many imporLint considera¬ 
tions that present themselves as apipertaining 
to this subject, that I will not attempt to en¬ 
ter upon them licre,»—^Melow I insert the 
debate, as I tin;! it in the Morning Chronicle, 
being anxious toglvc to every thing connected 
with this matter as extensiVe’and assiieedy a 
circulation as possible.——^’I'lie reader will 
not fail to notice what Mr. Sheridan says 
about the Prince of JFaks. 'J’here will be 
few of the grants that will not And an advo¬ 
cate in one, or in another; and, if the en- 
({uiry was in any other hands than those of 
Sir Francis Burdett, 1 should expect to see 
it die away in smoke. 

DKOITS OPAOHIBALTY. 

Debatet in the House oj Commons, Mth Feb. 
1808, hs en in the Morning Chronicle. 

Sm F. Bvbdbtt rose, in pursuance of 
notice, to make-his motion relative to the, 
captur^ property at the dispart of the 
croiinx. He thought it unnecessary, in the 
first instance, to enter'upou any detail.* It 
appeared to him, that these accounts being 
intended as a ground of parliameutary^pro- ’ 
ceeding, roust be granted of course. He 
would, tlierefore, for the present, simply 
move, that there , be laid Before ^e house an. 
account of all captures by his Majesty's Navkl-'^ 
Forces, sipce t(ie year 1792 , datmed to 
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■ remainin:r at the dispo^l ofthe citjwIj; stfttlng' perty came to the king in a double capstcitr. 
the oinbuBt of each capture,'lbe«et|5rociepd», .That*which was sei7.ed before the declara- 
ajiil the appIlcafioH up to thiif day.-r-THE tion of war, and the issuing of letters of mar- 
CnANCKi.i.oR Of THE Exchec^^ Said, q«eand reprisals, belpnging to him ,/«re CO* 
fluit almost impossible, if not entirely row<e. That which was captured afterwards 
?r>, to make np an a<|:ount of sufrh individual was'liitlas lord high admiral, whose rights 
capture-s. Much of the proceeds of these nccmed to the crown when the office w^s 
captures bad accrued to the king, ijotjare put into commission. But it was (he custom 
c’irrnee, but in his capacity of lord high Ad- 4o give up what part belonged to him in this 
iiiiral. A great part had been given to the capacity, or, after the issuing of reprisals, 

■ captors, and the whole ■rt'as ^as much the to the captors. Another species of property, 
property of his majesty as the appropriated was that which was captured in port, or by 
j»ortion of the Civil List. W'lfcatever might such as were not licen.sed captors. This was 
1^ the policy of this, (he house bad sanction- properly the droits of the admiralty, and 
ed it. Un<|uestionably, if bad advice was belonging to the king in virtue of the office 
|iven to the crown in the di.spo.sal of this of high admiral. Jn lyps, when the French 
jitoney, <hat would be a good gmnneb for ra.ade an irruption in f lolland, cncourage- 
^arliainentary inquiry : but, considered ns meut was held out to the inhabitants to re- 
*a funjJ, the house could not intermeddle move to a neutral country, and if they did 

in the application of it. When this sum this,the property detained hereon that oc- 
had grown to a large amount, grants had oasion was (o he restored to them. But as 
been made out of it for the public service. ' they had not done this, it was condemned to 
Grants h.ad certainly been m.ade out of it at the crown as taken before reprisals. The 
different times to the younger branches of j Spwiish property seized before reprisals 
the royal family: but this was so far from* in IjpG, wa.s also condemned as ih? 
being illegal, that he doubted whether it i droits of the admiralty. On the breaking 
would be considered by .anv as an improper out of the war in M.iv, 1803, ho'.tilitii's 
application. Tbe bon. baronet had a right were not commei ced against Holland (ill 
to know what had been the proceeds since the iG'.h of June (bilow'iig ; Dutch property* 
1792 , and what was the amount at present, however, w'as detained in tlie mean time. 
But as be had alleged no instance of mis- and aftc’wards cordemnccl as prize to fbo 
application, he ought not, at this moment, crown. Spanish, Pi nssi.m, and Danish pro¬ 
to insist upon an account of the applica- petty was condemned under similar circum- 
tion. It would he s«itn4’i.ent Icr him, there- >rances, (he c.inlors Jiaviu^ no claim ; Ifml 
fore, to confine him«eU m the, otlicr points in case of a coi’vcntic.n to re-torc it.it th'o 
at present, and aftcvwarcls ’.tkivc for any fur- end cf the war, the crown wonid be bound 
ther iufor.naatioiT, • w hen he had examined to <40 so. But nr* convention cf that sort 
the papers, and slated arty grounds for de-sir- existed, and cnngt'quently ^he property re- 
tng farther information.— Sir Francis Bur- mained at th^ di'-p' sal of the crenvn. Then 
BETT had no objection to follow the line how was it applied ? A rr>f>iety, or perhaps 
chalked out to him by the right hon. genf. two-thirds was gr-mted as a reward to tbe 
for tho great object he iind in view at this captor,"—a circnm«t.ince th.ir mu'.* bepleas- 
tihac was to have the* amount before the ingjothehon. b.ironet (Pole) who was‘9 
h'!U«!e. He. had not, indeed, as yet stated anxious for the interests ot tl’e nav-d service, 
any facts of misapplication ; yet he appre- Another jiart had been applied to the relief 
heildeci the house would not endure that so cf the public exigencies of the vtaie, to 
large a sum should be at*the disposal of the extent df two trillions—one h.iving been 
crown, without any inquiry, even although granted some time ago and another lately, 
it should be admitted that the crovSn had Part had been applied to the relief of those 
the legal right, of which, however, conshle- who had suffered from the breaking, out of 
Table doubts wereentertained.— Sir Charges the war. The Sjjanish government had 
Pole expresled his approbation of the motion sequestrated property belongingto thiscotifl- 
ofthehon.baronet, forallhis reflections on the try, which, by a stipulation in the treaty of 
•ubjactconvincedhim that the admiralty court Amiens, they had engaged to restore. This 
iPUghb to "be upon a new footing.--— The was not done, and .some of the captured pro- 
•Aovocatr General observed, that the ad- perty belonging to the crown, was applied to 
miralty court had nothing to do veith the tbe relief of the sufferers Anot^r part 
subject of this motion. Before the house had been granted to captors who nad not 
proc^evl any further in it, it was proper been allowed to act under the ordinary dis-' 
tlut it should know'what grounds could be cfetionary powers; and another to those 
togde out for an inquiry. The captured pro-^ who had suffered from tho injjpivency of 
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captors. These had b«»n the different modes loctantly stgned by the fight hon. gent, (the 
in which this property had been di.sposed Advocate-General) £25SXX), was'restored 
of. But he did not by any means wish to to the hon. baronet [Hear ! hear!} 'being 
keep out of view, that a very small part of the amouptdf his claim, and that too wth- 
it had, out of bis Maje»f/s grace and libe- out deducting from it any of the exj^ses 
rahty, been Conferred on the younger *bran- of theprocesi^. It was |ome time, indeed, 

ches of his family. Was he the only father before the right hon^,' gent. «(the Adtmcate 

in*the kingdom who w.ts not to be allowed Genera^ could be induced to give a recomV 
to make grants out of funds, appertaining | niendation to this effect, and his acruples 
to him by law, to his own chddren ? It were highly to bis credit. These circum- 
any thought so, he was not ashamed to say stance.? formed pan of the Records of the 
that he differed trom him The house Admiralty Court, but he had only received 
would dispose of the motion as it pleased, the papers tbaomorning. Here, then, w'as 
but no instance of misapplication had been an application of a large sum as a reward- 
stated—no grounds of iuqniiy had been laid, for a violation of the laws of the country. 
The house was competent, certainly, to go He was glad, therefore, that a’disposition^ 
into such an inquiry, but in his opinion appeared to examine this^subject, <but Ijg- 
BO reason had been assigned for the exercise thought the business would be ver^ 
of its right on the present occasion.——imperfectlydone unless the bouse attenfjedto* 
Mr. Lushington perfectly agreed with the the application of the money, which was, 
last speaker, that this moiion had no refer- perhaps, the mostmaterial pointoftbewhole. 
ence. to the Admiralty Court. He also —Sir H. Popham observed, that having beetr 
agreed with him in the greater part of what thus personally attacked, he could not but 
he said relative to the right of the crown Jo offer a few observations in his own vindica- 
thrs property; but differed from him mate- "^ion. Alihough, if the hon. gent, wbo’bad 
rially as to constant piopricty of the appli- thrown out such aspersions as had never 
cation. One instance ot vuisapplication he been used in that house, had given him any 
w'ould state to the house. An hon. baronet previous intimation of his intention to bring 
(iir H Popham) whom he saw in bi.s place, forward circum.stances in wliich he was par- 
had, in the year 17 b 7 > obtained leave of ticularly concerned, he would have been 
absence on half pay from the naval sen ice, better pepaied to meet his statement. He 
in which he was then a lieutciiaiit. He would, however, now advert to a plain and 
went to Osteiid, and there proemed a ship, well known fact. The house would recol- 
tW'El lilrusco, bearing the Imperial flag, Icct he went to the East Indies at a period of 
in which he freigfited a cargo for the East profound peace^ and had been there employ- 
indie.?. He there exchanged his vessel for ed in the service ol the East India Company, 
an American ship, and citfrted a cargo ,to It the hon. gent, would consult the records 
Canton in China: having (aken in a fresh of the India Hoase, he would find that lord 
cargo there, of i^iich a French "supercargo Cornwallis, the Governor General-, and the 
at Canton had a share, he sailed first for Ire- Council, had recommended him strongly to 
laud, and from that to Dungeness, where { th£ Court of Directors, and said that he had 
he landed goods, or, in plain English, deserved that the Directors should apply to 
smuggled them [Hear! hear! and laughter], the Admiralty to promote him. He had’ 
Lieut. Bowen of the Brilliant frigate, Capt. besides received acknewledgments and pre- 
Robinsou, seized ihe ship in Ostend Roads, sents for his services. He was not, surely, 
af^r a person had escaped on shore with the only British Officer who had gone oli 
part of the goods. This vessel was brought board a neutral vessel in order to acquire 
to judgment in the Adgiiralty Court. Du- knowledge and skill in bis profession. It, 
ring the proceeding?, the hoii. baronet was singblar tin t the hon. gent, should select 
claimed his share ot the cargo and freight; him a? an object to attack for what had been 
but when it became necessary to serve a pro- so generally done. Surely bis exertions in 
ceifo of the Court upon him, he was not to India must iiave been very extraordinary [a 
be found, and, in short, had absconded, laugh] to induce the Governor and Council 
The ship was condemned; but for^ll the to recommend him so strongly, and to pro- ■ 
trouble, the inconvenience, and loss of duce this particular attack. Perhaps be ,was 
time occasioned in the prosecution of the sorry that be had gone out under a foaeign 
business, Captain Robinson did not receive flag; matiy might, in a moment of disap- 
one shifltng. Yet .afterwards, in conse- poiutment, do things which they might aftef- 
qgence of a Treasury Warrant, signed by . wards disapprove. But he trusted that he 
ttie Marquis of Blandford and Mr. Long,' would never violate the lawsof his country, 
founded upon a report fur that purpose, rc- nor resort to smuggling without there beiog 
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; iioinelhin^in the case^whicli wonljf do away 
the esseitce and effect of the qffqpce. He 
. haped this matter would be fully inquired 
into, and thoroughly sifted, that the House 
niigH^be enabled to judge upon k complete 
view ' of all the| circumstance#— Mr. 
SiiERiOAN ful]y agreed with the lion, 
captain,*that after the attack which had been 
made ugou him, tlie matter ought not to 
rest there. It was clue both to the house 
add him, that the matter «houid be investi¬ 
gated. He also agreed, that Ifis hon. friend 
behind him might have given Kime notice of 
his intention j but then it was to be#)bserved 
tliat he had only read the pajiers that morn¬ 
ing, and had slated the facts upon an occa¬ 
sion wj^idi had .suddenly arisen. But if it 
[ :v3s necessary to* have this affair inquired 
"Milo, upon the statement of his hon. friend, 
it was* much more so after the defence of 
the hon. captain. He said, he had, likd 
other officers, entered, »in time of peace,, on 
board a foreign vessel, to acquire additional 
skill in his profession. But how did other 
officers engage in tliese services ? 'I'hey were* 
employed entirely in their own pr#fession— 
but who ever hc.ird of their taking advantage 
of a’ foreign flag to trade to the East Indies, 

and land teas at Dungene.ss? -The Chan- 

ciii.LOR OK THE ExcHKauRR rose to order. 
Jt .was not con.sistent with any rules of order 
or justice, that a conversation should be car¬ 
ried on so long that had only arisen collate- 
tally 3 and that personal attacks should thus 
be made on an imfividual, without giving 
him any notice, or allowing him time to pre¬ 
pare his defence.. .To whai purpose was this 
carried on? There was no motion on that 
particular question before the house; audit 
was impossible that such a statement, unau¬ 
thorised as itwas, cocUcl be a siffiicicnt grouitd 
for calling, in tl>e first instance, for an ac¬ 
count of the application of the sums ari.sing 
‘ from capturecl property belonging to the 
crown. He hopt'd the right honourable 
gentlefunn himself would thank him for 
interrupting him ; ar\;i he also hqped 
that an opportunity would be afforded of fully 
considering the case which had ocoasioned 
this deviation from the main object.—Mu. 
SvEKioAM rose again, but not, he said, to 
complain of the Chancellor of the Excliequer 
liaving^interrupted him ; on the contrary, 
he ^lould DOW abstain from any further 
^ cumq;)ent,on the hon. captain's (Sir Home 
.Pophq^n) defence—at the same time, Mr. 
Sheridan shewed, that he had been perfectly 
■ in order, and now only deferred his argu¬ 
ment from a principle of delicacy, under¬ 
standing the Chancellor of the PJxchequer to 
agree witli the lion, captuiii, that a luribcr 
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and full inves^gation was absolutely neces* 
sary.. After what had passed, after the 
charge so distinctly and forcibly made, and 
urged by a member^in his place, it was ab¬ 
solutely necessary t»- the pharacler and ho¬ 
nour ef the hon. captain, but what was of 
more importance, it was essential to the 
cliaracter and honour of the House tbit 
,sncb an investigation should take place .—7 
Mr. Sheridan then said, he should add only 
a few words on (hat part of the question 
which related to the apfilication of the mo-‘ 
ney arising from these Droits of Admiralty, 
rie had no hesitation in saying that he not 
only did not censure, but lie cordially con¬ 
curred in, and approved of that part of the 
application this day avowed by his Majesty’s 
Judge Advocate, namely, his majesty's gra¬ 
cious gifts to the younger branches of his 
Illustrious Family. No member but must 
feel that their incomes never htid, under the 
pressure of the times, been adequate to the 
expenditure imposed upon them by their 
raqk and situation, and he had never heard 
any charge of wanton extravagance preferred 
against any one of the illustrious individuals 
alluded to. So far was he, therefore, from 
objecting to these acts of his majesty’s pater- 
nalgenercf ity, heonly lamented that liis ma^ 
jesty’s royal mniiificencebad been confined to 
the youiner branchos of liis august f.unily. 
Had the heir app.irent participated in it, he 
believed the liou.sd and the country w'ould 
have not merely bceii,salisfied, but gratiliod j 
[hear ! hear I] for ii'-vgr Tnust it be forgote 
ten, tlmt the Prince had an. unlicjnidatcd 
ciami, which, greatly to his honour, feel¬ 
ing’for the puhlicjiurthcn, and thodifficult- 
of the timesf had been, by'liis royal highy 
ness’s expiess desire, suspended, but no- 
abandoned, (he meant the arrears of the 
Duchy of Cornwall) : that debt still retn^in- 
eil indisputably' doe, eifficr from the sove* 
reigh or the public; and, tow.irds the dis¬ 
charge of tliat debt, he could not coBceive 
an application of the funds now under dis¬ 
cussion,, rooriTg#atcfiil to the people, than 
in part directing them towards that object. 
His majesty's mnnfticence towards the 
younger branches of his august family, was 
an act of bounty, in the latter case it would bo 
an act, not of bounty^ merely, but of justice ^ 
The Advocate Gexeral said, that this 
property* was not property condemned to 
the crown, but came by a forfeiture, which 
on good grounds might justly be 1 emitted. 
The ^ound on which he recommended the 
grant to the hon. captain, was tiffc. He 
had gone to Ostend, and from that sailed- 
inider a foieign flag to India. If he was 
rcairained as a British subject from doing iio 
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bj (he law of bis country, unquestionably niisapplicailon of. the Admiralty 'Droits.— 
this was a violation of it. But it was per- Mr, fiRANf> said, that the opposition to the 

u t known to the Indian government, account of application convinced himT that 

that be was there, and ^ was the policy at it ought tM)t to be dropped. ‘The misappli- 
tbat time to encourage*'exportation from cation had been proved'in one instand/at 
India in foreign vessels, Whaiever otfence least in a statement that fhad arisen out of' 
had been committed, was against the East the partial communicaiions oi> the otlier side 
India Company, and as tliey bad by impli- of the manner in which these sums were ap^ 

cation remitted it, he th.ought himself justi- plied. They appeared to have a cowscious- 

fied in recommending tlie remission ot the ness that all was not right on that score.—; 

forfeiture. Mu. Tikrnry called the right ! Mr. Huskissi^n ifien moved the Amend- 
n©n. gent, to order, as he w'as entering upon ment proposed by his right hon. friend. That 
a detenee* of the hon. captain, instead of an Account be ^'reduced of the Net Proceeds 

ponnning hiraselt to the facts for his own ot the captures, Sec. since 1/93, togetlwr* 

justification.—Some di'.'cussion arose here with the Balances in haiid. —^Tiik Ciiancel- 
abont the question under discas.sion, whe- lok of the JlxcunauEK said, that the only ' 

ther It was iho original motion or the amend- ditlerence between himself ^nd the bAi. b.\p , 

tncut suggested by l!io Chancellor of the Ex- ronet was as to the production of an account 
chequer, and in some, measure assented to ? of the application. He contended lhatthis * 
—Sir Francis UuEur.TT however, now re- v.'rs not necessary, till a misapplication was 
fased to withdraw his motion. The appa- stated. One inst.ance had been mentioned, 

rent fairness of the right hon; gent, opposite, —but it Iiad not been {Irovcd j and came ra- 

had led him rather to assent to his amend- ther under the description of a forfeiture 
ment at first, beesnse his object was to get which had been remitted—a thing that was 
an account of the large sum at the disposal verj' common.— Mr. Adam said that it 
of the crown, without the contronl of Par- W'ould be vt^scr to call only for the amount 
liament, thinking th-s a sufficient ground of the sura in the -first instance ; neither.of 
for an enquiry. But since the gross and the motions would include the case which 
flttgrant in.stance of misnpplicition, stated by had been adverted to. This onglit Ic he in- 
the hon. gent, behind, had come to his vestigated, but in order to get at it, a mo- 
knowledge, be considered the application tion must be made for an account of the foi*- 
as tlie most important part of the subject, feitures remitted.— Sir Ciiari.es Poee ob- 
rad niust persevere in his original intention, served, that neither of the motions were so 
He8liouldabandot\hisikity ifhe withdrew full as he could w-isli. • He staled that it 
hi.s motion, and lie doubted, if the Iiou.se often happened that ten years erap.sed be- 
would .allow him were he so inclined.—^I'he tween the capture and the time the captors 
discussion thus of course psoreeded on the could get their prize money.' In such cases 
original tnotion.-i-THE Afln'ocATK Gene- prize money was of no use.— Sir Francis 
BAL proceeded to state the grounds on Burdett said, that his motion was sufficient- 
which he had rccomniended the remission ly comprehensive to include all that w.as m.i- 
of the forfeiture. It amounted to this, that terfal at present.—The house then divided. 
,the company themselves had, by cpiploying For the original Motion 57. For the Aniend- 
the hon. captain in making soundings, ajid ment 82. * 

by giving him present.^, Sec. recognized hi? 

right of going to India, as much a.s if they ARTHUR YOUNG 

bad given him a licence. The only question o» 

was, whether, under there•'circumflances, agriculture, MANitFAC,TURBS, and com- 
the forfeiture ought not to be restored, and mbhce. 

it had been determined that it ought.—M r. Sir,— ^—I have read with much attention 

Lushington disclaimed all idea of reflect- the several papers which have appeared in 
inc upon the right hen. gent., who, he was your Journal,* upon the subject of trade and 
wSl informed, bad acted in thi.s business manufacture, under the title of Pirhh Com- 
reluctantly. In his own justificatipn, he merce; and, I have considered withwqual 
stRted, that he had heard the fiicis lotig ago, attention the essay recommended by you, 
hut doubting whether they bad been accu- aold written with great ingenuity* by Mr. 
rate!}' stated, he bad from hearing the notice Spence j but, I must confess myself to be 
of. vestefday, applied at the proper jllace very far removed from that sort' of convic- 
ihis morning, and seen tlie documents. He tion, which you seem to think should flow 
fhought himself in duty called upon to make from his reasoning : the same doctrines 
statement, in opposition to (heassertions* ' were warmly debated about forty years ago 
o.i the ojhQT .side, that there had been no j in France, and in my opinion sufficiently re- 
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fated by mious ^itrrs both iiifengland and In another place he considers it as un*' 
on th« Continent. The'con^rofersy lasted d necessary. 

considerable time; but it has slept for above “ There can be no doubt then, if such be 
thirty years; ^ihe Economists ^aye the name the painful naturf of those wpinions, whiclt 
.ol^/ip'iwrate to,their science, U'hich on- resolve our grealmess into our commerce, 
gaged t!ie pens-oj many extrsmtjjy able men thaf all those who hold such opinion i, would 
whose works abound with observations be highly graiihed to hate their fallacy proved 

•eqiiariy lummous and important, but in- to them. They would doubtless be rejoiced 
volvedin such a cloud of verbiage, and per-, to have it convincingly made out, that our 
plexeo with such a jargon of terms, techni- greatness is independent of our commerce; 
’Cal in their science, thaldhe large measure of and that onr glory and our prosfferity need 
liberality and truth is to bifseptrated from not sufter diminution, even though we bad 
much error, and ivriny riiistajfes : the leading infinitely less trade than wo havcf p. 9,” 
points which tliose writers laboured to prove. But, from the utmost attention I can give 
. * were ^ • to the chain of Mr. Spence’s reasoning, I 

I. Tliat agriculture is the only source of cannot see the consisl>.ncy of such apinions 
nation'll wealth. with other passages in bis work, which ap- 

• II. That raaifufactures and commerce add parently militate directly against them. Thus 

* nothing to national riches. he says, 

in. That as agriculture pays all faxes, let The v'alue obtained in foreign markets ' 

them be imposed in whatever manner they for the manufactures which a nation exports, 

’ may, all should be laid, in the first instance, resolves itself into the value of tl.e food 
on land. w'hicli has been expended in manufacturing- 

These are the doctrines which Mr. Spence them, and the profit of the master inantifae- 
and»you. Sir, have nmlertakeu to re-esta» turer, and the exporting merchant. These * 
blisb, with some variations, in«n series of profits are undoubtedly national profit. Thus, 
p.-»pers which manifest great powers of in- when a lace manufacturer has been so lohg 
tellect, and vigour of expression. I have employed in the inauufactaring a pound of 
waited in earnest espcctatiou of seeing some flax into lace, that his subsistence during 
of your numerous correspondents examine that period, has cost ^'30, this sura is the 
the doctrine as a question of fact and expe- real worth of the lace j and if it be sold at 
rfence, rather than one of theory and reason- home, whether for 4^30 or ifCJo, the na- 
ingj but, as I do not perceive that any one tion is, as has been shown, no richer for 
is inclined thus to trei\^ the subject, I am in- this manufacture. Bqjt if this lacc be expofted 
duced to send you some doubts upon it, and to another country, and ffiere sold for a^CiO, 
beg leave to refer you for morfe particular ob- it is undeniable that the exporting nation has 
jections to tny.Political Arithmetic printed added £ZQ to i^s wealth by its sale, since 
in 1774 . ^ the cost to it was^nly i^30, p. 49.” 

There is a measure of truth in the first of And agai» more decisiveTy, 
the above maxims, for a nation may exist " An attention to facts will prove in op- 
without contmercc or maimfactare, but not position to the opinion of the Qilconomistes, 
for a moment without agricijlture; but such that in Britain agriculture has thriven only 
truths are about as vttluable as the ink that in consequence of the influence of manufac- 
■ traces them; they are rendered interesting tor* 5 and that the increase of this infiiteuce, 
liot from being true, but by the conclusions is requisite to its further exteosion, p. 2/.” 
that swe drawn from them ; and the grand That manufactures ;;ie uoihin^ more th^ 
conclusion drawn by thp CBconomi^s and a transn^utation «of food into fabrics, wae 
agreed to, illbstrated, and applied to the itarted and amplified by the GEcouumistes^ 
state of this country by yourself and Mr. Mr. Spence thus adopft it, 

Spence, forms the subject of the second of None of this wealth, however, could 
these maxims. Mr. Spence has however with truth be said to have been brougJit into 
some observations, that apparently deviate so existence by the rflaimfacturer, for as tJieS * 
widely^that i must beg leave to trouble you laud proprietor had given in exchange for 
with, two or three quotations. In the fhl- the prodece of the manufacturers labour, an 
, lowiua hc.allows nothing to commerce. equal value in food, which np longer re* 

^ " Having thus stated the grounds of my maiiTed in existence, all the meric which 
conviction, that we derive no national could justly be conceded to the latter, W'oulvh 
wealth whatever, from our commerce, I 1*'® having trausmutod wealth ofSso pe* 

wed, &c. p. 
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Tiiibable a nature as food, into the more du* 
rable wealth of manufactures, p. IS " 

Now, Sir, it seems to nte only neccssaVy 
to oppose some of these passages to each 
other, in order to shew, i will not say a di¬ 
rect contradiction, tat at least ground suffi¬ 
cient for a suspicion that there must be some 
degsee of nncertaiuly in the combinations 
whence such conclusions arc drawn; and 
that the subject iins not been examined with 
that attention which its importance demands. 
The error may iwrbaps be found in the 
transmutation idea; the food is admitted to 
be wealth, Wealth flowing from agriculture, 
the fitbrics are wealth, but still agricultural 
wealth; as it has been no more than a trans¬ 
mutation : but, 1 contend th'at it is a crea¬ 
tion ; and not by the farmer who cultivates, 
but by the manufacturer wjjo. demands. 
Without the demand the food would have 
never been produced; the cause of produ¬ 
cing is in the consumer, much more than in 
the cultivator; who is a machine employed 
to make a commodity demanded, and be¬ 
comes a machine that has lost its wheels (f 
that demand ceases. A machine that would 
not, as to present importance, lutve had any 
existence had not such demand arisen. If 
i understand Mr. Spence in the passage 
quoted from p. 22, he will not deny it, in¬ 
consistent as it may seem with the gctieral 
train of bis reasoning. 

The habits of my life for forty \ ears, have 
given me a decided preference for agrictil- 
iure; b\it. Sir, lti|for on agrkuliure ani¬ 
mated by a great demand; and, Avhen I 
hear the sister employments, depreeiiued 
which constitute that deniatid, I must rea¬ 
dily confess that I^tn alartnod, lest the first- 
and great basis of our national 'prosperity 
should sutler as much from'its ft lends, as 
ever it did from enemies. 

Mr. Spence gives the following definition* 
of wealth ; “ 'Wealth is defined to consist in 
abundance of capital, of cultivated and pro¬ 
ductive land, and of those things whic^ men 
usually esteem valuable, p. 11.” 

liiat abundance of cuUivatdd and produc¬ 
tive land is w'ealtb, will Qot be easily contro¬ 
verted : but, let me be more explicit and 
affix to the word al^undance, the idea of that 
abundance which' we pojsess in England. 
I'Hen, I prcsaroe> Mr. Spence will admit 
that this abundance has been created hv the 
demand forrned by manufactures ancf com¬ 
merce, as forming two of the great parents 
of national consumption. This tact does 
aw Sty tbej^ecu/fari/y of one article in \bis 
dehhitionr . The other two,'capi/a^ ani/ 
things usually esteemed-, belong equally tf> ( 
inauufacimc* and commerce. "iLis defini-i 


tion then, f ill n(»t agree with the general 
clue of (he Kasoning tliaff depredates conv- 
luerce and manfifacture.. " 

The same gentleman says, ” Gold and 
silver are undoubtedly wealth? yet they aro 
but a small portion of what has proper^ a 
claim to that' title ; and a nation which has 
abundance of gold and .silver, »in fact# not 
richer thatr if it iiad none. It has paid an* 
bqual value of some other wealth fur them, 
p. 20.** There is much truth here, but it 
should be well iljiscrimlnated. Gold and sil¬ 
ver are expressly admitted to be wealth ; but 
then, it is addefi, that a nation is not- the- 
Iidler for them. Is a man richer for having 
a grainery full of corn, far exceeding bis ow'n 
consumption ? AVhy is he richer ? Because, 
he has«'that wliPch will purcl^.se every "iliing^ 
else. Then money is wcsOib for the same 
reason; and still more so w'ith a nation#ifor 
foreigners will take your money, though not 
your paper, or corn. 

The great importance of money would, 
perhaps, in no other circumstance be better 
understood, than by clearly analysing ano¬ 
ther observation of this writer, wherein be 
attributes alf our wealth and greatness to the 
establi.shment 'of manufacturers as a distinct 
class, p. 24. 

It would, however, lead me too far to giro 
thi.s, but if you reflect upon it,' you will pre¬ 
sently convince yourself that this step in the 
uatiun.ll progress depended absolutely on 
money, and could not have been taken with¬ 
out it. • • 

But, Sir,, it is* time to come to facte, and 
experience; are thete no facts to which wo 
can refer ? Has the progress* of our com¬ 
merce been so regular as not to aflbrd some 
better data,'tl)an reasoning and suppo-siiion 
1 tl\lnk a period may be found, in which a 
great decline in the exports and the imports 
of the kingdom did c^cur; and it' seems . 
more satistactory to examine what were the 
consequences, than by any train of logical 
reasoning, to justify so enormcnis a para¬ 
dox as the idea that we could now lose all 
our exports and iropoT'ts with so small an in- 
(uhvdnieqceas you,and Mr. Spence seem, in 
« theasure, to suppose. Such a period did 
occur; and it has occurred but once, from 
1^8 to 1806. Through that loQg period 
the rhe of export, and import, was gradual 
and almost regular, except during the Ame¬ 
rican war. The exports tlien fell about dbe 
fourth, and it well deserves Mr. Spehce’s'at- 
tentioti (for it is the circumstance to which 
he attaches the cure of the malady) that the 
imports fell nearly in ah equal degree. Here 
then was a great experiment, and'we have, 
only to eiiamteq the result, in order to un 
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derst^d how it U safe to nst to lexical tells us ipav be rende^ harmless. But* 
reasoning in questions o^ political ceceno,my. &r^id it policy, that it shonM ever come 

I was a farmer through tne whole of the to my table! A feiSr circumstances will 

American w^r, and long before^it; and ex- gWe an idea 6f d^tress well Worth the atten- 

|%rienced evils qf a very didhrlnt complex- tihnof politicia^is. X^e price of corn waa 

i(Ai from any Mr. Speitce supposes; it was ruinously los^. 
but a taste pf tse dish which this gentleman 
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years preceding Many farmers had 3, 4, 
and some even 5 jienrs wool on hand—and 
^ the stock became so great as to keep down 
the prices several years after the cause had 
ceased to operate, thanks to the ahominab^e 
police of our wyoljaws. The difficulty of 
getting rid of any live stock was great. The 
farmers were in such distress that labourers 
could find hot a very partial employment, 
and nnmbers fell a burthen to the parishes. 
All lands not underlet before, sunk in rent 
•onsiderably: an intimate friend of mine 
was obliged either to reduce a farm from 
^^500 a year to ££*350, or suffer arrears to 
that amount; be •preferred the former. 
Every species of improvement was arrested; 
not a sbiiling spent that could possibly be 
•saved. No wonder -that the price of the 
soli itself should be equally affected. J..aud 
fell from 30 to 20 years purchase: some was 
to my knowledge sold at 19. • 

If it be asked what occasioned so many 
circumstances marking distress, that admit¬ 
ted not f>t\ a doubt; 1 Ccin only reply, that 
ever/ well informed man- at that time in 
the kingdom, attribated it to the decline of 
manufiwtures and foreign commerce. Our 
export trade did Bot sink more than one- 
fourth of the total; and this was attended 
by a corresponding &j| in the imports, which 

* Annals Vol. IV. p. 391. f Annals Vol. 
IX p. 332. 

; ib. [>. 45S. 
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should according to Mr. Spence’s principles 
have proved an immediate' remedy: but no 
suqh tqatter; not the smallest effect to lessen 
the distress so universal in the agricultnre of 
the kingdom. The decline in commerce 
and manufactures had an mmaliaie effect in 
-lowering prices, which could not be felt 6 
months by any class in the state without les- « 
sening the consumption of fabrics—a reac¬ 
tion which again plaiyed back on the farmer, 
till the efiect became a system of vibrationa 
of saving from incapacity to consume, l^iere 
was no visible or know'n transfer in consump¬ 
tion stated by Mr. Spence: the money or 
value before employed on foreign superfiui- 
ties, was not transferred to different objects 
made at homd; hpt the power, the fheans 
of consuming fell. Cbi 11, cattle, and'wool 
sunk in price, and the landlord instead of 
j^ent from inatjy tenants, saw entries of ar¬ 
rears ; the labourer idle, or working for low 
pay j the* farmer with Bis products unsold; 
and the landlord with tax bills and arrears, 
were all people who would have spurned at 
the visions of comfort, had they been held 
forth in advice to transfer cotimmption from 
6ne object to another; Mr. Politician, tve 
spend all we reenue ; what would you have 
more 5* 

If Uie declhie of one-fourth of onr ejTport 
trade (though accompanied by. Mr. Spence’s 
remedy of a declinh in the imports aUi) bad 
such an effect as every old man now Jiving 
experienced in the American war, what 
should we have tR expect at present froiMher -• 
loss of the whole! Far am I from asseriing 
that Alin must be the consequence; but, 
thus much I may venture to .assert, that it is 
not a .speculation to be treated lightly, nr 
contemplated with the complacence of peli- 
ical apathy; erroneous hope may^ as tnis- 
cbievoils as undue fear. 

An observation is however necessary here, 
do not conceit 0 that the facts slated amount 
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to tha least proof, tbat aoy naval war at pre¬ 
sent would be attended with such dn effect •, 
aud this for reasons so obvious, that! to en¬ 
large upon them would he useless. 

Before yourself, Sir, or^JS'lr. Spence are 
ready to determine that the' annihilation of 
commerce would not be attended with ex* 
trem»ly pernicious cfl’ects. Jet us examine 
what it nmounts to. 

Britiol) produce and manufacture ex¬ 

ported in 

1804 - - ’-^40,349,643 

1805 - - - 41,068,942 

1806 - - - 43,242,176 

Of which, produce makes about 2 mil¬ 
lions 

Imports into Great Britain in 1806. 
ICoilbcrn Eviropean produce -e4'4,4'n,754 
Southern Eurofican - - 2,6-12,740 

Aiiierican and colonial - - 13,085,899 

Irish pioduce and manufactures 3,245,742 
British tidicrics ... 460,146 

^ Prize goods - - - 73o.p38 

Sundries - - - - 1,482,870 

‘Exclusive of E;rst Indies t - 23,094,089 
1807. 

sS 

Imports from the East Indies I* Boi'irtot 
ana China in 1804 ; j o,- 14 , 0-1 

British and foreign shipping employed in 
(be trade of Great Britain in 1806. 

Enl^ed inamrds. Ships, Tons. 
British - - i;2,116§ 1,482,412 

Eoreignjl - - 3,792 612,800 

Tons of Shipping belonging to the Ports 
of the British Empire. o 

1794 - » - 1,X589.75S 

lb(U - - 2,208, ^70f 

I 8 O 6 Exported exclusive ol pro¬ 
duce - - - 41 , 242,176 

B.e exportation of import¬ 
ed coiurnodilies ** - 9 , 124 , 479 , 

50,366,655 


The exportation trade or fdreign dim- 
jnerceajf the kingdom, witihout saying any 


* See the account ordered to be printed 
. House of Commons, April 8, I 607 ., 

•f'*%Geouht ordered to be printed April 8, 

1807- « 

+ Ordered to he printed April 18, IS 06 . 

II Navigated by 88,90'3 seamen. 

§ Aocupnt ordered to be primed April P, 
<jj Accoui^l ordered tube printed April l5,' 
isd). 

PajKr ordered to be printed the IS 
April,. 1800. 


thing of im{l||frts, amounts to the value of 
fifty millions h the lOwest.^employs 12j|000 
ships, and near6)0,000seamen. Were,it 
possible here to detail the intiunierable links 
of this immense chain, which lies togetb^ 
the roanufjcturc? and coftimcrce of tlie 
kingdom, ami iniimates ttfe exertion of 
every fanner in Britain, we sh\)uld think 
that man bold, and (h.al politician a daring 
ode, who can speak lightly of such an anni¬ 
hilation, or can dream,of rolling at pleasure, 
so mighty a tide into any new and imaginary 
channels. 

Add the exports aud imports together, the 
amount, is ‘ 

1806 Exports - - - il3,2,-12,1 76 

Imports - - . 25 , 094 , 08,0 

CWua, Ac. 1804 - e 5,2\4.tfi'l 

;j,5oO,by6 

The imports must include the 
payment of the seamen, but 
not in the exports; baif tlie 
amount at JibQ. - 2,2.50,000 

^ 75,StX).88(S 

^’10 per ton, estimifed to last 
12 years ^l,235,.343. We 
know not the proportion em¬ 
ployed by foreign trade, if 
half, it will be * - - 617,671 

76,418,557 

It would demand too mnch lime to carry 
the estimate as far as it wuifid go, but whe¬ 
ther it be 70 millions or 80, the concln$ion» 
must be nearly the same. It niay be useful 
to consider any such amount in comparison 
with the grand and admitted basis of nation¬ 
al wealth, the product of the soil. Lt*t us 
call tlte land rent 3.5 millions, and soflpose 
h.ilf to be grass, and half arable: the pro- 
‘duce of grass is uspally estimated at double 
the rent, that of arable was formerJj’’ sup- 
po.sed to be treble, but we will calculate at 
quadruple; then the produce of the former 
will be 35 millions, aud of the latter 70 , to- 
getlier 105 f. The value imported aird ex¬ 
ported with the additions above noted, 
amount then »o near three-fwu'Uta of the 
gross prodttce of ihb soil of England: 78 
millions woidd be exactly so, and ia more 
than dopble the land rent of the kingdot^ 

' • — - r ■ ni ■ - - ■ ■ ,1 - 1 - r r -Bn n I. ^ 

* Iti so rough an estimate it is not of con-*^ 
sequence to be accurate, a slight tnspecUoii 
will shew the various items ore omitted. 
1,482,412 tons of shipping at ' 
t The object Iwfore me is not an accurate' 
estimate of products, but to accept one tliAt 
has been referred to by other writer*. 
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Tift immense ydcmtv would be consumed on the averege proportionably to 

llie result of cutting off our foreign com- their receipts of. income: when arrears took 
mtirce, Mr. Spence fills b|r a dash of bis the place of rent they ate and drank less, hut 
pen. •, did not transfer their consumption of coin.-. 

If Buonajiart^ succeed irf*dwtroyingour inodities which they \va«Ued, to more cloiii 
ej^ort trade, our unport trade njust tall with and* kettles, and beef which they did not 
it; and exactly ih proportion aS the former want. Nor could they have done it f«r 8 
ttiftets, so Amst the latter. It is this inrvi- very pl.iin ' reason ; the lessened consurnp- 
■ table loss of our import trade, which will lion followed the decline of income, wlhich 


supply the remedy for any evils that may 
• aficct our nianulhcinring class, dependent on 
our export commerce. When we Can no 
longer obtain the commocHties with which 
foreign nations have been wont to^supply us, 
* we must uecessarily seek for succedaneums 
at home, .p. tfe.” 

' “For instance, if the consumers of the 
ftitkles which \#c import and sell itt*home, 
to fifty millions, were to resolve no longer 
to (Aiisurae them, is it not self-evident, that 
if they chose, they inight take the pl.ice of 
our foreign customers, and purchase with 
(he fifty millions thus saved, the goods to 
the same amount wliich we now export ? 

p. 06 ." 

The theory of the case here si\j>posed (for 
purer theory never found its way into the 
jwgeS of Utopia !) whatever ingenuity may 
be found in it, proceeds upon ideas more 
easy to trace on paper than to realise in prac¬ 
tice. The writer delivers it as if difficulties 
Were out of the question, difficulties, which, 
even upon his own principles, and granting 
his own fact.s, do not seem to be sufficiently 
considered; he reffiarlcs, 

“ In w'hat, then, can the tarns above this 
amount, which .are spent by the numbers in 
this country, who have their a^l0,000 aud 
i£’20,000 a year, be expended but in luxu¬ 
ries ? And, as from this consideration, it is 
plain, tliat the population of the manufac¬ 
turing clitss, at present occupied in providing 
necessaries, is fully equal to fabricate all 
■ (hat are wanted of this description, it fol¬ 
lows, that the odditional population of this 
class, pan only be employed in the manufac¬ 
ture of new luxuries, p. 31)." 

It appears to me that Mr. Spence here an-' 
swers himself: he states truly that ibe de¬ 
mand for necessaries being supplied, our 
manuflicturers could only be employed in 
providing' qew luxuries, but by whom are 
these new luxuries to be demanded ? jRt'i- 
dentlyfiy those who have saved the amount 
of odfr imports, that w to say, those who hat'e 
' drnnll foreign wines, and ten. and consumed 
•sugar and spices, may instead, thereof' con¬ 
sume finer cloth, carpets, hats, sticks, uid 
gloves. See. Did the higher classes ce^sie to 
consume foreign wines, tea, sugdr, and spice 
in ffie American war ? WUhofit doubt they 


left:them nothing to transfer. Mr. Speuce 
ought to admit the justness of this remark, 
as he has with much truth observed on Mie 
mischief which would follow laudlords hoard¬ 
ing instead of consuming. 

Let us suppose, that, palriotically in¬ 
duced by this reflection, they-res-jlved not to 
spend, but to save the f1,000,000 which 
their revenue amounted to. Is it not self 
evident, that all those members of the manu¬ 
facturing and unproductive classes, who had, 
directly, or indirectly, been accustomed tu 
draw the revenue destined for their subsist¬ 
ence, from the expenditure of this hUm, 
would have their power of consuming ,thq 
produce of the earth diminished by the whole 
amount of this ,000,000 ? And if so, it 
follows that they would be obliged to use 
food, both less in quantity, and deteriorated in 
quality. The farmer consequently, cotitd 
uut sell so much of his produce, nor at so 
good a price as before, and thus he would lie 
incapable of paying the rent, which he had 
been accustomed to pay, and, in the ^d, 
the kind proprietor»would be as much in¬ 
jured by this saving scheme, as any of the 
other classes of society, p, 3-1.’’ 

It is rather surprising that a writer of Mr. 
Spence’s abilities, while sg judicious a re¬ 
flection passed in his mind, should not sih: . 
how directly applicable it is against his own 
system. If landlords by hoarding or with¬ 
drawing from circulation, would thus injure 
manufaoturers, and by consequence farmers 
and'ihemselves, if by thus persisting in sa¬ 
ving tor five years, they would, as Mr. 
Spence in another place observes, have i8> 
income at all, dees it not by fair parity of 
reasoning follow, that with drawing a large 
portion of commercial profit aud circulatioiij 
would be attended with similar eflects ? The 
deduction is direct and decisive: the incon¬ 
veniences would be tin* same; the stagiiati 
similar; and consumption lessened in pio- 
portion td the amount withdrawn). This I 
conceive is one of the weakest links in tho 
chain of his argnment; tho stagnation re¬ 
sulting frdm a decline of commerce is a i.ri-* 
vation of income j consumption stsgea'ca 
w'ith income; and-the first notice which the 
laadlords would receive of’a'necessity oF 
transferring tholr cunsnmptiou _fr^ni fo- 
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reign (o domestic coitmodities, would be them, might^coine much wiser and con* 

site decline of their own iQcomes,>being an sume other c(fii{i||i^jties w^iich they neither 

inability to consnme any thing in proportiori wamt, nor dejiie. Such ^culations, may 

to the amount of such declension. The loss shew, and have^ibewn, what great talents 

is first felt, by merchants ahd master manu* can effect ii\, confounding in minds of 
facturers; it descendstbrough all the classes readers that have been talking prose oil thif,r 

employed by them. The fanner is nixt live* mthoutthnewing it,!theph\n&^ iictuta 

affected; then all the labourers in faustrand- of common sense. But sucli a^play of parts 

ry; then landlords, and eve^ class in the may.be classed with panegyrics ou folly, or a. 

state who are benefited by their expenditure; fever. 

and in this progress of degradation the rami- But, 1 beg leave to take another measure 
fications on every side spread through a of thii Object, whioh a remark of your’s, 

thousand different professions and employ- Sir, brings to ni/inind. “ In no one year 

ments, with' an unceasing reaction. In such of the late scarcity, the corn imported from, 

a slate of things, to suppose that any of all the foreign nations put together, was 
these classes can make a pause for consider- more than enough to supply ojir wants for 
alion, and determine before hand to transfer one week.” (VoL XII. p. 905.) 
their consumption from one object to ano- Nowj, this is so far from being accurate, 

ther, is an idle delusion. Every man con- that the error is enonntms. • ^he iraportS oP 

tinnes his accustomed consumption till his wheat and flour (reduced to quarters) in 
income lessens, and the only change that 1800 was 1,384,345 quarters. Jo leoi? it 
takes place is bis expenditure lessening with was 1,464,518 qa 3 i*t&rs. Of the 101 mil- 
his income. We have experienced the ef* lions^ of our population, there may be 7 
fectsof exports and imports, lessening one thatVeed on wheat} however, instead of 7 
fourth, what then would be the effect of their call the consumption of wheat 8 millions * 
annihilation altogether. If the gross pro- di' qrs. then at a full consumption in the last 
ducBofcullivation be stated at 105 millions, of those yeirs, 1,404,000 persons lived on 
and the gross amount of manufacture and foreign corn} or a mean between one fifth, 
commerce as far as foreigners are concerned and one sixth of the total The weekly 
at ^6 millions} it will surely appear a para- consumption is 153,840qrs.and consequenx- 
dox well calculated to> make a plain man ly, we imported for above Q weeks consump- 
stare, Jto hear it asserted that 76 million.s tion, at the average ratio ^ lonsaming. Bjit 
might be withdrawn from, or transferred in with w'beat at .^’0 per qr. we may easily 
fiuch circulation of 181 millions, and that so suppose that our import fed the nation du» 
little mischief wouI4 be the result that friends ring 11 or 12 ' weeks} to the great disgrace 
to their country could view the operation of the political ^tem of this country f. 

without alarm. And I should conceive that But let me further examine our importa- 

tlie amazement of such a pla^n understandiqg tions. From 17 &I to 1800 there have b^n 
would be increased, when the explanation is imported 12 , 220,219 qrs. of wheat, and on 
given—that those who drink tea Hnight sub- an average of the 20 years 413,000 qrs. per 
stitute sage or balm} that these who drink annum. These gentlemen might therefore, 
wine might drink water} that tobacco be- be hold that the manufacturers for exporta* 
ing a vile weed men might leave off smoakj tion have been' fbd by foreign trade, Mr. 
ing; in a word, that those who ctAtsurn'e 

commodities because they want and desire ^ At a qr. per head per ann. 


Species. 

t Corn imported in 1800. 
Quantity. At per Quarter.j 

Value. 


Q. B. 

8 . 

'd. 

• Sa Cir# 

parley. 

5385 5 

38 

0 

10,307 6 3 


3400 3 

43 

9 

74.?i 8 g 

Oats... 

510,242 3 

25, 

6 

054,811 8 10 

Pease,. 

15,14 4 

43 

0 

3294 0 -.9 

Bye .., 

829 5 

47 

4 

. 1903 3 10i> 

V^eat. 

1,500,980 - 

79 

Cf 

5.052,51^ 14 0 

Total. 

. .. .,j 2,028,304*^ 4 



0,030,482 2 5 T 


. manyr^ectlons' doth Such a table sug^t! Look at the countries ^ouod the 
Baltic.—Look at the wastes of Britain, an^ draw the coQclusioa. 
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Spence contends that therr nuijper certainly form an ittcome (above c£ 3QO a year to a fa* 
is not ftiore than 300^009^ proUbly not more mily ’of five) in which the consnmption of 
than <00,000. Novv 413,^0(7are fed with tArn wiH make hot a paltry amount: at a 
wfteat imported, and the import of oats feeds quayter of wheat Mr head, or 5 quartertS' it 
a great number of other manufiMturers, who will be under in above .iSOO*. 
nibst consequently be working for home ^ut I must confess. Sir, that 1 want faith, 
cohsuihption. ^ do not,* ttt^efore, only in the power of Buonaparte to hedge in the 

feedjiurseloas, bat we tdoaih and supply you cuckoo, as stopping trade has been called— 
•with a large portion, of your necessary Jd- nor, do I believe, that were America to join 
bricsa where is this transmutation of British him, our trade Avould .sufier in any degree 
corn into manufactures for exportation ? If that would necessitate us to make an inglo- 
it be a transmutation, ft i^lransmuting the rious or dangerous peace. If those manu* 
corn brought from Prussia and Poland by facturers who have been consumjers, nof ot 
foreign commerce: you are'* so unable to feed our own, but of foreign corn, should become 
us, that you do not feed yourselves without clamourous for peace, they will take the sure 
our assistance. Our demand for the products means to render a sale one impossible; and 
’ grojfi is so great, that if you supply it we were they’ to be listened to by government 
- ms^go to others for corn, not onlymto feed in the conclusion of it, w^e should have far 
Ourselves, but a large portion of those who more reason to deprecate and condemn the 
mcjpufucture for your necessary consumption, commercial system, than ever the writings 
Thus might the class employed on foreign of Mr. Spence are likely to produce. What- 
supply retort on Mr. Sj)ence. eve^ the evils resulting from a loss of trade 

The principal consumption of well paid may proi’e—we must manfully resolve to 
manufacturers, so far as the landed interest be:>r them: but let not the people^be de¬ 
ls concerned, is in the products of grass ceived into the expectation that they would 
land. be light: they would be heavy enough; and 

Beer is an article of consequence; bat of disappointed hope ought not to be added to 
corn imported barley is .but a trifle. the burthen. 

If we are to lose our foreign trade we It would take too much time to expatiate 
should-look for compensation, not in trans- on the folly and madness of that polfcy, 
f erred consumption, but in raising at home which has during 26 years given to foreign- 
yhe commodities hitherto imported : corn to ers so much of the benefit from our raanu- 
ihe amount of four millions sterling : 40 or factures and commerce, while our own land 
.50,000 Ions of hemp and flax, atid a long remains waste in space sulHcient to produce 
list of other arliclvs, vhe production of which ten rimes as mucli*: and restricting the im- 
wouldc eate a grejt and new circulation, mediate benefit to the products of grass 
however inferior it might be in amoaiit to Could we have imported milk and butter and 
what we had lost. mutton, our legislative system would doubt- 

An observation might be made here in re- lifss have been dually c.'sert.ed in giving to 
ply, but so obvious and superficial, that I Germany and Poland that supply also, of our 
trust it v'ould nor be urgerl by tlie gen'leman markets. A system so full of absurdity, and 
wliose performance o.xcited t!;.*sc remarks, gross stupidity, that 1 cannot attribute the 
It may, however, be .s.ii«l -that if the m.um- constant jirosperity of this kingdom, in .spite 
• facturers working fof export be fed with to- Ov'such endeavours to counteract it, to any 
reign corn, stop the trade and the consump- cause but the overflowing bounties of Divine 
tion of English corn will at least remain the Providence, which in favour of this happy 
same, or, rather be increased by the amount ctmtitry seems employed, not only in She 
of the redue’ed couscuni>tion of half a UMUiou difl'usibii of dTrect good; but to extract it 
of amply fed workmen turned into parish cveu from the very «vils brought on us by 
paupers: and something ot'this s&rt would our own blind -errors, and misconduct. If 
be the case, \vere -it a question of mouths such a series of blessings as we have expe- 
only, and not of - income. But, Sir, you rienced, hath no effect in turning the 
. well kndV that .all these combinations and of the (li.sobedient to the w'isdom of the just, 
contjlsts depend, not on numbers but on in* we ha^e as much cause for fear as hitherto 
coShe, that is, on consumption. Forty mil* for thanksgiving. . 
tioMs sterling in exported fabrics, are ,£80 I iutemlcd to have troubled you .with 
per head per nntiUra to 300,000 pcrsoivt em- some remarks, on the third great maiim.of 

ployed to prpduce tliem. Deduct the very —* -T""-— 

sm^l pioportion of inatcriaU in a reailyraui ’ * I accept throughout this paper Mr. 
state,., and the large remainder w'ill, when Spence's data—but it might'ca^y,be .shewn 
reckoned to every man, woman, and child, "thni they demand much revision. ■ 
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tlif n-iConomiste*, that all taxe.s fall on land, has been Lviisccrated llie example and 

s^hxl) I hold U> be as eironeons as tii« »cst j piai;lice of |j many agc,s7 was never,^at any 

am! which you have very judiciously depait- period, so wellunc!cratoodorKo.scrupa]li»us- 

rd trom, Vol. Xir. p. 7'-lJ, by representipg ly acted upon, as at pie.scnt Reposing un-‘ 
ih.m a-the frnil nfjaod and larour. But Jer the sbMtCr of equal law* tbo inea^.st 

I’.iis lcit('r has be.?n e\li*ndod to so unfoic- subject is prufe#;tcd in bi.s*po^^e3!.ions, which 

seen a length, that I shni! tivrpa.ss no longer cannot be Viested from him, even by the 

on^our palieiiee.—I have the honour to be, legislature, without a foil dnd adequate 

{>:■, yunr obedunt and very humble servant, eqnivakii^. 'I ho same salutary influence 

Arthur Young. *of legidaiive justice and legal protection, 
li r.iif'tJd Ilfill, \ which guards ilie property of the individual • 

‘ ./<■•//.'i2, 1 ^ 0 .S. C from violation,*-.spicads a shield over tho 

property of the nnblic, or of public bodies. 
iREiAyn AS IT IS. 'J'he prcpeity of the clergy, any more than 

rnuUx, Letter Ath. fhat of tlie laity, cannot, consistently with 

Sui,— -The M-cutity of property is so ! this principle, be approached, except under 
ahsolurcly Ci-;cntial to the posses.sion and j the .sanction of an act of the legislature, and ' 
mamieiVitrice of a free constitution, that, i for a just compensation. The right ofl the 
Without it, civil liberty and popular rights ; cUrgy to their tythes is of common law 
would be idle phantoms, existing only In i foundation, and consequently uct to b« af- 
jiamc. A goverunient, that could di.sposc { fgeted, so far as the prc.sent possessors are 
of'tlio properly of its subjects at pleasure, ! concerned, in any oilier manner, than as 
would have no didiculty in establishing itself I any private property of an individual, which 
independent of every .species of control, j may be required for a public use, that is, 
Authoritv, without the means of supporting ; vpon a fair estimate of its value and;an 
it is daipfcrous jni.ly to the posse.ssor j and i adequate cguivalent. It is quite another 
a constitr.Uon, that withholds the dominion i question, how far it may or may not be 
over these means from the c'-ccutive power, de-sirable, to continue the compensation to 
b 4 .st provides for the employment of them the snccessor.s of the present incumbents, 
in the promotion of public objects and who have a property in possession in the re- 
jt.ition.ll intt'ie."ts. It is to the spirited re- 1 venues of their benefices. To indemnify 
s'stance made, at all times, by our ancestors, the latter would be bin an act of justice j to 
a-vin-it ihc arbitrary attempts of government continue the equivalent, in the same pro- 
li) hivad” the security of private proiierty, portioirs, to the former, must be a quc'-tion 
that wc are indebted forllliat system of civ,il to be determined by'cotisiderations of ex- 
nghls and political freedom, which is so pcdieiicy.—Upon the scoie of right, tho 
jt,^tly the pride of ihis country, and so uni- clergy of Ireland have as good, a title to their 
vei sally the envy of the blher nations bf tythes, as the land propi ietors have to their 
Em ope. Nay, the most essenyial part of estates. But this right vests, absolutelv, in 
our present constitution, the great council of the present incumbents alone. As no cler- 

tlie nation, originated with the Saxons, gytnan can look upon himself, as heir or 

wluxe properly in their possessions wa.s ab- successor to any benefice, during tlie in- 

solule and allodial, vested wholly in them- cumbency of the present po.sseisor, no one. 

selves, and thoioughly independant of the can complain, if the legislature, in its justice 
paramount rights of any superior. The and wisdom, should regulate the succession, 
Norjmans modified the right by an alteration in a raamior most likely to promote the, ge; 
ot’^thfc tenure. They secured to the indi- iieral interests of the chnrcli establishment, 
vidual his poscessinn.v, but subjecteS them But it may bo said, that, though no indivi- 
to the operation of psramount rights and duals ha\jB a v^ted right to the 8iicces.sion, 
feudal conditions; yet, the property still the right is xit all trmes vested in (he whole ' 

remained, though in .i qualified shape, body of the clergy, and that,-therefore, nny 

H^rantecd from invasion in any quarter, equivalent, which might, be give,i,i to the 
and creating that spirit of indepehdance, pie.s^t incumbent, j^ht to be conUhued 
which, after many struggles.and iVarious toim successor, bedS^ he must be ohe of 
success, has at length terniinaled in the es- that body, in which Ihe right at all tlrafes, 
t.iblishmeiit of the wisest system of civil resides. In admitting the aggregath rijht, 
geivernroent and municipal law, that ^ever it is not nece.ssary, that we should subscribe 
existed in any nation.——The security of to the individual advantage. If the title be 
property, therefore, is not more essential to in the whole body, and tint in the single 
prhMte happiness.lbau to public riglits, ancl persoii, w'ho may be appainted to succeed:, 
the principle of its legal iaviolability, which it would follow, that the benefit of the 
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cession ought to be extended, 4 much as their aggravated pressure upon a small lia^ 
possible, amongst Ac memberspf the ag- Of the surfa^ of the country, and as to tlte 
greg{ite*^y. When a bene/icI of two or- politsy of leaving the particular class^, 
three thousand pounds per annum falls in, wiiich, at present, bear most of the burthen, 
theje can be nO doubt, that a pesson, emi- still' liable to such* an incumbrance. Tlie 
ncnily qualifieil, cduld be procured, to un- origin of tythesiies in those remote ages, 

‘ dertake the duty,*\vith a revenue? of fite or whei^ the produce of agriculture constiiuied 
seven* hundred pounds per annum j and the prinopal, if not the only, source of 
there can be as liuie question, that the re- national income. The provision, therefore, 
maindtr of the revenue ot such benefice for a national clergy conJd not otherwise 
.could be most advantageously employed, in have been procured, than by subjecting the 
adding to the amount ol* tl^p small livings profits of lart-- to some charge for their sup^ 
under one hundred {K)ondh per annum, This, port. As rents were then paid in kind, so 
however, is not a subject fo be discussed also were tythis. Such was the* origin of 
’ here, where the object is an iiRjuiry into the establi^tmfnt. Possibly the example of 
the oiwrat^ion and efiect of tythes, in Ireland, the Jewish inytitution might have influenced 
•^nd to ascertain the amount of popular our ancestors, in regulating the rate of this 
'friwSnce, thatsarises from that caute. In charge; and, though the divine right was 
this investigation, the consideration,of the never dreamed of, as is abundantly manitert 
sublet naturally divides itself into three from thehileiice of the gospel, the praclice 
distinct points of view, in which it w'ill be of the primitive church, and the glaringdif> 
necessary to regard the question of tythes ; ferenre between the Jewish and Christian 
1st. the intrinsic oppression of tythes from establishments, it is yet natural to suppose, 
their partial operation ; 2dly. the aggravat- that the pro]5orlion was adepted from 

ed ^oppression of tythes from the vexatious institutions of that nation Thus did tythes 

mode of collecting thi in and the exaction? originate. From the circumstances of the 

of proctors and tylhe farmers^ and 3d]y. :iroes and the rate of contribution, imposed 

tlie grievous consequences, that result to tlie apon the only source of income then known, 

nation from their inequality of pressure, and we may collect, that tythes were, in their 

the discouragement of agriculture,' that is first institution, intended to be a provisiwi 

the consequence. But, before I proceed to for the ministers of a national religion, pro-, 
examine either of these heads, 1 must an- portioned to the respectability of their si- 
ticipate an objection, which may be made, tuations and to the extent and importance 
namely, that the proirerty in lythes 'has of the benefits, to be derived to society from 
been inalienably ve.sfed in the church, and their professional e*ertions and’nstructi^n, 
is, therefore, not within the operation of that and that they were itilentled equally and Ira- 
right, which the legislature constantly ex- partially to afi'ect all property. As every 
crciscs, of disposing of the property of any itylividual in th^ community paiticipated in 
individual, which may be necessary to the the services of«the clergy, so none could 
service of the slate, upon giving a fair reasonably tjbject to contnbute their full and' 
equivalent. Tythes arc, in reality, a public fair proportion to their support. The in- 
property, assigned by the legislature to a dividual, who contributed, was amply re- 
particular body, as a remuneration for the quited in the pastoral attentions and spiritual 
performance of certain public services. The edification of the order he supported. This 
same authority, that conferred the property, wa,s all fair and just; both parties were 
has the power of regulating or altering the punctual, and both were satisfied. The 
services to be performed; and it would be consideration followed the value, whicl^of 
absurd to suppose, (hat it had not an equal course*must Imve preceded the considm.* 
control over the terms of rerounerafion. tion. The clergyman received, without de- 
In fact,, the parliament of Ireland* by abo- duciion, the portion allotted to him by the 
lishing tythes of agistment, first by an ar- state, and the layman was easily reconciled 
blirary vote of the bouse of commons, and to a sacrifice of a small portion of his teiu- 

lastly by'the act of union, has clearly shewn, poral efl'ects, to re*w’ard the services orthb«8f*s 

tba^e clergymen hold their proper^,, in whose duty it w'as to watch ever his eternal, 
t^es, subject to the discretion and regula- interests. But how diflerent must the case 

tioh of the legislature.—lu order fo form be in a country, where the great mass of 

any adequate idea of the severity of tythes, the population is o( a diflerent persuasion 
under the first point of view, in which I from the clergy, for whose support tythes 
propose to look at their operatiop, it will are levied; in which, neither the whole of 
be necessary to consider them in rdatfon to i the property* nor the whole pr^uce of the 
justice and expediency ; 4hat is, as to *land, is subjected to the pharge; in wbich^ 
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those who enjoy the advantage of the aer- 
. vices of the clerey, contribute but a very 
• small portion of the public provision for the 
esrablishment, whilst the greatest portion of 
the burthen bears altogether upon the poorer 
classes, who never derive any benefit at all 
from the establishment ? Here conadera- 
tion must be raised as the value sinks. The 
spirit of habnopoly and tlie daemon of bi¬ 
gotry may, and must, often go hand in 
Iiand, and unite to persecute, as well as to 
collect. .The individual, who is assessed, 
looks upon it as a severity, to be compelled 
(0 contribute, what produces him no cor¬ 
respondent advantage. His ingenuity is ex¬ 
erted to evade, his prejudices instigate him 
to defeat the claim, and every effort of 
fraud, artifice, and intimidation will, almost 
naturally, be essayed to render the charge 
upon'himself light, and to die clergyman un¬ 
productive. Mutual interest, the only sure 
basis of reciprocal integrity in transactions, 
that regard property, cannot mediate, and 
the person, who is constrained to pay for 
what he does not, cannot, or will not, re¬ 
ceive, easily persuades himself of the pro¬ 
priety of endeavouring to reduce the con- 
aiderafton to the standard of the value. The 
clergyman procures his stipend witliout sa¬ 
tisfaction, and it is given with reluctance. 
Tlie people loudly murmur, whilst their 
turbulence and often outrageous conduct, 
become a source of general apprehension and 
universai complaint. All parties are dis¬ 
contented, and the hopeless evil, that gene¬ 
rates this extremify of'dissati-sfaction, and 
undermines tlie peace, good temper, and 
virtue of society, grows too inveterate to 
yield, but to the wi.sdom ^f legislative ih- 
terference.—Thi# short sl^tcli jvill be suf¬ 
ficient to convey some idea of the state of 
Ireland, as to tythes and the oppression, 
arising from the intrinsic defects of the pre¬ 
sent system, llie abolition of tythes ot 
agistment has narrowed their operation, 
from extending over the whole surface of 
the country, to that limited portion of it, 
which is wrouglu with roijph labbpr and 
heavy expence, in the various processes of 
agriculture, I mean tiMage. The necessity 
of indemnifying tbemsdves for the defi¬ 
ciency "df revenue, created by the exemp- 
Jpn of pasture and feeding grounds from 
the operation of tythes, has constrained .the 
cleigy to raise their rates, upen ths small 
portion of land, tbjit remains subject to their 
charges, infinitely - higher, than it would 
otherwise be deuitrable,* or perhaps prudent, 
for them to attempt. And, as the rates are 
aiwaj-s regulated by the value of the irarti- 
cular crop, and potatoes yidid a more pro-« 


fitable refem than any other species of cul¬ 
ture, potltoes are coftsequently estimated 
higher inf the clergyman’s bQok.<pf ratq?, 
than any other crop. Thus the afera^e 
chaise for tythes of potatoes is fifteen sbii- 
lings per acre, for wlieat thirteen, barley 
thirteen, «beve thirteen, oats eight,’ and 
meadow land five. Thrae gharges, sonie- 
tinies va{y considerably in different districts, 
but the variation is, as often aboveK,as be¬ 
low, the averages'here stated. Barley, for 
instance, and potatoes are often charged one 
guinea, and ohe guinea and a half, in parti¬ 
cular places, per acre. Such local exor¬ 
bitance, however, is only to be incidentally, 
noticed. The object of this paper is not to 
exaggerate gricvancc.s, but to collect undef^ 
niable data, and make them the fouxd^ion 
of general and indisputable rcsohs. Tli© 
various averages above stated will giv^^one 
general average of eleven shillings per acre. • 
The amount of revenue of the Irish church 
establishment has usually been estimated at 
half a million annually; but without im¬ 
puting any sinister motives to those, who 
(estimate it at that Sum, and who take infinite 
pains to rijpresent the Irish clergy, as in a 
state of comparative poverty, 1 must be al¬ 
lowed to carry my estimate of the annual 
amount of tythes much higher. 1 believe it 
to be little short of one million, but I shall 
take it, for the sake of avoiding all possibility 
of cavil, at eight hundred and twenty thou¬ 
sand pounds. Now by applying my general 
average charge per ac^ tp this sum, that is, 
Iw dividing this sum by eleven shillings, we 
snail find that the whole number of acres, 
liable to the charge, does not exceed fifteen 
hundred thousand, five hundred thousand of 
which are cultivated by the labouring poor, 
which, at fifteen shillings per acre, pay to 
the establishment three hundred and seventy 
thousand pounds, being nearly oife half of 
its whole tevenue. Tlicre is but one other- 
datum neces-sary, towards a clear conception 
of this question, in relation to the justice of • 
the case. Hie whole surface of Ireland is 
estimated at fifteen ipiliions of acres. The 
follmving resqlts then follow obviously. One 
tenin of *the su'ierficial contents of Ireland 
bears the wbtfie weij^t of the tyihe establish¬ 
ment ; one third of that proportion, being 
one thirtieth of the whole, is charg^ with 
nearly one half of the whole tythe est^lisb- 
meiit; that proportion of the twpamten, 
which has noproperty. Is compelled to pay to 
clei^ymen, ttotn whom they derive ^ ad¬ 
vantage, nearly one half of their whole pro¬ 
vision, levijKi off one thirtieth of the surface 
of Irelafidii whilst the remainder of the po¬ 
pulation of tliat country, possessing' the 
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whole of the property in it, contr^pie littto each parfiqjlv case. Before the harvest i* 
more than the other half of theprj^i^on for gathered in, a meeting of the parishioner^ 
tbwowgderey, from twerfty-mtf .thirtieths. is summoned ’to attend the proctor, and of- 
of t%. superncial contents off tM country, ten the clergy man, for the purpose of tytfa® 
Is it necessary to add another observation letting. Each individual agrees to a corn- 
to prove the ifaquity of such* a* state of position for his own tythes, and, as a year’s 
fhlogs 2 Would it not be an insult to a man tim& ls generally given fof the payment, he 
of common sense/to attempt to give a di- passes a promissory note for the amount, 
rectiorf to his ffeelings or his indignation, by first paying tlie proctor his fees. 11 shouM 
any remarks, calculated to impress* the ex- be observed,-however, that, wlten the owner 
|)edien2y of some modification ? This, state* of the crop refuses to agree to tlie compo- 
tnent speaks for itmlf, at^ requires not far- sition demanded, bis tythes are sold to an¬ 
ther comment or illustration^I come now other person. There is no such practice, as 
to consider the grievances, arising from the setting out the tythe for the clergyman to 
vexatious manner, in which tythes arte col- draw it. If two or three, in a pansb, were 
'lected in Ireland, first premising,* that, in to give notice to tliat effect,.it would be 
general, these vexations are not imputable considered a conspiracy against the cleigy- 
Jo th^ clergy, for, if the real fact were man, and'ample damages would be recover- 
IsnowD, it wouM appear, that, so faf from able. Tiiefeeaof the proctor, to which he 
gaining, they lose by most of those trans- can have no legal right, he being the ser- 
actiVus, which constitute the oppres-sions, vant of the parson and sufficiently paid by 
of which so many, and so just complaints his employer, amount to ten per cent, nomi- 
are made. The clergyman cannot manage nally upon the composition; but infinitely 
his own concern in tyahes, because, in the exceed that sqm by means of his fraud and 
event of litigation, he cannot be a witness exactions. Every sum, under ten shillings, 
ill h>s own cause, and a direct interference^ compounded for tythe, he charges as ten; 
in such worldly transactions, would !:« de- and every sum, over ten and nnder twenty, 
r^tory from the character ana sanctity of he charges as twenty, so that by rating all 
his official functions. He is, therefore, the intermediate sums, as the decimals next 
both from feeling and from necessity,obliged above them, and imposing a fee upon each, 
to employ agents to manage his business, and as for such decimal, he levies an exorbitant 
it is, not unfre^^tly, the fault of his pa- average of direct and compound per cen- 
rishioners, ,by tneir harrassing opposition to tage, of not less than twenty per cent, upon 
his interests, that he withdraws himself al- the whole amount of the comiiosiion. The 
together from any concern with them, and tytlie farmer also following up the principle, 
lets the tythes of li?s benefice to a tythe upon which he renrt a }>arish, disposes of the 
-farmer; When a clergyman does not resort tythes to the highest bid-ier. In bis train 
to this course, he employs an agent, who is are valuers, bidders, canters and process 
called a proctor, to superintend the admi- servers, and tBe whole tribe et' popular 
nistration of his temporal concerns in the pests, TJje pActor strips, but the tythe 
parish, in the collection of tythes and the farmer scouiges his victims. Should the 
adjustment of a composition for them. The owner of the crop be disposed to compound 
^octor is usually allowed ten per cent, by for his tythes, at any reasonable rale, a bid- 
his employer, upon |he gross income of the tier is at band to enhance the price; should 
parish. If this were all, there would be be hesitate to raise his proposal to the ad- 
no just ground of complaint. B'Jtthenroc- vanced offer, a canter steps in, and inter- 
tor,, not content .with this allowance, levies cepts the natural claim, which the cultivator 
ap infinitely larger income from the pa has, to become the purcliaser of the fruits of 
risbioners, under the Read of fees. To give his own industry. So that, whether com- 
a clear view of this point, it wiU,be neces- pounding or not Qoinpounding, between the 
aary to state, briefiy, the inanner,Mn which bidders puffing, U»e canters unprincipled in- 
tbe business of the composition for tythes terforence, and the exorbitance of the tythe 
is conducted. ^ In the spring of the year, the former, the husbandman is sure to be thejaj 
proctor and his assistants make a tour gf the crifice. Whenever a parish is let, by tte 
raiMh, in order to estimate, by inspection, clergiynan, to a tythe former, he uniformly 
toe growing hopes of the husbandmaffs reserves the whole inemne, which he an- 
toil. The ydue, tbtey upon each parti- tecedently derived from it, deducting only 
epbr crop, is set down in a W)k, the-black tlm.aUowance-of ten per cent usually gfy^ 
register tff their extortions $ and t|ie entries to proctors. In a parish, so circumstanGiMi, 
in this book govern their conduct, when the. profits of tbfe tythe finmer arise princi- 
(Jhey come to regulate thecompoiUion in ^ pally from fbe plunder ofj people, llte 
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clcrcrvnian continues to receive the same 
amount of income, bat his piyishioners are 
snbjecletl to contribniions, comniensnrate 
with the avarice and rapacity of his repre- 
serttiUiVe, the tythe tasmer. Twenty per 
cent, fall-s inlinitt'Jy short of the amount ot 
Jiuch exactions, winch frcfjuently equal, and 
sofnetimej exceed, the income reserved by 
tl!e clergyman. It will be obvious from 
Uiis. that, at the v(r ,' lowest calcid.itioii, an 
addition of one fifth is thus made, to the 
bnrthen t)f tyihcs, not fur ibe support of the 
clergy, but for the advantage of tho.se mis¬ 
creants, vylio so unfeelingly traffic upon tlie 
fiistrosses of their native country. The evil, 
however, does not stop here. Not content 
with the ^lliwanee matie by the clergyman, 
equal to his proctor's salary, and the amount 
of his exactions in the gross, the tythe far¬ 
mer swells the bt.ick list of his enormities, 
by exacting the same amount of fees as the 
proctor. Enough has how been .stated to 
enable buy man of common sense, employ¬ 
ing only tlie most .superficial observation, to 
estimate the avenige of the aggregate and 
arbitrary contributions, wrung from the agri- 
cultare of the conntiy and the industry of 
the poor, by these vile agents of popular 
grievances, the tythe farmers and proctors 
ITje allowance from the clergyman to hid 
proctor is ten percent., which, with twenty 
per cent., the estimated amount of hi.s illegal 
' fees, gives him a revenue of thirty per cent. 
iq>on that proportion of the tvthe establish- 
metft, whicii is managed by him. The 
tythe farmer, on tife other iiand, has the 
same profits, under the same heads, with 
the addition of at least twenty percent., thj 
lowest profit which lie can qerive from his 
farm in the tyihe^. Taking tba profits of 
the proctor, therefore, at tJiiriy percent., and 
those of the tythe farmer at fifty per cent., 
the aggregate of both is eighty, which gives 
a gt'ner,d average, upon all the tythes in the 
kingdom, of forty per cent., as the mcasurl; 
of their op|>ression, '1 his subject will ap¬ 
pear with more cogeiuy by reducing lljese 
general st.itements to a defnfite resist in 
specific sums. Thus an establishment of 
eight iiutidrcd and twenty thousand poutid.s, 
at forty per cent., yields three hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds to proctors and tythe 
Jiaiitiers; and, of this sam,\>ne hundred and 
forty thousand pounds are paid by the labour¬ 
ing cla»se.s. It would be idle to weakeli this 
case by superfluous declamation or argument. 

If tlie melancholy picture of popular sof- 
fertag, exhibited in this detail, produce no 
conviction of the magnitude of the grievance 
arid the urgency of redress, no human co¬ 
louring can giv^ it a more imposing form, | 
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or more o'xprcsslve features. The characters 
are .so legible and distiifct, that even be who 
runs, may read, and the inost*^a|^ient 
glance mii.st iavry conviction to any suKcp- 
tible miqfi.—I am disposed^ to think, that 
even (he deputation, from the self-conslitut- 
ed Hibenfiai/society, tl^ugb wholly intent' 
upon schemes of evangelical* amelioration. 
Could ii( 4 t have overlooked the evidence *of 
temporal misery presented in every stage of 
their rapid progress through Ireland, it ia 
true, these gentlefncn travelled with such 
velocity, and were so exclusively taken op 
with the importance of their mission, that 
they mayanot, possibly, have been as ob- ‘ 
servant, as men, who should mix, considera¬ 
tions of sublunary comforts, with llieir views 
for pjoinoting the spiritual w’elfare*cif 
nation. Yet, if they did not resign them- 
.selves to acti!.-!! slumbers, or to religiou^e- 
veries, the moment they entered the mail 
coach, wliich alone could have enabled them 
to travel over so large a space, in so short a 
time, if their eyes were competent to the 
ordinary functions of organs of vision, or 
tfi eir minds susceptible of common impres¬ 
sions, theytnust have perceived enough to 
satisfy them of the practical misery of the 
country, notwithstanding their spiritual pro¬ 
scription of the great mass of its inhabitants. 
Of ail the public.'itioiis upon the state of 
Ireland, tlial I have seen, the report of a. 
depiitaiiun, from the Hibernian .society, is 
the most reprehensible and mischievous. It is 
from the fiir.t to the last uninteiruptcd 
tissue of ignorance, presumption, bigotry, 
and intolerance. The individuals, who com¬ 
posed that deputation, may be good and well 
intentioned men, as well as the misguided 
members of the society, that deputed them 
to their mission. But, surely, the abstract 
merit of good intention cannot sanctify the 
aclnal violation of every principle of candor, 
moderation, and decencj’. If this a.ssuming 
deputation had laid in their claim to in¬ 
spiration, they might have some coloiy of 
claim to the credit, which they confidently 
expect to be given te their report. But, 
without the agency of the Divine Spirit, it 
is impossible, that if should be exempted 
from the application'of those rules of ra¬ 
tional consideration, which decide ^on the . 
merits of all human productions. *3*he de^ 
putatidh set out from Dublin on their 
gress, on the thirty-first of last July* 
after visiting Kilkenny, Clonmel, Watee-. 
ford, Cork, Limerick, Gort, Toanv Ar^ 
roagb, Dundalk, and Drogheda* they re¬ 
turned on the nineteenth. of Aiigust to 
Dublin, after having performed a joornpy of 
between eight and nine hupdfed ipilpSj 
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twenty day*. It tHllf surely, be obvious to 
every unjugadiced mind, that, injlo shorf a 
time, and in tl» preci{)itancy of>such a rapid 
transit thmugna^country, no idea conld be 
formed of the exteriry* manners, still less of 
the itftcrual principles of a peeplo, which 
.. would warrant any pftrson, bavinga regard for 
« his character or tor truth, in making guy po¬ 
sitive as^rtion upon the subject, even with¬ 
out committing the principles of a society, 

' pKofessing to have been formed for bona 
fdc public purposes. In reality, the report 
apitears to have been drawn u^with a view 
tp the objects of the society, but yvilhout 
.any reference whatever to the actual state of 
r^ion in Ireland, and the mission of the 
i^uiatiffn was ad^ted purely as a sanction 
foists publication. The fabricators of^iiis 
more than monkish document of religious 
excIuSTon never once thought, that their 
production would be ever minutely exa- 
‘ mined, and trusted to the credulity of the 
British public, which swallows with avidity 
i every tale respecting Ireland, and to the 
habitual apathy of those, acquainted with j 
the real-state of that country.—Bu^ (he no¬ 
tice I have taken of this report, has diverted 
me, for the present, from the consideration of 
tlie grievous effects of the operation of tythes 
on the agriculture of Ireland. I could not, 
however, resist the impulse of indignation, 

I felt, at finding a few enthusiasts, daring 
' enough to put up a whole nation to the ban 
of sectarian interdiction^ The ofiiciousness 
of .these zealots wilf be productive of se¬ 
rious consequences, if not restrainetl by the 
limely-interpositioaof some competent au¬ 
thority. The few observations, that I have 
made upon their presumptuous publication, 
will, I ho]}e, have the effect of inducijig 
tliose, who may see them, to reflect, before 
, they receive the ipse dixits of a body, so 
constituted and conducted, the criterion 
tif the religious state of a calumniated peo¬ 
ple, or a proof of the impartiality and jus¬ 
tifiable.zeal of an oflfidous and intolerant 
communion of sectarists. , 1 shall take my 
leave of these .evangelising gentry, for the 
‘present, having .already encroached too far 
upon yonr indulgence, but shall seize an¬ 
other opportunity, with your permission, 
after 1 shatt have detailed the adual griev- 
-ances of dteland, to resume this subject, «n 
order^ expose the absurdity, infatuation, 

' nd dapgeruus tendency of the projects, and 
modes propos'd for executing the projects, 
of this intemperate and intolerant society, 
and of thdr post’travelling missionaries.-— 

I am. Sir, &c.—Vttfoex.—>Z>oRefon, Feb. 

1803. ^ ■ 
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. EKGbAMQ.-- Order in Council, refolui^iit 

Portugal and the Braxih, dated Jan. tig 

1808. t 

At the Court at the Queen’s Piilace, the 
(5th ofJanuary,' 1808, present, the King's 

Moss Excellent Mftjt-siy in Council.-■, 

Whereas if is expedient, in ihe present stat# 
pf the su’ojects of her Most Faithful Majesty,. 
and during the interruption in commercial 
correspondence between Great Briiwn atid 
Portug.-»l, that claims sbould be permitted to 
be given fbf Portuguese property brqitght in ‘ 
and detained by his Majesty's ships of war 
and privateers •, his Majesty is pleased, by 
and with the advice of his Privy Council, to 
Older, and it is hereby ordered, that claims 
for Portuguese property, given by persons 
duly authorised by the owners, or by the 
Consul, or other person aufhorised by the 
Portuguese Minister resident at this Court, 
shall be admitted in the High Court of Ad¬ 
miralty; and it is further ordered, that im¬ 
mediate restitution shall pass of all such pro- 
«perty as shall appear by the bills of lading or 
other documents found on board Portuguese 
ships, coming from Portuguese settlements 
to the ports of Portugal, to belong to her 
Most Faithful Majesty, or to any of her sub-^ 
jects residing at the date of this order, in the 
Brazils, or in any foreign settlement belong¬ 
ing to her crown, or in England, or in any 
country in amity with his Majesty, upon a 
general claim for eveij^such ship and goods* 
given by the consul under the authority 
aforesaid; and it is further ordered, that the 
properly of the suWeets of her Most Faith¬ 
ful Majesty, at th^atc of this order, resi¬ 
ding in Por;iigal either beJdhging to them 
separately, or jointly with subjects residing 
in the Brazils, or other places beforenjen- 
tioned, shall be pronounced to belong as 
claiined, upon a general claim given for tho 
same; on board such Portuguese ships as 
aforesaid; and it is further ordered, ihat the 
property last-mentioned, as well as all 
other property, ugder private claims alreadjP 
given or to be given, and pronounced to be 
Portuguese property, and belonging to j)er- 
sons resident in Portugal at the date of this 
order, shall remain subject to lii$ Majesty’s 
further orders; and,in the mean time, shaH.,t. 
be put .into the joint custody of agents to be 
named onAehalf of his Majesty, and on be¬ 
half of the Portuguese Minister resident at 
this court, or of any claimant; and that such 
parts thereof as are perishable, or W'bicb it« 
may be oUierwise expedient to sell, shall bo 
sold by the aforesaid agents, under commis¬ 
sions to be issued by the High Court.of A.d- 
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miralty, and tbe proceeds thereof deposited 
.in the said court-And the Bight Honour¬ 
able theLordsCbmmissioners of his Majesty’s 
Treasury, hts Majesty’s Principal Secretaries 
of State, the Lords Obmmissioners of the 
Admiralty, and the Judges of the. High 
Court of Admiralty and Courts of Vice-Ad- 
nairalty, are to take the necessary measures 
Jwreiu as to them shall respectively apper- 
taiUd—^W. Fawkbkbr. 

.France.——C omweroa/ Decree, signed 
. Napoleon, and dated at the ThuiUeries, 
Jan. 11,1808. 

Napoleon, &c. upon the report of our 
Minister of Finances, seeing our decrees of 
the 23d November and llth December^ 
1807 ;’with the concurrence of our Coun¬ 
cil of State we have decreed and do decree 
as follows:—Art. 1. When a vessel shall 
enter into a French port, or in that of a 
COUAtry occupied by our armies, any man of 
the crew, or a passenger, who shall declare 
to the principal of the Custom House, that 
the said .ship comes from England or her co¬ 
lonies or countries occupied by English 
troops, or that it has been visited by an Eng¬ 
lish vessel, shall receive a third part of tbe 
produce of the net sale of the ship and cargo, 
if it is known that his declaration is e,\act.— 
Art. 2. The principal of the Custom House, 
who shall receive tbe declaration mentioned 
in the preceding article, shall, in conjunc- 
tipn with the Commissary of Police, who 
shall be called on /or that purpose, and the 
two principal custom house oiHcers of the 
port, shall cause each of the crew and pas¬ 
sengers to undergo, separately, the inten'o- 
gatory pre8cribe4; by the sefcond article of our 
decree of the 23d November, ^807.—Art. 
3 . Auy functionary or-agent of government, 
who shall be convicted of having hivoured 
the contravention of our decrees of the 2Sd 
of November and I7th December, 180/, 
shall be prosecuted in the criminal court of 
the department of the Seine, which shall be 
filmed into a special tribunal for this pur¬ 
pose, and punished, if convibted, as If guilty 
pf high treason.—Art, 4. Our ministers are 
charged, each in his respective department, 
with the execution of tbe present d^ree. 

nr-rs 

HoifcAND.—JOecree against Sweden, signed 
. by the King of Holland, and date^ on the- 
IQth of JciKuary, 1808. 

Loal»,Napoleon, by the grace of God 
and the constitotion of the kingdom. King 
of Holland, and Constable of France.—— 
Whereas we have received information that 
ihe orders adopted relative to tbe blockade b/ 
the British ulonds, have not been carried in- 


tp eseicution with like /cMcehgainst Swedish 
ships; and wheVeas thfs kingdom^ equally 
at war with Sweden and Enghnd,—^We have 
deeteed, and hereby decree^ a^follows:—— 
Art. 1. Every Swedish ship* which shall en¬ 
ter the pprtEt of this Itingdoni shall be im.-> 
raediately .seized, and alsb all Swedish mer¬ 
chandize shall be confiscated.^—II. All Swe¬ 
dish subjects, who may have heretofore ex¬ 
ercised diplomatic functions witSin our 
kingdom, or whq may have served as con¬ 
suls or commorcial agents, and who still re¬ 
main in Holland, are req^uired to leave tbe 
kingdom immediately upon the publicatioh. 
of this d^ree.—-III. Ail other Swedish sub¬ 
jects who may be found in our ports, .or 
other parts of our kingdom, shall impiiediate- 
ly b& arrested, and treaf^ as prisonerfof 
war.—IV. The measures at present in forde 
for the blockade of the British isUrtdSj'^all, 
in like manner, and without exception, be 
made applicable to Sweden,—V. Our minis¬ 
ters of finance, justice, and police, are 
charged with the execution of the present 
^decree, which shall be proclaimed at all 
places wl^re its publication may be neces¬ 
sary. 

Phussia.—D ec/flra<ioa against K^gland, 
Dated at Munich, Dee. 1 , 1807 . 

Tbe King being obliged, by the 27 tb 
article of the treaty of peacg of Tilsit, con¬ 
cluded on the 9th of July, 1807, to shut, 
without exception, ^le Prussian ports and 
states against the trad4 and navigation of 
England, as long as the present war lasted 
between England and France, his Majesty 
Ims not jresitated te take progressively tbe 
mo.st appropriate measures to fulfil his en¬ 
gagements.-^In directing these measures, 

his Majesty did not dissemble the prejudice 
and loss which would result to thecommetco 
of his dominions in general and that of his 
subjects, who, by a long series of misfor¬ 
tunes, have acquired new rights to his pafer* 
nal solicitude and benevolence; but his Ma¬ 
jesty yields to the coqsolatory hope, that 
the mediation oSerid by ifiossia to England, 
by accelerating the return of a definitive 
peace between G, Britain and France, would 
soon bring about an order of things more 
congenial to the particular interests of each 
poq|ier.~The King has been deceived in hi* 
jest expectation; the events that hav^t^^cn 
place since, and which are too well k^wn 
m render it necessary to recapitulate them, 
far from bringing the so much desired period 
of general p^ce nearer, havd'Obly plated it 
at a greater distance.—All communication is 
broken off between Russia and England, 
llie declaration of his Majicsty the Emperoi 



of all Ihc Rassias, puWished oo the ^tROct 
proves that there is n& lopger aflf w- 

tweca thBte two.powers. Hi^Pnfssi^flfa* 
iesty/ iptimJlely connected by aU ms rela¬ 
tions with the cAtse and system of the conti¬ 
nental neighbouring and friendly powers, 
has no other rules <jf conduct tnanTiis duties 
founded upon the interests of his states, and 
the obligation contracted by a solenrti treaty. 
—Confermably to these principles his Ma¬ 
jesty, setting aside those considerations 
which be had hitherto resifect^d, in the vain 

hope for a speedy ‘ general pacification 5 
and having refused, since- fte mission of 
•lord Hutchinson, to recdveat hia^urt any 
English diplomatic agent, has just wdered 
iiTs legation at London to quit England as 
a/possible, sfnd return to tbeContinent. 
—His Majesty the King of PruMia, in ma- 
kingsknown the resolutions which bis en¬ 
gagements and the interest of his monarchy 
impose upon him as a duty, dMlares by rtese 
presents, that;, till the restoration of a defini¬ 
tive peace between the two belligerent pow¬ 
ers, there shall be no relation between Prus-^ 
sia and England.—F kederick William. 

UopTUGAL.- Decree hy General Junot 

‘ for confiscating English property. —Dec, 

4, 1807. . .. n 

AH gnods, jewels, and silver, as well as 

moveable and landed properly of any nature 
wliatsuever, belonging to any individual sub¬ 
ject to Great Britain, found in any territory 
of the Porlugnese donSinions, shall con¬ 
fiscated —All goods of British manufacture, 
of any kind whatsoever, shall be also confi|* 

cated^-It is expressly ordained, tl^it any 

person of whatever class, who shall have in 
his possession any sum or goods belonging to 
subjects of Great Britain, shail appear ana 
declare the same in the course of three days, 
kat the Secretary's Office, _M. Legoy,.appoint- 
. ed. corotnissaty ad interim, whose residence 
is N<X 10, opposite the Foiintnin of the 
LoreltO} ind in the interior parts 
gal these declarations are to be made bciore 
the magistrate of the place.——Any person 
who shall not make a true and exact declara¬ 
tion, shall forfeit ten times the sum ot the 
object so declared, and,shall receive brides 
corporal, punishment, if the object should 
_.... -..'Ilf Mu-t/la nr nronertv whjcll 



her 

irovdiguese or D'rencti merenanw, iiiu«! of 
any diher nation', sbalt be declared in tins 
’ sanUe manner under the like penalties.-— 
The administrator general of the nnaucM, 
and the regency council, are charged with 
the execution of d»t4 decree. 


[S18 

pOKTUOAt,-*—-Proc/oifialioa. ij/T ihefnqvir 
silor General. Dated at Lahon, .under, 
th .Seal oj the Holy Ogux, Dec. 22 , »e07.. 
i>on Joseph Maria de Mello,. titnlaar.. 
bishop of Algalva, irfquisitor-general of this 
kingdom, member of her*majesty’s council, 
and her confessor,—To all the &ithfol of the 
holy church, health, peace, ^nd the grace e£ 
our Lord Jesus Christ, oar Saviour and God. 

«_^The place of inquisitor general of thia 

kingdom which,we occupy, unworthy of it 
as we are; the hidy episcopal character with, 
which we are invested j the exemplaiy »ed 
with which the roost eminent and tenerable 
cardinal patriarch of Lisbon has justrecona^- 
mended, with so touching an unction, in h.if. 
last pastoral letter, the preservation pf tran¬ 
quillity, peace, and Christian union, neces¬ 
sary in all times, and above all in the pre¬ 
sent; all these considerations impose upon 
us the duty of concurring on our side, and as 
far as we can, in a salutary object, and with¬ 
out w'hich we cannot hope for any happiness 
either upon earth, or, which ought more to 
concern us, in the life to come. We addrest 
them to all the faithful of the holy churob, 
to the inhabitants of this city and kingdom, 
wc conjure them to be attciitiye and docUe 
to the wise and pacific instructions of their - 
venerable father and pastor, in a circum^ 
stance which concerns their present fate and 
their eternal happiness. We can do nothii^ 
better than to recall to them the paternal ad¬ 
vice of that great prelate. Let ilicm consi¬ 
der the situation in which we are, the fa¬ 
vours which tile Divine Goodness has heap¬ 
ed upon as, in the midst of our tribulations: 
letjhem bless G*d in all things j let them 
adore with an humble and foiitrite heart the 
immutable flecrees of Providence, and; let 
them be grateful for the innumerable bene¬ 
fits we have received from his all-powerfnl 
hand.— Let us reckon amongst these signal 
bei^fits, the peace and good order which 
have and do reign in Ibw king'ton? since a 
great army .has come to our succour.—We 
are certain of our happiness if we know hoiv 
toprofit*byit—'ifeenjoy equal security both 

in our houses and out.,-Let us not forget 

that we owe these advantages to the zeal and 
activity of the genernl in chief who com¬ 
mands us, and whpse virtues we have long 
known; that the army which is in the mid#r 
of us is that of bis Majesty the Emperor ot 
the Frctfch and King of Italy, Napoleon<110, 
Great;. that that Moqarcb has bt-en sent by 
God to protect religion, and render people 
happy; that Iw will pour «pon us the b^es^ 
sings of peace, if we love each other with 
fraternal (parity—that by that means reli- 
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gion ainl lU ministers will alwayi be respect¬ 
ed, arid tbat'm tfne we shall tnjoy all ^orts 
of happiness if we shew'ourselves worthy of 
inch great proiection. is thus that we 
ought-to coudnet ourselves to accomplish 
faithfully the precepts of the I.ortl, wlujcom- 
inaflds us to obey power, not throngh fear, 
liist through a duty of tonscience.—Let us 
■ incessantly have before our eyes lire touch¬ 
ing ©Khorlatious which the venerable pastor 
of this c;ty and diocese has addressed to his 
flocic, to unite them in Christian charity, and 
to obtain peace and repose, of which we have 
80 much need; and because that object is of 
the greatest importance, even for the preser¬ 
vation of the purity of our faith, we cpnjurc 
nil the deputies of the council general of in¬ 
quisition and other ministers of the holy of¬ 
fice, to unite their zeal to ours to maintain 
and consolidate the public tranquillity —We 
recommend it especially l » all the regulars in 
geheral, and to each in particular, to give, in 
all circumstances, the example of perfect 
submission, as it becomes the ministers of a 
God of Peace, who offer daily the sacrifice 
of propitiation, and who ought to be models 
of evangelical perfection to the people.— 
We exhort them to recall without ceasing 
to the faithful their duties, and above all to 
infpress them with this truth, that there ne¬ 
ver can be too much peace and union. And 
in order that our letter may reach all the tri¬ 
bunals of inquisition in the kingdom, we 
bavg caused it to be stuck up and published 
in the cliurches of eur dRttrict, in the accus¬ 
tomed form. 

Dbkmark. -DispatchbS published ifr 
Denmark, reiativb rtf the Copen¬ 
hagen Expedition.-Published in 

Jaxoaky, 1808 . 

Extract of n Report from. M. Rist, formerly 
( harge d'Affaires from Denmark to the* 
Eng&h Court, to the Minister of State, 
Count Bernslcrff'.’f-London, ' 27 th Sept, 
1807 . 

f It was probably to give more weight to 
those considerations, which-lWr. Cmning 
proposed to me, by reading to me yesterday 
bis^firsf minute of the pioposition of the 
Court of London, that he thought it right to 
add to ? brief esposure of jthe consequences 
■*^fintlnbeiefiisal on our part to treat would 
be attended with. He then read to n^e the 
following five menaces.——It contained-^ 

1. The cuufiscation of alt the vessels already 
detained, and yet to be detained. 2 The 
capture of oi’.r colonic*. 3, The destruction 


[ of our trade. 4. The jpossibiiity .of being 
: obliged tot introduce, Swedish tr/iops into 
Copenhagen. .* 5. The necessitj^Bich might 
arise of rewarding and indemnifying his 
Swedish Majesty with the possession of Nor¬ 
way.—Mr. Canning judged it fit to Iea\ij our 
these menaces in the copy of the verbal note 
which he sent me. 

Exlratt of a Report from the Samp, to the 
Same. London, Oct. 2, 18O7. 

- I thought Merry bad taken his de¬ 
parture, when he called on me yesterday, 
and told me, ifiat intelligence, received by 
govcrimifflit, bad retarded his departure, .ntid ‘ 
made Mr. Canning wish to see me once 
more before he dispatched him- I accord- ■ 
ingly is'aited on thj minisler, accotn|5auiefi • 
by Mr. Merry. The object of the interview 
was to acquaint me that a nies'enger^^r- 
rived this morning, had brought the confir¬ 
mation of the disposition of his Swedish 
Majesty to co«peratc with his Britannic Bla- 
jesly for the common interest, in rase that 
his assistance should be Wanted; in other 
Words, that Swedish troops were ready to 
replace thoSe of the Engli.sli government in 
Zealand, if the latter were ol>ligcd, on- ac- . 
count of the capitulation, a.s another desti¬ 
nation, to evacuate that island. Mr. Can¬ 
ning concluded by proposing to me to avail 
myself of the departure of Mr. JVlerry to 
prc.«s my Court to accede to an arrangement, 
the refusal of winch would unavoidably be 
followed by the Swedish co-operation, and 
to represent to my Court the urgent neces¬ 
sity of coming speedily to some preliminary 
acconiraqdation. 

Letter from Count Bernstorjf, Danish Mi¬ 
nister for Fmreigrs ffjfairs, to Baron If'el- 
torsledt. First Secretary of the Cabinet of 
his Swedish Majesty——Kiel, Oct, 17 th, 
I 8 O 7 . 

Permit rat, sir, to apply direct to you, to 
require of you officially an explanation, 
which it is important for my Court to obtain 
in an authentic manner. The English go¬ 
vernment thought projjer to make a propo¬ 
sition, foftndeain pan on the threat of a 
co-operation of Swraen in the hostile mea¬ 
sures of Great Britain against Denmark. 
The mbinet of London dares to ass^i, that ' 
his Swedish Majesty has ofilered to cause the 
Eogltso troops in Zealand to be replaceth^ 
part cf his own troops, iircate that the for¬ 
mer should be obliged to e\;acuat8 tb'at 
island. 

To ie conlviaed. • '' 
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The gentlenyin afipears to be so cohtpletely absorbed in the contemplation of the sins of England, that he 
" has'niit a moment’s leisuie to notice any one of the numerous enormities of France."-— Am ebi^aW 
Fabmer. * 
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TO 

WILLIAM ROSebE, Esq. 

Letter HI.* 

• Sir, • 

Before I enter upon the mat¬ 
ter proposed to be treated of in tliis letter, 
'me we leave to request your attention to 
.tne letter of a correspondent, which I shall 
ins^t by way of postscript to this, and in 
which', as you will perceive, tlie ■' incident” 
of the assassin is regarded as an invention of 
Mr. Fox himself. 1 do not say, that I adopt 
the opinion of my correspondent; yet, I 
must confess, that he has staggered me; 
and* however reluctant ray readers may b^ 
to acknowledge an English statesiftan to have 
be en^ uilty of such an act of meanness, they 
will, doubtless, be more reluctant to shut 
their ears against the truth. The matter 
ought to be cleared up. It was strange, that 
the assassin should be taken to Mr. Fox’s 
Aouse} that be should not have been talked 
with in the presence of any third person ; 
that police-officers,, and not king's messen¬ 
gers, should Lave to deal with hjm; that 
there should have been no talk about the 
matter, at the tilna when he arrived, or when 
he was sent away; and, that the whole 
should remain a profound and impenetrable 
secret, 'till the very moment that the nego- 
ciation papers were laid before parliament. I 
should like to have this matter inquired into. 
The messenger, or * police-ollicer, who 
brought the assassin up from Gravesend, 
and who took him to and from Mr. Fox, 
will be able to say that he did it. Some of 
the police-magistrates will be able to say, 
that they committed the roan to prison; or, 
at least, the jailor will be able to produce 
some record of the receipt and delivery of 
this famous person. Some inquiry of this 
sort is nedhssary, not only to the vindicanon 

conduct of Mr. Fox, but also to mat 
of tiecharacter of the English govc'rnment; 
for, what can be more injurious to that cha¬ 
racter, than the supposition, that the mini . 
ter for foreign aRairi, by collusion with his 
colleagues, had recourse to such a siratoj^m 
tor the purpose of opening the way to a ne- 
gociatiou with the enemy ? Pray, Sir, thiuk 
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of this; and, be assured, that, until the mat- 
ter be cleared up, there will generally prevail 
most serious doubts, not as to whether there 
was any reality in the plot at Passy, but, as 
to whether the honour of the invention be¬ 
longs to the late ministry, or to Mr. Talley¬ 
rand ; for, as to its being an invention, by 
one or the other, there is no doubt at all. 
This is a subject, which, in all likelihood, 
would never have been agitated, had it not 
been fur your meddling indiscretion; and, 
therefore, upon you it devolves as a duty to 
clear the matter up, so as to remove the im¬ 
pression which your revival of it has pro¬ 
duced. 

Now for the remainder of your pamphlet. 
In de.scribing the events of the last continen¬ 
tal war, you have occasion again to speak of 
the conduct of Prussia, and you call her M- 
king possession of Hanover an indecent 
inizure but, we never bear, you talk of 
any act of indecency committed by France, 
though you had before spoken of the ** (j^s- 
sion" of that electorate to Prussia by France. 
How could it be an “ indecent seizure,” if 
it was a “ cession ?” All, however, aie m - 
miiial in your eyies, except Napoleon. If 
he put a king in*possessio^ of an electorate, 
the act is ^ a cession," on his part, in vir¬ 
tue of bis “ rigiit,” as conqueror; bat, on 
the part of the power w'ho receives it from 
Wm, if that power fall under his displeasure, 
the;act of receiving is ‘'an indecent seisiiire.” 
Well might you, in yoiir preface, make an 
j attempt to ward off the charge of partiality 
for France. • 

HaviiTg brougfit us down to the tre.ity of 
Tilsit you say : *‘ of,tl)e part w'hich Great 
“ Britain acted in this dreadful struggle, it 
" is not niicessary to say much. The inef* 

“ ficiency of that jinion between her and 
** Russia, which had teen so tTvmphantlif‘ ‘ 
" dwelt upon, as likely to restrain, or over- 
“ turn ilie power of France, soon becarno 
" manifest." And then you proceed to 
state, that we were utterly unable to send a. 
single man to assist her, or to make any di¬ 
version it) her favour. Upon this latter point 
there are two opitiioas; and, you wili o^ ■ 
s^v«, that the Emperor of ilustia, that 
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noous Autocrat, vrhose offer of, mediation 
you clioose to regard as sincere and equita¬ 
ble, «ba 5 declared to the world, that your 
friends, the late ministers, might have sent 
him men and money and have made diver¬ 
sions-in his hivour. I, for my part, am of a 
coi^rary opinion 5 and, if I blame them at 
all for their conduct in that war, it was for 
sending money to Prussia, and for attempt¬ 
ing a diversiyn in Egypt. But, who was it, 
that difrelt so triumphantly” upon the 
ut\ion of England and Russia ? Not I. Not 
the nation) who never expected any good 
from it. Not the then onnosi ^n ; because, 
whatever they might think, tl^ would take 
excellent care to say nothing, that might run 
the risk of implying approbation of the con¬ 
duct of their rivals for power and profit. 
Who was it, then ? Why, the late ministers^ 
those men, for whom, upon every occasion 
that offered, during your short-liv^ senator- 
ship, you voted. It was they who triumph¬ 
ed } and you. Sir, were one of those, who, 
tacitly, at least, joined in the triumph, while 
1 was using the utmost of my endeavours to 
guard the nation against being deceived by 
the hopes and expectations, which you held 
forth, as the consequence of the union, of 
which, now that it has failed, you stand for¬ 
ward to speak so contemptuously. I thought, 
that the union was a wild project; I thought, 
that the states against ^ich France was 
drawing the sword, were rotten to the core; I 
thdhghr, that there was p moral cause, more 
powerful than her sffms, working for France; 

1 thought, that Napoleon would " reach 
Petersburgb by May day,"^unless the Em¬ 
peror submitted to bis tern^ of peace. All 
this I thought; but, all this I sold, even be¬ 
fore the French troops began their march 
against Russia; and, if you had thought the 
8 .tme; or if you had anticipated the conse- 
(juences of the union, at which you now 
laugh, why did you not say so, at the tilne 
and in the place, when and where your opi¬ 
nions might have been adopted by others ? A 
person, not then in parliament, ms^, with 
perfect consistency now, for the first time, 
•xpress his disapprobation of the refusal of 
tke terms of France in 1800, and tell us to 
look at the consequences of that refusal, 
connected as it was with a new coalition 
project; but you, who were then in parlia¬ 
ment, who said not one word in the way of 
disapprobation of the rupture of the negocia- 
tion or of the forming of the new coalition, 
stand now self-accused of a want either of 
spirit or of principle. 

■ The Danish Expedition is a most copious 
topic with you, as, indeed, might have been 
exacted ^ and; to say tht truth, if you hare 

4 ^ ^ 
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failed in making your readers believe, that it 
was marked with every elraracter of j^rocity, 
the fault is not - in your want 'ofgpOa wiU to 
that purpose. According to y^€, the Danes 
have, all ajong, observed [a wise and tempe¬ 
rate policy (not excepting their league with 
Russia and Sweden in IQOl) ; they have 
maintained a firm and undeviating indepenr 
.dence; neither influenced by intrigues nor 
intimidated by threats (not excepting the 
plea which they made of the threats of Rus- ‘ 
sia for entering hito the coalition of J801) ; 
they were, indeed, naturally devoted to 
our interests.” These are falsehoods so no¬ 
torious, tliat one is surprised bow you could 
have expected them to pass for truths 
amongst any portion of even the lea^t in-, 
forrara of the people of *England. Tins 
Danes themselves acknowledged, nay, they 
pleaded in justification of their ccoduct^in 
1 SOI , when they joined in a coalition t» 
compel England to give up the exercise of 
the right of search, that they were unable to 
resist the commands of Russia ; and they 
kave since acknowledged, that they withdrew 
their troop& from the frontiers of Holstein 
upon the threats of France; and, with these 
facts, so well proved, so completely uflfle- 
nied, you cooly assert, that they have unde- 
viatingly preserved a dignified independence, 
unmoved alike by blandishments and by 
threats. With a like adherence to truth yob 
proceed through a detail of the several cir¬ 
cumstances of the exji^dition, the merits of 
which having been so amply discussed al¬ 
ready, shall tiow' be passed over. But, there 
is one passage in this part of your pamphlet^ 
which deserves particular attention. In speak¬ 
ing of the doctrines, which have been held, 
upon this occasion, you tell your readers, 
that a reverend divine has lately asserted, 
from the pnlpit, in the face of a learned uni¬ 
versity, that the nations of the earth have, 
no laws in common, and that, where 
there is no law, there can be no transgres¬ 
sion. That they are to be considerjed as 
so many wild beasts, and that the strong- 
est, when it has the power, has also the 
right* to destroy the weakest." Now, 
Sir, my firm belief is, that this is a falshood 
of your own inventing; and, if there Were 
no other reason for this my opinion, the false 
statements which I have already noticed, in 
other parts of your pamphlet, would bi»|uf* 
ficient; but, why did you not name this re¬ 
verend divine ? Or, if that would have oeen 
to show a bad taste, why not point but the ' 
particular occasion ? Why lea.^e the designa¬ 
tion so very bald, if not for the obvious pur¬ 
pose of avoiding detection ? That some such 
words nay have been made use of) hy way of 
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Olastration^ and elcplained hj the context, is 
possiM^ but, that any gentleman of the 
urtiversu^has declared, from the pulpit, 
that the n^touis of the earth 3 i'e,to be consi¬ 
dered as so mahf wild beasts, and that the 
strongest, when it has the poVef, has also the 
tighi to destroy the weakest, is what I do 
. -not believe, and what, I am convinced, will 
hot be believed by any oiie of yourreadersi 
whose ignorance, or whose sectarian preju¬ 
dice and bitterness, do not disqualify him for 
the forming an impartial judgment in the 
Case. Of me, you say thSt I have dared to 
insult the common feelings and the common 
Sense of mankind, by “ asserting tha.i'might 
constitutes right." This, in the naked 
* waybill which you state the assertion^is ano- 
tiler foUhoed. I asserted, and still assert, 
tlat there is no law, to which nations im¬ 
plicitly bow; that there is no rule by which 
they are bound j that there is no common 
tribunal amongst .them j that there is no 
where any judge to decide between them 
and no where any power to enforce obedience 
to*any decision; and that, therefore, it il,_ 
after all, amongst nations, mighPwhich con-‘ 
stit^tes right,, and must constitute right in 
all cases, where the sword is the judge. But,' 
is this a general and sweeping assertion, that 
** might constitutes right?" And is it moral 
right that is here spoken of? You must cer¬ 
tainly know better. I use -the word right, 
in the sense, ih which you use it, when you 
tell your readers, tjfa^ Hanover was ceded to 
Prussia by France, “ who possessed it by the 
" right of conquest." That is to say, by the 
right of force) that Is to say hy might; and, 
when you are speaking of the rights of 
France, dear harmless France, you seem to 
have no objection to the application of this 
doctrine, though it would, perhaps, be very 
bard to imagine any case, wherein right has 
•been more completely founded upon mere 
might than iu that of Hanover. But you 
proceed to complain of me for saying, that, 
wkh the niarilime power, which this 
country now pos-sessan, not a ship belong¬ 
ing to any other nation should be suffered 
to pass the seas, but upon conclitibns pre¬ 
scribed by us." You are. Sir, without 
exception, the most flagrant raisquoter, the 
most bar^aced garbler, that ever appeared 
in print. Just as if 1 had founded the firo- 
poai'of exercising this rigour at sea upon 
the sole circumstance of our having the pow¬ 
er to exercise it. Just as if I had said: 

" Now, my boys, it luckily happens, that 
" we are able to oppress and insult ail the 
*' world, therefore, let os do it," But, my 
readers will remember, jbat, in the first 
place, I claimed for my country no rights 


Upon the seas, which had not been daimed 
by her" in the best times of hey history j' and# 
that, in the next ^lace, 1 stated the exercis* 
of a rigorous miVitime sovereignty of the 
seas to be necessary to our defence, as long 
as Napoleon- should insist upon an absolute 
controul over all the sea-ports and naval ars»> 
nals of the continent of Europe; and added, 
that, in proportion as he was disposed to let 
gohisholdof those sea-portsiaqd arsenals, 
in proportion as he was disposed to grant the 
former freedom to the land, we ought to be 
disposed to relax in the exercise bf our sove¬ 
reignty upon the waters. • Was this a recom« 
mendation to our government to shut up 
the channels of the sea, against all other na¬ 
tions, m&rely because we were able to do it ? 
Equally gross is your misconstruction of the 
meaning of that passage, in the king’s deda- 
ration against Russia, wherein he says, that 
•' if was time that the effects of that dread, 
" which France has inspired into the na- 
tions of the world, should be counteract- 
*' ed by an exertion of the power of Great 
“ Britain." ” 7'kus," say you, “ after 
“ having out accusations against the 

“ policy of Buonaparte, we are, at length, 
become converts to it, and confess it to 
be right." Is there. Sir, in the declsffa- 
tion, which you have quoted, any such con¬ 
fession ? On the contrary, is not the merci* 
less policy of Buonaparte complained of, in 
that declaration ? The meaning of the wprds 
quoted is (hi.s; “ that Fr^anee heaving, by (he 
dread which she has inspired, caused na- 
" tioii after nation u> become the enemies 
‘\of England, w hose lenity towards sqdi 
** nations had vmly tendcyl to induce others 
“ to folItfW their example in yielding to 
“ France without resistance, it was time to 
pul a slop to this, it was time to counter- 
‘J act the effects of a dread of France, 

" showing to such nations that they had 
“ something to dread from the exertion of 
** the power of England.” And this you 
call a confe.ssion that the tyranny of Buona¬ 
parte WHS right.'* My neighbour, who is my 
enemy, has, by divejs acts of severity, in¬ 
spired sucli a dread amongst the cottagers of, 
the manor, that they are induced, one after 
another, to rssi.st him in his projects fer my 
total ruin, I perceive, and say, lhat his con¬ 
duct towards them is unjust, and wicked to 
the last* degree; and I myself^ though I 
have the power, refrain from using it against 
themMil) at last, their, accumulated ho.s^- 
lity threatens even my existence. There is 
one, W'ho lives just close by me, who has 
more power to injure me than any of the 
dthers, who has, upon every advantageous 
occasion, shown a hostile dispositioig towards 
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me, who has very, recently apolt^ized for his 
hostility by alledging that he was unable,to 
resist the commands of a neighbour less 
strong than my chief enemy (and who is 
now leagued with my chief enemy) j to 
this cottager, now* quite exposed to* the 
power of my chief enemy, wlio having 
IoD|;set all law at defiance, openly threatens 
that he will make him use his axes and bill¬ 
hooks and scythes for my destruction } to 
this cottagcrl go, and demand the surrend¬ 
er of these instruments of mischief, ac- 
co'mpanied.with a promise to return them 
to him, as soon as I have settled matters 
■W'ith my principal enemy. He refuses ; 
talks of his independence, which he has 
before shown to be nothing) talks of the 
law, which he knows to be a dead letter. 
Well, say I, if you will not surrender with¬ 
out force, I must and will force you, lor 
my very existence depends upon these your 
arms being kept out of the power of my 
great enemy. I lament the necessity, but 
this I must do, or I perish. Now, is this 
to follow “ tlie exampls of my enemy ?” 
Is this to confess that his conduct towards 
the other cottagers “ was ?” We are 
now, you say, “ apostates to the cause of 
^virtue, independence, and integrity, 
which we pretend to have so long sup- 
■** ported, and openly acknowledge, that 
" it cannot contend with that of iniquity 
and oppression." If a man attack me 
with a knife, and I, for the purpose of 
preventing him frotn destroying me, have 
recourse to my knife also, 1 thereby certaiii- 
ly acknowledge, that my naked hands are 
unable to contend with a kn^fe) but, am'I, 
for that, to be c311ed an aposti^e to the 
principles of fair boxing ? I'he diiierence 
between us is, that be, by choice, resorts 
to bis knife, and I to mine from necessity j 
be for the purpose of destroying me, and I 
for the purpose of preserving myself You 
have here the argument of my lord of 
Clackmannan (whose son is onr Envoy in 
Aitlerica), that is to say, th^ we began the 
war with revolutionary France uppn the 
ground of her having set the law of nations 
At defiance, and that, therefore, we should, 
hy no means, have acted in violation of 
.those laws. ' But, Sir, irr the coarse of this 
war, we have seen the several nations of the 
continent quietly submit to this violetion of 
law on the part of France) we upheld what 
was called the law, as long as We found any 
D.^tion willing to uphold it too ; but, when 
We saw; them all submit to its violation by 
pur enemjr, and .ewut-ioin their ferces to ' 
that enemy against us, or, at least, refuse, 
to join 'US agaioit that enemys^ or even to | 


remonstrate against hislaggrcssipns, were 
we still to adhere to the law ’ Whenyve saw 
him respect no law, either of ngsKrality or 
of war ; when we saw almost ^exy nation 
in Europe^, ahd the American States too, 
bow to hiso will ) wlien all that had been 
called public law was, in*fact, at an endi 
were we jdohe to be Bound by it, ntferely 
.because we began the war for its support ? 
If a general be ordered to quell a rebellion, 
is he to be bound down to the letter of the 
settled law of tife land, while his opponent 
sets it at defiaiv^^e ? But, as if you were 
afraid of leaving it to be supposed, that you 
attributed criminality to Napoleon, you 
listen to let ns know (or, lather,. perhaps, 
to let him know), that, though you jiave, 
for a' moment, supposed " iniquity” ns 
him, ill order to impute iniquity to us in 
following his “ example," you y^jorselt *are 
by no means satisfied, that he has ever done 
any thing wrong, with regard to neutral 
nations. The passage I allude lo is curious ; 
“ Conquerors, in open M’ar, liave, indeed, 
been cruel and mi.sparing to their ene¬ 
mies ) governments •which have displayed 
an open hostility to more powerful states, 
or which, after repeated rcnioustrantes, 
have persevered in vuiintaining alliances 
supposed to he injurious to a belligerent 
and sucvessj'ul power have been changed, 

or extinguished} but.and, then 

follow.s your assertion that the affair of Co¬ 
penhagen is infinitely jvorse than any thing 
of this sort. That you allude here to Buo¬ 
naparte and his remonstrances there can be 
no doubt, and that, by the “.persevering” go¬ 
vernment you mean particularly that of Por¬ 
tugal there can be as little doubt. Nut a 
word of disapprobation escapes you. You 
do not justify Buonaparte in bis seizure 
upon Portugal and his extinguishing of the 
government, merely because that govern¬ 
ment would not obey his orders in confis¬ 
cating English properly ; in words you do 
not justify this act,) but, your tone, and 
manner are ju.siificiyory. You wanted the 
courage to say, that which your unnatural 
partiaiit}% could not refrain from insinuating. 
He made “ repeated remonstrances" did 
he, Sir, against the alliance between Portu¬ 
gal and England ? What “ alliauceV waa 
tbers>? None. A treaty of peace and 
commerce, but no treaty of alliance 
ever. Nay, the Portuguese were willing to 
shut their ports against English ships. This 
even was not enough ) and the government 
was extinguished, the country seized 

upon, because the government would 
not consent to commit an act of fraud 
upon England, This you utm " ptrseve* 
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** ring; after repAued reriionitrmces, in aUi- 
''anceo^pposedto be injuriona to a beilige- 
** rent ani^uccessfal power.’* Well, but, 
there waajim^he same sort of “ ayiance" ex¬ 
isting between Danmark and France as be¬ 
tween Portugal and England! We remon¬ 
strated with^Penftiark repeatedly, as will be 
seen by a reference to tlie dispnbches; but, 
we cQuld not prevail on her to break with* 
Friflice. At last we see her completely at 
the mercy of France and onr new enemy 
Eussia. And what do we ask her to do ? 
Not to confiscate French ind Russian pro¬ 
perty j not to give us a farthing; but to 
place in our bands, until the end of the war, 
that fleet; which, as she had before assert- 
' she was obliged to employ against us, 
^wnen Eussia alone commanded her so to do. 
*Sjje refuses, and we seize the fleet, making 
w'ar upon her for the purpose. But, we at¬ 
tempt not to change or to extinguish the 
goremment, a> France did in the case of 
Portugal, though, in this case, we might 
take tn ourselves the title of " conqueror" 
and “ .successful belligerent" wMth full {1^ 
much propriety as you liave afplied those 
titles to Napoleon. Add to this, that we 
are uotoriouhly in a state of great peril from 
the cuinbiuation formed against us, and that 
France is in no peiil at all; (hat we act from 
necessity aud she from choice; that we 
seek for sately, ami that she openly declares 
her intention to destroy us. Yet, you say 
nut one word itv disapprobation of her 
seizure upon Portugal, you allude to that 
act in .a tone apologetic; while you ransack 
your [wietical-vocabulaiy for terms of re¬ 
proach wherewith to describe our seizure of 
the Danish fleet. After this, nothing that 
comes from your pen, need surprize us, and 
wc naturally look for passages such as the 
following. “ That, if Denmark w'as weak, 
we should have supported her," But, 
she would not let us support her. Read the 
dispatch of J,ord Howick, and you will And, 
that she V'ould, upon np account, suffer us 
to send to her assistanoe, which we repeat¬ 
edly oftered to do. Thus we should, at the 
same moment, have converted aT neutral 
" into an ally, and raised that ally to itnpor- 
tance, a part of the policy of Bnona- 
** parts, which it would lie much belter for 
** this country to hai-e imitated, tbafi to 
4iave contended with him in that course of 
conduct, by which he is statvd to have 
inspired so much dread into the nations 
of the world.’* Why do you say he is 
stated ?" is it not so, my good attorney ? 
Or, are yon afraid, that lie will take the 
law of you ? I observe, that, all through 
^ur pamphlet, wbt;t) yovt have to s^eaK of 
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his acts. of violence, you always put the 
assertion into the mouth of somebody else.. 
He is accused" of so and so; it** ispre- 

*f tended" that has done this.and that j 
** we impute" such and such motives to 
him"; “ the supposed" views and conduct 
of Buonaparte. But, from the beginaing 
to the end, not one bad act or bad motive 
do you impute to him. Leaving you, how¬ 
ever, to hug yourself in the imaginary safe¬ 
ty which conduct like this will provide for 
you, in case the worst should happen, let 
me ask you. Sir, wliere you have been able 
to discover those neutrals, whom, *• by 'sup* 
porting them," Buonaparte has “ converted 
** into allies ?" And where have you found 
out those allies, so converted, whom he has 
“ raised to importance ?" Have you found 
them in Holland, in Prussia, at Hamburgh, 
in Switzerland, at Genoa, at Naples, in 
Portugal, in Spain ? Good God! What 
an impudent assertion, and that, too, 
from a person, who quotes Scripture as 
glibly as a nietliodist preacher, and who, 
therefore, ought to have renjembered, that 
'* lying lips are an abomination to tho 
** I.oTd.’’ Austria you tell us, was so in¬ 
dignant at our proceedings against Den¬ 
mark, that “ she is said to have declared 
“ war against England.” This was very 
I unfortunately chosen as one of the conse- 
' quences of the expedition, seeing the fact 
is now notoriously false, though you mi^hc 
not be apprized of Jt. I'lie correspondence 
between Prince Si.ahreniberg and Mr. Can.* 
ning fully proves, tiMt the Emperor of Aus- 
trj^ (poor man !)> did not only not declaie 
war on account •of the finish expedition ; 
but that he has', since tliat event, been made 
the miserable instrumeiif, in the hand.s of 
France, to propose an opening of a neg(x:ia- 
(jon for peace between us and' the latter 
power, in order to save that power the mor¬ 
tification of having made the proposition 
itself. Our ministers treated that proposi¬ 
tion in the manner that it deserved. Tl\py 
did not«neak info a negociation under beg¬ 
garly pretences of ** attachment," either to 
Napoleon or Mr. TTalleyiand. They ex¬ 
pressed their readiness to treat, but they 
would corre.spond upon the subject with no 
one buttlie enemy* and despised the trick 
of an ii vented a.ssassln. You, however, 
are so fdnd of this invention, that, in wind¬ 
ing up your attack upon the Danish expe¬ 
dition, you once more bring the assassui 
on board, and that, too, in a manner, 
which i.s worthy of particular notice. Hav¬ 
ing spoken of the principle, upon which- 
fhe ministers, in their declhration, justified 
die Danish expedition, yon proce|d thus: 
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** The assertion of such a principle is the 
more unpardonable, in the Brftish minU- 
** try, as they had before them the recent 
eaatnple of one of Aeir predecessors, 
f* who, in rejecting.the proposition made to 
** him to assassinate the ruler of France,-has 
** placed this important subject in the most 
striking point of view. It was, indeed, 

V hut too apparent, from the observations 
to which this circumstance gave rise in 
the House of Commons, on the part of 
some of those who now direct the atfairs 

V of this country, that the conduct of Mr. 
t' Fox on that occasion was beyond their 

comprehension, and consequently not 
likely to be the object of theii imitation.” 
Why, no. The sham a-sassin had not suc¬ 
ceeded in imposing upon any person of com¬ 
mon sense, and, therefore, it was not like¬ 
ly that the trick would be imitated. But, 
you, Sir, who anticipate complaints against 
you upon the score of partiality towards 
France, because j'ou have used no harsh 
language towards her or her ruler; you, 
■who beg to be excused from joining ip the 
abuse of Nfapoleon ; you, mild and modest 
gentleman, scruple not to accuse your poli¬ 
tical opponents of a disposition to employ 
assassins, if the occasion were to offer it- 
aelf, though those opponents are the persons 
to whose hands the’ affairs of the country 
have lfeen committed by the king, for whose 
person and autbority you profess so much 
fespect. It was but too apparent, that 
*• they would not have imitated Mr. Fox.” 
That is to say, that it was but too apparent, 
that they would have aepepted of, and re¬ 
warded, the services of the pssassin. NoW, 
^hat were the ciArumstances that made this 
fo very .apparent ? Why, Mr. Perceval 
blamed the word ** attachment,” which 
Mr. Fox made use of in his letter to Talley¬ 
rand. That was all that was said about the 
assassin part of the correspondence; and,‘as 
no onq, whose heart is not made of the 
very basest materials, can, in my opinion, 
fnlertain any sincere attacdiment” towards 
Talleyrand, I must, of course, believe that 
Mr. Fox was notsincet’e in his use of the 
yord; and, so believing, I also blame him 
for using the word. 1 am not speaking of 
personaT aBection. That was out of the 
question between Mr. Fox and Talleyrand. 
It must, if existing at all, have been aa attach- 
_ mentfrom aatmilarity of thinking; an at- 
' tachment founded upon Talleyrand's charac- 
^or conduclj andj^ if'Hr. Fox did enter¬ 
tain such attachment, 1 am sure he was un¬ 
fit to be entrusted with the confidence of 
either the king or the people of England* 
Aod ^et;, according to yqu, lyir. Perceval’s 
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hairing expressed his disaj^robatlon of tbie 
phrase is to be considered as a proof, ihat bo 
.and his colleagues would, if tl^a«<'6ccask)n 
were to offer, hire an assassin^ fo take the 
life of the Eniperor of Ffance. Here you 
are excessively bold ; here there is no marks 
of the meek, unoffending philanthropist. 
You are tigiid and tender hearted only to» 
wards Napoleon and his aljies. 
king of Prussia you abuse without mercy; 
the Prince Regent of Portugal you repre¬ 
sent as " persevering” in his attachments 
hostile to FrancCf •* in spite of all remon- 
strances,;” thp editors of the English 
press you call “ interested and upprincipled 
“ individuals;” and the ministers you clear* 
ly accuse of a disposition to qmploy assassins 
to take-off their enemies. It is not, thdii, 
your want of the faculty of abuse ; it is 
nothing of mildness and moderaaon'in ydtir 
nature that disqualified you for joining in 
" recrimination against tlie French people 
and their ruler;” bat, the cause is to bs 
sought for ip your partiality for that people 
atidfheir ruler, of which, indeed, you ap¬ 
pear to h«i'e been consciou.s, when yoq 
were protesting, by anticipation, against 
such a charge. And, Sir, if it be glaringly, 
inconsistent " in those who have been uni- 
“ formly hostile to the cause of rational li- 
" berty, and the constitutional rights of the 
** subject in this country, now to abuse the 
despotism of France," is it not equally 
inconsistent ip you, w^o have been so loud 
in your professions in favour of liberty here, 
and who, with such unbounded joy, hailed 
the dawn of liberty in France, now to dis¬ 
cover so decided a partiality for the despotism 
established there i You do not say, indeed, 
that you love that despotism ; but it is quite 
impossible that you can have any great aver¬ 
sion to it, otherwise you could not discover 
such cautious tenderness towards the person, 
who is known to be its founder. Not only 
do you discover a tenderness towards him j 
hut you miss no opportunity of bestowing 
your praises on hiiq; and, though all that 
you have said of him were true, instead ©f 
being, ibr the most part, false; or, sup¬ 
posing ypvi iO think it true, still, had you 
been a hater of despotism,-at the bottom of 
your heaft, you would have been more 
sparing of those praises. We are often 
struck with admiration at tfie bravery ^d 
hardihood of highwaymen. There were 
. few persons who were not so stricken, up¬ 
on reading the account'of the man lately 
killed in the woods in Sossbx, who had 
, lived in those wixids, in the dead of winfer* 
many days and nights with scarcely any co* 
v^riog u^a any part of his bt^yi whoj 
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\trhen 'hard pnrsiled, and, at last, closely 
beset a troop of hor^men, sunk him¬ 
self undt^tlie water, all bat bis bead and 
one hand, th^reroainiog, fof several hours, 
keeping bis tire-a^pis ready to'difeharge «p- 
. on* his pursuers, and who^^ when finally 
overpowered by«numbers, rejected the offer 
to spare his life, and waskill^ it^the act of 
defeiyling himself to the very last extremity^ 
There were few persons who could read this 
' account without feelings of adniiration; 
but, I will venture to say, that, in the 
thousands of conversations^ to which it gave 
rise, there was not one, wherein j:letestation 
of the robber and the murderer was not al¬ 
most the- only feeling that was expressed. 

- Yqjj, howeverj^ a philantliropist by tnidfe, 
<BKn to be of a different taste, "i^ou are 
** lavish in your praises of the valour, the skill, 
affd the wisdom of Napoleon; upon all 
these topics you speak for yourself i but, 
when you have to speak of any of his mis¬ 
deeds, though the fact be notorious, you 
take care to put the words into the mouth of 
somebody else} and, in all cases, where it is 
possible to make an 01d-Bailey-4ike defence 
for him, that defence is made by you, with 
as much apparent earnestness and zeal, as 
if, at the several paragraphs of your pamph¬ 
let, you had received a refreshing fee, I 
do not mean to insinuate, tixityou have re- 
l»ived, or that you expect, any fee at all; 
but, I think, the public will agree with 
me, timt this conduct of yoUi’s is a pretty 
good proof, that you have no very deeply 
rooted hatred to despotism, and that all your 
cry about liberty must be regarded as mere¬ 
ly poetical. 

• I should here have proceeded to the con¬ 
cluding and most important subject treated 
of in your pamphlet, the mam object of 
which might be disnii^.ietl in a few pages ; 
but, there arc so many misrepresentations 
and falsehoods to expo, o, as 1 proceed, that 
another letter will be necessary for tire pnr- 
posa.——^In.tliemeao while, I remain, 
y/urs, &c, 

' Wm. COEXatTT. 
Botley, 23ilFel\ ISO-?. • 

Post Script. The following letter. Sir, 
it appears to me to be your duty to answer; 
for, again I beg you to believe, that this let¬ 
ter exprcs.ses the opinions of the public in 
general.-—*' Sir, in your last, you have some 
pertinent remarks, respecting the assa&sin 
who offered to Mr. Fox to put Buonaparte 
to death. On this point both Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Koscoe attacked you, as instiga¬ 
ting the assassination of Buonapart6, in 
saying, that, ** if you were a Frenehtiian, 
ygn wnidd. attack ifim by au@tls«i(. instm- 
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" ment th4n a pen.’’——The writer of this 
"•has heard, that a king's messenger, a 
" chief, or favourite, and well informed 
" person, did sayyisoon afterthe publication 
of the Negociation J*apers of Mr. Fox 
•' with FraiKUi for peace, about a year ago, 

" that no’one ever could discover, that there 
was any such person as the one described 
" by Mr, Fox; that he, the messenger, had 
" inquired of all the oAer messengers, and 
" tliat they had made every inquiiy, but that 
no one could find that such a person had 
been in custody, and they w^re all per¬ 
suaded that no such person ever appeared 
before Mr. Fox. Neither at the Alien of¬ 
fice could any account be found of such st 
person. It would, indeed, have, been 
strange, if any such person had oiSered 
" himself to Mr. Fox, after the notoriety of 
" Mr. Fox’s abuse of those, whom he, by at 
strained construction, pretended had ex- 
" cited assassination.——Mr. Fox,'I am 
persuaded, fabricated the story, in ofder 
to commence a correspondence with th® ^ 
" French government for a negociation for 
" peace; and had he succeeded in making 
peace, and the fact been known, he wonldL 
have been praised for his ingenuity, as ho 
is now, by Mr. Roscoe, for his humani^r. 

In either case, the trick was to tell to his. 
advantage.——Mr. Fox was sworn Se¬ 
cretary of State, Feb. 7, 1806', and gazet¬ 
ted the 8lh. On the 20th, he wrote tho- 
letter to Talleyrand about the assasSin, 
saying " a few dayi ago” the assassin 
came, &c. See. Mr. Fox could not have- 
been a week in oftice'when the assassin 
addressed bipi; and it is singular, that 
during ilie half year l>fi afterwards lived, 
though his conduct to this assassin was n 
profound secret, no other assassin offered 
lii-s .services. But, pray look at the letter! 
The assassin came to his hoase, not to the 
'ojfice, and was.with Mr. Fo.x alone in hia 
closet, Ifc would not be in custody of a 
police officer, but a king’s messenger, ax 

it is ;pich the 4Jiea office employ.-Hbw 

far did Mr. Fox, by this step, reflect oa 
the general character of the English go¬ 
vernment ? And what becomes now, of 
Mr, Roscoe’s half dozen pages on Mr. 
Fox’s humanity and' morality ? I repeat ■. 
my belief. Sir, that the whole story was a 
ppr® fabrication; if it wps not so,.the 
contrary not only admits of proof, but of 
easy proof,, unattended with any circum- 
" stance that can possibly be injurious "to 
" 'any one upon earth, not,excepting the a»- 
" sassin himself, who', seeing that he was so 
(t very lucky in escaping^ from France to> 

" England and from the justicewhick he 



335] POUTXCAL BEGISTBR.- 

“ ought to have had dealt him hare, need, 
** surely, not be afraid of any comequenees 
which can result from the desirable and 
** dasired proof of his having been here. 
" Who took him..away? Where was he 
landed upon the continent ? Why such 
" squeamishness about keeping him here, 
” iSntil M. Talleyrand’s answer was receiv- 
*• ed ? “ Our laws did not permit us to keep 
him long in prison.” No They have 
permitted men to be kept a *good while, 
“ in prison, Mr, Cobbett, without any trial 
" or examination.——Were I to state all 
** the suspicious circumstances that present 
themselves to my mind, I should extend 
** this letter to a length that might be in- 
convenient to you, and that certainly 

*' wonld’be useless.-•! am. Sir, your 

friend, and No Sham PHiL-ANTHRoriST. 
« - Feb. 22, 1S08.” 

• 'SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Pboceedings in Parliament. - I, 
Orders in Council. II. Petition oj the 
Jllidd/esex Grand Jurif.—V [ton the Or¬ 
ders in Council discussions have taken place, 
in both Pluuses of Parliament ; and, of 
course, as these orders have been advised by 
the ins, the ovts discover that they arc very 
mischievous and wicked things. After vo¬ 
lumes have been spoken and written upon 
the subjext, there are very few persons, 
comparatively speaking, who seem to have a 
cleat idea of what these famous orders are, 
or, of the efl'cet winch they are intended to 
produce. In spite, therefore, of the stulti¬ 
fying elfects of the many speeches which I 
have read, relative to thesq orders, I wfil 
endeavour to comrftunicate to the Reader my 
ideas respecting them j which 1 shall d->, 
however, with great diffidence, being far 
from certain, that my ignorance of the mat¬ 
ter is not equal to that of almost any one of 
the orators whose speeches I have read. 
Here, then, at a venture. Ihe Emperor 
of France having, by his several tlecrees, ob- 
stritbted, as much as lay in this powpr, all 
commerce witli England, carried on by neu¬ 
tral ships, and having, by one particular de¬ 
cree, declared thi? whole kingdom in a state 
of blockade, and ^ordered his cruizers, of 
coarse, to seize, as lawful prize, neutral 
vessels, bound to or from any port of this 
kingdom i having, in shprt, declaredcto the 
neurrais, that he should consider the slight¬ 
est mark of their having bad, or being about 
to b.ive, communication with England, as a 
proof of their ships and cargoes meriting 
eqntiscaiion, the late ministers intimated to , 
the neutrals (thire being only, pcnin.srk, ,1 
Portugal, and the Amciican States), that, ! 
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if they submitted to tfiese- mandates of 
France, England, in exercising heinjndoubt- 
ed right of retaliation, woald^jgf course, 
seize and confiscate all neutraLsSips and car¬ 
goes, bouifd fo or from apy irort of France, 
or under tb« known controul of France,' or 
in a country allied with Frtnce^in the war. 
The neutrals do submit; for, neither of 
.them make any public remonstrance, or pro¬ 
test, against the decrees of France. There 
are instances cited, in which the decrees 
were acted upon*j but that is of no conse¬ 
quence ; for, ifvthe decrees bad their in¬ 
tended e^ct, namely, that of putting an 
end to all communication between Eng¬ 
land and neutral states, there would,« of 
course, no captures ensue ) jnd, if thqjq did 
not produce that effect to the desired extelfii, 
they would naturally produce it in some de¬ 
gree. Less communication with neutfhis 
would exist in consequence of them ; some 
ships w'ould be prevented from coming to 
England, and all would come charged with 
an additional weight of insurance. Thus 
rs.atters stood until November last, when 
the present (Ministers caused the Orders in 
Council to be issued, which orders contain a 
set of mles intended to prevent France, all 
her allies, and ail the countries under the 
know-n controul of Fi ance, from having any 
communication with neutrals, except through 
the channel of the custom house of Eng¬ 
land, where the goods of the neutral, in¬ 
tended for those countrips, are to pay a duty, 
which duty, finally paid by the enemy, will 
go into the English treasury. There are nu¬ 
merous rules contained in- the Orders in 
Conncil •, but this one will suffice for out, 
purpose, because the atguments, on both 
sides, which apply to this, will, with some 
insignificant variations, apply to all the rest. 

- — There are two objections, which the 
GUI'S make to this rule} the first is, (hat it 
is contrary to the law of nations; a very 
vague charge, and one that cannot be sub¬ 
stantiated, even if we were to admit the book 
of a Frenchman, wlVse name was Vattel, 
and which contains merely the opinions of 
(he said Vattel, to be the book of the law. 
binding upon i^gland; for, neither in (hat 
book, nor in any other book upon the sub¬ 
ject, is there any instance of a case-such aa 
tluit now before ua. The better way of 
stating the objection is, therefore, to say il^t 
the rule which we have laid down is unjust. 
Tins, indeed, the outs do say. They say.' 
we have no right to punish America, for in¬ 
stance, because France has ^oken through 
all the rules relating to neutrality. Very (rue ; 
nor do jye intend to punish America} we' 
intcud to puDisli France ^ and, if Americt^ 
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saiFer, it is neithel our fa^t nor our wish. 
The detrees of Napoleon a'ro Intendecl to in¬ 
jure.us, 'IBiiat i* vety fair, .and we have 
a right to rdijatiate. But, the decrees of 
France relate no .America j ’thliy make 
America an instrument in producing the 
injury to us j therefore, we have a right 
to make America our instrument in pro¬ 
ducing injury to France. Let France 
repeal her decrees, and America ceases to 
‘sulFcr. As matters stood, previous to the 
Orders in Council, a ship-lftad of tobacco 
came from America to Engl»d with all the 
additional price, which arose fron^ the high 
insurance, occasioned by the danger of cap¬ 
ture in consequence of the Ficiich decrees ; 
whilft-jinother sh^p-load of tobacco went to 
I'tince, free from such high price, because 
"{here was no danger of capture from ns. 
'W?s this just ? To sutFer things to remain in 
such a state would have been a most base 
desertion of our naval sitperionty. But, say , 
the OUTS, the Americans did remonstrate ] 
against the French decree, and obtained an | 
assurance, that it should not be enforced* 
with regard to them. Tliis is n^t the fact. 
No such assurance is contained in the note 
of the French minister to the American mi¬ 
nister. upon this subject; and, if such an 
assurance had so been given, we had nothing 
to do with it. The decree contained no ex¬ 
ceptions ; the decree remained unrepealed; 
and there was not, and is not, any public act 
of the government^ 0$ the American states, 
protesting against either the principle or the 
practice of that decree. Here, therefore, 
was a complete acquiescence, on the part of 
America and, I think, it evidently appears, 
that the correspondence between the Ame¬ 
rican and French minister was intended for 
no other purpose, than that of putting the 
former in possession of somelliin^ to shew to 
■ar, in order to induce us to forego our in- 
' tended and threatened retaliation. But, how 
the out faction can stand up, in the face of 
\the correspondence novi^ublisbed, and comr 
plain of the measures oVretaliation, must be 
matter of astonishment to every one not ac¬ 
customed to observe the conduct of political 
parties. At the outset of that correspon¬ 
dence (which, as having been laid before 
Parliament, will, of course, appear, in its 
place in the Parliamentary Debates), .Lord 
»H 4 pvick writes to Mr. Erskine thus : " I 
** ti;ansmit to you also the copy of another 
** Note presented by their lordships to the 
American commissioners, previously to 
** the signature of the treaty, on the subject 

V of the extraordinary declarations and or- 
ders of the French government, issued at 

V Berlin on the J»6sli of Noyember last. 
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** This note I must recommend to yoorpef* 
“ Ocular atVention j you will state to the 
** American governnient, that his majesty 
relies with conhdeoce on their good senae- 
** and frmuess in res^ting pretensions, 
" which, if suffered to take effect, must 
prove so destructive to the commerce of 
all'iieutral nations. His majesty has learit^ 
“ that the measures announced in the decree 
have already, in some instances, been car- 
ried into execution by the privateers of the 
enemy i and there could be no doubt tJutt 
his majesty would have an %ndisputeJL 
“ right to exercise a just retaliation, Neu- 
“ tral nations, cannot, indeed, expect that 
" the king should suffer the commerce of 
his enemies to be carried on . through 
them, whilst they submit to the prohiU- 
tion which France has decreed against the 
commerce of his majesty’s subjects. But 
though the right of retaliation would un¬ 
questionably accrue to bis majesty, yet bis 
majesty is unwilling, except in the last 
extremity, to have recourse to measures 
which must prove so distressing to all na¬ 
tions not engaged in the war against 
France.’’—-—Has America resisted the 
pretensions of the decree ? It is notorious 
that she has not; and, it is equally notorious^ 
that the pre.sident, in his last speech to the 
Congress, says that he has nothing to com- 
jrlain of in the conduct of France, though the 
French decree, observe, remained unre- 
pealed, and unmodified, I'he consequertte 
is, then, that, according»to Lord Howick's 
own letter, we had a right to adopt the mea¬ 
sure of retaliation, especially as events had 
oedhrred, whiej;^ rendered such measure 
more and more necessary tfl our safety. And 
yet. Lord Howick and his patriotic colleagues 
are now blaming the measure, and that, too, 
ujpon tlie ground of its injustice towards 

America.-^I'he odier objection to this 

m^sure, is, that it is iwpo/i/ic,- that it is 
calculated to injure us, more than it is to in¬ 
jure France. I will not repeat the argu¬ 
ments that I liane already, more than onct, 
made use of to prove the contrary of this 
proposition; but, I think, the negative of it 
might be pretty safely inferred from what 
Lord Henry Petty has said Ih support of tho 
affirmative. He iS reported to have told 
the House of Commons, that the arts of 
substitution,” to which the French would 
have recourse, would be lasting injuries to 
this country and to her colonies. Why, 
now, if, by these arts, the French .sbouhl 
find out chemical sugar and coffee and cot¬ 
ton, what harm would tliat do as ? None 
that 1. can see ; but, while, the discovery is' 
going on, the inconveniences of France must 
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be very great indeed, while the Orders in ed to exist; namely, tlwt the late ministers 

Council must go near to the producing of went a considerable way in giving* up to 

stai-vation in Spain and Portugal. Holland America the. great point of ^iie right of 

also must aufhir severely* Hamburgh, Den. searching for seamen. It is^ar thift Lords 

mark, Russia ; all must endure, not only iii- Holland dnd'Auckland djd pledge themselves 

convenience, bur snflering ; and the two fold to do somethiitg mor^ than enforce the strict^ 

consequence of I hat suJiering will naturally be, est possible orders for regalating the manner 

a l)erfect conviction of tlie great power of of searclyng. Now, wJiat was that some- 

England, and a hatred of France whose am- thing more ? They are hard pushed by Mr. 

bition exposes them to the effects of the ex- Canning, to explain what they meant; and,, 

ercise of (that power. But, his lordship ap- it must be confessed, that they give an an- 

prehends, that we are in greater danger from swer far from satisfectory; and, in short, it 

a'glut thaq France is from a scarcity. He is evident, thatf rather than have gone ta 

is afraid that we sliall die smothered w’ith war wiih^ America, they would have aban- 

■weecs} or, if we survive the effect of the doued the right altogether. For this, if for no ^ 

sweets, that a superabundance of cloathing other reason, it was a fortunate circumstance 

will kill us. The fact is, however, that we for the country that they, were disqmsed^ 

hear a general outcry raised in France, and Wlied one of them tells us, that it wouK 'oo 

in all the countries under her confroul, a misfortune to see America at war witlv 


against these Ordeis in Council; w'c bear 
an out-cry in America also j but we hear 
none in England, except amongst persons like 
the Barings and amongst the opposition, 
both animated by motives purely selfish. 

- - The bill for giving effect to the Orders 

in Council has been carried by a very great 
majority in the Houses of parliament, and 
is certainly approved of by a still greater 
majority out of doors. The measure is 
looked upon as an act of defiance of all the 
world; as an assertion of our right of mari¬ 
time dominion. The enemy, encouraged by 
our long forbearance, issues, in the heyday 
of*^triumph and from a capital which he has 
conquered, a decree declaring England iu a 
state of blockade. As if he had said : 
* Now, that I have conquered the continent, 
‘ I will set seriously about ^ ray last lalvtUr, 
' and will begirf by ordering tfce inlanders 
‘ to be closely shut up, until f have leisure 
to invade them.” Our answer to this is, 
an Order in Council, making him pay a duty 
into the English treasury upon eveiy article 
of foreign goods that he receives ; and rtiis 
we enforce. “ I will suffer nothing,” says 
he, " to come to the coiuinent from or 
thtough England." To which we gnswer: 

the cuBtiuent shall have nothing- that does 
not go from or through England." Why, the 
veiy effect of such words, if adhered to, out¬ 
weighs, in the scalh of national consequence, 
all the commerce of all the Barings on earth, 
^rd Henry Petty, however, thinks nothing 
of this. Nay, he thinks, that it would be bad 
policy ta ioduce America to declare war 
against France; because it would diminish 
the sale of our manufactures. A fine 
statesman it must be, who has a mind of 
this stamp 1 —.- .. T he publication of the cor¬ 
respondence with America has brought ta 
light a ^t, which 1 have often said 1 belter- 


France, because, by that event, we shdbld 
lose the sale of certain manufactures, 
what are we to expect from them ? It is 
abundantly evident, that the politics of the 
little clan of Scotch writeis prevailed in the 
date cabinet; that the ministers were«lbe 
mere funi^ls, through which they blew ; 
and that all would have been peddling and 
patch-work. It was so long ago as Decem¬ 
ber, I 8 O 6 , that 1 took the alarm as to their 
intentions with regard to America; 1 en¬ 
deavoured to communicate that alarm to the 
public; and I Batter myself that my endea¬ 
vours were not without avail. I stated my 
reasons for fearing, tlr^t a good treaty would 
not come out of the hau^s of Lords Holland, 
and Auckland i that my fears were well, 
founded the proof is now-before the world. 
Well might the President refuse to ratify the- 
treaty, not finding it to contain all that he 
demanded: He sent it back, too, like a set 
of articles of capitulation, underwritten* 
here and there: “ this I agree to; this 1 
reject; this I agree to, provided so and «o.’; 
Wliat an insolent proceeding! Yet, if the. 
late ministers had been in place, when this 
disfigured instrument came back, my. firm,- 
belief is, that theyqvould have resumed the. 
negociation upon the former ba.sis, and 
would, like the commanders of a town, sum¬ 
moned to sunender and reduced to its last 
dead horse, have put their bands to the hu¬ 
miliating conditions imposed. The right of 
sear^jing for English seamen on board. 
American ships ought never, for one 90 - 
roent, to have been entertained, as a point 
for discussion. Not only was it so entertain¬ 
ed by the late ministers} but it was expressly 
left open for future discussion, 'and a note of 
tbatpurportaccompaRier^tbetreaty. Wbatwat 
this but to acknowledge that there were enter¬ 
tained by ovurowo gorwnmeot doabtiie 8 pect<i( 
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ing the existence o9 the right?' Upon the 
same psipciple, that commerce ought to be 
prefewed to every thing else, they would, jn 
all likelihood, ^ye acted after the peace of 
Tilsit; and, twn,, instead of throwing 
l^Iapdeon and his vassal states •intp conster¬ 
nation, as we nqw have, we should have 
been tdtalljr occupied in sending negpciations 
to PariSj and in looking out for the enemy's 
flotilla.——II. A Petition from a late 
Grand Jury, of the county of Middlesex, 
complaining of certain enormities in the 
managem'ent of the CoId-Batb'Fields prison, 
was, a few days past, brought before p.sr- 
lliamcnt by Mr. Sheridan (who, while in 
office, said *not a word about abuses of any 
sert)^but, it w^ withdrawn, at the sug- 
gcIWm of the ministers, because it pui^ort* 
c3 to be the petition of a grand jury who 
weft no longer a grand jury. 'J'he object of 
this was, oi course, to obtain delay, and to 
take from the petition part, at least, of 
its consequence. It was presented the next 
day, signed by the foreman of the grand 
juryj in his private capacity ; so that, it is 
now the petition of one individii:i}, instead 
of being that of the Grand Inquest of a 
County. The substance of the petition 
^as been given in the news-papers 5 but, I 
do not choose to offer any remarks upon it, 
until I can lay it before my readers at full 
lehgth. It is truly curious to observe how 
indifferent and cold the opposition appear 
to have been upon thi% subject. No anima¬ 
tion j none of that eagerness whicli they 
discover in pleading the cause of the “ poor, 

“ harmless, suflering D.mes.’* The prison¬ 
ers in Cold-Bath-Fields prispn are (heir 
countrymen, and are entitled to their pro¬ 
tection ; but, then, there wa.s, in all pro¬ 
bability, nothing to be gotten ; no debating 
triumph to be obtained, in this case; and, 
there was, on the other side, the fearful 
consideration of what might happen in the 
way of indirectly giving credit to the form- 
exertions of Sir Francis Burdett. The 
petition,-however, ncitj^r party, nor both 
together, can stifle. It mu!>t appear in 
print; and it is one of the things) which 
will, in the end, produce those effects, 
which every good man so anxiously wishes 
for. Along with the petition sliould appear 
fhe names oj all the persons, who signed 
first petition; for the public will very 
welkknow how to decide upoq the question 
pf “ informality.” 

Botley, 25th February, 1808. 


jXVTUES. 

Sir,—>»-W heo a periodical work, Ji^e 
yoorsi has forced kseif into aptice, and is 


l808.^Tythes. [34* 

become, by itsbwii intrinsic merit,' the ob-* 
jectnf gwerhl attention and perusal, it im-, 
poseS'On its author a sort of necessity to pre¬ 
serve the character st has acquiied, by ad¬ 
mitting into its pages sucb^coulribulions on¬ 
ly, as have some merit at least to recom- 
mencT them. The first requisite for good 
writing is good sense, and sound argument. 
,An ingredient, almo.st as necessary, is good 
grammar. And although, where the former 
obtain, a few small errors in the latter tiiay 
bp easily overlooked; yet when the language 
made use of is as barbarous and ui^gramraa- 
tical, as the facts are false, and the arguments 
inconclusive, you need not fear to incur the 
loss of your merited reputation for impartia¬ 
lity, by refusing to admit such compositions 
into your Register; and I am sure your read¬ 
ers in general would have tb.inked you, if 
you had spared them the trouble of labour¬ 
ing through the sapient reflexions of youc 
.sagacious cono-spoadent, J. F. D. the tythe 
haler of Taunton. After having observed, 
that there is no busiiie-ssof a domestic na¬ 
ture likely to come before p.arliainent of an 
equal weight and importance than the sub¬ 
ject of tithes, as the abolition ot' /rliich is se¬ 
riously and devoutly prayed for, iec." he ve¬ 
ry sagaciously tells us, that nothing caij 
ameUorufe this most abontiitable impost but 
a total abolition. This appears to me a cu¬ 
rious way of mending a thing. And to 
mend the matter still more, he proposes an 
equally curious mode of abolition; viz. 
commutation. I always *thcught till now 
that Taunton had been in the South of Eng¬ 
land; but, 1 conclude that I have been uu- 
derbuiii.st?.kc. ini|! suspect that it i.s situate 
in of ItvI.md. f. F. D. then tells 

us that our churches are deserted, and our 
religion declines; because, what ? Because 
the farmer, who rents his laud is subject to 
tfie payment of tytbes; and \v\\o, therefore, 
pav% so tnucb less rent to Ins landlord as the 
tythe is worth, wants to cheat the person 
who is intitled to that tythe of his just dues. 
For (as,U. X. iivtbc next letter has truly 
said) the owner of tl>e tythe has as good a 
right to that tythe, a.s«the owner of the land 
has to his rent: the law, and prescription, 
which is a branch of the law, h.as given it to 
him. Is not this •the fact, Mr.Cobbelt? 
And if it be so, is this honest ? In gg cases 
out of JtX) of the disputes that occur between 
the owner and.tythe payer, is not the main 
cause of them to be found in the unjustifia¬ 
ble attempts on the part of the latter to beat 
down the other, and compel him to accept a 
very inferior and unequal price for his tythe? 
It is almost universally true, that when * 
^ewincpogibent appears in a parisb, a combi* 
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mtion of the farmers is immediately formed right scarcely Jess.obnoxfoas than the other) 
to barrass him into an acceptance of eticir or of any land owner to bis rents, ba»4Hini€d 

' own terois : a natural feeling of resentment down and persecuted for claiming theirown: 

against oppression frequently in^cs the tythe let not the right be loade^^itb an abuse 
owner to resist suc{^ attempts, and be resolves which belongs not to it: let us not remedy 
to take his tytlie in kind: this again irritates one evil by substituting a greater: and a'bova 
the fsrmers, who ** work him up” as the all, let us do as we would begone by, and 

pfirase is in the poor rates : and so the quar- render ueto every man his due. I dare say, 

rel continues with mutual aggravations; but, were I a farmer, I should rather not,let the 

as 1 said before, it generally originates in the parson’s team into my field : but considering, 
onjast and unmanly attack of the multitude duly that 9 tenths only of its produce be- 

^ainst the individual, in their base attempts longed to mysdf by the law of the land, ainl 

. to make unfair bargain with him in the that the remaining tenth by the law of the 

outset, whether he be a lay ifnproprictor, or land belonged to some one else (no matter 4 
a member of the church.-— J. F. D. then con- whom it not being mine) I do think without * 

ducends to let us into a very great secret, complimenting myself too highly', I should 

viz. that disputes at law of a very serious im- have |ionesty enough to offer him a 

g xt, frequently arise from frivolous causes, for it j if we happened to differ about tlwyL 

ut, sorely. Sir, wc do not want an oracle price, which if it were a fair one, wouldje- 
from Taunton to tell us that. We know ry rarely happen, I should propose 10 call 
very well that the feather of a partridge, or in an honest surveyor, who knew the value 

the scent of a hare has given rise to more li- of the thing, and wcflilcl do what is right be- 

tigatioii, than all the disputes about tythes tween man and man, and abide by his deci- 
that have been agitated since the days of sion. And where is the tythe owner, Mr. 
Archbishop Wincholsey, 500years ago. (No who would reject thisolfer? Or rather, 
bad argument this, by the bye, in favour of where is the farmer who is lionest and jnst 
a position of your own, Mr. C. that a pro- enough to make it?—1 protest. Sir, I have 
lx:nsUy to war, or to fight, which is wav, is a not seen or heard of any plan that appears 
^ssion natural to all the creation) -But to me so likely to reconcile the sliephei’d to 
what has this to do with the right to tythes ? his flock, and to cut up by the roots that pro- 

Does J. F. D. seriously think that if his lific source of parochial Cf'-nlention, the 

Bashaw tythemonger harboured a pique quarrels about tythes, as the api^ointmentun- 
' against his friend, he would not have con- der the authority of parliament by the nia- 
trhred to indulge it eveg if he had been no gistrates of each county, qf a competent per-, 
tythemonger ? A pack of fox bounds would son in each parish as a surveyor and assessor, 
have done the business as etfcctually. But wbo should be sworn to a due and impartial 
this is not an evil arising (jut of the tythes, discharge of his duty, and subject to a heavy 

but from the malevolent sjjirit of I fine for every breach of it, whose duty it 

defy J. F. D. ancfall the SolomoB^ oi Taun- .should be to assess and ascertain the value of 


ton Dean to contradict me in the assertion, 
that if my rich neighbour injures me, a poor 
cottager, by turning his trace horses into my 
little field of wheat, and trampling the corn 
which is to feed my family, or by leavftig 
c^en the gate of the next field, and giving 
access to other cattle, and thereby doing me 
cohsiderable damage, or b}* throwing down 
my fences and carrying oft' my corn before 
the tythe is set out, a jury of my Somerset¬ 
shire neighbours will teach him a belter les¬ 
son, and give nte ample redress for the in¬ 
jury and insult. And the greater the dis¬ 
tance in point of rank and fortune between 
me and my oppressor, the moie signal will 
be their visitation upon him for his injustice. 
This, Sir, is not naere theory : every circuit 
brings it into practice —Observe, Mr. Cob- 
belt, that I am not defending the policy of 
the present system of tytbing: but let not 
those whose rigbt.to tythes is as indisputable* 
as that o( a lord of a nnn.or to his fines (a 


every tythable article: for which he might 
be paid by a poundage or percentage to be 
limited by statute, and to be borne equally 
by both parties, who should be bound by the 
assessment so to be made. This plan I think 
at least as likely.to fill our churches, and re-« 
store unanimity, cerdiality, and brotherly*' 
love between all rauVs, as j. F. D.’s plan of 
amelioration by means of abolition, brought 
about by comn;ntatian. If you think these 
strictures worth your police, I am sure they 
will receive it. But if they should not find 
a place in your Register, 1 shall ncK quarrel 
with*yo.iir impartiality, being sure tb find ‘ 
your pages filled with ^tter matter, than dn''' 
ever flow from the pen of your constant 
reader and admirer.—S uom bojauis.—, 
17,1808 

F. S. From a passage or two in the Taun-; 
ton. Apollo’s letter, about a revolution and 
change of government, I am almost inclined 
to suspect that ifomething more if 
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than tioeets the ear, fltsd tl^at whilst he pre* 
tends te-quarrel merely with lythes in the 
ordinary acceptation of the word, he in tact, 
means to convBy a sly censure bn adminis¬ 
tration, who h^e pot only sanctioned, but 
adopted the principle - of tything m an unli¬ 
mited extent^ by taking from the subject a 
tenth of the whole produce of the country 
of evej^ denomination. O, ho! Mr. Sly¬ 
boots ! r 

OFFICIAL PAPlillS. 

Letter from Count Bemslotjf, Danish Mi¬ 
nister for Foreign jiffairs, to Baton JVet- 
tersledt. First Secretary of the Cabinet of 
his Swedish Majesty——Kiel, Oct. lytA, 

(Continued from page 310.) 

^ The loyalty of the sovereign, whose in¬ 
tention it is thus attempted to calninniafe, 
and the nature of the relations which subsist 
between Denmark .and Sweden, snlBcienlly 
prove the falsity of that insidious assertion. 
—But we shall feel great satisfaction to be 
authorised by Ifts Swedish Majesty himself,* 
to answer by a formal denial an insinuation 
more injurious to him, than it is to us. This, 
Sir, is tlic only motive which induces me to 
demand of you a frank and positive explana¬ 
tion on this subject.—I take leave to re¬ 
quest you will send it me by the bearer <if 
tins letter, hlr. de Holsten, Lieutenant of 
the Royal Navy.—I feel happy in having an 
opportunity of calling* me to your recollec¬ 
tion, and of ofTcringyou the assurance of my 
high consideration. 

Answer from Bvron Wetterstedt, Ministerof 
State, llehinbourgh, Or.t. 27, 1807- 
1 liad this afternoon the honour to re¬ 
ceive, through Lieutenant Holsten, the let¬ 
ter which your Excellency has addressed to 
me, dated the 17 th October.—As the. duties 
of my place do not allow me to dev iate from 
the regular mode ofofBcinl communication 
between the two courts, your Excellency 
will permit me to restrict myself entirely to 
acknowledge the rcceip/of your letter, and 
to express to you the happiness I feel in hav¬ 
ing the opportunity of renewing to ^ou the 
assurance of the high consideration 
which I have the honour to be, &c. 

Note addressed by the Minister of State, 
Count Bernstorjf, to Baron Taube, Chtirgd 
HAfaires of his Swedish Majesty. Kiel, 
Nw. 5, I 8 O 7 . 

The annexed copy will inform Baron 
Taube of the object of a communication, 
which tho Undersigned, Minister of State, 
thought it right to'address to Baron Wetter- 
First Secretary oi the Cabinet of his 


Swedi^ Majpsty. The latter having judged 
a ifiode of communication inadmissi&e, 
which, from the absence of the Swedish em¬ 
bassy, and the interAiption of direct corres¬ 
pondence with Stockholm, appeared to the 
undersign^ the only way, and, at the same 
time, the speediest and most autlientic mode 
of communication. It only remains to re- 
' quest Baron Taube will ba\^ the goodness 
to express to his court the wish contained in 
the note addicssed to the aforesaid fiaron.-— 
It is of material importance^ for the Daniih 
government to be enabled to refate, in an 
authentic manner, an invidious charge, clear¬ 
ly destined to compromise a sovereign, 
whose h y.iUy is above ail suspicion, to make 
him share in the odium, which attaches to a 
conduct equally atrocious and perfidious, and 
to produce a.misunderstanding between Swe¬ 
den and Denmark.-^I'he undersigned re¬ 

quests Baron laube to accept the assurance 
of his high consideration. 

Note addressed by Baion Taube to Count 

Bernstorff, iWuister of Sta^e. Kiel, No¬ 
vember 5, I 8 O 7 . 

. The undersigned Swedish Charge d*Af¬ 
faires lias just received the note, wiih which 
his Excellency Counl Bern!,torft',. has this 
day honoured him.—Ahhongh the events 
which have taken place, as well as (he season, 
seem already to re<olve the question which 
forms the object of youi* Excellency's note, 
the undersigned will take the earliest oppoj;- 
tunity to bring it ta the knowledge of his 
master, and flatters himseff, he sli.ill .soon be 
able to return the answer.—^I’lie undersign¬ 
ed a\ ails himself ♦vnli pleasine of this op- 
porfifijty, to request his h^cellency will be 
please^tf^ccept the assuiance of lus sinceio 
respect. 

Note addressed by Baron Taube to Count 
t Bernstorff, Dbcctor of the Department of 

Foreign A fairs. Kiel, Nov. 24, I 8 O 7 . 

* The undersigned .has not failed to bring 
to the knowledge of the King, his master, 
the contents of the note which lii^ E.xcelleij- 
cy Baron BernstBrff addressed to him, the 
5 th of November last, and of the copy which 
accompanied the same.—It is by order of his 
court that thb undersigned b.istens to declare 
to the Dimish minister, tii.it all explanation 
with regard to the note above mentioned be¬ 
comes superfUtoiis, his Majesty being of opi¬ 
nion tbal! he'ought solely to be judged byliis 
actions, which he shall always know liow to 
justify.—The undersigned having the hononc 
to present this answer to Count Bemstorr^ 
Director of the'Department of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs, begs leave at the same time to repeat- 
(he as'surance of hi|^igh consideratiotw 
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Note addressed ty Count Bernstwff, Minis- 
ter of State, to Baron Taule, Kiel/'Dec. 
4, 1807. 

, The undersigried, (Director of the De¬ 
partment of Foreign Affairs, has had, the ho¬ 
nour to receive the note, which Baron 
Taube had the goodness to address to him oh 
tlie 24th November, in order to declsire that 
the court of Stockholm deems it superfluous 
to give the demanded explanation to the dis¬ 
position' which the English minister has 
thought himself authorised to send his Swedish 
Majesty with regard to Denmark. The Da* 
nish government tliought to render a service 
to the Court of Sweden, byoffoiiiig an opixtr- 
tuuity to refute a charge which it felt inclined 
to consider as calumnious, and which, so long 
as it remains nndenied, cannot but compro¬ 
mise him against whom it is preferred. I'he 
said government is the more surprised at the 
refusal of the explanation solicited, ns this 
refusal is but too liable to be considered n-s a 
tacit acknowledgment of the intentions 
which were announced to him in an ofBciai 
manner by the intimate ally mf Sweden.— 
And these pretended intentions being ahea- 
dy hostile against Denmark, she w'ns the 
more of opinion that she owed it to herself 
Ip demand from the Swedish government a 
denial thereof, without waiting, that actions 
should furnish the necessary information on 
the subject. The reasons which occasioned 
the above demand existing still in all its 
fdfee, the undersigned i^ authorized to ex¬ 
pect here, and rrtjuests Baron Taube will 
have the goodness to support it at his court. 
He has the honour to repeat, on this occa¬ 
sion, the assurance of his*high consj.'^Sra- 
lion. * 

Note addressed by Baron Taule to Count 

Bernstorff. — Kid, Dec. 21st, 1807. 

The undersigned has brought the note tp 
the knowledge of the King his Master, 
which Count Bernstorff had the goodness* to 
address to him the 4th of December, touch¬ 
ing the explanation required by the Court of 
Cftpenhagen, with regardrto a pretended 
denunciation of intentions entertained by 
Sweden, to occupy the island of Zealand 
with Swedish typops. The King avoided 
once to explain himself on this subject j but 
as the Danish governmebt required an an¬ 
swer, the undersigned is ordered to declare 
in ap ofBcial manner—That bad bis Majesty 
judged it necessary tio occupy Zealand with 
his troops, jointly with those of his ally, he 
should have done it; and the King wishes' 
that he may never find himself in the case 
to regret that he acted otlierwise. The un- 
dcr.'.igned has the -honour to renew to Count* 
Bernstorif the assuraucelbf his high con> 
slderatiotb « . 


FsAitcE.— Janufory 26, 1808 .— 

of the Senatus ConsuUum upon tdie Con¬ 
scription of I 8 O 9 , declared bjf Belaud 
de St. Jean ttAngely, M^ter of State. 

Senators, when your wisdtftn Called out 
the consbripts of 1808, your Wishes'were 
directed towards the peafce which sigpal vic¬ 
tories had prepared—you wished to ensure 
new means of conquering and popifying. 
The success surpassed your hopes—the ^mes 
of war are extinguished upon the Continent 
—a durable pSace has been sworn between 
the two grea^''.t Sovereigns in the world, 
and Etrtppe has time to breathe.—But there, 
I is a government to which the repose of Eu¬ 
rope is despair, to which peace ix terror, to 
whicji discord is ncce.ssitiy, and waiJjQpe. 
England has replied to the offer of a genCTous 
rrrecliation offered by the Emperor of Russia, 
by carrying fife and the sword into ♦he ter¬ 
ritories of his most ancient ally, by profess¬ 
ing more solemnly ionierapt of the rights of 
n.ntions, by proclaiming more inhumanly 
the principle of eternal war. The indigna- 
«tion of all Sovereigns has replied to the in¬ 
jurious mftuifesto.s, to the cunning declara¬ 
tions, to the barbarous acts of the Cabinet df 
St. James. The predictions which the ora¬ 
tors of his Majesty made to you a year ago 
in this Tribune are realized. It is, we said, 

‘ from the bosom of the Continent, which 
England would set in a flame, that hence¬ 
forth a terrible war shall be waged against 
her. It is by applying tq her on all the Eu¬ 
ropean shores the principles she has applied 
in all seas, th.at we shall bring her back to 
the ancient principles of the -law of nations 
and of civilized states. It is by exiling her 
ships from all the coasts where we have sol¬ 
diers and allies, that the English ministry 
will be punished for the culpable refusal of 
giving peace to the world.’- Such, senators, 
were the words we addressed to you "in' 
speaking of the conscription of 1808, and 
behold a sacred and powerful league is form¬ 
ed to punish the English oligarchy, defend, 
the rights of nation^and avenge humanity. 
From the Baltic to the Mediterranean, from 
the Nile»to the Narva, but few points remain 
to the English ships where they can land, or 
where they are not forbidden to touch.—But 
it is not sufficient to have, by a just recipro- 
city,«pronounced against England that dread¬ 
ful sentence of outlawry ) she must not 
permitted to be at rest in the seat of dier 
iniquitous domination, upon any of her 
coasts, - in any of her colonies, under any 
points of the globe, which are not yet inter¬ 
dicted to her. It is necessary that, repelled 
from one part of tlie world, mehacefl in all 
others, England should know not where to 
direct tlio litUe mUitary force of which she 
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has the disposal $ aifd that our armies, more 
formidthie than ever> sbduld be ready to 
carry into her possessions oar victorious and 
avenging eagl^ Such, gentlemen, are the 
motives whicli Usvejleterxnined his Majesty 
to demand a new conscription.w—lhe levy of 
.the preceding yeas has been, as you fore- 
sa,w, the pledge of continental pqace—the 
levy of this year will be the presage of a 
maritiffie peace. Hie pillage of the arsenal 
"and port of Copenhagen—the emigration of 
the Portuguese fleet, have not yet left the 
Continent without ships.—Qur legions can 
yet reach the Englisli militia j Ireland may 
t yet hope for succour against oppression j 
India may*yet expect deliverers ,• and while 
our ^cient pbal^xes shall march to hasten 
thC^ys of justice, new legions of ^oung 
warriors shall be trained to discipline and to 
baftle, under the paternal eye of those war¬ 
like magistrates, of those senators generals, 
who with so happy a zeal have already formed 
brave men to replace those whom war has 
snatched from the country, or who have 
been restored to their families.—His Majesty* 
will have a superabundance of*tueans to 
realise his pacific views, or to execute his 
warlike projects. To the powerful armies 
of his faithful allies, his Majesty will unite, 
f6r common defence and triumph, so for¬ 
midable a mass, that success will not long 
be doubtful.—So just a cause will not be 
vainly defended by so much force, and pro¬ 
tected by so inan^ powers. A league so 
imposing in its elements, so generous in its 
policy, so just in its objects, so great in its 
means, will at length bring back our enemies 
to justice througli fear, or to submission 
through victory. 

Holland. ——Commercial Decree.—Jan, 
23, ISOS. 

. "Considering that every European nation 
ought to co-operate with all its might to the 
triumph of the cause of the continent, in a 
content which wiil not be of long duration, 
and whose result is not doubtful. Consider¬ 
ing that our particular duty as well as the 
dearest interests of our people command us 
to accede in all points to the desires of his 
Majesty the Emperor of the French, our il¬ 
lustrious brother, and even to surpass liis 
hopes. Considering that the indemnitjtand 
J^ef which our kingdom has a right to de- 
ina!\d and expect depend entirely upon the 
powerful intervention of France. , Consider¬ 
ing, in fine, that however great the sacrifi¬ 
ces hitherto made by this country may be, 
and however painfiil its situation, both under 
the relations of commerce and those of fi¬ 
nance, it is of much greater interest to dissi¬ 


pate all the doubts that might exist with re- 
spest to our*intentions, and to prove to Eu¬ 
rope, in the most signal manner, our attach¬ 
ment, and that of osir people, to the com¬ 
mon cause; have decree^ and do decree as 
followsArt. I. From the-publication of 
the present decree all the ports of our klne- 
dom shall be shut against all ships, whatever 
be their deucraination. Those only are ex¬ 
cepted from this disposition, (and provision¬ 
ally till a new order,) of which mention is 
made in the 2d article.—II. Armed ships of 
our allies are not included in th^ exclusion 
directed by the preceding article. They may 
enter and quit our ports, and bring in their 
prizes by conforming to the ardonnaneps is¬ 
sued relative to the entrance and departure 
of ships of war.—III. Ships of the allies or 
neutral ^powers, which may enter our ports 
to avoid the danger of the sea, shall have uo 
communication with the interior of our 
kingdom. They shall be .subjected to qua¬ 
rantine, and be under the most severe super¬ 
intendance. Tlie commandant of the port 
shall make them pi]t to sea as soon as the 
W'eather shall permit.———IV. Fishing boat* 
are under the direct superiutcndance of the 
civil and military authorities upon the co^st. 
These authorities shall take care, on their 
responsibility, that no communication take 
place, by means of the fishermen, with the 
enemy’s ships and other ships. To that end, 
there shall be placed a.s a sentinel, a soldier 
on board each lishiiig boat. On the retufn 
of the boat, the sentinel sball make his report 
of what has pas.sed during the fishery, con¬ 
trary to the dispositions of the present de¬ 
cree and the owyier of the boat and crews 
shall fc ifsipsecuteifl with al! the rigour of th« 
laws. Given at Utrecht, 23d January, 

Fhance.— — jDcrrees for raising Conscripts 
* and far uniting certain Countries tcUh 
Frawcf. — 23d Jan. 1808. 

The Conservatory Senate assembled to 
the number of tneurbers presented by act 
go, of .the act ®f the Constitution of the 
22d of Frimaire, year 8, having considered 
the project of theSenstus Consultuni, drawn 
in the form prescribed by article 5" of the 
constitutional act of the loth Thermidor, 
year id.—After having heard on the nio* 
lives of the said project, the orators of the 
Counciltof State, and the report of the fe¬ 
cial Commission nominated in the sitting of 
the Idth of this month j ilte adoption hav¬ 
ing been discussed with the number of voioes 
prescribed by article 5d ot thu organic 
Senatns Coiisultiim of the ISth of 7hermi- 
dor, year 10, decrees as follows.—^Art. i. 
Eighty thottsaui Olascripts cf the Conscrip- 
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tion of the year ISOg, are placed at the dis¬ 
posal of government. 2. They shall be, ta¬ 
ken from among the youths born between 
llie 1st of Jan. lysp.c and Jan. 1, 17 J) 0 . 
3. They shall be employed, should there 
be occasion to complete the legions of re¬ 
serve of the interior, and the regiment hav- 
in|; their depots in France.—^I'lie present 
Senatus Cnnsultum shall be transmitted to 
his Imperial and Royal Majesty. 

We require and command, that these pre¬ 
sents, sanctioned by the seals of st.ite, and 
inserted in the Bulletin des Loix, shall be 
addressed to the courts and tribunals, and 
adm'inistrative authorities, that they may be 
inserted in their respective registers, and ob¬ 
served, and caused to be observed; and our 
Grand Judge, the Minister of Justice, is 
char^ged to superintend the publication. 

Nafooeon. 

Sy another Decree of the Consort aiory 
Sentite, in the same form, and in a like 
manner signed by Buonaparte, the towns of 
Kehl, Wesel, Cassel, and Flushing, are to 
be united to the French Empire. Kehl to 
the department of the Lower Rhine; Cassel 
to the department of Mount Tonnere,- 
Wesel in the department of the Roer; and 
Flashing in the department of the Scheldt. 

Fravcb.——R eport of the Minister of Fo¬ 
reign Affairs relative to Pm tugal. Made 
in Oct, 1807, and published^ Jan. 24, 

’1808. 

There is no sovereign in Eurojte who 
does not acknowledge, that if his territory, 
his jurisdiction should be violated to the 
detriment of your Majesty,* he would bgrre- | 
sponsible for it. ff a Frencu .ship,wp-v seiz • j 
ed in the port of Triest, or Lisbon, the go¬ 
vernment of Portugal and the sovereign to 
whom Trieste belongs, would have to consi¬ 
der that violence and damage done to youf 
Majesty’s subjects as a personal outragei— 
they could not hesitate to compel England 
by force to respect their territory and their 
jrorts: if they adopted a contrary conduct, if 
they became accomplices of the wrong done 
by England to your subjects, they would 
place themselves in a state of war with your 
M^esty. When the Portuguese government 
sufirered its ships to be«visited by English 
ships, its independence was violated by its 
own consent, by the outrage done toijs flags, 
as it would have been had England violated 
its territory and its ports.—The enemy ought 
to d>e placed in a state of interdict, in the 
midst of the seas, of which be pretends to 


I reserve to himself the e tptre. In this posi¬ 
tion, all powers 'could and ought toi,pxpect 
from each other a mutual support—And at 
what a moment did Portugal ^tray the cause 
of the continent ? Ought^England to expect 
still to baiiie an ally, when, exercising* her, 
violence on every sea, she»meuaced tlie new 
world as well as the old; attacked, witlioi^t 
any motive for aggre.s.sion, the flag of the 
Americans, and dyed their own shoreS with 
their blood—when, scandalously famous by 
the disasters of sCopenliagen, which she sur¬ 
prised in the mi 4 i.st of peace, she sought, • ia 
the pillage of her arsenals, for some sad and 
bloody spoils.—But the scandal of tbisun- 
der.standing between the Portuguese govern¬ 
ment and England may be traced to other 
times.' When England meditated, ini»£3, 
the rekindling in Europe th.it war which 
your Maje.sty has so gloriously te.'minafed, 
.she sent a fleet to Lisbon; the ministers had 
confcrence.s—time has developed the object 
and the result.—Have not the English squa¬ 
dron sent to the River Plate touched at Ja- 
peiro? Did not the troops sent to Buenos 
Ayres and^^onte Video receive provisions 
from the Brazils? Those distant succours 
may h.ave escaped the attention of Europe; 
but she saw Portugal receive and victual in 
her ports the English ships destined to block¬ 
ade Cadiz, to attack Constantinople and 
Egj'pt; those which were to land troops in 
Naples to stir up revolt; those which were 
to introduce English q^ercliandize- upon all 
the coasts of the Medilcrranean, though 
Portugal knew all the ports in the South 
were shut against them.—A Ffeuch consul, 
whom Portugal had acknowledged and ad¬ 
mitted to the exercise of his functions in the 
port of Faro, has been taken from his house 
by the intendanl of the customs, sent to 
prison, taken out only to be exiled, and 
the Portuguese government refused forji^nse 
months to repair that outrage.—Protestation* 
of neutrality ill concealed this hostile con¬ 
duct, The court of Lisbon should have, ex¬ 
plained itself without sliuflling. Your Ma¬ 
jesty proposed it to accede to the system of 
the continent, and had it done so, you would 
have forgotten every thing.—^Far from de¬ 
ferring to your Majesty’s proposal, the Poi;- 
tuguese government had no other solicitude 
tlian ^at of informing the court of Loudon, 
of tranquillising England relative to her ig^ 
terests, of guaranteeing the safety of the Eng¬ 
lish and of their property in Portugal. 

(To be continued.) 
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congratulatory smile, sayiog, there, petti- " terested and unprijlci|»led iudividu^ }’* 

“ foggers, match that it* you caiv" It has that ** it is demonstrated, that the disagree* 
been thought, and said, by many persoifs, " ment arose ftotn publications in this 
that the French aim at the destruction of our *' country.*' But, here agab, niggardly 
constitution, liberties, and religion; and, as nature has, refused you the, wo mouths, 
the destruction of tliem would naturally be When you wanted to cattSb it to be believiSt^ 
inrluded in the conquest of Snglaud, the that England began the war without any rea* 

F ettch do, in my opinion, aim at that de- sonabie cause, and that (here existed, in 
stinciion. By v ay of combatting thisopi- reality, nA grounds of hostility, and nd 
nion, you ask : ” At what period, since the grounds of alarm as to the designs of Buona- 
" revolution in France, has the French go- parte, then it was necessary for you to find 
“ verntne’tU pro/med to us, that we should out ike real eau^g of the war, and that cause 
** relitiquibh, or divest ourselves of, our con- was, the oftcuce which Buonaparte took at 
stitution,* iibeities and religion?” To the publications ih England; but when 
whom did you address this, Sir? Certainly your object is to persuade us, that your great 
you must have supposed, to the most base friend (I must call him so, however it may 
or the most stupid of mankind You are a shock your modesty), has not the*least de- 
fit person, indeed, to complain of insults to sire ta do any tbng ihatf^ can, in-Uie 
the comr"on sense and common feeling of “ slightest degree, ititimge upon the inde- 
the nation; you, who have the impudence “ pendenco at England>” you find it nece**- 
coolly to desire us to believe, that tlieFrcnch sary to speak very lightly of the complaint 
do not wish to de<'troy us as an independent about our licentious press,” and to tell us, 
nation, becawiU they never have made to us a that, befoie the war Ibroke out, those com- 
formal proposition to give our cuiisciit to plaints weic abandoned, and, at last, 
such destruction. Verily, if your verbal dis- ” foimed no part of the discussions:” in 
course be like your written, the rabble of 6Uier words, that the publications from the 
Liverpool treated you with unaccountable press were the cause of the war, and 
forbearance. You proceed to tell us, that that what you have befote asserted, upon 
neither in the negociations of 1801, lb03, that subject, was a wilful faUhood. 
or 180(1, do we find traces of any proposi- Barelaced and disgusting as these contra- 
tion on the part of Fuiute, whiui could dictions are, however, they are quite equal- 
infringe, in the slightest degree, upon the led by some which are yet to be noticed. 
independence, the tnteie\t, or the prospe- You tell us, that the cause of war now al- 
’ fttjh of this country." You may know, ledged is, that “ if peace were once esta- 
though I do not, how toslistiiiguUh between " blished, it would en^le France to creato a 
national ** interest*'and “ prosperity,” or “ marine, by which she might overpower 
you may, from your intimacy with John Doe " tlie Biitish navy and subjugate the coun- 
aiid Richard Roe, think, thpi tautology is a “ try.” These words yod ihsert as a quo- 
beauty in compoii^ion ,• butj- as to tb^ub- lalion, but without reference, for a reason 
siance of what you say. It is this, from best known to yourself. No, Sir i this also 
the beginning to the end. Fiance has not, is false. It is not thus, that the objectors to 
in any of the three negociations, proposed peace express themselves ; for this w’ould be 
an<i o7ie thing, to which we had any solid to declare for “ perpetual war,” a declara- 
grouiid of objection; an assertion, which, tion, wliich, with your usual attcnn5n*to 
tro:n my soul, I believe, Arthur O’Connor truth, you have ascribed to us. We say, or, 
himself would not, for his character’s sake, I do, at least, that, if we were now to make 
venture to make m the face of the world, peace with Napoleon, leaving him in posseB<- 
YSttHmear to be aware of an exceptim that sion of alUthe ports and naval arsenals upon 
•veti y<mr political friends (if you have any) the continent, and without making any stt- 
ifiigKt wish you to hav6 made with rtVlMtct to pnlatitm'^ prevent the creation of a marine, 
fhe ptbposiiiotis, made through Andreqssy, that he wpiild, in a very few years of pqace, 
lelativ'e to the press, and the speeches in create a tiavv sufficient to overpower us; 
'yatlinment; but, say yod, even tlm com- and* that, tnerefore, we ougb*^ to keep on 
plaints tMdde by the ruler egalnst the f^ar, till we can obtain the separating of 

’ ‘ <tbe licenthusness of the British mess were lotneof the maritime states from him, of a '' 
abandoned, and eventually formed no stipulation such as 1 have mentioned ;‘be- 
** liaft of the dfscmsions;*^ though you bad, cause, in the case of a peace, now made, 
Vic^iie, dtefin iofinito pains to ipculmtea be- without such stipulation, Weoonld not dis* 
Itef, tlidhtfle}>resent war aroto whol/p from mantle a ship or disband a regiment; tbft 
the pub^tions in Ehgland ageinst Bnona- the expences of peace would be equajt to 
’ ‘pdrte i itmf ** hittigated by a few ln<* the expences of war, and the danger Infi^ 
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nitely greater; thit be woq 14 ^tain repose, cud^ ui with the other} Wbeit it. it yuMir 
«nd ^at we should receive an aagmentaUon ptutpose to^ sooth us into peace, we ave toid 
of. inquietude; that he, never Eaviog any that it is a mark of insanity to snppose that 
apprebensioi^ of us, would have leisure to France can ever lival the naval power dii 
mature bis maritime projects, while our na- England, but, when yoi^ take up the cudgels 
V 7 *mu 8 t from theVery nature olj its constitu- we are warned to take care how we provoke 

Uon become, day after day, in a state less her to become a naval ]>ower. While the 

fornlidable^han it now is. Thij is what I former scheme is in your mind, you telfus, 

have, over and over again, stated; and, if that France, even in the best days of her 
you had taken this statement, you would uavy, was unable to cope with.HpUand, 

' have had something to answer. But, now, quite foi^etting to tell us that Heliahd now 
let us hear what you say in srder to convince makes part ot France \ but, whpn you come 
us of the absurdity of Uie alarm aiising again to your cudgelling operations, you do 
from the notion, that |7eace, now made, not forget this circumstance, but remind us 
upon the terms proposed by France, will that almost every m.nritime state in Europe 
enable Napoleon to create a marine. You is now Under tlie absolute contronl of France, 

tell us, that loanee is, by nature, not a or, as you, with your accustomed candour, 

nafil power; that, in the most prAperous choose to express it, “ associated widi her 
days of her navy, she was unable to cope in the same cause.” But, sir, sf to your 
with the fleets of Holland ; that those per- argument, there is a little deficiency in point 
sons are almost insane, who seem to imagine, of analogy, to which, in your next edition, 
that, because Buonaparte has been so sue- it may not be amiss for you to attend. Gis'e 
cesshil by land he must, if he turn his atten- me leave to place it before you in as clear a 
tion that way, be eqiwlly successful by sea; light as I can. France {ijou say), at tJ>e bc- 
and that, therefore, we may s.ifely malie ginning of her revolution, was not military 
peace, leaving dreams of alarqjt fbe un- (false in fact); the attack upon her made 
* manly creatures who entertain them. But, her not only military but a military con'* 
lest your powers of soothing should fail, you, queror, and that because " the nations of 
a little further on, try the effect of threats, the continent became her instructors in mi* 
and tell ns, that, if we will not make peace, litary tactics.” France (you say) is not now 
then Buonaparte may, and, in aU likelihood, naval; but a perseverance in a naval war, 
•will, beat us by sea. You say, that, in the on our part, will, or at least may, as in the 
commencement of the Fiench revolution, other case, make her not only naval, but a 
France was not military; that the attacks naval conqueror. No, sir; andifyoolftve 
made upon her rilade her military; that, if deceived yourself by this sort of logic, your 
she had been left qidet, she would not have brain is of that kind which Swift describes 
become forinjd.ihie to her neighbours; that as not capable of bc.sring many skummings, 
she was compelled, in her defence, to take \ ou quite oveijbok the want of similarity 
a government purely military; that, “t« in the rijcumstanccs. If was (taking your 
/ike manner,” France is not now .t naval fact for granted), at the beginning of her 

power (though she has been “ attacked ” war that she was not military; but it is at 

by a navy for many years), and, if left in a the end of fifteen yeais of war th.it she is 

^ltcj)f/ran^vi7/i/y would not be at all likely mot naval, though the war has, all along, 

. to httompt it; but, “ if compelled to assume been naval as well as military, as the total 
it, if threatened with perpetual war, if destruction of her fleet, old as w’ell as new, 
harrassed from year to year by protracted is, to her, at least, a convincing proof. For 
hostilities; if compelled to become naval your aminnent y) have been worth any thing, 
for her own safety ; then it is impossible as applied to the pin pose which you had in 
to say that the same spirit whicli^ ^ been view, there should li#ve been no naval wot 
manifested by laud may not be excited by all thi» time ; or, you should have been able 
•ea, an event greatly to be dreaded, and to say, that France was destitute of a navy 
the more to be apprehended, as she is in and that.now, in consequence of 
now associated, intliestrmecasrrC, with onr '* attack” upon her, she hid driltqd 
^ almost every maritime state in Europe.” hersol^lnio a formidable naval power. “The 
l*oor, injured, ** harrassed” France, “com- nations of Europe,” you tell us, “ have been 
peO^ '* to Become naval for her own her instrudors in military aflair'i,” anfl yaka 
** safety V* Never was there any thing ut- express your fear, that, unless we make * 
tered so devoid of principle as this. I defy peace, we shall, in like manner, " It-ome 
the Old ^iley to produce such an advocate, her instrtMfors in naral aflairs.” Beqome! 
■And so, yi»» wish to tame us as they do Now, really, sir, I must chaige you, i« yoor 
elephants; stride us with one hand and capacity of ple,ider for France, as heihg very 
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UMgraJeful j for, have we not been endea- 
vpuring to instruct her these fifteen long 
years, in all sorts of naval affairs, in battles 
of all ^izes, and in ail prrts of the world, 
not forgetting to givp, as it were purely for 
her sake, here and there a lesson to her al- 
fies. even unto those nations, who “ aie 
“ now associated with her in the same 
cause *’ (say good cause in ymir next edi 
tlon, to make the thing complete) ; and, if 
theyhavef. not one of them, profited fioin 
our instructions, in all that time, wh.it tea- 
son is there.to suppose, that they will begin 
now to profit from them ’ This is your 
main argument; upon thi-. aigiiment you 
ring all the chjnges; and in this aigiiment, 
which is one of experience, you are com¬ 
pletely beaten, fifteen years ot experience 
having proved, that, t»i war, France, though 
having for her principal object, the destiue 
tlon of England constantly in view', and 
though having at her comm incl almost all 
the naval force of the continent of Fanojje, 
has been daily sinking as a maritime st.ne ; 
and, yet you would fain mike ns believe, 
shat the only way to pieient her fiuni be¬ 
coming formidable at sea is to make peaie 
W'itli her, and that, too, upon tcims, which 
shall leave her in quiet possession of all the 
ttieans which the continent affords for the 
creation of a nasy. \'our proposition, 
stripped of all its useless words, and con¬ 
nect^ with undeniable fact, is this: the 
only danger which we have to appiebeiid 
from the hosliliiy of Fiaiu e, is, tl at she may 
create a nav^l force; she has now, and has 
had for some years, nlmo-t the whole of the 
naval means of the continc^it at her dis¬ 
posal j we have bA;n at war wit!),«licr for 
fifteen years, and slie h is been daily sinking 
in naval power ; tlwrefoie, in order to pre¬ 
sent her from rising in nav,il power, let its 
.make peace with her as st/un as possible,and' 
insist upon no i-tipulatioa that shall pretent 
her from making use of the absence of our 
naval force for ihe creating of a'naval force 
of •her own. This is, disgp'.se it how you 
will, die advice winch )'ou give to your 
Country; advice which««o man would give, 
who was not the enemy of his country, or, 
at least, who, from want of real patriotisn], 
lisd not suffered his spito>against his party 
opponents to get the ^ticr of every Ingber 
consideration. • , 

You admit, air, for argument’s sake, that 
France would, ii» ease ot peace, increase her 
mvy so as to threaten the independence of 
England; and, under fliis admission, you 
ask: “ What is our remedy against it ? 
“ The answer," you continne, “ is ready, 
** from the whole tnbe of alarmists: rsu- 


h JUacoe, Ea^ TiWKf 

" PBTUAL WAB. Tllis iS tfac riMWW Objcct 
“ of ail their exertions, the sole preservative 
" against their tenors. Continually haiyit*' 

" ed in iraagin iiion by the sp^tre, Buona* 

" parte, they cannot sleep in |j«acp, unless 
** the biuor^ofr I heir fellow subjects* be daily , 
“ and houily flowing in their defence, in 
" every pgit of the woild.” For inalisInaiH 
aspersions there is nothing like a philan¬ 
thropist by trade; but, sir, while youVere 
drawing such a hateful picture of the cow¬ 
ardice of othciv, yon certainly forgot those 
symptoms of iiiik'igned fear, which you ex¬ 
hibited at i.iverpool, where jon retreated at 
the VI ry sound of the voice of )onr oppo¬ 
nents, Cl) ing, if we aie to believe the pub- 
lidiecl re])»its, like a stout .Italian, when a 
liitlc illackguard of a !ozen yeais old'h.is 
giien a hoist to his boaul ot hiitlle images ; 
)cju must have torgrjtic’ii this, or jou woufU 
have shown .some compassion for the cow- 
aidicoofus, who iie,'ai least, your country¬ 
men. But, sir, w'heie is it that you have to 
refer to w h it you have heregiion as the an- 
ac*’er of thote whom yon (brave man!) 
term the al.y'mists ? Who has ever said, that 

ptipetual war is the object of his exer- 
“ tioiis, and the sc/c piescrvative” against 
the dangcis which he apprehends ? I be¬ 
lieve, that no one h:t'. ever said it, inpiint or 
onlofpiint. But, I wid tell you vyhat we 
.say : we say, that a war to last until cur 
gland children are fatlieii of families; that 
a war for a limuhcd ye*srs to come, would 
be preferable to the suhjngat’on of our coun¬ 
try by Fiance; and, preteiable, too, to a 
peace, vvhicli, in our opinion, \vnnld speedily 
lead to siuh snljjngitiuii. Whethpr the 
sort of peace winch you recommend would 
have this effect, is a question which has 
bctoip been discussed by me,* and which I 
shall not discuss again here ; but, that you 
feel conscions of the badness of your causssdp 
prcriy evitlcnt from your having rccoiirse 
to such flagrant misrepresentations as that 
which I have just noticed. Perl^pps, 
however, it is in the way of induction that 
you have made this .statement of our senti¬ 
ments. J/Ve insist, that perpetual war is 
preferable to subjugation by France; we in¬ 
sist that perjietual war is preferable to such a 
peace as would speedily lead to subjugation ; 
we sa^ what soit of peace we should think 
preferable to war; you are, 1 suppose, 
opinion, that we shall get uo such peac^ as 

* Sec UegisK-r, present volume, page 65, 
and subsequent an ic!cs upon tififr Subject Of 
Peace', where I have used argiunents, which-, 
as far as my knowledge rc^'hesi no one has 
yet attempted to auawer. 
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(hi* tatter ; and, hence jrqu condade, that we 
are A»r perpetual war, which, in thi» way, 
yon take u-> to have openly avowed, as the 
sole preventive for the evil which we dread. 
But, observe, you take it for granted (tor 

• argument’s sake) that our apprehensions aie 
we]l/oundi:(il, as*to the means that it would 
put into the liamK of our enem;'*; and how 
do y®u console us ? Why, by telling us, first,* 
that we have not the power, by (ontiiniing 
the w’ar, to prevent the Deration of those 
roeansj. but, next, tliat the'“ immense pre- 
" paiations for subduing A are nt>r the* vo- 
" luntaiy act of our enemy, whes has, pro* 
“ hahUj, other objects jn \iew; but are 
“ Jonnd Upon him by the pcriciirting hosti- 
“ ol this faiiiifry, and tlie dvchrid pur- 
** pose of wMgmg against him perpetual war; 

or, in other w orcis, of contending w ilh 
" him, till one of the two countries be de- 
** stroyed as a iiaiioii and subjiigwited to the 
“ will of the othet ’ *Jt is uselesi to lepeat 
the aociisation of filshood, so olten before 
pro\eJ upon yon; it is u^eles^ to expresn 
one's contempt of jo.ir mWrepie.cntafion^*; 

• but, it is still les, iisejc-s to asivfyou where 

yon ha\c ever seen s ch a cleclaialion on tlic* 
pait of h.p.gljind agimst b'rance You do, 
iiuleed, quote a passive from the autlior of 
JPat i'l “ He (Biionapaitc) s.iys 

“ there !•, loom cnongli in the world for 

him and ns. ’risltlse; theie is not room 
*' enoiioh m it for his new' despotism and 
" the libeitics of England.” Whereupon 
you, like a true pettifogger, ask: “ How 
** did, then, the Ii'ierties of Kngland exist 
“ so long in ihe Aame w’oil<l with the amient 
“ govtrrment of l''r.UKe? Or, why were 
“ Air. T’llt and his friends so anxious to es- 
" lablish that government?” Wh.at a mise¬ 
rable quibble! Is ft not evident, that the au¬ 
thor oi'lfar :/i DUguhe was tiot talking 
'Btiopntie intum il despotism of Buonaparte > 
Is it not mnufesl that he was speaking of 
bis univetsai despotism, and particnhrly «it 
4be effort of his power over the maritime , 
states of the wot hi, to indiiee England 
to ■‘•et about counteracting the effect of 
which power was the avow'od fibject of 
the pamphlit in question? A man who can 
brf guilty of such glaring miscoiisiruetion; 
who can w'llfully expose himself to the im¬ 
putation of Ignorance, rather than fore^ the 
Wvant.ige to be derived from falsliuud, is 
well worthy of being the advocate of the 
cause you have espoused ; but, he might, 
methinks, h4ve spared us his moral reflec¬ 
tions and his references to holy writ. 'I'here 
is, indeed, one way, in which we may be said 
to forte Buonaparte to make vast prepara- 
tioiu foe invading us, ivunely, in r^uu'ig to 


I put on his m»ke mietly. ** It is the second 
j “ 'blow that makes the battlesay the Clua- 
ker* j and, as towards the Emperor Napo¬ 
leon, you, Sir, tippear to be a perfect 
Friend.” 'I'he refusal of the Prince of 
Portugal to make a fraudulent seizure of 
English property, held under the sanctioB of 
the law, you term a “ perseveting, after re- 
“ peated rcmonsti-ances, in the maintaining 
of alliances supposed to be iiqurious to a 
** bolligerci.t and successful power;" and 
our conduct you describe by the W'ords 
“ persei/tTiffg-hostilitythat i»to say, that 
by our perseveting in a refusal to submit to 
Napoleon's terms, wejorce him to make vast 
prepaiations for im’admg and conquering us. 
" Under suck circumstances,” you proceed, 
" there can be no doubt that every effort 
" will be made by him for the invasion of 
" these islands.” And then you go en again 
with your threats. But, Sir, why do you 
not adilicss yourself to him ^ Since you fiiftl 
us so “persevering;” so mulishly obstinate 
in our reluctance to put our heads into the 
yoke, why do yon not ask him to think of 
some terms of peace that we shall look upon 
as safe ? This is a way of putting an end to 
the war, that has not, it would seem, come 
athwait your mind; and yet, there appeses 
to be nothing unnatural in the idea ; unless, 
indeed, you regard it as the height of pre¬ 
sumption in us to think of any terms 
not stnctly conformable to the dict^es 
of his promnlgatail will. In that case 
y'Our conduct is consistent, whatever people 
may think of you as ^ legislator and a patriot. 

Suspecting, ai*parcntly, that the infalhbi- 
iitv of your owh judgirei^ may be doubted 
by some lew persons, at le’ast, you appeal 
for a presuminivc proof of the inoffenstve- 
ncss of the vie AS of France, to the opinions 
of the several «ets of ministers, upder whom 
ne^fK'iations have been carried on with her 
ft>r tlie termination of vv.vr. You tell us, 
that Lord Sidinoutli and his colleagues, in 
1801; that thessme ministry, in 1803;’ l]iat 
Lord Orenv illc Aid Mr. Fox, in ISOfl; per¬ 
ceived no such objections to a pacilieation as 
the fears of the aUrmVts bav'e now discover- 
eil; and that even the present ministers, 
“ have acknovv'ledged, in the face of Eu- 
“ rope, that there w'as no substantial cause 
“ for hostility between France and this 
" couiflry, either from apprehensions of 
this, or of any other, nature; but, that 
“ the war was continued on account^ot 
“ Russia o»^, and that his majesty wasron* 
“ tending./or interests not kis own,*’ This 
falshood 1 have exjxispil on^e before? bat. 
In this place, it is stated still mo.'e distinctly, 
and, therefore, shall again be potyted ou 
• * • » 
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The words of the declaration i|fere, that 
" the ne^ociation was broken off up<fti 
" points, affecting, not his ma- 

** jestjr’s own interests, bfit those of his im- 
“ penal ally." Now, was this a declara¬ 
tion, in the face of Kurope, that his majesty, 
in continuing the war, was “ contending 
“ for interests not his own >” And, that 
‘there was no mbstantial cause for war be- 
** tween England and France, but that the 
** war was continued on account of Russia 
'* only y” What an impudent misconstruc¬ 
tion ! What'a scandalous attempt to mislead 
the uninformed! Besides, what was this fa¬ 
mous nogociation of 1S06? To hear you. 
Sir, would not anyone suppose, that it was a 
negociation, just upon the point of ending in 
a treaty of peace, when some demand of 
ours in favour of Russia came, unfortunately, 
and broke all oft’ again ’ To hear you, who 
would not imagine that this was the case ? 
But, the fact is, as the fact pretty generally 
is with respect to your representations, 
completely the reverse j for this promising 
negociation, instead of being upon the point 
of ripening into a treaty of peace, bad 
scarcely begun to show blossom, when it 
was blasted by a dispute about the basis, that 
ist- to say, alraut the foundation upon which 
the negociatprs should begin to talk at out 
terms. The negociation, in truth, never 
really began, it nc\cr existed; and we call 
thcully thing, which was going on in IbOf), 
n negociation, only became we have no w'oul 
whereby to characterize it. Yet you speak, 
all along, of the negociation as an aifjif of 
great importance, you spcnk of the parties 
as being agreed asio tesms ; * jik 1 you e.\press 
your approbation of those terms, as well you 
may, for they arc the dear oft’spring of yout 
own prolitic brain. Such a way of repre¬ 
senting transactions, may do very well lor 
the Lives of Lorenzo de* Medici and Fojic 
Leo the Tenth ; but with regard to transac- 
tioas of yesterday a little more fidelity is re- 
qujred. TTic sev’eral sets of ministers, to 
whose opinions you have %ppv.iledsagaii]st 
** the aJarnsists," all be.)r witness against 
you. lu 1801, Lord ^dmouth and his col¬ 
leagues expressly declaied, that they had 
made peace “ by way of experiment^' and 
aevompanied this de^ratioii with s>iotlier, 
that a large peace establishment would be 
necessary, in order to keep us uJJon our 
guard agaiiuiC probable dangers; whicli de- 
el lyatiun, as you well know, was complainc'd 
of. bv Buonaparte. In 1808, the same mi¬ 
nisters declaied, that we were at war with 
Buunapnrtd, leuausi we could not Hue in 
peace villt him; and they repeatedly stated* 
their s.tspictuns of his hostile designs even 


during the short interval, of peace. Aftdr 
breaking off the negociation of 1806; the 
late ministry solemnly declared, ** that the 
" restoration of the general tranquillity was 
“ retarded only by the tr^ustice and ambi- 
*' tion of tile e\temy." These are excellent 
authorities for you toappeal*to inscorrobora* 
tion of ymir opinion, that the views of 
France are just and moderate; that, the 
manner in which the last negociation was 
put an end to is a proof, that there is now no 
rational object in continuing the war. and e 
ground whereon for the people to proceed in 
petitioning the king to hasten negociations 
for jieacc. 

Thus, Sir, have I had the patience to go 
through the whole of your patnpblet; and, 1 
musf say, that so much inisicprebentation, 
misconstruction and falshood, arcuropanied 
with so little tiutli and sound reasoning; so 
much assurance with so little candour; so 
much malice with so little wit; so much 
profession of morality and religion with so 
little of the practice of either, I never before 
diet with in any one of the hundreds of po¬ 
litical publitations whereon it has fallen to 
my lotto remaik. You appear to me not 
only to have laid aside, or set at nought, that 
conscience, of which you speak so feelingly 
in yoilr preface, but also to have been so in¬ 
fatuated as to suppose tbattheie was not, in 
thuwliole Kiiglish nation, one single person 
capable of detecting youi miserable attempts 
at deception. As to'your paiiiahty for 
France, v»hi«'h is too glaiing to be denied, 

I do not impute it to a desire on your part to 
see that country conquei yout own. You 
do not pi occed that length in your wishes. 
That is a state of things, which, indeed, you 
do not at all contemplate. You have a liking 
for the rulers of France, partly because they 
are the enemies, not of your countiy, but of 
the politicians yon hale in your cdViiV'yl' 
an<l paitly, I am afraid, bec.iuse they are tri¬ 
umphant. Yon owe the French rulers a 
grudge and the French people tun, for hav¬ 
ing, by their actions as well as t!.eir solemn 
dei'larations, so completely belied your opi¬ 
nions add predictions; but, you have not 
the courage to acknowledge your error, and 
you therefore still have an attachment to 
them, while you throw the blame upon the 
powAs by whom they were, as yon call it« 
attacked. Your excuse is, that th^ we**" 
compelled to adopt a simple military di^po* 
lism in their own detence, forgetting, appa¬ 
rently, what is notorious to gll the world, 
namely, that, it was not ’till after they were 
out ot danger, nay, after they had brought 
their enemies to their fMt, and tramfued 
them cn.tor their feet, that they adop el a 
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ffim^ military despottfngr. Tttisyou moat 
kttow^s well as the rest of mankind; yoa 
tnuU be satisfied, that the French are, by na¬ 
ture, disqualiflted for tlie enjoyment of what 
we,call freedom ;• that their minds are as 
. much averse from entertaining the idea as 
oil is.averseyronf mixing with water; that, 
m short, a Napoleon, or some sueh master, 
they «ot only must have, but will have from 
choice. All this you must now clearly per¬ 
ceive ; you must, in your heart, despise the 
F rench fo r it; but, the worst of it is, take 
away the French as objects ^f your admira¬ 
tion and applause, and your sourod temper 
leaves you no object at all, which is a state 
of existence too dreary for any man to en¬ 
dure*. There iS another feature is your 
pamphlet, which 1 dislike; and that Is, liiat 
you never, by any accident, flugge.st a saving 
of the public money, though one would 
4hink that it must have occuried toyou, as 
being likely to contribute towards the light¬ 
ening of those burdens, of the weight of 
which yon fear the fatal consequences. The 
vile jobbing of the ministers; their greedi- 
ae.ss; their uniform propensity t9 screen pe- 
<:n)ators; their waste of the public money, 
in all manner of ways; none of this do you 
blame. You hate them only as bitter ene¬ 
mies of the French, and, in that light only it 
is that I view them with approbation. The 
£ite ministers were full as bad as the present, 
as to the management of the public money; 
and, they were, besides, very cold indeed in 
their feelings for the honour of the country. 
ITiese present ministers have done more for 
the maintenance' of that honour than has 
been done before, since the year 179 ^» 
for this reason I prefer them. You would 
prefer them top, if you were not actuated by 
feelings of revenge, joined to your partiality 
for Franco; and, at any rate, if they have 
*Ttotl}in^ more formidable than yonr pen to 
resist, 8»ey are secure in their places for life; 
for, the efect of every word, which you ut¬ 
ter against them, is totally destroyed by your 
evident partiality towards your country’s ene¬ 
mies. You hate your dog for devouring 
your eatables, but when you pereftive that 
others hate your dog because h<xkeeps the 
thieves from breaking into your house, you 
not only keep him, but your resentment 
against him is a good deal softened bf the 
OTicovery; and do you not think that the 
nation will be actuated by similar motives ? 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. &c. 

Botley, , Wm. Cobbbtt. 

March 1, 1808. 

SUMMARY OF K>i.ITrCS. 

Pca»K CoMMBBCB.*'-——Under litis 


iktaimarce:* [ 3 < 3 ® 

head I niBs|: place the little which I think ft 
ndbessary to s.iy, at present, upon the sol* 
I jectof Mr. Ak'ihvb Young’s letters, the 
, second of which vAll be found in this sheet. 
The statement in this seeond letter, respect¬ 
ing the consequences of a totjl stop to the 
importation of corn, is, at the first glance, 
truly abrmiiig, so that I, who am not very 
apt to be scared by battalions of figures, have 
really started back at the array of Mr. 
Young, Hating taken time to rally, how¬ 
ever, 1 fin<.( that my alarm was groundless; 
and, as the matter is of great pi&lic impor- 
t.ince, 1 cannot let it pass without .some few 
observations respecting it.—I had said, upon 
a former occasion, that, compared with the 
annual consumption of the nation, the impor¬ 
tation of food was a mere trifle; and that 1 
believed, that, in no oneyear, did the impoi- 
tation amount to more than sufficient to feed 
the people for one weei. This Mr, Young 
says he was astonished at; and he has now 
shew'u, that the average annual importation 
of coj^n, for 2i} years 1 ist pa^t, has amounted 
to neaily, or perhaps quite, two millions of 
pounds sterling. Now, the population of 
Great Britain is 11 millions, and, if we allow 
the food of each individual, taking one with 
the other, to cost about 4s. a week, oi« 
week’s food amounts to the two millions of 
pounds; so that, if this rate of subsistence 
bp admitted, I was not much out in my 
reckoning, and that the average consump- 
tioH of individuals isurpasses four shillings a 
week there can, I think,Tje very little doubt. 
It will nut do to tell me, that it is only corn 
that we aie hese speaking of, and that in¬ 
dividuals do nopconsiime ^s. wonli of com 
weekly; for, though this fact be coriect, 
I answ'er, that, if we hai'e a plenty of every 
thing else but corn, we can do with less of 
that; and that, the only way of estimating 
is, to speak of food altogether.———I wish 
Mr. Young had informed us what quantity 
of provisions of various kinds is annually 
exported from Great Britain and Iielaq^; 
for, 1 am inclined to think, that the amount 
of it would surpass that of the imports. The 
shops in Americ.i, silrange as it may seem, 
were tolerably well supplied with Entflisk 
cheese, which, of coarse, would remain at 
home, if we cea^ to receive American 
corn. Mr. Young does, however, say that 
the snjfpUcs of corn from America are not 
worth siKukingof; and I was glad to hear 
him say so, because, as the public will b^ve 
perceived, the Americ.in clau have been 
endeavouring to frighten us with the spectre 
of famine, to arise out of the cutting off of 
4hese •* abundant 8upplie.s.”-—Great praise 
is due to Mr. Young fur his researches, fur 
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liis accurncy in detail, and for the ability Commons, on tbe 24tl} or Ebbiuai^y* Thv 

with which he disrusscs oil the !!(ibjccts nf bill establishes linpcfsts and prohibitions.witb 

winch he treats i hut, Ido think, that he respect to goods, going from England to the 

leases the arguments of ^r. Spem-e wholly Continent, and, as was observed in my last, 

unanswered, it bcin^ impossible that any the rcgulaKons adopted ip the Orders will 
rombinatiun of facts can otcract a piiaciple, ncccssaiily tunnpel most of the goods, v^hibh 

gupported b}' vca-ions, which cannot be the Continent icceivos from abroad, to pass 

fcho^ntohe erionoons. Be'iics, what has throughout Cu'.toin-bouse. Amongst the. 
Mr. Young’s expoiiei ee pioveiP Only this, aiticlos oninnciated in the bill was Ji'suil's 
that, at a pci.i(ul ir period, when nianufac- a wsll known meclitinal drug. *Mi. 

lures were.!.ii>gnlshing wheal was clieaft and Whilbre.id caught hold of this as a line topic 

agriculture upi'n the decline, as indeed, it of declamation, Riovcd foi leaving out the 

must necessarily be. I see no great evil in at tide, and insisfci'd that this was an' 
this, being llnxious on!}', that the point mode of wart.ne j” just as if M’chad 

may be settled, that England can exist great begun it. *J.lie objeet of this bill, and ot all 
and free, independent of commerce, by the regulations in question, is to retaliate 
which, obsene, 1 always mean, ttade with upon the Enipoici ot Franccj/br his decree, 

yoresgM nations.-^Thereis one other to- detlatin'g Kngiindiu a state of blockade j 

pic, touched upon by Mr. Young, w liic'.i I making it crim nal in any natio.i to hold any 
wish to advert to for a moiiicnt. I mc.in, sort of comn.cici.’I communiration witR 
his proposed GcMcra/ Enclosure I til. lliat us, and providing a punishment for such 
such a bill would bo like the bed «f Pio- ciime, pLicing us linger an iiitcidict; de- 
crastes } that it would be .in outrageous in privingusof aid and comfort to be derived 
vasion of pri.'ate propcity; th.it it would f.ill iiom loie.gn connection and intercourse, 
upon title deeds and lecords with teeth as What do we ' We lotalialc, but with Itss 
unsparing as those of a paper-mill; that it rigour, for*,upoii ceitain conditions, w-e al- 
would give lise lo conf isiun and li'igatiwa low a comtmiiic.ition with the Cortinent. 
without end, must, I thick, be i\.dent to fTennikes no exceptions in favour of our sjci. 
every man at all comersant in the divcis No cxciptions a all ; aiul why should we? 


tdfiures an I claims appettuning to the un¬ 
enclosed l.uids of this kingdom. But, wh.it 
good would it produce ? Would it tause 
more corn to be raised > If it would, it 
wosid be a calamity j for corn is now too 
cheap} at least, so Ivnc s.*iid the parli.imcnt, 
in their acts for expoituion. Would it 
cause more pet sons to be btin and raised 
up ? Why, then, increase consumption 
would go hand iif h*ind with iniie.ise of 
production; and no iiicio'>'eot abundance 
would take place. * But, my opinion is, 
that it would cause no Increase at all m the 
quantify of food laiscd; and this opinion I 
shall retain, until I si'e o^l the laiuL now m- 
(r/ofcd producing cc.i y //eo», a crop more I 
than suflicient to p.iy all the exptnccs of 
rent, taxes, and tiIl.igo, W^icn I see such 
an accession of hands as to have I>iouglit out 
manure, and to have wfoiked all the land, 
now enclosed, into this stale ; then I shall 
say, “ enclose more land, for we cannot 
** make this more productive;” but, while 
I see one third part of tlie enclosed land 
producing annually nothing af-all,^or, at 
most, not half enough lo pay the cxpenccs 
of rent, ta\e«, and tillage, I shall continue to 
think, tb.it a General Endoiure bill would 
be a W'ondious monument of national fully. 

Orders ijt Council -^Ihc bill giving 

effect to the rules laid down in these Orders, 
give rise to a discussion, in the House of 


Mr. Whitbread’s loaic l^ tins; " if jou 
“ pievcnt the u nK)\.il of dise.ise, jou must, 

‘‘ on the same piinciple, wish its incietse* 

.'ml this piinciple will leui to the piomo- 
" lion ot jioisoning and,assassin itiun ;” the 
conclusion he evidently aimed at being, that 
r.iose who appiove of this bill, w'oiild pro- 
niotc a^siissinalion, if they had the opportu¬ 
nity. No, Sii ; for though I approve of 
this bill, I would not promote assassimsiion 
anv moie than you would, though I approve 
of the bi.', I i!o not wi*h lo prevent tlie re- 
niovil ot disease, .my more than you wish 
to pi event the u luoval of thirst by chargings 
sixpiiicea pot for your porter, when you 
see many poor wietches who cannot possibly 
get It at that price. Youcanunt, 1 dare ^ay,^ 
sell your porter cheaper without danger to 
your foitune ; nor can we suffer the bark to 
go to France without danger to our fortune 
as a n.ition, because the s.nine argument 
which will lipply to the baik will apply to 
every other article, the v&iy object of the 
bill biung to produce iujfenng and distress 
amongst those w'ho am leagued together***^' 
whether willingly, or not, for our destnjc* 
Lion. You, Sir, like Mr. Rostoe, never 
seem to recollect, that the enemy has it, at 
all times, in his power to put an end to ihia 
" inhuman mode of warfare,’* and that, 
too, by the simplest of all means, namely, 
tliac ot ceasing to cany it on Aimel/T. ** 



« y^s} a fine story, Indeed,' to expect him 
« to recede !" VVhy, really, Sir, if we do 
, §iiffer.our'»elvc3 to yield to insolent preten¬ 
tions like this, we aie uuwoithy of being 
independent; we no| only must pe* ish as a 

jij'tioif, but we ouuht so to perish.*-You 

aie aldimc*, lest NapOteou's agents shpuld 
go.to h*s hosj}!! ils and say : " Behqjid!, here 
*“ IS an Kngli'h act of p^rliaii’ent, which 
“ prevents you fio.n obtain.a remedy tor 
“ your compLnn's.” If such wore to be 
the conduct of his agents, thi^elle-t, it ap- 
pearSncfl-ftt?^ would be this. the sick soldiers 
would say : " Aye! is it so,'udeed ^ Why, 
. “ then, that linglaiid is a great power yet. 
" Theacts*of that p-iiliament aie mighty 
“ things iingl.i »dis nut humbled, nor is 
It so very easy to i oinper her. Wliat ! 
“ can that parlia.nea^ tli- o, shut up all the 
“ fliannels of the bmm iloss ocean ? Why, 
then. Fiance, af'ei .ill oui fighting and 
conquering, is 1 tili better than a besieged 
town.” ibis is whir they would natu- 
rdly ssy upon heani > i>nly one side of ihe 
sioiy; blit, if they »ui * to hear the other j 
^’tliey wcie told, that this was, on»our pait, 
merely in .a< t ot ictaliatiou, and that they 
might liave Jesuit’s Baik the inoment the-r 
commander chose to resoke his interdict 
againit us, tlicir execration would fall upon 

Ills head and not upon ours.-Mr. Wil- 

, btfrforce w'as, upon this occasion, with the 
Je>uit’s Baik pMty He, acute gentleman, 
discoseied a ilistiiiclion between this case, 
and the case of a bes’eged town. He saw, 
thai, in the latter case, a prohibition of this 
ooitiiiiglit indiscea gcnetal to capitulate; 
but, that theie was not tlie least piobabiltly, 
tint the prohibition pioposed w'ould put an 
e id to the present contest wdth Fiance, 
Flitting .'11 eu<l to the contest is not imme- 
di.itely coiiU inplated; what is in contem- 
jlihliuii i&r to make ilic Continent lue the 
vlfecfs ot abetting a man, who has sworn 
ourdesiructioi), and who has placed ns un¬ 
der aij interdict. Now, the people of the 
Coiitinenr, iu France as well as out of it, 
hqve yet (he power of giving v;ent and efiect 
to their feelings, or they have not; if they 
have, the sutferings which our prohibitions 
produce amongsf them must lead to openly 
expressed hatred against him who is the 
a:.suse of those prohibitions ; and, if they 
ka>e >not, if the people ot the.Continent 
are |o completely subjected to the will of 
.Napoleon, that no sutferings can possibly 
tnoie their passions; why, then, how U it 
possible that 'any regulations of ours can 
'vvor'k a change in their niinds to our disad¬ 
vantage) Bnt» Mr. Wilberforce thinks it is 
that Napoleon wiU have the bark, 



some how or other; aad> that all whiofa we 
shallfgain willbe an addition of hatred from 
the people of France. As to an addition of 
hatred, I am not af^pid of that. 1 believe 
they neither love nor bate us, any more than 
one can be said to love or bate an ox or a tat 
hog. They would willingly conq'jec us and 
pillage us, jf they could, for which it woulil 
^be foolish in us to be angry with them, see- 
* ng, that, if the occasion suited, we should 
be very hkely to conquer and pillago them. 
At this present lime all we aim at is dejence # 
one wriy of defending ourselves is to weaken 
our enemy, and one way of weakening him 
is to make him get jesuits baik at the cx- 
peiice of a guinea an ounce instead of a 

shilling an ounce-Mr, Whitbread re- 

nmdedus, that, in case of a scarcity here, 
the enemy mi^ht pievent ns fioin receiving 
corn from the conl'iient, by way of retalia¬ 
tion ; an 1 so starve us. But, he already 
cut oft' our commu lication with the coi n 
countries of the continent; and, does Mr. 
Wliitbread suppose, that he would hate 
ojiened the communication last month, if 
we had had a short baivest ? the idea is per¬ 
fectly I'chculous. —- The same argument 
that has been urged against the piohihilion of 
Jesuit’s bilk will apply to all articles what-^ 
ever; tor they all, in a greater or leas de-" 
gree, eiiher directly or nuhrcctly, are con¬ 
ducive to the convenience, and necessary to 
the w'at'ts of the people of the continent. 
By the cutting off of the supply of cottod 
some pel sons, at luist* wiH^reaily sufl'er; all 
suffering is not upon a sick b*d; but all 
suffering leads to^a sick bed ; if you, Mr. 
Whitbre.id will iay, prevent people from 
obtaining that winch is ndbessiry to keep 
them fiom suffeiing. you must, on the same 
principle, wish then sulfoiings to increase ; 
and, as all suflermgslead to death, at a faster 
or slow’er pice, this principle will lead to the 

promotion ofpoisoniiigandawassination-- 

The truth is, that there was no foundation 
whatever for the objection, which was ma¬ 
nifestly b'ought forward for the purpose df 
debate. To the whole of the measure, in¬ 
deed, there might be some solid objections, 
but I have observed none such. The mea¬ 
sure is a most impuitant one. It is indeed, 
though not in word? a practical asseition of 
the sovereignly of the sea. As such it is 
looked Ufiou by other nations ; and the only 
fault of it is, that it was not adopted under 
that name , and that the duties now to be * 
imposed were not denominated a tribitte. 
This bieasnre gives quite a new aspect to the 
war i it places us upon a new fooling, anU 
gives os a new character. Weare not now go¬ 
ing sneaking about like a sot of hucksters 
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ahd tybe^Iing this and that 

neotral ta ^ oup friends and totieal with us. 
Wesajr (and I am only sorry that \vc do not say 
it flatly and plainly), y«i shall none of you 
liavte atoy coinmnnication with one another, 
without paying tribute to tis. There are 
a^e persons who call this “ piracy," 
though I wi^h they would consider a little 
their piracy upon the public pur.se. The •{ 
late attorney general (a very wr)rthy man,' I 
beilieve)'called upon his brethren of the I.iw 
to say, whether they ever read of the like 
being doiie4>efore. Tlieymight li.ivc called 
upon him to say, whether he ever re.nl of all 
the ports and naval arsenals of the continent 
being in the hands of one man before; and 
when he ever before heard of England’s 
being declared to be in a state of blockade. 
What would our ancestors, at any period of 
ourhistory, have said, ifanypower had had the 
assurance to ilecree their country in a state 
of blockade ? Does Mr. Whitbread think, iliat 
they would have stood balancing about com¬ 
mercial interest!! ? They would not have he¬ 
sitated a .single moment to declare every 
country their enemy who should refuse to 
resist such an intolerable pretension. 

Lobd'Lake. -On Tuesday, the first 

ipstant, a debate took place, in the House of 
Commons, upon a grant proposed, by a 
message from the King, to be made to the 
sntxessor and family of Lord Lake, and upon 
f aiiptber grant proposed to be made for the 
purpose of erecting a tnpnumenl to his me- 
vKtry. It was cuflous to see how both Ins 
and Outs pre-ssed forward, as it were in 
rivalship, in support of 4his proposition. 
Thus they always^o, when» the. public mo¬ 
ney is to be bestowed upon anyof themselves. 
Mr. WIdtbread, Ixjrd Folkestone, and Sir 
Ftancis Burdett were the only persons who 
spoke against it -, and, upon the division, 
which Sir Francis Bnrdett called for and in¬ 
sisted upon, there ap^ieared but 25 to vote 
against the pecuniary grant out of 23iii. 
The pecuniary grant was of ef-^.OtW, 
wifh a retrospect; making an additional 
sum of p.cXK)! to be paid down imme¬ 
diately. Never was there a more flagrant 
instance of the waste of public money ; and 
this, too,‘at a time, when we are told, that 
tlw sacriflee of .our last sKllIing is necessary. 
This I ord Like, who was a conqueror of 
tawneys ; who, as far as I have heard, nwer 
was engaged against any thing worthy of the 
name of an army, and who enjoyed, while 
in. India, an enormous salary, receives a 
l>eeragc, comes home, dies of a bold, and, 
then, we are called upon to make a noble 
proviMon for his-familv. Mr. WhitbreadH 
went only' half way.' He objected to the 


(),000l. and the monammt; but, on aecount ' 
of the poverty of Lord Lake's family, as¬ 
sented to the pension of 2,CXX)1., thbogh' 
tliat was by far the most objectionable part 
of the proposition, it boing,'in fact, a sport- 
gage uporf tlfe taxes,, of tiie nation to tlie 
amount of 100,000l.'‘^prlilfcipal^ I.wUI here 
subjoin what was said by Sir Francis But,^ 
dett upon the subject, exactly a.s I 4iud it, 
reported in the Oract.f. newspaper, reserv¬ 
ing some further remarks for another oppor¬ 
tunity.- " I feel it my duty t o^ffpter. m sr 

protest agiiiflst this motion, as well as 
againii every thing of tliis sort in the 
“ present condition of things ; and I do it 
“ on three grounds — one Is lhaf of a pub- 
" liepatnre, and the othefts particularly 
“ applying to tliis case. Perfectly agreeing 
" in ail tifat I have heard as to the particular. 
case of my lord I,ake, it is not necessaiy 
for me, and certainly not a plea.snnt task, 
to dilate at all on that subject. But servi¬ 
ces, whenever they come before the house 
of commons, and a demand of remune- 
ratien is made for them from the public, 

“ ought sBwaystobeof that kind and de--- 
scription that no man can feel any inqli- 
nation to ask what these services were. 
They ought to be of that brilliant kind, 
that no question could be asked concern¬ 
ing them, because they are knowp 
tlirouehout the world j or else, in my > 
humble opinion, they ought not to be 
brought forward before this house as the 
ground of remuneration from the public. 
But, in the present situation of this coun¬ 
try, and from the burthen^ set upon the 
people, it is necessary there should be 
more than what maybe called extraordina¬ 
ry services to justify such a demand as 
this on the purse of the people. There¬ 
fore, on that ground, I shall feel it my 
duty to object to the vote now ;Pr6poped.'_ 
Hut, on general and constitutional ground, 

I object to it still more strongly ; because 
1 do think that his majesty has ample 
means and resources, without coming to 
this house, to reward all the merit -.that 
this afid all the countries in the world ever 
produced; much more, I fear, than can 
be produced by this country at present; 
and ample, lam certain, for the reward 
of%lI the merit which is now before us. * 
What have been the arguments used off* 
ail occasions, when an application is made 
for any pension by wbicn an addition is . 
made to the burthens of (be comttiy,' 
which the king possesses the means of de¬ 
fraying ? What is it but a parti^ ground 
—a pretence that there arc ao tn^na itt 
the hands Of tim crown to reward medto- 
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« riOQS stinrices ? Shotili .tlieM "ixtedJiif of 0’ 

. ** fiwwti be poascHsed by tbe crown, why « eo« gwe ^ wine' epi«^ ifl/orWdd^»/ 
sboald they be wasted in the reward of " wUlmiit going ont of 
*' M^vices which do not meet the light, and " that thi croum doef posuft ompbi meatto 

** pro^bly, if known in this bouse, would ” of •nwarding extrmfMndry merit, loUh* 

**• meet the reprobation of evefy ihembcr ? “ out having recourse to the Civil last. E 

*' It is.oi\tlu« groifnd that 1 shall take the " should be very happy to agree in voting 

tense of tbe bouse on this question. With *' for this reward supposing the reward to 

** resp^t to the merits of lord T^ake, niy •" have been deserved, and tHsfe were no 

*' opinion is, that the merits of tbe people “ other means of providing it than that of 

" til England, in suffering snch privations “ adding to tbe burthens of the pefeple of 

borne, are miv^h greater '* England. But if ministers bad come 

'* than those of any individuSl, either now " down to this house, and told ttf that the 

" in existence, or who has lived since the •' patronage of the reversions of sinecura 

• ** commencement of our present difficulties. “ places were, henceforward, to be abO" 

“ I therefore shall not only give my negative lisbed for ever ; I shonld certainly not be' 

** to^ the proposition now before us, but “ niggardly, as it has been called, even in 

** think it*my duty to divide the house upon *' my mode of rewarding die memory of 

• ** tf* deserving men for their services to the 

** The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, “ public ,■ and th.it too, in the present 
'* he hud not a lower opinion-of the merit of “ exhausted state of the pocket of the 

“ the people of Englandthan the worthy ba- “ people j but, before I can consent to 

ronetj but did not know how they could be "doing that, I must be assuli^ that 
" rewarded With,pensions. As to the pow- " sinecures, and the reversion of sinecures, 

■ " er of the crown to reward merit, he wish- ^ " are to be put an end to. I must say as 

•- “W ed to know whether the worth^ baronet " ministers have forced roe to it, that my 

" was aware of the extent of the Civil lord Lake's character is nothing like that 

** List, with which die Crown had power of my lord Nelson's, and j'et ministers are 

" to reward merit, which was only to the " proposing to my lord Lake a monument, . 
*' amount of 1,2001. a year, which in effect ** as they did to the memory of lord Nelson, 
amounted to no more than 8001., and " I say iiwt the memory of lord I.ake has 

• this the king could only grant for his own " not tbe same call upon the gratitude of 

*'* ... ** country as that of my lord Nelsom 

" Mr. /^. explained bis sense of " Ido not think tbaf true merit will ever 
" the meaning of sir F. Burdett in the re- " go unrewarded by tbe people of Etiglaud; 

ward he expected to be given to die peo- " and I am satisfied that if a tenth part of 
" pie of Luglifnd for (heir merit, which " the patronage o£ ministers was bestowed 
" was that of the vigilance of their repre- ** only on objects truly wqjrthy of remiine- 
" sentatives in taking care of their interests. " jation, every military and naval man in 
** Sir F. Burdett.-—’* Before tlie com- " this country, deserving of encouragement, 
mittee come to a vote, I think it fit to ** would be fully satisfied, w'itbout any ad- 
** ray a few words more ; not in explana- " dition to the burthens of the people.’* 
tiqn of what I before said ; for that has " Here he took a short view of the charac- 

** been douemost completely by the hon. " ter of Lord Lake in India, and observed 

** gent, below nw (Mr. Wm, Smith) : but ** that his successes there, tvae not extraor- 
**• to assign reasons why I am unable to ac- ** dinary, for every British ofictr achieved 

** cede to the wishes of those who have re- " victomes in India. But, laying aside all 

** Mmmended to me not to divide the '* these considerations, he went upon tlie 
•* houw. The right hon. the Chancellor of " broad constitiitionaT ground, that unless 
" tbe Exchequer, not intentionally, misre- " ministers gave the house an assurance that 
'*r^*®* I about rewarding " all sinecures and reversions in places, w'cre 

* the p^leof England for the manner in " to be abolished, lie roust persist in taking 

• ' which they have subneiitted to pFiva- " the sense of the house. " Or rather,** 

tlons, and their various sufferings. He " said he, " I will divide the bouse upon 
** chow to state tbe Pension List, as " (his subject," for, " taking the sense ot (be 
crown had no other means of " house," is a common expression, wlien the 
* yevarding .merit, but <Mrt of the Civil " sehse of it is too plain already. Having 
" Lilt. X believe that makes but a very " stated these principles in my own jastifi- 
" imall partof the atena possessed by the " cation, for persevering in'my imentiou to 
** crown to r^ard meHt-rWtldliere I might *' divide the house, I shall not detain you 
** appetH tb thei^t ^ock'Ve'^iiaeeltor of " any longei^ but merely to say that I have 
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not a.wa)^^yJ}ich Ji«i< gltered tny 

''original mimdn on this sujbject."—<Tiie 
Civil List! P^oor civil list affords, according 
to Mr» Perceval’s acconnt, only ^^’SOOa year 
fbrtbe king to give away, in the reward ot 
t^rit. jBut, this civil list is a thing made <•! 
stretching ^materials. It can he oxtcnd‘-d 
tnistvay and that way. ItJ laOl or 1&02 
(.Sk account of 1802) there was Ant otu ol 
tbiscivdl list, upw.nrds of .i lOO.ftOO to the 
king’s sons ; and so the civil Ji.-t tell into «/■- 
tfarj r.nd then the minister, Addington, 
came witl^n bill to parliament for the pur¬ 
pose of making the people pay off the ar- 
rear; that is to say, pay, amongst o' 
things, the ,i lOOjtitX) wliifl;, widiont 
reiiicntof parliament, had btcii lent to the 
king’s sons, and that, too, f»hsc-rve, notuiih- 
•standing the JJroils (j'yldnthally -Mote ot 
this hereafter. 

Bailey, 4lli March, lfe'08. 

ACillCUlTUaE,' MASUl At TUKtS, ANJB t.OM- 
, MKliCE. 

Sir, -It gave me very great concern to 

perceive by yoiii last Journal, that the loiter 
iii which 1 requested you to cancel the ac¬ 
count of corn imported in IbOo, did not 
^ome to your hand.s in time; as 1 .'.lated in it 
that the acconnt was greatly erroneous. A 
severe disorder in ray eyes has obliged me to 
depend on an amanuensis, whicli has occa¬ 
sioned errors 1 much lament; the following 
\vas the importation of tjijt year. 


Cam iin])orU‘d in 18 t)b’. 


Species. 

Quantity. 

Atper 

Quarter. 

_£_ 

Value. 

• 

- ^ 

Q. 

B. 

s. 

d. 

J. 

Burley ,. 

5,3f3 

a 

3S 

d 

10,367 

Brans .. 

3,40(1 

3 

43 

9 

7,4.51 

Oils . .. 

510,'242 

3 

25 

8 

654 ,HH 

I*e:ise . 

J,.';i4 

41 

43 

0 

3,2()4 

llye .... 

82f) 

5' 

47 

4 

1 ,(J0'3 

Wheat,. 

3!3,yi7 

! 

79 

0 

1,2.39,7-3 

Total.. * 

840/2y.3 

4 

t 


1,937,(508 


Now, Sir, as I shoi^lcl be sorry to trouble 
you merely with an erratum, permit me, on 
this account to observe, that it Inrnishes a 
proof of a degree ipf precariousness in the 
national resources, that ought to make a 
deep impression ou the minds of (hose in 

* Flour reduced to quarters at 3 cwt. 
pet quai ter.—There is an error also in the 
stun total of the import of wheat fur 2d 
years, hut at the average, or 413,003 qrs. 
h nearly the truth, i will n(4 trouble you* 
vyUh'the correction. 
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whose hands the safety of the kingdom i.v 
placed. To find ih.ii our consumption of 
wheat in a year of mu ’erate plenty, exceeds 
the produce by more tlum a miiliun sterling, 
accompafticd as it is by % population adroi.Hed 
on all l)ai»iK<()bc inertMsing, must sure'ly be 
I <'onsu!e'K'd asajn-'i <Mu«e ol ppprehpnsion. 

I Were tb»- couuiiics which have usually sujv- 
I plied us, in a state of independence grid se- 
j cuiiiv, the prospect would be farfiom plea¬ 
sing ; but wlicn we cast an at. .\ious eye to 
the ports of lUe KaUic, the vi ew becom es 
vlreary iudccil. • To expect cur oread Irom 
Amcric;^, wou'd be to look for it from a 
j c<,un‘.ry vvlumco it never .came, except in 
1 quantiii''. thtI’c-. tiy iusigiiificant when cjona- 
j paivd'v.io (he map.nitnde •f our demand. If 
I ilie pf.ce of wheat was at presem Wh, there 
i arc m;;.;V'Vi ho would dep-rccate all coi.:ide- 
.'11 of ;'*'.e subject; but tbe price is now .so 
modcrnie s to prevent the smallest alarm : 
no trilhii!; motive •for such di>eussions as 
may tend to liirow a light on the subject; 
aed ciight to induce the Icgida'ine of the 
•kingdom to give a diicct and .“teaiiy attention 
to It. Wii) cm contemplate the cons 
fpience of a short en.p, a mih'ev.', or a wet 
harvest, without terror? ISuu' raitiircs imd 
commerce inactive ; and ill disposed minds 
gathering discontents into pctitinns for 
jieace ! It is easy to imagine such a combi¬ 
nation, but not so easv to mea.sure the re¬ 
sult. I know not ai.y view that can he 'aken 
of the subject, over wbi<;li there is not sus¬ 
pended <1 dork cloud which sheds a gloom 
not e.asiiy' dispersed; if there is any ciicum- 
stance that tends peculiarly to thicken jt, the 
present state oi our extensive wastes is well 
caiculatid to do it.—Upon this subject Mr. 
Spence has several very just observations, 
but he offers one remark in which I cannot 
agree with him; and, as it is upon gn im- 
p a tant point, I must crave your Irfrther in¬ 
dulgence for a moment,—“ It is calculated, 
that ill this kingdom there are twenty two 
millions of actc.s of waste land; and,*it U 
frequently aAed, by the followers of the 
econonji‘*tes, as well as by those wlio are of 
u very dkferent opinion on matters of politi¬ 
cal econonvy; w'hy this vaste laml it not 
brought into cultivation, and why such a 
source of riches as this, is neglected?, For 
this very good reason-that the greater part 
of this land^witb the present-demand for; 
and the prel^nt prices of the produce 4hat 
could he raiseil from it, would «ot pay for 
cultivation. JJvery persoo who baa ha^Mic- 
casiun to let land, knows, that there ana.ma¬ 
ny more farmpfSiWanting faroi^ than there 
are farms. tl^mi ihw bdinf 

the case, .tha5 if Uie 


i. 


L 



waHe l^nda in the king4^iti:«soiaW be 
ablyim^ivateKt', it vfoold jpeJedily' be' occu- 
^ pied by those farmers who sO eagerly seek 
employmentfor their capital.'* P. 28.-—It is 
I conceive, a great gnistake, tp gupf)ose that 
tbese'lands remain uncultivated Jar want of 
a d^and of the uncultivated produce; see¬ 
ing tha\ the'^rices of all the return^of grass 
lauds are atWquate to their production; with 
a regnlSr import of corn to an immense 
amount: the reason for the scandalous state 
in which th» are left is exceedingly difler- 
entt tii«y*Sre under rights ofstoinmons, and 
cannot be touched without distinct acts of 
. i)arliament to permit the plough to 'produce 
grass and corn, instead of gorse and ling. 
H.ilher than give (Jiis permission by a general 
act of eugjpsure, parliament is content ftiat a 
large portion of the people shv)u!d be fed by 
■ foreign, rather than by British corn ; and is 
content to remain, at the present moment, a 
quiet spectator of the waste state of these 
lands, at a period when a short crop, or a 
week'.s mildew, would make an enormous 
import necessary. Ministers best know 
where it is to be had ; to me it seetpis just as 
probable to procure it from the moon as from 
Prussia or Poland. Were such a moment 
to arrive, wc should see the Iwo liou.scs c.sll- 
ed together; commilicesappointed; exami- 
nation.#, proceedings, proclam itious issued; 
^hirrangues pronounced; substitutes tcco.m- 
mended} the volunteers inactivity; govefn- 
inent alarmed; and Buonaparte deliglited. 
And what would be the efFuct of all this ? 
Experience has fold us: the g<vneral* alarm 
would raise the .price rapidly, and thus Iss- 
.sening the sumption, what im^bt have proved 
a dreadful famine, converted into no more 
than a severe scarcity; but with the foreign 
supply cut off we might expect thc'-e evils to 
attend a much smaller deficiency th.an pro¬ 
duced the.same evils on a former occasion. I 
leavc’to others fully to appre*;iatc debates on 
Copenhagen, and tlie other ver^ important 
occupying tltat attenJon w’hicli might 
be giv»i to measures for establishing the se- 
cqriiy and prospei ity of the kingdom on the 
sjolid foundation of our domestic resources. 
5ut,fo return; The demand for farms is at 
pfes^t Very geuerul, a proof that capital h 
not ^vanting; and wherever an act of ericlo- 
jnrti appropriates a tract of waste land, <ier- 
ther haftds nor money are wanting for Its 
cnliufe, plantation, or other i^roViement, 
according to,the soil sjnd other circutpstapees 
of tbjjieaso, Enfield Ch.ise is not a ptoof to 
the'eontrary; and wet e other royal forests 
encldsed on the same principles, tlie mVaitnre 
would, bm ^nally nugatory. If a general 
en^Jldsaife bllLwas to pass, ttijmy roilliotu of 


Mt tmprodbiii^vb^''' Ipfputtf' 

bro^i ii>fo|foItiv6tiott Vtlife necessity^ 
porting <so«i wonid be rernovel; and tl^ 
farmers dllodbd to bX'Mr, Spienoe who pda^- 
sens oapital, bot want employment, won^,- 
by their vigorous, exertions, soon convince 
that gentleman that the only obstacle in 
their way is the negative at present put <fti 

the power of enclosing.-1 have the hoi^ 

*nour to be, Sir, &e,-AHTHtfaYoosG.— 

2'Vi.2'l, 1808. 


Ct)B.VTE8’ 80SPEHSI0N 

Sir, -The account published by yon, 

in your last week's Register is so extremely 
iiicurrect, that I am induced to send you a 
statement, which will, I believe, compldely 
refute (he aspersions, which have been njost 
unwarrantably thrown on the cohdoct of 
Lord Oxford, in a transaction, which you as¬ 
sert to be unparalleled. By the Ist of Oco. 1. 
augmented curacies were subject to (IjC 
same rules of .'ivoidance as other benefices, 
and the clause inserted in (ho act of l/yb', 
only dedarevi that to be law, which, in tact, 
was law before.—^Tbe Jiving of Branipton 
Bri.iu was. In 1800, given by Lord Oxford 
to his hrotber-indaw Mr. James Scott. In 
lbO.O the peipetual^uracy of Titley became^ 
vacant. To this %ir(icy Lord Oxford’s an-' 
ctstors had been great benefactors—to the 
amount of near *^’1200 ; and, in con^e- 
qiieiice, the right of nomination had always 
been exercised by th^m. On thi.s ocea.sion, 
however, the Warden anckCollege of Win¬ 
chester disputed the right, and it appeared 
th.st they were legglly entitled to it, b^^c.^u^e 
nothing but an agf of parliiiment, could alie¬ 
nate their cimrch preferni^it: but had (he 
curacy been in Lord Oxford's nomination, 
h'' wfiuUl have given it to Mr. Bissel, and not 
to Mr.Scott. Though a contrary statement 
was made, in the House of Commons, by 
Mr.* Whitbread, )’t‘t he vvas positively con- 
tr.sdicted on this point, by another honour¬ 
able member. It is to bo observed, tb.at at 
the tiling of Mr.iScott’s nommatlon to thte 
perpetual curacy bf^ Utley, he w’asa Fellow 
of New College Oxford, of which College 
the Warden and all the Fellows of Winches* 
ter, must necessarily have, been previously 
Fellows.—It is inripc»sible>^ construe f.ord 
Oxford’^s having become the renter of part 
of (he tyjhes in the i>ari>h of Thley, into a 
consent and approbation, on his part, of Mr". 
Scott’s nomination to the curacy, because. 
Lord Oxford’s .principal residence is in the 
parish, and he only rented the df tb» 

land, in his own cccnpalion. 1 leaViS it to 
jy>tt to judge, whether thecompoi^h'ding for 
srbaU tythes, instead of paying thetri i'n kin^' 
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is not, irhj^ ttrery mao woold do, wbetiier 
the incumb^t bad obtained ins pr^er^eot, 
with Of ^tSont his consent.•^Lurd Oxford 
Availed himself i f his right to present to 
Brampton Brian, as s^o as ever he was in- 
..wrmed that the'living was voidable He 
Ihooght himself ftiliy justified in so doing, 
ns disputes of a very unpleasant nature had 
Arisen between him and Mr. Scott, in con- 
Jiequence of which lie was anxious to removit 
Mr. S^tt, from the neighbourhood of 
Brampton Brian, where his lordship has 
another mansion, at w'hich he frequently re* 
sides, and*tbe garden of which is immediate' 
ly adjoining to, the Parsonage House.—Lord 
Oxford’s character and conduct are too well 
known, in his own county and neighbour¬ 
hood, to admit of a suspicion that he would 
Act either unjustly or oppressively towaids 
any individual, especially towards one, with 
whom he was so nearly conneciwl.—With 
regard* to the respective values of llruiuptun 
Brian and Titley, tlie latter has hitherto been 
as |)rohtable as tlie former; and bad the rec¬ 
tory of Brampton Brian been “ ten times" , 
or even “ seven times" the value of the 
curacy, which is upwards of £200 a year, 
how came Mr. Scott to hold this valuable 
rectory together with his fellowship of New 
L*CoUege, for more than j^r years, when, by 
the statutes of that CoU^, no Fellow can 
hold preferment of a greater annual value 
than —.Your assertion, that Mr. 

Scott’s curate at Brampton Brian refused to 
accept the living js totally-destitute of foun¬ 
dation.—I rely upon your candour, either to 
insert this letter, or to contradict what was 

erroneous in your original statement.-1 

am. Sir, yours, 3cc—A.B. C. — Ftb. 25,1808. 

’ V ABMY. 

Siu.-Whenever our army becomes 

the .subject of conversation, either in or out 
Ilf parliament, 1 always hear a great, fuss 
made about their high state of discipline. 
Yet, neither members, field marshalls, gene¬ 
rals, or inspecting field ofi|cers, seem to know 
wherein real discipline consists. Cfne thinks 
it lies in the cut of a joltTier’s hair, and in the 
particular length of his queue; another on 
his being able to ftond for hours on one leg 
like the geeseBotley common. Sir 
James Cradock hates the mustache; Lor^ 
Paget and their Royal Highnesses ^e Prince 
of Waleit, and Puke of Cumoerland, are 
great to its growth. A few years 

ago a^lfegoon was thought to be defenceless 
witbjc^t iua helmet, now he is clad in furs 
and t^peU like a man-milliner, with a great 
tnuft’ upon his hpad. Aiuoi^ the heavy dra* 
i^ns cocked hats are aberuned, among ihV 


light they are just comiitt kite vc^e. Sivett a 
man may become a cafatal good siddief lly 
introducing some barbarous accent into tw 
plainest and simplest English Words of copi- 
mand. ,Every thing for sound and shew.—> 
But wbepce,comes it, Sdr. Cobbett, that all 
this low imitation and frjvoliiy, originate en¬ 
tirely in the higher ranks of ffio arifty, and 
that there is such a total dearth of genius and 
talent among that class of men whoTiear the 
name of Grenerals ? But this would only be 
a temporary grievance: the j^yi), Mr. Cob- 
beit, has a n^ich deeper root!^ It proaeeds 
from this, that no man of superior talent, 
(and vdry few of those who possess common, 
sense), will remain in the army, if their 
rank runs so high ,as to Remove them from 
the Command of a battalion. The^pommand 
of a battalion is an object of ambi^'on, winch 
almost every one who aspires to it can attnin, 
and it is a situation also, in which a man 
may cliancc to disti,>iguish himself. , But the 
officer who gets a step beyond that, unless 
he possesses great family connexions, or par¬ 
liamentary interest, sees nothing before him 
but " a {lull, dreary, unvaried, vista of ex¬ 
clusion and despair.’* Despair drives tCi' 
man of genius from the field, and the pru¬ 
dent man will ^rather turn his commission 
into cash, than be honoured with the ap- 
]>ellation of General, while he starves du¬ 
ring the rest of his life on a lieut. colonel’s 
pay. Hence it comes, that in the last teii 
years, 4-5ths of eur be.st officers have retired 
fi'om the service beforb they attained the 
rank of generals. It is the radical defect of 
our English army, and if. you or any man in 
Plngland, will {luint out a cure, you will ren¬ 
der a greater service to your country than if 
you had added thousands to its numerical 
force.— —I am. Sir, yours, &c.—V. 

COLD BATH FIELDS PItI$q.N. 

Copy rtf the PeliHoa, presented to the House * 

of Commons, Feb. 1 {), 1808. 

To the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses 
of the Honourable House of Commons,* 
Great Britain and l(relafld, in the United 
Parliaqient assembled;——Tlie Petition of. 
Alexander Stephens, of the Honourable;'^- 
ciety of the Middle'Temple, and Paric 
iU toe County of Middlesex, Esquito^'f^pi- 
bly, sheweib. That certain persons .Q^ly 
serving i^e,6^e of grand ju^meo fp^ ibe 
ebnot^^ lliddlesex, to the number o (about 
nine,^ying visited the House of'C^rfectiou 
fer ^ said county, commonly da^ed the 
Cc^ Bath Fields Prison, on-'Tnesday/^ov. 
8, in the year of our Lord petweeu 

the bpiirs of 11 'aud I'i in the iorenoofe:-— 
Th^ there'(liscbyered, that ail thf Ipevea 



/bund by tl^em (each con • 

tain, 16 ontic^, and ib bb daily, 

at 10 b*cloqk in the morniiig) greatly 
deficient in paint of quantity, as will be seen 
■ir^ the annexed statement on tb^ part of 
oae <^*hQ magistrate! of the city o(lL^ndon. 

^ Diat the prison weight demanded and 
used upon t!J8* l)res*enl occasion, for trying 
the loaves in rotation, proved also cfehcient, 
as was fully demonstrated in both instances 
on the same day, when compared with the 
standard at Guildhall, in the ^resencc, first, 
of Sir W.-it^ghtoii, Kiiigh^, then Lord 
Mayor ;'and afterwards of Kicbard Pliillips, 
£aq. then and still one of the sherifts of Lon¬ 
don and Middlesex, as well as of four of the 
late grand jury; and, moreover, that the 
scales of the said^rison were'ialBe and ft'au- 

' ?/” ® I’Cttpr from Mr. Sheriff Phillips 

io fffilHam Altunwaring, Esq. Chairman 
of the Quarter Smions, isfe. 

" SiH—I considerita duty which I 
owe the public to inform you, as chainnan 
of the quarter sessions, and, I believe, one 
of.the committee for conducting the business 
of the prison, that I was present Vheii an 
appeal was lately made by the grand jury of 
the county to the standard weights in Guild¬ 
hall j that I witnessed the examination of 
the pound weight for weighing meat and 
other provisions in the House of Correction, 
’Cold Bath Fields, when it was found to be 
seven-eighths of an ounce too light; and 
that on weighing some loaves which were 
^und in the same prison, by the grand jury, 
they appeared also to be considerably too 
light, one or two‘of them being from an 
ounce and a half to two ounces underweight. 
I should compromise the feelings w'hich I 
bear towards the respectable magistracy of 
the county of Middlesex, if I were to omit 
to make this formal communication.——I 
have the bonour to be, &c.—R. PHii.i.irs, 
Sheriff;—Bridge street, Nov. 13 , I8O7.*’ 
-Your petitioner, together with other gen¬ 
tlemen, late members of the grand jury, also 
discovered: that several of the liege subjects 
of this realm were committed to close custo¬ 
dy in ceils destitute of fire, S feet 3 *inches 
long, by 6 feet 3 inches wide, two of them 
in irtms, »ck; some, if not all, of 

thw were innocent in point of fact, as all 
Were then innocent in point of law, being 
detained under the pretext of 1^ examina¬ 
tion, knd consequently uncond^W^ by the 
legal j^gmeut of their peeiii, bf even the 
accudiwy verdict of a grand jury. Of this 
autnber were a mother, a’danghter, and a 
son, of icceiUfable appearance { fbe two for¬ 
mer in one cflU,! $0 sitiiatetl as to be exposed 


tp a contiamd jpxternsd air, ivith- 

. ont ;^ pOfflll»]ffy pf obbduit^, even dmidf 
the'* leverestr ^o|t, an artificial warmth by 
means of fuel, while tlie convicts below en<* 
joyed all the comforts of* an open roonry 
ward, with occasional adeesa to- fire.—« 
Uiitiat in one of these lonely cells closely 
confined a foreigner of some rmik, the Ch(.«> 
valier de Biin, who, as we w6re told, by one 
•of the jailors, while so iraoaured,jMid been 
deprived of his reason, and who presented to 
your petitioner, after cummunicaiing with 
him for some time in the French languago 
through the key-hole, and demaudiug 
entrance, a memorial on his knees.—— 
That in this place, originally destined 
for the improvement of the morhis of 
petty offenders, a female prisoner, as we 
have learned, has been lately debio^ted hp‘ 
the son of the chief jailor, or guv#aor, wlo . 
then held an office of trust in the prison, and 
has since liad a child, now, or at least lately, 
burdensome to the parish of Kensington, 
in the county of Middlesex -—That four 
debtors were shut up in this House of Cor¬ 
rection, the only ccmmunication be¬ 
tween whom and the world, appears to take 
place occasionally, by means of two iron 
gates, at upwards of .six feet distance from 
each other, with a jailor walking in at inter- ' 
vals, so as to preclude complaint; and that 
from the examination of a debtor, and also, 
by a letter fyom him, both in the possession 
of your Petitioner, it appears that he was 
shut up with persons gniIty,of robbery, and 
unnatural crimes——And, lastly, that six it • 
nocent persons, the bills against whom had 
been thrown out by the Grand Jury, were 
dragged from C^iid Bathdields prison In, 
HicksVhall, in open day, at the clese of 
the session, first manacled, and then fastened 
together by a rope, to be discharged by pro¬ 
clamation,——Your petitioner, therefore,' 
conqelving that such gross instances of fraud, 
coupled Wfith such an -open violation of tire 
laws, and even of the express orders of ses¬ 
sion, are calculated to bring his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment into contempt, and cast an unme¬ 
rited odium on'*our mo^t exoeiient con.stiru- 
tion i thinking also, that if mch malpractices 
were detected in a casual and slight survey, 
of less than two hoyrs ditration, far greater 
abuses are likely to be brought to light, by 
the interventian of the gi aud inquest of the 
nation, &ost humbly and earnestly solicits 
this Honourable House to take the prernist^ 
into consideration, and by'a public and open 
examination at its bar, or any other mode, 
afford such relief as may seem meet. 

; A. S*r*ra*ir#. 
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OFFICIAL- PAPERS. farces your Maesty to declare ft. Longer 

TtAVd.^-^^Heport of the Minister of Fo- delay would Only place Lisbon irt tfce hands 

reign jiffhiri 7 elative t9 Portugal. Made of the “English, 

in Oct. I soy, ttTt(f pulliskid Jan. 24, Second Report, made Jan. 2', 1808. Pui» 
, 16t^. (Concluded from p. 352.J « lisked Ji^n. 24. ■" 

"‘It had neither protected the French nor Hh! f^c^lency recalr to the recoJhjciSgn 
their eommorce ; the persons and trade of of his Majesty how neqessary.'jyeie the ac- 
fheir enemies have continneJ free and fa- tive anc^ vigilant measures wm8h haVe been 
voured. Portugal promised to join the cause taken, and so well seconded, by the rapidity 
.of the continent, even to declare war against* of the march of the French troops-2-Portu- 
England ; but she wished to make it, if I gal only sequestered the English goods when 
inay u*e the expression, in concert with her, the English were secure from that measure, 
to furnish her, under the appearance of hos- which Portugal did not cvcn/^fflcct tosexe* 
tility, with the means of contiiming her cute.—She concerted hti" fight with the 
trade with Portugal, and thiongh Portugal Englisli; and a little while before we re- 
Vfith the rest of Europe ; a kind td' war eqni- coived the news of it, a courier had carried 
alent to a perfidious neutrality. Succours to Italy, wh^-t!;*,Kmpeifor then was, new 
were demanded of England, and to gain protfesfifioif-tof at t-iclim-yit common 

'time, attempts were made to deceive your cause of the continent, Pie announced the 
Majesty by vain declarations; scruples were rctmii of M. dc Lema, who had notquRted 
alleged upon some of the conscquence-s of Lisbon, and the arrival of the ambassador ex- 
tbe war when none were entertained upon traordin.iTy, M. de. Marialva, probably the 
■w’ltr itself, -wliich breaks all ties.——In vain dupe, as was the courier, of tho bad faith of 

did your Majc.sty, deigning to condescend to her court.-Portugal Is at length delivered 

the.se pretended scruples, modity your first J from the yoke of England; yonr Majesty 
demands—the same refusals were renewed— occupies*!! with yotir troops—it had been 
Portugal made promise.s, but delayed the ex- left defenceless on the sea side, and a pmt 
^ufton under different pretexts. Atone of the cannon on her coa.sts had been spiked, 
time it was the Prince of Beira, a child of Thus England menaces her at present, block- 
■ twelve years, who was to be sent to the Bra- adcs her ports, and would lay w'aste her 
eils to defend that colony—at another time it shores. Spain has had fears for Cadiz—she 
was a squadron expected from the Medifer- has had fears for Ceuta. It is against tbat 
ranean, which it was wished-to have in safe- part of the world that the English appear to 
ty in the Tagus,—Thus Portugal, embarras- wish to direct their secret expeditious. They 
sed in her ariififes, jfiaking with the Court have embarked troops* at Gibraltar—they 
of London engagements, real and useful to have recalled from that quarter those which 
the English, with France, vague and pre- had been driven from the Levant, and a part 
tended engagements, \rated for succours of those which they had accumulated in the 
and advice froth England, sought to delay city. Their cruizers on the coast of Spain 
the measuies of the cabinet, and, humilia- become more vigilant, and seem to wish to 
ting herself before both, blindly committed revenge upon that kingdom the reverses they 
to the chance of events, the interests, per- have experienced in the Spani.sh colonies, 
baps the existence of a nation, which nnani- All ihe peninsula de.scrves to fix particularly 
moasly desired her not to give them up *10 a the attention of your Majesty. • • 

power so fatal to all its allies.—The epoch Report of the Minister of IVar on the Men- 
which your Maje^ had fixed for Ihe ex- sures taken l>/ France under the present 
pected determination, wj^ich you jaad con- circumstances.—-dth Jan. * 

aented to prolong fur a month, arrived. Por- Your Majesty ordered me to form the 
tugal decided her oT(;n fate. She broke off first and seco/jd corps of observation of -the 
her last connections with the continent, by Gironde. The first of those corp.s^ 60^-* 
reducing the French and Spanish legations manded by Genera] Jiinot, h,i.s conquered 
to the necessity of qnining I.isbon.—Porto- Portugal. The head of the scdbnd is ready 
gal has placed herself in a state of war with to follow the first, if circumstance.s require 
France, notwithstanding the benevolent dis- it. Youf Majesty, whose vigilance is never 
position of your^Majesty towards her. War at fault, wished tte borps of ol)servai|pn of 
with Portogal is a painful but necessary du- the ocean, confided to Marshal Moncey, to 
*y-—Ti’he interest of the continent, from be in the third line. 
whence the English ought to be excluded, (To be continued) ' 

PHBted by Cox and Baylis, No. 74. Great Qumii Street, and pubHdiCa % R. Bagirhaw, Bridges Strew, 
eareat tetdea, w^e former NujjnUeis may be bad ; sobl also by J, Budd^ Crown and Mitre, Pall 
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** A progtiwtion of honours and rewards, particularly for militarv services, is one of tluj^strongest marks 
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summary OF POLITICS. 

Loro Lake (continued from page 3T5.) 
It was oltfefVed before, butHs not unworthy 
o*f being aga:’\^ob.<!erved, tliSt in making the 
grant to the family of I^ord Lake, both par¬ 
ties were perfectly of accord. They can 
wrangle hpon other points j they can dis¬ 
pute, inch by ii?ch,y^»l?Sut pagers relating to 
any natrU'».r-?!4!CTwn they can* trump up a 
5 jharge agaih.st each other, amounting to an 
allegation that they are respectively unfit for 
place. This is all fair play ; but, when it is 
a question of merely pftblic interest j -and es¬ 
pecially wlien the money of the public is 
proposed to be granted to one, or any, of 
themselves, the two factions, like two law • 
-yers at the end of a pleading, am all polite¬ 
ness and complaisance, all liberality and 
generosity; they seem to strive to their 
utmost to out-do each other in protesting 
against every thing that is menn.——Ot 
Lord Lake the people of England know 
nothing. There are not, in all probability, 
two persons out of a thousand, in the coun¬ 
try, who know *hat there ever was such 
man in existence ; and now that his name 
come.s to be frequently mentioned, the first 
question you heaV, is, “ who and what was 
he ?’’ It is impossible to make the people 
believe, that a person, of whom they have 
never heard before, should merit, out of 
the fruits of their labour, such large sums of 

money.-Mr. Pauli has, in a public letter, 

slated that this lord, for several years, was 
in the receipt of not less than twentj^ thou¬ 
sand pounds annually. Nobody has con- 
Irad'cted this statement, and, I believe, no¬ 
body can, with truth, contradict It. He 
had, besides, a lucrative sinecure, and his 
pay as a colonel of a regiment. *Yet, the 
demand upon the public purse is now made, 
under the allegation, that he died poor, and 
that his family stands in need of something 
from the public, wherewith to mairn'kin a 
degree of splendour suitable to the title of 
nobility. - Itord Folkestone objected to this 
ple^f ppverty, and well he might; for, if 
it ^admitted, where Shall we ho’w to find 
an end to the demands proceeding thereqn f 
The plea of one pour man is as good as that 
of anqther poor manand, if we confine the | 


concession to those who have titles of no¬ 
bility, the number, God knows,- js by no 
means small. Admit the validity of this 
plea, and it follows, that, when once a title 
is bestow'ed, for services real or pretended, 
that tbe nation, w'hatever may be its circum¬ 
stances, is bound to maintain the family for 
ever afterwards. No matter ‘whence the 
poverty may have arisen. No matter from 
what extravagance, what fullies, what vices; 
if, without any inquiry as to these points, 
the parliament is to grant money, upon the 
bare plea of poverty, as it has done in the 
present instance, it is nn matter what the 
cause of the poverty may be j and, il we 
lived under a race of profligate princes (a 
case w'hich history proves not to be impos¬ 
sible), some of them might first pillage and 
impoverish a subject, and then send him to 
parliament upon the plea of poverty, making 
use of their party connections for the purpose 
of thus disguisedly perpetrating their rob¬ 
beries of the people. A case of this sort, is 
not, indeed, to be apprehended at the present 
time; but, it is sufificient to show, that it 
may possibly exlstj in order to prevent the 
establishing of the precedent in question.— 
But, seeing th^t poverty is the plea for a 
grant, out of opr earnings, of nine thousand 
pounds in ready money,”’ and two thousand 
pounds a year in perpetuity; seeing that the 
taxes of the nation are to be mortgaged to 
the amount of fifty or .sixty thousand pounds 
(not one hundred thousand as stat^ by mis¬ 
take in my last) upon this plea,we may, 
surely, be pirmitted to ask, how Lord Lake ♦ 
became poor ? Mr, Paull’s statement re- 
spectisg the pecuniary aftairs of this lord is 
as follows, and, before he peruses it, the 
reader is requcsted4o bear in mind, that 
this statement has not been contradicted. 
Let the conduct of Lord Lake at Lin- 
celles, and on the continent, and in Carle- 
ton-house, have been ever so meritorious 
(foD even Lord Castlereagh will liardiy 
bring to our remembrance bis services at 
Kiilala or in any other part of Ireland). I 
maintain that he was more than ahnply 
remunerated. He had bis regiment, and 
he had the government of PI) mouth. In, 
l&OQ, he was otfered a red ribbon ; but. 
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" in preference, he pressed for, and obtain- 
" ed, priucip'illy through the/influencd of 
*' his R yal Highness the rrisice of Wales, 
“ the Bituhriun the mo?t U’.crative that the 
crown could beSlcnv on a military man — 
that of (y)nimaiidcr-in-chief, and senior 
member of the council of Bengal, with a 
*' fixed salary, exclusive of powerful patro- 
nage, and the means of providing for liis 
“ fanjily, of ,ilG,0()0 per annum, paid 
** mojrthly, in a cov.ntry vvliere tljc legal in- 
** terost is twelve jicr cent.—a situation that 
** no military tnan, for many years past, 
was allowed to remain in for more than 
three oV four years at most j a jtcriod 
during which a splendid fo-mne may ho- 
*' nowraljiy be acepured.—-Lord Lake was 
** appointed in l!ii(X). and arrived in Bengal 
" eaily in the following year, and I assert as 
a fact, what I can pn.vo, and I dare tlie 
“ friends of I,imi l,ak- to <!eny it, that pie- 
vioiis to Aiign^l, It’C.J, the breaking out 
" of the jMabraita w.ir, loci Lake had 
“ saved siiHicient to pay in'o the hands of 
" Mr. John llucld (who received a monthly 
** instalment, on account of those having 

* claims, in Kngiaud, on Lord Lake), the 
enormous sum of 38,000, which, I was 

»** well assured by those who had the ma- 
nngeineut of the fund, was the whole 

“ debts of the deceased general.-After 

*[ the ptymeiits to Mr, Uadd rff .^'38,000, 
“ General Lake took the field against the 
** Mahraitas. At Allrgheer, Deliii, and 
Agrah (exclusive of grain, cattle, and 
stores, to a gicat amount in value, and of 
*• every descrip'ion), the cum, in actual mo- 
** ney, was, eigijt lacs at Alleghcer j ten at 
Delhi; and at Agrah, though statecl atonly 
24 lacs in I.ord Lake’s dispatches, the 
*• actual sum was 34 ; but taking his own 
“ statement of money (exclnsire of cattle, 
graini and stores), 8 at iillcgheer, ten at 
" Delhi, and 24 ai Agrah, those sums rnake 
** 42 lacs of rupees, which, at fJ2,.500 for 
“ the lac (the rate at which the mcibev was 
borrowed by the ConJpauy) Lsrd l,ake 
“ received, at these places, one-eighth of 
'• ,ife’525,000, ora stim exceeding-fO'5,000; 
*' the elephants, camels, horses, grain, and 
** valuables, with the whole of tlie camp 
equipage taken at Alleghcer, Coil, Delhi, 
** Agrah, Laswarce, Sassiiee, Bidjighecr, 

* Cpllhurab, &c. attendant on Hitidostauce 
*• .'irmies, amounting to J30,00() fighting 
*0 men, exceeded the value of 50 lacs 'of 
*• rupees^, br i£'fi24,000 sterling. But fake 
*■ t^eir value only at equal amount to the 
“ specie, and Gen. Lake r€;reived a sum in 

A* qvriKe'nione/of at Ijjast £4130,000 st«- 
From Sept. 1803 to April lb(>7, 

. • * » 


Gen. Lake received, c.xclusivc of the in-' 
torest, accruing from this enurntous stini« 
and exclusive of field-allowances, Ihe’sura 
of iL’sS.OCX), paid monthly, or exchange^ 
for company paper, (making, wit h 
.sum paid *Mr. Rudd, au_ aggragJlF of 
" 22'1,000, exclusive 'of tl»<-' uumcDsc 

“ amouiftof interest iec(?lved in Judin; and 
“ yet, notwithstanding these well know'u 
facts Lin’d Casiieieagh has the audacity 
" to come to garliament for a grant, from 
“ the bindened people of Gr'?^Britain^of 
“ ,y 2,000 per ann. for thejj«<^^t-or oi’the 

“ deccaitcd genera).-•’llut, gf-mlcmcn, 

" this is not all. Lord Lake tarriwl with 
him to India, his son George Augustus 
" LaJiC, a 1Tl“;bj4^afmy, as his aid-de- 

“ ramp and military secr^lSf. r;4iB«+*'.iho, as 
'* .such, became postmaster in tii'e field, ^id 
I “ lor a consideiable time acting adjutant- 
general, orquaiter-ma.ster-general, to the 
Knig’s forces seriTnig in Imlia ; which si- 
tuation gave him increased rank and pay. 
'' Exclusive of the tfmolumcjjts arising from 
*“ the latter appoinlmenl, captain, now 
" Liciit.-\^olond Lake, from the hour of fcis 
“ arriving in India, received fliving in the 
" Jamity of tiisfalherj a monthly allowance 
*' of..4’750, or c 48,000 per ann., exclusive 
“ of interest, his allowance for six years 
“ exceeded 4’48,(X)0, and in that period he 
“ received also a further sum, exceeding- 
“ *4 i. 5.0()0 for prize-money, making an 
“ aggregate of ,4’d3,0(Xl sterling, exclusive 
“ of the interest, acciunulated by monthly 
“ p.iyments. Thus I have proved, that the 
late Lord L ike, and h’is ’young son, re- 
" ceived a sum, in six years, greatly ex- 
“ cceding 4£’300,()00; and yet, without 
“ consulting the fame of the deceased, or 
" the distresses of the country, the King’s 
" ministers dare to propose the grant J have 
" mentioned ; and it is yet to be seen, if 
“ there is one member bold enough to resistf 
“ it in the Hoii.se of Commons.”—“-Now, 
as I have before observed, this statementxif 
Mr. Pauli (for the making of i which he is 
entitled to the thanks of the public) has hi- 
theirto • remained' unanswered. There is, 
indeed, no reason to suppose that it is ma¬ 
terially iororrect. The sources of Ijord, 
l^ike's wealth are pointed out; the amount 
of ft mentioned in detail ; the statement 'rs, 
made public; and'there is pot any ground 
for suppo,sing, that it has not proceeded 
from public motives. Three’ hundred thou 
sand pounds, therefore, allowing i^y> be 
fifty thousand pounds more or less, is, ac¬ 
cording to the best evidence that we possess, 
the sum, which, within the last seven years, 
has come into the'hands, aiui! becoine the 
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} )roperty, ©f Lord Take afid of the heir to 
(is title. How,'then, ha6 this money been' 
ppeat ? Whither is it gone ? ‘ One of two 
facts is certain : cither it has been squander- 
a'way, or it is for the greater part, 

. Ijet those, who bow come to 
the ogP^Ss^gd^naljoti with the plea of po¬ 
verty, chouse as to which side* of the di¬ 
lemma they prefer.-Mr. Whitbiead said, 

that he was disposed to resist the proposed 
grant; but, when he heard the plea of po¬ 
verty adva^/'jd. he was obliged to give way. 
Give way jk^hat, without sany inquiry, to 
ascertain' wlictt)lr4Jie pica was founded, or 
not? Upon other points; upon poin*^s where 
party inlcivstsare at stake, Mr. Whitbread 
can express liLs <1»)uht^R.,/'*ithe correctness 
of theassfrtipqs.^^'fhe niini.^teiS. Ni?y, he 
can contradict, flatly contradict those asser- 
ti5hs. But, wiien the question is whether 
Ihe public money shall be given av/ay, he 
lias no doubts at .all, it seems, and scorns to 
be so illiberal as to call for any inquiry, for 
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new school, such as Mr. Roscoe, while they 
seem to grudge,a guin.?a for the defence of' 
England heiielf, are ready to grant miiUons 
for the " securing,and extending of our 
" Empire in tho East,” The grant of a 
million of pounds to the'East India Compa¬ 
ny (which already owes the nation six oj 
seven millions) passes the House of Cotfl- 
mens without a single word of comment, 
from any quarter of that Assembly •; and, 
thefe appears to be little doubt, that tha 
whole of the debts of that Company, the 
individuals of which are gaining great riches^ 
will finally, and, perhaps, very shortly, be 
thrown upon the nation, which is already 'O 
taxed as to leave no man in possession of 
any thing, which, in the true sense of the 
word, he can oil his qitw, even the pro¬ 
prietors of the soil being little else than the 
stewards of the ministry.——This is the 
.situation, in which wc are, when a demand 
is made upon us for money to support the 
dignity of a family, which, during the last 


any proof, whatever. Tie delights to dwell seven years, have received out of the .taxes 

. • * »7.f ._«■* .1 j. s. ixK _ % 


war i 


upon the miseries occasioned by the 
l]g backs the petitions of those w^o call for 
peace; he bids the ministers look to the 
“ hundreds of thousands of .starving manu- 
*' facltirersbut, he appears to forget, 
that it is the taking of the fruiis of tlic peo¬ 
ple’s labour, and the bestowing of them 
.upon those who do not labour; that this, 
and this alone is the real cause of national 
distress. War cre.ites distress in the .same 
way; but, it appears strange, that he, vvho 
BO sorely laments over those who are dis¬ 
tressed by the war, should have no feeling 
for the distress occasioned by pecuniary 

grants.-I'his grant to the family of Lord 

Lake is another of the expences which India 
has brought upon England. It has been 
proved, over and os'er again, tli.nl the posr 
iession of India is injurious to ihis country, 
and a benefit to the East India Company 
only. .But, the tliousands of evils attending 
that ppssession are bidden from the sight of 
roost men ; amd, indeed, if one reflects for a 
moment'on the means which have been 
used, by the poiVerfnl parties interested, to 
persuade the nation, that the possession of 
India is necessary to the well-being of Eng¬ 
land; it is not to be ■wondered at, that de- 
Wtion so compicte should generally prevail. 

. The poor-houses of England are, in the one 
‘fourth part, i^hapB, mied by the influence 
of India. .That is' the accursed channel, 
tbroij{j^ which much of the fruit of English 
kidustry pastes’ into the possession of those 
who do nothing. Yet, for the keeping open 
of this accursed channel we are content to 
«weat and to pay, and your patripU of the 


•I raised upon us, three hundred thousand 
pounds. For, observe, it is a gross decep¬ 
tion to represent this sura as having been 
derived from any other source. 'Hie pUto- 
der of (he Mahrattas, for instance, consist¬ 
ed, I suppose, of gold and jewels, amongst • 
other things ; but, the army of India; the 
fleet of India; the wars for tho preservation 
of India ; the thousand of expences on ac¬ 
count of India, arc from English resources, 
and 'we shall find. That, ,in this circuitous 
way, all that is gliined by Indian adventurers, 
comes frojfj the sweat of our brows. Look 
into the account *of the money annually 
voted by parliament; see* what immense 
sums arc voted oo account of India, while, 
on the other side, not one penny is received 
from India, in atiy shape, or under any 
n.sme. Out of these sums it is, that Lord. 
Lake and his son have, according to the 
statement of Mr. Pauli, in his excellent let¬ 
ter above quoted, received three hundred 
thousand pounds. Wiiat (hey have received 
in the w^y of salary, pay, or allowances, or- 
under wh.itever other n^jme tha fiogerers of 
our earnings Itave been able to invent, ob¬ 
viously comes from the taxes, because you 
will find, in tlie accounts before-mentioned, 
millions paid to tbe East India Company, 
for expences, real or pretended, of wars fot 
their own protection, wh'de it notorious, 
that they arc millions in debt to the nation ; 
and while it is equally notorious, that they, 
have a debt, which the nation is finally to 
take upon itself, which debt has, ofeourse, 
partly arisen from the sums of mon^ paid 
to Lord l<ake apd his sun. Where is th*‘ 



3011 l»OUTICAL REGISTER—iorrf Iflie. W 


difterence to ws, whether we pav three hjin- 
(Ired tfiouMnd pounds directly tt Lord Lake 
and his sen, or wheth^ that sum be paid 
to them by a company, wlio receive the 
money from us) without havinsj given us 
any value for it ? therefore, i< the 

true light, in which to view liie transaction ? 
we have, during the last seven years, paid 
three “hundred thousand pounds to J.ord 
J itike and his successor, and now that Lord 
I,ake is dead, that successor comes to us for 
the means of supporting his dignity, he 
being too poor to support it out of his own 
purse.- — 1 object to the monuvievt also, not 
merely as a thing of expcnce, but as not be¬ 
ing merited. 1 know of no deeds of great 
valour performed by Lord Lake, or by any 
Commander, that has ever been in India. 
Even Lord Cornwallis was a hero there. It 
is an iiifcnor species of warfare which is 
there'can ied on. It is again.st a people not 
to be counted against Europeans. I should 
as soon think.of a monument for a man, 
’,io, with a pack of mastifls, h.id vanquished 
a numerous herd of cattle. We despise the 
iilea of ** the conquerors of Peru and ' 
Mexico,” yet, it would be impossible to 
point out any essential difference in the two 
cases. The heroes, indeed, w'ho return 
from India', will tell you tliat they have had 
bloody fellows to encounter; but, you have 
always this one fact wherewith to answer 
them : that there are thirty or forty millions 
' of those bloody fffllowi, kept in subjection, 
nay in abject slavery, by a thousandth part 
of their number of Europeans. I'here is 
1)9 valour to be displayed* in the defeating of 
such people; and, tiierelbre, none of the 
rewards of valour ought to attend it. The 
p.irli.iment may, as far as they can go, put 
the name of I^rd Lake upon a level .with 
that of Lord Nelson ; but they cannot, thank 
God, give it any other than its proper place 
in the minds of the people. “ Brave 
man !” *' oh gallant man I” They may 
repeat this as long as l]jey plea.se. Titey 
' may even pass a vote to that amdhnt; but 
the people will still Itave their own opinions; 
or rather, they will have no opinion at all 
about what they have never heard of; and 
they iSvill remain hbarj-whole though fifty 
JjO^ 'I^kes should expire in a year. Sir 
Frands Rurdett appears, from the report of 
his speeiin; -to have made somethmg sound¬ 
ing like efi apology for denying Lord Lake 
tf> have discovered any proofs of' great mi¬ 
litary prowess} but, surely, there required 
no apology -for speaking the truth, which 
ought to be spekeu, and freely too, of the 
.»*«Rid as w-.-!l as of the Kving ; for, as to flte 
nsa-vifi; that i^o harm is to^e said of the 


I dead, if it meansony thing more than that 
particular care should be taken not to ex- 
aggerate, and not to speak evil of tbenf on- 
iiccessarily, it is perfectly absurd; becau^ 
the observgncp of it rousit, of C0Br8e,j||r^ud^ 
biography and history, not only topJ^sTout 
as far .is ^ produced any %flfecFnP^llf mis¬ 
chievous. What, I would ask the reader, 
must be the character of that maxiai, the 
observance of which would transform the 
Newgate Calendar into a sctIcs of pane¬ 
gyrics ? Tlie gil>beted robber ii^ad as w.ell 
as the peculator or corrppro/ or borough- 
monger'whom he murdered j and, if the 
circumstance of death is to sea^ up our lips 
with regard to thpjatter, ^here is the justice 
of hanging .up the ’lfb'. 'Mer that his name 
may be held in execration'd710??JTatf the last 
of his bones shall remain unreduced torits 
native dust, nay as lung as the fragment of 
the durable of^wood and of metal, shall 
retain the signs of having been dedicated to 
the commemorat'ion of guilt ? Where is the 
justice of this ? Let those who are advocates 
for the jnaxim answer me the question. 
Indeed, there seems to be no reason for tliis 
maxim, other than that it has been found in 
some Latin author, who, in all probability, 
was actuated by a selfish motive, and whose 
doctrine, therefore, will, it is to be feared, 
never want an abundance of advocates. 
If ever there be an occa.sion, where thp roe.^ 
fits of a person deceased ought to be freely 
discussed, it surely is when a claim is pre¬ 
ferred, founded upon those merits. A similar 
discussion in history is useful, and, there¬ 
fore, proper; but, in a case' like the present 
it is absolutely necessary to the ends of 
justice; and, if the persons, who are to 
decide upon the claim, act in trust for 
others, and yet shun the discussion, they 

are guilty of a breach of that trust. - - 

But, 1 may be'asked, why these observa¬ 
tions, now that the monument project has 
been given up? The observations apply to 
the grant of money as well as to tbe'monu- 
ment; but, the proposition Was made, and 
it was, from very shame only that it was 
abandoned. Hour was it abandoned too ? 
What were the reasons given ? These rea¬ 
sons are worthy of being recorded, lord 
Ci^lereagh, who bad on the 29th of Feb. 
given notice, that he should move for the 
monument, came to the House of Com* 
mous, on the 2d of March, and •aid', thaf, 
in calling the attention of the d^puse to 
the notice respecting a tnotunnei^to be 
erected to the memory of lord Lake, 
which bad been suspended by a notice, 
having a prior claim to iReatteotion of the 
'^house, on a former night, did.not mean 
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" to recar to that notice, or again to offer to meddle with; andliballbe glad to know 
" the boose the motion which was the sob» what he meant bythe difficulties of par* 
"ject of it. Having communicated with ** Itamentarjj/ojm that had arisen" to pre- 
" many persons devoted to the memory of vent his raotioo for tlie monument. His 
j/ lord Lake, and participating in the high lordship is famous feff talking much and say- 
^•^fvition in wbmh^he held (hS services iog little, and tins is an instance of his ta* 
“^^Bateall^ man,' he found that it was lent in tliat way. 1 know of no “ parlia- 
" thc^g«TCri!^wis(l of those persons to give '* mentary form” that there was to picvatt 
''•way to ike diffkullm of par Hhmeniar^ the making of the motion, of which notice 
form that had arisen. The family of the • had been given. No: what he mig|^t have 
“ noble lord, deeply penetrated with a sense said, w as, that the opposition which the 
of gratitudej'or the vote p|ssed the other grant had ii<ct with, made him fear, that 
" night, was willing to rest ^ts claims on the the monument might meet with a much 
** public louhiy. j hetiL nither than press a stronger opposition. Perhaps thirty or forty 
“ point upon whiefiwany of those who bad ptisoiis might have spoken against it. This, 
voted in approbation of lord Lake's gene* however, hd would not have regarded j but, 
** ral merit and ^rvirus, may be found in it was the division that he was afraid of, and 
“ opposition. In . feeling he thought it he was quite sure, that the house would be 
" his di!ty to ,,ijncede; but be could not divided, seeing that illiberal" man, Sir 
Jielp lamenting that parliament appeared Francis Burdett, would, in probability, be 
“ to have laid it down as a principle, that present. To havecairi^ the question by 
*' the glorious testimony of a public raonu- mere dint of office and of influence would 
“ raent was to be confined to the services of have been a little too barefaced, and he saw 
"•those who died in battle. Lord Howe’s that it was to becaiiiedin no other way, 
" monument was the only exception to this j llie reasons which he gave for withdrawing 
“ rule, foi that ot lord Cornwallis’s stood * his notice were truly worthy of iiini and of 
‘‘■on very distinct grounds. He*admitted the claimants. ‘‘ The family of the noble 
" that the limitation to those who died fu " lord was willing to rest its claims upon the 

" battle was a good and convenient general " vote already passed.” "That is to say, they 

‘‘ principle. But at the same time, when weic not sublimated by their nobility out of 

" monuments were held to be the most their sober senses; and that like good, pru- 
",appropriate maiks of public gratitude, as dent, philosophical people, tlicy preferred 
hieing at the same time most honorable to ** the solid pudding to the empty praise;’’ 

" the deceased, and best calculated to excite or, at any rate being provided for them* 

" emulation in tire minds of posteiity, it selves, they were ctintent to waive their 

‘‘ seemed to be a strange exclusion that pie* claims to tliat which was ttfiiave done honour 

“ vented a lord Lake, a loid Rodney, and a to the memotv of him, upon the alledged 

" lord Duncani from being found among merits of whutii, siiey had claimed and db^ 

** tbe illustrious heroes thus consecrated to tamed that piuvtsion — -j cannot dismiss 

" fame, while many persons of much in- this subject, w ithout going back a little to 
" ferior rank and merit were so honoured, notice tlie reported spoet h of Mr. BAKKhs, 

*‘ The distinction would never be asked hut on the 2()ih of Febiuary. ‘‘ He thougiit 
" for striking examples of merit and ser* “ the question might be judiciously divided; 

" vice, and the reward may safely be grant- " he could not resist the grant of the 

" ed without the fear of deviating into " p’ension to loid Lake, and differed on this 

" abuse,' It would certainly be no injuiy to " he did on many other topicst from an 
" those who fell in battle, tor imit to a paiti* " hon. luiom-t. lie thought, tliat to li; 

‘' cipation of this honour, those who had " beialljr icward brilliant services was, in 

" equally entitled themsdves by victory, ‘‘ all cases, the best economy. He object* 

and who bad no other bar to theil claim " ed, however, to tBe retrospective date 

" but that of a greater interval of time be- " commencing at 1803. He disapproved 

*' tween their service and their death. It ‘‘ also of extending the grant beyond the 

** was not the death but the service that was " present loid Laice’s successor, tie sen- 

the proper object of leward."——I ^ill " smed the pi hiciple of annexing, of course, 

not pester the reader with any remarks upon ‘‘ pensiotts to peeifiges for the mere putpou 

these%/iiiiionf of his lordship, which are of ‘‘ of sttslaiiting the tank of the patty. It 

no more importance than the conversation ‘' a late review of the iicusion list w'bich Gel 

whiob passed at motliev Catalaui's, when he " to his lot, with olheis, in the ainha/gt v, 

and bis wife, the otlier day, were honoured by " acettain duty, he was iony tojiiid si 

an admission to a select party of that celo- y*** many names of high tank on that li»i 

brated squollcr. His facts am all that 1 siull*^ IIu thought that liie hoiftiur of a niauu 
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•' ineft shonW be confined to those who '* ofhigh rank” which Mr. Bankes lies fomid . 

“ had fallen in victory, or died in coiwe- upon thepeiibion list, I wonder whether bis , 

qncnce of wounds received lA the artirni eyertstr d, for a moment, upon the name of 

“ tliat led to victory.” AstoMr Bar.kes’s j Lady l^nsa Pugi-t, a daughter of the Earl, 
differing fmrn Sir, I'rai^c's Rurilt tt, upon of Uxbiiil^e, who has a fortune of, perhaps^ 
many other" topics cs well as that of this sixty thousfind pounds a year.^ This 
gr%nt of the public money, it was lu’.rd could not hav e been granted of 

jy neceuiiary to declare; it; foi, 1 will veu- poverty, and yet, I,have never heard of any 

tvire to say, that tliere are not ten men very brilliant services th.it Lady Louisa has, 
in the whole nation, who ever did, or tendered the country; nor is it, indeed,, 
ever will, couple their names together, t e.asy to conceive, how she can, in any pos-. 
If, howe'er, we may judge fiom the sible way, h.ivC'been of setvie« to that pub- 
answer of the baronet, the declaration is lie, from whose earnings Addington 
not likely to have any very serious effect flionghl it proper to“oli^3tf^r a pension, 
upon ejtiier bi.s health or his .spirits; for, he This i.s very'* indeScatc,” it will be said., 
is reported to have said (and he is not apt to A man must bea very brute to ask for the rea- , 
disguise his‘sentimeht.s). that iie was con- sons wdiy histnoDcv4»t akcn hV the tax-gatherer 
fident, that he should be able to console ai’.dgiVeij lotrXadyljOulsSssJjJlt yv’.hep a poor 
himself for the want of a participation in wci.ran comes to ask relief from the parish, 
principle with the honourable gcuilcman. it is not at all “ indelicate" to enip-.ire, afld. 

■-Mr.. Baukes might as well have said most rigidly, too, into the grounds of her 

nolhjng about the pension list, until U I.ad claim; and, there is; besides, a law'to con[i- 
been foith coming ; for it is now nearly a pel fathers, who are able,, to mayitain such 
year since the making of it out was of their children (of wh.atcvcr age they may 

upon the amended, or rather, the changed, Ubc), as are incapable of maintaining ihem-. 
motion of Lord Cochrane. In that list, his j selves; a^iint, from which, I think, M^. 
lordship wished to have stated only the Bankc-.s arid his colleagues of the finance 
names of niemlers of the House of Com- committee may, if they are so disposed, de- 
,.»aons and their relations, only the names of derive considerable profit. 

the guardians of the public purse,” who Mk. Stbei.k. -This gen-Icman, whose 

touched out of that purse. This was over- ormie made a great figure in the wranglings 
ruled, and all the pensioners were to be put of last year, is now newr mentioned." The _ 
into one li.st. This list, however, hangs public will bear .the circumstances in mind*' 
back. When it comes, any one will be Mr. Slecle was one of the army paymasters; 
corapetgnt to movo for a division of it; for, he was succeeded by Lord Temple;'Lord 
the thing to be desired is, a list of all the Temple found that Mr. Steele had taken out. 

members of the House of Commons, who .a large .sura of the public money without any 

receive, by themselves or tljeir relations, any projjer authority; these facts were laid before 
sums of money but of the taxes, that is to a committee, called the finance committee;' 
say, out of the sums which they annually a report from this committee was upon the 
vote away. This is the list which thena- point of being made, when the short parlia- 
tioii wants to be funli^hed with ; and we ment was dissolved; and, as the public will. 

bhall Irave it, sooner or later.-1 perfectly hardly need to be reminded, the whig papers 

agree,wnh Mr Hankes in censuring die prac- a8.serted, that, in order to avoid the pnblish- 

tice “ of annexing, as a matter of course, ing of this report, the ministers resolved 
“■ pcnsioiis to peerages for the mere purpose upon a sudden dissolution. Yet, mark the 
of subtainiug the rank of the^ party;" sequel, one wK ole session, and half another 
but, L should censure equally, the peering session, have now passed, and nut one word 
of nten,,.merely becau-sethej have, nomai- havctl^ose whigs .said aj)OUt Mr. Steele and' 
ter how., got pttssession-of iiumeusc snm.s of his money! ; that would not suit their 
m ley, .aqd .are, thereby, enabled to bring purposes wou'. They have other game j and, 
'Eeve.-al, votes into parliament. ITinow that having taken time to cool, they have consU 
• I have The,.misfortune to differ, in this re- der^d, perhaps, thatitwouldnotbe “Tiberar/ 
epcci, frotji ;fhe Edinburgh revievjjers, who to press hard upon poor " Tommy Steele.” 
thiiikthisitheoDly rhodf of obtaining'* a true As to public justice, that ia quite atjothet. 
*' representation of the people;'* but neither matter.* And yet, with facts like ibis' 
that circihmstanfe nor the silence of Mr, before his eyes j vyith 'many sack facts,* 
BaiilCes'upon the subject, does stall lend to there is a correspondent, in the present Ilieet, 
couvipce"me, th.at.a man ought to be made who complains of my hostility to'the. Whigs, 
a lord merely hiccause he has amassed a largeki J will answer him at length in'anpther Num- 
aum of money.-Amrsngsfthe “ names '‘ ber j but, I will now obswe, tbatltoyq 
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not been able to discover, in .any part of 
their conduct, one proof of their desire to 
'^‘jpromote tlie infjjsrests or booour of the conn* 
t try, and that, as far as relates to the ma- 
■•^Mgetn^t of the public • tponey, 1 think 
tA^Of n worse thab their successpVs. The 
very ini thir^ that they should have set 
about was^’IS^uify into this atlair of Steele, 
r,It*was an affair of the utmost in)|lbrtance; 
'and it was peculiarly their duty, as guardians 
of the people’s money. This is the sort of 
matters relating to which they, should move 
for, papers. Toe power of, the House of 
Commons is si.rplv tliis,power of the purse-, 
but, for reasons whic^t are now obvious to all 
‘the world,,this is the only power, which 
the regularly trailed opposiiion seem never 
to wish to exercise^.,- • 

Arm'^, - Luiif Castlereagh has, I per- 

•ceive, 'given notice of his intention to in¬ 
troduce into the Mutiny bill of this year a 
clause to give recruits the choice of enlisting 
for S/e, or for term of^ years. This is, in 
fact, to repeal the law for term of years; 
because there is no doubt, hut by subseciuent 
bill, or regulation, the ministers will take 
care that there shall be no eulisiltnent for 
terip of years.-If there ever w'as a mea¬ 

sure, in their approbation of which all men 
of sober judgment might be said to be 
unanimous, it was that of changing tjie mi¬ 
litary service to term of years. There was 
only one little knot of men, under the im¬ 
mediate guidance of stupidity, substantia], 
tangible stupidity, eccompanied' with obsti¬ 
nacy proverbial, that opposed this measure, 
and that, too, from motives too bad and 
base to admit of'description. Yet, is this 
measure now to be rehdered nugatory by a 
side-vt'ind clause of an act of parliament, 
made for the professed purpose of punishing 
mutiny and desertion, two crimes chiefly to 
be ascribed to the want of this very measure. 
The reasons for changing the engagement of 
soldiers from that of for life to that of term 
of years have been so often stated, and re- 
niat»' so completely unansw'ered, that it 
would be a waste of time to repeat the state* 
mentof them here; but, it may not be un¬ 
necessary to point out some of the* conse¬ 
quences, which will result from the passing 
of the clause now proposed. The first will 
be a falltirg otF in the numbers recruited for 
the regular army, unless a higher bounty be 
given; for, it never can be in thecontem- 
'platidu of any man in his senses to create a 
•fotf competition between the two conditions 
of service, it being evident that none but an 
ideot will enlist for life at the same bounty 
which is held out'to him to induce him to 
fnJUt for 6v«-4r seven years, Yei j it i|.^ 


self-evident that none but a real ideot, a iurea^ 
ture that is incapable of distinguishing iiit 
ounde of bre^d from a whole loaf, will ev«r 
be persuaded to work twelve hours fof at) 
shilling, whe;n he dih have, from (lie same 
master, and for die very same sort ot work, 
a shilling for working only three- or four 
hours. The clause, therefore, must be in¬ 
tended to produce no effect at all, unless it 
• be attended with some regulation giving . r- 
perior inducements to the service tor M . 
The chief of these inducements must be of 
a pecuniary nature; that is to say, a higher 
bounty must be given, and then we come 
back again to all the evils of high bount)', 
which have been so long a subject of general . 
lamentation. We shall again have men de¬ 
serting in a post chaise and four; and, after' 
all, so many men will not be raised at once 
for the regular army ; more frequent drafts 
must be made from die militia, and more 
frequent applications to the oppre.ssed and 

allrighted parislies,'^^-Another consequence 

will be this: there will be a distinction made 
between the treatment of the men, who 
have enlisted for term of year.*, and those 
who have enlisted for life, uule.ss the former 
choose to chati^e the condititJii of tlieir ser¬ 
vitude. I leave any man, who kiw'ws any 
thing of the army, to judge of the slate into « 
which this will throw a regiment. I leave 
him to judge of the many acts of oppression 
that will herefrom arise. No terni-of-ycgrs 
men must be k-ft; for then their example' 
would be fata!; mut'viy and desertion would 
inevitably be the. consequence. They must 
be frowned upon; the door of promotkn 
must be shut against diem with die hand 
kept upon the krt<,'li (o sig^iify, that it may 
be opened upon - their comidiance. Thus 
will each regiment be deprived of the best 
services of the best of its men, who, feel¬ 
ing, as they must, the injustice exercised, 
towards them, w'tll have nothing left them 
but* to hang or blind or maim them¬ 
selves, or to detert. I do really think, 
that if party malignity should so far 
prevail las to effect the adoption of the 
clause above-mentioned, it will be very likely 
to give rise to a general mutiny.— Tins 
sudden change in the military system, in 
that part ef it which is certainly the most 
important, must exdte contempt for the go¬ 
vernment in the minds of the soldiers. It 
is a matter that concerns them 011 so closely, 
th.it they must think about it, and they doll 
talk about it. What must they, then, tbyik 
and say of this capriciousuess in law-giving ? 
Lord Castlereagh is deceived, if he supposes, 
'that they have their cyciishiU. They have 
die use of their eyes and their ears aud tfiein 
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tongues into the bargain.f arid, there is this tyrannical disposition, would wJsb to prp^ 
circumstance attending tHeir remarks apd vent. The best of* the men wiU be the last 
opinions, that they are all of a myrid. What to be tempted to sell their liberty .for the' 
miist that mind be with Respect to laws and means of a debauch, and yet, in the wa;^ of 
regulations, which are. changed with every these men jt will be absolutdy necessary t^ 
change in the ministry? To what sort of throw every sort of discouragement.JUcjfr 
motives must they attribute such changes ? useless to tell me about the hoS^^jyW^us- ' 
In this case the change is so obviously against tice and hrynanity of the omcer^^lre (offi- 
them; it has in it something so ungracious; ccrs, generally speaking, will act agreeably*' 
it lias such striking marks of a return to op- ‘to the will of those who are able. With a 
pression, that it must be, by them, so con- breath, to sink or to raise them j and, if that 
sidered. It will be in vain to disguise the will be, that these should be ng,men remain 
real nature of the measure by calling it a per- upon term-of-years service, I would not for 
mission to choose. There is not a private a trifle be, even for of my life, in 

aoldier in the army fool enough not to per- the skin *of a man.-^There is no just 

ceive, that the government thinks that the ground for tlie change proposed.; there is 

measure last adopted left the soldier too no good reason thatj;an be gcven for it; and 
'much at liberty; loosened its hold upon 1 trust k will not be pera?!^!^;ed in; for, if it 
him; that it now repents of what it has done be, I am fully persuaded that The very"^ exist- 
in his favour; and that it wishes to re-grasp ence of the army will be endangered. And| 

him for life. It is quite impossible to per- is this to be done from a mere motive of pe- 

suade him that this is intended fur his good, tulance? Merely to provoke an opponent; 
or, that it has not proceeded from a spirit of or to prevent it being said hereafter, that the 
harshness towards him; from a disregard of great and salutary change, which has been 
his feelings joined to an opinion, that be was lately adopted, with the general approbation 
made merely to be food for powder.-—-It of the couqiry, is to be ascribed to the wis- 
is a well-known fact, that, at a late Quarter dom of that opponent ? There is something 
Sessions of the peace, an otfendef having had so shocking in the idea that one turns from 

his choice, to go into the army or to Botany it with horror.-After all, however, if it 

Say, preferred the latter for a limited period be resolved, that nothing, however good, 
fp the former for life; expressing, at the built up by a political opponent, shall re¬ 
same time, his readiness to enlist “ under main undemolished, the fair way would be. 
Mr. Windham’s Plan.” Nor is this at all to bring in a bill of repeat. To endeavour to 
surprizing. Hope is not only one of the sap the foundation by a side wind clause ; to 
chief ingredients ip, the 'happiness of roan, enact a provision that shall surely work its 
but man m.ay be said to live upon hope, fall; and then to cry out, that the thing 
Hope for something or other he will. Some was not calculated to stand, wpuld be a most 
will have no thoughts of liiaving the array, unmanly mode of proceeding, and discover a 

but will live upont the hope of promotion, mind made up of meanness itself.-Once 

The number of these must, however, be more I must observe, by way of conclu- 
comparatively small. The chief hope of sion, that it is paltry in the extreme, that 
the far greater part must always be the ter- it is despicable hypocricy, to pretend to 
mination of the servitude. Let this hope be give the soldiers, already enlisted, their 
built upon a positive engagement, and tjie choice of volunteering for life, or remaining . 
aoldier contents himself therewith; because upon their present footing. There will be; 
the foundation is sure, and'clear before his and there can be, no choice in the case, un¬ 
eyes; but, if he has no such engagement to less the soldier were arrived at very ne^iy 
rest upon, he seeks for some other fbunda- the end of his term. The soldier may indeed 
tion, and desertion is ihe first that presents choose; for he mdy enlist for lite, desert, 
itself; for he must have hope, or he cuts his or cut his threat; but, as to living, a term- 
throat, Not only is it, in the case contem- of-years man, in a regiment, almost the 
plated, to refuse him a lawful hope where- whole of whose men are enlisted for life, 
with to cherish his patience, but actually to with a strong desire in ail the officers to in- 
take such hope away from him’, and, as to duce him to enlist for life as W'ell as the rest, 
the guineas fpr which he may be imlticed to the thing would be impossible. Agaiu, 
sell it, they will be forgotten wiien he is therefore, I must express cny earnest vvisb 
rousfed from the sleep, into which he has that the ministers may abandon a scheme so 
been thrown by the expending of those gui- evidently full of danger and of cruelty. 
neas. Here, too, the elTect will be precise- Ord£rs in Councii, Bill;— 
ly that which anyone but an obstinate hn- JV neral meeting,” says the Morrifrg Chroni- 
man brute, bent upon the indulgence of his ] ak of the 8 th instant, " of the I^erchaiUf 
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V ** trade w*to take place on Thursday next, 

the purpose of taking measures with 

V " re^rd to the Orders in Council. Several 
N' resokitions are, understartd, to be 

“ pnafeed by Mr. *Mullett and Mr. Mann, 
" anlX’^ *1**^ Mr. A. Baring, the 
auwor^ the celebrated pampl^et upon 
“ this subject, will faring forward Petitions 
' to bbth Houses of ParlTasent. A very nu- 
' roerous' and respectable assembly is ex> 

' pected, as requisition is signed by 
" .several of the most eminest merchants in 
'' the city .”-—measures ! What 
, do they mean by taking measures*? And 
what right have these men to meet, in greater 
numbers than f^ies, any more than other 
people'?^ Mr. Bating has, possibly. Half a 
million of money in his pocket, a circum- 
* stance which has not tended to lessen the 
number of putFs, which Mr. Perry has in¬ 
serted in his pamphlet j .but, a circumstance 
by no means sumcient, thank God, to au¬ 
thorize Mr. Baring to dictate to the minis¬ 
ters and to the pariianient. Sir John New- J 
port is alarmed lest Ireland shoulc^suffer for 
want of the primum of its linen manufacto¬ 
ry,- which it now gets from America. In¬ 
stead of primum of linen manufactory, why 
could not the honourable Baronet have said 
linseed. It is shorter, more correct, much 
more easy to be understood, and is preferable 
‘for every purpose, except, perhaps, that of 
convincing bis readers, that the honourable 
Baronet w'as once* at school.——As to the 
ground of alarm, however, it is purely 
imaginary. If, indeed, Indian corn, or 
water-melons, had been the " the primum 
“ of the linen manufactory,” the case would 
have Jteen desperate; but, " the primum 
of the linen manufactory,” that is to say 
(throwing aside tins verbose manner of ex¬ 
pression), linseed, will grow in Ireland, full 
■as well as it will in Americaj and, as there 
is a scarcity of land only, in the former 
country, or rather of cultivation, I see no 
hsirtn, but a great deal of good, likely to arise 
from converting part of the linen weavers 

into husbandmen.-Mr. Perceval’s answer 

was, that such observations w'ould tend 
“ to show the Americans how they might 
“ continue to distress ns.” This was a cry¬ 
ing answer. It discovered a want of re¬ 
source. As if it was not the business of the 
opposition to make distress, if possible, in 
order that the country might be tired of the 
ministers and drive them out of tlieir pbees; 
anif, as if Perceval and his set had not 
done the 8am.e thing when they were out of 
office. No, no: crying will never do. The 
*ay to have answered ^Tir John was la hafe 


prevent the sun from shining and the rain* 
from falling vpoh the land in Ireland ; ppd, 
that the {onj^r the Ipsb would Be without 
American linseed, the longer the Aroeridios 
would be without shirts.-^—^When we come' 
to talk of distresses, -we have decidedly the 
advantage j and of this all the world will Be 
convinced, if the bill now passing remain in 
I* force for a year. 

Botl&y, \0March, 1808. 
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■ Sin, —- In common with others of your 
readers, I have remarked, with some sur¬ 
prise, the extreme hostility which-you seem 
to cherish against the late administration. So 
strong is your propensity to ^blame them, 
that you not only seize with avidity every 
circumstance that falls in your way, which 
can by any possibility be made a ground of 
accusation, but not unfrequently " travel 
out of the record” in quest of materials for 
censure. What can be your reasons for an¬ 
tipathy so violent, for invectives so acrimo¬ 
nious ? Those who, w'ith me, are of opinion, 
that the late ministers deserved well of their 
country, and who beheld their dismissal 
from office with the deepest regret, regard¬ 
ing it as really a public calamity, cannot* 
greatly admire the wanton and illiberal rer 
flections on their conduct, which so frequent¬ 
ly occur in the Political Roister. If «t be 
inquired wbat the late ministers did to merit 
approbation, I also sfould^sk in return, who 
is there so unreasonable as to expect every 
political virtue to be brought into full exer¬ 
cise, every.needfufplan of reform completed, 
every long estabfisbed and*inveterate abuse 
extirpated, by any set of ministers, within 
the compass of twelve short months. For . 
my part, lam inclined to give them credit 
for having accomplished as much as time 
and circumstances would well admit of: nor 
ought it to be forgotten that it was the uig- 
ing of a most salutary measure of reform, 
equally just and expedient, which occasion¬ 
ed their dismissal. Admitting, however, 
that both the Ins aii)^ the Outs are alike 
w'orthlcss, and deserving of the reprobation 
you bestow upon them, admitting that the 
demerits of the tvvo factions, as you call 
them, if weighed against each other, would 
be almost equally balanced; it appears to. • 
me that the manner in whi(^ the present 
ministers contrived to sneak Into pow«r, 
and to circumvent their more manly and*Ho- 
nourable rivals, is a circumstanaf in itself 
alone abnudamly sufficient to turn the scale 
^against those who could siqop to such artifi¬ 
ces. Allowing, then, that the Lite ministers 
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tfcscrre reprehension for their ddinqueacics, 
It seems hardly fair tliat'the moa.tiire of 
chastiscmcBt dealt out to them, should '-so 
romh exceed what' falls to the snare of their 
opponcBts—Indeed, at tliciioiiod of the late 
cJiange of administration, 1 could not but 
wonder that the secret maeliinations, the 
hack-stair cabals, “ the mystery of iniquity” 
by which that change was cricctod, did not 
draw down a few mure strokes of your scor¬ 
pion scourges. Beh re that time, notwith¬ 
standing the occasional seventy of your ani¬ 
madversions, you appeared, on the whole, 
inclined to think rather fivourably of the 
late administration. At the close of your 
strictures on their behaviour in regard t(* the 
Hampshire petition, if I mistake not, you 
declared, even on that occasion, that yon 
wished tlicm well, aiul hoped for llieir conti- 
nuance.in office. And, I perfectly recollect 
that in giving your sentiments on Lord Hen¬ 
ry Retty’s plan of li nance, you rcmaiked, 
tluat whatevcT dift'erent views migiit be en¬ 
tertained of the thing itself, you were 
p!e.ised to think that one good ctiett would- 
certainly remit from it, viz. that it would 
have a tendency to promote the popularity 
of the ministry, and thereby enable them to 
maintain their ground against the intrigues 
fcof the secret cabinet. I confess, indeed, that 
any dispo.sition which you might discover to 
support tkc lute administration, appeared to 
arise quite as much from a contemptuous 
opinion entertaiued of their opponents, 
as from any peculiar feelings of regard to 
themselves. For, ■^ell do I remember your 
being accustomed to exprtjss yourself con¬ 
cerning the then oppositioa, boih as a parly 
and individually,,in the fnost degrading 
terms. You laughed them to scorn for their 
pusillanimous abandonment of the helm of 
state on the death of their leader. Yon 
treated l^eir opposition to the executive go¬ 
vernment as equally factious and feeble. You 
ridiculed the editor of the Morning Chroni¬ 
cle for dignifying so contemptible a set of 
would-be staiestnen, with the name of “ the 
Opposition.” And yel, not long aftenwards, 
you are found hailing with exultation, the 
triumph obtained by‘that very junto—the 
bifneofall good government during the pre¬ 
sent reign—the success of whose intrigues 
you bad just before so sfrongly deprecated. 
You are tbnnd rejoicing at the exaltation of 
those very men wiiom yon had lately profess¬ 
ed to ih>spi-<eand expressing gratitude to 
his majesty for the change in his councils, 
which you said could, not be for the worse, 
and might l)e for the better. 1 am at a loss 
to conjecture how you can explain away in- 
cuBbisveacy no ||aficig.—In youj: Register of 


Jan, 30, you allude to a notice, given by Mr. 
Sheridan, of a moflon on the state of Ire- . 
land : whence you conclude that the qoS9»', 
tion of Catholic emiincipatiun, as it Is called, 
is again to be brought forward. No\^ Mr. , 
S. expressljr^stated that htf did not iul&d to , 
include the Catholic question ^moi^TcjjOb- ' 
jpcts of his motion. Is it po.ssi&ltJ^iat'you . 
could liavd totally overlooked this declara-*-. 
■ lion r If not, why was it passed over without • 
the least notice? Why did you gratuitously 
assume that Mi^S. and liis friends are again 
about ti» agitaig the Catholic question? 
Why, if not because j^fu rnished you with 
an opporMinity of bringing a charge against 
the present o| position, of facticus and in¬ 
consistent conduct, in pro[jpsing a measure 
when put of cHi<'e* wliich the.y abandoned 
w'hen in place: because if ailbrded ground 
for accusing tlicm of ba'.encss in so abandonr • 
ing, for the sole purpose of keeping their 
places, a mea.sure which they had judged it 
necessary to pnipfjse'. Now, I am by no 
means convinced tiiat in all cases a member 
of parliament ought to feel himself abso¬ 
lutely precluded from giving support to a 
measure nfert iy because particular circum¬ 
stances may have led him to deem it impru¬ 
dent to forward that measure when in office, ' 
And, as to the blame which the late minis¬ 
ters have incurred in consequence of not 
having resigned their places rather than con-, 
sent to arrest the progress of what was called 
the Catholic Bill, the charge has always ap¬ 
peared to me extremely fotile. It cannot 
surely be contended that it is the duty of mi¬ 
nisters to throw up their places in sullen dis¬ 
gust whenever any difference of opinion may 
arise between themselves and the king. On 
the contrary, it may be asserted that such a 
step can but rarely become necessary, and 
only in extreme cases. Now, it is by no 
means clear to me that tha case in question 
was one of that description. The measures 
which the bill was deigned to carry into ef¬ 
fect were doubtless highly expedient and 
proper, but I do not know lliat they wer9*«f 
such imperious necessity, as to brook no de¬ 
lay, to bend to no circumstances whatever. 
The late •mia.sters, so far from having been 
guilty of any dereliction of duty, appear to 
have judged wisely wjicn they resolved to 
relinquish their object for a time, till- they 
could*^ introduce it under auspices more fa¬ 
vourable for its accomplishment. Abandon 
the measure! What injustice in such a 
charge ! Were they not particularly caire#«r 
to have it understood that by giving up the 
measure then, they did not pled^ them- 
.sclves never Iq bring it forward again ? And 
was It not in consequence of being tints- 
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stead/ to tbetr principles, and frank to avow- 
itijj them, that they lost tlieir places ?—In 
»j;anf Register of Jan. 16, you say that you 
ri^olce in the procpect of “ the complete 
Sitinii^fion of Wh^fgisna, which .^as existed 
Jfflrrofcttv 140 years to the infinite injury of 
Isnglfriii’j IWsjs so extraordinary a decla- 
lalion, and %o much at variance s^ith some 
"of the doctrines you now profess, tuat you 
must SlJow me to call upon you tor an ex- 
ptauation ot your meaning. By Whiggism, 

J believe, is rcsinmonly undenstood liiose po¬ 
litical principles winch ere ile a generous at¬ 
tachment to that chter ot tiecdom, which 
is the distinguishini, feature of tbd English 
constitution. The salutary and genuine 
operation of tlic* princi[des on a representa¬ 
tive of the people, was well described by 
one 0/ our sen itors, -w'lien he d' dared that 
* life considered It to be his duty to keep'his 
car ever open and attentive to the '"oiccrj the 
people, while his eye wgs steaciily fixed, with 
watchful jealousy, on the (krone. In order 
to justify the flippant language above quoted, 
it will not be sufficient to say that you di4 
not intend to speak lighily of V|Jhig princi¬ 
ples, but meant only to express your disap¬ 
probation ot the conduct ot the Whigs, con¬ 
sidered as a jwlitical parly. For, if so, the 
sentiment ought to have been differently ex- 
pre-istd. Wh’ggism ought not to be brought 
into d!»gr ce on account of the faults of 
' those who profess it. It the votaues ot 
Wbiggism have sometimes eired, has not 
this arisen trom*their having lost sight of 
those puie and genuine principles, which, if 
taithfi'llv .icted upon, would have been the 
safegu.irdof their honour, and their protec¬ 
tion fiom lepioarh^ To annihilate Whig- 
gisin Would be to annihilate the constitution 
itself. Unless, tlierefore, jou can find out 
some other definition of the term than what 
Is here given, I do not see how you will be 
able to defend the expressions alluded to, or 
how they van be reconciled with the senti- 
rnents which you are in the habit of expres- 
smgabout freedom and reform. You highly 
value the Bill of Rights, and other constitu¬ 
tional laws, and strongly recommgnd them 
as the grand antidote of all political mala¬ 
dies. You consider them as the bulwarks of 
the constitution. Yet, how were these bnl-' 

. warks erected if not by Whiggism? Re¬ 
lying on your candour for the insertion in 
yopr Register, of these remarks,—I am. Sir, 
your very obedient servant,— Tsebos 
f^orctster, Feb. tsoS. 

• , _ 

OK WEE. 

SfE,—In consequence of a very able 
letter addressed by you to Mr. Rosoee, ’ 
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. which appeared in your Register of the 13th 
instant ; I am induced to trouble you with a 
few ^ observations upon an abstract principla 
contained in it, con^ning which, it seems, 
you ai)d he-are at variance. The principle 
to which I allude, is—the general question 
of War: not only as affecting the present 
contest beiueen England mid Fiance,- Uut 
its influence upon society at large —It is un¬ 
necessary to dilate upon the importance of 
the question or to say that it is one of tho«o 
which have occupied the most seiious atten¬ 
tion of ilic fir^i characters in all ages, and in 
all couutnes: although, by the way, it is 
worthy ol mention, that, with the exception 
ol Hoboes, vvho contended that Uie naUiral 
state ol man is w.sifaie ; most otiier eminent 
political vviiicrs of this counfry, hive put it 
down as a state repugnant to the feelings of 
linmanity. To undoistand the question bet¬ 
ter, it may not, liow-ever, be amiss to divide 
It into Its several parts; to class those paiU 
! according to their order, and to discuss them, 
in as .separate a maiinei, as their nature will 
admit ot. 'J’lm, I will endeavour to do un¬ 
der the following arrangement. Ist, An 
inquiry into the tendency of mankind to 
w.'ir:—2d, Whether that tendency is natu¬ 
ral, or whether it proceeds from any other 
cause3d. The good or evil resulting froub* 
it, or the operation of its cftects upon so¬ 
ciety at large.—and 4th, The advantages or 
disadvantages of it, when considered relative¬ 
ly with a disposition to peace.-1. Now, 

Sir, you have, I think, as-eitcd it, as a set¬ 
tled principle, that a leniency to war makes 
apait of our nature; and, to estahli.sh your 
assertion, have referred us to the propensity 
which isexhibifed in early life to engage la 
those sports that approximate nearest to it. 
The foundation of your argument is so 
vague, that it is not easy to understand it: 
but, supposing this propensity to exist, is it 
to be inferred that the practice is iudica^ve 
of a disposition to annoy ?—Is it to be infer¬ 
red, that, because I leaiti the art of fencing, 
my object is to pick quarrels, and to run my 
adversary through the body ? May I not en¬ 
deavour to acquire this habit, with a view 
of self defrnce upon some future emergency' ? 
And so may, in like manner, this propen¬ 
sity to warlike exercise shew itself in our 
youth, and I have no doubt is instinctively 
implanted in us, for the purpose of preparing 
ourselvfes to act in defence of our persons. 
The law of self preservation” is generally 
admitted to be the primaiy law of natsiref 
and it is an injustice to the wisdom of tbo 
Creator, to suppose that this early spjrit pro¬ 
ceeds from motives of acting aggressiv^ to 
the, prejudice of another, rather than 
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"ively in one’s own personal protection. 
That it must proceed from one cause or t|ie 
other, is, certainly, very clear; Jbut, that it 
should proceed from the^ormer, is, certain¬ 
ly, very strange. Indeed, I know not how 
to entertain a thodght of it, without im¬ 
peaching the mercy of the Almighty; there 
is something so extravagantly preposterous 
iq the idea, that He should make for the 
aa^e of unmaking; and that he should form 
his creatures to-day, and implant in their 
systems a desire to annihilate one another 
agaiiiito-morrow. I can, however, readily 
’ conceive that the disposition may proceed 
from the latter cause; and, at the same 
time, be perfectly consistent with His viewj 
of mercy, policy, and justice: in favour of 
this opinion, the law of ** self preservation" 
is' countenanced by the sacred Oracles, and 
forms a part of the code of Moses. A 
man may be forced to kill another, in his 
** 6wh necessary self defence, and then the 
** sin is not in the slayer, but in him that is 
slain ; for, in all cases of force, not he 
who is compelled to strike the stroke, but 
** he, who is the cause of the evil, bears the 
“ whole guilt." The justice of this decree 
is universally admitted: and in the English 
law especially; where it maybe adduced, 
ttnd is allowed—as an argument for a breach 
of the peace, or for the conunission of homi¬ 
cide itself! But I know not how it can be 
well defended, that we should be burn with 
a propensity to injure one another; that this 
propensity should sjjew iftelf before we are 
even physically able to put it into execution; 
and that it should not only be sanctioned, 
but be encouraged by the tjreater.—Jn re¬ 
ply to this, you may, perhaps, say—if there 
is no disposition to attack ; where is the need 
of these precautions to defend ? This ques¬ 
tion will be better answered under the se¬ 
cond head of my arrangement, wherein, I 
admit the disposition to attack; but conceive 
that disposition to proceed from, and be 
strengthened by principles different from 
those which you have stated. To this head 
of my arrangement, I shall iromediatAy ad¬ 
vert, after noticing an ^gument that is made 
rise of by you, to prove the intention of the 
Creator to encourage a spirit of warfare and 
opposition. You mention, that He seems 
to have said, at the time of giving different 
fangnages to diffeient classes of men, be 
you forever separate." Now, wliat lie 
actually did wa» very much to this effect, as 
appeffrs in thte ilth chapter of Genesis, ver- 
6; 7 B: viz. ** And the Lord said, 

** behold, the people is one, and they have 
“ all one langnagp > and this they begin to 
** dp: and now iiotliing will be restt^uned 
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** from themj which they have imagined to 
** d. Go ^o, let us go down, and then 
** confound their language, that they nasy 
" not understand one another’s speech. ' S» 
the Lord scattered them abroad from Whence 
upon the'facqof all the'&rth.” Herpi^!, yen, 
say, is implied the necessity;^/ ttbr* 
without wpr, it is, you think, evident that to 
preserve that separation would, unless the'* 
iiature of man were previously changed, be 
quite impossible. It appears, however, that 
tliis measiu-e was not thought, expedient by 
the Creator, whor evidently, produced, and 
believed to be sufficientr—the confusion of 
tongues, for the purpose of disuniting Hia 
people, and keeping them in a state of sepa¬ 
ration. If His intention had been to have 
acted according to youi idea, would He not 
have said—" Go to, let us go down ahd in- 
'' stil into their hearts a spirit of contention,. 

that they may fight, and flee from one 
** another, and be separate?" But the exe¬ 
cution of this plan would but ill have cor¬ 
responded with that amity and meekness 
i^anifested in all His works, and so justly es¬ 
teemed among the principal attributes of the 
Deity.——ll. That a tendency to war, how¬ 
ever, does exist in the minds of some men, 
cannot, for a moment, be doubted; but 
then, it does not follow that this tendency, 
generally speaking (for there may be a very 
few exceptions) is natural. On the contrary,. 

1 cannot conceive any thing more unnatural,. • 
than that w'e should be gifted with a blind 
propensity mutually to destroy each other, 
without knowing why or wherefore. If it 
be not naturally ingrafted,, in the system 
then; it must ^ acquired in the growth: 
and if it be acquired in the growth, there 
must be a reason for its acquirement; and 
that reason such as may be readily discover¬ 
ed. The fact is. Sir, that the actions of, 
most men are regulated by a principle of self 
interest; and so long as the ultimate object 
to be obtained is for their o$vn immediate 
benefit, they are not over nice as to the> 
means which they employ to become pua* 
sessed of it. I'lie mind is, at first, inclined ' 
to starriest this idea, believing it to be re¬ 
pugnant to the principles of morality and 
justice; butwlien it is considered that, by 
an admirable connexion, pirlue mA .public 
happiness are so joined together, that it is 
almost impossible to attain the one, Without ' 
following the other,—the circumstance no 
longer seems strange of men acting frbm 
motives of self inte rest; and, yet, la con¬ 
formity with the principles of. virtue, if 
there are, however, very few who act vir¬ 
tuously, for the sake of being virtuous; who 
accommodate their conduct tp the rules of 



*^3. MARCH 12, . f«0 


«quit3r« from a sljeerloyeof eqaity; who 
^ pttMue the paths of morality, from a pare 
y’affection for its principle j and who live with 
\justi^ piety and chastity, from an absolute 
^^paairi||!^iqii of the^r merits :^th^ are still 

• fewerjt»wl|o l^e vice, for the sake of vice} 
who comni^ acts of cruelty and injustice, 

•^^rom an intuitive desire to be crfiel and nn* 
just s and who delight in deeds of indiscri'w 
minate murder, of calm, deliberate destruc' 
tion^ and of ravenous rapine^—from an un¬ 
affected fondness for their intrinsic qualifica¬ 
tions. Nevertheless, Sir. this would be the 
case, if, according to your idea, wo were en- 
‘ dowed with a blind propensity to war : for, 
then should w« be led on to the indulgence 
of this propensity, without any other care 
than that of gratifying it; our spirit of con- 
» 4ention would prompt us to wreak our pas¬ 
sion upon the innocent, as well as the guil- 

• ty,—between whom, indeed, we should be 
unable to discriminate; our intellect would 
be disordered ; our reason would lose its 
sway; and, in short, if " to war, to figl^t 
{which is the same thing) were a passion 
natural to all the creation,” h you have 
stated; " the blood and baseness of our na¬ 
tures would lead us to most preposterous 
conclusions." But, if this tendency to war 
be not radically inserted in us, but proceed 

.from some other cause; if it proceed from 
N the cause which I have hinted to be the 
source of most men’s actions; there is no 
fear of its urging us to such extravagant 
bounds, because the argument, which I made 
’ use of before, concerning the connexion of 
virtue and pu'blic happiness, applies also, in 
great measure, to the present case. This, I 
shall endeavour to shew under the third head 
of my arrangement, treating of the opera¬ 
tion of the effects of this tendency upon so¬ 
ciety at large: but, before quitting this 
. head, I am desirous of explaining myself 
more fully, for differing from you in opinion, 
that the tendency of mankind to war does 
trot proceed from blind inherent qualities, 
but from those motives which are the pivot, 
upon which, our conduct generally turns.— 
If some ultimate benefit is held out by en¬ 
gaging in a war; if an opportunity offers 6f 
bettering our fortune; if a soldier expects 
to be made a corporal, by fighting well; or 
a corporal, a serjeant; or any .otne? officer 
looks to promotion for his exertions; the 
nfystery is immediately developed, and we 
are ao longer at a loss to discover, why it is 
that the love of fighting predominatea. It is 
not the ‘medium, but the object that is belov¬ 
ed ; and if the object can only be acquired 
through the assistance of the medium; no* 
wonder that the medium ■ is esteemed :• but I 


then it is not est^med for itself, but for 
oBject it is capable of acquiring. He must, 
indeed, be^ very fond of fighting, who ek> 
poses himself to the danger of receiving a 
bard knock from his enemy, for the sake 
only of obtaining an oj>portunity to give him 
a harder. The noble mind of Don Quisle 
dela M.incha might, to’ be sure, have che¬ 
rished such ideas; but, since his time, it 
would be difficult, I think, to point out ano¬ 
ther, who was so great an amateur of the 
profession. But, to be serious. Those, 
bred up to arms, do not love war for the sake 
of war; but, like the rest of mankind in- 
other respects, love it from motives of self 
interest, or from motives, which approxi¬ 
mate very near to it: some, more distin¬ 
guished than others, love it' for those virtues 
you have particularized: viz. patriotistn, 
loyalty, and fidelity. Some, for reasons less 
noble, but equally unsubstantial: viz. ho¬ 
nour, rank, and reputation; and others, for 
what the generality of mankind are grasping 
after; viz. wealth, power, and dominion. 
This position may be denied; nay, it may 
be denied by persons believing it to be un¬ 
true, because it is frequently dressed up in 
false colours and disguised so, that, upon a 
cursory view, it is imperceptible by the aij- 
derstanding : but, nevertheless, the truth of 
it is confirmed by actual observation, so as to ^ 
render unnecessary the use of farther argu¬ 
ment. If it w’ere not so, Mr. Cobbett, how 
happens it, that tfip French array has attain¬ 
ed its present pitch of fltscipline end order ? 
If it were not,« Sir, that each soldier looks 
forward to promotion, and fights for the ap¬ 
probation of 'his gener|l|; for the mainte- 
tenance of his character; and, more espe¬ 
cially, for the plunder he expects to enjoy. 
Do not the same causes influence our sai¬ 
lors; who, brave, hardy, and perfect as they 
are, contemplate the amount of “ prize 
nion^’,” they are in hopes of obtaining, 
among the foremost advantages of their pro¬ 
fession. Give them the option of fighting 
an enemy’s nian of w'ar, or a Spanish galleon 
laden with btillion, gold dust, and dollars, 
and see whether thCir love of fighting will 
induce them to aitsiik the first, which, from 
its equipment and constitution, will lend 
them a harder to|; or, the latter, where, in 
all probability, they will meet with little or 
no opposition. Not only is this pecnliat;. 
Sir, to the French army, and to our navy,-^ 
blit so is it with .Ml the world : so is y: with 
our soldiers; or else, where w'onld be the - 
need of “ bounty," which is Ireld* out to 
them as a lure to enlist in the service. What, 
will dfiv one attempt td make roe believe, 
that there is something ^captivating in the 
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pameof.war; something'so irresistible in 
this nalnral tendency tlwt you talk of, that, 
when a recruiting scrjeant cJajts a country 
booby on the back, and^asks him to fight for 
his ” king and ceuntryj" his arguments 
woul^ be equally effective in prevailing upon 
him, without the use of money? Coinmou 
sense tells us, not; and common obsevvaiion 
proves it, not. This pure sjririt of wurfuic 
, neither exists, nor is it reasonable that it 
should exist: a man who goes into the field 
with no other view th.nn the actual pleasiue 
be expects t<> derive from the physical opera¬ 
tion of killing his adversary, is an incon¬ 
ceivable monster; but if he has an object to 
attain, and, altljougli acting re-pugn uilly to 
his feelings, yet believes his mode of aetion 
to be just and necessary, the case is totally 
different.—Having already made tiiis letter 
longer than, I fear, you will find convenient 
to ifisert in your Register; I must defer the 
consfderatiou of the two remaining tgpics, 
for the present.——I am. Sir, yours, S:c.— 
W, S. L.—Ftib. 15, 1S08. 

TYTHES. 

Sir,- -Among the various merits of 
your excellent Register, I have received groat 
^pleasure in observing the liberal admission of 
letters from your correspondents, who have 
J occasionally differed from you on subjects of 
controversy, even when iheir auihors have 
not- been deficient .in powers of -argument, 
which are peculiarly yoijr forte : therefore, 
there is Jess reasdn to dauht, that you will 
admit my reply to some ciuraordinary asser¬ 
tions of a gentleman, vvhoj under tlie signa¬ 
ture of Vindex, hijs lately engaged in an at¬ 
tack, on the Irish petitioners for a commuta¬ 
tion of tythes.—In consequence of the very 
great attention I have for years, paid to the 
various publications on this subject, I am 
persuaded, that the ability of one party in de¬ 
fending them, and the conviction of fhe 
other in condemning them, will hever be 
productive of any thing but wrangling; and 
unless the legislature decidedly interferes in 
belialf of the rights of society, in opposition 
to the tytbe system ; fhe iniquity and tyran¬ 
ny of lythe gathering will continue to dis¬ 
grace the law and constitution of England.— 
Vindex condescends to afiow the tytbe to be 
one great grievance under which the Irish 
.nation at present labours; andlthen<artfuliy 
pretends it is but a small part of them ; ho- 
pingjby this expedient of blending the tythes 
with other matter, to draw off the attention 
of your readers from that main grievance, 
so iar as to discourage them from any wish 
to reform it; but he ought to di^inguish 
'between a grievao^e established by law; and 


those whteh grow out of the corruption of 
the times; and the rapacity of individtj^. ^ 
For the whole of the various oppressions ta-'' 
which Vindex imputes the discontmts o(/ 
Ireland, Ik states as ari.'Kiig " fromj ^ex- 
actions of 'Catholic jiriesls; ffony^o»eoIV- 
tythes levied by the Prole*taiu*:clergy |f and 
the rents /leaiancled by the land proprietory 
in.c! middlemen.” Surely, then, he pught - 
tohaie marked lythe gathering, which more 
pirticnlariy requires the reform of parlia¬ 
ment, as more'necessary lor'tts iiuerfcreaco 
than those othcr^abuses, which tha pelitiofl- 
ers themselves might reraedy, by the resolu¬ 
tions ot county ineethig'*, and inculcating a • 
more liberal coiniwt in ll^eir own priests. 
The iyipropriaic t}''ihe- arc the iiiilispntable 
prOjOeriv of the lailv , yet it is .'.o litllecfound- 
ed ill rea<ioii and j t-i’ico, and so obvionsl^y _ 
disgiaccful to a fret constitution, that parlia¬ 
ment li:isa.s niucii right to commute it by an 
houour.ible e<juivaleii», for the benefit of the 
communtiy, as to carry a public road through 
private property, on the same piinciple. No- 
‘‘thing but wiltul misrepresentation, or pro- ■ 
fes-sional prejudice, can attempt to support 
an argument, that clerical tythes are as much 
a parson’s property, as the landed estate is the 
property of his patron: what a shameful 
claim it is to call that property which is no 
more than a legal priuilege of plundering 
our neighbour’s fields. The nmre respecta¬ 
ble the profession of a clergyman, the mord 
it behoves them to obuip the abolition of 
such a privilege ; and of *' reaping where 
they have not sown,” under the sanction of 
a tylhe hough, which disgracefully proclaims 
to all travellers, in this parish lives a lythe 
GATHEKXA. 'Fhe appellation of tythe own¬ 
er must be borne with, till tlie legislature 
assigns a provision for the clergy less incon¬ 
gruous to their religious and moral princi¬ 
ples. The clergy should make a point to 
distinguish the present unavoidable situation • 
of tythe owner, from the wilful character of 
gathering them in kind, which might bq.ga- 
sily done by resuming their ancient distinc¬ 
tion of a rose in the hat, which a lythe ga¬ 
therer Would not venture to wenr, when it 
would be a proof of his wishing to avoid an 
imputation he is ashamed of.—-Vindex, who 
must betiiher a tytha gatherer, or employed 
as th€ir advocate, observes that it would- 
be superfluous to eqter into any pyoo^ ^h® 
common law right of tythes.” True, that ia 
the very evil complained of, that tbe.com- 
mon law should protect a daitn so inconsis¬ 
tent with the liberties of England ; a claim 
founded on the impostures of popery; esta¬ 
blished by one monarch as an atonement for 
mbrder j and confirmed by another, to le* 
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galae his own seizura of ^he property of the Mr. Cdbfoett, you Stated (hat annual produce 

convents; by dividing it among his cour> at Sne hundred and twenty ini)Uoiu« there* 

tiers*—^VindeK does not hesitate to say fore, only set the ri^lits of the clergy in the. 

•* tbawhe doubts, whether any land proprie- aggregate at double their claims on agricdl- 

tor in^te empire, produce S(j^ venerable tore, their revfenues would amount to twenty 
•A titie to his e^ate'!!Admftting, that all four millions annually, which compared with 
our titles onginAed with William the Con- the quantum meruit of curacies at fifty pouttda'. 
, queror, subject to tythes previously establish- per onnum in ten thousand parishes, would 

ed, l^tided estates are hereditary; did he give only five hundred thousand, and leave a 

make cburcli livings so ? What parson can species of sinecure of upwards of twenty- 

say he was born to such a ^rectory, or can three millions in consideration of the same 

claim it beforelhe patron trunks proper to J duly performed by curates! Undoubtedly 
present him ? Who ate their patrons ? Are lay tythes must be deducted from this calcu- 

they not the owners of the land, ot*the pro- iatioh, still it is enormous and unmerited, 

dvceo/’oH/y, the parson can claim a and such an advocate as Vindex, had better 
tythe ? And ai^ nijt the clergy, servants drop the subject, who, with all his abilities 

of government appointed’ in aid of th« laws, has the modesty to call an attempt at an ho- 

lo prevent the inflictions of penalties by nuurable commutation, “ pli/npeh,” when 
^jpeaching religion and morality? Was go- that terra may be applied with so much more 
vernraent to adopt, and protect another na- justice, to tythe gathering.—-A Lanjohold- 
tional teligion, for example the Presbyterian, er.—/ ei. 10, 1808. 

which disclaims the ri|ht of tythes; what 

would become of it, if it was not transferred OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

by law to the new mini,sters ? And to whom^ Report of the Minuter of War on th- Mea- 

would that property naturally devolve, but to sm es taken by France under the present 

tbeownelsof the nine parts ? I if such case circumstances. — dth Jan. 

lay impropriations would be an exception, CConcludedfromp. 364.J 

but the iniquity of tlie tenure would soon be The necessity of shutting the pon 

commuted, either by church lands, or bought of the continent against our irreconefl^^ 

out by occupiers subject to it. So much for able enemy, and of having upon every' 

arguments about pro/jtT/y, which arc much point of attack considerable means, iu or- 

^00 ofteti pleaded by the clergy,-Vindex tier to profit by any fortunate circumstan- 

says the Irish petitioners could have no ces which might present themselves, to car- 

right to what wasaiot, and could not be con- ry the war to the heart of England, Ireland, 

veyed by William from the original gran- and the Indie.s, may remfer the levy of the 

tees." JVicr^re, they petition, and on the conscription of-I'feop necessary.—^The party 

most reasonable gtound, that they may rcco- which rules at Ixindon b.as proclaimed llie 

vw a rig/tt to the produce of their own la- principle of etetnal war, %nd the expedition 

hour and talents, growing on their own to Copenhagen has revealed its criminal in¬ 
estates, which is at present subject either to Icntions. Though the indignation of all 

plunder or litigation. The quibble produced Europe has been excited against England— 

by Vindex, that it would be unjust to the though at no period France had such pumc- 

clergy as well as to those who either sold or rous armies, it is n"<t snificieut—it is neces- 

'let land, subject to tythe which dimiui.shed sary that English influence should be attack- 

the value of it, that the difference " should cd every where it exists, till the moment in 

go to the present proprietors and pccupiers which the sight of so many dangers shall in- 

for which no consideration had been paid." duce England to drive from her counsels the 

It may be asked, what would they get but a Olygarchs who direct them, and to confidp 

property they were originally entitled to, the administration to h ise men, capable of 

and the satisfaction of being exonerated from copciliating the love and interest of tbd 

an odious yoke from which almost^.all Eu- country with the love and .interest of the 

rope is relieved, by the convictiotil that it human race.—A vulgar policy would hav# 

originated from the priestcraft of PdJjery. made your Majesty disarm ; but such a po- 

But, Vindex says, “ his arguments' will aj)- licy woflld be a scourge to France, and ren- 

plysequally, both to abolition and’eoinmuta- der imperfect the great results you havepre- 

tion, upless commutation be adequate to the pared,—Yes, Sire, your Majesty, fat from 

clcjgy, and still levied olF the soil" He diminishing your arms, ought to augment 

might with equal justice revive tlieir original them, till England shall have acknowledged 

claim, which included all professions, trades, the iud^ondence of all powers, and restored 

and merchandize, as well as the produce of to the ^s that tranquillity which yowMa* 
ssil. In one of year former Registers, jesty^ has ei^jufed to tbe^ootiaent, Un- 
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doubtedi/ your Majesty must Suffer in requi- 
ringfrom your people fr&sli sneridees, aud in 
imposiUK bew obligations on ttem—but you 
ougbjt^. iuso. ^ yield tlie cry of all the 
EVench.—** No rqpose till the sea be free, 
and a just peace shall have re*establt8be<l 
France in the most just, the mostnsefuL 
“ and the most necessary of her rights." 

IRELAND. 

Ifeclaralion nf the Protestants of Newry, 

' lately convened by requisition—the Senes¬ 
chal in the Chair. 

■ We the Protestant inhabitants of New- 
jy, actuated by a warm wish for the tranqnil- 
Jity and happiness of our country, feel our¬ 
selves impelled, at this awful and momen- 
. tous crisis of human affairs, to declare, in 
the most open and unreserved manner, our 
' sentiments, opinions, and wishes on a ques- 
tioh on which the most important interests 
of Ireland, and of the empire, are deeply in¬ 
volved, viz. the claims of our countrymen, 
who profess the Roman Catholic faith, to an 
equal admissibility to the ofiices and digni¬ 
ties of the state with their Protestant fellow 
subjects. We aver that towards our fellow 
citizens of that persuasion we are actnated,by 
^ sentiments of sincere good will andunequi- 
voctil kindness: that we do not consider di¬ 
versity of religious belief as any ground of 
civil incapacity or political disqualification j 
and that we shall rejoice to see them restored 
to every privilege and capability which the 
other subjects of* this'great and free empire 
enjoy.-j-We lament exceedingly the obsta¬ 
cles which have hitherty impeded the ac¬ 
complishment of that des^able.object, and 
indulge the hope of seeing them removed. 
W e are decisively of opinion, that the chief 
difficulty is founded on the appointment of 
llie Homan Catholic Hierarchy of this coun¬ 
try, who derive their dignity and rank in the 
church from the favour of a foreign poten¬ 
tate, now unhappily subjected to the dicta¬ 
tion and tyranny of our implacable enemy. 
We trust we shall be excused for stating that 
such a patronage was unknown for nearly 
eight hundred yearc subsequent to the esta¬ 
blishment of Christianifyin this kingdom, and 
that it is now unknown m Catholic countries. 
—It is to us matter of the most sincere gra¬ 
tification to reflect that this view of the sub¬ 
ject has lately been urged and insisied on by 
many of the wisest, the ablest and most zea- 
lopfl members of the Catholic body. We 
therefore look with respect and with confi- 
deuce to the wisdom, the good sense, and 


the patriotism of the . respectable nobleman 
and gentleman who'preside over the Catho¬ 
lic councils,to this country, and froth the 
source we presume to hope for such sfn ar¬ 
rangement as may tent} to obviate this ano¬ 
maly.—Under such an arrangement we en¬ 
tertain the most, conliden| hope and belief 
that the paternal goodness of our most gra ■ 
cious-sovereign, oo-operating with the en-' 
lightened wisdom and liberal policy of the 
imperial parliament, would not hesitate to 
restore our Catholic countrymen to a perfect 
parity with ouvselves: and we should far¬ 
ther hope that such an arrangement would 
be rendered more complete and satisfactory 
by such a national provision for the Catholic 
clergy as would admit of adequate rewards to 
men*of liberal education and respectable at¬ 
tainments; rewards which the present con¬ 
dition of the Catholic church in this county 
does by no means afford.—From such an ad¬ 
justment w'e would' anticipate consequences 
the most beneficial and important, an effi¬ 
cient addition to the energies of the state, an 
iticreased facility of military exertion, an ex¬ 
tension mutual benevolence.-We feel 

that it is expedient to guard ourselves against 
a possible imputation, namely, that we have 
taken up this subject with party views,-or 
with an intention to promote the interest of 
any particular set of politicians or statesmen. 

- . We solemnly declare that we are in¬ 

fluenced solely by views of public happiness 
and public advantage. God forbid that we 
should be instrumental in provoking discus¬ 
sions, or exciting a spirit, &at might have a 
tendency to embarrass his tqajesty’s councils. 
To wiiatever description of persons his ma¬ 
jesty, ill his wisdom and goodness, may con¬ 
fide the direction of the national strength j 
we sincerely wish tliem success; and we de¬ 
voutly implore the favour and blessing of 
Divine Providence on their exertion to pro¬ 
tect this empire against the machinations of 
an incensed and most formidable foe. 

England.— —On the gth of Feb. 1808, the- 
Caplureqf the Danish JFest India Islands 
was»ap.aottnced in the London Gazette.—• 
The following are the Articles of Capitu¬ 
lation. 

Articles of Capitulation for the Snr- 
ret^er of the Danish Islands of St. Thomas 
and St. John's, together with their Depm- 
dencies, entered into between General Hen¬ 
ry Bowyer, the Commander of the* land 
forces, and Real* Adoairal the Hooourablft 
( To be continued.) 
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This is the baae.^this is tiie curse' of England, as relating to her foreign oonncctiftns. Blessed with al' 
« sorts of resources necessaiy to the happiness and greatness of a nation, Jluwe resources, instead ofT'e- 
“ mairiing within herself, assume, through the inteivention of commerce, a. shape tlmt deposits a consi- 
“ der!|})le part of her w'ealtli, and, along with it, tbeiaifections of no small number of the. most opulent, 
“ active and intriguing of her people, in foreign countries ; and, therefore it is, that hot interests aie made 
*' to give way to the interests of those countries, the case of nations Iwing, m this respect, precisely the 
“ opposite of th^ of individualsy for, in the latter case, the debtor is, in a great degiec, the slave of the 
**,cr^itor, whereas, in the fornier, the creditor is the slave of the debtor; and that, too, observe, exact- 
** ly in proportion to the amount of the debt and the badness of character of the debtor.’*-—RaotSTS a, 
m. XJl.pttge 971 - • 
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SUMMARY OF J^LITICS. 

Orders in Council,— -As a lasf shift, 
in opposition to the Orders in Council, a pe- 
•Wion has been presented to parliament by 
the “ persons interested ,in the trade to the 
** United States of America." This peti¬ 
tion was the consequence of a meeting of 
such persons, called by public advertisement, 
which meeting was held at the London Ta-» 
’ Tern, on the lOth instant, the same day on 
which the petition ix'as presented to parlia¬ 
ment j and, just as it ought to be, Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Barino was in the chair. When the 
Tote came to be put, it was found, that 
there was a decided majority against the pe¬ 
tition. This fact being stated in the House 
of Commons, it was asserted, on the other 
side, that the cause of such majority was 
thisj that many pefsons not interested in the 
trade with the American Slates were present, 
and voted against jlhe petition. These per¬ 
sons alledged, that they were interested; 
that they were West India merchants' or 
planters, and, as such, could not but be 
deeply interested in whatever might affect 
our relations with the American State.s. 
This is undeniable, I think; or else what 
we have been so frequently told by the Ame¬ 
ricans and their advocates is false, namely, 
that it i-s from the American States only that 
our West India Islands can possibly receive 
a sufficiency of food and lumber. Surely 
men who have plantations in the West In* 
dies, or having great trade with them, must, 
of all the persons in this country, be (he 
most interested in whatever relates to war or 
peace with America. A Mr. Sharpe |[one 
of the papers call him ShanksJ having been 
amongst the persons present, who voted for 
jhe petition, was asked, in the House of 
'Coramdbs, on what he grounded his right 
to bb a petitioner. His answer was, that 
he was concerned in one of the largest 
manufactories at Mancliester, and, of 
coarse^ was deeply interested in the trade 
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with America, which was one of the greatest 
out-lets for his manufactures. Upon the 
same ground every one of his poor squallid 
weavers and spinners might have voted at 
the meeting; aye, every wretched soul, 
from whose labour be derives his income. 
Why might not Messrs, Cadell and Davies, 
Mr. Sheriff Phillips, and the rest of the 
booksellers, have voted, at the meeting,' up¬ 
on the same ground? Their books go to 
America; and, of course, the stoppage' of 
that channel must diminish the sale of books. 
Nay, why should not I vote too, if 1 baX^ 
chosen it > Many of my Registers and other * 
publications, went to America; this omelet 
being cotoffi 1 and my printers and booksel¬ 
lers and bookbinders and paper makers, and 
then again their rag and leather and ink sel¬ 
lers, and alt the sh^-mak^rs and taylors and 
barbers of us ali^ and all the butchers and 
bakers and millers and farmers employed in 
raising and prc|^fing food for us; in short, 
all the whole nation is intefested with me in 
the American trade, in the same way, thougli 
in a less degree than Mr. Sharpe, the Man¬ 
chester maiiufacturer, is interested in that 
trade. The designation was a foolish one. 

It gave to. every man in the country a right 
to attend the meeting and to vote upon the 
question; for, is it not absurd, that Mr, Ba¬ 
ring, who is conoonied in exporting goods 
to Amefica, should put forward his cl.-iim to 
petition parliament ujjon measures relating 
to that couD'ry, and deny R similar claim, on 
the part of a joariieym.no, who earns his 
bread in the m.nkiyg of such good.s?—- - It 
was stated in the House of Commons, and 
not conlradlcted, that many of those, who 
voted for the petition, were Amgrican citi¬ 
zens, They were perfectly right. No ope 
can rcasoanbly blame them for endeflvdur- 
ing to prevent the passing of a law, whidi 
will be injurious to their country, as long as 
their go^nmenl shall persevere in hs p.nrti- 
ality for France. What I blame them for is 





men. Blame tlieni, indeed, I cannot aay 
that I do tnu^h It wa^one of'those tricks 
so common in their native ):nid, that tJtcy 
may well be excused. Change of climate 
cannot, all at once, change tlicir natures. 
Mr. Baring is, 1 believe, a citizen in virtue 
of his marrioge; and, I would wish to ob¬ 
tain from him, as chairman of the meeting, 
a direct answer to these questions: arc you 
owner, or part oivner, of several Amerhon 
ships? To protect such ships from the hatnis 
of our enemy, must their p'ipcrs express (hat 
the owners of hath ship and cargo are Ame¬ 
rican citkens ? Do you lelnng 7u (hut part¬ 
nership or family of Baring, who advanced 
to the American government the eleven mil¬ 
lions of dollars to pay Napoleon for Louh ia- 
na, and who, of course, would lose loth 
inteifest and principal, if that govet urne/it 
become unable to pay? Now, Sir, if you 
cannot with truth answer these questions in 
the negative, I do not blaine you for peti¬ 
tioning against what will be injurious to 
America; bnt, I greatly blame you for pre¬ 
tending to be actuated by a desire to do good 
to the people of England. From your wife’s 
/relations, who are merchants and bankers 
and fundholders in America, yon will, doubt¬ 
less, receive ail the praise which you met it 
at their hands; from yoor fellow citkens ai 
large you will also receive applause, and, I 
dare say, you thought of this while in the 
chair at the London fl'.svern, the wiiolc f 
your conduct being calculated for transatlan¬ 
tic-effect. But, from tfie and my country¬ 
men you have no prai-sl; to expect. We 
have married nc Americans; we own no 
American ships; we have made no ad¬ 
vances to the American government; 
and, therefore, you must not e.xpect 
us to enter into any of your sympathies. 
——Similar to the connections and interests 
of Mr. Baring, are the connections anj in¬ 
terests of thousands of persons jn England ; 
and, I have not the least donbt of the fact, 
that, or the petitioners, nine-tenths, if they 
were to make a correct account of their feel¬ 
ings and interests, would find the balance 
decidedly in favour of America. The Or¬ 
ders in Council, though, obserse, were 
not the cause either o{ the non-importation 
act or the embargo: always bear this in 
mind. Always bear in mind, rtint these 
hostile acts w^re adopted previous to its 
being passible, that the Orders in Council 
could be known in America. Always bear 
in mind, that the former act was passed, 
with a view of co'mpellii^ ns to jdve up onr 
maritime righf of searching forseamerf; 
and that the igjter act was ^sged, Ijccause 
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for assembling tinder the name of English- I America could no longer carry on any trade 
' • • . - • ' with us, without setting Frince at detiitnee, 

rather than do which her rulers chosethat she 
should have no trade at all. Always bear 
these facts*/n giiiid, wheh you arc dr^u.ysing 
the consequences of the Orders in Council 
but, tli<^sq Orders, thouglfthey did not, be¬ 
cause they could not, produce the two hostile 
acts, may possibly, and some persoRs say 
tlv y will, cause a war with America. If 
they do, they ^'ill cause great injury to those 
who have dt bt^ in that cottntry, whether 
due from individuals or f rom the government. 
They will cause a total disturbance of the af¬ 
fairs of those, whose property is more in that ‘ 
country than in lips; theycwill throw quite 
oil" tlicir pivot all tliuse, who, under the 
name of American cilizeus, have been car¬ 
rying on a free trade with the enemy, aivl 
who have, when they could escape our 
ernizers, been conveying into his ports the 
materials for making vessels wherewith for 
himtoinvadeandconqner us; these Orders in 
Council will, in thecase contemplated, cut off 
the payment of the interest of money lent to 
the American government fer the purpose 
of purchasing from Buonaparte a country 
which he had forced Spain to give to him. 
All this may be the effect of the Orders in 
Council ; but, arc the person.s, who will 
thus be affected ; are these the men, w^ho^e 
property onght to be watched over with pe¬ 
culiar care by the mc.mbers of the Englism 
House of Commons ? Are these the men. 


to the guarding of whose immediate interests 
the honour, the ju.st vengeance, of England 
ought to give way ?- —The petition, is an 
application from men, who, though, for 
the greater pMf, they may, perhaps, be of 
English biith, ought not to be considered as 
F.iigiishmen. It is, in reality, a petition 
Iroui Americans by adoption aiui by interest; 
aiid it ought to be treated as a thing coming 
Irom the City of Washington, and not from 
the city of London; as a petition from 
“ King Cong,” conveyetl through the 
mouths of his subjects. If " King Cong" 
himself chooses to petition, wliicli he will 
do, before it be long, why, then, let us 
hear him ; but, I have no notion of sparing 
the feelings of his hanglity majesty, who 
never spared our feelings, and, if lie will 
persistin making hispeojile suffer rather llnm 
abandon his unjust partiality for France, 
suffer they should if I were minister of 
England, and of short duration should be 

the reign of " King Cong.’.’-The ^peti- 

tioners state, as one of the evils of the Or¬ 
ders in Council, that the said Orders, if ad¬ 
hered to, will ruin the- Americans. The 
words are these: “ Tliat the people ,of 
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America, even if they should remain at wprk of conquering the liberty of the seas^ 
jreace with us, must, by the want of a l blockade themselves by an act of enjbargo* 
demand for their produce, and by the ge- j And now, 'behold,,wc are told, that, unless 
" ne-al distress our measures must occasion, j we retract our act of retaliation against 
bfe*'disabled frftm paying^ th^ir debts to i France, the Americans,* owing’to their </«- 
this country, which may fairly be esti- I tresses (ihougb, obsert'C, the aits of non- 
" mated to amdbnt to the enoriMus sum of ' importation and embargo pwsderf our Others 
twelve millions sterling.”——The reader in Council), will not be able to pay the 
W'illado me the justice to remember, that !• debts, which they owe to lbo.se Englishmen, 
never went beyond this estimate. Indeed, this ^ who, for the sake of higher interest, aud, 
was the exact sum at which'^ stated the run- ' a.s they thought, better security, preferred 
fling debt; ao^ I asked, qfhat America was America to England as a place wl:erein to 
to do, if deprived of the use of such a ere- deposit their wealth. These men have now 
dit. But, I was, in another instanee, spe.ik- the impudence to tell us, that it is we who 
• ing of the evils of commerce j and I then have occasioned the di.stresses of America, 
.spoke of ihisdfVftin the words which I have and to complain, in her name, of our in- 
t.iken for my motto.—^This argument of justice and cruelty, w'hile the la.iguage they 
the petition is an excellent argument for the put into her mouth is, In substance, “ yield 
^jH’titioiicrs; that is to say, for person*, “tomydemandsjSnbniittonjyopenpar- 
whose treasures are in America, and vvliose " tiality for yoor enemy, and to all the 
six per centum w’ill vanish into air, upon a “ insults I oiler yon, or I shall become, 

declaration of war j Sul, if it be a good from my measures of self-punishment in 

.irgurnont as to this nation, in the present “ order to punish you, too poor to pay the 
case, it must be good in all cases j and, ihet^ '* debts which I' Lave solemnly engaged to 
it becomes a settled point, that we must, by " pay you, wbetlier we are at war or at 

somo nieains or other, so act as Tiot to have “ peace." What should you, reader, think 

war with America. No matter w'hat she ofatradesman, who, being in yourdebt, were 
may requ'ie us to do, or to forbear to do. to say to you, maketnea surrender 'of yo^* 

Do it or forbear to do it we must; or_ right to prevent me from inveigling away and* 

we lose twelve millions sterling. "Hut, corrupting and dei.aining jour servants; 
y gentlemen, do consider, you have had who, upon being refuM'd so insolent a de- 
our goods and borrowed onr money ; mand, should lay by his tools, shut up hi.s 
and, ihougli we quarrel about other mat- 1 shop, and swear that he would, in order to 
" tors, you should pay us Iione.sily.” No: I injure you, do no more business, rnlil his 
and the more we re.ison the more insolent demand were assented t*; ifnd who, upon 

they become.. Like Bkass, in the Coiife- being asked fer tHe annu.'i the ikbc due 

dcracy, as they perceive our hesitation re« to you, were ■ i is j arising 

turn, they repeat their threats. " Ah, from the cessatmu 0 ! hi? t'ff..c . W'hat would 
" well, I’ll call a coach," says the you think of si.eU a miu? America dis- 
swindlcr, Buass; and, say the Arne- covers, in .his ca'-e. tlie iiitolenoe and base- ' 
ricans, " twelve millions sterling, that's ness of the viia ,'o, who, in order to .screen 
" all.” They make demands upon us; they h-.T carcase from the nbws hMugiit upon it 
arrogantly and insolently demand of Kng- by abuse too gre.at loi mori'tl -udurauce, 
land, without whose permission they dare thrusts forward her hc!plc*s ba.trard, with a 
not venture upon (he seas; (hey demand of " kill my inilcceiit bnbj, yon cpiel villain, 
her that she shall yield to them, wliat she '* do!" No': we do not wish-to kill your 
never yielded to any power in the woild, the bahy craditors, whet Vr peer.*, b.*tonet.s. of 
right of scaicliing neutral vessels for her own simpie cotnmiis its ; but. v.e are resolved, 
seamen, which seamen, by means the most or, 1 hope so, at least* tluit yi liat you have « 
fraudulelit and base, they liave long been in been Unable to bully ns oni o*', wt .sh:dl not 
the practice of inveigling away an<l detain- yield to their jew-like stip|)liesJtious Is 
ing; this demand is rejected, .and upon the this, j-e grds, the fofry-spirned repub'ic of 
ground of that rejection, they.jiass an jfbt to America! Are toe.so the .sons of ‘•'St. 
prohibit the importation of tertain English Tammany',’’ who would rather he' thought, 
goods, for the express purpose of compel- the descendants of a copper-col..ured savage 
Jing Eqgland to submit to their demand ; tJian the sons aiirl heir of Englishmen !• Is 
I'V.tgce issues a commercial decree, intended this tlio " new Ampliyciionic Council!" Is 
to deter America from having any communi ■ this the great and renowned " King Cong 1" 
cation with England; England retaliates; Sencliog up under-h."itid petitions to the 
thereupon the Americans, who had before parliamaim of Engl.md, anti resting, for a 
threatened to set in good earnest about the hope ^f imput;ity, upon tj*e circumstance 
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tliat othen, though innocent, would share 
in the punishment inflicted; procuring,* as 
it were, a pregnancy befbre-band, in t»rJer 
to escape, or at least defer, the day of 
•icecution} and, tlvjrein, acknowledging to 
the world, that all their charges, .against our 
jinticeand humanity, they themselves knew 
to be false! Well is it for us that the blood 
of the parent cannot be debased by that of 

the children.-There is a remedy for the 

distnissvs" of the people of America, 
which, as llie petitioners do not seem to 
have thought of it, 1 will take the liberty to 
point out. More i\uix three-foui thu the 

trade of America, that trade, the loss of 
which so distresses her, is with England and 
her dominions. What is it that has put a 
atop to this trade? The nun-importation 
act and the act of embargo. Well, then, 
wiry does she not rejteaf. those acts TJ»is is 
a thing to be accomplished in the space of 
three days. What an easy remedy a»d how 
natural! Aye, but there are our Orders in 
Council. Yes, but these Orders do not 
prevent a trade with England Snd her do¬ 
minions. They prevent a trade with France, 
and Aineiica cannot trade with England, 
unless England allows her to trado 
^•with France. Very true. Nothing can 
be more fair and reasonable; and all, 
then, that America has to do, is to ask 
France whether she will repeal her blocka¬ 
ding decree. If she dues, all is open again ; 
if not, all that Americ.\bas left for it, is, to 
endeavour to cotrfpel France to repeal that 
decree; or, if she choose nut to adopt that 
course, to continue to ti,ade with England 
and her dominions.———Thi<? is so clear and 
soju.st, that every man of common sense 
must perceive the reasonableness of it, and 
every disinterested man must approve of it. 
But, the petitioners know, as well as 1 do, 
that the American government are disposed 
to sacrifice the interests of that country, that 
hey are disposed to make the people sufler 
to the utmost extent of their endurance, ra¬ 
ther than abandon their partiality fof France, 
which partiality this same Mr. Jefferson and 
his abettors formerly professed to ground 
upon a similarity in principles of government, 
b it which they adhere to with even encreased 
forvenw, now that the government of France 
ir becoine a military despotism, and now 
that her chiefs have declared, that rfpublican 
government is the hot-bed of rascality (“ le 
‘‘ foyer des scelerats"), as may be seen by 
,1 reference to.tlie report of Talleyrand pre¬ 
paratory to the last change of government 
ia Funce. Mr. Alexander Baring (always 
r.*ady to defend .and justify the S^iuluct qi 
•\'*icrica) lus^ iudecd, his pamphlet. 


given another reason for this partiality. 
When France and England are at war, A mo- 
rica, he says, having great maritime inte¬ 
rests, and being, of coarse, desirous to pre¬ 
vent any '^>ower from oktain'ing a C0kpplel« 
predominaiice' at sea, will naturally throw 
her weight into the scale of France, as long 
as Francois inferior to England, in point of 
m.iritime force. She will? She will^natu¬ 
rally do this, will she ? She will lay aside alt 
other considerations, and keep steadily in 
view the prevehfing of Eogbiitl from main¬ 
taining a maritfiTie predominance ? This 1s 
her wisOi natural and obvious line of policy, is 
it ? It may be so, and it may become those 
who own Aineric.an ships, who lend money 
to An^jui ica, and Who .ire, in fact as well as 
in form, American citizens, to applaud this 
poheyin her govcmnicnt ; but, I am sure it 
becomes not us jiiiglishrneii to listen to lhc?F 
advice ; I am sure it becomeik us iv't to trust 
them with the guavdianship of either our 
money or our honour. Unless England had 
a decided predoiuluance at sea, France, every 
'man must see, would soon become her con¬ 
queror. Aye, says Mr. liaring, but what is 
tliat to America ? I think it is a good deal 
to her; but, if she thinks otherwise, J am 
sure it is a very good reason for our not lis¬ 
tening to the councils of those who have her 
interests at heart more than they can be sup¬ 
posed to have the interest of England at heart. 
—-—Mu. Gkattan, in the debate of tire 
11th instant, after having gone over the old 
arguments (with a due share of amplifica¬ 
tion), with respect to the commercial con¬ 
sequences of the Orders in Council, as bear¬ 
ing upon America, is reported to have added 
something loucliiiig tiie great political con¬ 
sequences of the same measure. The pas¬ 
sage, as reported in the Morning Chronicle, 
is this: " An American war, however, op- 
' pcared to tlie right honourable gentleman 
‘ to be much more dangerous on other 
' grounds than any that could arise out of 
' mere coalmercial considerations. He 
‘ called upon the British parliament to con- 
‘ siderthe consequences viseparating Great 
' Britain and America, and thus dividing 
' and weakening the only force that remain- 

* cd in the w. rid to sustain the character of 
' liberty—to ko/d out hopes to the Continent, 
■' The right honoifrablc gentleman enforced 
‘ this appeal in a strain of peculiarly inter- 
' esting and impressive eloquence-^and 
' conduded with exhorting gentlemen to 
‘ reflect, that any loss to America *or Eng- 
' laud, would but add to the accHtnutated 

* gains of France —would but advance the 

' Strength of that power which was equally 
' the enemy of both,"-The eloquence of 
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Mr, Grattan might be, fqrany thing I know 
to tlje contrary, " peculiarly interesting and 
" impressive;” but the reasoning appears 
to me to have been worth very little indeed. 
Upoa’ the reading of this parage, who 
• would not suppose, that the speaker bad 
tliought hinisell* carried back to the year 
1775 r “ S't'para/iwy Great Britain and Ame¬ 
s' ric.;!” Why Mr. Baring (who knows much 
more of iho disposition of America than Mr. 
(irattan ever knew), tells iiSj in justification 
of America, tifat it is naturalItj her policy 
to throw her weight into the scaleof" France,” 
until lingland is deprived of her maritime 
• superiority; that is to say, in plain words, 
until England bf ujion the eve of subjuga¬ 
tion. That the Arnerican’Govcrnmenfc views 
the matter in the same light that Mr Ba- 
jing df>es is evident from its conduct; from 
Its notorious and flagrant partiality to France; 
from its otficers, civil and military, in all its 
sea-port towns, giving ^pen encouragement 
to the inveigling away of our seamen; from 
the pertinacity which it has shown with re-^ 
■■ spect to its demand upon us to mve up our 
right of searching for seamen, ^ demand 
which could have no important motive, | 
other than that of enfeebling of our na¬ 
val force, and a demand, too, w'hich, ] 
in all probability, was made, if not at the 
instigation, at least with the decided appro¬ 
bation of France. To compel us to submit 
tb this demand an act of congress has been 
passed, while whjch act existed the late 
ministers had the meanness to treat with 
America, and they have since blamed the 
present ministry fof not resuming the nego- 
ciation upon the .same basis. From all this, 
from the publications, tolerated by the go¬ 
vernment of America, inviting our seamen 
to de.sert, and proposing public subscriptions 
to reward them for so doing ; from the thou¬ 
sands of instances of American envy and 
hatred of England ; from the multitude of 
proofs that no 'concessions on our part are 
capable of abating thi.s implacable ho.stihty : 
from nil this, it abundantly appears, that 
Mr. Baring is better acc|uainted with the 
policy of America than Mr. Grattan fs, and 
that to express alarm at the idea of separa¬ 
ting Great Britain from America,” wobld, if 
it had come from any one but a member of 
parliament, merit an epithet, 'which, ftbm 
the deep sense of respect which I bear to¬ 
wards, the hotjoprable house, I shall here 

^prbear tq apply.-Mr. Grattan appears to 

be surprisingly affected, at tbe idea of “ di- 
" yiatng and tveakening the only force” 
(the force of Great Britain and America) 
that remains in the world to sustain the 
'' character of liberty, and to ^old out hopes j 


** to the continent of Europe.'* But, before 
Mr. Gi attan had given way to his feelings of 
.sorrow upoit this scc^, and especially betoie 
be bad made an attempt to communicate 
them to hU honourable lellow lawgivers, it 
might have been worth bis while to ascer¬ 
tain the point, how, in what way, the force 
of Great Britain and America can now be 
.said to be united ; because, unless (wo things 
can, with propriety, be said to be joined to- 
getlier, it appears to me to be pretty nearly, if 
not quite, nonsense, to calk of dividing them. 
Did Mr. Grattan mean, that the two nations 
were, though not directly, yet indirectly, in 
co-operation ? The fact is notoriously the 
reverse, as has been before shown ; and, does 
he think, that, from the former state of 
things, when Americans carried on the trade 
for France between her and her colonies 
and her dependent states ; when Americans 
made sham purchases of French merchant 
ships and so prevented the los.s of the use of 
,thuse ships to France; when Americans 
were frequently detecied in evading our 
blockades of French ports, and in conveying 
to our enemy naval and military .stores, 
when Americans were seen, in the* ports of 
France, and (the moment Russia becainl^ 
our enemy) in the ports of Russia, toasting 
tbe perpetuity of the union between our 
enemies and America, and “ success to 
their efforts against the tyrants of the seas 
does Air. Grattan think, that, from this 
state of things, from <hisli|ie of conduct, on 
the part of America, the opprcs.sccl part of 
the continent l)f ^trope could entertain a 
hope of delivcr.^dt; ? Does he think that 
America hereacteil tlie partwf endeavouring 
to sustain the character of liberty in the 
" world —No, sir, that which is “ lost 

by America is 710 I gained by France.” If 
America loses by her being blockaded, if 
she cease to send out her shtps, France loses 
too,'because she is thereby cut off fiom all 
communication with her colonies, which, 
colonies must go to rapid decay. America 
loses by being prohibited from franduleatly 
covering French ships and cargoes with her 
flag ; bfit dues not France lose by the same 
prohibition ? America loses, in short, by 
every measure that .prohibits, or restricts, 
her commerce with France and her stiiies ; 
but, France and her allies lose in a much 
greater degree. It is not true, then, that what 
islo.st by America is gained by France . they ' 
were, and they'are, in every thing, exc, fit 
in open arms, united; and. far roi.iies 
to matters of commerce, the loss of the oiVj 
in the way we are speaking ol^ i.s the K.sb ot 
theolbei^—No, Sir; no. Mr. Grattan, 
the wnyto concert America lifont her pbsti> 
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D„tc, foolish and base partiality to France, 
is iiiit thaf of roi.cehsion and forbearance. 
We have tried ffteen years of copce»^ions 
(see Register, Vi.’l. Xtl page ytil and llie 
following;) we have stjown f(*rbeaiaiice, 
such a< was never tiefMe shown bvapy nation 
iivthe world, which bail the p »wcr to resent 
Injuries and m-uh" j and, the t()H:J'-rji.ence 
has bt^en, new deiuinJ.s, lic;,l( injuries and 
fresh insult- I lieg the rcadx.r to n-fer to 
Vol. XII page (jOl. Thu facts ;hero staled 
cannot b« det.iod, and, with ihose lads be¬ 
fore us, shai! vve make new fouct ssioiis ? 
and shall we exinise still lurtlic.' for¬ 
bear,mre ? The l.ile ministers attempted it. 
The'7resi.lent sent his envoys to iitgi clale 
w:lh iis upon .sever.il pc-inls ; and, in order 
to ellt'.d to his demands, he piociired 
an a< i of iKiU impo’ljtion to be parsed, ready 
to be put ui exeention against iis, if those de¬ 
mands were rehiscJ. Our late ministers 

■were such.1 daie not say 

■what the}' were for submitting to treat under 
Mich cireiiuiitinces, and I will not wrong 
iny indign.ilion by an inadeipiale phrase. 
Tlit-.y .submitied to treat: they who talked 
so nuK'h .ibout national honour, and the dig- 
rity of their Uoy<d Master, submitted |(> 
ireal in his nani". with the threat rf “ Tho- 
mas .Teftt-rson” hanging over his head 
Ihey did not sfihuln/e aw'ay our right ol 
.se.iuh; hut, they reserved the point for 
future disciesion, and they did pledge their 
** Roy il M.istfr” to dos(n"c///,\,,.'mo»e, with 
respect to lilt' ngl.i of scirch, than to take 
care th-itthce should be npabu'ie in liie rtcr- 
else ofit. What more thev w.mld h ivr, <I'>:ie 
we were, happily, pievcntoi" from k.ujwing, 
by their di-mission from ofi'ice. lint " TIio- 
“ nias JoIFcrsoii,” was not to be ]nif otf I'.y 
vague protn'ses. Ke saw onr allies Ijsi fal¬ 
ling before Napok-on, Ujxni the CiJiiltui nt of 
Europe, and, by way, I suppose, ot illus¬ 
trating Mr. Grattan’.s doctrine of union be- 
tw'i n England and America, in' opposition 
to France, h« seized upon dial moment of 
our .alaim, as he imagined, to send baek the 
treaty miratifed. and to point out ttie alter¬ 
ations and adlitiouiy ihat ho insisittl upon 
being inlrotln ed, just, as has been before 
observed, as a bi'seigiug general sends back 
an offer of c ■pltnlr'.'u»n.» But, as his adverse 
fate would have n, :he commarders of ♦he 
gari i.soii Jiad, in the mean time, bc^ai chan¬ 
ged; nn.i, the new onfs, wb .fever other 
fjnjls ti.ey might have (and those were not 
either few in number or tritliug in magni- 
tu'ie), they had not tliat of foolish fondness for 
Pp • ;Ocnt Jefferson and his frencliilied fac- 
ti.Ui, nor were they so basely coni,.husant tp 
the impudent .clubs of commerce, iis to be 


ready to sacrifice the honour of the nation 
at the shrine of kuch despicable inte^ests.- 
Tbe rejected treaty, the. returned articles of 
capitniatiuu, were received with an assurance 
given to tju* American piinister here,, that 
the negociStitai should not ho^resumf.d, ‘aiKl 
that no new 'legociatioa slunild be begun up¬ 
on the satiic basis; for which manly con- 
duct iIk; present njinisters have been cen.«u- 
’ red by Lord Grenville, censure, however, 
which they ■will, I dare say, make shift to 

survive.-Hfre ended, I.hope, the long 

chapter of concessions and forlicarauce to 
America; a nation that has ri'paid every 
new heiik'fit with .1 new injury, every new' 
act of kindness with a new insult, every 
cdrc.ss with a kick irad ever/bkssing with a 
curse. 

“ Tcnrtcr-haiiflt'l press a nettle. 

And it V(iu for your pains; 

Press it, likea’iiiaiiut mettle, 

And It sou u.siik^entains. 

Tis the same with vu1i;ar natures. 

Use tliem kindly, they icbtl; 
f But, be lOLjjh uS iiutrneg-graters, 

Atid the ro.;wcs obey you well." 

The truth of this maxim, which I applied 
to the Auiericans when w'e were face (o face, 
has been strikingly verified by them lui- 
dci the En.'lish government, which toward^ 
/rtcw, at lea.'-t, was mild in the extreme, 
tlicy showed an uncommon je.nlousy of all 
authority ; th-y resented every ihiag, which 
could be possibly construed into an attempt 
upon their liberties. TlTeir pifcseut rulers 
kimw them w'ell, and knowing them, they 
scruple not to give them.thv imimeg-grater 
pre'.iy freely. Tlieir governoi., andjndge.s 
do things, with perfect impunity, that would 
raise an open robelliun in England, even at 
this day. ‘ It is a notorious fact, that a man, 
imprisoned for an assanll upon his wife, was 
forgotten in one of their prison cells, and 
when the' keeper recollected him, was 
found dead, and Aft/f devoured ly the rats. 
Yet, no stir did Ibis m.ikc, 'lliere was no 
public proceeding of any sort iostftuted. 
Another man was sent to prison, upon sus- 
pivion i)f robbing the bank. He was com¬ 
mitted l.-y one of the bankers. The real 
criminal w'as soon found out. Yet was the 
first man, without any oath made against 
himt kept in jail for a long while, and a- 
mnngst felons too, upon the ground, that he 
bad been employed about the locks of the 
bank, and was, therefore, adangerous'maa. 
A man’ who had been charged with a libel* 
upon Jefi^rson, died m j^aiJ> in Vir^foia, 
committed by a justice of me peace, b^usc 
he could not iind bail to keep the peace and 
be of good behaviour, and this, observe. 
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previous to conviction. The bail demanded 
was greater than it could reason f'oly bo ex¬ 
pected thul Ihe mau should ('bt3ill; ihough 
theit conViituiion expressly enjuiiis, that ex¬ 
cessive bail shall, in no case, ho doinand- 
ed. >rho tyrannical acts of tile Oligar¬ 
chy which n 'w^reigns in America, un ier 
the name and lorm oi a republicasi govern¬ 
ment, are not to be described in a sniail 
cami^ss. The rulers are, for the greater 
pa-i, lawyers, and lawyers, too, observe, 
very dilVcront indeed from 4 be lawyers in 
Engl uul, taken in general.* A set ot men, 
who unite, without exception, the profes¬ 
sion of the attorney with that of fhe bar- 
’ rister; who have no sort of shame in nuking 
for a job, and iii'ander bidding one ai-othcr j 
who are versed in all the arts of chiSauery 
and frabd; and, who, when they arrive at 
stations ol' gicat power and inliuenee, ever- 
eise, under tije name of law and jusiice, 
oppression sui'Ii as despotism never dieamt 
oi, to ail which the jieople submit like spa¬ 
niels, while they nave, at tlic same lion*, 
..the front to invite oHr soi/ors to “ partake 1 
" of their liberty and hapon.-'s',# thus ex¬ 
hibiting to the world a sinking in oce of 
that harumny, which it always ijtind to 
subsist bei'.veea tlh' sister vices, baseness 

and insolence.-la the conduct of ihe 

nation tovvards Vrance, on the one hand, 
and towards hingland, on the other, vie pei- 
cpive all the marks of the same disposition. 
Thera is scarcely any one sort of wrong, 
which they have nftl received at the hands of 
France. Tlicy have had their pioperty sicz- 
ed; they liaic bc.c.n captured at scaj their j 
ships have bevn shot at, afterwards boarded, 
and made to pay so much for cash shot fired 
at them ; they hive been detained in the 
French colonics; their property has been 
taken, bv order of the French comipanders 
in tlie W esi -Indies, and paid for in bills upon 
France, which have been refused jMyment; 
their government, even Washington, has 
been nosed and -threatened by the French 
envoy} they have discovered that envoy 
treating with their Secretary of State for a 
bribe; they, in the intercepted dispatches 
of the FVench envoy, find themselves de¬ 
scribed as the most corrupt and villainous 
people upon earth; some scores of them 
have been taken and flogged by the Freitfh; 
in' short, they have been kicked and cuf^ 
and buffeted and spit upon, till the French 
appedh to have been wearied with the exer¬ 
cise. And yet, the consequence, as we see, 
is a •decided, and even a growing partiality 
for France, while a precisely opposite con¬ 
duct towards-them, on the part of England, 
has inspired them, as towards her, with a 


spirit of aggression and of insolence.-^—- 
Such a nation, Mr. Grattan, Is not to be 
won by coitcession, mildness, and forbear¬ 
ance ; and, *be you estRireJ, Sir, that if Ve 
are to remain at pedce wiih Ametica, 
which, upon proper terms, I dewie full as 
much as you (and have, I am pretty certain, 
greater personal reasons for desiring it), we 
sli."!l have to thank the naval and military 
foice, now assembled and assembling at 
Bermuda, It is in vain to disguise this fact. 
It is fix>lish to fear that wc shall produce irri¬ 
tation by openly avowing onr opinions. 
Wc have to tleal with a nation by no means 
delicate, and who, in short, are to be in¬ 
duced to act justly and moderately by no¬ 
thing but force.-Mr. PoNSo.vuy, in the 

report of the debate of the JOth instant, 
is represented as having ridiculed the idea of 
reducing Napeleon to re,xsonab]ti terms of 
jieace, by the means of the regulations laid 
down in the Orders of Council, and to liave 
asked in a most triumphant tone: " Did 
“ the destruction of Lyons, the fi.st silk 
“ m.inufaclu:'iiig town in France, produce 
“ any -.erious eilecl upon the resources of 
“ that country ? Was the loss of St. Do- 
mingy, the finest colony in the world, 
“ of such serious consequences to the in- 
I “ lerests of France?” I answer both ques- 
1 liops III the negative. Why, this is my own 
doctrine, Mr. Fonsonby; for, ,have 1 not, 
when the resources arising frpm foreign 
trade have Uvn talked of, said, look at 
“ France, wlx^ has Seconu: strong and great 
" in proportion as she has become less com- 
I mercial.” v h'f * most powerful ar¬ 
gument i but, wen, it was directly at war 
with the petition of the Sharpes and the 
Barings, and with all the long speeches 
(good God how long!) intended to show, 
that the Orders in Council, if persevered 
in, would prove the overthrow of Man¬ 
chester and Birmingham, and would'ihere- 
by greatly injure the countr}', diminish its 
resources, enfeeble, it, and pave the way 
for its subjugation. Yes, Sir, thik argn- 
ment of *yours was a complete answer to the 
speeches of your comanercial friends, par¬ 
ticularly Lord Henry Petty; also to the 
pamphlets of Messrs. Baring and lloscoe. 
These gentlemen all* vehemently contend, 
that commerce is the life-blood qf the na¬ 
tion; an^ that, as the Orders of Council 
will diminish, and nearly, destroy, com¬ 
merce, these Orders will, of course, be t^e 
ruin of the natiou. But you, to whose de- 
partmeat it fell to shew that the Orders 
would, by diminishing the commerce of the 
enemy, no harm, laugh at (be idea of 

aciaiioyibcipf iftjared by the diminution or 
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destruction of Us trade and commerce*. There 
was, 1 must confess, a great difficulty‘to 
overcome. It was the business yf the whole 
faction (o make the p^^e believe, if they 
could, that this me^isure of their opponents 
was injurious to England, and not at all in- 
juHous to France. It was not easy to do tliis 
amongst men of impartiality and plain sense; 
because, it was allcdged by you, that the 
measure would diminish the commerce of 
England, and we all knew that it would go 
near to produce the utter annihilation of all 
the retuaiuitig commerce in France. Tne 
effect in both countries was of precisely the 
same nature; the difference was only in the 
degree; and, as it was evident, that what¬ 
ever might be the amount of the evil in 
England, it would be surpassed by the 
amount of the evil in France, the balance, it 
was efjually evident, was in our favour. Such 
being the case," the course which, I think, 
wisdom pointed out, was, to make the most 
of flu* evils which England would experience 
from the measure, and to say not a word 
about its operation with respect to France. 
But. this is what a faction, in or out ofplace, 
never yet did. They never yet contented 
^enisehes wiili what told in their favour. 
rl'h?v must always have more. Every thing 
which they oppose must be black and white 
alteinaicly, ai>it m iy ,s\n‘. their purpose so to 
consider it.- — -Atti »• n'.!, however, Mr.Pon- 


the others being, more or less dosely,dq}en* 
dent upon their ufill; but, this is a cal^jnity 
now" not to be removed byos. Our enemy 
may remove it whensoever he pleases we 
are ready t() give up tiie rigid exercise ^our 
power by s& ;»but this we cannot do, while . 
he holds all the land in subjection.——Ame¬ 
rica, if shsrwcre disposed to act justly and 
wisely, might soon put an end to the contest. 
By uniting in the war with us; by sec&ring 
to our colonies an ample supply of provisions 
and lumber; by putting every one at ease 
with respect to iftanufactures and commerce, 
and by leaving France and her dependent 
stales no Ijojk* of embarrassing us by a con- , 
tiniiatioii of ilie war; by these means, she 
would obtain the glory of giiling peace to the 
' world,* But these are means, which she 
will never employ,’till necessity shall com¬ 
pel her to shake off the rancouroiis faction^ 
under which she is now sinking from disgrace 
to disgrace. Mr. CUvies, one of the most 
able and most worthy men in America, has 
observed, in his excellent wcik upon gec^ra- 
*phy, lately published in Philadelphia, that - 
the nations of Europe cannot view with 
indifference a nation of transatlantic tra¬ 
ders that discover no sympathy in the con¬ 
vulsions of a whole continent, no anxiety 
about the snttibrings of other nations, as 
long as those sufferings open new chan¬ 
nels of commerce, and swell the revenues 


Boijby appears to view the Oiders of Coun¬ 
cil in a light vcm v '.lif^’erent from that, in 
which they are regarded by me. It is evi¬ 
dent, that the measurejWill fi/roduce great 
distress in France .iiid in |ill rtier dependent 
states, and the conserjucuedt, of this distress 
cannot but be lavoiirable to ns. But, the 
light in which I love to look at it, !■> that of a 
declaration, i.sMU'd in the laic of I'le v.o.Kl, 
that England is resol'.ed to comni.>'..J the 
sea, and that no nation sh.ill navigate upon it 
without her permission, or without exposing 
themselves to punishment a' her hand*. [l 
was liigli time to do something of this sort, 
unless we cliost; to sink cjuietly upder the 
domin.ation of France.' No man s'.ippose.s, 
that Napoleon wall< be induced to listen to 
equitable terms of |x.'.ice, merely because his 
commerce i.-, totally mined; but, if, by this 
maritime measure, we‘convince bini that'we 
are resolutely bent upon exercising exclusive 
dominion upon the sea .is long as, he conti¬ 
nues to exercise such dominion upon the 
kind, he will be disposed, if any thing can 
dispose him, to' enter upon ncgociatioas for 
peace upon terms' compatible with our ho¬ 
nour and our safuty. It is, I allow it, a ca¬ 
lamity, that tho civilized world shv^ild be dl* 
\ided.between two great master states, all 


of the stale.” Certainly, the nations of' 
Em ope cannot view such a people with m- 
dilfercnre. Mr. Davies iTas given a just pic¬ 
ture of his nation, and a most unamiable one 
it is. One great reason, .that the partiality 
to France (at all times evinced by the rulers 
of Atn*'nca) is viewed with approbation by 
the people, good as well as bad, is this; that 
France hcir.g an irritable power, there is 
ftiort danger of a disturbance of commerce 
I'uitn any olfcnce given to her than from an 
oifence given to England, As iftheysaidt 
“ England we know will not interrupt ii.s, 

“ do what we will. All, therefore, that 
w'e have to do, is to keep well with 
France.” This is the principle, by which 
the i cj*y best of the public men in America 
have been, all along, actuated. It is time, 
therefore, that we convince them, • that, 
though not so ready to discover irritation as 
France is, we are not made of such lump¬ 
ish materials as to be affected by no injury 
or insult that ingenious malice can invent; 
{(lid, when they discover, that we are not 
disposed to brook that wbjeh they vPoald nol 
attempt towards France, they may, perhaps, 
in making up the account, find the balance 
of danger on the side opposite to that, on 
which they have hitherto thought it to rest^ 
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and may be disposed to treat us as well, at 
least, 98 they treat our enemy.——As things 
now stand, America must begin the work of 
reconbiliation. I have always said, that it 
was for the ministiirs to conside{ how far 
they imght relax, with regard to Atnerica, in 
the exercise of ou( maritime dominion. But, 
America, is the aggressor; she passed her 
^on-importation act two years ago. The 
first sthp, the very first step, therefore, is the 
repeal of that act. That being done, we 
may, with propriety, and without loss of 
cliaracter, negociste with her, as to a relax¬ 
ation of the rules laid down in the Orders of 
. Council; but, until she take that step, it is 
for us to remain immoveable in our present 
position. ^ 

Army. — - T he Mutiny Bill has passed 
the House of Commons, and with the clause 
'Spoken of in my last. Thus has the measure 
of. Mr. Windham, decidedly the best that 
ever was adopted with itespect to the arm), 
been, upon only a few days notice, rendered 
null and void. The votes for the clause were 

• 19t), against 110, a grc.iter minority than* 
the ministers Imd before met with. Out of 
doors, the measure has excited great general 
disgust, but not greater than it merits; and, 
it is to be hoped, that, first or last, the au¬ 
thors of it will meet with their just reward. 
—Upon this third reading of the mutiny 
bill. Sir Francis Burdeit moved to introditce 
the following clause : that no officer in the 
** army should be dismissed or deprived of 
** his pay, otherti'ise than by the sentence 

of a court-martial, or by address of either 

House of Parliament.”-This being a 

question of vital importance to the remain¬ 
ing liberties of the country, I shall here in¬ 
sert the short' sketch of the debate, as it is 
given in the new.spapers, referring the read¬ 
er, for a more full report, to the Parliamen¬ 
tary Debates. 

• Sir P. Burdett, pursuant to the notice 
given for him a few days since by a noble 
friend of his (Lord Folkestone) had to offer 
a clause, to prevent officers from being dis¬ 
missed from the army by any other means 
than the sentence of a Court Martial. He 
thought such a provision of essential impor¬ 
tance to the army, to the interests of the 
crown, and t&o.se of the country. The form 
of the proposition he had to make ^ras so 
moderate, that he did not conceive any ob¬ 
jection could be made to it. He was not 
aware of any opposition being intended, ex¬ 
cept flrom some loose ideas that had been 
thrown out, of its trenching on the Preroga¬ 
tive. He did not think it did. But even if 
it were true that it.did,' he should not think 
that would be a reasonable objection with 
^he bouse, if he could shew that the povver^ 
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so far as be meant to correct it, had been ex* 
ercised in a manner detrimental to tlie ho¬ 
nour of the crown and the interests of the 
army and of* thecovw^.' The army itself 
was constitutionally looked upon as a great 
infringement made by the crown on the pre¬ 
rogatives of the people. He did not say it 
was an unnecessary infringement. But as 
the army was constitutionally an invasion of 
the liberties of the people, the principle of 
limiting in some respects the arbitrary power 
of the crown, with re.spect ti' the army, could 
not be looked upon as trenching on the prero¬ 
gative of the crown, which held the army only 
by the indulgence of parliament. He contend¬ 
ed that no prerogative of the crown, ought 
to infringe on the liberties of the people. 
The clause he should propose had noiliiug in 
view but to secure that justice and fair ch'al- 
ing which should alwa\5 mark the pioci.ed- 
ings of the crown towards the people. Ho 
proposed to restrain only that which no king 
if well advised, would ever do. Jr was due 
to the officers of the army, to aftjrd them 
that legal protection for their forian.’.s and 
lives, and what was of still muie iinpoitance 
to them, their characters, which person.^ of 
other classes enjoyed. They were now 
wholly at the mercy of those malicious whis * 
pers, by which the ears of persons high in 
authority, were ever liable to be abused. Of¬ 
ficers of the army should certainly be no 
worse situated in this re.spect than the rest of 
his majesty’s subjects. No nran whatsoever 
ought to be condemfled qjr punished wd'hout 
a hear ing. Such was the principle of British 
justice. TheUioi^ur of which militnr) men 
were so tcnaciV»’i was exposed to luin often 
without the possibility off guarding against 
it. The dLscipliue of the army aLo suffered 
materially by the practice he wished to cor¬ 
rect. For when those who, if brought to 
trial, would be fouinl decidedly deserving of 
punishment, were blended in the operation 
of one undistinguishing stroke of power with 
those who, if tried, had the means of procu¬ 
ring themselves an honourable acquittal, vir¬ 
tue anB good conduct, in a great measure, 
lost their stimulus, gnd bad conduct 'W'as 
sheltered from a great part of that shame, 
which was the most effectual check upon its 
vicious progress. As the object he had in 
view was to prevent future abuse rather than 
to censure the past, be forbore to cast any 
rcBection or to cite any of those cases which 
it would be competent to adduce. He might 
be told these were cases in which pefsona 
were dismissed, whom it would be hari! to 
expose bya court martial, though it would have 
been hij^ly improper to continue them in the 
servif^ Persons of this kind might be per- 
miiiled to fesign, and tffus l^ierf wou|<| 
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always be a sufficient security agaiivst abuse 
of every kind. It was the principle of ^the 
Hritish constitution to separate every tiling 
odious from the and to adorn it with 

the heavenly attributes of mercy and the 
power of relief. It was an inoonsi'^tency with 
this principle that he wished to remove, by 
gwing to the t^fficers of the army the same 
measure of justice enjoyed by the rest of the 
community. It was by the army that the 
crown was supported and the people pro¬ 
tected, .and why shouul the army be in a 
worse situation than any ol her part of the 
people in the essenti i) point of justice ? 
The array had now grown to such an ex¬ 
tent, with a di-position still iurthcr ta 
augment it, tli.nt even in point of mere 
numerical consideration, it was a large 
portion of the people. And in the present 
critical and dangerous situation of the 
country, when ttur safety depended so much 
«n the zeal and energy of (he officers of the 
army, ought they to be left in circumstances 
in w'liicli they might bo whispered out of 
their rank and situation, into poverty, dis¬ 
grace, and ruin, and a tliousaud calamities 
worse than any law could inflict, by the arts 
ot a dark inaliguanl assassin, who would 
dare to meet them iu the open liglit of 
•genuine Pritish justice ? Courts martial 
afforded ample means to punish eveiy 
description of offence, and when it was 
considered that these courts were not like 
juries, bound to be unanimous in their 
sentence, and how nmny descriptions of 
offences could be included under the very 
extensive and sweeping cltirg^of ungentle 
nian-like conduct, so oftbn^vensured and 
punistied by then, he was sure no latitude 
of impunity could be apprehended, by 
giving every accused person llie opportunity 
of staling his case, before such a tribunal. 
He moved a clause accordingly." 

“ T/te Secretary at War complimented Ijbe 
honourable baronet on the moderation y/hxch 
he had displayed } but objected to the clause 
because he had laid no ground for it. He 
urged the bad consequences of chaRge,s in 
the military system without the strongest 
reasons for it; and Ihe necessity that the 
army should be dependent on the crown. It 
was so necessary that eve^ if it were not the 
the case at present, he should have proposed 
-it now for the first time. He would wish, if 
it were ppssible, that the military shoiJfldhave 
the advantage of the common law j but it 
was •inconsistent w'ith the constitution and 
discipline of the army. The history of the 
world proved the necessity of strict disci¬ 
pline iu an army, and for this it tQust look 
It a head. The instances in whiBih the 


power alluded to had been exercised were of 
late extremely rare; but the best eefilcts 
resulted from the existence ,of the power. 
Every part of the prerogative pnshfd to 
extremes would produce abuses—such as in 
the making qf peace or Var. ButtUi'&was 
no reason for dimiuisliiiig that prerogative. 
An array,independent of the sovereign was 
contrary to common sense. Such an 
encroachment on the prerogative would 
subvert the constitution. He allowed that 
in former timFS officers had been deprived 
of their regiments for voting against mi¬ 
nisters. ,£ut there were no instances of 
this abuse in modern times. He therefore 
gave his decided negative to the proposi¬ 
tion.” . * 

" Lord Folhestone adverted to the extra¬ 
ordinary manner in w'hich the honourable 
secretary had answered the arguments of the 
Itunourable baronet on his side. He- had 
complimented him first for not stating past 
abuses, and then objected to the clause, be¬ 
cause no grounds had been laid for it. The 
honourable secretary very well knew that . 
there wera instances of the most cruel op¬ 
pression that might be stated. But the 
honourable baronet below only loctked .to 
the fiUure, and had laid irrcslible grounds 
for his pru[>o$ition. He had stated his ob¬ 
ject to be to protect tin, officers and the 
cro'vn itself from doing what was known 
to have been done, and from the secret 
whispers of slander and malice. His lord¬ 
ship, however, expressecHiis hope, that the 
honourable baronet would withdraw his 
clause, and bring the subject forward iti a 
separate bill, for so grave and important a 
matter required the most serious delibera¬ 
tion and the fullest discussion. The ho¬ 
nourable baronet he allowed could not, 
however, be liable to the charge of precipi¬ 
tation from the other side. Ihe noble lord 
opposite had brought forward his clause in 
a manner equally sudden; and as the ho- 
uourable secretary had expressed so strongly 
his aversion to changes, he, no doubt, 
would give his vote against the change pro¬ 
posed by the noble lord near him. He 
earnestly requested the honourable baronet 
to withdraw his clause for the present, as 
he should regret extremely to be obliged to 
give it hia negative.” 

tolonel Duckett opposed the clause, on 
account that it would be making the army 
judges in its own cause; aud also, as it - 
po^d to refuse, for the first time, the plac- 
iag confidence in the crown, when we bed 
a sovereign who pf all others had best de¬ 
served it.” 

General Fitxpatrick said, that when'he 


C 
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bad proposed any change in the constitntiun 
of the army, he had always stilted, reason* 
which appeared to him to make it a matter 
of ne^sity. The military laws wore na¬ 
turally regarded in that house with a strong 
prejud'ifle j and those who wery pjtticularly 
^ attached to the’principles of-the oonstHU- 
tion, applied argiunents to these lays w hlcli 
were not at all suited to the nature of the 
case. ‘They were a nectss.:ry evil, and 
ought not to he interfered w'ith. The ho¬ 
nourable baronet had been pomplimenffid 
foe his moderation, in not ^ing into past 
abuses; but he was bound to make out 
the Strongest case before a change •of this 
‘kind co'.'id be for a moment contemplated. 
The j'roposiiion,' thcrefoi^', had his decided 
negative,” • 

The hiotion was withdrawn, in order to 
he brought forward again in a separate bdt. 
I have long wisln'd to sec thin question 
brought before pailiamont. I wanted to 
hear what they would say to it; andp-ni- 
cularly what the /P7g\ would say, those tine 
jold boys, those “ champions of onr rights,” 

• as a coiTespondcnt in my last (whjpm I shall 
answer in my next) c'alls them. Geuml 
Fitzpatrick spoke for the whole, 1 .suppose; 
and now, 1 should think, that the friends of 
Sir Francis Burdett may set their miinls 
at rest as lo the support that he is to 
receive from the Whigs. I have befoie 
ob'>t‘rs'ed upon the alteration, which 
t he increased stale of the army has 
made in regard to the prerogative in question. 
When the whole of the peace cstabicshnicnt 
was not above ten thousand men, there w'as 
no danger in the’prerogative; but, now, 
when the number of commissioned officers is 
more than ten thousand; when one can 
Rearccly walk a hundred yard.s, in any street 
of any town, without rubbing against an 
officer of the army ; when no small part of 
the members of both houses of parliament 
are officers of the army ; and when there is 
scarcely a family of any note in the whole 
kingdom that has not some relation an of¬ 
ficer in the array, surely such a prerogative 
must be very dangerous. England is now a 
milUary country; it is so professed to be by 
the ministry and the parliament; and, if this 
be so, and if tlie king bas the absolute 
power of dispossessing, at his pleasure, and 
without reason assigned, every officer of the 
army of his means of existence as well as of 
his Character, of what sort, I ask, is the go- 

* vernment of England ?—Colonel Duckett’s 
observation, Uiat the proposition refused to 
place confidence in a sovereign, who, of 

all others best deserved it,” was, to be 
sure, of great weight. Yes, without doubt. 
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no sovereign evtr deserved confidence so 
well^as his Majesty.- That is a settled point. 
But,* the worst of it is, that there will al¬ 
ways be mun^o say tlie^ianw thing of every 
future sovereign, as fnetthaie b'.>en to say 
it of the past. Vora has a passage, the words 
of which 1 fi rgfct, but the substanre of 
which is, that 'he v'haracter whom he is de* 
scribing, always thought the king of the 
.time being the best; and, when one king 
I died, could scarce bu vext, so wise and gra- 
■ cions was tiie next. But, the qualities of 
: Uie king had nothing at all to do with the 
' m''tter. Sir Fiancis Burdett prefessed to 
w'sh for nothing more than to g'lard the of- 
i fleers of the sriny for the future; and, 

: surely, to leave the forinnc"*, the character, 

I and the hapj .css ol so considera’ole a part 
i of the nation at (he sole mercy of the niili- 
I t;ny adviser of the king is not ii-ry agreeable 
to the spirit of those laws, whicli make up 
"/haf is railed the constitution of Euglnnci. 
I carnejitly lu»'o. that this subject-will un- 
dergoan ample discussion, ft is of infinitely 
I greate: imp itanceto the people of E'lgland, 
tlnui all the quesiions about coninierce and 
the law of naticn«, which have cost the 
honourable membefs so many hard nights* 
woik during the present session, and which 
have caused the pi intin, of more p.'pers 
than any man living could read in a year, 
though he went overthem with the volubility 
of a l.iw'-stationer*!, clerk. 

PouTUGOKsE Merchants. -1 lose not 

a nio.'nent in endeavouring to put the public 
upon its guard against an* attempt, which, 
according to alparigrapb in the Courier, of 
the J.5tii instarL wiis description of persons 
are pit t iring trrniake npoi^lhc taxes. It is 
there staied, that they h.ive had a meeting 
at the London 'Tavern, and have uppoiiiled a 
committee to wait upon the Secretary of 
State, in order to obtain indt'ipuiticaiiun for 
their losses, in their precipitate flight from 

Lis{>on.-This is intolerable. What! are 

we to be taxed to pay for the losses, wiiich 
they have incurred in trade ? Do we buffer 
a bookseller, or a printer, to come to us 
for losses, which he may have su.stjined by 
fire ? As well might we indemnify the 
farmer for his losses by the sheep-rot or the 
turnip-fly.—-Why did they not insure ? 
If they could not dn*that, why did they not 
come away sooner ? They liad plenty of 
notice.-*—In short,this is as impudent as tho 
application of the adventurers lo Buenos 
Ayres, and worse of it cannot be said.—— 
Upon one condition I would grant them in¬ 
demnification. I would make each indivi¬ 
dual givejin account of bis profits, since hi? 
•began^^de with Portugal. Those prolitar 
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he should tlicn pay into.the exchequer. I 
would then give him as much as he could 
have earned, in ,the c apacity o( a labouring 
man, from the ImS^ began to trade whit 
Portugal until the, present time, deducting 
the sum necessary for his support as’a labour- 
iijg man, during that sp.iLC. If he had 
made no profits, I would advance him out ot 
the taxes, the amount of 12 shillings a week 
for a year, or, which would be much belter, 
perhaps, ^end him, at once, to the parish, 
if he were unable to woik.-—What in¬ 
sufferable, what outrageous impudence! 
A set of men leave their own country, 
go to another to carry ou a loci alive trade, 
continue in that trade for years, and, at 
last, when they can stay no longer, when 
they can derive no longer any profits from 
a trade, for the support of which their' 
country has dearly paid in aim.iiuents ami 
subsidies, home they come and demand 
indemnification for the loss they have sus¬ 
tained, in tunsequence of having remained 
to the last moment! 

The American Merchant, whose letter 
came too late tp be noticed, without great 
inconvenience, shall see his letter and my 
answer, in the next number. In the mean 
while, i think, he will regard it but fair to 
give me his name, in consequence of the 
base imputation contained in the last para¬ 
graph of bis letter.-^Whether he send 

his name or not, however, bis letter shall 
be inserted. 

Bolley, March* 1808. 

ConB Er^fs 

Pari illnicntary Debates, 

The Third number of Vol. X. is ready for 
delivery. Complete sets from the com¬ 
mencement in the year J 803, may be had 
of R. Bagshaw, Brydges Street, Coveut- 
Garden, and of J. fiudd, Pall Mail. 

*:),* All Communications for tlic above 
Work, if sent to the Publishers m due time, 
will be carefully attended to. 

AMBRICAN MEECKANTS’ PETITIOIT. 

Dated loth Mafcit, 1808 —^I'he petition 
of the undersigned mci'ch.ints, mainifhc- 
tuiers and others, of the cjty of London, inte¬ 
rested in the trade vyitli "the United States 
of America, humbly sheweth :—That your 
petitioners contemplate with the greatest 
anxiety and apprehension the alarming con¬ 
sequences with which they are threatened 
from certain orders in council, purporting to 
be issued ** for the protection of the trade and 
navigation of Great Britain ; iut on which, 
ihey are induced, affer mature consi4&?iiop, 
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to believe that they roust be productive of 
the most ruinous' effects. Your petiiionen 
are duly sensible of the necessity of making 
eyery sacrifice of personal interests, pro¬ 

mote the jtrength and resources of thg «mn- 
Iry .in thfe present extraordinary crisis of 
public affairs ; and if the total change intro¬ 
duced into the wliole commercial system of 
this country, and of the world, by the or¬ 
ders of council, could be conducive to so de¬ 
sirable an object ; yonr petitioners, great as 
their los.ses mtBt be, would submit without 
a murmurj butubderstandingthattheseorders 
are principally, if not wholly,r ecoinmeuded 
by an opinion, that they will prove benefi- . 
cial to the commoreial inter^,sts of this coun¬ 
try, they feel it to be their duty, humbly 
to represent their conviction, that tjiis opi¬ 
nion is founded in error; and that if the 
prayer of their petition be granted, they 
shall be able to prove, that they must be 
productive of the most fatal consequences 
to tbe^ interests, not only of your petitioners, 
but of the commerce and manufactures of 
'the empire at large.—^Your petitioners will • 
abstain frorn enforcing, by any details, their 
apprehension, that these measures are likely 
to interrupt our peace with the United States 
of America j our intercourse with which, 
at all times valuable, is infinitely more so 
since we are excluded from the continent 
of Europe. To this only remaining branch 
of onr foreign intercourse, we must now 
look for a demand'for our manufactures, 
for many of the most irnportant materials 
for their support; and for supplies of pro¬ 
visions and naval store.s, necessary for our 
subsistence and defence.—Your petitioners 
feel assured that they will be able to prove 
to the satisfaction of yonr hon. house, that 
the neutrality of America has been the 
mean.s-of circulating to a large amount, arti¬ 
cles of the produce and manufactures of this 
country, in the dominions of our numerous * 
enemies, to which we have no direct access. 
—That the annua! r'alue of British manaf'ac-i 
turesexported to the United Stales, exceeds 
ten millions sterling : and—that as our con¬ 
sumption of the produce of that country 
falls far short of that amount, the only means 
of paying us must arise from the consump¬ 
tion of the produce of America in other 
countries, which the operation of the or¬ 
ders in council must interrupt, and in most 
instances totally destroy.—That the peo¬ 
ple of America, even if they remain at peace 
with us, must by a want of demand for their 
produce, and by the general‘distress ofir 
measures must occasion, be disabled from 
paying their debts to this country, which 
may fairly he estimated to to the 
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enormous sum of 12 millions sterling:— Claims on Araeri<^n Debtors (Vol. X. p. 
That the neutrality of America, so far from 14^,297). I am doubtful whether to atiri- 
being injvuious to the other commercial in- bute this repprted the Chancellor 

terest^ of Great Britain, has promoted ma- of the Exchecpier, or Wlhe errors of the re- 
terially. their prospesity Tlwt the produce porter, but which soever jt may be, the ten- 
of our colonies in the West Ridies, of our dency of the passage I shall notice is a fit 
• empire in the East, and of our fisheries on subject for reprehension, whether we consi- 
tlie banks of Newfoundland, lias fl-equently der the charge against the Board of Cominis- 
lonnd a foreign market by this means ; and ^ sioners, or the false statement respecting 
—That by the destruction of the neutrality * the conduct of the niercliants.—The obser- 
of the only remaining neutral state, all pos- vations to which I refer, as reported in the 

sibility of iutercourse with the rest of the Morning Post of the 11 th of Feb , arose out 

wbrid being removed, trade*cannot possibly of the subject of the arrangement with the 

be benefited, but must necessarily,be an- Bank, and arc as follows: “BultheCom- 
• nihilated.—Your petitioners feeling as they “ mil tee was in error in including in this 

do most sensibly,wilh their fellow' subjects, *£'475,000 part of ^’(300,000 placed in 

the pressure t)f a war in which their,com- " the Bank, in virtue of an arrangement 

merce has principally been aimed at by the with the United States of America, 

enemy, w'ouIJ scorn to plead their distress Though the claimants on this fund may 

m recommcn.lalion of measures inconsistent '' not have been as prompt in coming for- 

with the honour and substantial interests of ward with demands as before, it was in 

their count r}’ , but tbeyhumbly rely upon ‘‘ the power of the trustees to vest the money 

the wisdom of the legislature that this dls- *' in Exchequer Jiil/s, for tlio benefit of the 

tress shall not he increased by our own er- claimants, whenever they slioiild come 

Tors, and they confidently believe, that, if forward.”—It will be necessary, Mr. 

they are permitted to illustrate bf evidence Cobbett, that I trace the origin of the Claim 

the facts they are here to state, and to ex- we have, not upon the. Board of Cominis- 

plain many others which they shall here re- sioners alone, but upon the nation, to repel 
fraiii from enumerating, they cannot ftil this attack uiion our want of promptitude, 
to establish the conviction with which they and that, I therefore travel to the com¬ 
are so strongly impressed;—^That the or- mencement of the revolutionary war with 
ders of council are founded on the most America. It is not my iiUeiition to swell 
mistaken opinions of the commercial la- my present letter beyond the limits actually 

tcrests of the emgirc, and must be particu- necessary in the recital of our wrongs in the 

larly fatal to those of your petitioners.— communication of the unjwecedented treat- 
Your petitioners therefore pray, that they ment we have, received, by far worse than 
maybe heard .by-them.selves or council at that extended v/ry outcasts of society, I 
the bar of this hon. house, and be permit- shall briefly trt%ch upon our situation from 
ted to produce evidence in support of the the year 1775 to the peace* in 1793, and as 
allegations of their petition ; or that this hon. briefly slate the sufterings wehaveunder- 
iiouse will examine into the nature and ex- gone fiom 1783 to the present time. At the 
tent of their grievances in any mode which time of the commencement of the war in 
may appear ^visable, with a view of aflford- 1775, the American colonies stood indebted 
ing such relief as this hon. house in its w!s- to <he British merchants c£4,OCK),000 ster- 
dom may think proper.—And your peti- ling and upwards, which were withheld 
tioners will ever pray. from them dui ing the war, and wbicJli it was 

- expected would not be readily discharged 

CLAIMANTS ON AMERICA, upon t^e Cessation of hostilities, and the 

Sir,- An aspersion upon the character con.sequent peace. This conclusion is evi- 

of the merchants having Claims under the dent from the stipulation the administration 
Convention with America, which appeared of this country in 1783, when-the treaty of 
in the Morning Post of the 11 th of Feb, in peace was agitated,deemed it proper to in- 
the Report of a Speech which that papvr has sist upon, and whicli was adopted, viz. the 
given a’s the Speech of the Chancellor of the 4th aiti^Ie in the.se words, “It is agreed 
E^equer, renders it necessary that the pub- “ that creditors on either side, shall meet 
itfChonld be undeceived, and which I shall " with no lawful impediment to the rfco- 
■ttemp!, a.s well as endeavour to do justice to “ very of the full value in sterling money, 
myselt, in common with my brother daim- of all bona fide debts heretofore contract 

ants, notwithstanding my i net eased age and “ edj” and which not only included debts < 

infirmities, since I last addresse'd some obser- ,due at t^<? Commencement' of hostilities in 
▼atious to you on the subject of the Board of 1775 /but also those whichjiad been incur- 
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red up to the day on which the treaty of 
peace was made. The right upon our part 
to insist upon *hose 

debts which cerinin taws of the re'-pectu’e Jo- 
cal legislatures of ftatU state in wliith indivi¬ 
duals stood indebted to Hriia,n, interdicted 
during one period of tin; wai, was acknow¬ 
ledged, and our privilege tt sue for recovery 
of our deinand^i was coDsidered to be ic-< 
vived, and not a ck)ii!it reia.uiicd among the 
principal part of my bi other merchants, bcit 
that justice wonjd he impartially, regularly, 
and without deJav administered to us j so 
much were they imprisscd with this idea, 
that the commltfoc of aiCAhaiits in London, 
created for ihe purpose of si'periuteiidiiig 
the interests of their consiituems trading to 
America, cxpi esred their extreme satisfaction 
at the stipulated piovisions of the fiturth ar¬ 
ticle of the treaty of peace; but J'iasti’y and 
rashly, indeed publicly declared their full 
conviction, that the American courts of ju¬ 
dicature would instantly dispense even hand¬ 
ed justice to the Hrilish ercdilors. That men 
inured to difScultics, wants, and depriva¬ 
tions, and accustomed to the frequent exer¬ 
cise of evasions and subterfuges, as the 
American debtors had submitted to dining S 
years miseries of war, would instaullychau^c 
their acquired habits to pursue the pa'ii of 
honour and honesty, was, I think, raihtr 
more than could be believed by the most rre- 
dulous of the committee. Tlds conimittee, 
however, expressed tluir conviction of the 
futuie correct proceedings oi the American 
debtors, and in which sentiinffiit they wcie 
joined by the Glasgow mirr^uits, wlio went 
even further in *hcir expressions of satisfac¬ 
tion at the stipulations ot the 4lh article of 
the treaty of peace, and their belief of tiie 
<»rrect proceedings which w'ould take place 
under it in the American com ts, and de¬ 
clared that “ every thing has been procured 
for them which could have been expected, 
W'hen all circumstances are dispaiS'onately 
considered and even one of cur legislators 
suffered himself to be equally deceivqil into a 
similar belief with his constituents) I mean 
the Lord Advocate, Who in the debates upon 
the provisional articles of the treaty of peace, 
after adopting their senlimonts with consi¬ 
derable stage effect, dre\v a letter from his 
pocket, when on the floor of the House of 
Commons, (I was present at the thne) and 
observed; “ I have a letter from the mer¬ 
chants of Glasgow, requesting me to return 
thanks to ministers for llie care they have 
taken of their interests in the negotiation, 
for that some b.^(i been paid sot^p secured, 
and some were in hopes of being Mid the 
debts due by America to them." hi^not a 


I single attempt was ventured upon by Ihe le- 
j gishitut^e or judiciary of America, of the lo- 
’ cal government of the respective st^es, to 
carry into effect the stipulations of the 4th 
article dl tj)e treaty of peace, for several 
years after the peace; nor ’were the doors 
of the cyurts of law opcnld to the reception 
of cases of claims on the part of British cre¬ 
ditors, in pursuance of the provisions of that 
article, although the Lord Advocate declared 
the comraunipation from his constituents to 
be highly favourable. Ytft, I know, and I 
am sure, that the nierchants of Glasgow bad 
reason4o agree with me soon after his decla¬ 
ration, that the debts paid " were ftterdy 
balances of a few shillings, and even that 
those were only p..i<l for the purpose of de¬ 
coying the merchants into ill placed confi¬ 
dence of their niinute'y exact conduct, .srd 
to induce them to ship fresh cargoes of goods, 
impressed as they would be with the scru¬ 
pulous exactness hf their old ilebtors, as 
well as tliat the " scciiiiiies” taken were of 
1 no more avail than the original debts, be¬ 
cause wl^itever objections there might be to 
tlie arcoiints current.would follow the bond, 
and it is goiuf; too far to contend, that the 
mere act of giving a bond is of equal impor¬ 
tance wr.h the actual payment of a debt) 
iiltliuu<,h f know full well that such doctrine 
has been always the creed of American 
debto’-s who vviien pressed by their British 
en'ditors for jvayinent, invariably have ob¬ 
served, " I will jiay you with iny bond,” 
and deem the paymeut of the debt to be 
made from the moment the bond is given. 
I'his SOI t of payment, hovVeVer, is not of the 
nature that would pass current upon the 
Exchange of London, to enforce which 
would take just as much time as would the 
original debt, unaccompanied with the so¬ 
lemnity of wax and printed paper, and still 
liable to every objection that might be made 
to the accounts current, for the balance of 
which the bond might have been taken. In 
one part alone of the J.ord Advocate’s obser¬ 
vations I agree, for not only did some of the 
Glasgow merchants hope ihat the Americans 
w'ould oe made to pay their debts, but, I 
believe, nearly the whole of us) tbeevcnt.s 
which occurred, however, put an end to all 
expectations, whatever our wishes might 

have been.-During the war a law was 

passed it) America, compelling British cre¬ 
ditors, factors, and agents to leavo-dhe 
colonies of America, and innutnerabje othd> 
impediment.s were also created, to preveqt ‘a 
British creditor from recovering his debts. 
One particularly in 1777» sequestering Bri¬ 
tish property, and which impediments were 
at length eOroplcted by the total interdictioa 




of recovery, actually prosccibiug us, andde* 
daring it to be an act of treason for any 
American debtor to pay his British creditor, 
but ei|abling the American debtor to dis* 
chargb-the respon^ility of <jeb(l by pay¬ 
ments with their manufacture of paper mo¬ 
ney into the sta^ treasuries, whic;^ in the 
year lysi had depreciated so low as 1000 
for l,«and as their estimated value of the 
new currency, was deemed to be equal with 
sterling amount in the payments into those 
treasuries; consequently, o^lOOO currency 
of the actual value of sterling, dis¬ 
charged a bona fide sterling debt of »£’1{XX). 
•"—It is scarcely of any importance to notii e 
the Suspension Act, respecting payments in 
paper money in the year because the 
act was renewed with renewed vigour in 
1782 , and no benefits whatever arose to the 
British'Creditor from the suspended pay¬ 
ments, as they were unable to prosecute the 
debtors.—^"Jlhe hopes of‘the coti.stituent 8 of 
the Lord Advocate were not fulfilled, when 
the olive branch W'as substituted for the, 
‘s|)ear. Although the treaty of pwee stipu¬ 
lated for the payment of debts, mitish cre¬ 
ditors w'erenot permitted to sue their Anie- 
ricandebtors, it being deemed unfair, accord¬ 
ing to the doctrine of the Americans, to al¬ 
low them to obttnn judgment, while the 
j^nnerican creditors had any onistanding de¬ 
mands against their fellotv citizens. This 
doctrine was adopted and persevered in un¬ 
til the year 17 pl ;• for, ahhougli the legisla¬ 
ture repealed the act prohibiiing the reco¬ 
very of British debts in 1787- <t was in fact, 
a virtual conlinCiatfon of the prohibition, for 
it was also declared in the same net, that a 
suspension should continue until the post.s 
M'crc giren up to the Americans, (Detroit 
upon their western frontiers, was one of the 
posts) and until the negroes who under a 
ruciamation by the British coinmander, 
ad deserted their servitude, and flocked to 
our standard, were restored, or compensa¬ 
tion was made for the loss sustained by the 
Americans in consequence of their derelic¬ 
tion; thus did impediments e.spressly con- 
trary to the provisions of the 4th afticle of 
the treaty of peace, againstt the recovery of 
British debts, remain in full force; w'e could 
not sue our debtors until some time after 
the adoption of the constitution of the Ame¬ 
rican government under its pre.sent form, 
amtwhjch alteration took place I believe in 
.After the expiration of nearly three 
years from tl\is period, 8 years after the 
peace, and id years from the commence¬ 
ment of hostiliiie.s, viz. in 17 yi» 
the American creditors bad recovered their 
demands from their fellow-citizen debtors. 


we were enabled for the first time to com¬ 
mence suits against our debtors, and to reco¬ 
ver as we apprehend^jJgiSisMlhe 4th ait icier of 
the treaty of peace provided, the full va- 
lue of all bon& fide debts.'* I remember 
well when the article was first publicly cW 
dared, asking the opinion of a very wortHy 
man, and a rura avis, an honest lawj'er, now 
]• no more, what w'ere his sentiments upon the 
tendency of the expression. Well 1 recol¬ 
lect his reply, which the event has proved to 
be correct, that it did not secure to us the 
payment of 20s. for every pound of our de¬ 
mand, that the full value of all bond fide 
debts, did not mean" all bond fide debts 
in full, “ but that it only guaranteed lo 
us the full value of all bond fide debts’* at 
the time we W'ere en.nbled to get from the 
ilebtors as much as they might deem it ex¬ 
pedient to pay us, In other words, the ac¬ 
tual value of our debts was that which we 
might be able to fierce from our jiefaltirs 
(some of whom were , not worth a shilling 
when the courts were open to our appeal, 
some of whom were then dead, and their 
property di.stributed and dispersed into va¬ 
rious channels; some of whom h.ad been 
compelled by law lo pay their Aiiicrican 
creditors, while we \v< rc cisabltd from seek¬ 
ing redress ; some of whom !i:ul reliiedwitb 
slock and block to the Western Waters; 
some of whom had transferred their proper¬ 
ty to others to evade the effect of judgment 
against them), aftesB years consideration 
whether they would or vvould not pay us, 
and after 8 ye ifs adoption of all the chica¬ 
nery that ♦o devised by Amcric.in 

lawyers, to prevent the recovery of a single 
shilling in duo course of law, and loading u.9 
with (he iiicalcp.Ialjle expences of protracted 
litigation. Wiih all these and innumera¬ 
ble other ditiiciiltifs,—these inmimerabledif- 
ficulties did we, in addition to the miseiies 
weliad experienced frem the cruel deten¬ 
tion of our property, while our creditors 
here were claniorons for payment of their 
demands, which we w'ere utterly unable lo 
discharge, many of us forced into the prisons 
of the metropolis, to wRioh we bad formerly 
contributed our mite to .support in the sun'- 
shine of our days, and compelled to take re¬ 
fuge with our famines, in the midst of mi¬ 
serable objects and disease, multiply to fuir 
severe and bitter lot, by seeking redress in 
the American courts of law, and by adding 
expence to the first loss from the rapacity of 
agents and lawyc!s. In 1791 w’e sued our 
claims in the American courts, .'lud it was in 
1793 and j)ot before, a period of 10 years 
from tbs treaty of peace,.* when the first 
judgnent was obtained in the federal court. 
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a court erected by the new or federal go* 
verunieiU, as a check n{)on the state courts j 
but many of us the gyeat cxpenccs 

attendant upon pro^l^cdings in that court, 
sought, but tVuitleiisly, /f,r redress in the dis¬ 
trict or county of the diril-rent slates ; but 
is which judgments were not obtained until 
between 2 and 3 years afterwards, avoiding 
certainl)’’ the cxpeuces of the federal court, 
but adding to the great expence of time 
which we had cruelly been subjected to.— 
But, Mr. Coblrctt, when the courts gave us 
judgments, they deducted 8 ye.sr$ interest 
during tlie w.ir—a very considerable portion 
of our demand, and when it was proved that 
a debt had been paid into tiic American 
treasuries in their paper money manufac¬ 
ture, which did not exist when the debt was 
created, and. con.sequently, not morally 
binding upon us, it was held to be a satisfac¬ 
tion of our demands, although it never came 
into our hands, nor was worth one penny to 
us in any way whatever.—Such a fulfilment 
of the 4th article of the treaty of peace, en¬ 
trenched as the American debtors were with 
innumerable impediments, Mr. Cohbett, 
as you must see, and no doubt of ytour own 
acquired knowledge of our situation are 
aware, wms a derision .<3nd mockery. He-- 
monstrances upon remonstrances were made 
to our own government, to administer relief 
to us in some shape or other, to keep us 
from a state of actual want, or to enable us 
by some strong representation to the Ameri¬ 
can government,*to seek redress with some 
prospect of success, w'hich went on from 
time to time until low.(ds/ie end of the 
year 1 794, when the treatj^t amity, com¬ 
merce, and navigation, was entered into, 
and by which it was agreed that conimis- 
aioners should be appointed to carry into ef¬ 
fect the .stipulations of the 4lh article of the 
treaty of peace, and the Amci lean govern¬ 
ment agreed to become our p.iymasters.*—It 
is not necessary tonne here to .slate minute¬ 
ly what was done, or rather, what wa., not 
done under this commission, for like unto 
our individual applications, the natfoual au¬ 
thority had as little«elfect as our endeavours 
towards a settlement, because 1 have iu my 
former letter (Vol. X. p. 149 and 297 ) to 
you, furnished you w^h a sutlicient state¬ 
ment of the case; it is only necessai*}' for 
me to observe, that nothing w'hat^ver con¬ 
ducing to our individual benefit or interest, 
wtvssettled, and that we were still condemn¬ 
ed to groan under our miseries, to sufier ad¬ 
ditional delay, and to bear increased expen- 
ces, while the written proofs we had of the 
origin of our bona fide claims weft moulderr 
iug away withf orroding time, and ou|| living 


witnesses descending into the vale of life, 
thus accumulating upon us additibual 
rubies, instead of clearing our direct path.-- 
Our claims were now calculated to /be in 
ainounf unwards of «£ 5,000,000 sterli^, the 
whole of whith, every shilling, if established 
by proof, and which we could have proved 
incontrov^ertibly at the peace, when the 
whole was guaranteed to us (notwithstand¬ 
ing the respect I bear to the opinion bf my 
deceased legal friend, whose sentiments I 
have already ftieutioned) yras stipulated to 
be secure to uS by the 4 th article of the 
treaty ojF peace,, from the individual debtors, 
but not can ied into effect} and by the 0th. 
article of the treaty of amity, commerce, 
and qpvigation, a(k>pted ana assumed by the 
American government, and which was also 
not carried into execution. I cannot pene¬ 
trate into the arc.ina of state, but, nq doubf, 
for wise and prudential |X)litica} reasons, we 
the merchants woroiiloomed to be sacrificed, 
or what is tantamount, our interests were to 
be surrendered to maintain the peace of the 
nation; and this sum of .£5,000,000 ster¬ 
ling, was 4o be compounded for by payments 
on the part of the American government of 
.£ 600,000 sterling. I find no fault with 
this iK'gociation and settlement, if our situa¬ 
tion as a nation was sucb as to require the 
concession and individual sacrifice} but i£ 
must be clear to every man totally unac¬ 
quainted with stale maxims, and the policy 
of government, that it is a moral axiom the 
nation is bound to inifemnify., individuals- 
<>hose interests may be sacrificed for the ge¬ 
neral good, out of the.publicpar.se} that 
all shall cont3bj,ite where all are concerned 
and benefited; which may be brought fami¬ 
liarly to our view, by reflecting that if it be 
deemed necessary the public should have a 
ro.sd through my land, although I as an indi¬ 
vidual do Set a value upon the spot on which 
I may have been born, and which in value 
increased in my estimation with my ripen¬ 
ing years; yet this sacrifice must be made 
by me, and hard as it might be to part with 
it, it would be only just and proper that I 
should *80 do for general benefit. Just in¬ 
deed it is on the part of the nation reqatring 
it for the public advantage, not a particle of 
injustice is there in the rt^uired act,.tlie 
oiilji injustice which could arise would be .in 
the determinatbn of government not to 
compensate me for the deprivation} bin go¬ 
vernment never yet did take from the iirni 
dual a foot of land, and add it lo the coniF.* 
tnon stock, without awarding compensation 
for the deprivation. If, therefore, the go¬ 
vernment deemed it politic and prudent to 
compound ^5,000,000 of demands for 
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.f600,000,1 hoW that government .Wnd to 
itiake up the deficiency to the individuals, 
and ts^ake every pretaurton that no time be 
uselessly expended in apportioning. the 
seamy pittance paid by the American go- 
veriutient among ^te hungry claimants. A 
, period of 8 years bad elapsci^ from the date 
* of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navi 
gation 19 years after the peace, aiM 27 years 
from the commeneemenl of liie war, when 
a cotTvention was entered into between Bri¬ 
tain and America, viz. on 8th Jan. 1802, 
by Ixrtd Hawkesbury, his Majesty» princi¬ 
pal Secretary of State for FSreign AHairs, on 
the part of the former, and by Mr. Buftts 
Ktng,' the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
ITuttod States qp the part of the latter coun¬ 
try, by which it was stipulated that the Uni¬ 
ted Slates should pay £000,000 sterJing in 
3 installments, in satisfaction and discharge 
of the money which the Ihiited Stales init>lit 
have been liable to pay in pursuance of the 
provisions of the tieaty^jf amity, commerce, 
and navigation, and which amounted to 
.J 5,000,000, as I have already memioned. ^ 
.The la-.l instalment of tliis money was pai<l*| 
in 1805, and for the purpose of Jistribating 
the amount, commissioners were appointed 
by act of parliament in punsuance of a bill 
brought itito the House of Commons by ilie 
present Chancellor of the Exchequer, at the 
time Attorney General, the beginning of 
Api'.l, 1803, which directed the sum of 
wt’600,000 to be divided amongst the several 
persons in proportion to the amount of their 
respective xlaiins* and which was, in fact, 
no more tlaui 12 per cent, of the amoniuif 
the whole, viz. ;£'5t.OOO,(K)0, amounting, as I 
have slated to you in my fort(||r communi¬ 
cation, to no more than 2s. 4'fd. in the pound 
of every 20s. of “ the foil value of nil bona 
fide debts,” as the words of the treaty of 
peace are. Although the bill w'as not 
brought if.to parliament until the beginning 
of April, 1803, an office w'as opened for the 
reception of claims in September, I802j 
and when the Board of Commissioners ap- 
pointe'd in the act met, they continued to 
receive claims until the limited time, by the 
7th section of the act of parliament for final¬ 
ly depositing claims, which was fixed for the 
1st of June, 1804, after which period no 
claim could be received. It is, therefore, in¬ 
correct to stat^, as the Morning Pos^ has 
stated, that the claimants have not been so 
prompt in coming forward with demands as 
hpfBre; because, if a creditor neglected to 
lly^e bft claim ou or prior to the 1st of June 


1804, his claims could not be subsequentiy 
received. The reverse of the charge of 
want of promptitude would have been nearer 
the truth, fyra great ,||jany creditors were 
prompt enough to dbbic forwaid to make 
claim before the Convention .Board, seeing 
that the British government had compound¬ 
ed for the ctebt»jdue to the British merchants, 
and precluded them from resorting either to 
the American government, or the American 
individual debtor, who had not from soma 
cause or t-*her made claim with the Board in 
Araericrfl under the treaty of amity, com¬ 
merce, and navigation; but their claims 
were refused to be received before the Con¬ 
vention Board, because they had not in the 
first instance made claim in America, under 
the treaty of amity, commerce, and naviga¬ 
tion.—We who made our claims in Ameri¬ 
ca, have all made our claims to the Conven¬ 
tion Board years since, with that prompti¬ 
tude our immediate wants and necessities 
compelled us to do, and we have followed up 
this promptitude from the time the Board 
wa.s formed, unceasingly but unavailingly, to 
the present time, writhing under the torture 
of accumulating expence, delay.*, and impe¬ 
diments to remuneration ; and, 1 cannot 
even now', Mr. Cobbett, as 1 obiterved for¬ 
merly to you, calculate upon the final d^i- 
sion of the Board upon our respective claim’s, 
within les.s time than 1 have heretofore sta¬ 
ted, long before which period w'e shall, and 
indeed will the whole of mankind in present 
existence, have ceased all concern in sublu- 
ti.iry matters: Singula de*mlis annipra- 
danlur euntes. A reflection much embitter¬ 
ed by the inniirnetfible suft'erings and hard- 
.sliips and privations we Itave undergone, du¬ 
ring the last 30 years, and those we have 
still to submit to. Insigniflcant as is the 
sum compounded for, it would have been 
.some little relief to the horrors of our re¬ 
flection, if that composition money had 
Iteen rendered productive, until the Board 
could bting thpmselves to the resolution o( 
putting some little stay to our miseries by 
deciding our claims: but this. Sir, has not 
been dwe, The Morning Post is equally 
incorrect in the assertion, in the respect that 
“ it was in the power of the trustees to vest 
the money in Exchequer Bills for the benefit 
of the clainaants, wherever tlieysbould come 
forward,” as the fact is, that such proceeding 
has not Ij^en adopted. This observation is a 
severe censure upon the Board for neglecting 
and sacrificing the interest of the ctaipiaats, 
if they are empowered to lay out money 
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at interest/or upon tlic legislature, for not 
having attended to their interest in authori- 
aing such invest ment, particularly so, as the 
person svbo is rep9fTC(Wby the; Morning Post 
to have made the observation, is the very 
person who brought the bill into parliament. 
That the board are not to hlapie ibr the mo¬ 
ney remaining wrapped up In a napkin, as I 
have heretof&ie mentioned, I shall make ap¬ 
pear perfectly clear. I'he eleventh section of 
the 9 ct of parliament, which was passed on 
the 22d of April, 1803, enacts thatiihe jhree 
several installments of o^;’200,000 “ shall, 
as soon after the payment thereof respective¬ 
ly in America, as the same can bo done, be 
remitted to, and paid into the hands of the 
cashier of the governor and company of the 
Bank of England, to the account of, and 
with the privity, and in the names of, the 
commissioners appointed under this act, and 
shall be and remain in the names of the 
commissioners for the time being under this 
act, to be paid to the several arid respective 
persons entitled thereto under the order of 
the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
pursuant to the provisions of this act.” Not 
one word of authority is delegated to the 
board to invest the money in Exchequer Bills 
or otherwise, for the benefit of the concern 
throughout the act; and, consequently, this 
money might remain in the bank until 
doomsday, if it could be possible that a board 
armed with the powers they have by this act, 
could, in the exercise and in the plenitude of 
those powers, rqfmin *from deciding upon 
the cases before them, I w'ill not, as the 
Morning. Post has done,scharge the board 
with acting improperly,*in attributing to 
them power whitli they are not armed with, 
or with an improper exercise of the authori' 
ty they have delegated to them; because, I 
have l^en assured that the present commis¬ 
sioners are men of character and ability, qua- 
lifi^ in every respect fur their arduous du¬ 
ties, and are not insensible to the situation 
their starving petitioners are, and have been 
for many years placed in, and are disposed 
to-extend to each claimant bis individual 
share of justice; but, I may without impro¬ 
priety suppose in the present state of man¬ 
kind, that it is not impossible others not of 
equal character aod ^ility, and to whom 
the'harsh treatment we have experienced, 
and the rigourous measures we have endured 
may not be known or attended to* {may in 
leas time than a century be placed in their 
atationt} and that while those men maybe 
. fattening upon the otium cum dignilate, some 
triiAal imperfection or other in our respec¬ 
tive cases iim b.e held to l^e of svjfficieAt im- 
perUncetn delay a decision upon t^jim 
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yond the period of the present century. This 
may be the case, and of this I do Cmiujlain 
as of an event not improbable, as I am in¬ 
formed not one of the present board* has 
youth on his side. Still, j^owever, it ^ight 
be some consolation for a man of my a^*and , 
infirmities, to reflect that my great grand¬ 
son’s great^randson might be the better re¬ 
munerated for my present miserable expec¬ 
tations, if 1 knew that the money pai<^intn 
the Bank was laid out in Exchequer Bills, 
and consequently, accumulating in amount, 
the simple interest of which*in the course of 
a century, taking the amount as it is now 
stated t5 be *£’475,000, would produce 
££’2,375,0(X) in the aggregate jg2,8.50,000, 
though very far shqrt of ouf claims, .still it 
wouldf be some addition to our confined 
hopes j but, as it would be a further \»nso- 
lation to know that the greater the resulting 
benefits accruing, the larger would be our 
rateable proportion. ^ I have to suggest the 
adoption of the same rule which is pursued 
in the City of London, where we mercantile 
•men do not in our practical proceedings con-, 
tent ourseV^B with a calculation of simple 
interest profits. Certainly not, for as we 
receive our money we send it out again into 
the world, and as this is strictly correct and 
attended with the reflection that we can cal¬ 
culate upon the advantage of compound in¬ 
terest, which in the time I have mentioned 
would amount to a very considerable sunq» 
the overplus in the present case, after paying 
our descendants of the* sixth generation 
Imndsomely, might be made sub^rvieot to 
the general purposes of the nation. But 
how can the attempt to put this into practice 
be made ? Where rests the power to make 
even simple interest of this composition mo- 
ne>s Mr. Cobbett, for the act of parliament 
authorises no such thing; and it seems there¬ 
fore, necessary that a new act be passed for 
the express purpose. The present board have 
some limits to what they shall not do, 
though from a very minute examination .of 
the act, 1 cannot discover any rule of con¬ 
duct positively lestricting them to what they 
shall beneficially do. Let the obloquy re¬ 
main where :t should, in the administration 
that agreed to sacrifice us for ^600,000 and 
having sacrificed us fur that sum, «^il! fur¬ 
ther added to it by not attending to the be¬ 
nefit which would arise, and in some mea¬ 
sure compensate us for the first sacrifice, by 
directing that scanty pittance to 
out at interest until the sixth generafiopfll 
commissioners to meet upon our cases mi^ 
deem it proper to decide them. The present 
board, Sir, have no more interest in the 
application of the monies than you fa’ave; 
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thw are the rows tunnel as it vere, tli'ronsh gravely ass^ed. by one of yont tonne" 

■-which otjf silvery ftcwd of dollars is to dnp spondents, that all the leading poTiits Wf^* 
into^>dr hands* when it* has been purified at d^ided upon by the Board in Phlladelpbie^ 
the smelting bouse; for, I consider every and that it was now only necessary to Sjpply 

darv’s delay as operating to exude oiu of us those points to thf difihrent cases, andde* 

3s. lOd. sijnple interest during every c^de upon them. Mr. Cobbett,.7 years have 
34 hours, the principal suno reftiaining as a nearly elapsed, and ccftnparatively speaking, 

, * dead and unprofitable concern in the Bank we have gained not a shadow of our rielits, 
ofEtigland Cashier's hands, under the act of and for what -we have gained we have Been 
parliament, totally unemployed. Mr. Cob- I compelled to submit in the first instance to 
beft, the good bard dollars hourly losing thfc the acceptance of 2s. 4i. in the pound com- 
poiish, such at least is to be collected from position, when even government acknoW" 
the act of parliament, was»the intention of ledges that twenty shillings is our due, be- 
^ the legislature.* The boaad though armed as canse policy required the stale to offer us, 

tliey ar^e with some very great powers, are the mercantile part of the tiation, as an ex- 

notwithstanding not armed with powers for piatory sacrifice for having dared to demand 

Our prospective interest; this howe%'er, is the fulfilment of the 4th article of the treaty 

not their feult, but the,crirae of those who of peace by the Americans. I should hope 

originally sacrificed us; and i he Morning that government will ultimately see fhe pro- 

Postlmust, therefore, be incorrect, in attri- priety of making up the diiference to us, 
billing the expressions it has done to the which I hold it to be bound to do on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to the very principles of commonjustice, as it was deem* 
man who prepared thg bill, and moved it in ed adviseabie to concede our property to 
tbe house, and who must have known how America Without our consent, and to take 
an act of parliament operates, expressly from us opr right to sue onr debtors, which 
. declaring that the money shall remain wit4i we were euabled to do before the conven> 
the cashier of the Bank, urittlip,Vid over to <ion, or to look to the government of Ame* 
the claimants'; but, though our individual rica for redress, if justice was withheld from 
interest has been neglected, yet, surely, it us by the American judiciary,——Men may 
would have been well that the legislature flippantly talk of concessions to America, but 
had not wholly overlooked that which , con- let every one bring the matter home to his -* 
cerns the national interest. If our prospec- own breast. It is edsy to contend for the 

• tive interest was beneath their notice, that of concession of tlie rights of others; but, I 
.the nation is presumed nut to be so, 'V^hy should wish much to know, if those men 
not have directed that the annual interest of who at this time strenuously and Vociferously 
the £000,000 should be appropriated to the advocate the caii^e ef concessions to America 
current expeuces of the office of the board, by this nation, are willing themselves to con- 
Thfe et coeteras qf public offices are not in- Cede what may iinmcdfately effect their In¬ 
troduced into the national establishment dividual interesR. What is the concern of 
without expence, and ^fi’SO.OOO, the yearly every one is the concern ef no one; and we 
interest of the ^600,000, would have at may, therefore, concede as a nation all our 
least contribdted to the discharge of claims just rights, without a direct sacrifice being 
Upon government for the expence of the of- made of the interest of the individual; this 
lice, instead of becoming a permanent is what those men contend for, but who 

- charge upon out taxes; as I much fear it Wpuld vehemently oppose a surrender of 
will, for the end of the concern is far re- their individual interests, though tbe nation 
h'loired for any definite period. We have should require it to be done in the manner • 
now entered into the seventh year of the we have submitted to the smrender. But 
existence of the American claim office, few whatever is yielded to America, whatever 
claims have been decided, and smajl indeed concession may be determined npf u by this 
has been the rateable pittance which has been country, .1 am fully satisfied it will only ba 
doled out to.a very few of us, after a patient considered by America as arising froqi ap- 
endurance of sufferings for 33 years, and no prehension; and tJ^atAmcrira emboldened 
prospect whatever presents itself of g final by our wavering conduct, will never desert 
Cessation of our miseries, unless tbe faint her system of extorting concession as long as 
spark of life rematnibg in os should expire, this.coflntry has any thing left to concede.— ^ 
with that event put ati end to all reflec- t have ever found such to be the conduct ,of 
\^en upon oqr cares.—In my former corre individuals of that country; and, I have no 
tpondeitce, j observeil, that modi appeared doubt, that the collective body the 

to be done, before we received the scanty virtues of the component parts. My present 
portion of ouf sacrifice, notwithstanding I letltr haa .branched uut into greater space 
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than I exptcted it would, when t first took 
up the pen ; but, the subject, ah inexhaust¬ 
ible one it is, must be my excuse with ydb, 
and momentous it^ygy^qually to i^s ine^haus- 
tion. Mercantile men who pride themselves 
on their self impcartance, and the conse¬ 
quence they consider themselves with re- 
apact to'the nation at large, may fairly con¬ 
clude from my observations on the treatment 
we have experienced, from the neglect with 
which wc have been treated, ami liom the 
aacrifice which has been made of us by go¬ 
vernment, what value is set upon our rank 
in the comtqon scale : to have suspended us 
by dozens would have been mercy to us, 
compared with the treatment wc have expe¬ 
rienced.—^I'he value government puts upon 
the rank and character of mercantile men in 
the state, and their bcncticial exertions to¬ 
wards the increase of commerce may be rea¬ 
dily estimated. You, Mr. Cobbett, and^lr, 
Spence have been* insisting tliat wc can 
well do without commerce. One considera¬ 
tion in support of the doctrine you have 
brought forward into public view, and coii- 
teUded for, you have left to me to furnish 
you with, that even the government of tliis 
country acts as if commerce was unnecessary, 
from the sacrifice of those who carry it on } 
and which government assuredly would not 
do if it was beneficial; certainly, the best 
method of completely putting an cud to com¬ 
merce, is to saci 'di.'^e those at the shrine of 
the new morality,” w'hich contends for 
the adoption of nothing but what concerns 
oneself } a like sacrificing the merchant by 
whom commerce has been brought to an un¬ 
precedented heigbrb, and ii\e manufactures 
of the country, ^which through his means 
have been raised to a pre-eminence unexam¬ 
pled. Thus to extinguish ous importance, 
is to shew in what view the commerce of the 
country is held, duly appreciating its value 
and insignificance. If the remnant of life 
BOW remaining to me, and my faculties WUl 
permit, I may again trouble you for a space 
in your Register, for some remarks upon the 
different decisions by the board nnder the 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, 
imd the board under thtc convention, now sit¬ 
ting in Xiondon, shewing the vai ious proceed¬ 
ings Which have taken place when the Ame¬ 
rican debtor was a pinrty, and now that the 
Ameri<»n debtor is no longer a party, with 
the objections which have been Jjrouglit 
against our claims, which even tbeAmericao 
ageat for the debtor never contended for, 
though it was their interest to lessen onr de¬ 
mands as much as possible, a diiFerence I 
cannot account for j for what wa| declared 
to he Jaw by the board in America, it does < 


I seem to me should be held to be lat^ by the 
j board here j particularly as the present board 
consists of the identical iDdividuus'''Who 
composed* the majority of the board itiAme" 
rica, where they had to' contend with ^en 
by no meary deficient in iliill, though/^os- 
sibly not possessing superior ability to the 
members of the present board, who, .1 pre¬ 
sume, were on that recommendation sdect- 
,cd for their office, and appointed Ic^tho 
coii'iideration of the claims of— huineo 
oLo AmbuicanMkiich.vnt. — Fei. 2 t), 1808 . 

Tkklam). 

Sir Catholic emancipation, and the 
abolition of tithes migiit perhaps prove 
auxiliary towards removing «the return of 
the disyrd-rs, that-have long afflicted Ire¬ 
land, but their operation could only^ pro¬ 
duce a temporary effect. It is true, that Ca¬ 
tholic emancipation, by gratifying the pride 
of the Uomish aristocracy, would occasion 
sincere efforts on their part, to excite among 
the lower orders of the Catholics a hearty 
Resistance to French invasion, while the 
abolition of tithes would put their value into 
the tenant’s? pocket during his lease, and so 
far increase his means of subsistence; it is 
evident, howev'er, to common sense, that 
the adoption of such measures could produce 
no solid or permanent good, when we fairly 
consider the source from which all the evils 
spring ; rack rents and non-resident landed' 
proprietors, are most certainly the primary 
and sole cause of all the qylamities, which 
have afflicted that unhappy land for the last 
century; an exuberant population, ill lodged, 
ill fed, and ill clothed, will be always ready 
to join the standard of sedition, for the pro¬ 
pensity is in human nature.— -To describe 
evils without prescribing a remedy, is use¬ 
less, and to pres'cribe a remedy when there 
is little hope of its being adopted is nugato¬ 
ry : in spite, however, of such discouraging 
prospects, J will trespa.98 upon you with ruy 
opinion.—Political concessions the most 
liberal and extensive must prove wholly un¬ 
availing. Measures that directly come home 
to the rootof the evil, can only prove efficient. 
Long hate the landed proprietors of Ireland, 
been in the habit of extorting excessive rents 
from the oppressed occupiers, -without aiijt 
allowances or deductions for building or re¬ 
pairing their miserable habitations, or im¬ 
proving their land. Tbb arrear to patriolisih 
and humanity, on that score, is deep indeed, 
and I may venture to affirm that it wil] never ,v 
be discharg«»] without the vigorous and ■ 
termined interposition of the I^islaturo 
between peasantry and property. This I may 
be told would be dangerous and uBoomtitu-* 



4573 MARCH 19, 

tional: unconstitational it might be, but the 
danger lie^ the otlier way. Pray what was 
the suspension of the habeas qorpus and 
the invasion of property to the tune of 10 
per.Vwnt. ? they ^ere and are gidped down, 
from^im perio us necessity and t* tlie salva- 
' tioii pf the^pire.—If Ireland is to be per¬ 
manently secured to Great Britain it must be 
by the courage and energy of the great body 
of her people, and their efforts can oniv be* 
obtained by possessing comforts to deteud. 
Political rights are grateful to the mind, they 
-diatter national pride, and wristocratical am¬ 
bition, but how insignificant are they to the 
feelings of a large agricnhural ffeasantry, 
debased and brutalized by filih, and poverty ? 
Can Catholic Emancipation give them food, 
raiment or decent habitations ? biff what 
would it do for the Prolcstants ? would it 
cloth and feed them too ? so ignorant, I am 
persuaded, arc numbers of the lower orders 
of Irish Catholics, and so much have they 
heard of this said emancipation, that they 
actually think that it would lodge, clotlie 
and feed them plentifully. At the s.ame tim# 
* I can see no good reason, why tlw; Irish Ro¬ 
man Catholics sIiohU not be completely 
emancipated j it could not increase their 
physical powers one particle, nerve a single 
arm or forge one pike more against the state 
than already exists. It would be just and li- 
•beral. It would be in harmony with the 
gpirit of the constitution ; good it might do, 
mischief none ; the experiment, therefore, 
would be reasorttible and politic at the pre- 
BM'.t awful crisis: true, it might mortify pro¬ 
tectant pride, long in the exclusive possession 
of political power. Veteran monopolists do 
not like that a participation of their privi¬ 
leges should extend to others ; tliat how¬ 
ever ought to have no weight with the rulers 
of a great empire, when its security is at 
stake.—-But to return from this digression 
.and at once to come tp the point.—The relief 
I have in contemplation tor the great ma.ss 
of the Irish peasantry consists of the fol¬ 
lowing measures i—1st. l«t all the landed 
nroprietorsof Ireland be obliged, in future, to 
let their farms to the occupiers why actually 
reside upon, and cultivate them ; by this 
measure, the middle men, or land pirates, 
will be annihilated :—2d. l<et no man oc¬ 
cupy for grazing, more than a given tjuanti- 
ty of land with roodifirations with respect to 
its quality $ by this measure bipeds will stip- 
jpfent quadrupeds, and an encreasing popula- 
Uion will find food and raiment: —3d. Let 
ne human habitation have less than ten acres 
of arable and pasture attached to it; this 
will secure from starvation the family who 
ec^ptea it Let aU pottages and firm 
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hou8» be built and .fca^t ih re^lr, (as 
Efiglatid) by the proprietor 5ih. ,0 
landed proprietors, who do not resipiaii ' 
at least... si:( months iifi^the year on their " 
estates, pay an absentee tax of 10 per cent, 
the produce of which shal^ txi solely appli¬ 
cable, to improve the condition of the 
lower orders of the people under the direc¬ 
tion of a board instituted for that purpose; 
this will contribute, to secure resideni^. 
Should the health or age of the proprietor 
require a different residence, in ^ch case, 
one of his lainily may represent him on his 
estate.—Ijet an inspector be appointed to 
each comity, and (if that inspector be a'well 
informed Englishman, so much the better) 
who shall make an annual circuit of the 
county to Which he is appointed, and upon 
oath report the condltioa of tlie peasantry, 
which report shall be published, specifying 
the proprietor on whosee.itate misery prevails 
this would be of incalculable benefit towards 
meliorating the state of the lower orders of 
the peasautry.—Strong as these measures 
appe.ir to be, certain 1 am, that if they aro 
not adopted, or others which shall nearly 
approximiie them, Ireland never can long 
remain in a .state of tranquillity. The times 
are (vast, when a great agrarian peasantry wilt 
endure oppression without tliosc ebullitions 
which shock humanity and disgrace the era 
in which we live. When or where we shall 
find an administration with vigour and virtue 
sufficient to carry such measures into effect [ 
know not. In wliaf quarter of the political 
horizon shall we look for tfiem ? In our past 
rulers, I could cojiteniplate no bold compre¬ 
hensive plan ain^ed to embrace the pros¬ 
perity or to secure the staSility anti duration 
of ihcenipiie;—their talents a.s men are un¬ 
questionable, their abilities as ministers, con¬ 
temptible, and their patriotic virtue very sus¬ 
picious ;—during their short reign, never 
was there a more gro.ss or indecent abase of 
power ill the di.stribution of appointments, 
particularly in that profession where mora¬ 
lity and high character should have been re¬ 
ligiously consulted From the present ad¬ 
ministration, I can flatter myself with no 
very saiigiiine liope, I fear that they are 
trimmers and want energy to encounter a 
measure of such priwfi^tive magnitude,—it 
is not fair to prejudge,—may I be mi.staken ! 
—1 w'oll know tliai the measures I have sug¬ 
gested ^ouJd excite the indignation of Irish 
peers, commoners, squires, and landjob- 
bers j to them I must beg leave to observe, 
that I really wish to save their throats from 
being cut, their lands laid waste,, their coun- 
try'desolated, and the British empire over¬ 
thrown.—-It ik not a little i^ating' to hear 
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thine - 

that it will become a K)cnch colony; — 
Agreed, but who is to do th.it something r— 
men, as the very honourable gen 
tleman on his legs,—let me ask him, who is 
to enable the miserable wretches on his 
, estate to tiothe, feed and lodge better, but 
be himself? would be wish to thrust his hand 
into the public pui'se to improve the condi* 
jtion of his tenants ? agreed,—let him do so, 
provided that he will replenish that purse 
yrhen it is empty j—does he not put tlic 
whole rental of his estate into his puck-, t, 
undiminished by repairs, propcrty-tiix, al* 
iowances for improvements, or audit din- 
toers, while an English landlord hardly re¬ 
ceives three-fourths ofhisrenl clear, andpaj's 
for every ponsumeable article au enormous 
price?—In a word, there are no landed pro¬ 
prietors in Europe who owe so much to their 1 
country, as the gentlemen of Ireland j there I 
is np country lor wliich God has dune so I 
much, and man so little.—l-et me exhort 
those gentlemen, before it be too late, (0 
give up, (at least for seven years) the charms 
of Harrowgatc, Margate, and all the gan-s 
and mouths, too, with precious Hath and 
yoluptuous London, and rc.side in their own 
country,—let them lower the rents tf ilieir 
little tenants, and' encourage, not txche, 
their industry. 'I.et them contribute to 
render the habitations of vho peasantry de 
cent and comfortah.’c. I ei then'. p;ive Iioiin- 
ttesfor Older and cleanliness, aiiaby nt 
inspection sec that fl.e intention ol sui !i 
bounty be carried into cfl'ect; a mere ./■?«/, 
will never do in a country v.’here the people 
in many parts have never in fact, beciici.in- 
pletely civilized—the residence of the niatiy 
would give peace and secuiity to the whole. 
—Between cowardiccand dissipation Ircl.-’iid 
has been nearly deserted, so that the few 
genllemea who have had virtue and if'rtitiule 
to stand gronnd in (he country parts 
actually mainliiim'd past., of danger.—In 
point, f know a gentleman, who, for tw'o 
ears, never went tiffbed until break of day, 
e and his family, even inchuling his wife, 
were op duty every nighi,—had otjier gen¬ 
tlemen acted with similar courage, vigilance, 
anif perseverance as he did, the late rebel¬ 
lion never could have been so horribly 
powerful and tremendous a.s it was,—n.ay, it 
hsight have been pi evented entirely—I 
know that it hud been long the'^practice in 
Irelni’di wjb'':; the oppressed broke opt into 
^Ols of outrage against their oppressors, for 


senatorial adventurers, ferensian 'dema¬ 
gogues, and inflammatory pamphleteers, to 
direetthe .storm againstthe state. Government, 
which had never provokedethe insurrei^on, 
was bound, hotfrever, to put it dpjwn -by mi¬ 
litary force} hence, being considered by the 
insurgents hs allies to the landed tyrants, 
who were the original aggressors, both be¬ 
came the common object of democrafical 
attack.—llic fact is. Government and the 
Irisli peasantry’are far distant from each 
other. I know 6t no point in which they- 
are in dirpet contact, except in the tax on 
hearth.s, and even that small duty escapes 
the chiiiiucy of the soli(arj^ cottager, or 
the cotjagL-r with one hearth.—Whether the 
duty on whisky or loh;,cco be any real grieve- 
ance, I must .submit to eccriomi.sts and mo- 
ralcsis,—under a free constitution it is not 
easy to conceive how an agricultural pea-, 
santrycan he oppressed by its government, J 
mean, where a just usageand a humane order 
of things, prevail j for, most assuredly, the 
qiianturn of rent should be regulated by the 
quantum of taxation to which the renter is 
subject, thi,s is so obvious a truth, that it re¬ 
quires no illustration—It is high time that 
the saddle wen* placed on the right horse,-.* 
to (bis very hour there are many, even 
tliiiiking p(Mplc in England, who are per» 
su.'uli'H that all those disorders that have af¬ 
flicted and disgraced Ireland, have becq 
occ;>sioncd by pi.lltical misrule and persecu¬ 
tion trom government, whereas while boys. 
Oak buys, and all the boys sprang froiil 
c.i!i.es in wlilch government had no more to 
dotliaii the Emperor of China—Since the 
Imu-e of Hanover ascended the Bfiti.sh 
throne, the people of Ireland lutve felt no 
impulse from their political rulers, br which 
their comforts or happiness w'eyediminished 
or (li-^liirbcJ.—In England, ail oppressions 
flow from Government, in Ireland they are 
inflicted by the rapacious hand of the land¬ 
ed interest.—^Your most obedient servant. 
2dlA Fub. 1808. J. W. ' 

‘ BANK OP ENGtAND, ' 

StR,—-Having lately conversed with se- 
veral gentlemen on the subject of the late 
demand made by government on the Bank 
ot England, for the loan of three millions, to 
be repaid by exchequer bills (not bearing 
interbsi) six months after the signing a defi¬ 
nitive treaty of peace, and amongst the 
her were members of the imperial pai%.f 
pent, ‘I found them warmly 'to espouse the 
conduct of government on the occasion • 
and as the arguments generally made use of^ 
by them led to the same point} 1 conclude, 
that those who li.'ive defended the ■princi- 
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E les on which the demand has been made, 
ave drawn their concltuioos from the same 
aource.-'-The argument is this, that a per* 
son keepiiK money with bis banker has a 
right to his balances in any way he 
plea'sAiy^and thbrelbre the baok df England, 

■ standing TTi the situation of banker to govern¬ 
ment, &at government have an,unduubted 
right to make use of thejr own balances. 
On Ais subject, sir, I most perfectly coin¬ 
cide. But is this a fait statement ? 1 con¬ 
tend it is not j for if the premises are good, 
-Jhat government have a right to make use 
of tlieir own balances, which 1 allow, then 
what occasion was there for any communica¬ 
tion to take place between the chancellor 
of ihe exchequer and the governor and di¬ 
rectors of the bank of England, as 'to the 
loati ef three millions without interest. I 
certainly should not communicate with my 
banker on the subject of the disposition of 
iny balances in his hands, and of course 
there was no necessity* for government ma¬ 
king any communication to the bank of 
England as their banker. 1 consider there* 
fore, sir, that the question rcsolyps itselt in¬ 
to a very narrow compass.—Government 
liaye either been unnecessarily demanding 
tlieir right, or they have demanded what 
ought not to have been in the power-of the 
governor and directors of the bank of Eng- 
,land to grant.—For if the three millions are 
not intended to be drawn from the balances 
of government in the bank, they must con¬ 
sequently be taken from the surplus or sav¬ 
ings of the company } and I cordially agree 
with the author of a late publication, ad¬ 
dressed to the proprietors of bank stock, 
that such an aocumulation ought never to 
have taken place; for whenever the savings 
or profits had warranted a division, it ought 
by every principle of honour and justice to 
have been made,—And, sir, 1 am bold to 
, assert, that men who have supported the 
minister on this occasion, have condemned 
the conduct of the governor and directors 
in placing the company in such a situation 
as to have induced government to make the 
demand, from a knowledge which they 
presumed they possessed of the sums that 
had (so unjustly) been suffered to accumu¬ 
late, to the manifest injury of each indi¬ 
vidual proprietor.—I trust, sir, that at the 
first general court held at the bank, th£ ques¬ 
tion as to whether the three millions are only 
be drawn from the balances of govem- 
tnent,*pr whether they are to be considered 
aa a loan arising from the savings of the 
company, will be brought forward, in or¬ 
der that the transaction may be placed in its 
trae light, and prevent future inisrq>re8ea- 


I tatioQs; and, should it appear tbaf-thi three 
! imlltonsare to to taken from the balances 
of government, I do not consider that any 
injurv will be sustained by the company, 
but that the flourishing state of their finan¬ 
ces, will enable them te continue with the 
addition of a bonus, their usual division of 
tw'elve pounds per cent, per anuum. Bht, 
should it appear that the three millions are 
to be taken from the savings of the company, 
it will be necessary to submit a motion on 
the subjci'.t to the court of proprietors, 
strongly urging them to adopt such a line 
of conduct as will prove the means of pro¬ 
curing for themselves a fair ^istribufion of 
that property they have so unjustly been kept 
out of.—I remain, sir, your obedient hum¬ 
ble servant,—^JusTiCE.-^Feb. 2S, i808, 

SINKINO FUND. „ 

SfRj—Your correspondent, C. S., could 
not discover any sense in my plausible’* 
doubts, which you placed in your register of 
14th November,—but to enlighten ray igno* 
ranee, he ch irges me with sinister designs, 
because " 1 have dragged out A/s conclusions 
“ before your readers, and left behind the 
curtain those of Mr. Pitt and Lord H. 
" Petty,”—as if such fine names, might 
not be innocently omitted for sake of brevity. 
He reduced tlieir practical calculations to 
brief,—he adopted their conclusions, not 
without contempt for the authors, and now 
he flies to their deified names for shelter from 
the rule of three. - His quotation g times, 
of Lord H. Petty’s quofation of Mr, Pitt, 
was needless,—for every one bad by rote, 
how that angel of a man lunfessed (’twas a 
timely and well acted confession) that a na¬ 
tion out of debt, is in ihe high road to ruin. 
C, S. goes on to dispel my doubts, thus (p, 
t)40): “ unquestionably they are ignorant of 
‘ the eOects of competition and capital, 
who can doubt the extent of the mischiefs 
' that must result from the competition of- 
600 millions, with a capifal of 100 mil-< 
lions.”—Now, Sir, I appeal to you, that 
I did (Hot doubt such effects, if the cames 
were possible. What I doubted was, that 
if the 600 millions he paid ly .taxes, the 
circulating capital can be encrcased thereby, 
and of course 1 douj^d that the competition 
so much dreaded, cannave existence. C. S. 
goes on (p. 941) " now that the extensive 
** calamities of a sudden extinction of the 
" debt is admitted on all hands”! !! How? 
a certain consequence of an impossible cAuse ? 
—no, but if it be paid by means of the 
Sinking Fund, which must take up before it 
pays dovwi, (as we giddy-pated Irish think)- 
any competition between the lOQ a tlie 
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600 millicHis, H imposstble. The trustees 
to the Sinkiog Fund have already taken t:tp, 
aay (for convenience of round numbers) 100 
millions of the 600 of debt.—and I ask, if 
the money which they paid away for the said 
100 millions, did eticrease the circulating, 
capital of 100 to 200 millions;—if it did, 
or Mid not, C. S.'s premises or conclusions 
are false,, q. e, d.'—Hear him again, a no- 

" minal en’erease has the same effect on real 
** money, as a real ciicrease could have, 
" and all iie contends for is, that it must 
" nominally encrea.se to the amount of the 
** debt, and therefore that the real depreci- 
" afion mast be in the proportion which the 
debt bears to the circulation,” This is 
mere kettle-dramming, unless it means pay¬ 
ment of the debt u ithnut lax^f, or that the 
debentures in circulation are no part of the 
circulating capital, nominal or real, which 
would be to s.'iy, that they are nothing at 
all. Ii lias no relation to the doubts which 
I have put in one .*. 011 ( 0000 , " that payment 
*' of the national debt by means of t:ixe.s, ta- 
“ ken out of the circulating capital, can 
encioase it." His third sub-divi'<ioii of 
iny uuiiuis, says, that my ** notion” is old, 
—in his first pait, be says, " if it be not 
just, it is new.”—but be it old or new I 
oriireai you Mr. Cobbett, to inform a socie¬ 
ty of Irishmen, who almost adore your love 
of your own country, whether the Sinking 
Kund can t.ake a delienUirc nut of the mat ket 
niilil Its val'ie Iw first taken out of circnla- 
tion,' and whether iOO millions .already dis¬ 
charged, were gath..*reJ out of a porket 
where that sum was tint, a miracle whici^ 
our Irish taith rannot admit unless make 
it clear.—As for Oi S.'s notfihle adv ice, " to 
take peace any how,—to surrender the 111 - 
" val dominion,—to go back where our fore- 


your excellent wofk, should thus throw the 
burden of proof on'his ignorant audience,—* 
but I have only suggested donbts, and 1 
leave them to the digestion of C. S.’s pupils. 


-OsGUR.—20/A February, 180w. 

^ • - -- 


COURT OF ADMI^LTY. 

Sir,—>-»H aving perused in your Register 
of the 14th ult. a letter signed R., wherein 
your correspondent complains of abuses 
existing in the administration of the prize- 
laws, and committed (as he says) under the 
authority of the court of adWiiralty ; I am 
induc'd, partly by reflections arising out of 
tlie facts Staled in that letter and partly by 
some observations o"gge«tc^ by the lata 
orders of conncil, to submit for your 
consideration a few brief remarks, not on 
any individual abuses ir. practice comtr.it<-cd 
by, or under the authority ct this judicial 
court, but on somtf radical defects (as such 
they appear to me) in its theory and con- 
sritiition.—I have, indeed. Sir, long thought, 
and the public have thought with me, that 
tlicre is much, very touch, which calls for 
enquiry ana reform in a court deciding, as 
this does, according to the laws of nations, 
on the rights and interests of the subjects, 
not only of this, but of foreign kingdoms 
also ; and which ought, therefore, in its 
tone and temperament, its cliaractor, and 
it.s habits, to be regulated by the most 
scrupulou-s delicacy of judicial accuracy.— 
I’he lirst and nio-st objectiona'ole trait I am 
led toiiolice in the complexidn and character 
cf this couit is.the following The right 
! L-nourable Judge, who presides therein, 
and decides upon the cases brought for trial 
.ind for adjudication, in pursuance of orders 
issued by the privy council, is himself a 
member of that deliberative and executive 


fathers loft us,—to teach our populaliou 
“ the use of arms, and our soldiers, agri- 
** culture, kc." (p. Q-l?), I shall only say, 
that it is a pity he omitted the whole plan 
of the law'-givei: called Gonzalo, in Shake¬ 
speare’s Tempest,-—" X w'ould by contraries 
execute all things,—no trqfic would I 
admit,— ki/ers should not be known,— 
poverty, riches, none. No occupation, 
*, —all men idle, and women too, but ih- 
nocent and purcj^jeason would 1 not 
*' have, and nature mould bring forth a)l 
abundance to feed my innocent people, 
** &c. C, S, concludes, " sbew^us that 

no real or nominal encrease will take place 
** if the national debt be paid by means of 
" tat^s, and then we shall confess our error, 
*' but till then we maintain, kc. Sfc.”—Sir, 
this is cruel, that a professor,—a writer of 
eight long ess^, eccupyinj; <jo columns of 


body, wiicrein the justice and expediency 
of those orders is decided upon, and by 
whose authority they are consequently 
i*sued.—But, Sir, having thus discharged 
his duty as a privy counsellor, this same 
individual acting in his judicial cap-icit/has 
to carrj’ into execution tliose orders he has 
himself jassisted in framing, and the dis¬ 
charge of which latter duty proves lucrative 
to himself in propoition touie extent of these 
1 pres’ious orders.—For instance, should it be 
debate^ in the privy council, of which this 
judge is, as I have stated, a member, 
whether an order for detaining and sub¬ 
jecting to trial the ships of neutral nation* 
should be made to extend to Swedfcs and 
Prussians or to Prussians only; the. profits 
afterwards accruing to him fn his capacity 
of judge are in their amount materially 
atlecled by the determination of such' 
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question wb^reto he'is himself assisting by 
his opinion and advice.—Surely, Sir, if such 
a combinati&n of legislative and judicial 
functions can be in any wise constitutionally 
centered in the sapie individual: the|[ex* 
ecution'Vifjihe latter should be ^compensated 
by a fixed and limited salary (I care not 
* how large—the talents, the exertions and 
the integrity of die present judge of the 
admirrity deserve every honor and claim 
high remuneration), nor should that officer 
be pennitred to enrich himself by judgments 
•passed on vessels detained b> his own order, 
and which must, as I have said, prove 
lucrative in proportion to the scope and 
extent ot that order.—You, Sir. who so 
ably exposed t^ie unconstitutional incon¬ 
sistency ot a chief justice oT the king’s bench 
being arnictuber of the cabinet, will, J am 
sure, admit ‘l.c equal incongruity manifest 
in a j idge ot the admiralty (paid as he at 
prcse ' is) having a seat in the privy council. 
If the former be a sodrce of power un- 
recoiv lab'e with the freedom, the latter is 
u soiir.;..- of profit no less incorifpatible with 
tli( (Mirity o( the constitution. « British 
jiisttce, Mr Cobbett, ini lie spollessness of 
i'lS (;hjE*ity, should, like the wil'e of Caesar, 
be inaccessil'.le even to the suspicion of a 
reproacli bhoud you deem the present 
worth)- of insertion in your Register, I 
shall trouble you with some further remarks 
on this court of judicature.—I am. Sir, &c, 
'soih Nowm ter, I 807 . Z. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

England. - On the gih of Feb. 1808 , the 

Capture of tHe lianuh West India Islands 
was announced in the London Gazette.-— 
The following ate the Articles of Capitu¬ 
lation. 

(Concluded f rom p. 4l6.J 
Sir Alexander Cochrane, Knight of the 
Bath, and Commander in Chief of the Na¬ 
val Forces employed at Barbadoes and the 
Leeward islands, on the part of his Britan* 
nic Majesty, and Colonel Van Scholten, 
Commandant of the said Danish Islands, on 
the part of his Majesty the King 0 / Den¬ 
mark. 

■Art. I. The islands of St. Thomas and St. 
John’s, and their dependencies, are hereby 

K laced under the protection of his Britannic 
lajesty.—Answer. War being declared*be- 
tween the two nations, the islands of St.Tho- 
mas and St. John’s, and their dependencies, 
must be furrendered to the forces of his Bri¬ 
tannic Majesty.—Art. II. Military honours 
nre to be wewn at the surrender : the offi¬ 
cers keep and continue to carry their swords. 
—Answer. Agreed to.—Art. III. AU tho 


j inhabitant of the said islantbare to enjoy tbs 
full^t security for their persons, property, 

I and other rights, as well as a fiee exercise'of^ 
their religion.v-Answer. All boni fide Da¬ 
nish inhabitants shall enjoy the fullest secu^ 
rity for their persons and properties, as weU 
as a free exercise of their religion, provided 
they do not in any measure cover, or attempt 
to cover, the property of the enemies of 
•Great Britain and Ireland. By property it 
to be understood, all goods and merchandise, 
now on shore. And to render any farther 
explanation on this head unnecessary, it is 
required, that all Danish inhabitants, and 
Miose of other nations, not at war with Great 
Britain, shall give in, when called upon, and 
if demanded, on oath, a strict and impartial 
account of all pr^q^erty belonging to the ene¬ 
mies of Great Britain, either in their own 
possession, or within their knowledge, there¬ 
by fully securing the intention of this article. 
—Art. IV. Arms and ammunition to be de¬ 
livered by a commission composed of officers 
of both parties; also the mrigaxiues and pro¬ 
visions, and what else may be found in the 
forts, as it shall be found to day according to 
returns to be drawn up.—Answer. Agreed 
to.— — Art. V. All Danish officers, and the 
garrison, to be conveniently and salely con¬ 
ducted to their native country; and those 
that might desire to proceed via America or 
elsewhere, to be provided with proper pass¬ 
ports, or to remain in this country if they . 
wish.—Answer. I’lie garrison must be con¬ 
sidered as prisoners oii war, and conveyed to 
Europe as speedily ns possilDe, and every in¬ 
dulgence shewn them.—Art, Vf. No mili¬ 
tary to be quartered in houses, but in bar¬ 
racks and proper rooms to be assigned by the 
burgher council, and a commission appointed 
to that end.—Answer. Agreed to; but the 
buildings must be such as the quarter master 
general approves of.—Art. VII. The Dsinisli 
law.j and ordinances to remain in force. All 
courts and judicial offices to be occupied by 
tha present officers. Delinquents under con¬ 
finement not tohe released until their.sentence 
is passed^nd enfuroed.—Answer.Thc Danish 
laws and ordinance : shall remain in force, sub-, 
ject to the pleasure of hi*s Britannic Majesty. 
The judicial offices to continue occupied by 
the present persons; [jitUthey, as well as aU 
civil officers, must be subject to the apmot 
bat ion of the commanders in chief. The 
latter part of this article is agreed to on the- 
same condition. An English custom house 
will be established on the same basis as*iti 
tlie British colonies.—Art. VIII. The king’s 
and public treasuries, all public book k^ep* 
ing.s, and accounts, archieyes and pivttocoUo 
remain unmolested, under the bauds of the 
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respective ofBcers, fbr mutual security and —Art. XVI. The paper money issued by hia- 
.use.—Answer. All public property, and all Danish Majesty is to remain in circulation 
property belonging to the King of Denmark, as heretofore.—Answer. Granted, subject to 
or to his government, must bfi given up (to' the pleasure of his Britannic Majesty.—All 
liis Britannic Majqsly), and all public papers the forts, military posts,,and vessels of war, 
and records must be submitted to the inspec- must,be ^vet up as soon as th^ saptfulation 
tion of the British. The records and p.ipers is ratified by the commaxdprs in chief.——^ 
will be allowed to remain in the propc offi- Dated, St. Thomas, Dec. 21, ISO;. 

ces.--Art. IX. His Majesty tlie King of Articles of capitulation for the surrender 

Denmark, having advanced loans to the ‘ of the Danish Island of Santa Croix, awd ita 
planleis, the said planters continue to pay off dependencies, entered into between General 
according to the method regulated, unto his Henry Bowyer, commander of the land 
iaatd Majesty the King of Dciimaik, who re- forces, and Rear Admiral the Honoitrabl®* ■ 
tain.s tjte riglit of morlgage on the estates.— Sir Alexander Cochrane,'Knight of the Bath, 
Answer. Answered in the last article; but and corttmandcr in chief of the naval forces 
any sura now due, shall be paid without de- employed at Barbadoes and the leeward 
lay, to such persons as shall be appointed by Islands, on the paj"! of his Britannic Majesty, 
the commanders in chitf (subject to the and Governor Lillienschiold, of the said Da- 
plcasure ol'liis Britannic Majesty).—An. X. nish if.I.ind and dependencies, on the-part of 
No inhabitant shall be compelled lo c.'irry his Majesty the King of Denmark, 
arms, orperlorni duty, when he has made Art I. By delivering up the island, all 
bU oath of neutiahty.—Answer. Agreed lo; military honours are to be given. The gar- 

bui they w'ill lie required to take an oath of rison to march out with their arms, ammu- 
gllegiance to the British govere.menl, ex- nition, tlruras beating, and flying banners, 
pressing lh.it they will not, either openly or j- The troops sffall on no account whatsoever^ 
secretly, do any thing hostile to the British be coiisidtred as prisoners of war. The in¬ 
government.-Art, XI. The Americans fantry and cavalry to remain in iindusturbcd 

shall be permitted, without constraint, to possession of their arms. The corps of ar- 
expurt the produce of the islands, and to tiller)' to keep in possession two field pieces 
provide them with necessities. The inhabi- and an ammunition waggon.—Answer. The 
tants arc allowed to ship their produce to garrison shall march out with all the honours 

America.-Answer. These colonies must of war, as expressed, and the oflicers sliajl 

tr.i... inder the same laws as govern the keep their swords; but all must be prtson- 
Bi'iiI,sh West India islands.—Art. XII. The ers of war, and .all arms, except oflicers’ 

free coloured people of this island shall be swords, shall be faitl)fully*deliveied up,-- 

regarded and protected as heretofore under Art. II. The entire military force shall have 
the Danish government, and they .shall not liberty to remain in their quarters in the 
be forced to do apy military duly.—Answer, island, and receive their* usual Jpay and vic- 
Tlie Danish frefe coloured people will be tnals, until the same, through suitable means, 
protected as heretofore, and will not be and upon British expence, can be tran.sport- 
forced to do any military duty; but they ed to some convenient place in Denmark, in 
must take an oath of allegiance, conformably possession of hi.s Danish Majesty. None of 
to the tenth artide.—Art. XI11. Inthege- the forces to be permitted to enter into the 
neral claims of Danish and neutral property British service j and all to keep possessiqjq 
to be respected, as belonging to its Jaw'ful of their luggage and equipage. Should any 
owners, is also comprehended the vessels of the oflicers wish logo to America, or any 
and all property afloat in the harbours, or other neutral country, on their way home, 
what might arrive during the time ‘the Da- they are to be provided with passports to 
nish colonies may resiain in the possession of that eflpect, and they will be permitted to 
his Britannic Majesty.—Answer. Answered stay two ro inths in the island, from the time 
by the reply to the third article.—Art. XIV. this capitulation is signed.—Answer. The 
Slaves to remain tlyiindisputed property of garrison will be conveyed to England as soon 
their present lawful owners.—Answer. Slaves as ships can conveniently be provided,- and 
being property, this has already been settled every indulgence will be shewn them. Th6ir 

by the answer to the third article.^-Art- pay cannot be paid by the British, but they 

X.V. The police of this inland continues to will receive the usual rations and allowances 
perform its oiflcial functions with the same issued to prisoners of war, The otScers and 
authority as under the Danish government, men will have their private- property pre- 
and according to the laws, and usages of the served to them. Passports shall be given to 
couutrj'.-—Answer. This has atready been such oflicers as may require them, to go to 
answered b;^ie reply to the seventh article. America. Those officers who wish to i^e- 
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main two or three months, shall be allowed* 
and the men shall be quartered as long as 
they remain on the island. No other an¬ 
swer can be given K^this article, euept that 
the ofiicdbwnav' rely upon every respect and 
.civility being sbevp to them——Art. III. 
Tliose military officers, who wish to* remain 
in the island, are permitted to do so.-— 
A^swd^ Agreed to.—Art. IV. All the arms 
and ammunition to be delii’ered up by a 
commission of officers of both parlies ; also 
■ 'liic roval .stores ana provisions, and what else 
of bis majesiy’s property shall be found in 
the furts i also tlie money in tlieking^ trea¬ 
suries, ali acc< 4 jJing to Uie specification 
which ir to bj n i.di. as so.^n as the country 
is s«.’'^endcred —^Answe.' Agreed to j But a 
bona fidb aec-junt support j by proofs shall 
be given.-- — Aii. V. All clwuches and reli¬ 
gious congregation-> sh.ill te supperted in 
theii respiciive itpiits and pri’. .leges.—— 
Answer. Agree i to.—Art, VI. The Danish 
Inw.i and sijt-cial ordnances of this ■ -'iiutry, 
aliHil leiuain u; fi U aud nncortrolled vigour 
and execution a-. hUberto; aii-.l ju'aice to be 
administered by ihe persons jiow in office. 
The appeal from the upper court, to go .^s 
usual to the high court of justice at Copen¬ 
hagen. All the civil officers are to remain 
in the admiiiistiation of their respective offi¬ 
ces. The police of this island is to be ad¬ 
ministered as hitherto, with the same autho¬ 
rity as under the Danish government, ac¬ 
cording to the recSived usages of the island, 

and by the same persons.-Answer. The 

Danish laws and ordinances shall remain in 
full force until the peace. The same officers, 
judicial and ciiil, shall remain in their seve¬ 
ral places, but subject to the pleasure of the 
commander in chief.—The appeal from the 
upper courts, must go to his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty in council. The police will remain 
undisturbed, and exercised by the same per¬ 
sons. - — Art. VII. All private property be¬ 
longing to persons present or absent, to in¬ 
dividuals, or bodies corporate, of every de¬ 
nomination, is to be respected, and the pro¬ 
prietors to remain in full and uncontrolled 
possession and administration of the same, 
by themselves, or by their attorn ies.—-The 
inhabitants of this island are to have it in 
their power either to dispose of their pro¬ 
duce here, or to ship it to England, AiSieri- 
ca, or elsewhere.—^Answer. All Danish pro¬ 
perty on shore (except such produ(% as may 
have beSn relanded from on board ship since 
the blockade of the island f and such cofiee 
the produce of St. Dominica now stored 
here)- shall be fully secured to the proprie¬ 
tors, provided they do pot in any manner 
coreTj or attempt to cover, the property of 


(m 

the epemies of Great Brltab and Ireh^.—• 
The latter part of this article will be referred 
to in the answer to article XIII.—' 
No inhabitant shall be compelled on amf 
pretence whatever to bear*arms against hia 
Danish Majesty, any other power, or per?, 
form any military duty. The inhabitanta^ 
are to keep their arms and ammunition; 
those who w'ish to remain on the island, 
shall swear to observe a strict neutrality, and 
those who may wish to quit it, shall be al¬ 
lowed to dispose of their property, or to ap¬ 
point attoruies for the administration of the 
.same.—Apswer. The inhabitants shall not 
be compelled to bear arms apinst bis Danish 
Majesty, but they must take an oath of alle¬ 
giance, binding themselves to do nothing 
hostile apinst the British government, open¬ 
ly, or secretly.—They shall keep their arms, 
but subject to the contioul of his Britannic 
Majest/s governor —They may remain In 
the island, or quit it, as (hey please; thejr 
m.’.y also dispose of their properties, and ap- 
i point attomies for the administration of the 
s.-irne.—Art. IX. ITie free people of colour 
shall continue to enjoy their freedom and 
properly, and in every respect to be treated 
as the other inhabitants.—Answer. Apeed 
toj they faking the oath of allegiance to the 
Briti.sh government.—^Art. X. No ofiRcer or 
soldier shall be billetted on the inhabitants, 
every assistance shall be given to procure 
proper quarters,—Answer. Agreed to; but 
proper quarters shall be assigned to the Bri¬ 
tish garrison, which shall be approved of by 
the quarter master general of the army,—— 
Art. XI. The loans belonging to his Danish 
Majesty, are to be considered, as they really 
are, private property.—Answer. A11 proper¬ 
ty whatever, which in any way belongs to 
the King of Denmark must be surrendered 
to his Britannic Majesty the King of Great 
Britain and Ireland; and all sums now due 
on loans, as well as what may become so, 
must be regularly paid to commissioners ap¬ 
pointed to receive the same; but the prin¬ 
ciples of equity which have governed his 
Danish Majesty’s instructions on the sub¬ 
ject, will be observed.—^Art, XII, All pub¬ 
lic books, archives, and registers of govern¬ 
ment, or the burgher^uncii, and all other 
public offices, shall be l^d sacred, and un¬ 
molested in the respe^ive offices, under the 

care of* the present officers.-Answer. 

Agreed to; subject to the inspection of the 
British government.—Art. }UII. The ports 
of the colony shall be open to ail American 
and all other neutral vessels, which shall be 
permitted to import provisions and anpplies, 
and to export sugar and rum, and other colo¬ 
nial produce, free of duties.——The inhabi- 
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tints shall enjoy th$ same liberty of impor¬ 
tation and exportation in their own vessels, 
and with rcprd to the payment of customs 
and duties on importation, ^e placed on a 
footing^ with the most favoured British colo¬ 
nies.—Answer. The colony must trade sub¬ 
ject to the British laws, as in force in the Bri¬ 
tish West India islands, and shall have 
whatever advantages are allowed to the most 

favoured British colony.-Art. XIV. Hit 

Danish Majesty has, for the use of this and 
the other Danish islands, issued a certain pa¬ 
per currency, whereof a cousidcrahio sum is | 
now in the possession of the coiuinunity. As ; 
such paper money has hitherto passed, to the ' 
great convenience of the inhabitants, it is lu j 
pass hereafter as current money, -as well as 
joes, dollars, rials, stivers; and no alteration 
to be made in their respective values.—An¬ 
swer. Agreed to; subject to the plca.sure of 
his Britannic Majesty.—Art. XV. Certain 
persons, Danes, having engaged in a danger¬ 
ous conspiracy, for tlio purpose of subvert¬ 
ing, even by means of assassination, the ex¬ 
isting order of things, the enqui'-y already* 
instituted is to proceed against the persons 
arre.sted, and such others as may hereafter 
be detected to have been implicated, in the 
same minnuer as if the colony had remained 
under the Danish flag; and when tlie en¬ 
quiry is at an end, those persons are to be 
sent to Denmark to take their trials.—An¬ 
swer, Agreed to ; but from thi.s time all fur¬ 
ther proceed! ng.s must be subject to the fiunl 
orders of the King of .Great Britain and Ire¬ 
land.—Art. XVi. The commanders in chief 
are to dispatch iiumediately two swift sailing 
vessels to Denmark with copies of this capitu¬ 
lation.—Answqf. Tlie commanders in chief 
will forward immediately by an English ship 
of war any dispatches that the governor may 

have via London.-'The forts and batteries 

shall be delivered up as soon as these articles 
arc ratiEed by the commanders in chief.— 
Dated, Drederkkstadt, Santa Croix, 'Dct. 
25, 1807. 

‘^QRTVOAh.-—Proclamation of GeneialJunot, 
l5f February, Lisbon, 1808. 

Inhabitants of th6 kingdom of Portugal.— 
Your interest! have engaged the attention 
of tvis Majesty the Emperor and King, 
our master, all irlSsolution ought to dis- 
«ppear; the destidics of Portugal are 
brightening, and her future happiness is 
soured, because Napoleon the great has 
taken her under hisomnipotent protection.— 
The prince of Brazil, by^ leaving Portugal, 
renounced all his. rights and sovereignty 
over this kingdom. The house/)f firi^nza 
has ceased to reign in Portugal j the 


Emperor Napoleon wills, that this fine 
country shall be governed entirely in his 
name, by the general in chief of bis 
Army.—The task which this mark of the 
benevolence and confidence of my master 
iuposes dn q;ie, is of dffficult ex^pikidn, but 
I hope to perform it in a proper manner, 
supported as I am by the labour of the' 
most intelligent men of thi.s kingdom, and 
the kind disposition of its inhabilaiM.— I 
have formed a council of government -to 
enligh»en me with regard to the good which 
I must do ; anil perennial Administratio&»« 
sliall be ajipointed, in order to point out to 
me the means of improving the admi- 
m-itrailon, and establishing order and 
economy in the management of the public 
wfc.ikb I shall' order roads to be made 
and canals formed, to facilitate' com- 
niunicjtion, and to cause agricii’t-ire and 
national industry to fioiirisli, two 
branches indi.«pensibly required for the 
prosperity of a cofiulry, which it will be 
easy tc restore to a people, enlightened, 
persevering, and intrepid.—^Thc Portuguese 
troops, qumnianded by the ntost deserving 
of their ch'efs, will soon form but one 
family with tbo soldiers of Ivi-teqgo, 
Austcflitz, Jena, and Frledliuid ; ..nd •so 
rivalry will exist between them, tji.t ‘bat 
of valour and discipline.—Tlie pu'.i’.'c r> 
vonue, well managed, will .secur'^ to every 
person employed in its a'-l:ri.iis* ..liou 
the reward of hU labouis ; i'd ; 

instruction, that only .scMrce oi 
saiion ot nations, shall bed .’' ■ 

(he different proviiues, iuk. 
upper IJeira will alsopioiince l'. >i ’ .i ’ 

The religion of your forefathers, inr > 
which we all profess, shall be proiocieo i.^ 
the same hand which restorcci ii to (he vast 
French empire, free from the superslition. 
which disgraced it j justice will be equally 
administered, freed from all delay.s apd 
arbitrary proceedings which degrade it.— 
Public tranquillity shall no more be dis- 
tiiibed by daring high-way robbers, the 
oltspririg of idlene.ss; and should any in- 
corrigtble mi-screants be found, an active 
police shall ^id the country of them. No 
hideous beggar; shall henceforth offend Ute 
eyes of the industrious inhabitants of this 
superb capital, nor of the interior of the 
covfbtry j workhouses shall be erected for 
that purpose, where the maimed poor shall 
find an asylum, and the idle be employed 
in labour necessary for his own maintenance 
and preservation.—Inhabitants of the king¬ 
dom of Portugal, be peaceful and witliout 
fear; repel the instigations of those who 
wish to lead you t^ rebtfilioo, and. who do 
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not care how much blood is shed pr<^ided 
it be the blood of the continent} coRdde 
iiKpiicitly in oar exertions for your wellare j 
you will reap all its fruits. Sliould it be 
necessary, in the first moment, to make 
some saqrifices, thoy* will be sojplyVequired 
topl-»ce th3 government in a proper con- 
<lition to melioi-.!# your fate. I^tey are 
indispensably necessary for the sustenance 
of a Ift^c army, required for the execution 
of the vast projects of the Great Napoleon. 
His watch'ul cm's are fixed on you, and 
your future happinfiss is cerj^iin. He will 
love you as much as his French subjects : 
endeavour to deserve his favours by ca re¬ 
spectful conduct and submission to bis will. 

Portugal.— Decree nf General Junoljt 1st 
, February, I8()8. 

1. The kingdom of Portugal shall hence¬ 
forth be »»nl:rely governed in the name of 
his Majesty the F.mperor and King, by the 
general in cliiet' of th» French army m 
Portugal.—2. The council of regency ap¬ 
pointed by his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Brazil, became suppic-sed llic 

very moment that the said Pnacc loft the 
kingdom of Portugal.—if. There shall be 
a cduneil of government under the pre¬ 
sidency of the general in chief, composed 
of a secretary of state, cliarged w'ith the 
administration of the interior and of the 
finances, with two connscHors of govein- 
ment, one of which shall be charged with 
the department o& the interior, :md the 
other with that of the finances 5 further, 
of a secretary of state charged w'ith tlie 
war and marine dep.iituient, assisted by 
one counsellor of government charged with 
the war and marine department; and of 
one chancellor of government, charged with 
the department of justice and religiotls 
W'orship, with 1I19 title of liegedor. I'here 
shall be a secretary general charged with 
thd archives.—4. All the Corregedores.in 
the neighbouring districts:, all ordinary 
judgessyid justices, civil and criminal; in 
one word, all the public officers shall be 
confirmed in their places, with the ex¬ 
ception of such dismissals as the interest of 
the state shall render necessary, and of the 
changes which may be found required in 
the various appointments they hold, and 
the-nature of their fiinctions.—5. M. Her¬ 
man is appointed secretary of state, and 
charged with the department of the interior 
and the finances} Don Pedro de Mello is 
nominated chancellor of government; 
M. d' Auvere is charged with tlie department 
of the 'fin'ances; M. Lhurte is appointed 
weretary of state for the war and marine 
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departmetit'; court De S« Pais is omniiHite^ 
coufi^dlor of governhient forthedepi^ient 
of war and that of the marine ; M. Prin* 
cipal Castro U appointed chancellor of 
government for the d^artmentof juslica 
and religious worship, with the title of 
Regedor ; M. Vienez Vonblanc is appointed 
secretary general.—6. In every province* 
there shall be an Administrator general, 
with the title of Correeedor-MSr, char¬ 
ged with the direction of all the branches 
of admiuist!>)tion ; he shall keep a watchful 
eye over the interests of the province, point 
out to government such improvements as 
it shall be necessary to make, as well with 
regard to agriculture as to industry in ge¬ 
neral. He is to correspond on the above 
subject with the secretary of state, ta 
wlu)se department they resjjectively be¬ 
long, and W'ith regard to such matters as 
concern justice or religious worship, with 
the Regedor. —^There .shall also be in each 
province a general officer, cliarged with 
the pre.servation of public tranquillity and 
#)rder. His other functions shall be merely 
military, but on public fesliv.al.s and so¬ 
lemn occasions he shall be placed on the 
right of the Corregedor-Mor. —There shall 
be a Cnrregedor-AInr in the province of 
K'.tremadnra, who sbaU ri-,ide in Coimbra, 
,nnd a Corregedor^Mor in Lisbon, and til* 
districts bt'longing thereto, W'liich shall bo 
defined and bounded in an exact manner. 

PoRTi'OAL. — DecreeofiGenernl Junot, dated 
Lisbon, 1st February I80f*', 

In pursuance of his imperial Majesty’s 
decree, bearing date the 23J December, 
fSOy, in the name of liis saich Majesty, we, 
the governor of Paris, first aid-cle-camp of 
his imperial Majesty, general-in-chief of (he 
F'^ench army in Portugal, h-ive decreed and 
do decree as followr Art. I. An extraor¬ 
dinary war-c'.Mitribution of forty millions 
of crusades, shall be levied on the kingdom 
of Portugal. The contribution of twelve 
millions of crusades, imposed and already 
discharged since the arrival of the French 
shall be set off from the present contribution, 
and be accounted for by our receiver gene¬ 
ral.—11. Towards the said extraordinary 
contribution, the mergi^iits, bankers, and 
holders, of rents and contracts in the king¬ 
dom of Portugal, shall pay six millions of 
crusades, through the intervention of the 
board of trade, which is proportionally to 
divide the said sum on all the individuals, 
acebrding to the fortune which they are 
known or supposed to possess; and this 
contribution chalt be discharged in the fol¬ 
lowing manner The first tfiird shall be 
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paid the idth of tbe tObotli March next the present year.— Ylil. In gfieea da^ 
entuiiigi the second third sliaH be paid tJie aftex the publir.itton of the present decree, 
1 st of May } and the third shall be pa*d the all prelates shall be bound to deliver to the 
Ist of Au^t.—III. All Eqglish manufac- Secretary of State of the mterior and of the 
tares being liatde toConhscation on the sole finances, n correct retara of tfaetr yearly 
ground of their*origin, shall be ransomer! income# which he sbaH cause to be examin- ‘ 
by the mercliaiits who possess the same, and ed and verified. And etery per^'whose 
* who are at liberty to dispose thereof as they retuni shall be found incsrrect, sfa!a!l be sen* 

' please, by paying one third pait of th«‘ir tenced to pay double the amount of his con- 
value, according to their invoices. Thp tributioo. The said fine sh.ili be t^ver^ 
laid payment shall be made in three instaU out of the property of the otTendeF by the 
ments, andat the periods fixed in the pre- readiest means of execution.—-fX. The 
ceding articles.—IV. All gold and plate of first third part of this contribution shajl be 
all the churches, chapels, fraternities of delivered at the office of the Receiver Gene> • 
the city of Lisbon, and the district belong- rnl of the contributions and public revenue 
ing thereto, shall be carried to the mint, of Portupal, within the terra of one month 
received by the treasurer tliereof, under the next ensuing the publicatien of the present 
inspection and direction of the director of decree, by the prelates above mentioned 
the mint, within the term of 15 days. In residing in Lisbon ; and within the term of 


the churches no silver vessels shall remain, 
but such as are required for the decent ob¬ 
servance of religious worship, and of those 
‘vessels a list shall be delivered, signed by 
the person or persons who are charged with 
the custody and management thereof. Th^ 
person who carries tlie same to the mint, 
shall receive from the treasury a receipt, in 
an authentic form, for the articles delivered. 
All persons convicted of fraud, either with 
Mgard to the declaration of tlie articles ex¬ 
isting in such churches, or left there, 
or with respect to any like articles em¬ 
bezzled fur their own use, shall be sen¬ 
tenced to pay four times the value of the 
article not declared or embezzled.—V. All 
the articles ab'ove mentioned, belonging to 
churehes, chapels and fraternities in the 
provinces, shall be delivered at the housc'* 
of the'iwceiveri of tythes, within the terra 
of fifteen days, on the same condition and 
penalties mentioned in the fourth article. 
The several receivers shall give authentic 
receipts for the same, and send the articles 
received to the mint in Lisbon, the treasurer 
of which is to give them a 'pi ojier rk:eipt 
for the same. I’lie above receivers shall 
‘have an escort, if required.—^\''I. The 

total amount of the value of the said 
articles shall be deducted from the pre¬ 
sent contribution*—VII. All archbishops 

and bishops of the realm, all prelates and 
superiors of religiqus orders of both sexes, 
Uie regular and sdcular congregations which 
possess landed property, or capitals placed 
Out on interest, shall contribute two-thirds 
of tbe^^ annual produce, in case that the 
ratter'does net exceed sixteen thousand cru- 
aadea: should it exceed sixteen thousand 
crusades, tlrey shall contribute three fourths 
of the said produce } they shall, however, all- 
be exempted from the paymeu^t of tithes in j 


six weeks, by those who reside in*tbe pro¬ 
vinces.— X. The second third part shill be 
delivered at the said office whbis six months 
next ensuing the delivery of the first third, 
by such prelates as reside in Lisbon, and 
in one month after the first delivery, by 
those who reside' in the provinces.—^XI. The 
last one'third part shall be delivered at the 
said office, one month after the delivery of 
the second, by such prelates as reside in 
Lisbon, and three months after the second 
delivery , by such prelates as reside in the 
provinces.—XIL All pf^r^cus who possess 
church, livings of 600 to gOO milreis per 
anu,, shall contribute two-third parts of their 
annual income, aud shoi^Id such livings ex¬ 
ceed ()00 milreis per annum, they shallcnntri- 
bute three-fourths of the annual produce ; 
the payment thereof shall be made into the 
chest of the ordinary receiver of tithes of 
the district, under the inspection of the 
respective superintendants of tithes, who are 
to examine the said returns, and the same 
penalties shall be inflicted on the offenders. ■ 
—^XHI. The respective receivers of tithes » 
shall, under the inspection and direction- of 
the superintendants, deliver within the 
shortest time possible, the amount of the 
sum by them received into the ches’t of the 
Receiver-General of the public revenoe and 
contrtbutious of Portugal.—XIV. All the 
knights commanders o? the three.militaiy 
orders, and of the order of Malta, shall 
contribute two-thirds of the produce of their 
ccnnmanderics, in the installments and under 
the penalties above-mentioned, with regard 
to the prelates.—XV. All the holders of 
the grants-of the crown shall pay double the 
amount of the anmul contribution which 
has hitherto been imposed' on them. The 
payment and delivery thereof 'shall be 
in tlie manner tfbr^id.-s-XVL 
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All the proorietora of houces situated 
in Lisbon and in the district belonging 
thereto, shall contribute one naoiety of 
the annual rent for which they have let, in 
case of their being let; and sho»l(^ the pro¬ 
prietors inhabit the said houses themselves, 
one moiety of the/ent, to be dttermined by 
valuation. Payment and delivery* thereof 
shall be made in the manner above-mentic>n- 
ed, add under the same penalties. ^ All pro¬ 
prietors of houses situated in other towns and 
boroughs ot the kingdom are liable, to the 
same contribution,*payable iif the same form, 
and under the same penalties ^XVII. All 
proprietors of land, shall pay thif year, 
double the amo^t of the tithes imposed on 
them.—XVIII. For all hqrscs, mules, and 
servants, double the tax shall this yelr be 
paid wbteh was laid on them by former re> 
gulations, and the amount of the said tax so 
doubled shall be paid at once.—XIX. All 
public buildings aad establishments, which 
contribute towards the *cxpcnditure of the 
police, shall tliis year pay under the said con¬ 
tribution a sum equal to the amount thereof. 
-~XX. The Sheriff shall, under Ihe direc¬ 
tion of the Senate, make a proportional re¬ 
duction of the contribution, on all the 


^rra, be iwempted fr«n iha puy- 

menl ufthe Wo first tfairds of the pre^t 
ccHitribation, and from the provisions con¬ 
tained in the* 21 St article. The boroo^e 
and villages situated on t^ road to Lisbon, 
shall enjoy the same exemption, {.andt 
belonging to knights commanders, toholdei;p 
of grants of the crown, ami to other persons, 
pointed out in the 7th article, shall not be 
included in the disposition ^ the present 
article.— ^XXIV, I'he Secretary of State of 
the interior and of the Finances, is charged 
with the execution of the present Decree, 
which shall be printed and posted throughout 
the whole kingdom. 

Avstma.— ‘Declaration of the Emperor of 

Jitslria against England : dated Vunnaf 

February ISM, 1808. 

During the war which was concluded by 
the peace of Tilsit, his imperial royal and ' 
apostolic majesty has continually endeavour¬ 
ed to impress the belligerent powers with 
(he motives which ought to induce theta 
to concur in endeavouring to insure a ge¬ 
neral peace. The court of Vienna from 
that time declared its sentiments to the 


companies of mechanics and tradesmen, 
whether they keep open shops in public 
places or elsewhere, levying the sum assessed 
by prompt execution, applying them to the 
pqrpose intended, and giving proper receipts 
to those who have paid their quota of the 
contribution. TSe Senate will cause the 
total amount thereof to be delivered into the 


Cabinet of St. James's, and the imperial 
envoy at London, Prince Stahremberg, 
received formal and pressing instructions. 
But as the British ministry, in an answer 
to these written communications declared 
that its answer must depend on its allies, 
the salutary proposifions qf Austria could 
not but be considered as disregarded, and 


chest of the Receiver General of the con- 
tiibutions and the public revenue of Por¬ 
tugal, every eight day s until it shall be en¬ 
tirely discharged,—XXL The Senate of the 
city of Oporto will cause the amount of the 
contribution to be levied in the same manner 


soon after the treaty of Tilsit w.'*J con- 
cKulcd, by which the interests «f the con¬ 
tinent were regulated, without the ]^r» 
ticlpaiion of Great Britain. His imperial 
royal and apostolic majesty continnwl, 
nevertheless, convinced ot the utility, and 


in the city of Oporto and in the district be- 
longing thereto. And the said senate is 
further charged'to compel all magistrates of 
all other places in the noith to do the same, 
the northern provinces behig in this case 
only subjected to the said senate.-—XXII. 
The board of public welfare is to,make, 
under die inspection of the Royal Exchequer, 
a similar requisition on such ships as shall be 
found without die jurisdiction of the senate, 
observing in point of payment and delivery 
the forms and penalties above-mentioned.— 
XXIII. The C^neral in chief being desirous 
to indemnify the unfortunate inhabitants of 
Bella foi* what they have suffered from the 
inarch of the army through that province, 
orders, that the borouglis and villages sltoa- 
ind^tween the Tejo and the road of l^tra- 


even of the necessity, of a general pacifi¬ 
cation ; and this conviction afforded him 
new motives for renewing bis pressing 
representations to the couit of London,— 
in July, soon after the signing of die peace, 
the Prince of Stahremberg again received 
orders to induce the British ministry to 
enter into a ncgoclation with France, in 
order that the continental peace might he 
connected with anA confirmed by, a 
maciiime peace j but these proposi'tious 
were not more successful than the former 
had beent and the answer of England was 
evasive.—His majesty, however, thought 
it right to return to a subject of the most 
material influence on the general system 
of Europe, as well as the prosperity^ of - 
the Austriah provinces in parti^r. Prided 



IBts^iretabefg fl^^efbre, for Uiird 
tiaae, 10 Septemb^» to 

aoali^^. «o^«, farther bverlores, connected 
wi0J ifae f<^met measures of the court of 
: But. before hU majesty's am- 
bsMa^r reported the result of his commu- 
p^tioh, the Court of London declaretl 
Ms. sentiments, with regard to a maritime 
^Ofx, in so {.oBitive a manner, refusing, at 
vtW same time, the mediation of Russia,, 
malting an atiaik on Copenhagen, and 
-ieijttflg the Danish licet, without assigning 
Miy satisfactory cause of these violent 
measures, nay endeavouring to justify those 
proceedings, their infringements of the 
snquestionahle rights of neutral powers, 
.by official declarations, which so evidently 
rauhed with the principles adopted by 
(Ollier great powers, that it was impossible 
not to perceive in the course pursued by 
the British minister, a disposition to remove 
ibe possibility of peace to a greater distance, 
and not to listen to whatever had any tenden¬ 
cy to restore, the tranquillity of Europe.— 
The impression which this conduct, destruc- r| 
tive of all the hopes which bis Majesty had 
fondly conceived, made on him, was as deep 
M it Was painful Without waiting for the 
ftrtber reports of Priuqe Stahreroberg, orders 
atili more urgent and more positive were 
sent him, than he had before received. These 
instructions, bearing date the 30 Ui October, 
contained, Ist, a recapitulation of all former 
tranmetions, and directed him to represent 
to the Cabinet of St. Jutnes’s, in the strongest 
colours, the unavoidable consequences of its 
condurt, and to insist, in the most earnert 
naanoer, oa an open declaration of its real 
aeniiments, wiUi regard to peace, and to 
avail himself of alt possible means to lead it 
both to sentiments of moderatiem, Htted for 
the present situation, and meeting (he wish¬ 
es of Europe,—Tiie dispatches closed with 
tbe precise ordprs—" to appiy once qiore 
on this subject in an official manner to his 
Britannic Majesty's Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and to make to him the formal pro¬ 
posal to enter into negociations for. a mari¬ 
time peace, on such principles as answered 
the interests of all* the powers concerned, 
aind as a provisional proof of hU pacific dts- 
portion, to desist from the measures pursued 
against Denmark, and retract the deblaration 
vyhid) accompanied them. Should the Court 
of Sr. James's reject these proposals, or pur- 
powly project giving any answer, Prliu^ 
gl^embe^ was directed to demand his 


pasiyxirta and leave tondb^. with evpi^per. 
son beronging tq the eatii>ass3r.'**It was thq 
Emperor's wiU that the above instruptfona 
should be restricted to such points of general 
interest, as were most likely to move the Bri¬ 
tish cabitfet 0) receive h!^ proposals with at¬ 
tention and kindness; and if his Imperial 
Majesty prdered no complSints to be inserted <' 
of the numerous violations of his right, as a 
neutral power, violations, with regard to 
which his Majesty bad not been able to ob¬ 
tain the least redress or compensation, tiie 
reasons, no don{?t, will be obvious, which in¬ 
duced his Majesty to pass by in silence what¬ 
ever concerned his personal interest.-His- 

Imperial Majesty’s ambn.ssador in Ix>ndon 
could but execute (he positive orders, which 
he reiceivfd from Vienna, to their full extent. 
But being of opinion that he might, yet in¬ 
dulge an hope of being able to prevail on the 
English ministry to shew more pacifib senti¬ 
ments towards France, be resolved to ex¬ 
press, at first, part only of his orders in a 
note, which he addressed to Mr. Canning on 
the 20th November. I'he Secretary of State 
answered^ that note by a mere repetition of 
the declaration made to Austria since the 
month of April, I8O7.—As ail further re¬ 
presentations were now evidently inefiecthalj 
a final notification was sent on the 22d De¬ 
cember to Prince Staliremberg, which re¬ 
peated tbe order of the 30 th October, and 
directedhim, before his departure, to give in 
a note explaining circumstantially the mo¬ 
tives of the Court of Vienna tow'ards that of 
London. I'hesc dispatches, however, did 
not arrive in London tilj Prince Stabremberg 
had applied for, and received, his passes, and 
he DO longer could have communication with 
the Secretary of State, and deliver in tlie < 
note which had been transmitted to him.— 
This representation, which is confined to the 
official communications that have passed be- ' 
tween tbe two governments, is sufficient to 
shew that tbe Cabinet of Sti James’s cannbt 
mistake the causes, nor tbe naotives which 
have induced bis Apostolic Majesty tp break 
off the connection, which has hitherto ex¬ 
isted betweem Austria and Great Britain.— 
Tbe J^peror, nevertheless, wishes to see 
the moment' arrive, when the Court of I^n* 
don, sensible of-its true interests, shall,'with 
calmness and justice, judge of, and comrare, 
the lituatlon of that of the 

otjier powers, and therebyenable his Majes- , 
ty to renew with it bis fommr friend)^ con- ^ 
nectlpna. . ^ 


hintetl by Cat and BaylU, No. 7s. Great Queen Street; and puUiilied by R‘. Bagshaw, Biydges StMct, 
Covent- Gai^t where fonper Miunben tasy be had ; aoU site by J< BntM, Ciown and woe, PaU-MatL 
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nisteritU |ropu1enty, than (bt lOrpehiidtPg 
the prinoplet and securing‘the pprmsD^itc 
interests of tl^e inooarchyr 
'which we arenot catted upM 
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MK, JJAP.On) IMIU^E AND Mil. Jt'S;‘ICE 
JSVHl/s <i?lVlUX Oi'ON HIE PlUNtHi'!* 
CASE, FfcB. I, 1717. 

iathe Kings Most ExccUm Mm'ij !.— 
*' M;iy it plftase your Majcsiy.—In huuible 
obccljence to your Wajcsiy’s coramaiulii,' sig- 
ni|i€d to your Judgi-a by the right honourabte 
the Lord Chaticelior, we have taktn into 
conuderation the following tjueslion 
ahove).-—Aui we arc huniblv of opinion, that 
the education and care of thu persuas of 
ypur ,Majc»ty’s grand tliildrcii, the ordering 
. the place of thrirabude, end appointiug their 
governors, governesses and oiher instructort, 

■ attendants, and servjitiis, belong to tlie 
- Prince, their father. Hut that the care and 
approbation of their marriages when grown 
up, belongs to your Majesty, as King of this 
realm.,—^I his, Sire, is our hutnbkl opinion, 
but when wc acquaint your Majesty that the 
cate and approbation of the marriages of 
■your grand children belong 10 your Majesty 
as'King of thi.s realm, we desire to be un¬ 
derstood as speaking of a care and approba¬ 
tion not excliuivc of the Prince their lather. 

. But as your Majesty's eye will be always 
employod for the good of the Royal Pimily 
and the welfare of your people, So it is a 
duly incumbent .upon every member, of the 
Boyal Family to ap|iJy to your Majesty, and 
receive your royal approbatimi .u|>on every 
.occasion of this kind, lor we mid that all 
negotiations oflliiurringes in the Royal Fa¬ 
mily', have been carried on by the interven¬ 
tion of ilieCrowm and‘'such marriages as 
have been contracted without tht.royal con¬ 
sent and approbation, have been .thought 
contempts of the regal authority;,'but we 
find no instance wHe.re a marriage 'jia:i been 
treated by the Crown fot any.person of ihie. 
Royal Family, without the consent of the 
father, and we beg leave to assure your Ma¬ 
jesty Uiat there is 00 one expression in any 
Of our law books that warrants apy sucih, 
assertion.—As to the other part of the quea- 
fitw, in-answer to which we cannot concur 
wUKthe other J udges, it ispur.duty humbly 
to lay before your Majesty, that in our opi-.' 
nion tlie fatlw.r hath inalt cascs,a right to.the ; 
./custody and education dfdils' childjfeB^. and 
yiiis wc take to bte clear from, th(r.^^ei^! - 
rwle of the law.—'Tliis right of the. father,' 
is i^ld in our books to be fopoded 
i’n^’.to b^, annexed hy nature 'to*tbe\pers6n 
"of .iwe-father. In case of younger children 
it nei^r w|is disputed, and in regard to the . 
rUtcsi: or daughter, ^and heir, to whom 

from a' collateral ancestor,. 
U)e.:i'^hPb#\flfe father obtained eveq. against 
tjhi^i^^/toqugh hisscigheurial ri^t to the. 
irisrdatdphf-hk tenant duripg the minprity. 


prevailed against iltc graiidfathci, and 'all 
other ancestors lincaland coilateral. .Liule" 
ton. Coke, and Vaughan, ail agree-thai nooo 
can have .the custody of n man's 
heir apparent fropa the father, and tOrthts 
common case hf a tenure i.n socc^o^^en. 
the ^thoi has the tt.^t-tof guardianship 
after the dfcatb of the father,'preferable to 
the granchaiher.,, From bpoce wc takejt to 
’ be.tbe.geaiBr«»l rule of the jaw', that the guar¬ 
dianship of the children is a .right common 
to every subject in this kingdom who is a 
father, without ^xccplipd.—Upon the best 
search we have been able to make, we can 
find but two ‘ books wrUten by English 
lawyers, that.can possibly, indcice a contrary 
opinio^ ;(Bracton and Fleta). Bracton, 
creating /w/cfto/r, says, tx Jilio 

tuo ef ^'tixore.tKfseitur^ i.e. »ep 9 s luuset ne/ith, 
(sque'm iuaf«iesM(ssmt, et/ironxfios et pm^/ttes^ 
et Jeiiiixps estieri / and, in petestxie pntrum sunt 
filii qiff,ssewttHttir in Juito et kgitimo matrimoRWy 
U&n in nepotihusetprmpoiibus^ quantum ad avos 
et pteavas patmms ,- which Fleta has also said 
Tn almost the same words, and which both 
have taken from Justinian's Institutes. This 
shews it to have been a part of tht; Roman 
law, but it notber is, nor as ^e'conceive 
ever was, a part of the law of England. It 
is well known that Bracton and Fleta w'roic 
fheir several treatises upon the plan of the 
Imperial laws, afid it is as well known that 
those.laws never obtained here, through the 
general aver«on this nation ^(always zealous 
of its liberticsl," had towards them, and ac¬ 
cordingly, wherever these writers difi'er from 
pur year books and authentio reports, they 
are not allowed to be of anikorily. And as 
to this part of the Roman law in particular, 
which relates to the patria peiestas^ it is ac¬ 
knowledged by all, even by Justinian him¬ 
self, that.it was so peculiar to .the Romans, 
that it never, obtained among any oilier peo- 

J )le W'ltatsoever. Jus autem petestath, qued in 
ihetefiaPemus^ pn^rium est civium Rmanentm; 
mili enim ssrnt hemtnest qui talem in liheros ha- 
beaja ptaestatet^^ ^ledem risr//aJrwvr.-r-But to 
give a ;|Uorcparticular answer to these pa.s- 
sages, wldkh are the nuly ones that have the 
least appeiinittce ci|'.'law,. it is evident they 
cannot .be rqade .R> affect . the case pf the 
.Royal Fornity by any other construction thao 
what, will equally affect every other fairly . 
in England. 'Bat that from these passages 
nc^iag can.be ^conduded to determine < thr 
extent of, the ^ria ^otcftas in any family 
here; if clear from the reason on which the 
power of the gfand&lher among Uie Romans 
IS founded.-—Now ihc reason of the Roman 
law why cliiidmo should not be in the po^ 
erof the father, but of the;grandfatlter «»•. 



1^3 

elusive 0^ the^^er 

birasdf wa* not suijHruf end in his pourfef; an4 ,th«t, tlieir mothep soon aitpr matrietf^p- 
fatris faittilinx iuimmutt [MttstAte^ via»'^ K'dwaPd'GbatUooj Lordpo^ais, and 'died 
'which are Uie.jltfflrds oftihe Hifentjr 'd, so that the eldest son was \bm m:. 

jhe-tweive tables: and it ^as manifeirtty waid to theCrowo,by reason of his lands hdd^.; 

absurd, that , be^ehqtdd have others in his of the C,rown, is were his tordships of Wig;4!. 

’power, wlw wa» main bis own.'A.'ntis scr- litibrc jind Oare wi'ir/rZ/rt: and hi» brother 

vile condition of the son to tite fatM, which KogeP wa* then an infant of yqry tender 

had ijrdinarily oO; end, t|M tite iRH^er him- age, and under the care of the King as next 
self was pleased, by emi^fpatioflrf'toplit.ao relation! and itapprats that he died-very 
end to it, being tiSte sol^l foundation’of the young | in which latter case we hdmbly; 
grandfather’s right ,10 tho f^nd clrHdrett, as conceive that the care which the King wgs 

■well as to every thing else the fattier ^vas pleased to take of an infant and orphan so 

possessed of: when this state of the father nearly related to him, will notbe it ptetedenr 
ceased, the power of the grandfather tiecea- to establish a power to the Crown to dispose 
sarily ceased with it. And so it is dgeiared of the custody of a child while the father is 

ill Justinian’s jnstirtites, that if thp^ Soh sea.? living-.—If any stress can be laid upon prints- 

emancipated and set free from the power of ^edh^fhry, thoenseof Richard, son to Ud- 
, his father, the children begotten after such wsfd the lilacls Prince, will be an itixtanca 
emancipation are not in' the power of the against this power,' s-apposed to bo h*tlgcd ^ 

grandfather, but of tge fatber ,—it by I.asv in the grandfather. Mi; being a mi- * 

/ml emantipatumcm. cmrtjttut fitrfit, J/tXfi'is sui por, lived wdi'h his father,'as part ot his fa- 

etmnc'ipati/lattstati suhjlciiur .—But notloiii-^ luily,'and his fatliCr appointed hi> governor, 
sist that by the l.iw» of Rngland no father of which We have this relation in H jihng- , 

has such a power over his children, even in slieart} ihsl Sir Simon Burlie, kiiiMitin to 

their minority, as the Roman law gave, it is • Df; Borlif, one of the instructors of Kdw.iid ^ 

undeni.ibfe that wdtb ns marriage hath the the Black Prince, having brch admitled 

nature of a true and proper cmancipniion among other young gcntlriTien to be school*' 

of the person of ilir son, and by consequence,' fellow wiih the Priiicc, ho gicw in such 
even upon the grounds ot the Roman - law, credit and favour with Inm, that afu rvviirds, 

tlic grandfithe^r with us can have no right tvlien his son, Kich.-ud ot BonrcieaoSv w'as 

to the children of the son, but the father' bom, the IViuce,; for speclaf'rust an'l coa- ^ 
imly. If, iherefqre, noihing olherwise api lidCnee which he Ijad in the said Simon 

pears to distiiiguish the ease of the Royal Eiirlie, connmiltfd the govWiVance and cdit- 

Facnily, there can be no foundation upon cation of *.his sou Ricljard to him j and, after 

whicli any prerogative can be established in the death of the l>!a<^ Prince, it iippe.it.s by 

the ins'.aucc now in question, and. we hum- two very remarkable histanrci in our his- 

bly apprehend that the only precedents which toryithat Rich 'rd coniiniiftd with h s motlter 

can be alleged to support such a prerogative, till the ifeaili of his grandfather. King lid- 

when considcied, will not be found sufhdent. ward the Third.—Ttic younger children of 

—The first, in the 22d Henry the Third, Edward the I’ourlh Itycd with their mother, 

entitled in Kymer, dt Aliamra filia GalJ'iidi^ whose wardship she declared she claimed by 

&&, is only a declaration under ihe Gnoat Seat thtTadvico of learned, counsel, according to 

that \Vm. Talbot had surrendered to King the relation giyeo us by Sir TliOirws More, 

Henry tho Third, the Castle of (rloucester, afterwards Lord Chancellor of lingutnd, in 

et AUanarum conjantruineant suetm tanamet in- Ills of those times. Nor was it then 

eofumcit. What can be inferred fronu hence Rretended thxt tlw. King had .-iny right to •, 

is hard to determine any fartherthat their education, or the'eare of their pemonsj 

this Alianor wus in ward to the Crown-, and end althongh the Queen was |)rcv.i:lrd npou 

had been committed to the care of Talbbtj to part with her son, Richard iJuk-; of Yoik, 

who had surrendered her and her estate safe her daughlers remained itr her cusfody till 

again to the King.—The other precedent, she herself waS content^ to .send them to .• 

which is in the 11th of Henry the Poilrtb. is j court.—As ,to the education of ibeii lam 

a grant of annual .sum of 500 marks totlie Majesties, Queen Mary and Queifn Aono, 

Prince-of Wales for the expense of , the during (heir mino'iiiss, it does not apptiar 

maintenance of Edmund, ISart of March, f« us that their uncle* .King Charles tfio 

and bis brother, so long a* they should re- cbod, appointed their govft nesses \ 

main in the Princes custody, to whom they vants,or aijy otte person that artendetifatudj,' 
haS**been committed the February before, and we are dot en,qogh .acquainted -\y^V tli'e 
As-to this it appears by tlifi-hi|[to.ry.8nd re-*' drcu«>stances'6f thc! ©uke of GIoik^siws 
C ords of Uiose times that Roger'dcMortiioey, case to make the proper remarks: i*ut 
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vaL* because the father the’a? 'father, was killt^ in Ireland 23 Ri ^ 
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Mt^ms to havii been by agreement with the 
Kinj': and we hncnbly conceive that the 
nioiton in Parliament, IdtbDecx 1699, tor 
act address to the King to remove the then 
Bishop of Salisbury (Gilbert Burnet, D.D.) 
ffom being his preceptor, can be, of no 
\tetght In Ibis matter, since it passed in thfr 
negative.—It is possible that something may 
be injferred in favour of this prerogative, 
from'that article of the treaty s£|id to be 
mide' by King James I. concerning the' 
ll^ch with Spain, which related to the 
i)CtFture and education of the children of 
itiarHage. It is not to the present qurs- 
tU^ to consider, whether there ever was 
auch a treaty as is related by Kushwortb or 
not. It is certain that it is not to be found 
upon record, the proper evidence of all pub* 
lie treaties. The articles of the treaty are 
said in Rusbworth to be styled by the car¬ 
dinals, Proposition for tlie right Augmenia- 
tioo and Weal of the Roman Catholic Reli¬ 
gion. And, in truth, almost every article 
IS so derogatory to the supremacy^ of the' 
"Crown and the statutes made for the esta- 
bibbment and security of the church of 
England, that it could have carried Ob' sort 
of authority with it in point of law,.even 
though it had appeared io a regular manner^ 
under the Great Seat* and not from the re- 
port of bisioriatv only. Nor can the oath 
aaid to be taken 9/ Prince Charles, while in 
’'Spain, to intercede with his father, that the 
i^n years of iheeducatidn of the children 
.Wbiim should be born of his marriage with 
the Infanta, accorded in one of the articles 
of this treaty, might be Jeogihened to the 
term of twelve yeati, ^s tlie Prince desired, 
be looked upon as a precedent to' dctermUie 
What the law of England is. The right to 
the care and education of the children of 
that marriage, *had it taken effect, was nqt 
then in dispute, and had it b^n so, noibing 
can be concluded from the voluntary en?' 
gagement of ihe Prince, in fayont ota mar*, 
riage so much desired by himself as well as 
by his fati^er, wherein the question of this 
Hgbt was never the subject of debate,*— 
T^ere was indeed an article in the treaty 
with France upon the maniage of )^Qg 
Churles the First with Princess .Headettii 
MariSf whereby it was agreed (hat the efair- 
'dren of iliat marriage should be brohghr op 
with their'mother till tbtdr age ,of ,thinecn.i 
bot it. is evident that treaty was made with 
King.Charles the First aAer his acceuibn to 
the Crown,' wnd not with King James his 
^hcK, King. James,-it is tru^ turnt over 
''the Kads of Carlisle and Holland to tieat of 
that matob, bat thn trqaiy was notccmcladed 
till afia^ hhi death, and thdn fay powers from 


King Charles the First, whtrtb ilipulations 
for (hU education of his own children could 
need no assistance from' his • prerogative.'^^; 
Thus have \^e huiphly laid, before your Ma^ 
jesty What we htlve to offer in relation tip the 
books and precedents tbajt h«ve fallen tinder ' 
onr consideration, upon this, head, which we 
cannot thank sufficient to ii^r a prerogative 
In your MntiMty King,of this realm; in, 
the care aim education of your Majesty’s 
grandchildren'during the life, and without 
the consent, of thbir'-fether $ a prerogative, 
as we humbly apprehend, hitherto unknown 
to the law's of. England.—-All which is most 
humbly submitted to your Majesty’s great 
wisdom. 

(signed) ROBKRT PRICE, 

“ R. »VKK." 

a V* 

SpEEcn OF Mr. Rarok Fortf-scoe 
At.AT4D, at delivered during th eonferenca 
in the Judges' Changer, and as reported ty 
himself. 

^ My Lords,— —This is a question of 
great imporfance to the whole kingdom, and 
I am couttnl, for the belter discussing it, to 
dii'ide it into two parts, because'ifh'as been 
to done by some of my brothers, though I 
should have thought, that if the King has the 
marriage of his grandchildren, of necessary 
consequence be had their education too.—— 

1 will then consider, first, whether the King 
has the care and approbation of the marriage 
of Prince Frederic and his otfaer grand chil¬ 
dren, and whether of right it belongs to his 
“Vlajesty, as King of this Realm, or not.—i* 
I'his subject, touching the power of a grand¬ 
father, may be treated of eitlier as a public 
or a private right. It has been treated of 
pretty much, as a private right by the two 
Judges liiatdider, and by the Counsel for 
the Prince of Wales,'which I think is an er¬ 
ror in the fountiaiion of their argument. For- 
it ought manifestly to be treated as/us ptA- 
Heumt such a right as our law books express 
it to be ^uod ad statm reifubliea spectat, and 
that makes U the King's prerogative, and 
that is %3 King’s inheritance, as King of 
this realm, wbicK is too great a point to be 
governed by the narrow lulcs of private pro¬ 
perty. Now, to treat this otherwise is inju- 
rions to die Prince himself, and all his ChiU 
dmi. Our law books say he is esteemed as 
phe nearest to the King. So it has been de¬ 
termined in full Partiainent, in the c8se.of the 
Prince of Wales in Henry; Vl.’s time. And 
in his patent, which was ‘made'bf toiboriiy 
of Parliament in S 3 Henry VI, tlie Intto- 
d.uction of the patent ia nt tpsum, qui rtpuioe- 
ti'inu jtmy ceetsTitr eadem nahisaim, 

digito prwtrdajttds haaore, Csftf; So tluu hi the 
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fe of Iheyare to.be recko«wd baf «• 

one pefipjp--T-i^it is, J^ejhc. sanie re^^oD, 
that an Abtof I’aflUiaMtHtti’hSch j^ilaies to’ 
Prince, is a puhfic Ijw of ;ftfbici^«yeiryj 
boi^jf f' nc»tii<», ;T3<5<iwrf, waa^ity 

'coDc^ns the Priocse, conc«rn!i the Kibgf ftni| 
whatever copct^s ihe King coot^rns every 
subject ia Engfead- '^e act/d^ef.tre; 
whiah relates to Duchy of Coiwal^bss* 
been held to,b^ a pubhp os 

fce what 'is said,, in niy Lwd Crime's 8'Kt-p^,, 
railed The Pfinc«’» Cate.* Sp'‘aKin'g ot the 
Pi i nee, it is said —torwtfaf kej^h 

trij, et cemetuf una persona aim fj^so 4iego. So 
says Lord Hpbart, who was t|»e .Prince's 
Chaacellor, Hob. Rrp. 226.——It is for the 
same reason Ibst it Vas high treasons by (he 
common law of Eng'and (before ariiy statute) 
to compans and imagine the death of tlie 
King's eldest sod and bcif, WEo is generally 
made Prince of'Walct, though now born 
Duke of Cornwall (bAt is not sp of a collar 
teral heir to the Crown) and this offence ij» 
called crimen Icests —a crime that' 

hurls the Majesty of foe Kiogshimseff It 
follows then, that as they are but one person 
in law, so in point of law they hre supposed 
to have but one will in relation to tb^educa*. 
tion, marriage, and management .of.. the 
grandchildren. And the Prince of Wales, 
in point of law, is supposed in every thing to 
concur with bis Majesty, which ^nUe sub¬ 
verts and destroys the disdocUon in common 
persons of grandfoiher, father, and soni— 
Now, the King, as he is Parens Patriin,' he , 
is also Parens Nrpotum, paretit of bis,|(rand- 
children, as Lord Coke expounds the King's 
nephew to signify hU gramtson,' jslso from 
the Latin neptts which signiiies tmth. So in 
the case of a Queen consort, -he-is foe tirst' 
wife in the kingdom} Queen, io foe Saxon 
language, signifying wife. And, therefore, 
by reason of excellence, it was the name for 
the King’s wife, who, consider her in Ivnr 
private capacity, as the private wjfeuf a com¬ 
mon subject, she cannot sue or be soed her- i 
self, nor can grant to or from her husband ; 
but, then consider her in hta* pah^c .charac¬ 
ter and capaeity as a Queen, can she and 
be surd by lierself, and make gmnu to and 
from the King her husband, bjr her prerb' . 
gatiVe, and anciently she had a grea| manyi . 
Now, Lthiuk, in. ibis case, much may be ar¬ 
gued from the. names and appellatfons of the 
. ^itdren of the Royal Family'- In history 
they are called foe CbUdr'en tk Engiahd, and 
all of them tram Princes and Friocesaes of 
England, before they had any tU^e, and all of 
lliem Kings and Queens.^,.in.atid^ 
may one day reign over us.. Seldon. calls'^ 
foeiia. Heirs Ap^rcut of England,.and , tliey ■ 


ar^ C^led so (h the. Pi^riiamwi^l^blls. 
agrees with the mo«.,,<ariy;/tit^ bv 
km|?dofii{ fur, UR ,Hehry,.‘foe,j®^V..<^^' 
thc)t'WeredisU^uislicd .&o^alK%ii«,jpeir?^ 
sobs; by calling both iha, etdihattbd.^d. i^ 
op the Kfog’s sohs.Olito amp^ifo^.^and’ 
ifo oih«r.tiUes. .:NpW,5'^t^n ^ i|- 
tin word,^ which conies frwn the ^reek: 
word xMisjpf, wotch signlfi^ iBQlyjiis,—i.. 
mqsdjhoble and,famous. S<> the wwd Kfoe;^ 
ling, as Edgar .i^iltlfolmg, who. was not tfoa. 
King's son; hot his great nephew, frdtn the. 
Saxon word Plhe/ aolrilit i W'hich shews th^t 
all foe Royal Family were by ihe same. 

nsnieas'ihe King’s sons; and so sets out 
the adniirable union of foe Royal Family-— 
The first son of the Ktpg U galled Mnce lof 
England, btforp any ore.sti<)n: tp 
Sepriand, Hefore foe Union "he was 
Prince of Scotland; and so ^says Mtj Sel- 
don) it is in other naUon8^ aatn France'ihe, 
Duke of Orleans, Regent of Rranee, w;ia 
called Petit Pitz do Froere—Gratmsoh^pf* 
France, not Grandson to the Kin|:t, 
rietta Maria, in the marriage ai^icles'vwuh. 
Charles foe First, was called Tdk ie^rakee^ 
(^nghtcref France, and not. daughter of , 
King/ Hayihg then made it appear, I tldhk 
clearly, that ad the children atra grandc|al- 
dren of, the Royal Family are public p^^ns 
and Princes of the nation, and the Prineb .bf 
Wales himself one and tbe same person with 
the Fling; it follows raaili^stly, as a just co¬ 
rollary and conseq«enc8,^foat the King whp 
has the executive power id him, is. to haye 
the .care and. comj^and in the marriages of 
these children for foe gbr^ eff the whole na¬ 
tion. It is, part of that original truri, tyhidif 
by the constitbtion of our gpy'emt^ni,. If 
reposed in foe King for the. security of hU 
petrale. And as this is a prerogative vesi[ed 
hi foe crown in the reason of the ia.w.and na¬ 
ture of a monarchy, so in all ages the Crown 
bys practised and been in possessibnli;^ ilb(* 
right. Now, in ihe point or marriage^, there 
are precedbitts from the- time of If,. IjfL 
down* to this time,In 2S H/ri, it Ws 
one of fo® articles of impeaebuaerit of High 
Treason against the Duke of Suffolk'for'at¬ 
tempting only to marry Ws son to Margaret, 
tbe tighter and heir of ihb Duke,bfSnnier' 
set, who fo id a right .to the Crovrb.-Uffoi; ,,tlve 
death of. foe King without issue, although 
sliewls tfojrhVtif .apparent, for foer* }i 

Prince of .Wafos , wen li.ring, When JImj 
came to his trial^ hcdid not 'deny.iraf iy wys 
a;; offence, but insisted it.was not 
(hat. some of foe jords then k-i'b^ that 

he ioteflded tom«t»Ty.his spn'to. (Jlfo Mri bf 
Warwick's .dauj^tef, And ih»* ,fo .stjU., lUb 
stronger, libcause uiw,.Iady,^* w 
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hiiu,, apd'.so^Kfr bad a.pru'at*? right in. her 
mjrriagtr--—*^«jrati Act of Parliaracnt, ^8 
h high'trrason to marry any 

ih^i it is thereby r.nacti d, 

jf'^y'jjjer'sbn presume to marry any one 
ol iaej ItWg's children , lawfully born, or 
or 'c.ommbnly reputed, or taket^ 
W his .^ildren, or grandchildren, without 
tJbfejispedJal Icaveot the King, he shall be ad- 
a traitor to the King and the realm}. 
ai5"^‘th,?rc,hy it is made high treason in the 
l^cTy .too, being against the King and the 
'Ir^lm, which shews cleat ly that the whole 

kiit^dora is concorned,-And thoegh this 

act is now repealed in a crowd with other 
acts to bring all treasosis to the standard of 
'id.Jhdwsird lil. yet it is impossible the Par* 
liameut shouldmake that high treason which 
>'t^s^.po, criniy at all before, and especially 
high tre^son,im hiit own children; nay, when 
la\^)l before to marry any person of 
lb*jRoya|(lr f!t,riiily ^if the, doctrine we are 
taught frue) and each had a right to mar¬ 
ry hs tliey pleased, And, it is observable 
here ,tnat ,jthe Parliament makes no differ¬ 
ence whether Ute father be living pr not, nor 
takes atiy care of that paternal right whicli is 
pretended,-—In t^ueen Mary’s time,^ though 
this offence ceased to be Iiigb treason, yet it 
di^ hot cease to be a crime; for in tlve year 
the King of Sweden sent a message 
.sefffitly to ihp Lady Eliisabcih, the Queen’s 
‘ 4 ’alfesisitf only, afterwards Queen Elizabeth, 
Whuw.'ts then at Hatfield^ to propose raar- 
i|agO to her. B.ut s}fll rejected it with warnath, 
lti|j this reason, because the proposal came 
not to by the Q,ueen’8 direction. And, 
upgn made by tlie King of Swe- 

he fu st made lr»ve aa a gentleman 
of qiJijlLty .io gain her Consent, and then he 
v/yyld^ as a Kmg, address himself to the- 
Quecn.in proper torni, her answer was, she 
was to cnieriain no such propositions auless 
the ^deen sent them to her. Upon, this 
the.wew .sent Sir Thomas Pope to the Lady 
EliMhftthV'io let her know she well approved 
of'jtho .ansiyer she had made, andtbe<Lady 
Elj^beth further declared, she would never 
K^the messenger, mpte,' becanse he had pre- 
sniC)|d 'to.ico;i:e to her without -the Qpeai’s, 
Icave^-TSo that here ison.c foreign King, and 
twp.^ucctw of Englatwl concprtjpg la, tlio 
sitOl'K,Sentiment, which seems strongly to 
arg^.thatil is the law of o3tiotis,.hs well as 
thc^^yeidgative of this Crown,— > —s'l'he next 
inst;ah.r ^,4 mention it,th«ca$e. of Lady 
Arsdiejilti^^pd 8 Ij^w book to support it, and 
tha^Jt ^dCouiVtessof Shrewsbury’s case, 12 
ihf t|if iplh year of King JAnes the 
..v^he'Coiuiiess of Shrewsbury was 
iLcn ip pthiQOi nod;scut for before the Coun¬ 


cil to aositver to a contempt of dMgftrhtitkViw^ 
sequence, becauit? she ipfpsed toiSMTiwer 
when examined ahioot. Lady Arabella’s flight 
for iuaerying Mr* 3,eymonf» «he being'of 
Royal ,Fanflly.,i arid there*the AltOtney -ynd 
Soliyitor-Geoeral of. the Ktt^, charged it as. 
a crime, that Lady Arabella,- bcajg of the 
Blood Royal, had married Mr. .Seymour, se- 
Voed son of the, Earl of Hertford, without 
the King’s privity , and consent. Now, it 
appears.^eythour was committed to fhcTowcr 
for thisoffence, bju escaped i and that Lady 
Arabella was also eommitteA and she 
escaped, and was taken flying beyond the sea 

before she got over.-.Thf first crime 

charged on the Countess was her abetting 
the iligkt of Lady Av.sbella, her niece, and 
the immediate crime was not ansd'cring in 
that case. Now, as marrjing without the 
King's leave was no crime, she could never 
have been accused for not answering to her 
abetting the flight for* such a marriage; so 
that tlie marrying williout leave was plainly 
aharged as a crime. They both were com¬ 
mitted for a crime, and they both fled as for 
a crime, and it is admitted and taken for 
granted to be a crime. And her contempt 
in not answeriug in the case of marriage in 
the Royal Eamily was also resolved to be a 
crime; and this W'as done by all the great 
Ministers of State, and by the Chancellor 
and two Chief ,Tnsticcs (Fleming and Lord 
Coke), and Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Duchy and Chief Barou, in ifie fifteenth year 
of King J^lmus I. and in the end she was 
fined ten thouvimd pounds and committed to 
the Tower.—-7—The next ciise * I shall men¬ 
tion is the aiarriagcof t ^ Priucessof Modena 
and the Duke of York.^Therc was an ad¬ 
dress of the House of Commons to the King 
to prevent this marriage. The King's an¬ 
swer is very remarkable. " It is completed'* 
(sayS'the'Kirtg), *' but it was with my cou- . 
sent and authority," and the Pailiament ac¬ 
quiesced in tliat answer. Now, this address 
was absurd if rhe-King had no power to pre¬ 
vent it; so that this amounts to the judgment 
and opiRiqn bf the King and Parliament, 
that ihiv rightwas in the crown exclusive of 
hi.s brother;. So here is the King claiming 
this authority even against his own brotiier 
and his^jrivate right, and tbeParliamant con¬ 
firming it--Then there is the marriage of 

the Princess M uy, daughter of the fluke of 
York, to the Prince of Oran.ge. This makh 
was made entirely by tne King's consent, 
even without the knowledge of the Duke, 
her father, and against his liking.and, con¬ 
sent. . “ The King, .speaking to Sir Willista' 
Temple about this match,” says, “ If I am 
not deceired, djt Prince of Orange is ihb Uq-* 
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^f)«stiisM<iRan in th« wotidi fbeMore^ slwili 
bavielih wife, aod.;ow|iWt go aod leU my 
brother 40 , and that, iffiaa ^ing Tam re- 
'‘sbHjtid 00.” Tfte Dijke"w*« ebagritj^ .-ilit. 
tie, pot said, " the King »h«JJ|h»obeyedfW 
'‘Here is a father^knowiedg^ the right to 
be in the King WiBorry his own.daoghter, 
who was/only a >%ol1atera( relation to '\he 
King, and marriedagainst: the fatiier^a will, 
as every one knows.the match 
with die Prince* Ann*, otfae^ daughter 

of the Dukeof Ydrk, was made by'llie,King 
in the same manner, and, both these nilr" 
riages were established by a pubiic*declar3- 
lion of Jiis Majesty to the whole nation.-—-^ 
And thus I beg leave to conclude the instan¬ 
ces of marriage, but with this remark, that 
happy it is tor this nation that the King in 
the two last instances had this prerdgahve) 

' for had this pretended paternal right then 
prevailed, the £ngli$h nation had been] f^r 
ever undone, and our religion destroyed, and 
we bad never sees the many and great hies.- 
sings we enjoy and are likely to enjoy by this* 
family sitting on the (Ifrcne of Gi%at Britain. 
Thus the nation sees the tiace of (his happy 
prerogative from Henry Ill.’s time to this 
very day, being the compass of almost 500 
years uninterrupted, nndhpateJ, and notbne 
single instance to the contrary.-’^Thhse in¬ 
stances concerning roarriagrs of the Royal 
Family being so nurat'rons, and the light so 
glaring, from histoiies, records, pnbiic acts, 
statutes, and law'bouks, the twojudges who 
difler could not resist this part of the ques¬ 
tion, but have loiired to the other part, that- 
of the education} though I hope to prove, 
that if the King has ^ marriage, he 'must 
have the education torn I'he reason that my 
Lord Coke gives, why the Queen Dowager 
cannot marry witheut the King’s leave is, 
«c capila/iifts inimicii regls magileniur. Nqw, 
the reason for ih“ King's having the wardship 
of his grand children, and education, too, is 
stronger, viz lest the heir of the crown him- 
sfjf be led a-ide by ill principles qucI b.id po¬ 
litics, and become himstlf iin’eneniy to the 
con>tttuiion an.d to (he kingdom, hrlarringe 
is one of the main ends of the education; 
and that education .is a princtuat qualifica¬ 
tion for tlwt marriage, and iherelhre can 
never, be so properly placed a$ with hiiu,,who 
has the marriage. Vide 6 H. V'^K 2 p. 
t8.~—Besides, these two powers, if •'placed 
in different persons, may dash and be repug¬ 
nant; for wbicli of them is to determine 
when the morrihge is to begin, .and lb whom 
and when the education is to end.—-—Again 
if the King has the.oiarriage he has the ap‘> ) 
pointm'ent of the time of that marr'Kige, . and j 
Kpuse^ueiRly he can, at any timte, appoint j 


it;,'an(} ho that can at .afiy tiare appoint 
roatriai^. .fan at any time t^il'for the <Sj^« 
cii^tbai ^person j and he that can at mf 
time. d«!raafld*iftft person out of custody of 
aowher, .has the entire power mer .that pen* 
son.'-r-f-AgdiP, it b a trtieand regular area- 
mvftt,'and cj>ndut»ive to say, t'qat whoever Bait 
(he end mmt have thr ft'e^ai also, otherwUo 
he Oannot'be kiW to bavo'the end.— ■T-lf I, 
haW the marriage of niiy person, I can never 
hesure of that, unless 1 have the costodyand 
edhflistion oflftet person.-’ Bm his Majesty*! 
prerdgIS'lve fo 'iJtis'partJiof the question rel»- 
ting to the education, is as clearly lobe mitte 
out, though hot by so many instances, as the 
case of mirtiage.——When Prince Ch&rlea 
had by sgrprivc got leave of his father to 
make a journey to Spain,, to,fetch home hi* 
mistress the Infanta, revolving in his mind 
the hazard of tliat expediuon, and the ill itt- 
flncnre it migbt.have on the people. King 
Jatifies then dWared that the Prince waa 
looked upon-by his people as the son of hii 
kingdotni;—^Clarendon‘.s- History, page 14 - 
And this bring related by.bim, carries with it 
his authority too. who was a very great law- 
yer,";and chancellor of the realm.-^—-Tjie 
law bboks of BnjOton'Ond’Flcta, which have 
been quoted; are the ancient Uw of.the land, 
esUnding to all cases; but this law/faeiog 
altered only in private case!; by usnge and 
.suiat.e, ft remains kw to thW day as to the 
Royal' Family; b<?cause,' as to them this law . 
li.ss had no altcradbn by^y law or statute 
whatever, and usage bos gone accordingly.— 
Those law book's a"© S'n strong that there has 
been no way ihougbt'of to evade them, but 
by denying .the anthotity of them and calling 
it civil law. Buf, I own I am not a little 
surprised that Uiesc books should be denied 
for law, when in nay ii-tlc esperienre, I have 
known tUem quoted almost in every argut 
'mant wbeic pains have been, taken, if any 
thing could be found in those books, to tho ' 
question in hand; and, I have never known 
them denied for law bat where some statute 
orusagA time out ofmiod, has altered them. 
We have been told, iijdeed, that they were-- 
quoted in the c.tsc; of ship moin-y, Rut, I 
believe, • th.'it ebjccii'oh would nut have been 
made if they had been aw.ire th.it those very 
books were qnoteJ on both sides of »he qups- ' 
tipn, tvhfch- destroys the’ ohjectioo,*.an<I 
shews tliat fbey vtierc ,'inproved of by ail who 
argued in that case, ljuih of^onc side an^ ihn 
other.-'—Rut, if it be nfeant civil law, be- 
c.tiise it is ill force in all civili^fcd 'n.itions, I ‘ 
believe that is.trw, for i take tftts to be the 
pri rogativ? of all kings, nor hilt there bren 
aoy instance given in any monarchy wher* • 
the law' is orherwisui—Mr. Scldon^say., . 
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of Bejgjand is 3 a Emperor, sod tliw 
r^StfD.sne^irey sod so dilled in statutes and 
robsvds wt&oot noiiober { and »£ so, he, will 
Kstre the pren;^tlire, equal wUh other kings 
•lid eoapettM'i^ if tiD Aatate law or usage say 
the contrafy..|*-M»jE-tlte prerogative then be 
the^lawJbf^atioQi, that is part of the law oft 
the Ippdt, add.vidllgive the Kinga clear title 
StaiuteofTrcmlcncy, which 
ia;32:H. fat cap. lO. It etiaci> Uiat no person 
pi^^tne to sit at any side of the Cloth ^ 
except the King’s children. Then 
wheh it goes on to place the great ofSceri of 
stifte—it says, that being barons, they shall. 
he|daced on the leftside of the Parliament 
Gharaber, above all dukes, except the King’s 
sen^ the King's, brother, the. King's uncle, 
the King’s neiihew. (1. e. his grandson,, or 
the King's brothers^ or sisters’.son.)—Now, 
thk^ews ^at the King's son, and the King's 
Stfphew, grandson, is com^beoded under 
ife terija—King's Children) becanee the 
Udter is substituted. in the place of the for- 
wief.u4--i7 Edward ,111. Archbishop of 
'Cknferhury came into Parliatnent and.de* 
Bianded St Us enfans mire, sett h* Rm, born he*, 
yoo)! sea, should inherit in.Englsndik^^T 
ca&e born out of the King’s domiiiloos hud 
aheuf. And all the Parjisment a^ree^ 
them be bo|rn where they woulr^ they 
shpald inherit.*.y—It would be a jest to inpi* 

' l^e that, the icing's grand’child was^not 
'^ydtin that law, and within the word Us en- 
children j and there*is the saine reason 
^ this case.—•Another reason is, that the. 
King's grandson .is higber,ia dijjnity, because 
nearer- the crdwn» thiti aiw- other of the 
King’s sons,exeept<his own, fattier, therefore,, 
ought to be. esteenaed equal with' hts own 
sons; and therefore, if Prince Ffedetiewere 
here, and the King bad otlier sons brides 
the Prince, he 'would take place of all those, 
as.'Richard of Bourdeaux's . did when lies, 
grandfather placed .biin at a piihli.e table 
above all,his own children, who were his un* 
cles.——Rirsuatit to tfatsnotlou grand»chiU 
dreo of the Crown are styled children*in re> 
cords. There is, 50 Edwardr 1|I. j^hard 
Prince of Wales, bts -writ of sunihions tO' 
Pbrliament is dhecited tbn$^JRex Eehardus 
eadssim meo Rieetrih-t^rinciMi 
So is,'}] Edward III. This Pnnce.l^pbard 
holds a.Parlbnient jby cooimi^tm from has, 
grapdtaiher,' and that runs in^ibe same man* 
suftr—De cireum/iMme et inkstsfria .tnagnilU" 
dineearUsimifits Sic. /. ^-incijtisiFaU 

ha, ^ Pat. Kei^fju Ed. ///. dlfs. 4 t.-—Now, 
1 think cducauon is of greater consequence 
than marriage, both to the person t^id to the 
pmple of Kigland—to tiie p«rson, because,, 
if bred either to the Popuh religion, or if 


trained up In any other cemJuiMoion, thoogli 
Proceiaant, eiurept .jihe ^urch of England, 
heJsnot cap^le of redoing j’and if bred 
up in «dj^irary prjpaiples, inconsistent wi^a 
Jiuijted ^darc^, the whole nattoti will (hen 
be.in danger: 'whereas, an jlhebosen match' 
wiU oqly be the most uneasy to the Prince 
that marries,, and will little affect the S'ate, 
<80 l«Mig as die Prmce is steady,^ and adleres 
to the coasUtutipn.**!—Where is a prince to 
be educated who is to be bred up a king, but 
in the-PalacO anthCourt of a King, and un¬ 
der his special care and influence?—— 
Ihe learned Sir John Fortescue, called 
by Sir Walter, Raleigh the bulwark of Iho 
law of England, who was Chief Justice and 
Chancellor, and. aNo tutor Ip the Prince of 
Wales in Henry'VIlli’s time, in his Trea¬ 
tise De LtsuMm Lfgnm .which con¬ 

sists of dialogues, betwixt htin and the 
princeobout his education, sa) s, that there 
are two things that a*prince who Is like to 
be heir to the .crownought principally to be 
instructed ip, that is martial discipline, and 
the lawsaiki constUption of England $ and 
whe^c are-those to be had but in the King’s 
atmie;, and among the great officers and 

minislers of the King ?-The same Sir J.- 

.Fortescue say.s, speaking of the King’s 
words in Knight’s sdi'vice, the princes of uie 
realm also holding of the King, must be well 
educated, since these orphans in their chtld- 
Imod are brought up iu the King's house. 

.There,forei I cannot btit Really commend 
ibe riche-’i^-and magnificence of the King’s' 
Court, because it is the supreme school lor 
•the nohili^ of the land, whereby the realm 
flourishes add is pi csi^ed.—There is a 
patent to the i 3 lh ofra.ward iV. from the 
King to Uie Bislui|) of Rochester, whereby 
he was constituted tutor to the Prince and 
'presidentof the Prince's Council, which is 
very'remarkable. In the preamble it says, 
,** ftowbeit every chihl in his young age 
ought to-he brought up in virtue and know- 
le^ej yet, neverlhctuss, such persons as 
Gi^ has called to the.pre-eininent state of 
.princ^,and to succeed their progenitors in 
the siita bf.;E.egality, ought more si.ugalarly 
to be infqrmcd and insUacted in knowledge- 
arid virtue. We tlrerefore, desiring, our 
detest, son, the' prince, perfectly, Mqw* 
ingly, and yirtuously to be, educated in'Tis 
outh. and wholly, trusting in the truth, wit, 
now ledge iapd'virtue, and also love and af- 
fectiony that opr. Reyerand Father hath to 
us and to our issuer we have committed and 
deputed -him to teach and inform .^r said 
' sbtq. and also appointed him. president of 
his council, giving him,power In asserobl.e^ 
all tap co'uiudilofi of qiiir said 8on.”r;iNdw 
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'• llie Secrtujy ofnbijs Stwe" [J. yilrr. Dallas, Krrretary of Pwiitfyhanl*] “ pcws^cd -real inRui-nft 
*• 111 the pipulu Socuty of PliildtUliiliuf, uliieh. iti us tUTn, mfluifnrtd flnv>e of odicr iiawn-, of couikc 
he .u'lntion. It nppfrtp., tlicrcfoto, that tlif^e iiitn, with othei., unknown u> mi*, all having, 

*t wi|{)out doubt, Randolph fthe Stcirurv of si.ii»;]»'it thvir hiad, •\t:fi‘ balanciiti? to tlfcidc on ih«ji.i»t 
•• they should take Two or three dai't b.fure the procljinaiinn" (|>ruclan)afti.ii aitamvt the insaie;eiitf] “ wh# 
“ piihlidu'-l, and of miihC befoie tJic labinct had tcsolvtd ot it* niearuitv, M». R'liidolpn name to *ee 
“ me n ith an air of ^rcat etu^stiiess, and nude to nie the ovetturev, of whiCh I hivegisinjou hn ac.< 
“ cnuiit in in\ No. 6 Thus. vRih tu/ne//.>»,uoirf, .>)' du/fai $, (he frciich ic|>ublic could have decided on 
” civil wii, 01 on pcace ! Thus, the rorttrn/or# of she pirltiuM potuotf of Jmcivn liuve tilreaup Ihiif 
“ pniet.' It IS vciy true that the ceitiin^ ot Ih se coiicluv|pils, paiiifiil to he diann, will forever exist 
•' iiiourarsh.vts ! What will be the old ace of this I'overnment, if it is thus esuly dtcrepid 
palch, of lilt Kni'tp, l.viiiii,T, lu the Fieiiili Mmisiei fat Funign .Ifiati*, isHttenJiom l’in(atlel- 
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(^m)i h<> IN'CouKLii-.———I ictni'H nncp 
nioit* to tliis subjcft for the piiriwsi* of an¬ 
swering toy correspondent, whose letter will 
be found immediately below, and who seems 
very angry ,it what has been s.iid, in the Re¬ 
gister, respecting the American Slates. -. - 

in eivnig mt readers a descriptirwi of the 
natuie and tendency ot the Hnlers in Conn* 
ciV, 1 stated, in p.ye 33 (> of this volume, that 
the late m'.iusfers had declared to the neu¬ 
tral powers, that if they submitted to the 
aud.ieious principle openly proclaimed by 
Krauce, that England would retaliate, and 
would have an undoubted right so to do. 1 
added: *' the neutrals do submit, for neither 
“ of them make any public remonstrance, 
“ or protest, against the decrees of France.’* 
T’his assertion iny correspondent says I make 
** in the face of the notorious fact, of the 
immediate explanation of the French de- 
crec, given by the French minister of ma- 
fine, Dacri's, to the American envoy at 
' Paris," That I had no wish to disguise 
the fact of this explanation is evident, be- 
cadse 1 mentioned it, m the article referred 
to, and in the very next page to that whence 
my correspondent has extracted w'hat he is 
pleased to regard as a false assertion.——It 
is true, that the American envoy did address 
H note to the French minister of mariTie, re- 
presentingto him, lhar the decree, if acted 
upon, wiui regard to America, would be a 
violation of the tre.ity existing between her 
and France; but, was this a public'‘re- 
monstrance, or protest, against the decree r” 
Jt was a claim of exemption from the effects 
of its operation, merely upon lire ground of 
a particular previous compact, and not upon 
that of the decree being founded upon a ty¬ 
rannical principle, and being a thing to be 
epiiosed OH grounds iudependmt of ail parti - 
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cular convention. And what rvas the an¬ 
swer of DaenS' What was the famous ex¬ 
planation, which satisfied the Americ.rn Pre¬ 
sident, and which, it was widicd, shonld sa¬ 
tisfy us? Why, the answer was, that the de¬ 
cree trwM psoduee vo violation of the treat 1/ 
Irlween Fiance ami Jwrrka; leaving it 
quite undecided w'lietJter the decree would 
be enforced, or not. 'fhe decree remained • 
unreiKMled} it contained no exccptlniis; 
and, if it was not executed, with reg.ird to 
America, this exception lu (be execution 
was, undoubtedly, owing to a convltUon, 
that to execute It wou\d be Xuiufuvus to 
France, ibe principle, however, remained 
the same *, tire insult to England the same; 
and the acquiescence of America the same; 
as far as related to England, the relaxation 
of France has been obtained for tire mutoal 
benefit of France and America only. Ame¬ 
rica was a neutral power ; but not tire only 
one. She had no right to sacrifice the inte¬ 
rests of the other ncntrals to her own selfislr 
purposes. She made no rcmotislrance, Iha'- 
hail ever come to light, against the 
of tfie French decree ; she submitted to the 
principle; she taciily ac’knowledgcd, that 
France had a rigid to declare Kiigland in a 
state of blockade, and to place her under an 
interdict, and merely pleaded for .m ox(»mp- 
tiou, as far as sho was concerned, upon the 
ground of her tie.ity with France. 'J’hc 
French minister gave a vague answer; and, 
it is well worthy of remark, that even this 
answer never was made public, uhtil tiro 
Orders mCouticil began to make their ap¬ 
pearance. The fact obviously enough ap¬ 
pears to have btcii this: the decree, tuu 
conqueror s decree, issued fretn Berlin, w.« 
intended for general and indiscrib-finatC OfHJ- 
ration ; but,the Am(.ri''jns I1.1 i'is succeeded 
lit convincing Fianco, that siren operation 
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would be Rualljrmore injurious to Fcpnce { 
than to England, France relented as to the 
execution of the decree j ^lod the letter of 
Dacrcs is to be rei^arded as n thing contrived 
between him and fho American envoy. But, 
the letter of the decree remained ; tiie tn- 
Milt remained entire; and the execution 
took place, wherever it was' thought to 
work tn«)re injury to Knglnmlthan to France., 
Hius France was to issue a general prfihibi- 
tory decree against the commerce between 
England and neutral states, which, no one 
can deny, gave England a right to retaliate 
by a niea.snrc also general; but, X^'rance find¬ 
ing that there was -one neutral, wfiom it 
would be to her interest to exempt from the 
execution of the decree, she grants sucli an 
exemption, and, thereupon that neutral 
comes and says, “ France exempts me, and 
so tnnst you.” “ No," say we, “ the 
“ decree is general, and general must be the 
" retaliation. It is the interest of France to 
" make an exception in your favour; but 
such is not the interest of England. There* 
" is no way for you to avoid the eftects of 
our retaliation, other than that ofprevail- 
“ ing upon France to repeal her general de* 

** cree, against the principle of which you 
" have made no complaint, that we hear of. 

even in private. You have tacitly ap- 
“ proved of that principle; and, as France 
" has been the sole judge of the exceptions 
for herself to make, you must allow us to 
e.xercise a similar judgment,” Could any 
thing be more'just, or reasonable ?——My 
corre.spondent says, that niy assertion, rela¬ 
ting to the suhmUsion of America was mude 
also " in the %e of the notorious fact, that, 
down to the date of our Orders in Couii- 
'* oil, no American vessel has been cou- 
demiied, and only two captureil," in vir¬ 
tue of the French decree. If thi.s fact be 
true, the statements of Sir William Scott are 
false, whioh I ilo not believe; and Twell 
know, that a ship of ours, which re-captnred 
an American vessel, taken‘under the Berlin 
decree, obtained mhn^e in our cojjrt of Ad¬ 
miralty, which might, indeed, be one cause 
of iJacics’i ,explanation. Be.sides, Lord 

Howick, long ago, informed our muiister in 
America, that “ Xlis Majcitfy had learnt, 
that, in some instam :.s, the decree had 
been curried into execiuion.” But, I ex¬ 
pressly said, in the article, of which this 
American complains, that “ it was of no 
“• consequence, whether tliorc had.,.Mr had 
" nof, been any instance, wherein t«|kde- 
*• cree h^f been carried into execuTOn.” 
The decree existed, and, if.no Raptures took 
pl.«ce in couxequoiicc of it, the cause was, 
uaC any resiUanee, on the part of Afuerica, 


but the inability of France to execute the 
dcciee, in that way. In other resfiects, how¬ 
ever, she had the power to execute, and, if 
we are to retaliate, we are not to make jhe 
exception^ tlmt suit her* that is to sajr, to 
forbear to retaliate there only, where' she' 
has not the power of execution, and where. 
only we have that power. Lord Howick 
calls upon America to reml the pretensions 
of France, and declares the king’s undoubted 
right of retaliation, unless such resistance 
take pLicc. rcsistniice takes place; a 
submission to the pi inciple of the decree 
dues lakes place; and an attempt is made to 
evade our retaliation by an underhand cor¬ 
respondence between the American envoy 
and l 4 ie French nfiuistcr of marine, kept a 
profound secret, as far as 1 have observed, 
until our Orders in Council began to make 
their appearance.——This American tells 
ns, that to refuse to pay implicit credit to 
the explanation of Pacrcs is " to pretend to 
“ know better lhan the Doctor; for, on» 
would naturally suppose, that the opinion 
of a Flinch minister, on a French decree 
*' (and still more the uninterrupted course of 
“ acting tlrereupon) w'as of more authority 
'* than the opinion of an English lawyeV.” 
So, because it is I who write a letter, saying 
that I hare seen a black horse to-day, ano¬ 
ther man is to believe, that my words mean, 
that I have not seen a black horse to-day, 
merely because I find it convenient to say, 
that my words have no such meaning. Ac¬ 
cording to this, no written instrument of any 
sort could possibly carry any fixed and deter- 
J minato sense. The decree prohibits aU 
I trade between England and neutral states; it 
; prohibits all communication between them; 

>' it lays England under a commercial interdict; 

. it tuake.s no exceptions ; it neither calls for 
nor admits of explanation. But, because 
America and Franco iiml it to l»e their inte¬ 
rest to make an explanation as to the exe¬ 
cution of it, we are to admit of that expla¬ 
nation, upon the principle, that those who 
have issued the decree must best understand 
il.s meaning. When the poor fellow, who 
went America in search of liberty, was 
going to the jail where he expired for having 
written what was called a libel upon Mr. 
Jefferson, he found, alas! that his meaning 
was left to the opinion of others, and that h« 
wa.s not himself to be the interpreter of it. • 
—As to the “ .uninterrupted course of 
acting upon this French miuijter’s opi- 
" nion,” that has been before accounted for. 

It is to be observed, however, that this Ame¬ 
rican lays no weight upon the circumstance, 
that otAerpar^s of the decree were rigoronsly 
executed i such parts as Napolttoa could 
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cause to be .executed without injury to him¬ 
self. A defender of Mr. /efferson sap: it 
was not tor America to commence knight 
errant, and contend with France for tlie in¬ 
terests of other ndutrais. Tlyit was not rx- 
pecltxl of her, it' is true; but, if she chose 
not (0 do it; if she chose to acquiesce in the 
principle of the decree, upon the condition 
rha^she should be exempted from its inju-^ 
rious etfects, that could be no reason lor our 
exempting her in the execution of any mea¬ 
sure of retaliation, which ^e might think it 
right to adopt. 'Fiance exempted her upon 
the ground of self-interest j no sucij motive 
could we perceive for an exemption. On 
the contrary* we found her as hostile to¬ 
wards us as her means of*hostility wt^ild al¬ 
low her to be. We found her with a non- 
’'importation act, pas-ied in order \o punish ns 
for not giving up to her a right, the exerci.se 
of which was essenti.al to the preservation of, 
rot our naval superiority, but of our navy it¬ 
self. Jf America will so act as to make it 
our interest to exempt her from the effect of, 
our maritime regulations, we ^ball then, 
doubtless, be ready to exempt her, as France 
did : but, until then, I hope we shall not.— 
No: it was not feelings of “ contempt,” 
that the " empty blockade" was calculated 
to inspire. It was feelings of indignation, 
and of just vengeance, not only against 
France, but against every poWer, who, either 
Uy direct or indirect means, gave their sanc¬ 
tion to the abutnjnably insolent principle of 
the Beilin decree. It was not lite loss of 
cbninierce, but tlte loss of character, •which 
we should have sastained, by leaving that 
sanctiun unpunished. We were called upon 
by every motive, which, under such cirenm- 
atances, ought to animate a nation, to con¬ 
vince the world, th.al every state, who dared 
to insult us, would rue the cftects of its con¬ 
duct,-What resemblance is there, I 

would ask, between the Berlin decree and 
the wearing of the titl^ and arms of the 
kingdom of Francti, by the king of England.? 

A title that had been won by our ancestors, 
who really conquered and who really go¬ 
verned France, and which title was as much 
our property as the n.ime of any man is his 
property. All the world knew, that it 
aimed no in.sult against France j that it was a 
mere record, or memorial, pf deeds Jong 
p.issed. Can the same* be said of a decree, 
which was professedly intended to cut Eng¬ 
land bff from all connection with the rest of 
the world, until the day, when she would 
submit her neck to the yoke of France. I’his 
American, uinlcr the influence of that unna¬ 
tural and base partiality, pervading the minds 
of so many of his country men, thinks it was 
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a galling yoU*' that the (French submUted 
to m peraoitting us to wear the arms and re¬ 
gal title of Fri|t,)cei but, beseems to think 
very little of ‘the yoke, which Napoleon has 
pledged himself to make us wear, and, as a 
preparatory step to which, be was endea¬ 
vouring to place us under an interdicK*-^ 
This correspondent charges me with ** a 
gross mistatement of a plain matter of fact}*' 
and then he states, with truth, perhaps, that 
what 1 .said, in page 337, respecting a rise in 
the rate of insurance, which would naturally 
be occasioned by the Berlin decree, was in¬ 
correct. My statement related not to '* a 
plain matter of fact.” It related to what 
would, in my opinion, naturally be the case; 
it was calculated upon the danger of cap¬ 
ture ill consequence of the French decree 
but, if the secret understanding between 
France and America was made known us 
America, tiien there would, of course, be no 
such conse(|uence. This gentleman ha9>- 
however, blinked the matter } for, though 
what be has said may be true, with regard 
to ship.s and cargoes coming from America* 
can he prove that it was so with respect to 
ships and cargoes going from England to 
America? If he can show, that the decree 
hud no cflect upon the rate of insurance as 
to such property, I shall think that the mer¬ 
chants concerned had a contempt, for the 
power of France; but, I shall not, even in 
that ca.se, think that we ought to have ex¬ 
empted America fr^ra the eftccts of our 
commercial regulations, seotug tliat she had 
not resisted the principle of the French de¬ 
cree, but had tacitly acquiesced in the rigjit 
of France, generally s))eaking, to declare 
England to Iw in a state oT blockade.—*— 
The conclusion of the letter of this “ Ame¬ 
rican Merchant” contains the following as¬ 
sertion': “ You conceive yourself to have 
" been personally ill-treated in the United 
** States, and, it is currently reported, tl at 
“ you said to a fellow-passenger with you 
" to England,.that you hated the United 
“ Stales, and (hut, if ever an upportu* 

“ nity •occurred to blow up the flame 
“ of discord betw'een -the two countries, 

" you would make the mo.st oV it.”-That 

I was most unjustly and basely treated in the 
American Stales, and by two of the govern¬ 
ments of that country, is a fact pi city well 
known to every person, who reads or hears 
much about America j lliai (with the excep¬ 
tion of the Quakers of Pennsylvania, inajty 
other individuals in that Stale, and the .people 
of New Flngland) I h<vte the United States 
and all their mean and hypocrittcal system 
of nde, I iiafe a thousand times declared ia 
print as wcll as in cunvcisaiton, and 1 have . 
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iurJher frequently declared, that, if I, or any 
one most ttear to me, were-destined to li)se 
in;' or bis life in a just wois I knew of no 
(niw, in which that life wouM“ be lo*** with 
80 iiitle regret, on niy part, as in demolish¬ 
ing the towns of America and in burying 
tlieir unprincipled inhabitants under the rvib- 
bisli. But, that I ever said, that I would 
avail myself of an “ opportunity to blow up 
“ the flame of discord between the two 
“ countries,” is a falshood} a'lid, if the au¬ 
thor of this charge had been any thing, no 
matter what, but an Ainericau, by birih or 
adoption, he would not, particnhtrly after 
the invitation contained in inylasi Register, 
have been s» mean, so detestably cowardly, 
as to have sutfered this charge to come forth 

unsupported by n nnnif. -Those who 

h.<ve I bought it worth their while constantly 
to read this puhlieation, can scarrely tail to 
reni-'inl'r wbat, 1 think, must loiivince 
till lU al tlie fal' liood of ibis pretended re- 
|)oii ?.Iany aie ihe oceasions, upon which 
1 base til.night It right to point out what I 
tlioii .-III iikely lo sfoure the good will of 
America; and esjiecialiy have I rcconi- 
nicnded l!io sending of persons ot high rank 
as well as chavaclei, in the quality i,f inir.in- 
ter> tl;i;li-'r. At ihe making of the jicace of 
Amien- 1 Vprccated the idea of “ placing 
the Fruii-. li upon tin' hack of the Amciicansj” 
aiid. I Irtiie milfortnly recommended such a 
line ofeontl'ii 'towards America as would be 
likely to piei 'nr a war between the two 
countries; though, from the bottom of my 
soul, 1 believe, ih.it such war wquid, now at 
least, be greatly beneficial lo Kiiglaiid.—— 
Rut, of what ciMisequence arc my feelings, 
my love or myubaired, my forgiveness or 
n>y revenge, in this discussion ? 1 have asked 
n I man to rely upon itiy opinions of Ameri¬ 
ca. 1 have said, tbU hath she said and this 
hath she done, l^it my statements be con.* 
tradicted, and proved to lie false; or, let |he 
facts themselves be shown to weigh nothing 
against her character} but, let no one hope 
t'l defend her by alledging th.it her uct tner 
is prejudiced. He who has be;*n robbed and 
assaulted has I'ertainly no prejudice in favour 
of the robber, but is as certainly prejudiced 
against him j yet, we never bear ibis preju¬ 
dice urged against the credibility of hi.s testi¬ 
mony. Who is to complain bnt those who 
have suflered ? Who is to occuse, if those 
are to be silent who have been wimesses of 

the guilt?-But; after all, supposing me 

to have said, that 1 would avail myself of any 
opportunity that should offer to blow up the 
flame of Will-between the twdeountries, this 
may account lor the a.«perity of nay language 
(an-J 1 have no desire that my language with 


respect (o America should appear in any other 
light), but it can, In nowise, affect the slate 
of the case, upon which the two nations are 
in dispute. It was not I who spurred on 
Mr. Jefferiyjn to demandsuf Kngland a re- 
mmeiatiun of flic right of searching for*sea* 
men. It was not J who inspired America 
with the hisuUiil noiioii of forcing England 
to renouuce this right, and to employ for the 
* purj)o..e an act of non-impoit.-itioii, passed 
jUst a..> a iiegnciatiun was set on foot, and kept 
su>pciidcd while it w.ss going on. It was 
not I who couiiiit^lcd Mr. Jvtfci.son to send 
h;wk to the king of England a treaty, con¬ 
cluded a*iid duly signed by liie plenipotentia¬ 
ries on both .side's, and to ciiaMc out the alte- 
ralioii-s lo be ni.nde,exactly in the same way, 
in winch ai licles . f capitulation arc returned 
by a besieging general. It was luit h wlic-- 
piilfed this republican sovcreit,'i up with the 
conceit that he was able to bully the king of 
Kngland into a revival of the ncgociation up¬ 
on these dictated alterations of a tiea.y, tor 
which revival, if our niinisiers had consented 
*to it, they ought to have been hanged. It 
was not I ^vho adtised the base people of 
New "^'ork to meet in a mob for the purpose 
of encouraging an English boat's crew to de¬ 
sert from their otlicer, then-by cxciiing a 
nuUiny in llie.ship, which might have ended 
in the ]o.ss of her and in the massacre of iho 
officers, and w’hieli, owing to the prncleiico 
and conr.igc of those officers, did end in the. 
igiioiuinioiKS death of .several of the men. It 
was not I w'lio stimulated the ofticers of the 
American ship* ol w-ar, as also the civil ma¬ 
gistrates, of the town of Norfolk, to inveigle 
away, and lo screen from the’power of their 
coninianders, the seamen of an English ship 
of war, which w.is then lying in a state of 
distress. It was not 1 who encouraged the 
printers of iiews|)apers, in America, lo pub¬ 
lish, just under the eye of tlie general go¬ 
vernment, expressions of joy that the deser¬ 
tion from the English ships was going on at 
a rate that threatened the sjiccdy anniliilatiou 
of England's naval power. It was not I, 
but some fiend, who pitshcd on those same 
print^r^.to publish a proposal for raising, by 
public subscription, a fund out of which to 
give rewards to such E.nglish seamen as 
should desert, and arrive in America. It 
was not 1 who instilled into the empty skulls 
of the Americans at Rochelort to join the 
Trench, in toasting " the liberty of the seas j” 
nof am I to blame that the. Kime was done 
by the Americans at Petersburgh,' who so 
cordially united witlt (he vassals of the Czar, 
the moment the latter became the enemy of 
England, and who, upon the .same gruuiv!, 
would unite with the devil gud his angels, X 
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had nothing tpdb in promoting any of those 
numerous acts of injustice au-l of insolence, 
'which America has, for the last fifteen years, 
been committing against England. These 
are the causes of* ill-blood; vthe'se are the 
causes of the present state of things between 
• tJie two countries; these may, possibly, lead 
to war; but, they are none of them my 
work. 1 hift’C, indeed, pointed them out h) 
iny readers ; I have made them known to 
many persons who never would have heard 
of them except .in a cursory way; and I 
have, I hope, contributed my full .share to¬ 
wards eitciting, in the minds of tho people 
of England, th^tl just indignation, which now 
appears to pervade all ranks of men, at the 
conduct of both the govefnnient andfieople 
of^n^prica. Jlnt, for the friends of Ameri¬ 
ca to blame me for this, is as absurd as it 
would be for the friends of a thief to blame 
the lawyers and judges for his being hangeth 
In exposing the culprit bo the just vengeance 
of the nation, I have done no more than my 
duty; and, if duty happens to coincide with 
inclin.ition, I cannot thhik that l|^ac circum- 
.stance require.s any apology; for, if to 
have sustained an injury one's self is 
to disqnality one from speaking one’s sen¬ 
timents, as to the conduct of tire oti'ender, 
in other cases, he who has a mind to 
rob with impunity b.is only to injure every 
i/lan capable of detecting and exposing him. 
——But, I have, I am told, gone beyond 
my subject. 1 have taketi occasion to speak 
of the intertill government, and of the 
morals of the people. True; but, then, let 
it be borne in miiiik, that this became neces¬ 
sary, when I saw tlie deteiulers of America, 
with their usual effrontery, holding forth the 
United States as the only free and virtuous 
country in the world. Cliuiacler does much, 
especially in England. It, therefore, Iiecame 
me to show, that the government of Ame¬ 
rica i.s, in fact, one of the very worst in this 
world; that there is no such thing as real 
liberty in the country ; that corruption pre¬ 
vails to an extent heretofiirc unheard of; 
and that the people (with the exceptions 
which I have before made) are tlifc most 
profligately dishonest that I liave ever seen, 
or heard described. 'I'liese statements of 
mine might be attributed to revenge. 'Well, 
let the making of them be so; but, wb'Sn I 
say, that a was detected, in Philadel¬ 
phia, stealing bank notes out of a till in a 
shop ; vvgis afterwards driven from the bench 
by the shopkeeper’s holding up and sh.iking 
Ills fist at him ; and that no public proceed¬ 
ing, and no public expressions of indigna¬ 
tion, were the conse(|uence : when, 1 say, 
that it w'as proved that the American S-.ul'^ 


• tarff of Stale asked the Erench minister for 
a bribe, and thatno impeachment or judicial 
proceetliiig was fiie consequence : when I 
say, that the sei>aratioiis of man and wife, 
and that elopements acc&mpanied with rob¬ 
bery, are so frequent, that the printers pf 
news-papers keep, for the purpose of placing 
at the bead of advertisements, relating to 
eloped wives, figures of women in the act of 
running off with a bundle : when I make 
these assertions, 1 put it in the power of the 
friends of America to contradict me; I put 
it in their power to clear up these heavy 
charges against the morality of that country'. 
I say that the Americans, as a nation, are 
the must unprincipled people in the w'hulc 
world; their friends deny it; but their 
friendsnevor choose to deuymy specific facts; 
and, if these facts cannot dented, my 
general assertion will be believed. Upon 
this subject, I want no credit for impartiality 
and candour. The Antericans, under pre¬ 
tences the most false, by means tlio most 
base that ever were employed, by the vilest 
mockery' of judicial proceedings, by openly- 
avowed and boasted-of perjury, robbed nte 
of the earnings of my life up to that lime, left 
me to begin auew with a family dependant 
solely upon my cxcrli<tn.s, and have since 
cruelly persecuted several of niy friends. 
For the sake of these friends more than for 
my own sakel hate the unprincipled nation, 
'i'liis hatred will never cense, until they do 
me justice, and. therefore, it will end but 
with my life. But, as to lift* matters in dis¬ 
pute between the (wo countries, how are 
they at all connected with my private feel¬ 
ings ? Were 1 a minister, jndeed, the case 
might be different. Private individual as 1 
am, and having no access to any man in 
power, except through the means of the 
press, I can have bad no hand in producing 
those events, upon which I have thought 
pro{)er to curament.——In a second letter 
(received yesterday), tlie same correspondent 
tells me, that war with America may be 
*' sporl. to me, but that it will be death to 
many otfiers.” It will not be sport to me j 
for I cannot but deeplyfament all the hard¬ 
ships which my friends in Pennsylvania will 
iuti'er, and as to the perjured wretches, by 
whom I was robbed, I have the satisfaction 
to know, that many of them are nlready 
bankrupts, and, in other respects, misera¬ 
ble. But, to whomsoever a war will pro¬ 
duce death, the fault rests with America; 
solely with her; she is the aggressor: it is 
for her to say whether there shall be war or 
peace. She has passed a non-i'mportation 
act to compel ns to surrender our right of 
searching lor our own seamen. She has 
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pssed an a(;t for the openly^avowed purpose 
of forcing us to Jo that ii(]bich would, in a 
short time, sap the foundail^on of our naval 
power. This act she keeps in force; and 
yet her interested i/artizans rry out that we 
a(e urging on a war with her. 1 care, coui> 
paritively, viry little about the Orders in 
Council, as lar as they relate to America. 
It is notorious th.it (hose Orders were not, 
and could not be, the cause of the dispute, 
pnd the probable cause of war ; and yet the 
partizans of America keep clamouring against 
that measure, as the sole cause of the war 
that they expect and diead. — -As in the 
case of France, so in that of America, 
to keep clamouring against war, is, in 
effect, to call upon England to swbinit 
to the demands of those powers. 1 have 
several times put to them this question, re¬ 
garding the dispute with America. “ Do 
** you advise the ministers to give np to Mr. 
“*' Jefferson the rigid of search for seamen r" 
Never can I obtain an answer. They talk 
■vaguely about a conciliating disposition and 
language. They talk about the amount of 
exports and imports} but never do they 
give me an answer. The exports and im¬ 
ports are, in my opinion, and tor the reasons 
I have given, of very little consequence to 
the strength and greatness and happiness of 
England j but, suppose one half of her 
comforts to depend upon them ; nay, sup¬ 
pose the whole of her comforts to be so de¬ 
pendent, the case remains the same ; for 
what our enemibs, neniral as well as belli- 
genent, demand of us is, a surrend:r of the 
sole means of maintaining our independencL, 
If it be true, ai\, is now reported, that llie 
Americans are disposed to cease their unjust 
demands and their hostile conduct, why, 
then, peace with them by all means, and I 
have, for my part, no objection to the grant¬ 
ing of them commercial advantages, nor 
even to a relaxation, with respect to them, 
in the execution of the Orders in Council ; 
but, so long as they persevere in showing, 
by open acts, their unn.itural and b.isc par¬ 
tiality towards France, so long as they con¬ 
tinue to make insolent demands upon us, so 
long am I for treating them with rigour. 
— ■ —■ If we are to have peace with America, 
however, we shall, I lepeat, have the pre¬ 
sent ministers to thank for it. Had the 
concalers renivdacd in power, wajnnst have 
had w'ar j tor, the Americans, when they 
h».l gnticu from us the right of search for 
seamen, would have put forward some new 
demand; and, the iiisolonce of all their 
vile captains (by far the worst of all man¬ 
kind, as far..as my observation or hearing has 
gone), and all iheir other agents and emis¬ 


saries and partizans, in every quarter and 
corner of the world, would have been such 
as the officers of the English navy never 
could bavj borne. In a .short lime, there 
must have been war. The firmness of, the 
ministers, in this respect, is highly praise¬ 
worthy, •The letter of Mr. Canning to the 
American plenipotentiaries clearly shews 
that he well knew whom he had lo edeal 
with; and, I am persuaded, that, though 
it has been loudly censured by Lord Gren¬ 
ville, it will hereafter be regarded ai a model 
fur those English ministers wlio shall have 

to deal with the Amciican States.-Here, 

1 hope, we may say, that jve have done 
with the Orders in Council, that fertile 
sourctf of parliamentary motions and debates. 
But, I have a word or two to add up^itU^c^ 
second letter of my correspondent, whic^ 
was not received until alter the former part 
of this article was written. In my last, I 
had called upon him for his name, seeing 
that he had cli.oged me wiili having declar¬ 
ed, that I would, when an opportunity of¬ 
fered, bloiv up the fiaine of discord between 
the two countiies. His answer to that call 
is this: " You demand my name, but I 
“ am disposed to withhold it for the follow- 
'* ing reasons I have .stated nothing as 
" fact, but w'hat rests on so firm a basis of 
“ notorious truth, that it cannot be contra- 
dieted, nor does it rcijuire the sanction of 
“ a name. Wiial yon are pleased to call' a 
“ base impulntiov," I. have given as a 
" current repott only, and have qualified 
my remarks on it with an “ if this be 
" "true.” 1 Iiave not even said this o/'you, 
" but to you, giving you the alternative of 
“ suppression, if yon chose it, or of con- 
" iradiclion, if in yonr pow-er, as I would 
" willingly hope it is. As a man of up- 
" rightness, therefore, I do not think I 
" have taken a step which requires me to go 
“ forth from that privacy, which my ba- 
** bits and disposition desire, nor am I wil- 
“ ling to put it in yonr power to hold me 
“ up by name to all that observation and 
perhaps ridicule, which your ta’ents 
“ kneJW 0 well how to cast, whether justly 
" or unjustly, upon your opponents." Ve¬ 
rily a most lame and paltry excuse ! ' A cur~ 
rent report! why, calling it a current report 
cotKtitutes yonr oflence. If you were to 
tell your neighbour, that, it is currently re¬ 
ported that he is a thief, you would find 
that the subterfuge would not savev your ears 
or your purse, according to the mode of pro¬ 
secution which he might choose to adopt. 
As to the alternative which you left me, h 
it not evident, that you intended the whole 
of your letter for publication ? Is it pot 
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evident, that you had, as one of your prin¬ 
cipal objects, the intcMition of causing it to 
be believed, that I bad itdsrepre^entcd the 
case of America, merely from motives of 
private revenge, afid that ] was* doing no 
mon^than acting this sellish part in pursu- 
, ance of a pre-conceived and settled design ? 

. Resides, supposing me to have *been at 
liberty, which I was jwt, to suppress 
this part of your letter, and to publiiih the 
other parts of it, I could not suppress the 
knowledge of it in my mind. If I 
believed yoM, I niust beiieve"one of the hve 
gentlemen (for there were no mor^) wlio 
were my fellow passengers to J?nglantl, to 
he a scoundrel*; and, was it acting the part 
of “ a man of nprightnesa ” to expostLtbem 
all to the effects of my suspicions? if, in 
Ajfnitl^ five men, I assert that one of them, 
without naming him, is n scoundrel, they 
have all the same ground of complaint 
against me. \un, in uffecr, name all my 
fellow-passengers to me* and then you as¬ 
sert, that one of them, whom you decline 
to name, has said that, which, if he did say 
it, I know to be false; you, tbefefore, are 
guilty of the grossest injustice towanls four, 
at- least, of my fellow-passengers, and also 
towards myself. The truth I believe to be, 
that you never heard sticfi a report as pro¬ 
ceeding from the source, to winch you pre¬ 
tend to trace it. 'rhat (he story h.is obtain¬ 
ed currency I liave no <l.>ubt, nor am I at . 
all surprized tint it should. It is so natural 
for those who enunot answer one, who can¬ 
not deny the accusations we prefer .against 
them, to impute t<; us motives of spite, like 
the highwaymau in Joe Miller, who threat- , 
ened to swear the i^eace against the judge, • 
seeing that he had olnioudy .1 design upon 
his lile.——This question respecting Ame¬ 
rica, Sir, I now reg.ird as settled. 1 look . 
upon it as certain, that almost the whole of 1 
tlis people of England Iiave now correct no- - 
tions respecting the government, the peo¬ 
ple, the means pecuniary and military, of I 
the American States; that they are deetded- j 
ly of opinion, that war with that country is 
preferable to any. further concession, of ■ 
whatever nature and however small in i 
amount; and, to the producing of this state j 
-'of the public mind, 1 have the satisfaction 
to believe, that i have coutributed as much 
• as any private individual ever did contrihiue 
towards the producing of any national eftl-ct; 
a satisfaction, which I am free and forward 
to say, ik not at all diminished, but, on the 
contrary, greatly augmented, by the reflec¬ 
tion, that I have at the same time contribut- 
.ed towards humbling the pride of those, 
"Who used tltcir.pow'er to treat me with the 
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foulest injirstice, and who twj the basenes*# 
eveiT in what they cAS tli«r courts of just 
to express their sjSfflfaction ,it the prospect 
! at seeing me '* blighted with misery, and 

my children begging thtjir bread," When 
I, ft therp, I certainly did shake the dust off 
lU)'^ sboe.s; blit, the only curse I pronounced 
upon them was this : “ May you have Jef- 
“ ferson for a President and Rusli for a 
* Doctor!’’ 

Loan Wri lbsluy.--—T he resolutions, 
which were moved, in the House of Cpiu- 
mons, by I.or<l Folkestone, and the discus¬ 
sion upon whicii terminated on the l^ih 
instant, produced, at last, a vote apologiz¬ 
ing fur his lordship's c.-niduct; but, then, 
that vote was -proposed by Sir John Anstru- 

ther. -^I'lie cliarges, preferred against 

I.ord Wellesley by Mr. Pauli, every one 
has read. The proposed resolutions con¬ 
tained the substance of the Oude Charge. 
They were all, except the last, put aside, 
by one of those twin-brothers, Order-qf- 
the-day and Previous-qimtion, which seem 
to stick by every succeeding ministry with' 

I as much stauncliness as Alderman Shaw or 
i Hilly Baldwin. The last resolution, which 
, uKinc would hare been suflicicnt for all the 
purposes, which the mover could have had 
i in view, was negatirrd-, and when that 
' had been done, Sir John Austruther moved, 

*' I'h.it it apijeurs to this house, that mar- 
“ qiiis Wellesley, in carrying into execn- 
tiem the laic arrangements in Oude, was 
" actuated by an ardtent ze^l for the public 
“ .service, and by the desire of providing 
“ more effectually for ihe pi‘os|x:riiy, llie 
“ defence, and the safety t>f the British 
" territories in Iii.Ua.”—^So, Sir John 
calU the taking ot a King’s dominions away 
from him an '* ynatigvmml does he? 
'J'he word anangcmenl b.as this meaning in 

the Oriental Dictionary!-I.rt no one 

suppose this to be a triumph to the Wclles- 
leya, however. The motion w.is citrried, 
of course, by a great majority: but, Jiere 
is not a word of approlation •, there is not 
even a word of defence, I'heie is only .an 
apology, and just such an one as Pitt made 
for his “ an/e«f-minde<f’’ friend, the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland. The ministers would 
go no further; and, the reader may be as¬ 
sured, that they were much letter ple.ised 
with I^rd Folkestone’s ^resolutkms than 
the np]io<tltion were. No, no: they like the 
Marquis very well where he if ; but, they do 
not, f guess, want any of bis “ ardent zcrfl '* 
in their cabinet. Another question is coming- 
on respecting the Nabob of O'ldq; and this 
the miuistew will also like. They will like 
two or three, at least, of such questions. 
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I'very winfcr and spring. iTUey are sure^of 
1 Ija Marquis's attachmeniu for he is, espe- 
n.illy in politics, a very coiktant man , and, 
though things are a Hide changed with him 
since tlje rime when he ntcd to make his 
lours ill India, and sail in barges like that of 
Clfop.atra, he must have, in his past deeds, 
a vast fund of pU nsiiig rcfleclion, and stand 
ill no need of present employments, Mr, 
Gkokue Joknstomb, whom the Morning 
('hronicle, last year, reported to be dead, 
i’’., I perceive still alive; and, he appears lo 
Itave spoken against the -Miircinis, though 
lie has an ofHce of some sort (during plea¬ 
sure too) under the ministers. From this it 
very easy to form a judgment as to what 
tlie wishes of the ministry were. The 
inith is, that the mini'lets wish lo have 
die support of the marquis and his eleven 
filends in the parliament; but, in the of- 
ticcs of state, they can dispen«e with siu !i 
siqiport. They will say, that be meant 
'.veil j ihat he thought he was doing his bes! ; 
but there they will slop, and, 1 greatly 
tomnicnd their prudence. You hear peo- 
f'io say, “ they must take in Lords Welles- 
“ ley and Melville, or they cannot go on.” 
Hut these people do not sram to cunsitler 
.!iat they have got Ltrrds Wellesley and 
•Melville by the firmest of all possible holds : 
L uiean, of cuuise, the faithful attschmeut 
to principle of lho.se noble birds, I’liey 
Jiave them .safe. Ml engage that nothing 
will .seduce them from the ministry; that 
is to .say, as long.iis the'latter are found to 
lueiit the keeping of their places, and the 
'upport of so decideil .1 majority in the tw’o 

Houses of Parliament,-As to the admi- 

i isiration of Jjord'Wellesley, in India, w'C 
Ji.ive long been feeling its eftecis ; but, we 
'iiail soon see a little more of them than we 
I ;ive hitherto seen. A committee is appoin- 
u -1 to inquire into the Eust-Jndia Coin/wnfs 
([•inirs, ot whirl) inquir}-, I .shall lie decei- 
\c i it the result be not a heauif additional 
t. r hpou the pvuph; of Erigtand- 

JiOlleg, 2Uli March, ISOS. 

Dr.FENCU’ o;’ .\MERIC A. 

Sir,—In yocr regi.stcr of the 27th Feb. 
(p. you make a ’..niety of rrinaik.s on 
liie Orders in Council of Novepiher. laf.t, 
asserting .vi facts the very reverv^ of the 
tu’.th, oil points of niurh importance to 
y,)ur general argumoMis. 1 have *«'.aitcd 
the appt arance of your succeeding register, 
in hope ili.st some abler- pen wiaild con¬ 
tradict tho-e rash a.iser!ion.s, but as that 
docs r u iippoar to be the c.ise, I venture 
to do it, ronfuliag in j'oitr caiuloflr, .so lar 
us to aUuiil my letter into yt.nr n€.\t uum- 


ber.—I will first premise (to save you all 
tlie trouble of your usual ingenious con¬ 
jectures,) that I am interested in a mercan¬ 
tile house, trading with the United States ; 
you shall therefore, if yofi please consider 
me, as counsel for the said States, but at the 
same time .grant me the indulgence, that is 
always coticeded to counsel, that of con¬ 
vincing by evidence, and by fair argum^its 
drawn from ihat evidence.—-In the paper 
alluded to, you say, “ The neutrals do 
submit" (to the (;y()ture by France of their 
ships bound to England) " for neither of 
“ them jnal^c any public remonstrance, or 
" protest against the Decrees of France.” 
You s.iy this, in the face of tfie uotorions 
tact, o|[ the irauiaKate explanation of the 
Freiuh decree, given by the Minister.yf 
^’urine Uecros, to the Anieiicin envoy’^af"' 
l.aris; of the equally notorious fact, that 
down to the date of our Orders in Council, 
no vessel has been (^)ndemned, either in 
France or Spain for trading with England, 
and that only two iu^tal'ces had then occur¬ 
red, even of capture, one by a French, iinvl 
Another by a SpatiUh privateer, both of which 
w'ere restored, though loaded with English 
goods and Engli.sli passengers. To this last' 
case, I can speak from my own kpowledgc, 
and assert, in this public manner, that the 
Ainenean ship Shepherdess sailed from this 
port for New York, in the month of June ‘ 
last, loaded with English goods, and having^- 
on board numerous English j>nssengers, that 
she was taken by a Spanish privateer, and 
carried into JJilboa, that the American resi¬ 
dent at Madrid immediately .interfered in 
her favour, that she was restored, (the priva¬ 
teer being condemned in costs,) and is since 
safely arrived at New York, the letter from 
her owners announcing that fact, now lying 
before me.-1 am well aware of the sub¬ 

terfuge resorted to by those, who defend the 
Orders in Council,—that Deeres’ as.snranccs‘ 
to Mr. Armstrong were only his opinion, but 
that the plain me.ining of the French decree, 
i<'Sued at Rerliii is, that all ships trading with 
Engbiul shall be made prize of. This is 
really pretending " to know better than the 
Doctor," for one would naturally suppose, 
that tl'o opinion of a French minister, on a 
French decree (and still more the uninter- 
ru'.tedj, course of acting thereupon,) was of 
ni. ic authority than that of an English law¬ 
yer. As the case truly stood, the Frendi 
blockade hud just as much effect on Eiigland, 
as the former title of King of France, main¬ 
tained by our monarch, had on tlte ffeopleof 
tb.at country; and I cannot help thinking, 
that as they tore this galling yoke, of a use-* 
less^tiik, on our part, for agooiJ many years. 
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’ we after having suffered their empty block¬ 
ade, for a few months only, might have en< 
dared it a little longer, with those feelings of 
contempt, which it was alone calculated to 
inspire —I now come to the gross*mistate- 
metit you have made, of a plain matter of 
fact. You say, (p. 357 ) *' matters stood 

• ** previous to the Orders in (^uncil, a ship 
“ loai 4 of tobacco came from America to 
" England with all the additional price,which 
" arose from tlie high insurance, occasioned 
“ by the danger of captur^n consequence 

(»f the French decrees j while another 

ship load of tobacco went to France free 
“ from such higli price, because there was 
“ no danger of capture from us.*’ So tar 
from this assertion being ttue, the fa«t is, 

• that.jt wh'dly otherwise. The preniiutus 
ol insurance through the year 1^7 up to 
the news of the affair of the Chesapeake, 
were at peace rates, being only from 3 gui¬ 
neas down to 2 guineas j^r cent, according 
to the season of the year, or the goodness of 
the vessel. The house in which 1 am a part¬ 
ner, paid in April, 1807 , from Ne\y York to 
TiOudoti 2 ^ guaicas per cent, on one vessel, 
2 guineas on another; in June, from New 
York to London 2^ guineas. New York to 
Liverpool 2.guineas; in July, from New 
York to Ixjndon 3 guineas. Those quota¬ 
tions are from actual policies, taken at ran- 
ddm from a bundle. During the same pe¬ 
riod, similar voyages from America to 
France were from .3 to 4 guineas percent, 
having always been about I guinea per cent, 
higher than to England, owing to the chance 
of their being detained by English cruizers, 
in which case underwriters are pretty gene¬ 
rally liable to pay some expenses. This 
statement will nut, (because it cannot) be 
contradicted, and I call on you to give the 
same publicity to the truth, as you have al- 
it'ady (unwittingly, I doubt not) given to 
the falscliood. And it is but fair to observe, 
that this rate of insurance is a criterion, bet¬ 
ter than all other speculative deductions,from 
which to judge of the practical import of the 
famous Berlin decree of Buonaparte.—•! have 
distinctly told you I am aii intere3te(F*man, 
and I have as distinctly told you, that I desire 
only to be believed, if my facts or my argu¬ 
ments deserve it. But, you. Sir, are also an 
interested person. You conceive yourself to 

• have been personally ill treated in the Uni¬ 
ted States, and it is currently reported, that 
you said .to a fellow-passenger with you to 
England, that yon hated the United States, 
and, that if ever an opportunity occurred tjj 
blow up the flame of discord between thetwo 
coifntries, you would make the most of it. If 
♦,hi.< be.trne, S'r,youarcn(?t»yery uninteresteil : 


partf.yourself, and therefore, whatetftr you 
say against the Am^cans should be received 
with a greater caution, than that shotdd be, 
which a trader to America mi-.y offer in their 
favour, ill the same degree as revenge is ge¬ 
nerally esteemed to blind men’s intellects 

more tlian their interest,-1 rely on youi' 

inserting this letter in your next Register, 
|ind am. Sir, &c.——A n Ambbican Mer- 
cHANi '.—New Broad Street, March 7 , 1808 # 


IMPORTATION OF PROVISIONS. 

Sir, -The great and feeling intere.st 

which every individu.al lias in whatever re¬ 
lates to the plenty, and consequent cheap¬ 
ness of food, will form a .sr.fficient apology 
for my addressing you upon the subject of 
your remarks upon Mr. Young’s letter, 
which you have published in your Register 

for the 2()th of la.st month.-If you are 

correct in the concIu.sinus you have drawn, 
and this country is independent of foreign 
supply for the subsistence of the people, per¬ 
sons of every party will have reason to re¬ 
joice ; but if you are in ernir, if our exist¬ 
ence depends upon an import of provisions, 
then .should a painful anxiety be felt, and 
men of every party unite in endeavotiring to 
discover the cause of this fearful state of 
things, and to devise means to avert the ap¬ 
proach and weight of that distress, which 
may compel the country to listen to terms 
of peace, compromising the interest, tar¬ 
nishing the honor, .ipd even perhaps en¬ 
dangering the .safety of the nation.—Should 
present abundance lead us to disr('gar<l the 
Ic.ssons of the past, it will be too late to ap¬ 
ply a remedy when the pressure of dearth 
comes to be fell. I'lie tremendous power, 
and unchecked tyranny of the enemy upon 
the continent, have closed all the corn ports 
of Fiurope against us ; and should we even 
remain at peace with America, that country 
is uilable to supply the deficiency of a scanty 
crop. Thus precluded from all hope of ef¬ 
fectual foreign assistance at the moment of 
distress, it becomes necessary to plan before¬ 
hand the means of so increasing our supply, 
as shall render the nalien secure from the 
effect of an unfavorable season.—You con¬ 
fidently state, that w'C export more human 
food than we import; that our import of 
corb does not equal our export of other kinds 
of provision. I wish this Were the fact. I- 
read your statement with an earnest dewre 
to find it correct, but I fear, that when yon 
come to reconsider it, and to couple it with 
some observations I am about to make, yon 
will be tindef the painful aecessity of draw¬ 
ing a different ronclnsion. You calculat*' 
that the population of Ci eat Bjltain (11 mll-r 
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lions of people) are supported at an average | that yon no more than myself, argue for the 
cost of 4s.' a head a wew, or a weekly ex- ' vanity of victory, but that we equally seek 
pence of about 2 tnilitons'; which exceeding to discover truths, important to the best in- 
tlie money amount of our imports, you con- terests’ of onr country. Now, Sir, we are 
elude, wc rely upon foreign assistance for considering the mepns of'procuring the sup- 
only one fifty-second of our consumptipn. ply of a commodity (human subsistence) 
Ingenious and plausible as is tliis statement, which, from various rauses, is of annual, 
the error of it is quickly discoverable by produce, and 6f a perishable nature.—The 
those who are acquainted with the habits produce of a plentiful year is little moreihan 
and food of the difierent parts of this island, our annual consumption, and will not ^low 
—Excepting in years of extreme scarcity, of being hoarded for any great length of 
the population of Scotland and the northern time. Hence, ^ough we have, plenty this 
counties are supported witliout foreign as- year, we are not secure from dearth the 
aistance-upon barley and oaten bre.id, and next. tThis was painfully felt in the years 
that portion of the population which is sup- 1800 and ISOl. lu J800 we imported 
ported upon wheat, and amongst whom the 1,384,345 quarters of wheat 6nly. In 1801 
foreign importation is divided, cannot in we imported 1,464,518 quarters of wheat 
any case exceed 8 millions, but is seldom onli/. This, upon your datnm, is a cen- 
niore than 7. Take it however at 8 mil- sumption of/weeks, and upon minefOlUr 
lions, and instead of any theoretical cal- 2 months, without reckoning the additional 
eolation of 4s. a week a head, let me put import of rice and other grains, which was 
my statement into the quantity of wheat a further subsistence of at least a fortnight!! 
actually consumed and imported. It is or nearly one fifth of our consumption ! ! ! 
universally allowed, that on an average on6 I’his is no theory, it is plain matter of fact, 
individual with another who cats wheaten and the only consolatory answer which can 
bread, consumes a quarter of wheat a year, be given ^o it, is that which you baveof- 
With the amount of the importation of bar- fer#5, namely, that we export in ofoer ar- 
ley, peas, beans, and rye, I shall not trouble tides an equal or greater quantity of human 
you, as it is inconsiderable, though a greiit food. Yet, to support your answer, you 
quantity of oats have been usually im- instance only one kind of food exported, 
ported. The importation of corn, on an 1 and tha( to only one p'ace—cheese to Ame- 
average of the last 5 years, ending with ' rica. Who ever beard of a ship load of 
January 1807, is 1,133,75/quarters a year, { cheese cleared out for America ? Yet it is 
upon your own premises of 11 millions con- i common for shijis to enter inwards from 
•uming wheat.., This“is less than a tenth Holland wholly laden with cheese, butter, 
of the support of the jjeople, or the con- and hams.——It is true, w^e export some 
sumption of fall five weeks and a half; and provisions to Guernsey, .Jersey, Gibraltar, 
xipon mine of only 8 milIions,among$t whom our American colonies, the West Indies, our 
the foreign supply is divided, it is more than African settlement.s, aud the East Indies, as 
seventh, or the consumption of full seven well as to Botany Bay } and while we retain 
weeks and a half. Thus^ instead of relying these possessions, and pursue our present 
upon foreign importations for one week’s colonial system, we shall continue under die 
consumption, we depend, upon your own necessity of making this export. Indeed, 
premises, for above five weeks, and upon as things are at present, the demand for pro- 
mtne for more than seven weeks and a half. i visions which causes and is supplied by this 


1 can anticipate your objection to this cal¬ 
culation, namely, that this import is not all- 
in wheat. Granted. But then fecollect, 
that I have notinclijded the import of rye,, 
meal, Indian corn, oatmeal, rice, Dutch 
cheese, bams, bacon, and a- very long, et 
cetera. Now rice alone in some years has 
been imported to the extent of above four- 
bpndredi thousand hundred weight. S^U 
you may perhaps think I over-rate the 
ampunt, or rather proportion of imports; 
but should you think so. permit me to re.-, 
mind you of the years 180Q and 1801. The 
iveraging of 5 years is very, good,- and ap« 
l^pars fair upon paper, but it is® not always 
Vjirra tiled by practice; ajqd I feel confident. 


I export, ought to be considered as part of the 
j demand and consumptiou of the empire, as 
a .consumption we cannot diminish, as a 
drain end exwrt we cannot lessen, and 
therefore as a lien upon our provision stock, 
which must,be reckoned in every calculation 
upon the snbject, instead of a surplus capable 
of bping retained at home, aud applied to 
meet the deficiency of. a bad harvest. Had 
the sum of this cxpprt of provisions been, to 
a, foreign country, your argument would 
have been, good to the extent .of sucK export;, 
but excepting the article of cheese,and per¬ 
haps sorae.small amount of Irish butter, I 
am not aware of any export of provision to 
foreign parts, of which we could avail ijur- 
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•elves In a season of scarcity and want.—— 
In addition to this gmeral statement and 
reasoning, permit me to call yonr auention 
to the history of ovg: corn trade aiijl laws for 
the last century. 

■ From 17 O 8 to 1773> average export of 
* wheat was - - • 222,121 qrs. yearly 

From 1710 to 17^i the average export of 
all Bi.Tts of grain was 6 ' 00 , 0()0 qrs. yearly 
From 1700 to 1756, only two years oc¬ 
curred in which wheat was imported. 

From 1746 to. 1765 , bdth inclusive, the 
quantity exported exceeded the quantity im¬ 
ported by 6 , 649,609 qrs., or at the rate 
of - - - 332,480 qrs, yearly 

But from 1773 to 179^» we have on an 
average imported - ^'46,374 qrs. yearly 

17.95 to 1800, we have on an ave¬ 
rage imported - 617,369 qrs. yearly 

From 1600 to I 8 O 6 , we have on an ave¬ 
rage imported the enormous -quantity of 
v,447,.500 qrs yearly 
And owr export during these latter periods, 
or from 1777 to 1804, have been only 5,-)00 
qrs, yearly, and that small qiantity has 

been cliiefly to our own colonies.-By 

the foregoing table it appears, that from 
having a large annual export of grain en¬ 
riching the country, and affording security 
against every contingency of seasons, we 
have gradually become an importing nation, 
depending for a large portion of our subsist¬ 
ence upon foreign supply. For the last 40 
years we have be^n exchanging our gold and 
our silver for subsistence, and now a new 
order of things has arisen. It is now no 
longer a question of commercial policy j 
no longer a matter of profit and loss, M'he- 
thcr the past system is to be pursued. How¬ 
ever willing we may be to enrich other 
countries, to vivify the agriculture, and sli- 
tniiiate the industry of other nations, \vc 
shall not be permitted to purchase theagri- 
chlturai produce of the continent.. All the 
corn ports of Europe arc closed, and all the 
wealth of these islan'ds will be unable to 
purchase a supply of food from the conti¬ 
nent. To such observations as I have been 
addressing you, X have not unfr^i^uently 
heard it remarked, wheaf is only about 
■*' 70 s. a quarter.” So much the worse on 
every account; the price is too low to sti¬ 
mulate an increasing and produrctive t'dlage; 
this low price deceives us into a dangerous 
aecurity. Even suppose it to arise wholly 
from a.bountrful season, and in nothitig to 
' result from the present com laws, still by 
next August or September it will be all con- 
sumcfl, and then a month’s hard min, or 
ihmtld mildew Wight our crops in one week, 
what will be bur prospect ? how geper.ii 


will be the distress ^id pressnre of scarcity i 
to what countr)' ca.pP'we look for aid ? Upon 
imiMirt from America we cannot depend, 
even if we continue at peace with the United 
States. Thus, then,, it appears to me, that 
a due consideration of the subject brings the 
painful conviction, that we rely upon foreign 
import to an alarming and dangerous ^tent; 
that from an export of six hundred thousand 
quarters of corn annually, we have gradual¬ 
ly come to require an import of nearly a 
iniltiun and a half of quarters ; that in years 
of scarcity we depend upon foreign supply 
for nearly a fifth of our consumption, and 
that in ordinary .seasons we depend upon im¬ 
portation for a seventh par, of our subsist¬ 
ence.—Should these remarks be deemed to 
merit your attention, atid the dangers which 
I fear await us, appear of sufficient moment 
to call for serious consideration and the ap¬ 
plication of an immediate and efficaciont 
remedy, I will in another letter proceed to 
investigate the caii.sos of this fearful state of 
things, and discuss the merits of the princi¬ 
pal icmedics which have been proposed, and 
endeavour to suggest some further ones to 

the public notice.-1 am, your’s, 3rc.—— 

EnwAiiD Wakevield- Duke street^ 

treslminsler, 14/A March, 1808. 


SINKING Pt'KD. 

Sjb j -^Your correspondent C. S. (p. 

938, vol. 12,) could not find any meaning 
in those " plausible’; doubts, on which I 
ventured to ask for instnidtion, and which 
ajjpeared in yonr Register of 14th Nov. 
p. 766 j but to assist my ignorance, he be¬ 
gins by charging me with,sinister designs, 
because “ I have dragged out Ais conclusions 

before yonr readers, and left behind the 
" curtain those of Mr Pitt and Lord H. 
“ Petty,” as if such words might not have 
been omitted forsake of brevity, and of the 
adage, nuHiiis in verba. C. S. bad reduced 
their poetic calculafions into a prose brief,— 
he adopted the proof not withdut contempt 
of thei? authors ; and now he flies to his 
deified name for shelter from-the rule of 
three. His quotation!/ of Lord H. Petty’s 
quotation of Mr. Pitt’s second -sight was 
needless, for every stock-bolder had by 
rote hvw that angel confessed what he/orc- 
sau'•, (timely and well-acted copfession) 
that a nation, out of debt, must be in the 
high road to bankruptcy. C. S. goes on to 
dissipate my doubts thus : (p. 940) “-Un- 
** questionably they are ignorant of the ef- 
** fects of competition and capital,, who 
** doubt 4.be extent of the mischiefs that 
** must result from the cow/ieft/iott of fit's 
" niiliiuns with a capital of 100 m’tVlious.'* 
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It is not to the purpnup. I expressed no 
doubt ol' aiiy such thingY What 1 said was, 
that if lite (>00 millions discharged, iy 
means of ibe Sinking Fund, that such cona- 
petition cannot exist, on any addition to 
the circulating capital; therefore, your 
f^rrespondeut's colloquy between Jacobin 
and Solumun, setting the ’I'haines on lire, 
and his nine times quoted phrase of Pitt’s, are 
all alike irrelevant. i£e says, (p. t)41) *• now 
that the extensive caluinities of a soddbn 
“ extinction” (impossible) “ of the debt 
" is admitted on all hands ! !” llow, a cer¬ 
tain consequence to follow impossible pre¬ 
mises ! No,—but if it be extinguished by 
means of the Sinking lAiiul, which must 
take up before it jiays down, I doubted 
if that competition is possible. The trus¬ 
tees to the Sinking Fund have taken up 
suppose 140 millions of the Goo of debt. 
1 ask did the money which they paid away 
for those 140 * millions, cncrease the cir¬ 
culating capital or nut ? If ir did, his pre¬ 
mises are false, and if not his concluvions 
are false. C. S. asserts, that, ** anominal 
enorease has the same ettect on real mo¬ 
ney as a real encrease could have, and 
all he contends fur is that it must no¬ 
minally cncrease to the amount of the 
debt, and therefore that the real de¬ 
preciation must be in the proportion 
“ which the debt bears to the circulation.” 
This is i rrelcvant, unless it contemplates 
p.iy ment of the debt wi(Iioui the aid of taxes, 
and that the debentures in circulation ate no 
part (real or nominal) of the circulating 
capital. It has no effect on the doubts 
which I have suggested in a single sentence, 
that payment ol the GtX) millions of debt by 
means of the Sinking Fund, which is in fact 
ly mems of taxes taken out of tbe Circulating 
Capital, cannot produce any inciease what¬ 
ever. C. S. continues (page y43) we 
contend for the nominal increase on the 
well ascertained ground that if we expend 
the ulentical in the market 10 limes 
over in one day, we have nominally sent 
stlQti in that day, and therefore* depre¬ 
ciated the value of money as much as'if 
we had actually sent ^’loo at one time." 

1 know not bow such axiom is applicable, qr 
well-ascertained,’’ and confess I have my 
doubts of its truth.—Flis third sub-division 
asserts that my notion” is old, ^though 
in his first page he says that" if .it be truly 
just, it is really new,"—-but be it old or 
new, 1 intreat Mr. Cobbett himself to inform 

* I liaye tip means of ascertaining this 
atim-^nd wish Mr. Cobbett may*correct it, 
as 4 vi$W ef it^ is of great importance. 


a society of Irish, who love him because h* 
loves bis own country in earnest, whetbei* 
the Sinking Fund can by any contrivance 
take up a single' debenture out of tbe mar« 
ket until it takes the value of that deb^iture 
but of circulation, or if l40niiUioD8of debt 
already paid off, were gathered oat of a' 
pocket wiiere that siim was not. As to C. 
S. notable remedies for the ruin now i^fuil 
march, vh, “ to take peace any how—to 
“ surrender the naval dominion—to go 
“ back to wlienf oiir forefathers left us — 

** to teach our iKip^nlation the use-^of arms, 

" and xigriculture to our soldiers, &c, 8fc.’* 
(p. 94“) I only say, that it; is a pity he 
omitted the plan of that law giver called 
Gonsaiez in the 'J'empest,—“ I would by 
“ contraries execute all things—ii o_traflic 
would I admit,—no magistrate ,—lettbks 
“ should not be known,—poverty, riches, 

" none,—bounds of land, vineyard, olive, 

" none,—no use metal, wine or oil,— 

“ no ucciq>ation,—all men idle, —all,—and 
*' woman'too, but innocent and pure,— 

" treason,! knifr, gun, or use of any 
“ engine, would I not have,—but nature 
“ should bring forth all abundance to feed 
“ my innocent people.”—C. S. coiiclndes, 
show us that no real or nominal. increase 
" will take place if the national debt be 
“ paid, and tlten we shall centess our error, 

" but till then we maintain, Ac. &c.’’It ii 
not reasonabl-i for a professor of prophecy 
to throw the burden of. proof upon his 
ignorant audience. It calls to mind honest 
Swift's Tale of a Tub, and Ix)rd Peter’s argu¬ 
ment, to prove that the- baead which he 
gave his brothers fur dinner, was nut bread, 
but mutton.—I am. Sir, &c.—O sgor. 

IRRLANl). 

Thus should all our efforts be directed 
" to render the Irish willing, by making 
“ them comfortable subjects; then shall 
“ we most eftectually have succeeded in 
" opening their eyes to the evils they.bave 
“ invariaWy suffered, by yielding to sedne- 
'' tipn; then shall we have made the (leople 
loyaif ffom .tbe only principle that can 
" make loyalty sincere,-vigorous, ormtimi* 
al; a conviction that it is their true inte- 
'* rest. Tlie landed gentlemen of Ireland 
ca» alone impart this conviction, for 
" through them only can tbe lou'er orders 
•* estimate the value of the govemraent un-* 

*' der which they live; froni lhe^ must 
originate those pomforts on which, that 
" convictfon depends; they alone can de-» 

" stroy the facility of seduction; ibey alone 
can remove the disord^ for with them 
lies ihe disease aadibciwedy, wd that 
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remedy corihists in* a fair andjiuit com* 
mutation of tyihes^ in Jie grant of h pub¬ 
lic rnainteiiiiiicu lor the Catholic and Pres¬ 
byterian clergy, in a diminution of absen¬ 
tees,/ and an i;i«reased attention on the 
l^irt of resident landlords, to the weltare 
and happiness of their tenantry- What 
the clergy can do to eifect such desirable 
Greets they will do, provided the gentle¬ 
men of landed properly shew no disposi¬ 
tion to relieve one class at the expence of 
another; with the laiidli^rds therefore, it 
lies to avert the evil day from Ireland, 
and from the enijiire: they algne are 
competent te save both. Need I urge 
them more*—'tis time that they awake 
from a lethargic inactivity; 'tis tlini! that 
they look the state of Ireland fairly in the 
facCl and for their own sake at least, en¬ 
deavour to alter a line of cenduct, which 
has stamped that face with features so ex¬ 
pressive of ill usage and mismanage¬ 
ment,” * 

SiK,-1 have taken the above extract 

from an excellent Pamphlet, recently pub¬ 
lished in Dublin, entitled An Kn(|uiry into 
“ the History of Tythes, with a plan for 
“•modifying that system, and providing an 
“ adequate maintenance for the Catholic 
“ and Presbyterian Clergy,” which 1 se¬ 
riously recommend to the perusal of all 
members of parliament, or other hereditary 
oc accidental counsellors of state, and iiite- 
gtal parts of the |overnment, as a work re¬ 
plete with valuame information, clear rea¬ 
soning and itispassionate statement; and, 
therelore, of particular use, -when, as in all 
probability there will be, a talk in parlia¬ 
ment about Ireland and tythes, it is iiidis- 
pensibly necessary for the members to get a 
luncheon of information on these subjects, 
(for the pamphlet is too short to constitute a 
full meal); to the spread of instruction upon 
these interesting points, it would be injus¬ 
tice not to confeas that your, valuable Uegis- 
ter has greatly contributed. If I do not 
mistake, you were the very first who detect- 
«d the trick of the Protestant country gentje- 
men (whom you most properly designated as 
the keeuest set in the world) and exposed it 
as it deserved to be exposed. Trust me, Mr. 
Cobbett, fill thatraceof Centaurs is regene¬ 
rated—till their bestial is converted int<^. ra¬ 
tional, peitber- Catholic emanetpation, nor 
commutation of tythes vill ever -vrork the 
great work pf jjeace. Till land is let at such 
rates as ^il] enabje the tiller to feed, clothe, 
and educate his family, the Irish peasantry 
iniist remain ignorant, naked, and wretched. 
Juis well observed by a very ingenious cor* 
reapoudoui of y<#», ” tlypt there are piis- 


I “ cjilefs in Ireland, ,which no legislative in* 
“ terference can rc^ch." He is right, and the 
rapacity of squires of all .secis, and their sys¬ 
tematic grinding of the poor, is one of these 
mischiefs. Our whole Irish represenlatina 
consisting of one hundred wise and well in¬ 
formed gentlemen, who, as Fontetleile saiO 
of the French academicians, “ ont I’esprit 
^ comme quatre," joined to the equally wis» 
and well informed representation vf Eng¬ 
land, Scotland, and Wales, could not, 1 will 
venture to say, in their united wisdom, de¬ 
vise any law competent to remove this evil. 
It is intertwisted with the ver}' fibres of .a 
squire’s nature: be imbibes it from bis mo¬ 
ther, and his father incul'.'ates it aipng with 
the alphabet and the multiplication table.—• 
This is tbejjatty in Ireland (hat is most for- , 
midable to the real prosperity of the roon- 'j 
try; this is the sour halm that lornens the; 
lower classe.s into turbulence; these are the' 
people that Mr. Grattan should have pointed 
his rhetorical rockets against: be humra'd. 
and he ha’d, and ha see-sawed himself into 
a very pretty sort of an oratorical rage 
against a French party; but he should have 
been coolly indignant against the squires,. 
and proved plainly and simply that they tire 
the fountain head, from whence theregl wa¬ 
ters of bitterness flow, and that if they were 
but commonly just to the most grateful, no¬ 
ble hearted people in the world the Irish, 
the French party might either dwindle into 
dancing masters and 4?ntists, or go to Ame¬ 
rica and debate with closed ^oors (and win-* 
dows too) upon the propriety of going with¬ 
out great coats and breeches, by way of dis¬ 
tressing the Yorkshire clplhiers. What 
wretched shnflling and twisting and tempo- ' 
rizing is this! Will members of parliament 
for ever come forward ntid stigmatize the 
Irish as idle, rcbclUous and ungrateful, andyet 
conceal the real ca iscs of these curses; the 
wretchedness entailed upon the Irish by 
the landed proprietors. One honourable gen¬ 
tleman makes a very neat speech, and attri¬ 
butes 4 bU the disturbances to the tythes; 
these are* the Grattanites. Another tells the 
house that the Pope, poor man, is at the 
bottom of the riots. I’bese .nre the Redes- 
dalites; but, I have yet heard no antisquiru- 
list get up in his place, and declare boldly 
and honestly that the distractions of Ireland 
arise froip the exorbitant price of land, the 
thuinbscrewing of rack .rents, anditsruinous, 
impolitic, and inhuman expedient of refusing 
leases, disallowing the tenants right, and en¬ 
hancing the rate of farms by the horrid ex¬ 
pedient of qanting. Ry sncli infamous con¬ 
duct on the part of the laitded proprietors, 
the whole population of ilie country are ahf- 
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nated. All ^ botuk that bind tn^n to 
man, and men to their-native land are 
.snapped in twain ; the permeating principles 
oflocal attachment, that like the roots of the 
pine, make their way through the hardness 
of the barten mountain, and bind the tree 
«ven to the naked rock, are rudely extirpa¬ 
ted. Home, that dear delightful refuge of 
the human heart, is denied to the poor Irish¬ 
man,—he may be turned from one moment 
to another from the hut he has reared, 'and 
the garden he has planted. And, yet this 
creature whopi the Almighty endowed with 
every noble propensity, and generous feel¬ 
ing, shall be stigmatized as innately savage, 
intemperate, and intractable, because he 
turns upon the curs that are hunting him to 
desperation, and refuses to lick the hand 
that is raised to scourge and to torment him. 
This, Mr. Cpb.bett, is the truth—<md till the 
truth.be told in and out of parliament, 
things will proceed as they have dune, most 
disastrbusly.-' 1 really congratulate the coun¬ 
try that there is one channel yet left for the 
dissemination of truth—the Political Register 
is that channel. I will not pretend to assert 
that you are always right, but this I will af¬ 
firm from a long acquaintance with the Poli- 
ticsi Register, that it contains more truth in 
the publications of one month, than ll)e 
whole tribe of newspapers in one year; and 
I am rejoiced that you give a column now 
and then to the atFairs of Ireland; they are 
indeed in a perilous s^ite; but as the author 
from whose pamphlet I have quoted, well 
observes, " with the landlords it lies to avert 
" the evil day from Ireland, and from the 
•* empire; Uiej alone are competent to save 
** both.” I m4y trouble you hereafter with 
some further observations upon this subject, 
and throw out some hints upon the education 
of squires, which might if adopted by their 
sires and dams, prove eniineutly useful to the 
future breed. Ireland is of vital consequence 
to Great Britain, and recent events have only 
confirmed the observation of Sir-Richard 
Cox, in the dedication of his histoiy to Wil¬ 
liam and Mary-, after stating that Ireland Bad 
cost their predecessors an onspeaka'ole man 
of blood and treasure,—" but no cost can be 
too great where the prize is of such va- 
“ lue, and whoever considei s the situatiou, 

** ports, plenty, and otl^er advantages of 
** Ireland, will confess that it mpst be re- 
tained at what rate soever, because, -if it 
** would come into the enemies handt, Eng- 
** land would find it impossible to fiourisb, 
and perhaps to subsist without it.’*—I re- 
maic) &c.-s-Mai,b,— iZJeWia. 


TtTHKS. 

$ia i—Among the many letters which j 


have appeared In your Register on various 
subjects, one in yonr last, signed J. P. D. 
has, f confess, excited not a little 'surprise 
in my mind.—My object in addressing you 
(and I cbnfess I do it Vith diffidence, be¬ 
ing the first time I have ventured to’write, 
Mr. Corbett) is to notice the fallacy of 
J. P. D.’s statement with respect to tithes 
and their infiuencu on religion ; and jrv ask 
whether yon seriously think the chnrches 
are deserted, and the established religion 
suffered to declire from any such cause?—Is 
it possible, Sir, such a (lelushm can have 
siK-cessfully palmed itself on J. F. D.’s imagi¬ 
nation? Or, is not it mote probable that he has 
taken this ground, knowing How soon, above 
utbe&causes, a religious outcry will have ef¬ 
fect. It surely cannot lie difficult to trace 
the desertion of our churches to soine otHfcr 
cause. It arises out of tlie palpably notorious 
negligence of so many of iu clergy. 1 know 
the objections that exist against such an opi¬ 
nion, but I also know that you and all otlier 
honest men, Mr. Cobbett, roust conclude, 
that whilq. the majority, or at least a large 
proportion of the church clergy are deficient 
in their duty to the people committed to 
their charge, the nature and unavoidable 
consequence is, that the people, in their turn, 
should fall short in the respect due only to a 
man worthy of the office he sustains j and it 
must be equally dear, that where the min ra¬ 
ters of religion fail to stimulate by their own 
energy and example, the,religion of those 
under their care will soon degenerate into 
nothing but the name. Such being the case, 
it is to this cause principally, and not to the 
obnoxious nature of ty(lies, we are to ascribe 
the decline of our established religion, and 
the desertion of our church. I would be un¬ 
derstood to mean, by the word “ establish¬ 
ed," the form of religion in use with the 
church of England ; wr the assertion that 
real religion is on the decline, if your corre¬ 
spondent means real religion by the terms 
used, I can by no means admit. On the 
contrary, I firmly believe it to be increasing. 
—^1 do not intend entering more on this part 
of his<Ie'tter, for in that case I should eitpect, 
if you deemed my letter worthy any notice, 
you would declare your publication ndt the 
vehicle of religious communications, and 
very properly j but I could not read J.F. IPs 
irtatementg witbimt a few; remarks on their • 
fallacy, as fer as they refer to the point I 
have noticed; and though you may not ad¬ 
mit remarks on religious topics to swell your 
pagesgenendly, I have read your Register long 
enough toknowbow willing you arealways to 
expose error yourself, as wdl as afford others 
the Opportunity of doin^^t. 1 Would alio 
say j^w words on another assertion in the 
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same letter,*^. F. D. has aatdj that ** '!iii'^re 
the tithes abolished. Old England woold 
from that drcumstance become happy, 
prosperotu, and thriving," that ** onr gra¬ 
naries would always be hiled with oorp," and 
that,'under any drcumstances, we should 
.neverneed the aid of importation.,. And is 
this great and wonderful change to be ef¬ 
fected by taking from the church its tenths 
of the produce of the land, and giving, the 
value of that tenth in some other way ? I 
do heartily join in that gef^tleman’s zealous 
hope, but 1 would suggest that such au event 
from such a cause may never take place. No, 
Sir, whoever may live to see this country 
again “ prospferous and thriving," will wit¬ 
ness much mure iniportaiK dianges th^u the 
abolition of tythes : he will see our salesmen 
breatHmg the spirit of public virtue > he will 
see no factious opposition to those statesmen, 
because one set are in power and the other 
out; pensions and places will be done 
away $ and a due regard paid tu the coun¬ 
try’s rights. He will see the taxes of bis 
country lessened or more equally imposed j 
the national debt diminished, and our dig-. 
nity, as a great and independent nation, 
proudly maintained. He will see a parlia¬ 
ment pure and independent; its seats oc¬ 
cupied according to the laws j and every 
member bearing Within himself the spirit of 
impartiality, deciding according to the dic¬ 
tates of a conscientious, upright judgmeiit;, 
and not, as now,, either indolently or inten¬ 
tionally giving his yea or nay to enactments 
agreeably tu the side he sits on in the house. 
—I would not DOW. say rtiuch on the justice 
or injustice oi the mode adopted in collect¬ 
ing the tithes ; I am afraid with J. F, D. 
that too generally it is oppressive and vexa¬ 
tious : but surely in the instance be has ad¬ 
duced his friend could have easily gained 
ample compensation by other means than 
remonstrance for so wanton an. insult, so 
flagrant a breach of equity and justice.—^The 
.laws of this country must be defective In¬ 
deed, .if they permit such an outrage against 
socie^' without producing adequate punish¬ 
ment to prevem its repetition; and if they 
do provide such a rem^y, there must have 
been some defect on the part of J. F, D.’s 
friend, who could refrain from briogmgsuch 
an offender under its i^ration.— 
self known iostances where much ill will 
has arisen on the subject of tithes, but in 
many of them (f mean where the incum¬ 
bent has collected them himself) it bait its 
.origin with the person from whom the tithe 
was due, o»d not with the person claiming 
it(— I confine m^lf, of course, to England 
in my remarks, 1 am unat^uaintcd ut¬ 


terly, with this sutyeet as it r^ards Irdatid,} 
although I have always midersmod every 
thihg mat has appeared in the ^(^ister qn 
this point, (far as my recollection will car^ 
me) except the letter of J. F. B. to refjer 
only to the sister kingdom.—1 am, &c.—- 

S.A.—/rOar/oR, 15th Ftik 1608. e 

_ ' _ 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

’Euolavd and Swbvsvj—-C onvention In- 
tween his Mqjesly and the King of Sweden 

. —signed at Stockliolm on the Slh Feirua* 
ry, 1808. 

The consequences of the treaty of Tilsit, 
between Russia and France, unfolding them¬ 
selves more and more, in such a mauner.as 
to threaten Sweden with a speedy invasion, 
for the purpose of enforcing her to accede to 
the French system; and his Swedim majesty 
finding himself therefore under the necessi¬ 
ty of bringing forward, to resist its effects, 
a greater force than he has at his ordinary 
disposal, bis Britannic majesty, animated 
with the constant desire of contributing to 
the defence and security of bis ally, and of 
supporting him, by every means, in a war, 
undertaken fur the mutual interests of both 
states, has determined to give to his Swedish 
majesty an. immediate aid in money, as being 
the most prompt and efficacious, to be paid 
from time to time at fixed periods; and their 
majesties having judged it expedient, that a 
formal convention with regard to their reci¬ 
procal intentioDS, in this respect, should be 
concluded, they have lor this.purpose named 
and authorised their respective plenipoten¬ 
tiaries; that is to say—in the name and on 
the prt of his majesty the king of the Uni¬ 
ted kingdom of Great Britkinand Ireland, 
Edward Thornton, Esq. his envoy extra¬ 
ordinary and MinisUHT plenipotentiary to 
his majesty the King of Sweden; and in 
the name and on the part of his majesty 
the^King of Sweden, the Baron D'Ehren- 
heim, president of his cliaocery, and 
commander qf his order of the polar star, 
who, after having communicated to e^h 
other thSir respective full powers, have 
agreed upon the follpwing* articles 
Artide, I. His majesty the king of the 
United kingdom of Great Britain aud 
Ireland^ engages that' there shall be paid to 
his Majesty the King of Sweden the sum 
of - twelve hundred thousand pounds ster¬ 
ling, in ^|ual instalments of one hundred 
thousand pounds sterling each, per mot\|tb, 
beginning with the month pf January- of 
the present year inclusively, and to continue 
suCcesirety ia the courcc of each month, 
the first of Vhich instalments shall be paid 
on the ratification of the pieient convention 
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by his Swedish majesty.->-11. His majesty 
the King of Sweden engages on his part to 
employ the said sum in putting into rho« 
tiun« and keeping on a - respectable es¬ 
tablishment, all his land forces, and such 
part as shall be necessary of his fleet, and 
particularly his flotilla, in order to oppose 
the most effectual resistance to the com- 
mon enemies.—111. Their said majesties 
moreover engage to conclude no peace, or 
truce, or convention of neutrality, with 
the enemy, but in concert and mutual 
agreement.—IV. The present convention 
shall be ratified by the two high contracting 
jnrtios, and its ratification shall be ex¬ 
change at London within the space of 
six weeks af'ier the signature of the said 
convention, or sooner if it can be done. 
-^Separate Article. The two high con¬ 
tracting parties have agreed to concert, as 
soon as possible, the measures to be taken, 
and the auxiliary succours to be stipulated 
t«>r, in the case of a war actually taking 
place between Sweden and the powers 
her neighbours; and the stipulation which 
may thence result shall be considered 
as separate and additional articles to tliis 
convention, and shall have the same force 
as If they were word for word inserted 

therein. - 

PoRTUGSL .—Proclamation hvicdfrom the 
Office of the Seirctaty of State for the 

Affairs of Portugal. JJaled LUbon^ Dec. 

4, 1807. , 

The mlerss of this kingdom being in¬ 
formed, within these few days, that tlic 
prices of some articles of the first necessity 
h..d been raised to an exorbitant price, or¬ 
der the Senate fo check every excess which 
may in this re.spect take place, with all due 
vigilance and severity, in order that, with¬ 
out the authority of government, and with¬ 
out the most urgent motives, the prices of 
provisions roust not be raised} and the “Se¬ 
nate will, by proclamation, make this 
knuwp.—In prompt obedience to this in- 
juction, the Senat<* hereby ordains, that no 
person of any class or condition whatever, 
shall raise the prices of all or any articles of 
the first necessity, iK’yniid the rate at which 
such article, or any ot them, were sold on 
the 28th of Nov last.—And whoever shall 
transgress this order shall incur a penalty of 
8000 reis, and be conflneil in prisqn, where 
he shall remain ten days fur the first offence, 
and for the second such penalties shall be 
doubled, and such |)erson to bo prohibited 
from opening a shop, or to .sell any article 
whatever,' &c. Sec. —(Signed) Francisco 
PS Menoevz Carraise Muleo, 

Rome.— of the Secretary of State 


CardiHat Cussotd, Dated Rome Feb. 2, 
1808. 

His Holiness Pius VII. being unable to 
conform to all the demands made on him by 
the French government,*and to the extent 
required of him, as it is contrary to hts sa¬ 
cred duljes, and the dictates of his con- . 
.srience; and being thus compelled to sub¬ 
mit to the disastrous consequences ^ich 
have been threatened, and to the military 
occupation of his capital, in case he should 
not submit to anch demandsYielding, 
therefore, in all humility* of heart, to the 
inscrutable determinations of the Most High, 
he places his cause in the hand.s of tJie Al¬ 
mighty ; and being unwilling' to fail in the 
essential obligations of guaranteeing the 
rights of bis sovereignty, he has command¬ 
ed ns to protest, and formally protests in 
his o\\ n name, .ns well as in that of his suc¬ 
cessors, against any occupation whatever of 
his dominions, being desirous that the rights 
of the holy chair should remain, now and 
henceforward, niiinjured and uiitonchcd. 
As the viejr on earth of that God of Peace 
wno taught by his divine example liuiuility 
and patience, he has no doubt, but his most 
beloved subjects, who have given him so 
many repeated proofs of obedience and at- 
tacbiucnt, will make it their peculiar study 
to preserve peace and tianqnilliiy, priv.ite 
as well as public, which his Holiness exhort?, 
and expressly commands; and that, far from 
committing any excesses,, they will rather 
respect the individuals of a nation, from 
w'bom, (luring his journey, and stay in 
Paris, he received so many.flattering testi¬ 
monies of devotion and rcgaid. 

Westphalia. — Rot/al Detrce, ly which it 
is ordered that the English Goods found al 
Marburg shall be publicly burned. 

We, Jerome Napolecpn, Sec. on the 
report of our minister of justice and af¬ 
fairs of the interior, have decreed, and do 
decree as followsArt. 1. The English 
commodit'.cs, which, by orders of the pre¬ 
fect of the Wtrra, were seized on the ut 
instant; at Marbui^;, and w'hich have been 
ascerlakied to be English manufacture by 
ttie merchants and assessors of the deputa¬ 
tion of commerce appointed to make the 
inqtvry, and by the printed tiotices of the 
commercial house of Wendeker and Co. at 
Wetzlar, shall be forthwith burnt in the pub¬ 
lic placesat/Marburg-—Art. II. Pur mi¬ 
nister of justice and the aflairs of the in¬ 
terior is (ximmassioned to carry into execu¬ 
tion the present decree, which shall be ir« 
serted in the bulletin of laws.—Given In 
our royal palace at Cassel, the 5th of Feb., 
180^ and ii^tbe 2d year of our reign. 
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As to the Petition, of which the Sheridans* adveitiseinent talks, nothing cao be a more giMS decepikAi. 
T^crcis no foundation Ibr a petition; there is even no pretended foundation. The Sheridans well 
know, that it is impossible for any candidate to observe the laws of election more strictljr than Lord 
Tc^hiane has observed them. He despises, as all kis friends do, the base and contemptible attempt hCM 
m^e to cist an aspenion upon hk character. The whole is an impudent attempt at imposition. It is a 
trick whereby to get money to be pocketed by the parties. Let the contrivers be prepare, howeyeri for 
a revival of the subject.”*.-vrPoi.i tic a l Rboistlr, Vol. Xl.page 975. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. ' 

WssTMiN^TEja Election. -At the 

place, in the Register, above referred to, 
beginning at page 973 , is' the whole history 
of the promised Petition against I^nl Co¬ 
chrane's return, which petition has new 
seen its end. It will be remembered, that, 
just after the Westminster contest was over, 
there was a meeting call^, by ihe Sbericla*is 
and their friends, through the means of a 
public advertisement; that, at this meeting, 
the celebrated Mr. Jons Fuost was a lead¬ 
ing man, and that his health was given as a 
toast, by the elder Siieridan at one time, 
ahd by the celebrated Peter Moore at ano¬ 
ther time; that, at the aforesaid meeting, 
of which peter was chairman, it was re¬ 
solved to raise money, by public subscrip¬ 
tion, for the purpose of prosecuting an ap¬ 
peal to parliament against the return of Lord 
Cochrane; and, 4t is well known to ail those 
who had an opportunity of bearing the lan¬ 
guage of the Sheridans and their friends, at 
that time, that they, in the most unreserved 
manner, asserted, that they were able to 
prove, that Lord Cochrane had been guilty 
of bribery, and that they stated one particu¬ 
lar instance, wherein he gave an elector the 
sum of two guineas for his vote. I have 
referred to the passage, wherein I contra¬ 
dicted these assertions, in print; but, so 
well had the base tricksters, the green- room 
gang of impostors, the rile herid of divert¬ 
ing vagabonds; so well had they devised 
their scheme of calumny, and so industrious 
had they been in the exeention of itTHhnt, 
almost every person. With whom one spoke 
upon the subject, appeared to believe, Uiat 
Lord Cochrane would be ousted in conse¬ 
quence of the petition. Nay, tp sueb an 
extent did this belief exist, that ^some of 
the Eledors have had reverd meetings, in 
order to come to a resolution ffspecting the 
nomination of a person to be chosen in the 
room of Lord Co^mne, the wi^t for which 
they expected about ^ tenth day of this 
present month of April, lust' as laU this 


was going forward, out came the ibllowihg 
laconic report of the proceedings in ihe 
House of Commons, touching the matter 
in question. On Thursday, the 24th of 
March, “ The Speaker informed the House, 
that, as Tuesday last bad been appointed 
for taking into consideration the petition 
complaining of the last election and return 
for Westminster, and the right hon, Ri- 
chaid Biiiisley Sberiilan bad not appeared 
by himself, kis counsel, or agents, with¬ 
in one hour afler the time fixed for taking 
the same into considciation, hehadeer- 
li/ied such default to the Court of Exche^ 
quer, in order to ihe recovery of the re- 
togflwonret."——'Thus has ended this 
long promised peiitiun ; thus are the grei*B- 
room impostois exposed, for tlie thousandth 
time, to public contempt; and thus arc the 
calumnies, invented and propagated for the 
purpose of blasting the diaracter of an liD- 
nourable man, thiown back^'in the teeth of 
those from whom they had proceeded. 
But, it is right that the now undeceived 
public should be informed of some of tlm 
silent proceedings of Messrs. Sheridan, 
Fiest, and Moore, a trio not, perhaps, to 
be matched in his Majesty's dominions.-—— 
In the busine»s of the election, Meinrs. 
Dawson and Wratislaw of Warwick 
Street, Golden Square', were Lord Co¬ 
chrane’s agents. Mr. Wratislaw, to whom 
the business relating to the petition was more 
particularly committed, always was of opi¬ 
nion, that the Sheridans, notwitbstanditig 
the impoitant support ot‘ the celebrated Johni 
Frost,'would Dirt proceed to*trial, and, 
therefore, he delayed, till the last moment, 
the consultation of counsel. On Saturday, 
however, previous to the day appointed for 
the ballot, he delivered' bis briels to Mr. 
Dallas smd Mr. Warren. On the next day 
(Sunday), the celebrated John Frost, attd, 
after him. his roost wortbpr associate, Feter 
Moore, addressed very avU no^ to Mr.' 
Dawson, wte, of course, delivered them 
to Mr. Wratislaw, and the latter expressed 
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Lis respiatipn not to suffer a compromise 
upon any account, notwithstanding his very 
exalted opinipn of tlie powers of the cele¬ 
brated John Frost, ^ On the Monday ensuing 
Mr. Wratislaw called upon the worthy Peter 
Moore, be (Moore) being confined by indis¬ 
position; and, at a conference with Moore 
and Frost, it was proposed by them, that Mr. 
Moore should be the nominee of bis 
friend the Fight Honourable Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan; that he should arrange 
with the nominee of Lord Cochrane in 
striking the committee; that the petition 
should be opened ; that the counsel for the 
Right Honourable Sheridan should say, that 
facts existed to warrant it, hut that witnesses 
were absent; and that the committee would, 
thereupon, report to the House, that l.,ord 
Cochrane was duly elected, and that the 

J ictition was NOT frivolous and vexatious. 
Jut, Mr. Wratislaw, who felt, doubtless, 
that tJie honour of Lord Cochrane (who had 
reposed implicit confidence in him) was an 
object of far greater consequence than the 
seat in parliament, though for the first, and 
the only independent, city in the kingdom, 
refused ail compromise, and leil the cele¬ 
brated petition framers to pursue their ow'U 
course. On the day appointed, he attended 
the House of Commons with Messrs. Dallas 
and Warren ; and, after waiting the whole 
hour out, beard the order discbai^ed. The 
subsequent proceeding against the petitioner 
and his sureties the reader is informed of; 
and, .1 think, he will be of opinion, with 
me, that if ever forfeiture was justly incur¬ 
red, this is a case of that description.—— 
There never wasta fouler calumny than that 
which these people have propagated against 
Lord Cochrane. His Lordship was particu¬ 
larly scrupulous with respect to the money- 
matters of the election. He said to his 
agents: you know what is lawful, and 

what is not lawful, therefore, to you and 
** you only, I leave the expenditure." He 
emptied his pockets of all money, and of 
no repast, paid for by him, or hit^ agents, 
did he mtFex any one elector to partake. A 
more honourable, ind more truly noble- 
minded man, does not, in' my opinion, exist 
in the world. His life has b^n hi|herto 
■pent in scenes, wfaich tend little to qualify 
a man for the wars of fiiction; but, if he 
return in health, and with a dispocition to 
xemain in Eaglat^, the electors of West¬ 
minster, if they will be cont«it without, the 
base Batteries of the green-room, and wifi 
look to character and prini^es instead of 
ta names and profesMcmt, will, i *sim satis- 
Sfid, bate no need to go a-bunting for re¬ 
presentatives.—It has been said, and ia 


still said by many,, that Lord Cochrane wai 
sei^t ojf by the ministers; (bat is to say, 
that a skip was given him for the.purpose of 
getting hiip out of (he way; and, I perceive, 
that Mr. Faull, in a letter of his to. the 
Electors of Westminster, upon the subject 
of thegrmtto the family of L(}rd Lake, has 
been misled so far as to join in the propagat¬ 
ing of this notion, than which it is impassi¬ 
ble to conceive any thing more false. The 
ship; the frigate Imferikuse, in which hia 
lordship now is, dfid in which he has recent¬ 
ly performed a feat that would have rung 
thi^gbr all Europe, had it been performed 
by any but an English navid officer, wa 4 
given him about two years ago; previous to, 
and dliring the time of the Westminster 
election, he w'as absent by leave, on afipount 
of ilMiealth, which every one who saw 
must have perceived that be laboured under; 
and, - when his leave of absence was expired, 
he went again to se;i, as a matter of course^ 
and,indeed, as a matter of necessity,unless he 
had chosen to quit the service, a step, which, 
upon no occasion, did he ever promise to 
t^e; nor did he, upon any occasion, as far 
as I have observed, say any thing, tending 
to encourage an expectation that lie would 

take such a step,-^Tlie elder Sheridan 

took almost daily opportunity, during the 
election, to attribute the piomotion, or, 
rather, the marked preference, which Lord 
Cochrane had experienced, to parliamentary 
interest, that is to say, to eorruption. But, 
surely, the distinguished merit of riry Lord 
Cochrane; not his great bravery, perhaps, 
for that is common, 1 think,-to all our naval 
officers; but hisconsummate and well-known 
skill in all the parts of his profession ; hia 
exemplary sobriety ; his indefatigable appli¬ 
cation ; that spirit of enterprize which haa 
constantly animated him, and the effects of 
which have been so grievously felt by the 
enemy : surely tliese might account for bia 
having had, though a yonng man, a cruiz¬ 
ing station so oRcn allotted him, a station 
for which bis qualities and endowments so 
eminently fitted him. He haa had admira¬ 
ble *'^uckf they say.. Such men as bis 
lordship generally have adfnirable luck, aa 
have also sober and early-rising and int^i- 
gent farmers. Such men have always better 
crops than the common cun of their neigh¬ 
bours ; their cattle thrive better; and, straxgat' 
to say, they have finer weather for their s^- 
tiroe and harvest. It is the same by aea as 
it is by bindt. 

tbioga aaacadents and mifor tunes and ill- 
luck; but, the sluggish bavetHair share of 
these aa vreil as the active, and the former 
have, besides, t» tubnit (o the natural ceft« 
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Rcqaences of their sluggnhness. A ship-is 
a sort of animate being, moved, by the mind 
of the commander; and, if he he a slug¬ 
gard, no matter frpra urlnU caus^ his ship 
will.do bat little, In this view of the 
thing, of how mach importance'is it, that 
• a proper selection of commanders, and 
particularly of cruizing -commanders, 
shdlitd be made ? —— Where, indeed, 
it would be difllcult, if not impossi¬ 
ble, as in the case of the younger Sheridan, 
to point out any public merit, then, the pre¬ 
ference given to the party may be fairly at* 
trJbuted to corrnption} but, not so* in the 
case of my Lord Cochrane, who has devoted 
his life to the naval fervic^, and who'may be 
cited as a striking CKample of success, arising 
from 1ms merits.-r—As a member of parlia¬ 
ment, too, he has merit far surpassing that 
of almost any other man that I know. He 
entered the House of Commons under a 
pledge, given In the face of the natio.i, that 
he'never would, as long as he lived, accept of 
any sinecure or emolument, either for him¬ 
self or any relation or dependenf; and that 
he never would touch the public money, in 
any way but that of his profession as a naval 
officer. His motion respecting places, pen¬ 
sions, and emoluments, held by members of 
the House of Commons, or by their relations, 
was of the greatest public importance; it 
required courage as great as any that he ever 
displayed at sea, to bring it forward ; he was 
sure to have an unaccountable host against 
him ; he was sure to leave scarcely any man 
or woman of fashion his friend; yet he did 
bring it forward, aUd did most excellently 
expose the corrupt views of the contending 
factions. One would have thought, that, if 
there liad been some few of ihe electors of 
Westminster who sincerely distrusted his 
public principles, that the bare making of 
this motion must have done away their dis¬ 
trust; but, amongst men, who are capable 
of being cajded by the fulsome flattery of 
the green-room, little good is to be expect¬ 
ed.——After ail, however, I should cer- 
tainly have preferred a member, who could 
have been constantly iuthe House of I^m- 
mons. where, and where only, rood is to be 
.done, if it be to be done at all; hut, I great¬ 
ly prefer Ldrd Cochrane's'appearance there 
ence in two years, to the constant attend^ce 
' of any unprincipled or timid man. 

Americak States.— a persbn, 
whote opinions and statements have been 
coflttadicted with so much positiveness and 
acrimony, as mine, with tegard'to theef^ts 
of war upon the Ametican States^ it might; 
realioaably be pernfitted to indt^eegood- 
la the producing of prb«£), as they^nre- j 
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serft themselves, .of the correctness of those 
opinions and statements. Nor will 1 pre>. 
tend, that 1 am not actuated, .,fa great part,' 
by this motive, in making the extracts, 
which I am now about to insert from the- 
late Americaii newspapers. I love to see 
my opinions confirmed by events,* and who 
does not, espedaUy when they have been 
treated with contempt and ridicule ? In .an¬ 
swer to all the alarm, which tlie Morning 
Chronicle and the Barings and the Boscoes 
have been. endeavouring to excite in Uie 
minds of the people, relative to a war with 
America, I have said, and, I think, proved, 
that, without utter ruin to Uie union of 
America, she cannot make war agaimt Eng¬ 
land. She is not yet at-war ; she is at peace, 
but has adopted one of the measures, the ef¬ 
fects of which would have been produced by 
war; and now let us hear, from her own 
]ip.s, what a state she has been placed in by 
this one measure,—The fiwt extract I shall 
take comes from the New York Evening 
Part of the 5th of February. " Look herd 
upon thispirturet” —A late Vice President 
of the United States tried for treason. 
The Chief Justice accu.sed by the e.xecu- 
tive of m^l-administration of the laws. A 
senator under trial for being a party in the 
"treason. The commander in chief under 
** trial on a charge of being a Spanish Pen¬ 
sioner. The writ of Habeas Corpus de¬ 
stroyed. The civil magistrate put down; 
not with impunity Slone, fent applause, by 
a military commander! The country oa . 
the eve of war with Great Britain, with 
Prance, and with' Spain ! The nation dri¬ 
ven to an act of suicide^y the embaigo, 
passed by a republican congress, and to 
use the mildest reproach, without know¬ 
ing why or wherefore. The nation 
weighed down with calamity, and implo¬ 
ring in vain to finow the reason. The 
ruthless hand of destruction upon them, ' 
and every one reviled who does not ap¬ 
plaud »t! I'liey look for reasons, and 
they 3fe told of confidence ! We ask for 
bread and they give ^s a stone ! From. 
such liberty and such republicanism good 
Lorddeliver us!"—Yet, observe, read¬ 
er, that I have been set down for ai^ enemy 
of libertVi because I expressed my abhor¬ 
rence of the American government. Will 
my accusers believe what the Amerrcaiw 
themselves saypf tbi3.jtbeir famous liberty ? 

J know them to bel^he slaves ot' mean up¬ 
start' pettifogging lawyers^ with here aiid 
there a 'cute bleeding doctor ; but,- if yott" 
will not believe me, .will you believe them¬ 
selves ? Or do you choose to set them down 
as liars; because they confirm what I have 
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said.?- -Tb^ next extract is from a New 
England papcr^ the Connecticut Cowant. 

‘ Aktchants stand idle in the stieeH, in- 

* quiring if there is any news from Wash- 
‘ ington. They fwl Uie loss of their busi- 

* ness; the stagnation of commerce, and 

'* ask what does all this mean ?■;-The 

' AJechaiiic is obliged to dismiss liis journey- 
' men—his customers deseit him, or call to 

* tell him thcf cannot pay him on account 

* of the embargo,——The Farmer finds no 

* market for his produce. His notes given 
' for land will be due in the spring. To 

* raise money, his oats, hay, and corn, weve 

' to be sold, but nobody will buy,-^The 

'' poor Sailor —generous, honest, and un¬ 
suspecting, lies on his oars. His last 
shilling is gone to aid a distiessed'ship- 
matc, and there is not a shot in his locker. 
Poor fellow—he wants but little, nor 

that little long," but be can't understand 

why the sliip's aground-All—all are 

exdniming wliat do all these things mean? 
Congress have laid an embargo. They 

“ have bound their fqllow-citizens, hand 
** and foot. They will not condescend to 
** tell the people their reasons for this mea- 
** sure, so important, so unexpected, so 

** pregnant with mischief-People of 

** America—look at your situation—ask 
" your leaders of l)otli parties why the times 
** are so changed ? You love your country 
—you seek her true interest—you will 
" submit patiently tojlie losses for the good 
" of the publid; but you wish to inow what 
great benefit is to be derived from the 
embargo ? You ask in vain. All !s si¬ 
lence and dar]cncss. You arc command¬ 
ed by the administration to submit. In¬ 
deed passive obedience and non-resist¬ 
ance is your only duty.My country¬ 
men ; be not deceived. If the embargo 
originated in wisdom, it will bear a strict 
** examination—tliere should be no scfcrets 
on a subject so deeply interesting to the 
** prosperity of the people—there can be no 
good reasons for silence and darkness.— 
** Legislatures may applaud this* measure, 
but the people want something more snb- 
" stantial than the applause of hirelings be- 
fore they acquiesce.”—Did I 'not say, 
that this wotdd be tboease? Did. 1 not give 
my reasons for saving so ) And dfd not the 
Morning Cbrentcle and its herd American 
writers abnse me for to saying ? Did they 
not threaten iii that ^merira would starve' 
the West Indies, and did 1 not answer, that 
she must starve heriidf.^rrf .*—1 said, be¬ 
sides, in £ase of war, pray shut^up the Ama- 
ncans, and picclaim, that any State whkdi 
will openly throw off Rm authority of the 


President and his .governm%nt, sholt have 
free trade. Let any one read the following 
article, and then say, whether my advice 
was not good—*' In Marblehead, that 
“ wonderfully patriotic ’’town, there has 
" been sagfietbing very ndueb like mobbing. 

" The fishermen collected in a body to the . 
" number of two or three hundred, set all 
" the bells a ringing, and paraded tbnii^h 
" the hreets j then repaired to the stores of 
" those tnerchauta who supply the fisher- 
" men, and takd*their fish, demanded pay 
" for tlie fibli, or the value in such artides 
" as they wanted. On being told it was not 
“ possible to nay them, and ,tbe fish were 
" on hand and could not be sold, and that 
" they were not kble to supply them with 
the articles they demanded, the fishermen 
entered the stores and took such articles 
as they could find, allowing the owners to 
take an account of them. It is said 

some opened desl^ and took money.* . 

They.went to the wharfs and seized 
wood, which they divided among them 
and carried it to their houses. The 
leading democrats took great pains to 
quiet them, and hush up the matter, to 
prevent its going abroad. We are told 
the fibhermeu at Cape Ann are about to 
take the same course. There they are al¬ 
so almost to a man democrats. Before 
next May these fishennen, as well as ‘a 
numerous class of mechanics, must be in 
real distress. The Si\})plementary Em¬ 
bargo Bill, permitting the fishermen to 
go out, will aftWd little or no iclief, for 
the fish will be of no value wheo taken, 
nor will the owners of vessels fit them 
out. We are told that good fish which 
were selling at 3' and 4 dollars per quin¬ 
tal, can now be bought for 1 dollar and 
50 cents per quintal, and few that will 
purchase at this price."——Marblehead 
is a sea port town in the Slate of Massachu- 
set's Bay. The wharfs are the receptaclet 
for fire-wood, brot^bt down the rivers and 
along the coast. The fish was generally 
sent to the West Indies, to Portugal, Spain, 
andr*^ thf Mediterranean. The fisliermen 
are vey numerous, and, without a maiket 
for their fish, they must nearly starve, 
forming, as they do, no inconsiderable* 
m of the whole of the community in 
that district; and, let it be observed, that,* 
if they do not export, tltey have no market 
atoll.. There is no lame community to 
CQO>e and take the fish on their fiands. All 
is a^gnant at once. Ilie effect is as sudden 
aa that of a ltarricane.*r—various parts 
of these newsrajpers, we have descriptions of 
fbUures. in traoe and credit. Fear banks 
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have stopf)e(t ment. tTh^ newspaper of it ceakt bare known its place, ^at, niiirt 
Norfolk, in Vir^^nki, that tcene of miaous needf be a great natfon j it must ne^s We 
treatment towards oarnaval officers, aajrs; ittdispntesj iimustneeds Whig; itmust 
** However incredible it may appear, we needs show the world tb«^ it coaid be tnso- 
** hfve it from good authority mat Major rent/ when it tiiooght the old lion was expi* 
** a Notary Public of Charlestown, ring, it most needs come with its hQof.<»>« 9 |, 
** made lately 1200 dollars in the course of Mr, A, B. of the Morning Chronicle (that 
*' one day by profosttag notes! i is, I suppose, Mr. Alexander Baring) told 

thinl.will add the petition of 26g seamen to us about the danger to be apprehended from 
the Mayor of B^timore, in Maryland; the foilnre of supplies of eem from America. 

Your petitioners shewetb, that by reason Mr. Youso (and f thank him for it) hasto)d 
" of the embargo, (hey ai% reduced to the us, that the corn we get from (hence was not 
necessity of applying to your Honour for worth maitiontng) and, I the reader to 
relief. Many of us are now in arrears to observe, (hat, wuh all the ports of all the 
our landlor4|i, and our prospects are bad, corn’countries in the world shut against ns, 
as we are incapable of gaining a support and at the end of five years of war, indeed, 

' by any other means- than by our prbfes- teen yean, with only ten months exception, 
o " Sion .as seamen. We humbly pray of ufha^ is nxteen pounds a load, and has not 
your Honour to assist os in this our dis-*] risen in price, in consequence of the ^op« 

" tressed sitnation, and your petitionera, as ping up of the phanneh ojt importation. But, 

** in duty bound, will for your Honour and as I told Mr. A. B. before, America cannot 
for the prosperity of ll^p Port of Baltiitjore exist without the importation of rum, sugar, 

** always pray.”——From petitioning 4hey and ufoallens. These things the people will 
will come to demanding, and then, lile the have, or they will destroy the government, 
fishermen of Marblehead, they will proceed The «i;Ao/s of the revenue of the state arose 
to robbeiy and open seizure. In short, fioin a taxu]x)n goods imported. This is 
anarchy stares the government full in the gone. All gone. It cannot retnro bat with 

face, and that, too, at the same time, and a state of peace} and, I leave the reader to 

from the same cause, that the sole source of guess, whether it is likely to collect internal 
pullic revenue ts totally driedup. And, this taxes from merchants and formers and fish* 

is the nation that was to btdly Englaiul! ermen, whose affairs are in the State de< 

This is the nation who joined the French and scribed in tho above quoted paragraphs.—* 
tbevassals of the Czar of Muscovy m toast* The embargo, which has pranced such 
ing " ihe libei ty oft the seas T This is the alarming symptoms in America, stiems to 
nation, n. the sound of whose hostile voice ; have had very little effect in "this country, 
the English trulent was to be bidden under w hich that embargo was intended to punish, 
those waves, which, for to many ages, it had You hear no one crying out for want of ere* 
ruled! This is the nation, whose chief had ditorof employment. The American era- 
the audacity to demand of us the surrender bargo is scarcely,ever mentioned, any where; 

of our right to searcli for our owu seamen, and. I'll engage, that, out of the fifteen mil* 

and to whom, it is but too evident, the late lions of people, 'in England, Ireland, and 
ministers would have made that surrender! Scotland; there are not more than ^If a 
I think, we shall have peace, and a lasting million, who, at this moment, know that 
peace, with America j but, if we have, it there Is an embargo in America. • Mr. Rqs* 
will be owing wholly to the resolution coe, indeed, and bis rabble of merchants and 
w'hich the ministers have demonstrated, not car*mea at Liverpool, to the uumbet of 
to yield to their demands: 'for. I know their three thousand, it seems, have met aod petU 
disixisition well, and I most sfiionsiy declare tioned about paMie, introduciogi at the end 
m^ belief, that, if suflered to proceed fmai of a long strisf of uouieaiiiiag fiummery 
demand to demand, thw would not cease about ** attactanent to bis Majesty's person- 
till they came to demand the crown from and foroUy/'an expression, relating to Abie- 
the king's hea(L-----We have here an ex- rica, that bespeaks a mind of mere childhood, 
ample ^he like of which is not nofrequently They Say s trusting (hat, by a firm and 
foet with amongst individuals) of a nation, dignifbdfpbut, at tbefsame time, concilia- 
broitght to the brink of destnwtion nterely teiy conduct lowattds hostile and neutral 
by its arrogfince and insolence. It stood in states, yowf'Mqjos^ will be enabled not 
n'r/'d of no concession from os} itwaaoanj'* oulyto waiokite ffio oobroken rela* 

ing on a third part of the commerctr of we. tlons of peace tmd amity with a power 

whole world, notwithstandlnr theejwrciso aettrly cwrafcted‘sm'M nf htfthd ties 
of oiw maritime’rb^. It wwiast increasing ' ** emntdtt and an -imvantageore 

in iv^tb and population. It w?ia happy, 1* | ** cemro^iPcfel infonciMursei bat to restoto et 
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” an early period, to ypor &itbful subject'*, 
'** and to the world at large, the blessing# of 
a secure aod lasting peace." A tolerably 
well'rounded sentence} but what U the sense 
of it ? If they are npt hypocrites j if they do, 
as they say they do, rely upon “ his IVJajes- 
^'s wisdom and justice and paternal regard 
for his people," why this petition ? Had,they, 
indeed, said that they thought the king ill* 
advised, and that they,.hoped he would listen , 
to them, and alter the course he is at present 
going on in ; then there would have been 
some sense in what they said. What signi¬ 
fies their coming with all manner of praises 
in their mouths, and udth ten-times-repeat- 
ed assurances of their attachment to the 
king, not forgetting their readiness to sacri¬ 
fice their lives aod fortunes In dtfeifce of hit 
^ person and family 9. He must ktve laughed 
heartily at this petition, if he ever read it, 
or heard it read. Silly stnlf! I wonder bow 
any-man, having the smallest pretension to 
understanding above that of the mere well- 
dressed rabble, should have been induced to 
put his name to it. Why this eternal pro¬ 
fession of attachment to the king’s person 
arid family ? Why this upon all occasions ? 
There may be occasions when such profes¬ 
sions are proper, and eveM necessary; in an 
address, for instance, at a time when a plot 
against the king’s perkin, or finnily, may 
have been discovered •, at a time when trea¬ 
son, or insurrection, is on lout j at a lime 
wb^n invasion is honily expected; but, 
what in all the world hove such professions to 
tlo with t!ie concerns of u shipper of goods, 
or those of a callico-printer? Yet noue of 
these people can send up a representation .of 
their suftl-iiiigs, feal or pretended, unaecom- 
pajited with expressions of the most tender 
personal regard for the king, which, to,say 
nothing of' tile flagrant hypocrisy of such ex¬ 
pressions, di.«cover a vauity liuly disgusting. 
The silly fellows seem .to conceit, tliat ^cy 
become exalted by the act of iffritiHg to the 
king. UkeJusticeShallow, they appear to 
tbiuk, that they are, ail at once, ma^ rela¬ 
tions of the royal family-' Thseir vanity gets 
the better of their at%er, and, instead of a 
bitter complaint, ,n|f comes a mawkifhiip«*w* 
'gyricknpoh the kin,g'OTd coiistitatlon^r— 
■\Vhal 1 chiefly iiiteitd^ tuMtep, 
was Mr. llohCoe’s (for % k to.have 

d'awn up liie petitidn) fij^, 

'* the ties ' of com^an^ 'arigin^v^^, ^ 
nearly ronnect Us wjtb AtaerKa^.^^tf^rjIr 
ther. this was yuentM" as 
induce the kiiigtg adopt ©dpi 

conduct tOw’4r^,,4i,C8eHca;'■^to,d8t^!^^^^ 

. gn'-ded as a mereie^|rf^tiVien 
in for 


tenep- wliat Mr. Roseoe regaled tuHaldy 
long, tf the. former, I would iwk Mr. Ros^ 
coe, whether be be infornat^ of any one m* 
stand^^^of any one eapreaaiba or, act-, where* 
by the Americans have»tmtified towards 
England, their respect for those “ ties of 
common origin," which he pretends pow 
cpnneci the two countries ? Those who are 
connected by ties of gommon origin, gene¬ 
rally discover a love for each other by mufoal 
acts of kindness, which they do not, i n the same 
way and d^ee, jdtow towards the rest of 
the world. . None of these acts has America 
ever been able to bring herself to adopt with 
regard to England. She hasy on the contra¬ 
ry, constantly showp a partiality for the 
enemies of England,- The misfortunes of 
England have always been a subject of open-r 
ly expressed joy from one end of her Statea 
to the other; and the good fortune of Eng¬ 
land has been with her a subject of sorrpw, 
not less openly and generally expressed. 
Nay, such Is the idea which the Americana 
have of ihosd tender ties of common origin, 
of which the sage Mr. Roseoe speaks, that 
they, in order to obliterate even the memory 
of that origin, have devised for themselves a 
tutelary saint of the savage race, named, 
from God knows what cause, SAINT TAM¬ 
MANY! And, they keep tlie anniversary 
of this saint, in the same manner that the 
Irish and Scotch keep the anniversaries of 
St. Patrick and' St. Andrew', and that the 
English, when abroad, keep that of St. 
George. At this festival they repeat Odes in 
praise of themselves (all of their own making); 
they sfog songs, t btougb their nose; t hey smoke 
large twists of tobacco, 'after the fashion of 
the savages; and they get as diunk as ever 
St, Tammany Of any of his forefathers did. 
In a day or two after, yon see all their three 
' or four hundred newspapers filled with a de- 
thil’ of the proceedings of the folly-stricken 
wretches, andyou are 'sure to find, that,, at 
each meeting,' there has been one or more 
curses unaniinonaly bestow'ed upon England. 
And yet Mr. Ro^oe would fain, persuade the 
Kiiig, that, in bis conduct towards America, 
hei gi^ht to bear in mind^ ", the ties of 
**origin wh'fch eonbect the two 
‘' \otfti|j!pIea.," yerfly this is a very silly politi¬ 
cian, th.oiig|i"he' has written a most elegant • 
and roost excellent poem. The truth is, 
tliaf the revolution of Aiuerieayiras injurious , 
Id its pe^le in varioua tvays; l^ut, in no 
^ wayao nfoch os in that of depriving them of 
an ancestrv* Man ho| <^ly looks forward, 

f bt pply :dtljfifosfoiure,lh h» childceh.^hrfo 

|s ffroe. l^^thiClI^blf V • 

foye- 

; I: 'or 'a 
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graodfatber, ^ a great grandfather, ofwh(»e «», that 1 perpetnaUy reminded them of* 
character or whose deeds,'or ^bpse existence the greatness of England, and* forenr^rne^ 
at least, be can speak of; not having neither, them of the consequence of provoking her 
he desires a camtr^ of long standing, to hostility. They knew that I spoke the 
'which he can say he belongs, or trom which truth $ and it was because they felt the truth, 

. he Can say he is descended. Of alt tlie na* that they sought revenge.-~~A.menc 8 haa 
. tural propensities of the human mjnd no one long been boasting of her populatUtn, Itda 
appears to be more general than a veneration probable that ^ now equals England in that 
ancient things. This is a feeling, of resp^t. But, where is the equality in point 
whid'i the Americans have been deprived, of force ? 'WTien they used 50 remind nje. 
The) are a nation without forefathers, with** that, in the course of twenty years, they 
out renown, and witboua a history. Hiey should have 0 populaticw equal to ours, f 
have no monunieut' of antiquity, to which always begged them to bear in mind, that 
to 'loint; no memorial of past,events; salt-^tre and charcoal and sulphur and iron 
ncHbing round which to rally; no name, and brass and hint and wood were very 
fame, or character to preserve. This, I impotent materials when lying scattered here 
tbiiik, has been the great cause of that total and there, but, when formed into a cart- 


want of principle, which, every one says, 
has befen creepir^ in upon them ever since 
the commeiicement of the revolution. They 
feci tlie deprivation of which we have been 
speaking, and, in their invention of a tutela¬ 
ry saint and the Ordet of Cincinnati, they 
liave discovered their desire to supply the 
want of what they have lost. But these are 
miserable inventions. It is a vue mockery 
to see' a fraudulent shop-keeper, who took 
up arms for the purpose of resisting the first 
demands of his creditors, assuming the name 
of an old Roman, who, after having saved 
his country in war, returned again to the 

« . These tricks do not satisfy even 
raericans themselves. They hate 
England, because she has all her greatness 
the same as she had before their revolution. 
Ibey hate, in a less degree, the whole of the 
old nations of. th$ world. They rejoice at 
revolution and destruction, wherever it takes 
place, If their wish were accomplished, 
there would be left inexistence no establish¬ 
ment of more than twenty years standing; 
the pride of ancestry, the example of noble 
deeds, the records of genius, of wisdom, and 
of virtue", would all be annihilated ——The i 
cause of their malice towards England lies, 
then, very deep. It is not be removed ; 
and, we have nothing but oitf power to pro* 
teci us gainst the hostility, which win be 
continual^ therefrom arising. 1 hav^fteo 
laid to them : ”Tou are free, as yo^say. 
You boast of your triumph over us. Yaar 
happy revolution has been accomplished. 

** You have got ffom tts all you aske^ for. 
You have, you say, reduced us to a little 
nation, 'Well, th^,'.,jrhy do you still 
*• hate us } why afe lueh *^t»s taken to rear 
t* up your i^s df children' to curie ns; 

« wbyaotb^o4r pn u4 yo^P%> 

** Icsist, your eonAntpi^* Th«^ were never 
fjble to< answer me; apdthe pritidpl'eaase 


ridge and a musquet, they became formida¬ 
ble means of either protection or destruction; 
that their nation would still continue to be 
(he scattered materials, and that England 
would continue to be the loaded musquet. 
They may MOit?, p«*rhaps, recollect some of 
my sayings; but, I am afraid, the recollection 
will only tend to harden their hearts, and, not 
having me within the reach of their coward¬ 
ly revenge, iuduce them afresh to persecute 
my friends, for which persecution the pub¬ 
lic distresses will, If their embargo continue, 
•supply them with pretences in abundance. 

Genehau Whitblocke.— The trial of 
this gentleman has, for nearly three months' 
past, been, for the public attention, a for¬ 
midable rival of the motions for papers and 
of Angelica Cabilinf. The. two former are 
now at an end ; but Angelica, by her con- ■ 
tinual refreshers to those worthy gentlemen, 
who instruct the English people, through 
the columns of the news-papers, appears to 
be rasolved not to let go her hold of the 
ass’s ears. The green room tribe have here¬ 
tofore been content with puffs in the third 
person, sometimes singular and sometimes 
plural; but, Angelica, apparently despising 
this English sheepishness, boldly comes 
forward in the* first person ringular, and 
claps her name at the bottom of the bulie- ' 
tins, in*wh!ch she defaiti to the well-dressed 
vulgar, the rise and pregress of all her quar¬ 
rels and all her ailing : tt is quite a mercy 
that she fotb^ars to go into other particulars. 
——The General's trial was, I must confess, 
very little interating to me. I w'as glad, 
that we did not possess Buenol Ayres, and 
that fot Ihe reasons, which I stated it the 
tip?*; apdj though t was very sorry for^tbe 
loss of the mfs, 1 was not ode of those, 
whp, withtmt any proof, concluded that 
the ftult was whdiy in the cemmandsa',—•— 
Aa.to t* f^ukr cfoawwr," I do not 
^ had gay etn&ie 
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popular ciy against him was loud and geoe- 
ral it is certain | but, so it always is too 
against a famons robber, or murdeier; yet, 
we do not Oonciude that the latter is innocent 
for that reason, nor? that he has, when con¬ 
demned, had an unfair trial. The public will, 
add ou^t to, thiuk, upon such subjects, 
and,'it will, of course, express its opinion. 

- .T he chief thing to be noticed, is, the 

deplorable ignorant e of the military prtfes^ 
sion, which, it has been made to appear, 
existed in the army sent on the eUp^ition 
to South America. But, how can it be 
otherwise, when we consider the motives, 
whence, in general, military officers are 
promoted ? If the same system had pre¬ 
vailed in the French army, for the last fifteen 
years, France, instead of being the con¬ 
queror of Europe, would have been parcelled 
out between the several kings and princes, 
whom that army has dethroned.——General 
Whitelockc appears to have acted the part of 
a conceited man j a man full of himself; a 
man overbearing and vain j but there is not, 
in ray opinion, the smallest room for sus¬ 
pecting him of'any evil intention. That his 
sentence is just is pretty evident; there can 
be little doubt of his being wholly unfit to 
serve in the army; and, there can be as 
little doubt of fats being unfit hfore, as well 
as since, the expedition to South America. 

— —" ^ow that he has failed, the question 
cqmes,who selected him for the service?" 
Some say, Mr. IFindhajn ; others the Duke 
of York. It is ‘asserted, on one side, that 
Mr. Windham forced him upon the Duke, 
and, on the other side, that the Duke 
forced him upon Mr. Windham. Both 
assertions are, f am .well assured, false. 
Who it was that first mentioned bis 
name, as a fit person for the command, 1 
have not heard; but, 1 have beard, and 
fiom very good authority, that the appoint¬ 
ment Was determined on in conseyutnce’of 
the strongest recommendations, signed hy 
several ^ the first officers in the military 
service. This being the fact (and the reader 
may rely upon its being so), the of my has 
nothing to complain of, at any rate; for, if 
the choira was a bad one, the flinlc rests 
with the army.—There never would have 
been any dispute as to this point, bad it not 
been fur the workings of Action. Those 
who send out expeditions are by nq means 
answerable for the conduct of the officers. 
To make a good choice is the duly of Uioae 
who ohoQse; but, they must, in most cases, 
1>« det^mined by the judgment of others; 
and, if an officer presents fiimself recom¬ 
mend^ by men eminent In Ae ^rvice, the 
respouilbility fioei certainly lie upbp' those 


who give the recommendation.-^—In the 
circqlar letter, sent, by order of the Duke 
of York to the army, Uie passage which ex* 
presses bis Majesty’s consolation upon reflec¬ 
ting, that ^ch disgraces as that of fiuenoa 
Ayres have never before happened to 'his 
army (or wofds to that amount) gave me 
gteat pleasure ; for, some how or other, it 
.had, previous to the reading of that letter, 
run in my head, that there had been. in. 
some instances, affairs of nearly the same 
sort; and, at tfafi hearing of the inten¬ 
tion of trying General Whitelocke for 
his thought the general might well 

exclaim, in the language of Macbeth, ** such 
'* things have been d^one before, and men 
•• slept*quietly in their beds!" It did seem 
to me, that I had a fiiint recollection, of an 
affair, which happened while I was .from 
England, in which a gcn«‘ral, after having 
been beaten in his attempt upon the interior 
of a country, retreat^, with all convenient 
speed, to the spot where he bad first landed, 
and there entered into a capitulation to eva¬ 
cuate the c<ymtry in so long a time, and to 
give up a great number of prisoners, before 
taken, and elsewhere taken, from the ene¬ 
my, by whom he had been beaten. I 
thought I heard of this; but, the circular 
letter of the Duke of York led me to believe, 
that it must have been a lie, invented by 
those sad rogues, the news-paper printers in 
America; a belief, in which I was confirm¬ 
ed, when I came to reflect, that I iie\er, 
upon the occasion alluded to, heard of any 
court-martial, or even of any court of in¬ 
quiry) nay, of no Womc. whatever, in any 
of the abominable and detestable news-pa¬ 
pers, who have been so ready to set np a cry 
ppon the present occasion.——I am not at 
all sorry, observe, for the sentence ujion ge¬ 
neral. Whitelocke: I wish, with all my soul, 
that EVERY one, who has brought disgrace 
upon the army of England, whether through 

bis cowardice or his stupidity, was. 

not hanged, or shot; for no man can help 
being a coward or a fool; no man can help, 
if such be bis weakness, hiding his head, 
wbeQrtsnolher looks him full in the face; no 
man esn, if he be half an ideot, bdp dri¬ 
velling upon bis frill and upon tha collar of 
bis coat; but, any man can help wearing a 
sword and receiving (he public money, as a 
military officer, when he ought to be wheel¬ 
ing a barrow, and to become, himself, as 
soon as conveniefit* a wbeel-barro^y full of 
carrion. No, not hanged, or shot; but I 
would have EVERY such man cashiered; 
because, as fait ROYAL HIGHNESS THE 
DUKE OF XpRK eays, in his exodlent 
circiaar }$uer, the bo g 
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** lasting menorialof ihe.ConsaqtienceSi to 
** lahicb officers ex^e themselves, who, ^ ip 
** the discharge of the iaiiportaot duties ctai' 
" fided to them, are deficient in that zeal, 
** judgment, and pirsenal exertidi, which 
thar sovereign and their country have a 
,** right to expect from officers entrusted 
• ** with high commands." 

31st March, 1808. 

NATIONAL DBFBMCB. 

Sir )—As the ^awfol day seems fast ap« 
preaching when England must be fought for 
on English ground, it becomes us tp con* 
aider on what principle we are to build our 
defence^ that'is, wliether on that of an 
armed people, or that of a standing aamy; 

. or, in jOther words, whether as a nation 
under a'free, or under an arbitrary govern¬ 
ment. In this inquiry, we most guard 
against being misled, by a sort of mixture 
of these difrerent systems which there may 
appear to be in our military establishments. 
To this end, we have only to distinguish, 
which of the principles the government act 
upon as fundamental and permanent; and 
which they merely tolerate as collateral and 
subsidiary.'—-The difterence between the 
two systems may be tolerably well illustrated, 
by what has fallen within our own expe¬ 
rience in the last sixteen years.—^France 
when attacked in had r.ot a single 

friend to draw a sword in her behalf; while 
a confederacy wa^ soon formed against her. 


whereof *Million8 

The Italian States had a population of 13 

Austria... 23 

The Netherlands ncaily. 2 

Holland and ceitain German States 

above. 7 

Prussia. 8 

Russia. 36 

And England. 15 

Making an aggregate of.104 

The following States looked on, 

Switzerland with. 2 

Denmark with... 

Sweden with. 3 

Saxony with.. 2 

Portugal with. 2 

And Spain wjth. 

Making another aggregate of.22^ 


France* from the then recent fhll of the 
old government, and the tottering infiiocy 
of the new, was, in the imagination of her 
hunters, already divided a« a spoil. They 
A>q(ily thought thpy had only tonsterhff 


te^Htoiy, andi evt^ one to take his ai^lib* 
ed share in the division. But these pedi^ 
chma wholly overlmAed one material 
cumstance. They totally forgot that, when 
they conibdersted, Frances tyas free. Feeble 
as was her govamment, unprepared as weie 
her people, yet the nation, because of iti^ 
freedom, was radkxdly strong. The con^ 
.toderacy called forth this strength, the 
magnitude M the assault rouxra all the 
energies of defence. We know the issue. 
And we likewise know, that the present 
ruler, by the qileodour of victories, by 
quartering bis armies on his enemies and 
auxiliaries, and by flattering the oatimial 
vanity, bar preserved in full vigour under 
his military government, that enetgy which 
originated in lib»ty.—Now, Sir, when 
France turned upon her pursuers and hunted 
them ill her turn, we see on all occasiona 
apisspe the reverse of that of her own suc¬ 
cessful defence ,* and for this plain reafen, 
that the invaded nations were not free. We 
have seen all these states in succi^ion, with 
their numerous millions of inhabitants, that 
might have furnished fighting lAen enow 
to have trampled their invaders under foot, 
completely t*onquerad, and the greatest of 
them in effect no better now than provinces 
of the French empire. It was not until 
after a contest of fifteen years, that a single 
rsy of defensive wisdom beamed or rather 
glimmered on the continent, where the etn-^ 
peror Alexander was,said to have anned 
600 ,U 00 of his subjects, m a volunteer 
militia: but the truth is, these were the 
slaves of the nobles, and were armed with 
the same jealousy, and precisely on the same 
condition, as English minisiers have armed 
fmglish voluoteers, that is, for the mere 
occasion, and subject to be dissolved agsin 
in a moment, by a breath from the lips of 
those ministers—I will not stop to shew 
how*, in this respect, ministers have dis¬ 
obeyed and betrayed the constitution, but 
proceed to remark that the imperial auto¬ 
crat of all the Russias, with bis immense 
srandtug drmy, his thirty-six millions of sab- 
jects, and his six hundred thousand volun¬ 
teers, found his throne endangered by A 
ringie defeat on the oonfioeof his dominions} 
which obliged him to sign at Tilsit a dia- 
graceful treaty of peace with his enemy.-— 
Soch are ffie defensive powers of despotism! 
—Now, Sir, With all this experience before 
our eyes, ai^ uitb a change of fortune that 
bath thrown into the scale of France above' 
one hundred and eight of the aforesaid mt}« 
lions of pq>ulation, to be added to-her owtt 
original nuipWrs, and altogether fotihiug an 
a^re^ cf fffil poa fwi tlflrt/^ 
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millionSj capable furnisbiog above twen¬ 
ty inillionS'of loldiers} with all these miMns, 
1 say, at the comntand of Fiance, we see 
English statesmen granting 200,000 of 
our money to Sweden, to a country, whose 
revenue is perhaps one fifth ofpur poor’s rate, 
** to put in motion and keep on a respect¬ 
able establishment her land forces and part 
of her fleet, particularly her flotilla,” for 
the purposes of her defence, and without' 
bestowing a single thought on the nia>a 
spring of that detence, meaning the liber¬ 
ties of the people. Sorely, Sir, greater in¬ 
sanity than this, never came under the 
cognizance of a Willis or a Monro !—By a 
vigorous effort, our government possesicd 
itself of the Danish navy and the Island uf 
Zealand, which, with Norway, is no mean 
portion of the kingdom ; and bjr certata 
expressions in the northern correspondence 
laid before parliament, it should seem as ^ 
the Icing of Sweden was privy to that enter- 
prize. 1 will not now slop to discuss the 
morality of that expedition. It seems how¬ 
ever pretty generally admitted, that, had it 
been necessary to our own defence, it would 
have been justifiable.Taking it then as so con¬ 
sidered by our ministers, and with the views 
which they might possibly take of approach¬ 
ing danger to England from the Baltic, it 
seems to me that those ministers did not act 
consistently with their own principles, by al¬ 
lowing the Island of Zealand, which com¬ 
mands one side of the Sound, to return again 
into the haiids»of an Was{»erated enemy.— 
I am 110 advocate for tearing a country and 
its inhabitants by the sword of war from 
one monarch to strengthen the band of ano¬ 
ther ; but whecT, in the course of a war, a 
nation can be emancipated from the govern¬ 
ment of a despot, and restored to its antiiuit 
liberty, such an act of power must dways 
command my admiration. Despotism is a 
perpetual war of the sovereign on his people, 
and whenever a favourable opportunityf in 
the course of a war, presents the means of 
emancipation, I think they ought to be 
made use of. If, therefore, wherf 2^alaud 
had come under tbe power of oor govern- 
ment, the ^iglish commanders had convened 
tbe people, laid before them the model of a 
free government, for themselves and the 
Norwegians, offering it to their acceptance, 
snbject to such improvements as they them¬ 
selves should suggest, I do not believe those 
Dones and Norwegians would have accused 
us of having coin^ a new morality,’' or 
that they would have stigmatized us with 
any opprobrious names.——As those people 
must have thought tbemselve^too weak to 
ihwd ahne^ might faaye had no ol^ec- 


tion to have been united with Sjtveden, pro¬ 
vided the same 'free form of government 
that was offered to them should have been 
extended to the Sivedesj and if such a re¬ 
formation in his state had been acceded to by 
the gallant Gustavus, I cannot see tbat'there— 
could h^ve been any difficulty in Zealand, 
and Norway, containing about a million of . 
inhabitants, having been added to his domi¬ 
nions; and the hearts of the whole fieople 
being united in the common defence; while, 
w'ith English aesistance, Zealand should 
h.ive repelled any ,attack' that could have 

been njade upon it by the French.-Under 

sucli circunisiaiKCS, and by a training of the 
whole people to arms, agreeSbly to the ge¬ 
nius uf every frev .government, the continent 
might yet have beholden a spectacle, to 
have put to sl).srae the rest of her degenerate 
sons, and to have covered with infamy those 
of her sovereigns, who, rather than give 
liberty to their people, have licked the dust 

at the foot of a for^gn conqueror.-Even 

'in Gustavus's present situation, his case, if 
he have roal wisdom and magnanimity, is 
not to be despaired of; but it is absurd to 
suppose, that, if he shall refuse to give bis 
people freedom, his throne either can, or 
will be defended. If there be an iminenM 
disparity of force between him and his 
mies, there are great advantages iu the sit-”, 
tion, and circumstances of bis kingdom. 
With those advantages on his side, and wUh 
tbe naval assistance of J^ngland, be would 
probably frustrate all attempts at his subju¬ 
gation, provided his people had th: same 
interest as himself in tl\e cpmmon defence. 
He is doubtless in the crisis of his fate; and 
it is probable wc shall shortly see him, either 
a patriot and triumphant hero, or a misera¬ 
ble pensioner on the bounty of this country; 
in which latter case we may expect to see 
both shores of the Sound in possession of 
Denmark ——This consideration revives, in 
my mind apprehensions I have long enter¬ 
tained, and have on more occasions than one 
formerly intimated; respecting all tbe pow¬ 
ers of th« Baltic being enrolled among tha 
number of our enemies. Nor is this appre¬ 
hend danger like to come upon us alone, 
in addition to those we had already to en¬ 
counter. When the whole coast of conti-' 
nenlal Europe shall form one uninterrupted 
line of hostility, with a sea at each extremi- * 
ty into which we cannot enter, our situation 
will require talents for government and for 
defence, and virtues for* inspiring the people 
with attachment and confidence, which we 
have not yet witnessed amohg enyof tlrosa 
who are either possessors of, or oompetitera. 
iorjf the power qf ruling over os. In 
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individoftl port that we can Uockade, a coop* 
«d*up enemy is kept in a state of torpidity, 
not fiivourable to naval improvement; but 
if the Sound and the Dardanelles be once 
aliut against us, oar enemies wilkben have 
within those passages extensive seas, which 
may be made both nurseries and schools for 
very numerous bodies of seamen, where 
tb^ may be trained to naval war in defiance 
of us; — 1 bat we can be shut out of the 
Dardanelles we kno'£; but' whether the 
same can be done at the entrances into the 
Baltic, when ail ‘ the shores shall be in the 
bands of an energetic enemy, I ^iil not 
pretend to decidt* But at all events our 
daiiger from invasion is lapidly growing to a 
magnitude, not only to demand for the preser¬ 
vation of our countf}' every hand that can 
graop h weapon; but a removal of all 
rankling disconteuts, by an honest and 
suhstanlul icdiess of grievances. To our 
defence reformation is at length become as 
necessary, as arms and Immuriition I par¬ 
ticularly mean that which includes in it every 
practicable conection of state gibuses and 
corruptions, namely, a reformation of the 
House of Commons; far more than half the 
seats of which it is universally believed are 
become the private and hereditary pos<es 
sions, of t'lose who are collectively called 
the Borough Faction. If this be true, the 
liberty of our country is lost: and if this 
Hberty shall not be speedily restored, there 
needs no ghost lo^tell us, our country cannot 

be defended-If we could suppose our 

bprough-holding grandees to desire that Na¬ 
poleon should hav^ our country, and bis ge¬ 
nerals their estates, their present conduct 
would be quite consistent. On any other 
supposition, it is inexplicable. But as na¬ 
tional defence is now a subject nwch studied, 
] trust its true principles will soon be univer¬ 
sally understood.——I remain. Sir, &c. 
Jpim Cahtwbicht. — Et\field, 'lOtk March 
1808. 

ORDERS IK COUNCIL. 

Sir,— lam induced-by the letter of 
an American merchant, which appear^ in 
the last number of your Register, to trotlble 
you with a few lines on the point upon which 
that writer chiefly relies fur the support of 
bis argument.—I lay. Sir, and I sipipect 
that 1 know somewhat more of these matters 
than the American merchant, that the letter 
which has been so often (quoted from M. 
Decr6$ (o Gen. Ara^rong u no nuthorUy at 
all for the latter to asanme that American 
vessels were to be exempted from the decree 
of the 2l«t Nov. 1806.—say further that, 
if Gen, Annetropg kQeur apy thing at aU of 


tbe/hndtionsofhisofBcQ, and of thecourM 
of transacting diplomatic business at Paris, 
he must have very well'known that the lettw 
be bad received from M. Deeres did not in'* 
validate the obnoxious decree. Is it indeed 
in any way probable that Bonapan^ would 
allow an act of supreme legislation signed 
by himself, and destined to controul every 
power in Europe, to be explained away by 
tltu crude and unauthorised opinion' of hii 
min'ster of marine ? But, Sir, indepen¬ 
dent of this general argument, it is well 
known that the minister of marine is not the 
competent authority from which Mr. Arm¬ 
strong could receive.any official communi¬ 
cation op the subject, and, unless M. Deerds 
stated himself (which he did not) to be writ¬ 
ing by order, and in the name of his master, 
his sentiments were no more conclusive than 
those of any other individual of whom the 
American minister might have asked advice, 
—ill fact, M. Deeres was well aware of 
this, and, at the end of bis letter, refers 
the general for a furtlier and more decisive 
opinion to the mbuslcr for foreign affairs. 
He, of course, did not mean to say that the 
treaty between France arid America would 
be violated; but as little docs he say that 
the Berlin decree should not be enforced.— 
Who was the proper organ thtougb which 
the foreign ministers resident at Paris were 
to communicate with the French govern¬ 
ment ?—No other than Charles Maurice 
Talleyrand, yclept Prince of Benevento, 
and such was the jealousy of the said prince 
and his master upon this subject that I have 
known them reptiroand the ambassadois of 
some of their vassal couits for addressing 
themselves upon occasions of very inferior 
importance to tbeheadsof other departments. 
—M. Talleyrand w'as,ag I remember, absent 
at Ibo time from Paris :• but, do you think. 
Sir, th.it he did not, on notifying bis de¬ 
parture to the corps diplomatique, name 
the {lerson in his office with whom they were 
to communicate in his absence ? Depend 
upon it that upon that, as upon other occa¬ 
sions, tfieir communications were to be re¬ 
ceived by the Chef de Sureau in the Rue du 
Bacq, to be decided upon by him, or to bo 
by him forwarded, if the decision was be- 
}mnd his competence, to the minister him* 
self. Why then was this channel not used, 
and why wasM. Deeresr^’sorled to?—Why, 
Sir, because M. Talleyrand would either have 
given no answer at all, and thus have don'* 
firmed the Americans’ fears, or hemuStfaave 
denied the application of tlie decree to Ame¬ 
rican commerce and navigation.' It was be¬ 
yond the ^wers of ambiguity even of a 
Talleyrntid to evoid givii^ In Ktch e ose at 
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•ignificant, If not a plain answer, tea plain shonW have eve», .thwg^of 
question—It waa, therefore, a convenient another, ifthey had not been gnidrt to rt toy 
expedient to make the minister of anotlier 


de^rtment, write a demi-official letter 
which you justly lobserve, says nothing to 
the main point, thus leaving both parties 
fit liberty to avail themselves of the subter- 
ftirethe Americans by saying that De- 
cres’s letter served them as an exemption,— 
tlw French by maintaining tliat no sach 
exemption had been granted by any compe- 
t«it authority.—Tlie latter it is clear by the 
decree from Milan of the 11th December 
last is the French understanding of the mat¬ 
ter, nor has the contrary been maintained. 
It has never been said that the French ac¬ 
knowledged having exempted the Ameri¬ 
cans, (Regnier in his report states the direct 
contraiy) only that the latter chose to con¬ 
strue Decre&’s letter into an exemption 
with what reason or justice 1 have already 

told yon.- An Englishmsm.— Xon^/on 

28/A March 1808. 

on war. 

Sir,— —I perceive that you have inserted 
in your Register of the 12th instant, a paper 
of mine, dated February the I5th, written in 
consequence of some observations made by 
you, in your first letter to Mr. Roscoe, upon 
the general question of war; which were 
intended by you as an ethical explanation of 
the subject, pre]»ratDry to subsequent re¬ 
marks more immediately connected with the 
politics of the present day. In that paiiei', 
with a view of giving as clear a statement of 
tny ideas as I thought was adapted to the im> 
portance of the question, I divided the ar¬ 
gument into four distinct parts: two of 
which were employed to prove that a tep- 
dency to war, is not, as you have stated, na¬ 
turally implanted in'the mind; but, that it 
proceeds from a desire of acquiriiig some 
object supposed to be capable of airardiftg 
gratification to the party engaged in the 
mean of action ; which object Ta to be at 


a natural propensity: and yet, it seems 
stranger, nay, even mow unnatural, that 
they should have ever ihotaht of respective¬ 
ly .arming two bodies of their own species, 
for (he express purpose of murdering each 
other, as it is called, in cold blood. To con¬ 
sider these acts according to Uiedoc|rMe, 
that I have previously maintained, that met) 
aw led to fight from the desire of possessing 
certain object!} if will be. necessary to ex¬ 
amine into the natuw of snch objects, in 
order that we 'may be enabled to determine 
upon the third article of myjarrangement, 
viz the good or evil resulting from a tenden¬ 
cy to War, or, the operation of its effects up¬ 
on society at large.— In (he first formation 
of society, a disposition to war must have 
been tar more general than it is at this 
time: every man, in fact, became a sort of 
warrior from absoliite necessity j in as far 
as, without engaging in pursuits of a sangui¬ 
nary and warlike nature, it was iro|Mssible 
for him to provide the necessaries of life, and 
to defend himself from beasts of pwy. At 
length, from slaying certain animals to satis¬ 
fy his hanger, and from sacrificing others tb 
wnder him mow secure} liis hands were 
continually imbrued in blood, and his mind 
was habitually accustomed to the most dis¬ 
gusting scenes of slaughter and barbarity J 
the natural ferocity of bis temper was in- 
ewased: his imagination,—drom associating 
the ideas of slaying and of food, the last of 
which could only be procured through the 
medium pf the first; from anticipating, I 
say, the enjoyment of the food, not only be¬ 
came reconciled Ip the slaughter, but took a 
pleasure in contemplating the act, as prepa- 
ratory to ibe*gratificatiop of bis appetite. In 
this state, it is not to be supposed that so¬ 
ciety entertained much sense of right or> 
wrong: their calls wew all of them essen* 
tial, and all of thpm of the same natuw. Is 
it to be wondet^ at then, that,—seeing 


tained by this mean only, or is, perhaps, their usual oepupatton, seeing their dtsposi 

-j:... L_ 1... jigpj jnfecftd with a love of bjood, and, 

morraver, w^ecting upon the difficulties 
thq^nst have encountmd to obtain these 
accommodations, wwtehedT as they were; 
theysbonld be urged to the destruction of 
one another, provided, by this step, they 
wew likely to gratify their wants vyitn great¬ 
er ease, or in greater plenty! From this, it 
must ap'pear that theofyec/r, for whici) man¬ 
kind originally fought, Were wnsuah qf 
which, indeed, a most striking “aosple i* 


mow readily to be attained by it, in prefer 
ence to any other. The third and fourtii 
topics, that wmain to be considered, and on 
which, you will observe, you and I are less 
at variance than on the former; apply equal¬ 
ly to the question originally introduced by 
you, and are, probably, objects morp likely 
to meet with general attention*. I shall, 
therefore, resume the discussion in the otder 
1 set out with.——III. Now, Sir, as I have 
admitted that a tendency to war exists, but 


have endeavoured to prove that thjs tenden- presented to us ^ Oarcilasso de la vega, 
cy is not instinctive; it may, perhaps, appear who makes mention of 4 nation in South’ 
strange that mankind, in i(9 Mriy lUite, America that wei^ to ittirwttfa other ttthas. 
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with ft view of violattitg the fya^ eftj^lvw 
that might be takeQ» wImiq tbijr^ after* 
wards, confined until the delivery of their 
offiiprinb which (shocking to relate) were 
fattened, torn irodl' their moth^, barba* 
roostjf murdered and eaten hy their inhuman 
! Such an instance of unnatural de* 

. pravity is scarcely credible: the mind sick* 
ena«at the thouzot of it, and is appaUed at 
the profligacy of the race!——‘But, without 
going to these extreme^ses, it is easy to 
shew that, as mankind advftnced in civiliza¬ 
tion, the oljectSi'iox which they fought, 
were more ratipnal: their wars, bv being 
conducted by persons regularly embodied, 
were less bloody, less brutal, aud less fre* 
qucnt. Heretofore, in this country, when, 

. in feudal times, one lord made war upon 
another*; the objects, they bad in view, 
wem mostly selfish, and the lives of their 
respective vassals were sacrificed to gratify 
some private passion of envy, jealousy, or 
revenge; to all of whlbh, by our present 
mode of warfare, men engaged in battle are 
superior: and if, as is gener^ly tl}p case, the 
motives, that induce them to engage, are not 
so disinterested as they are frequently sup* 
posed to be; yet, when they are onc» in ac¬ 
tion, the motives are forgotten, tnagnanimi* 
(y is displayed, every noble feeling is sum¬ 
moned on the occasion, and, instead of being 
egged on, as in former times, by personal 
maitcu and ill-will, each party strives to gain 
its end in a manmy as little destrnctive to the 
other, as it can. Hence, we see that modern 
war^re has the advantage of that anciently 
in use: it is better calculated not only to re¬ 
press the gross passions of mankind, but to 
substitute noble virtues in their room, lliis 
is greatly to be attributed to the objects be¬ 
ing of a diflercut description; bnt, more es¬ 
pecially, to what is sometimes inconsiderate¬ 
ly condemned as a proceeding repugnant to 
every principle of justice: I mean the fight¬ 
ing, as it were by proxy, in the person of an 
army. Surely, Mr. Cobbett, if war be ne¬ 
cessary, (and, from the experience history 
affords us, it is unavoidable) it is better that 
it should be carried pn by men who are ca¬ 
pable of exercising discretion, of discrimfh^ 
ting with judgment, and of acting with mo^ 

* deration; than by others, who blinded by j 
their passion, think of nothing but grati^iqg ‘ 
■ their will, and, having lost their reason, de¬ 
scend to a state of intemperate brutelity«-~- 
By a little farther consideration, it must ap¬ 
pear still* more evidont that aox present sys¬ 
tem of warfare is superior; and the notipns 
of injustice, cruelty, and immoraliQr attach¬ 
ed to nusiug standiug armies, whose business 
it is occasionally to ^ht, is | vulgar preju¬ 


dice pVjsing from ft suppoiitioo that jf 
bodies- were notJmtituted, numkind would 
iive in peace, T^t this, boweven, would 
not be the case, it ki humbly presumed, the 
preceding reoiarksLhave shewn: for, if the 
practice (which is itself one of the r^ne- 
menta of civilizAtjoa) were abolished; alk 
other improvements would decline: science, 
trade, and arts, no longer would be protect- 
'ed; and the country, wherein the abolition 
took place; would be reduced to a stete oH 
abject slavery to another pojvor, by which it 
bad not been carried istodfect: or, in the 
event of its being universally adopted, man¬ 
kind would gradually revert to its original si¬ 
tuation of uncultivated ferocity. In aid of 
this, it need onlv be observed that civiliza¬ 
tion results, by degrees, from a spirit of war¬ 
fare continually kept alive: I say continuai’ 
ly, because, if the acquirement of, the first 
object (for new objects will arise in order (mo 
after the other) be suifficient to subdue that 
spirit for a time; the nation which is so sa¬ 
tisfied will never make any considerable 
progress: it is liable to relapse, in the inter¬ 
im, to its former state of barbarity, from 
which, each successive spirt would only be 
sufficient to recover it to the situation, it 
bad, in the first instance arrived at; whence, 
it would again decline, and so, alternately, 
flow and ebb, without advancing one jot be¬ 
yond the point, it had originally gained. If 
the Americans before alluded to hod kep{ 
alive their spirit, instead of kindling it every 
now and then to gratify their«ppetita8; tliey 
would, in the first place, have been better 
employed, and, in the next, have been made 
sensible of the cr.minality of their conduct. 
By way of example, take into consideration 
tlie practice of the Romans; who, in the itf- 
fancy of their establishment, actuated by re¬ 
venge, bad recourse to a measure In a very 
slight d^ree similar, with a view, principal¬ 
ly, ef resenting an affront, they had received: 
afler having accommodated their differences 
with the Sabines, a war with whom, their 
conduct naturally produced; they did not, 
however/rest at home, in indolent possession 
of the Ejects they had acquired; they did 
not give themselves up to, what might then 
be ^led, luxury and ease; but preserved 
their spirit of military enterprise, and, in tb« 
reign of their sixth king, found themselves 
in a condition to send out an army-of 80,000 
men. Ak t^y advanced in civilization, 
their militery strength increased; so rnUch 
so, that, in the time of the commonwealth 
(not long before Hannibal appeared) they* 
were able, comprehending the neighbouring 
states in dflaoce with them, to muster, in 
the invasion made upon t|iem by the Gauls, 
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700,000 foot, and J^0,000 horse) and of 
themselves; iiiciuding only Rome and Cam* 
pania, they could bring iiuo the held. 
250,000 foot, and 2J,000 horse ! At 
these times, it is^reported. Home was in a 
higher state of civilization, than at any 
Other respectively preceding themj and in 
proportion as its military establishment in* 
creased, so did die virtue of its people 
which proves that a tendency to war, instead 
ofgMieraHng immoral actions, and promo- 
titig vicious habits, elevates the mind, puri¬ 
fies human natnre, and divests it of its sen¬ 
sualities. Prom whitlK however, is not to 
be inferred that a nation, to be piosperous, 
must always be at war: the objects, for 
which Its spirit should be kept alive, aie not 
so much the extension of its dotninion, as 
the retension of that which it may be pos¬ 
sessed of; if vigilance be employ^ in the 
proper direction of a tendency to war, few 
objects will stimnlate more powerfully than 
jealousy of encroachment, either upon the 
teriifory itself or upon the privileges of its 
constitution; and a good government will 
always be jeahms of the movements of its 
neighbours, whereby, (without being petu¬ 
lant or bickering for trides) rircumstances 
will occur sufHcicntly olten to >;U'e an oppor¬ 
tunity of combining practice with the theory. 
In short, for a nat'on to be secuic; in the 
maintenance of its dignity, and to have the 
power of prosectuiiig those measures that 
■will give permanency fo its existenco ; it is 
absolutely necessary that it should bo ]jre- 
pared to resist encroachment, and p >>suss 
the means of correcting insoleucc $ without 
resorting, upon every occtsion, to the edbrts 
of its people indiscriminately amassed toge¬ 
ther; by which, the economy of its adnii- 
nUtratioD would be deranged, and its pro¬ 
gress in refinement' unavoidably retarded — 
IV. To determine npon the fourth and last 
point that remains to be considered, viz. the 
advantages or disadvantagesof a tendency- to 
war, when compared with a disposition to 
peace; it is material to inquire if mankind, 
in a state of peace, is less averse to the de¬ 
struction of one ansthcr, than in time of 
epen war ? In resolving this inquiry, it will 
be found that the grosser passions (to gratify 
which, it has been presumed, the spirit of 
warfare took its rise) are more readily 
wrought upon and less easily saitisiied in 
peace than in open war: the absence of the 
nobler virtues, such as courage, fortitude 
and perseverance, giving In this instance, 
i^n the same principle as in the last, a 
greater latitude to the will; though, at the 
Mma time, preventing its being exercised to 
the fidl extent^ by fear, weakness, and irre- 


■lolution being substithted in their stead. 
Hence it is thai less real devastation is com¬ 
mitted m those nation^ mosMy living in U 
state of peace, than in o^jiets inuie frequent^ 
ly engt^eR in war; but, it is to be observed, 
that, in the fbimer, attempts are often made' 
to sacrifice liuman life to become possessed 
of certain objects; the only diiTerence be¬ 
tween them being, that, in the latter, open 
measures are employed (if any are employed 
at all) to eftect thcs'^sanie purposes, which 
gives the party thm is attacked an opportu¬ 
nity of exerting himself in his defence; 
whiie,«in the other, insidions operations are 
directed against bifn, which, m the end, 
prove equally destructive, but are projected 
and efirried into execuiion without endan¬ 
gering the aggressor -—That a disposition to 
peace generates cowordtie cannot, for a 
moment, be disputed; and that “ cowardice 
is the mother of cruelty," is a position as 
generally admitted. ^ Of these two facts, we 
have a piominent instance in the Chinese? 
nation ; w,hich has been noticed by.you, Mr. 
Cohbett, as an example of the etfects of a 
people living in ;ui almost perpetual state of 
peace. So mean and djistardly are their 
spirits, that, it is recorded by modern histo¬ 
rians, the very act of hying hand upon the 
hilt of a sword is suHnient to make them 
tremble from head to foot; and he must be 
a man, the nerves ot wliose system are of* a 
more firm and tense nature than is ordina- 
lily the ca>.e, who can support himself from 
fainting at an exhibition of the blade ! And 
yet, Sir, this is then.ilion whose refinement 
in cruelty, is such, as to’display, in its code 
of penal laws, puDisbments far more excru¬ 
ciating titan ar£ adopted, or even known, in 
other countries where a disposition to war 
exists: In addition to breaking upon the 
rack, tlicy have recourse to ham-stringing, 
burning out the eye-sight with unslaked 
lime, and many other tortures that are nei¬ 
ther fit nor necessary to l)e spoken of. Bur, 
in no instance, is the abominable inhumanity 
of this people more conspicuous, than in 
the unnatural sin of infanticide, which is 
ca^eU to such an extent, that, in the streets 
o#^ekio alone, it is estimated, from two to 
three thousand babes are annually exposed, 
to fall a prey, both alive and dead, to the 
dogSi.and swine that roam about in search of 
food! The very few tiroes they have been 
engaged in war, the same cowardice has dis¬ 
played itself, andhasorged them to extremes 
as ridiculous as they were pusillanimous: in 
an account of tim invasion of Yecunan, (ono 
of their provinces,) it is reported; the inha¬ 
bitants were so terrified, that, in order (a 
avoid the eneinj^ they absolutely hanged and 
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drowned theni^ekeft for i<^r !<-»->Bat it is and .iieceisai 7 measure.'* It is if^donai* 
needless to dwell any longer upon this des^ then, to inveigh indiscriminately, against 
picable race: let us take another view at the war, without examining into the eijects, for 
Romans, who, by means of a tendency to which it is carried on; it is folly to stigma* 
war, raised themsefves from a tribe of tize it with the cant plxrai^ of modern phi* 
plundering shepherds to a great and wealthy losophy, without looking into the ptincmie, 
•people, who were, at once, the awe, the upon which it is conducted. Let tne objecf 
■ wonder, and yet the admiVation of their co- be proved defective j shew its error, and 
temporaries; and are, even in these days, .point out a remedy; and if, after this, (no 
holden up at an example of fortitude, digni- matter whether the issue of*the contest turn 
ty and valour worthy oAimitation. By suf- out favourable or not) war'be prosecuted and 
fering their mllita;y spirit^o decline, bow> human life sacrificed; then may it, with 
ever; by giving themselves up to the luxu- great propriety,* be called a wanton waste of 
ties of peace; and by relinquishing pursuits blood, and a pure, unadulterated evil. That 
of a warlike nature (most likely,/or want of this, very often, is the case, no person can 
otjecii sutficiently attractive; for they had deny; but then, it is not a sufficient reason 
arrived at their ne plus ultra, in potnt of why the proceeding should altogether be 
' dominiop) : this nation, this terror of the condemned: thereaie tow measures, how- 
world, this concjueniig race of heroes was re- ever excellent in their nature, but are subject 
duced to the extremity of employing hireling to being misapplied, and it not unfrequently 
troojis to figlit its battles, which, as may be happens, that this very excellence in their 
naturally expected, led to a total os'erihiow nature, renders them the more liable to per- 
of the empire. The Greeks (another nation version. 1 am, therefore. Sir, inclined to 
equally renowned, in history) shared the agree with you perfectly in opinion, that 
same fete, by suffering their warlike tenden- j wai, generally speaking, is “ a good; though, 
cy to dedine; so that, when attacked, in like the greater part of other good things, 

the fifteenth century, by theTuiks, they not unmixed with eiuV.”-remain. Sir, 

were under the necessity of leaving their de- yours, &c.— Vf. S. L — Hothom, March I 9 , 
fence to mercenary soldiers, it being impos' 1808. 

sible to presail upon a single native to lake. ...— 

up arms on the occasion; in consequence of , OFFICIAL PAPERS, 

which, they, also, fell an easy prey to the Russia.——^ moria/ prnented to Count 

ambition of their enemies.—In short. Sir, Romanzoff', the Russian Minister for Fo‘‘ 

let it be considered,in which way yon please, reign. Affmrs, by t^e English Merchanlt 

a.tendency to war, under proper rcstiictions, resident at St, Fetersbirrglf, the result of 
ia not only pi eferable to a tendency to peace; tchich was the noljf ration by the Count 

but is essentially, important to tlic interests that the Passports required would be grant- 

of a nation. Even in private society, with ed. — Feb. 28 , 1808. 

the best intentions in the world, if is almost We, the Boyish Merchants who bad 

impossible to go through life without crea* the honour of waiting on your excellency on 
ting enemies; and it must not therefore be Satnnlay morning, take the'liberty of stating 
expected, that a nation, which is an object of to your excellency in wilting cectain points 

universal observation, can long exist in per- of our conversation, to which we are most 

feet harmony and peace. War, when con- particularly desirous of drawing the attention 
sidered by itself, is, like most ocher measures of your excellency —Your excellency was ' 
that cause the shedding of human blood, good enough to assure us, that our detention 
hurtful to the mind and repugnant to the here was^ only a measure of precaution, 
feelings; but, as 1 observed particularly in adopted until information should be received 
ray first letter, it is not the medium, but the of the manner in whicli*Russian merchants 
object, that is to be looked at: and, mor^ should be treated io England. On this sob-* 
over, in support of what I then sakl, respect- ject, permit us most positively to assure your 
]ng the connexion between virtue aud public excellency, that all our advices from £ng- 
happiness, it is worthy of remark, that,, al* land agree in stating, that neither the pro- 
‘ though'the objects, .which operate individual- perty nor ,the persons of Russian merchants 
ly upon the respective inclinations of some are io any way molested; and it is with the 
men, are fuch as induce them to engage in jfiutmost defeieuccthat wc presume to suggest^ 
war from a principle of self interest; yet, to your excellency, that bad such steps been 
the common object to be attained by the resorted to in England, the sufferers would 
joint influence of their exertions, can never Jong since iyive made knivvo their ca& to 
beincoiuistent with the principles of virtue, their friends here, and that it must havo 
if that war be, strictly speaking, ** a been comma aicated to your exceUency. AX- 
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thoaj^ «o embargo was laid on Bqssian 
•hippiog, in conseqMence of the detentioa of 
BKtish ships in this countiy, yet the lenient 
measures adopted on that occasion by bis 
Imperial Majesty's government were not 
witnout their effect on ours.—We have now 
'Certain information^ by letters of 22d Dec. 
(N. S.) that the embargo has not only been 
taken off, but an Order of Conncil has been^ 
issued, permitting the cargoes of all vessels" 
which may have sailed from the ports of 
Buisia before the 1st of January to be deli* 
vered to the consignees, and after receiving 
their freights, &c. allowing the ships them¬ 
selves, as in time of peace, to return. We 
trust your excellency will not consider the 
adoption of hostile steps by the English go¬ 
vernment against ships of war and their 
crews (the obvious and almost necessary 
consequence of the unfortunate misunder¬ 
standing betwixt the two countries), as just 
cause for detaining die persons of merchants, 
or other private individuals: and it ought 
still less to affect us, who, daring a long re¬ 
sidence in Russia, have endeavoured by loy¬ 
alty and good conduct, to merit a conti¬ 
nuance, of that generous protection which 
we have hitherto enjoyed. We further beg 
leave to add, that we have discharged every- 
debt, and that in the event of our departure, 
no inconsiderable property will remain under 
sequestraticn. Most of our relatives have 
ceased to write to us, under the pleasipg ex¬ 
pectation of soon seeing us, whence our fa¬ 
mily affairs, wi’iich nbw demand our whole 
attention, as the sole means of future sub¬ 
sistence, suffer not a litUe, whilst the absence 
of all occupation renders us doubly sensible 
to the painful uncertainty of our situations. 
.... Under these impressions we once more 
beg to recommend our cause to your excel¬ 
lency’s protectiim f and from the fiivonrable 
manner in Which your exceUency was pleased 
to express your sentiments on the subject, 
we ventured to persuade onrselves that your 
ex^ency will represent our cas^ in such a 
point of view to the higher powera, as to 
rodoce the removal of thosebbstades which 
are so long interposed to prevent our de¬ 
parture^——According to your excellency’s 
permission, we inclose a list of Uie names of 
the-young men (ddves) in the different 
awunting'hooses, to whose peculiar situation 
we claimed your exceliencw’s attention, and 
in whose behalf yon so kindly probiwdyonr 
inlerferenoe. We answer for their nevo^ 
having been engaged in commerce, either di¬ 
rectly 6r huhiectly. 


HoLtAKD.—Dwres issued ij) the King nf 
HoMcmd, dttled Jan. 24,1809, tefoHve le 
the abrogation of the Kniphaiuenjlag. 
Louis Napoleon, by the Grace of God 
and the constitution of* the kingdom. King 
of HoUand, and Constable of France,-^-Pur¬ 
suant to,the actual ratification of the treaty, 
conclud^ at Fontainbleau, on the tlth of 
Nov. 1807, by which the Lordships of 
Knipbausen and Varel, are united to this 
kingdom, in like pianuer as the terriferiM 
which are cotnprkied in the possessions of the 
princes, constituting a paftof the confedera¬ 
cy of jhe Rhine, we have decreed and do 
heieby decree as fellowsArt. I. The 
Knipbausen flag being abrogated in conse¬ 
quence of the union of that territory with 
this kingdom, shall be no longer rec^nized, . 
or valid. The consuls and other agents of 
Count Bentinck, as Lord of Varel and Knip- 
kausen, shaU be no longer recognized in the 
said capacities.—II. All inhabitants of the 
Kniphausen (and Varel territories shall be at 
liberty to carry Dutch colours. They are 
charged tachange the antient colours, which 
they may have belonging to their vessels, the 
same being utterly cancelled.-^III. All re¬ 
quests m^e to Count Bentinck, for leave to 
sail under the ancient flag, shall imnpediately 
be sent to our Minister of Finance.——JV. 
Our Ministers of Finance, of the interior, of 
Justice and Police, and of Marine, are charged 
with the execution of the present deciee, 
which shall be made ppblic in all places 
where it may be deemed necessary. 

France- A Senalus, Consultum, of the 

igtk Feb. 1808, published by order of the 
French Government, contains thefollowing 
dispositvms. 

Art. 1. Such foreigners as shall render, 
or have rendered eminent services to the 
state, or who possessed particular talents, 
shall settle in France, and introduce there 
any useM invention or branch of industry, 
shall, after twelve months residence, enjoy 
all the rights of French citizens.—2, 'Diis 
pnvtjl^^ shall be conferred to them by our 
special decree, by virtue of the report (ff a 
pflfnister, after the council of slate snail have 
Wn hewfl.—8. A copy of the said decrM 
shall be delivered to the foreigners so natd-* 
raliyed, signed by the grand judge, mltuBtoi^ 
of justice.—4. With this copj- be shall pre¬ 
sent himself before the municipality of the 
place wh^ he means to reside, and take the 
of obi^eoce to the constitntifiti of the 
<ui^ V alle^ance to the Ejiqieror. 
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Fiaiice has but to suspend her navigation laws and the seas are filled with vessels that bring homeher 
commerce. Ihe English cruizers have domineered over the sea { but, like crows, timt are scared by » 
^bundle of rags, no sooner docs a piece of buntep, marked with thirteen snipes, depend from the mast 
head, than uur brave sailors are compelled to sheet <fT, and the wealth and commerce of France are 
carried as safely over t]^ Atlantic, as if lodged in a British 74 She has millions floating which no 
enemy can reach; she'%t^ys every Benefit of her colonics without the risk of capture or detention t 
she may fit out nothing but privateers and cruisers to attack our trade, and distress our colonies, whilst 
her own are beyond the efforh of our aimed vessels. She lets out her colonics to farm apon a rack rent, 
which rent she is sure to receive, as she is the only customer for the neat produce ; and thus, by a 
“ contrivance as ingenious and fortunate for herself, as it is ruinous for us, she unites the whole benefits of 
“ war with all<he security of peace.”— —Bell’s Weekly Messbm&eA, previous to the Issuing of the 
Orders in Council. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

American States.- 1 was in hopes, 

that, alter my la«t number, there would have 
been no further necessity of saying any thing 
more about this eticmy^in disguise; but, a 
publication, which has appealed utider the 
title of a Debate in the House ofrfjords, and 
which publication includes certain resolu¬ 
tions, said' to have been proposed to that 
House by Lord Holland (one of the persons 
who negociated and concluded the treaty sent 
back by Mr Thomas Jetferson), demands 
particular attention. Tbeie are other sub¬ 
jects, which, in point of national impor¬ 
tance, would romtu.icd a piefcrencc, such, 
for instance, as the procccrbngs upon (he re¬ 
version L'lllf but, lilts subject commands a 
preference in point of Ume. Tlie American 
new negociators are coming j and, it is ex¬ 
pedient that the public be put upon its guard 
Against the numerous tucks, which the 
American fundholders aud meichant« will 
play ofF, while the negoci-ilion is going on. 
The debate took place on the 2.Qth of last 
month, and the resolutions, proposed by 
Lord Holland, were as follows“ I. 
" That it appears to this house, that his 
majesty hath been advised, without any 
alleged provocation from the United 
Status of America, to issue Orders in 
Council, on and subsequent to the I Uh 
of Nov, 1807> for interrupting nearly th^ 
wJiole of (be commerce of the said states 
uitb the continent of Europe; fur limit¬ 
ing such trade to be carried on in firture 
through British ports only (wili the ex¬ 
ception of tieutral and allied ports in cer¬ 
tain ca'ips) thereby expising it to such re- 
strictioos and duties, and even ptohibi- 
tious, as the government of Great Britain 
may think (it to impose upon it; and for 
" Confiscating the property of the citizens 
** of Ihe said states, in tdl eises where the 
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same shall be accompanied by particular 
“ documents certifying the place of its 
“ growth or manufacture.—II. That ifr 
" appears fo this house, that previous to the 
‘ issuing of the said Oiders in Council, a 
' negociation had been carried on between 
' this country and the United States of 
' America for the maintenance of peaco 
' and friendship between them, a«d that a 
’ treaty had been actually signed lespecting 
' some of the most material points in dis- 
' cushion; that a desire had been expressed 
■ by the government of the said United 
' Stales for the addition of certain other 
provisions to the said treaty, and that a 
ptoposal was madc^for renewing the ne¬ 
gociation for that purpose; but that this 
oiler was abi iiplly and intemperately re¬ 
jected by his majesty’s ministers.— 
111. That at the time when the saidOr- 
deisweic issued, his majesty’s ministera 
had recently received from the ministers 
of the United States in this kingdom as¬ 
surances-that the injurious decrees of his 
majesty’s euemies bad not, in any one in¬ 
stance, been executed against the com¬ 
merce or navigation of the United States: 
and that from all that had p.issed subse¬ 
quent, to the issuing of the said decrees, 
his majesty’s ministers had every reason 
to conclude, that an/attempt of the ene¬ 
my so to execute the same, would be de¬ 
cidedly resisted by the government of the 
United States; whereby it must have 
happened, either that the said decrees 
would .have continued to be wholly nugn- 
tory and ineffectual, or that the enemy, 
by endc.ivonring to enforce the sathe, 
would have driven the United States into 
a closer connection with tliis country.—* 
IV, That jt appears to this house, that the 
Order issued by his majesty in council, on 
the 7 th of Jan I 6 O 7 , was not intended to 
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“ interrupt neutrals in a commerce of <!»■. 
*• charge from port to port of the enemies’ 
territories; that such was understood to 
“ be its le^l construction by those who 
•* were in his majesty's seivice at the time 
*'*the said Order was issued; and that aii 
“ explanation to that effect was given by 
*' them to the Danish minister, in an official 
" note dated on the I7tb of March, 1807•— 
•' V. That in a note from the American Se- 
cretaiy of State to Mr. Erskine, dated on 
** the 2UtI) of the same month, considerable 
une.'isiness was expressed, under an ap< 
prehension of a contrary interpretation of 
the said Order; That although tlie above 
mentioned note was actnally received by 
bis majesty’s present ministers in the 
month of April last, yet no steps have 
been taken thereon up to the present 
hour, for removing the unfounded ap¬ 
prehensions of the American government 
on a point to which they appear to have 
attached so much importance: That by 
this omission, much unnecessary irritation 
has been sufiered to prevail in America, 
long gfter it was in the pmwer of his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers to have eflectnally re¬ 
moved the same ; and fresh obstacles to 
conciliation and friendship have thus wan- 
** tonlybeen intciposed.——VI. That it is, 
** therefore, the opinion of this house, that 
“ the saki Orders are in themselves unjust 
/* and impolitic; that the issuing of them at 
the time, and uncler the circumstances 


Council wa» to knock up the trade of Ame< 
rica with France and all her dependent 
states.—The second resolution censure* 
the refiuaUon die part of the present minis¬ 
ters, to resume the negociation with Ameri¬ 
ca upon the basis of the treaty, which Mr. 
Thomas Jefferson had sent back, with mar¬ 
ginal notes, like amenckd articles of capitula¬ 
tion. “ The American government,”-Lord 
Holland's resolution jays, “ expiessed to 
“ have certain coiduions added to the said 
** treaty, and proposed to renew the ne^o- 
ciation, for tliat purpose; but, that this 
** proposal was ialemperately rejected by 
** bis Majesty's present ministers.” 'I'o 
those, jvbo iiad thought it quite becoming in 
a king of England to enter upon a negocia¬ 
tion respecting objects, in order to accom¬ 
plish which, the other party had jxissed an 
act of non-importation; to men who could 
advise the king to enter upon a negociation 
with an openly avowed rod shaking ov6r his 
shoulders; to men of this humble and sub¬ 
missive cast of mind, the turning of the poor 
worm, whin trodden upon, would, doubt¬ 
less, appear tube an act of'* intemperance.” 
But, to those who have not the good fortune 
to be made wholly of earth, I think, that the 
rejection of the proposition of Mr. Thomas 
Jefferson will appear to have been marked 
with nuldness, rather than with intempe¬ 
rance. The case stood thus: Thoraaa 
wished to obtain from England several con¬ 
cessions, tiie chief of which was, that she 


" above mentioned, was an act of the ut- 
" most improvidence and rashness; and 
" that, by abruptly breaking off a friendly 
" negociation, and withholding a satisfacto- 
" ry explanation on a point, un, which it 
" might have been given with so much ease 
" and advantage, *his majesty's ministers 
" have acted m disregard of our true policy, 
'' which is to cultivate the friendship of a 
" nation, whose interests and prosperity are 
/' so intimately interwoven with our own; 

and hayn conducted themselves in a man- 
" ner the least adapted to enable hts naajesty 
" to luatnlain thatemaritime superiority, on 
" which the greatness, and even the exist- 

ence of his empire so much d^nd."- 

These’ resolutions were negatived by a very 
great majority; but, that is not quite suffi¬ 
cient to satisfy roe. 1 wish to shew my 
readers, that they merited their' fate. -—- 
The first lesolution barely states well-known 
tacts, except as far as refates to the provoca¬ 
tion given by Aniericsa. It was, upon that 
ground, perhaps, proper to nc^tive the re- 
stluiioii; else 1, tor-my part, ishould have 
bt'Cii gl III to see it pass in the affirmative; 
for, cctuinl^, one object of the Orders iiiij 


should, by positive stipulation, give op her 
right to search for her own seamen, on board 
of American ships, such* ships being in all 
parts of the world, and every where offering 
to our sailors the easy means of desertion. 
In order to accomplish bis objects, Thomas 
(bis Christian name, like that of any other 
potentate, is enough) sends an embassy to 
England, or rather, he sends over a negocia- 
tor to assist bis minister already here. But, 
lest the eloquence of these two should fail, 
he prficures to be passed, previous to the de¬ 
parture of his n^iociator, an act of Cou- 
gress, enabling him, whenever he should 
^ge prqier, to prohibit the importation of 
^rtain E^lish goods; or, in other words, to 
cramp and embarrass, as he and the Congress- 
thoj^htf the commerce and thefioancea of 
Eo^nd; and this act, it was openly de¬ 
clared, was intended to be put in exbcution, 
the moment England refused to make the 
demanded concessions. Under xupli cir¬ 
cumstances would you, reader, batl you been 
a minister of England, have advised the 
king of England to enter upon a negociatjon 
with Thomas)' Who, amongst my readers, 
is there, owing a sum of money to bis 
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neighbour^ and seeing that neighbour ac> 
company his demand of payment with the 
shaking of a hoisewhipat the creditor; who* 
amongst the English people, is Hhere, that 
woeld, under such circumstances, consent, 
for one moment, even to ia/i aboitj the debt? 
Which of them would not say: “ lay down 
jour whip j beg my pardon for theout- 
" raguous insult; and then I will discuss' 
with you the subje ^tof your demand, but 
until you do that, you at defiance ?’’ 
] f such ought to be the conduct of every 
man, ill the case of a Just demand, apcompa- 
nied with an insulting threat, what oi^ht to 
be his conduct in the case of an vnjttst de¬ 
mand, accompanied with a similar threat ? 
Yet did the late ministry enter tm a negocia> 
tion without saying, as far as the public has 
beard, one single syllable about the non¬ 
importation act, which was suspended from 
time to time, in order to see how they would 
behave. Their treaty was, at last, returned 
by Mr. Thomas Jefierson, accompanied with 
the ** additions,” which he wished to have 
made. No,” said the present ministeis, 
we will not renew the old negociation 
with you. We shall be happy to treat 
** with you upon a new basis ; but, we will 
“ have nothing to do with the amended ar- 
“ tides of capitulation.” As a step previous 
to negociation, they would, I hope, have 
demanded a repeal of the non-importation 
aet; a laying asjde of the horse-whip. It 
is said, that “ America has a right to pass 
what laws she pleases to regulate the 
** trade carried oii with hei.” Very true j 
and we have juk as good a right to determine 
whether we shall enter upon a negociation 
with her, or not. Your taylor, for instance, 
has an undoubted right to buy his doth of 
another draper, and not of you; but, have 
yon not as good a right to employ another 
taylor ? 1 know there is no law to prevent 
the Americans from being outrageously inso¬ 
lent to us; but, I also know, that there is 
no law to prevent us from resenting that in¬ 
solence. Let them pas» acts of non-impor- 
tatien, ’till the very stones in the street rise 
up against their stupid vanity; but, let >ot 
the said acts be' pointed solely at England 
let them not think to bully us out of any 
thing. Mr. Canning’s letter, refiising to re¬ 
new the negociation upon the bads of the 
amended articles of capitulation (for I can 
call the treaty nothing else), w.i«, in my opi¬ 
nion, rather too ‘condesceuding towards 
America. It did resent the insnit; bur, it 
did not resent it in terms sufficiently strong. 
Tameness towards America hat, all along, 
been tlie fault of England; nor need we 
much woade; at it, when we consider the 
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grrat influence, the numerous vela, ci 
Uiose, who, either directly or indirectly, 
have been, and still are, so deeply interested 
in the funds and lands and trade of America. 
The questions, which I, some time ago, put 
to Mr. Alexander Baring, touching his Anrb- 
rican citizenship; his ownership of Ameri¬ 
can vessels; his trade in those vessels to the 
countries of our enemy; and his ownership 
of American stock, being the amount of the 
loan, with which America purchased Loui¬ 
siana of France: these questions that fa¬ 
mous petitioner, and his no less &mou8 puff- 
publisher, of the Morning Chronicle, have 
suffered to remain unanswered. The pro¬ 
cess, by which we were to be done out of 
our maritime rights was curious enough. 

King Cong" talks big and threatens. 
His fond and land and ship owners beie as¬ 
semble, issue their circular letters, plague 
the ministers, and, at last, come to parlia¬ 
ment with a petition, in which thej'declare, 
that unless matters are ananged with “ King 
Cong,” England will be mined. He brags 
of his resources and his power; but they 
talk of his inability to pay them, if England 
destroy his trade. ’ He cuts off his resource* 
by his own act, and hia minions here blame 
the ministers for making him poor. *' You 
“ shall yield to me,” says he, ** your right 
** of searching for seamen, or 1 will pass a 
non-importation act and lay an eml^rgo." 
" For God’s sake," qyy the minions, “ pre, 
“ vent hi'* passing the ac^and laying the 
** embargo, for, if he does it, we shall not 
“ be paid what he owes us;” and, it follows, 
of course, that we are to yield to him the 
right, for that only will present him from 
passing bis act and laying bis embaigo. It 
was upon the influence of this his fiction 
here, that “ King Cong” relied for the car¬ 
rying of his ends; and, if the late nfioisters 
had remained in power, there is, I think, 
suificient proof, that he would have suc¬ 
ceeded.——To the third resolution of Lord 
Ho’iimd, the letter which will be found at 
the end t>f this Summary may serve as an an¬ 
swer.- reason had ** the ministers 

" to conclude, that any attempt of the cnc- 
“ my to execute the decree would be <.t— 
** cidedly raUted by America V' Wliat rea¬ 
son ? I can discover none, any where; and 
as to the */ driving" of the United States into 
*' a closer connection with this countjy,” 
alas for the poor nation, if governed by inen 
«ho could really entertain the hope. Lee 
Lord Holland read Mr. Thomas Jefferson's 
new8papers| of which 1 will presently givij 
him a few extracts, and tLen talk, if be can, 
about America being driven into a closer 
copuection with England.——1 he fourth 
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and fifth resdlutions shew, that* if the late 
ministers did understand their own Order in 
Council, nobody else did,-The sixth re¬ 

solution, which is a recapitulation of the for¬ 
mer ones, contains, besides, the sentiment, 
thdV it is pur true policy to cultivate the 
friendship of America, because " her intc- 
rests and prosperity are i»limali‘ly inter- 
*' woven’ with our oum." The clo'jc of his 
lordship's speech, as reported in the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle, lH*fore referred to, amplifies 
the expression of this sentiment, “When 
we saw all Europe under the dominion of 
*' one man, piossing and uiging forward 
plans inimical to the interests and happi- 
" ness of mankind, we might have looked to 
America for that order of things, conge- 
" nial with our own feelings and our own 
“ views; and as forming a counterpoise to 
“ the power of the ruler of the continent.” 
What dois this mean, reader? I fancy it 
must mean, tliat, if the Orders in Council 
had not been issued, America would have 
joined us against Fiance, If this be not the 
meaning, 1 am sure I do not know what it 
is, and cannot even guess what it is. But, if 
this be the meaning of his lordship, I ven¬ 
ture to assert, that his lordship has been 
most grossly deceived. The Berlin decree 
was passed long before Mr. Jefferson made 
Ills last Congress speech j long before the 
American newspapers proposed a subscrip- 
tipn for giving rew'ards tp deserters from our 
ships of war; lorfg before our men were in¬ 
veigled away at Noi-folk and New Yoik ; 
long before the toasts about the ** liberty of 
the seas” at Rochefoi t and St. Petersburgh. 
But, Lord Holland and others have asserted, 
that the embargo arose out of our Orders in 
Council, and they have appealed to the Ame¬ 
rican newspapers for proof of the truth of 
this assertion. Let us, reader, appeal to 
those Sf me newspapers. In the Aurora,* a 
papeir devoted to Mr Jefferson, the “ chief 
cause" of the embargo is stated, as follows : 
“ A proclamation of the British govern- 
" ment, asserting her r.ght, and declaiing 
her determination’' to jntr-.Uf a line of 
conduct on the ocean iiicompatible with 
the hitherto universally acknowledged 
“ laws of nations, a conduct which has been 
” the subject of dispute between that govern- 
“ went and ours far several years post, and 
“ to which sJie was wdl assured, that we 
cdnld uot assent, without sacrificing our 
“ national honour and independence." This 
IS stated as the chieff cause of the embargo j 
and, though it appears, that our approaching 
Orders of Council had some weight, what is 
the ron.seijnence, sceiiv' that Thomas and 
_^lbe C^ongress appear n«t to have relinquislied 


the project of forcing us to abandon the right 
of search ? Embargo or war or some hostile 
act must have come j and, therefore, it is not 
the Orders (ff Council, but'the resolution of 
England not to yield her maritime rigifts, 
that is to bkime. To tins point I have made 
many attempts to hold the citizens, who 
have speechified and petitioned against th^ 
Orders of Council. They seem to have no , 
ears or tongues nr ^||^s for this question 
about searching fo^ seamen, though it is 
manifest, that this is the quchtion, upon which 
the two oountrics have, at last, come to an 

open quarrel.-1 wish to satisfy the public 

mind upon this point. Twisli lo convince 
all menfthat it is not tlm Orders in Council 
which have produced the hostile measures 
of America. For (his purpose, I take ano¬ 
ther extract, fiom the same paper (The Phi¬ 
ladelphia Auroia), of the 17 th of February, 
some weeks after the Orders in Council had 
been received in Aiflerica. “ Much has 
" been said of the pacific disposition of the 
" British cal'inet, much of their ardent de- 
“ sire for peace ami reconciliation; but 
” since the arrival of the king of England’s 
“ “ squally” proclamation, which speaks a 
*' language which cannot be misunderstood, 
“ we hope to bear no more of this. TJie 
“ determination of the EnglLsh ministry, 
" expressed through their royal engine, t6 
” rc'^ist our claims and insist upon our sub- 
** mission, is unequivocal. <It now remains 
“ for our government to say joliether they 
" will tread back t\e steps they have taken 
” to procure us justice, or .whether by a 
“ manful advance they will convince the 
“ enemies of America and the wot Id that 
” we are not to be bullied out of our rights 
or intimid.ilcd to surrender our indepen- 
“ deuce. There is no room now for qiiib- 
" bling or sophistry. The question is a 
” plain one. Shall we defend or shall we 
** comply ? As there can be no evasion tliero 
should be no hesitalibn, we know the men 
whom we have placed at the helm of our 
“ ship too well lo suppose them cap.nble of 
“ yielding lo the exactions of foreign com- 
‘'^anders, or of striking the colours while 
“^there are hands ready to support them.-— 
” Principles of delicacy, of couitesy, of lor- 
" betrance, it seems to us, should have 
“ taught a foreign court, while a negocia- 
“ tion was pursuing with a neutral nation, 
" to’ refrain from publishing to the yorld its 
” ultimate, its irremeclfable decision npon 
” the most mateiial points of that negoda- 
" tion. Was ever.an ins'iance heard so sin- 
golar, sb opposite to the customs of civ?- 
•' lized nations as the present. The Uiiitod 
“ States and England diftbr tipou this im- 
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porfant point, the right ^seasch, to ad- 
just the difficulty and restore harfiiony if 
** possible, special instructiooa and authority 
are comnaunicated to our ministers at 
London; proposals are made;to theBri- 
'* Jish government. They promise to re- 
*' turn an answer, and while it is hourly 
. ** expected; on a sudden appears a procla- 
" Illation of that government, which Jpre- 
cljides all farther discussion upon lh» 
principal object uf iiegoi iatiou; refuses to 
hear either argumeJMi^r reasop, and says, 
" my determination is fixed; submit or 
“ feel the effects of my displeasure. The 
“ measure appears to be a gro&s, d studied 
" insult upon our national dignity; it seems 
** intended as a ridicule upon our modera- 
" tion, at the same time that it is a menace 
" to frighten us from the giound we have 

*' taken.”-llow false these facts, how, 

fallacious this reasoning, it is needless, at this 
day to show, the subject having already un¬ 
dergone so .imple a discussion. All I wish¬ 
ed to show, by the quoting ot this paper was, 
that it was the question of searching for sea~ 
men, and not the Orders in Council, that 
was, and is regarded as of imporunce, in 
America. As this writer says, the two coun¬ 
tries arc really at issue upon this question. 
The king has declared, that he never will 
yield the right of search, and the Ameiicans 
lijve declared, that they will not submit to 
the exercise of that right. They would, it 
isveiy likely, 'complain as loudly as Mr. 
Baring does ot the Oiders in CouncU; but, 
this they cannot do, without complaining ot 
Frame also, and their base partiality for that 
power will not suffer them to do that. — ■ 
The American papers, which now lye before 
me, down to the 20lh of February, exhibit a 
picture of national feeling and affairs very 
different from what the people of Rngland 
would have expected to exist, bad they be¬ 
lieved the representations of Mr. Alexander 
BaVing and his coadjutor, the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle. It w^ll be borne in mind, that the 
Auroi a, from which alone I shall quote, up¬ 
on this occasion, is a paper devoted to Mr, 
Jefferson and his party. Let us hear, then, 
what sort of opinion they seem to entertain 
of the virtue of the members of Congres«% 
.and other persons of influence in America. 
-——Feb. 2nd. “ Under the Rose. Since 
the ai rival of Mr. Erskine's coffeagudr, at 
the seat of government, merely out of 
compliment to Mr. Rose, Mr. Erskine 
has opened a levee every Tuesday even^ 
ittg —and it is very handsomely attended 
by members of loth houses / — —Mr. Rose 
is not backward in politeness in retom for 
Uiese civilities. He has in the'most pen- 


" descending m.inner waited oa' several 
members at their own lodging^, and has 
“ entered into very long and innocent pon- 
" versaiions with them— sub rose We 

" propose publishing, (rom day to day, aBor 
** the 1st of Feb., after the manner of the 
court papers in London, the names of«all 
** the gentlemen and ladies who attend Mr. 
“ Erskine’s levee, (sub rosaj merely for 
" public amusement, and to see bow this 
" kind [of court news operates.—-—It is a 
** fact, that fifty thousand guineas have 
“ been landed from the Slatira frigate.— 
" To solve the question—Is that sum for 
" secret service money ? Wo have only to 
** inspect the anglo-federal papers printed in 

" all our seaports.-Could not your Parks, 

“ your Russels, your Langs, and your Cole- 
" mans, your Relfsand your Bronsons, your 
" Youngs, and your Dalchos—give some 
“ account of its di.tri/MtioB—the quantum 
“ or portion allotted to Boston, to New 
“ York, to Philadelphia, &c. See. 
—Feb. 4. " The report of Mr Rose's 

going home, we did not believe, though 
" we heard it before. Mr. Rose is come 
" here to da something. Bullying and pa- 
“ layering have failed: there is one re- 
*' source more ; and that will be liied : the 
“ GOLD that has corrupted all Europe, 
and destroyed all that it has corrupted, 

will be tried here." -Feb. 10. “ Cili- 

" zens of America, the gold of Britain 
must be diffused abundantly ; or there is 
“ more profligacy in'some of your citizens, 

'• than the vilest of despotisms produce. 

“ Mark them.” -Such is the language 

of Mr. Jefferson’s newspapers; such the 
confidence they repose in that republican 
virtue, of which they have boasted so much, 
and of which the poor deluded enthusistic 
Bri.ssot gave the European world such a flat¬ 
tering picture.-The next thing I shall 

notjee. Is, the alarm, evidently excited in 
America, by our exp^ition to Denmark. I 
said, that this would be the case, and here 
is the proof ot. it.—-Feb. 3. " This 

doctrine was advanced by English aqd 
" American federalists, Denmark, they 
asserted, was about to throw her mite 
into the scale of France to the evi¬ 
dent injury of England. This was the 
cry of every pimp and agent of the cor¬ 
rupt government of Britain ; a govern¬ 
ment, that is never ot a loss for pretexts 
to encroach on her neighbours—it tyas 
this government, which without the ' 
shadow of proof to substantiate her in- 
femous conduct, basely and treacherously 
accomplished the destruction of the navu 
power of Denmark, and plratically invadv 
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** edbcr territoiy: Andwhjr ? Because Bri- 
** taintercsd tbit her iniqaity would jifttly 
*' draw down opon her own bead the ven* 

geance ‘of the whole world.-^Every 

i man recollects this hue and and ciy about 
** French influence predominating at Copen* 
bageti. It was a fruitful, nay, the only 
source of justilication which the friends 
of England could use to palliate this 
“deed without a name,”—‘Mark the 
inevitable tendency of advocating such a 
doctrine.——If these wretches justifled 
Britain /Am—will they not justify her in 
the commission of a simitar act non* when 
the U. States are charged whith being un¬ 
der the contrt^ of Bonaparte ? Every 
English agent and apostate American 
rings the same peal—and while they ap> 
plaud England for attacking Denmark 
they virtually invite the same power to a 
repetition of the tiagic scenes recently 
e&bibited at Copenhagen.—They pos* 
sestted no proof of the subserviency of 
Denmark to France—yet they jus ified 
Britain in almost annihilating that inno¬ 
cent nation, to appease her fears and sus¬ 
picions —They possess no proof that 
America is under French influence—yet 
there are scoundrels in this country, who 
are weak and wicked enough to make the 
assertion, and thus invite hostility.— 
England never did, and never can eidtibit 
evidence of the guilt of Denmark. It 
was her spies and agents there who gave 
the false informatioA on which ibegovern- 
ment acted. Her spies and agents here, 
are pursuing the same course ; and they 
expect the same oousequences! — Onr 
cities will be Copenkagettkteeb—aHi our 
shipSf limber, treasury, Asfe. loill be 
“ amicably'* depo»tted in Great B/itain’* 
—What! afraid of us ? Is it possible, 
that the gmt America should be afraid of 
** little Britainafraid of the nation, 
whom, but the other day, the Americans 
represented is expiring under the lash of 
France ? Olt. that example of Copenhagen 
has worked wonders in the worlds It will 
five a deal of stri/e, war, and bloodshed. 

1 like to see the name of that city become a 
verb in the American dictionary. “ Our 
“ cities will be copenhagenixed” is an ex¬ 
cellent phrase. It is very tiue, that Sir 
John Warren would copenbagenire New 
York with a very little tioable.' Call not 
this the insolence of power, gentlemen ^ 
for, rccolleer, that the quarrd between us 
axosetoteiy out of your demaad upon us to 
yield one of our maritime rights. After 
such a demand, we are at liberty to laugh at , 
your altU ms about the copenhagenixing of 


yonrekiea. Ton thought, that (he progress 
of Napoteonopoa<the<»ntiDent, had broken 
down our spirits; and, your generosity 
luggested, that this was the happy moment 
for you (x> extort fronv us a concession, 
which would have humbled us and crippled 
Us for ever. Ycair generous purpose has 
been frdstrated ; England has given the * 
world a proof that she still is mighty } and 
you, from being the threatners, are becolhe 
the tremblers. Your^vindictive act of non*- 
importation is am^iSted by the sending of a 
force capable of destroying your ports. 
Where is now all your vaunting about in¬ 
vading Jamaica .and reducing Halifax to 
ashes i — —The embargo is making dreadful 
w'ork, amongst the merchants and shop¬ 
keepers, and, indeed, amongst persons of 
all ranks and degrees in the country. The 
ciy against it was, at the date of the latest 
intelligence, pretty general. Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son’s party had been endeavouring to obtain 
a Vote in approbation of it, in the legislative 
assembly of Pennsylvania) but they had 
failed.——Feb. 3d. ** The following is the 
“ rosolutiAn that was negatived, and such is 
“ the effect produced in the legislature of 
“ Pennsylvania, by the intrigues of men 
“ who at this moment hold offices of con- 
" fidence and trust under the executive of 
“ the United States. -Whrrbas, the go¬ 

vernment of the United States, h.iye 
deemed it expedient and promotive of the 
general inteiest of the nation to lay kn 
embargo, and we the representatives of the 
people of Pennsylvania, do approve of 
“ the wisdom and patriotism of the niea- 
“ sure: and whereas, tKt re are to be found 
“ among us, persons claiming the rights of 
“ American citizens, and enjoying all the 
** benefits of this free government, who are 
" so Io*t to all sense of patriotism, as to 
reprobate a measure called for by the best 
interests of the country: and whereas it 
is incumbent upon a free people to sustain 
the measures of a government constituted 
by themselves, when they areobtiously 
“interwoven with the general interest and 
of the nation. Iherefore Bx- 
“ SOI.VFD, by tlie bouse of representatives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania* 

“ that the embargo laid by the general go* 

“ vernment meets our hearty aud entire ap- 
]$^iobation, and that we view in it a wise 
measure calculated to secure the peace of 
our country, to preserve the property of 
onf citizens, and tq procure a«redress of 
Qttr wrongs The ftiJure is, the rea-i 
der Will perceive, attribnted to men holding 
oi^ces under JeA^rsoii; so that there must 
be a division even amongst (hat party tiumis 



SJ7] APRILS, lW,r^AniMcttn.8tatts, [JS9 

a^ygf *In the nsem while, it ie com- . and one of the bloodiest, perhaps, that, ever 
plained of, in a paj^of.tbe Itth of Febni- was known in the world. <* The law of 
arjTf that the *• tory vessels going out of the *' Co|ienhagen will be the iatv of the land!" 
** ports, on a trip, trip off to Ja- ,Tbe prospect is terrible, and for this pros- 

maka.” I sai(^, that this w^uld be the pect the people have to thank the unnatural 
case^t but, if this be the case at the end of partiality, the vanity, the insolence, of their 
six weeks, what will it be, at the end of six rulers, and themselves. Here is an instancepf 
inontlis? The party opposed tor Jefterson a nation having been brought by pure vanity, 
ask: *' what is the embargo fori Of what to a situation the most perilous and disgrace- 
'•use is it? Why do you not go to war, 6r. ful that ever was witues-od. They must 
let us live at peace? Why do you keep needs be " a great power!” They mnst 
" us in this tantalizlki^tate?” The party needs dictate to England! Verily, they ‘ 
of Mr. Jefferson seem ennq^ at these will repent of this for many a Jong day.—— 
questions, and answer by threats of ven- The party of Jefferson are proposing (paper 
geance upon the beads of their opponents, of the 18th) to publish the names of all those 
We will tpll yop," say they, “ for the members of Congress, who speak, or vote 
" benefit of your British friends. The go- against the measures ot the President, " that 
veriiment of the United Slates, do not *' they may be wanted ready against the dny 
wish to go to war. As long as war is " of vengeance.” Many of tlwse have hi- 
" avoidable; tiiey prefer remaining peace- therto been forward enough in their hubtility 
ably within their own homes to shading towards England; and, now, it scemc, they 
** blood without unavoidable necessity. War are about to receive their reward. They 
** is neither the passion of the government will, probably, find to their cost, that it is 
'' nor Use interest of the people; they have much easier to raise a popular ferment than 
proved this to be their policy and their to allay it.—In my last, I spoke about 
“ wishes by more patience afcd suffering the k^ing of St. Tammany's d.iy, in 
'' titan any nation ever exhibited with simi- America. One of the papers, now be- 
lar capacities for retaliation since the ere- fore me, furnishes an advertisement relating 
" atioti. They prefer now to remain on the to a meeting of this sort. " A stated meet- 
defensive than to injure the unfortunate ing of the Tammany Society will be 

subjects of a deprav^ government—and held, on Thursday evening next, the 4lh 

knowing that they can do what is effectual of the month of Snows, at the comet/fire 

whenever occasion calls for it, theywish of their great wigwam, No. fid, ^torth 

to put off the evil day, because when they Fourth street, precisely at the going down 

** begin, it will be a complete work. When- of the sun.—-By order of the society,— 

** ever the United States are forced to war, ‘ John L. Baker, Sec .—Tidonth of Colds, 

** stand clear—it will not be like the days of '* 2g,—yeat of discovery 316 "—Was there 

revo/tt/ton—law promulged at Co- ever folly equal to this ? This was an in- 
penhagen, will then be the law of the vention of Jefferson, Madison, Munrue, 
land—BO neutrals—every man must be Dr. Rush, Mackean, and some other of the 
an active a decided American—or an ene- leaders, to make the rising generation bt- 
my—and from that day English influence lieve, that they were .of Indian origin! 
no more disturbs nor distracts this conii- At these meetings, tlie moon-stricken pro- 
nent—not a vestige of it will remain. The fossors decorate themselves with featueis 
'government wish to avoid the terrible ani! baubles and skins, after the manner (.f 
operation of war—and they will, while the savages, and get as drunk, ol\, bow 
the thing is practicable, preserve an armed drunk they get upon stinking liver-burning 
neutrality —when forc^ to war. we rum, at^enpence halfpenny a quart! This 
peat it again — TXJBIES STAND is tiis enlightened nation"! Poor fools, 
CLEAR!" —Thus, as 1 foretold, the as if they codd, by sudi silly devices, ob- 
war they intend to carry on) is a war upotf literate history, and make the children of 
eask other, Hie fiist three months of war the honest Quakers of Pennsylvania believe^ 
would see all the rkk, or tmi/es, plundered, that the ancestors of their neighbours to the 
in one shape or another. Either by ddnble South came from the banks of tlie Missisip-; 
taxes, by the occupation of their houses, by pi, instead of emigrating from Old England 
the seizing of thejr bay and straw and com by consent of a righteous judge and twelve 
and porh, in the lyay of contribution; or good men and true!——Corresponding w’itli 
else by direct fine, or confiscation. Having the project of St. Tammany was another for 
110 foreign enemy in the country, the ma- forming an “ American Language"-, and, 
rauding faction would have nothing to fear, one I'hornion, a native, 1 believe, of B.ir* 
Tliere would be another compltte revoUuion, badues, was so far encouraged to proceed in 
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this project as to publish a book, an elemen¬ 
tary book for beginners! There M'as to ‘be 
none of bur characters left. The ih was to 
be represented by one character} and, in 
short, the shape of,the whole of the letters 
•was to be changed. But still the fools would 
have had all the sounds, all die idiom, all 
the graminalical 'coatlruilion This was, 
however, to be called the " American Lan¬ 
guage ; " for the wise noddled inventor 
told the people, that it was disgraceful to 
them to acknowledge, at every breath, that 
they spoke thelanguagc of slaves. Is it any 
wonder, that the nation has been made mad ? 
Is it any wonder, that they should have 
discovered so much malignity and so much 
contempt towards England ? And, is it pos¬ 
sible to open their eyes by any thing but 
blows? Love us they will notj but, it is 
quite within our power to prei ent them from 

despising us.-1 perceive, from these p.a- 

pers, that their fiimoas Federal City, or Cilif 
of IVashington, is about to be actually aban¬ 
doned, there being no prospect of its ever 
becoming an inhabited place. One of my 
flins, in their eyes, was, laughing at this 
foolish project. But, oh ! what will become 
of the “ Capitol," and the tomb of General 
IFashington y There has been a legislative 
discussion upon the subject; and, though 
the Congress came to no det Lion (which is 
mostly the case), it is evident that the wild 
project must be given up. How many men 
have been ruined, totally ruined, by this 
silly project, this chiKl of the children of 
vanity! They must needs have a city 
greater than ever before existed in the world! 
The plans of this cursed thmg have induced 
scores of builders and mechanics to cinigiate 
from England. They have long ago been 
ruined, and their families, fur want of the 
means of returning, ate now begging their 
bread.— In the paper of the pth of Fe¬ 
bruary, 1 find a paragraph, with which I 
am very much pleased. 1 will insert St, 

and endeavour to make the application.- 

There is a coincident temper generally 
** united in the same charactcis -a ho are 
** hostile to civil liberty. It is that abject 
** temper, which is disposed to submit to 
** the most despicable meannesses at the 
** command of a supeiior knave or villain, 
** with the hope of being sustained in de- 

legated tyranny over others.-Of the se 

descriptions are the enemies of civil li- 
berty, the foes of virtue and concord al¬ 
ways, anddn all circumstances in every 
country. The bashaw u ho commands a 
province with the proverbial tyranny of a 
Turk, tells the grand seignior that it is 
the vilest of slaves who addresses him; 


“ the priests of the Debt Lama worship 
“ and even devour his excretions; about 
" thii ty years ago the fashion of the silks 
“ aud ribbons worn* at Paris wore k&-kd le 
** dauphin. At the couit of Great Britain 

**. and caUs it 

an honour; when a wealthy native of 
'* Asia irf the British provinces, meets an 
English nabob w ho has come to plunder 
“ hiscountry in an atiiuablu way,he isundhr 
'• the necessil} of getting outot his palanquin 
*' or alighting fronts horse or his elephant, 
iest his not being on foot should be con- 
sidered as a nani of respect. The e.'t- 
“ amples miflit be extended to a volume— 
" it is the literal chy of slaves that produces 
“ this baseness and tyranny—and baseness' 
“ it is said descends it accumulated 
" meanness and insolence.” — 1 his is 
very true indeed. Nothing can be more 
true; nothing better expressed, except the 
‘•mall passage that 1 haee chosen to leave out. 
But, Mr. Duank, why did yon not give us 
an example or two drawn from amongst 
yourselves ? Do you think that baseness 
more ramprfnt w.as ever seen, than that which 
is displayed by the American people ? Or, 
do you look upon the shabby pettifoggers, 
whom they cho.se to adore, v hose feet they 
choose to hek, as so niiicli better than tho 
Nabob and the Tut k ? You remember how 
the bt se wretches used to abuse me for ev 
posing the despotic acts of Mackean, then 
chief justice and now governor of Pennsyl¬ 
vania. You remember hoV you all exulted 
at the final success of that man over me, 
aided by a jury of his vile slaves ; and, now, 

I peiceive, by yonr paper (if the 20ih of 
Fehrui-y, that those members of the as¬ 
sembly, who were f'orniorly his .supporters, 
have found out, that “ ho has violated tho 
“ constitution that he.was .sworn to .support; 

“ that lie hi'i'. trampled under foot the sacred 
“ rights of ireemen ; that he ha« acted, not 
" as a faithful public s'ervant, but as a dcs- 
“ pet; and that, against his private re- 
" \enge, neither age, poverty, character, 

^ infirmity, nor patriolistn has afforded 
" piiitection." Excuse me, if I am glad 
of this. Excuse me, if I express my 
joy at it. The only malediction I be¬ 
stowed upon you, the abettors of Mackean| 
was, that his life might be as long as yours. 
Believe me, Mr. Duane, the reign of this 
man is a punishment that the state of Penn¬ 
sylvania deserves. He was made to be ft 
scourge for you; a scourge that you rich¬ 
ly merit. If must grate you, a little, one 
would think, when you fecollect, how 
powerfully instrumental you yourself weye 
in putting the rod into his iron hand. Yoi| 
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must remember, when 1 charged him with 
having, while he was chief jubtife. said, that, 
if Ik* were made governor, he \iould pardon 
any man that should munier me You must 
remember, that you applauded the saying. 
Is it not just, then, that you should feel his 
despotic hiUTs? And, will you still hope, 

• in the f.ire ot all your present buflering.s un¬ 
der him, to mike the \sorId believe, that 

yffuaie flegmen 9 -1 shall conclude with 

an extract o- two, which may serve .ns a. 
toJei ililt' f'ood answe^to Mr. A. B. (Alex- 
anui'T iiinng I snppos^ of the Morning 
Car ■Hide, wlui complained of the language 
of oil, new- papers, respecting the •Aracri- 
ca'i gi>vertim<y)l and its chief ; and also to 
Mr. lloscoe, the sapient Mr. Roscoe, who 
advised the king to en Jc.ivour to cherfsh the 
kind dispositi'ii’ ofa people of an uiigin com 
mon with our ovvn. Mr. A B bidusbewaie 
faoK we spoke of the president > for, that, 
though he signed himself simply TkomaiJef- 
Jtii'n,he w's ne*verfheless, the sotereign 
ofa “ great nation j” an3 leminded us, that it 
was fprte f lit- to consider the language of our 
piibl.c priiT . 1 , the l.inguage of'^ur govein- 
ment. Now, then, Mr Baling, let us hear 
the laiigu ige of the /lurorn, of the 1 ."ih of 
February, respccl.ng the king < f Enfflaud, 
and, ojservc, that this print is notoriously 

devoted to Mr. Jedrrs )u-" From the 

'/ Charle.ton City <i.uette of Feb. 0- 

** A report was C' nent yesterday, in this 
" city, of the deaf t of the king of England, 

“ said to have bfic.i brought by captain Man- 
dells of the Sea Horse, wliich left R.'ims 
** gate on the 24th of Dec ; w ho «tates, that 
" a gentleman irrived lint d-'yat Ramsgate 
“ from London, who imorir-ed Jiim, that 
" when lie left tbccitv. great bell ot 
" St. Paul's church wa.s tolling ; which 
" circumstance, it is said, does not take 
“ place but on the death of some of the 
** royal family ; and as the king had .some 
days before, been stated to he indisposed, 

“ it was concluded that be had died. London 
papeis of the I5thand l6ih,makenomen- 
tion of his bickness; but on the cuiitraty, 

" state that he transacted bubiness on the 
“ J4th with the Duke of York.——A mat- 
ter of very little consequence otherwise 
" than there is one MONSTER less on tlie 
** earth."——Now, then, Mr. Baring, is 
this the language of the American gavern- 
roent } Now, then, Mr. Roscoe, you, 
who profess, such an ardent attachment to 
his Majesty'a person and family;” do you 
approve of this ? *• No.” But, are you 
willing to riseni it ? That is the point. Are 
you willing to resent it ? Are you willing to 
pjake any of those sacrifices^ of whidt you 


•"Ammean 

told the king you would be so profiise, ** in 
defence of his person and family 
But, behke, it is for your country that 
you have these sacrifices at hand ? Wdl# 
then, bear what these your de.nr fsieoda 
say of that country, under its well known 
name of John Bull. I now quote tbo 
close, and recapitulation, of a string of 
sentiments, from the same iiews-paper of 
the 10th of February. 

“ Strike the string, and breathe the lay, 

" Give John Bull’s praises to the day; 

" Is there a woman lying-in, 

“ Deserted infant, born in sin, 

“ Or sinking age, or helpless youth, 

" Or maiden love, or matron truth, 

“ Or man disarm’d, w ith guileless mind, 

" To John Bull’s wiles or de.if or blind ? 

“ There John Bull points his purple s^iear, 

" Hasty, hasty rout is there, 

“ There confusion, terror's child, 

** Coniiict fierce, and ruin wild, 

" Agony that pants tor brt*.ith, 

*' Despair and unexpected death, 

“ These to John Bull’s gloiy given, 

“ These his fame shall waft to Heaven. 

And bloody tears shall w'retches weep 
“ When ranght by John Boll— fust asleep^ 

Now, Mr. Roscoe, how do you feel? la 
this our character ? are we the cowardly, 
cruel, deceitful race here described ? At the 
very out-set of the dispute with America, I 
took oi’casion, in an-a’cr lo an ass.iila.lt, 
who (God forgive me if the suspicion was 
unjust) I took for American j I took 
occasion to caution the Elfectors of West¬ 
minster against giving into the notion, that 
tile Americans hated-only our government, 
lassuied those gentlemen, that the whole of 
the people of England were the object of 
American malice and abuse. My blood had 
to boil, for years, under this infamous abuse. 

I had witnessed proofs* in abundance that 
the Americans hated us all I had seen them 
make public rejoicings at the mutiny in the 
English fleet, at the defeat of the English 
array, tit the scarcity of provisions in JEng^ 
land ; tyid, in short, at almost every event 
conspicuously unfavourable to England) 
Nor were these exultations confined to the 
rabble. The " constituted authorities,’' as 
they called themselves, after the French 
fashion, pai took therein ; and were imitated 
by many of the members of Congress. The 
first whk of the heart of the people of 
America, generally si>eaking, is to see 
England conquered, and extinguished as an 
independent nation; and their next wish is, 
that they may have a hand in it. They 
Ixave, amongst them, a great number of 
Germans, whose maliguiiy:; proverbial, and 
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they have, in pow4r, lotne half dozen of 
precious lutaves from, the little venoraous 
states of Geneva and Switzerland, whose 
very natnre itseems tobe to live in hatred and 
hostility again«t all great and powerful na¬ 
tions.——But, Mr. Baring, what do you 
say to this ? Are we the blootly minded and 
rtiwardly race here desciibed? I*, it for this 
description that we aie to love your Ame- 
riean brethren ? Have we hero a proof of 

that “ mildness andpeaceal-Ieneisnad innffen- 
•* siveness,” with which you, in ctrpying 
Mr. Senator Mitchell, choose to decorate 
the American character > Can you. Sir, 
have the assurance, have you acquired so 
much of the American nature and manners, 
as to look an Jinglidunaii in the face, and 
justify this ? 1 have not taken niu:li pains 
in selecting instances, or I could have filled 
this sheet from the eighteen news pajiers 
now lying before roe. Let the w'retches 
proceed; but. I cannot say, that 1 should 
be .sorry to hear that their calumnies had 
been answered by English bomb-shells. It 
is very well for you merchants and manufac¬ 
turers, who have as raitcb property in Ame¬ 
rica a» you have in England, and who are, 
by turns, subjects here and citizens there; 

>' is veiy well for you to turn off this abuse 
with a laugh; but, for us, whose all is here ; 
who have no double character | who must be 
Kngiishmen or nothing : for us it is not to 
laugh, but to resent, and, if possible, to 

revenge.-1 have now, until some new 

attempt be made on t^e part of her advo¬ 
cates, done with America, whose vanity and 
insoJence have pushed her forward iu'o 
notice, and who hascertainly gained nothing 
by notoiiety. For many months, indeed, 
for years, 1 said not a word about her or her 
rulers; but, when it, at last, became a 
question, whether England were to be bulli¬ 
ed by her, I could not hold tny tongue. 
Her indiscreet partizans have challenged an 
enquiry into her resources and her cbaractftr. 
The result is before the world. I will not 
pretend, that I am sorry to have bad this 
opportunity of exposing her nakedpess, to 
do which, though, certainly, it was my 
dn^r, was not less •my indination. She 
now stands before the people of England in 
her true shape and colour. I defy all the 
Barings a;td Roscoes npon earth to mislead 
them again as hr as relates to her; and, 
whether we have war or peace with her, the 
knowledge thus communicated to the nation, 
upon a .subject, with respect to which they 
were befotemore ignorant than with respect 
todlraosl any other, cannot, I hope, fail 
to lie of great and lasting advantage. 

Ulr. Jb\oSt’s reply to A. B. C. upon the 


subject of the Curate’s bill, shall be inserted 
next week.*- . ■ ■T he Chty ef Ltmdon proceed¬ 

ings upon the Reversion Bill need not have 
been pointed out to me : it is a subject deep¬ 
ly interesting to the pnblic.—<—I do not 
in»ert the* Bristol Resolutions, becau;ie I 
disapprove of them, as coupling an approba¬ 
tion of the conduct of Sir Francis Bordt-tt 
with that of the selfish proceedings ot the 
petitioners of Liverpool. I am for seeifig 
England freefrom domestic oppression ; but) 
am willing to su Ijppif even to that, 'rather 
than urge the government to make a dis¬ 
graceful and precarious peace, the natural 
tendency of which must be to extinguish 
tlie very hope of seeing a restqyation of the 
liberties which our forefathers enjoyed. 

Bettey, Jth Apt il, 1808. 

AMBRICAir STATE-. 

Sir -Permit me to offer some re¬ 
marks on the observations and arguments 
that arc conveyed in a letter from an Ame- 
r'lcan Merchant ofiNew Broad Street, as 
inserted in your Register of 26lh March, 
p. 495 and allow me also to state seme 
facts in addition to those he has adduced, 
that may perhaps contribute towards placing 
die subject on which he has addressed you, 
in a more correct point of view. This 
“ American Merchant," (I take his signa¬ 
ture, Mr. Cobbett, in giving him this ap¬ 
pellation, for I am sure, judging from the 
line of argument he ha.s adopted, I should 
libel both bis feelings and bis principles, were 
I to designate him a British American Mer¬ 
chant) after fastening on your remarks, the 
accusation of “ rash assertions,” proceeds 
to allow you to consider biro, if you please, 
as acting in the capacity of counsel for Ame¬ 
rica. He tells you he concedes this point 
" to save you all the trouble of your usual 
“ ingenuous conjectures.’*—Now, the fact 
is, 1 am inclined to think, he yields thus 
much, in order that he may have the advan¬ 
tage of being really and boni fide considered 
as counsel. When I say the advantage of 
being so considered you will perceive my 
expression has reference to the duties and 
practice of a counsel, viz. to endeavour to 
defend his client’s clause right or wrong; 
td suppress those troths tliat might mako 
against his case, and to press forward, ei¬ 
ther under the mask of sophistry or other¬ 
wise, all the slender eircumstances bis in¬ 
genuity can devise in fiivourof it.—We will 
now consider this corresiiondent of yours, 
Mr. Cobbett, as counsel for America, and 
provided you have sufficient patience, we 
will travel through his arguments. After 
qqpting yqur assertion that ' the nttqirala 
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•io i«bmit(tollMei^T«lqr|'i#^ 

* their shim bovnd fer i|»l- 

* thw of mem iimIk tmf pab^ remdn 

* stance or protest i^nst the daeree of 
J Prance/ m ^terres, '* ycM say, this 
in the face ef tbe imttiediati* explBoatian 
of the French decree given by the ndoia* 
ter of marin^ Decris, to' fhe •AtfieritMti 
envoy at Paris.** This appears at the first 

^nqr a formidable febuke}.^t, Mr Ame^ , 
rican Met chant, have yon never hmrd of 
the questions that ^eqg in tbe month 
September put to Buonapatifi himself, by 
the chief judge ot the court of prize eaases, 
and of the iinswers that were giveifi Per¬ 
haps not, an^ therefore that yon may no 
longer remain in ignorance of them I will 
here give a copy of the document: * 
(^uations put by iht Presiaent of the Court 
of Prize Causes to the Emperor of Prance, 
1st. Whether there shall be any excep¬ 
tions to the decree of the 2l8t mv. 1806 
in ^vour ot such neutrals, as, by their treaty, 
were allowed a fair trat&on the priviledge ck 
neatraliEingproperty; that is to sa^, vet- 
sell going or coming from Bbgland with 
cargoes i 

2d. Whether neutral vessels in ballast 


IlMHt adismd nran of ctipttti#, both df 
H^STwanis j(Bst««red: N6w»-( 
eannlto «t hutinea' of aetaaf e&kdemuatimi 
and Whicli b axpiained in tbe fLUoanng Bx- 
trw^of nLetfor received from the Cuiti* 
neat, vis: ** You may depend on it that 
** my information with r^ard to the French 
Decree concerning neutrals trading with 
England is correct; and as a proof of it, 
I can inform you that an Amerir<in, load¬ 
ed in England for a Spanish coloor, was 
cast away upon tbe French coast, m the 
Channel; and both ship and cargo ha\^ 
been comtemned, n-)twiihotandiiig, the 
property whs admitted to be Amenr in.*’ 
•—This, then, is an instance of which I 
will suppose your correspondent was not 
aware, and I have no doubt there are still 
more. Yes, I say, I have no dou.it mere 
are stUl more, and 1 think every impartial 
man will echo mv opininn after reading ihe 
following two additional Extracts from Let¬ 
ters from the Onitinent, also written, and 
received in England previous to the promul¬ 
gation of our Orders in Council, vie ** The 
•* French Emperor has re' ived the Decree 
** of tbellstof Nov. 1806. in its fah force, 
** and it has been acted upon at Aniwetp." 


should also be made liable to confiscation 
upon the only plea of their having, even 
•tress of sveacher or faptore, ente^a Bri* 
tufa port) 

^d. Whether b^f of the confiscated ppo* 
petty should in al| cases be appr<^riatQ|l lo* 
indemnifying French 'lufieren by 
ttijtisb spoiiationt t 
' ’ 4nswers, 


1 St That at tbe Decree contains no excep¬ 
tion there snail be none made in its applica¬ 
tion. 


'idly. This most be sufiered to lay over for 
further consideration. ^ 

3dly. Aoswered in fhe affirmative. 

Now, Mr. Oehbett, does not Buonaparte’s 
dnswer to tfae first question flatly contra¬ 
dict the expimtation given by Deerds ? Your 
correspondBat has facetiously observed, that 
doubting Decr&s* explanation *' is Veatly 
** pretending to know better than tbe doc* 
** tor.” Positively I do conceive, from the 
doeoment I have just copied, that the doc¬ 
tor’s man pretended to know better than fiis 
master, or else the master (Bnonapart^) 
subsequently thought proper to no •longer 
permit the Americans to be exempted from 
the sweeping clauses of his decree.—I'he 
next assertion produced by your correspon¬ 
dent ia, that down to tbe date of tins Orders 
in Council no vessel had been condemned 
either in France or Spain tor trading with 
?!!oglindj and that otily two instances had 


Again; ** A private advice has bien given 
within these few days pist, by the Arae- 
**' rican minister at Paris, through the me- 
dinm of the Aincrit in consuls, to the 
** ponstgners and others concerned in Arne- 
** rican vessels now in this quarter, to de- 
part for Ameriovwithout delay. 1 have 
" seen the minister’s letter^vho gives as tbe 
** reason for advising such a >iep, hiii fear 
** of England letting loose tier cruizei s up- 
** on the American trade, when slit learns 
“ that France is »;ting upon the Derree of 
** the 21st Nov. last." - I really think it un¬ 
necessary to say one word in the way of 
comment on this part df my letter —I shall 
now proceed to the aiguments and fads ad- 
dficed by your correspondent, relative to 
Premiums of Insuranc You (he says) 
have made a gross mistaiement of a plain 
matter,of fact; and he then asserts, that 
the premiums of insurance throughout the 
year ISOy upto the nows of tbeatrair of tbe 
Chcsai'eafce, were at peace rales, bemg only 
from 3 guineas down to 2 gntneis per cent, 
kc. and that bis own house, from April to 
July, only paid 2, and 2| guineas per cent. 
Sir, the latter end of January (about tlw 
prriod we just heard of tbe fantous Berlin 
Decree of llib Nov. 1806) a policy of in¬ 
surance was effected on an American vessel 
ftom Alexandria to Liverpool, at i guinea* 
per cent, and in February, from Liverpool 
toBostep, and fiom Liverpool to Phii^l* 
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phia, at d^guineos per cent. I could state 
many other instances, bat they would ,only 
unnecessarily increase the length of my let¬ 
ter, and I know the fact cannot be contra¬ 
dicted, ’ for, independent of my own in¬ 
dividual knowledge, I could produce several 
of the leading underwriters in Lloyd's Coffee 
House as evidences to the truth of my as¬ 
sertion. Thus, then, premiums did ad¬ 
vance from 150 to 200 per cent, in conse¬ 
quence of the Berlin Decree ; and I can also 
tell you, Mr. Cobbett, tliat Jrom the same 
cause, they advanced 100 per cent, in Ame¬ 
rica, without (bear in mind) any public re¬ 
monstrance or protest whatever on the part 
of the American government —I have seen 
a file of New York prices current, in which 
a table of the rates of insurances are print¬ 
ed, and it there appears, that when the Ber¬ 
lin Decree was known in America, the pre¬ 
mium on a voyage to England, which was 
previously 2^ per cent, immediately advanced 
to 5 per cent. Premiums continued at these 
advanced rates up to April, when 1 jidinit 
they again found nearly their former level, 
under the p.esumption that Buonaparte’s 
Decree had not, to that period, been acted 
upon. But, Sir, if my information is cor¬ 
rect, as stated in this letter, and which 
solemnly I believe it is, it unquestionably 
was sulsa/uenthj acted upon (and that, too, 
previous to the promulgation of the British 
Order-s in Council) when premiums of in- 
srranee again in consequence advanced,— 
How mNerable a subtqrfnge has the Ameri¬ 
can Merchant been obliged to resort to in 
order to prove his assertions with respect to 
premiums of insurance, (which he tells us 
is the best criterion “ from which to judge 
“ of the practical import of the famous 
Berlin Decree of Buonaparte*’) when in 
order to make out bis case, be has been 
compelled to confine? himself, as relates to 
the premiums pjiid by his house, to that 
immediate period, when the public apprts- 
hension was lulled as to tlte execution of tlie 
said Berlin Decree; and, by the bye, Mr. 
Cobbett, what a enrions bundle of policies 
must Uiat have been from which, he says, he 
at random, took bis proof; this random Col¬ 
lection, it would appear, threw not a single 
policy in his way, effected from the latter 
eud of Jauuaay to the month of March.^ 

1 shaii here. Sir, reoapitolate yonr corres¬ 
pondent’s facts, and assertions, and, at the 
same time place mine against them.—1st. 
He reminds ns of the explanation given by 
the French minister of marine to the Ame¬ 
rican envoy at Paris, relative to the Berlin 
Decree, and I place against it, the questions 
subsequently put to Buonaparte himself, by 


the president of the court of prize canses, 
and the answers that were returned —2dly. 
He asserts that, previous to the issuing of 
our Orders,in Council, no American vessels 
had been condemned under the Berlin De¬ 
cree for tfading with England, and that only 
two had been captured, which were after¬ 
wards restored, and 1 place against these 
assertions, the extracts of letters I have ■ 
given, speaking generally as to the,actual 
strict execution of the Berlin Decree, and 
stating one vessel positively lietn con¬ 
demned.—^3dly. He roundly declares that 
the premiums of insurance throughout the 
year I8O7, up to the news of the affair of 
the Chesapeake, were at pea^e rates, being 
only from 3 guineas down to 2 guineas per 
cent.,' and I prove, that when the Berlin 
Decree was known in Eug'and, premiums 
advanced from 150 to 200 per cent., and 
when it was known in America, they tlierO 
also advanced 100 per cent, I mean direct to 
England and Ireland.—Here, Sir, I close 
with your corre.spoiident. His porsoiiai at¬ 
tack on yourself, and his observations icla- 
tive to the title of the King of France for¬ 
merly maintained by our nipnarchi, having 
been already so very successfully answered 
by yourself; but before I conclude my let¬ 
ter, allow me to assure you, that 1 am ac¬ 
tuated by no other motive in writing it, 
than an ardent wish to assist in rendering 
justice to toy own country, in preference to 
standing forward the prejudiced advocate of 

America and France.-1 - am, Sec. I.—— 

London, 30/4 March, IbOS. 


GENKRAL EMCllOSVSB. 

Sm,'. - The observations which you 

have made in your present volume, p. 305, 
on my proposing a general enclosure act, 
seem to How from the rapid conceptions of 
an ardent mind, when viewing a few pro¬ 
minent points of a great political question, 
and pronouncing a decision without suffi¬ 
ciently considering the various rielations of 
the subject: if you would give the ne¬ 
cessary attention to such a question, no¬ 
body would discuss it more powerfully, 
and 1 must esteem it a misfortune to 
the public, that the editor of a paper, 
tHb circulation of which is so considerable, 
should have declared himself explicitly 
against a measure, which I must esteem as 
esseolial to the public welfare. I beg leave 
to examine your objections, in the order 
yon have proposed them.-^First, you are 
alarmed lest snch a measure snould produce 
much confusion and litigation amongst the 
rights and tenures by which nnenclosed 
lauds are at present held j bat this is aij 
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objection rather to the itijaditious clauses 
supposed to fo:in part of such a billj if 
absurdly framed rather, than of necessity 
iiowing from the measure itself $ such might 
be the effect of a badly framed bill; but I 
jtrould no more be the advocate for guch an 
.act, th.in any other man : it is an objection 
founded on a possible abuse, and were it 
listened to would justify every violent oppo¬ 
sition that has been raa^to abundance of 
measures which experienre has proved to be 
decisively beneficial.—During the first 40 
years of bis present majesty above lUpO en¬ 
closure acts passed, operating upon between 
two and three 'millions of acres, these acts 
have not proved the teeth of a paper -mill, 

. but have without doubt put an end to a 
multitude of litigations and have given-a 
clear definition and much additional security 
to the rights and tenures by which these 
lands w'ero held. Every one knows the 
perplexed, disputed, an(> litigated claims in 
the commonage of wastes, I would as soon 
assign them to the teeth of a p«per mill, 
as leave them to the fangs of attornies. 
While those in Lincolnshire who had the 
pasture of a great coniiaou, (piarrcled for the 
light, a Scotch drover from the highlands 
swept off the food. The drivers for lords 
of manors may profit by parochial disputes, 

. but it would be an odd argumenf against a 
general enclosure to apprehend the annihi¬ 
lation of such rural amusements. That 
2 0(X),000 acres of land could by the au¬ 
thority of commissioners be arranged en¬ 
closed and settled without injury or incon¬ 
venience, wonld be too much to assert, 
but there is great reason to believe that the 
rights of those concerned have, on the 
balance, been greatly ameliorated.—Should 
it be pleaded that these results have been 
produced by special acts, and not a general 
onet 1 reply, that due provision may be made 
for the security of all rights; and such an 
act having passed the house of commons, 
(though thrown out by the lords) is a proof 
that, that bouse was of the same opinion. 
In tact, the objections which have been made 
to bear on this part of the argument, are be¬ 
side the mark upon the general question : *1 
they would form the business of the com¬ 
mittee when employed upon the clauses of 
'the bill.—Your second objection* asks this 
question, What good would it produce ? 
Would it .cause more com to be raised ? If 
it would, it would bet a calamity; for it is 
now too cheap} at least, so have said the 
parliament, in the acts for exportation.” But 
•pray, Mr. Cobbett,. what makes corn too 
cheap? The importation ip the last seven 
years of 9 , 198,924 quarters, bein^ on an 


average 1,314,132 quarters per annum, and 
your declaration is, in fact, saying that ^is ip 
a right state and order of things, thus to de¬ 
pend on foreign commerce instead-of raising 
the com at home/ which would be a calami-. 
ty. You are-too dear headed thus to state 
your position; but, I appeal to your can¬ 
dour, whether the conclusion is not fairly 
’drawn To me I confess that such an im¬ 
portation seems to be an enormous evil, and 
which ualfs for more attention than all the 
sugar colonies and distilleries that ever exist¬ 
ed. And if such an importation does not 
imperiously call for a general enclosure of 
our wastes, the voice of reason can no longer 
be heard; and we shall be governed by the 
policy of card table dowagers, who, pinched 
on the fixed annuities of past periods^ re¬ 
mark that they hear of nothing but improve¬ 
ments, and feel nothing but poverty,—/'/^ 
execrate improvements.’—-^George, Earl of 
Orford, many years ago urged to me the 
same argument: " what can you mean, 

" Mr. Young, living as you do in Suffolk, 
and being a good friend to Norfolk, by 
" proposing to cultivate waste lands ? Do 
“ not you see it would make corn cheap ? 

" And whatever benefit it might be to somo 
** it would certainly be mist bievous to os.” 
That conversation was followed by the im¬ 
portation cf millions upon millions of quar¬ 
ters of foreign corn j and as the present go¬ 
vernment of tliis county is of your opinion 
upon the question of a generakenclosure, we 
have no prospect in future but to import 
corn if we can get it, or of famine If we can¬ 
not.—Go from Bourn Bridge to Newmarket 
—^>'ou will find JO miles of heath inclosed, 
and converted to corn, with several new 
farms built and established ; but scarcely any 
other sign of increased population—none to 
be found farther than the merely agricultu¬ 
ral dass; but, if you examine the nearest 
towns and villages, you will find the old 
blacksmiths, carpenters, wheelers, collar ■ 
makers, &c. more animated in their busi¬ 
ness; but the new demands so divided 
through an extent of 30 •surrounding miles, 
as to render the effects imperceptible to the 
eye.—Mr. Burton, a practical firmer of griat 
experience, and a much esteemed commis¬ 
sioner of enclosures, gave me the following • 
detail of ^^af had actually resulted from the 
enclosure and cultivation of 10,800 acres of 


waste land. 


vaonvcE. 

eH 

1000 acres of wheat 2,500 qrs. at 


48s. per qr. - - - 

6,(m 

1000 acres of barley 4000 qrs. at 


24s perqr. _ - - 

4,800 

1000 acres of oats 4000 qr$, at 20$. 


per qr. • - - - 

4JC(X> 
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1000 acres of turnips feeding 500 Jt 
bullocks to the pr<jfit of J,5 per 
head . - . . . 3,^00 

1000 acres of grass with the offal 
turnips, trediiig 4000 sherp in 
• winter, and tatteoed by part of 
the new lay giass and offal in 
June - ■> • 9>Q00 

5000 acres of pasture supporting 
500bullocks, bringing them for> 
ward for turnips to £3 per head 1,500 
Abo, 4000 sheep summer kept, 
wool and profit on cdrcjse • 2,OQO 
200 cows atolS • « • 1,200 


Produce sold 4^25,000 

10,000 acres. 

600 remaining. 

5fXXlacresof arable demand 200 horses, 
wanting each 4 acres—arable and pasture 400 
acres for—corn give 5 qrs. per horse (or 30 
weeks, or 1000 qrs. at 4 qr. per acre; 250 
acres for the IQOO qrs ; 250 acres of bay 200 
tons vntb the barns maintain them in win¬ 
ter : the 400 acres of pasture soppmt them 
with males and colts in summer. The «m- 
proved rent a^’7,725. Tithe £ 1,500 • rear, 
labour 4^5000. Wear and tear t/STCO. 
Seed ^2,500. Rates jfl/lSl. Interest af 
capital and small sundries j(?l,tt)(k mifcitrr 
a total of ^20,256 and leaving an aomw 
profit of d£’4,74a——You will see. Sir, hy 
these p.irticiilara uut^ these itnprovementi 
were made umipr a v^lew prite -of com. 
and a systena ef h m h wd t y which, thoi^h 
good, is not anile eorflwt. Labour amount¬ 
ing to one-finb of the jprodoae {a |Nretty ca- 
acily in proportfan to that of dro i^rmui- 
lists, and free Sands in the pt^lation re¬ 
turns for the whole kingdom.—1 have noiei 
of many such cases,*^t to recite them would 
0 ^ 1 ^ too many of your pages. No politi¬ 
cian could examine any instance of this 
kind, without being convinced that the in¬ 
crease of human (om free in the market had 
beeniramense —Tiiat inclosing increases 
the culture of corn, appears from the returns 
of above 1,300 parirhes, tb'iswas the case 
with wheat, barley, and oats, and nothing 
decreased but pease and beaus: the increase 
in cattle, dairies, sheep, turnips, clover and 
potatoes was very great: and if such have 
been the effects on enclosing two i^fillions of 
acres, it surpasses my comprehension, how 
any valid argument can be produced against 
the utmost extension of similar exertions: 
but it is easy to conceive that bad not these 
wise measures been embraced throngh those 
forty years, wc should at present, ha e been 
in a sHuation much the reverse of what we 
experience: and that man would be<tleeDaed 


• koM projector nffiodiboh} advise us, upon 
^ sjoikliaa of (bod only, to throw open our 
enemUfes and revert to die barbarism of our 
ancestors.* instead of straining every nerve 
and exerting evety means to do away, by 
coltisratiqD at home, the enormous import of 
twdve hundred thousand quarters from a* 
grainery, the key of which, is in the pocKet 
of Buonaparte. Prevent the want o( this 
importotiob before wohear one word, of the 
enfamity of producing too much corn.— 
Your third reason for objecting to a general 
enctositre act is thus expressed *' Would 
it cause more persons to be born and raised 
up? Why, then, increase of consumption 
would go band in band witn increase of pro¬ 
duction; and no increase of abundance 
would take place." There ia certainly some 
truth here, but not, 1 apprehend, to the ex¬ 
tent stated. You have repeatedly refered to 
tho'population returns, by which it appears 
that 1 713,3^ persons employed in agricul¬ 
ture fcM the total of 9,343,576, or in the 
proportbn,,of every person in agriculture 
feeding himself and more than four others in 
different employments: and you will note 
that this IS besides supporting all the live 
al0(A employed in the culiivalion. Should 
Hbe Contended that such new establishments 
would have the effect of creating a propor¬ 
tional increase in those other classes not in- 
chided in the agricnltural enumeration; 1 
vepljr, that this is contrary ail experience : 
ami more especially, at a moment when the 
manufacturing classes aie under the least de- 
i^iioit in the demand, for their fabrics. 
Tte waste lauds are scattered through 
every county, and almost through every 
district of every county in the king¬ 
dom. A great number of the farmers 
who would undertake the cultivation may 
already live in the vicinity of the wastes : 
artisans for the supply of the farmers un¬ 
questionably live in such vicinity. As to 
clothing, furniture, &c &c. the warehouses 
and s^ps of the neighbouring towns would 
supply a fiir greater demand immediately : 
the industry of many existing traders wo^ 
be animated without the necessary snpposi- 
lioo of an increase, or, at least, of a very 
small one. The meie agriculturists would ’ 
certqjnly increase, but as they contribute so 
largely to Teed others the more tliey in¬ 
creased the better. Hence then, it is plain 
to a demonstration, that the increase of cem- 
sumpiton would not go band in band with 
the incroase of cultivation; and that the cul¬ 
ture of the wastes must be considered as a 
great resource by which to compensate for 
the importation of foreigu corn. In thi| 
respMt impruvement upon the extended 
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scale of some millions of' acres in England 
onl/, would be a direct confirmation of what 
I have been so often exemplified in the par¬ 
liamentary enclosures of great «x>mmoos> 
which liave added so considerably to the pro¬ 
ductions of the kingdom; yet with a veiy 
'small corresponding augmentalioh in the 
numbers of the people: in some casus, par- 
ticulariy in Lincolnshire, with too small an 
augiuetiiation, the result of not building oit- 
tnges sutficient even forthe cultivators of the 
soil,—But a remark may be made here on 
cultivating wastes, when instigated by the 
expectation of scarcity : the law that gives 
the power of enclosure, might require that 
pvciy man in proportion to the'quantity of 
wastes broken up, should cultivate annually 
a certain quantity of potatoes: such a re¬ 
quisition would at once do away every pos¬ 
sible apprehension of an increasing culture 
without a diminished importation. The 
more deeply we consic^sr this subject tha 
more clearly will it appear, that it must be, 
by means of this loot that any efi|*ctive steps 
can be taken to provide a preventative 
against expected scarcity. Nor should it be 
forgotten, that theie is no crop more proper 
for commencing these operations on wastes. 
Ihaiu seen 400 bushels per acre gained in 
October, from lands which in Febiuarywerc 
covered with heath whins and fern.——I 
have dwelt the longer on this point, because 
I know some very able men. who from what 
they call principles, axe of opinion that an 
extension of culture is only an extension of 
(he kingdom as ii is: and leaving the defi¬ 
ciencies of food the same as before. That 
they aie in an error 1 have not tho smallest 
doubt. Sitting by their fire sides will do for 
talking of reason and principles, but it is not 
sufficient for the attainment of that com ic- 
tion which results from examination on the 
spot, in the villages, farms, and cottages of the 
country. Youi last objection. Sir, is founded 
uppn the insufficient cultivation of old lands 
long since enclosed; which you say ought to 
be improved to the utmost before wastes are 
taken in: but I am strangely mistaken if 
the past facts of the last forty years do no) 
afford something like a refutation of this rcf 
• mark. A large proportion of the two mil¬ 
lions of actes enclosed in the first forty vears 
of the presect reign aie now under a very 
capital cultivation: above half a million of 
those acres were absolutely waste, now co¬ 
vered whh the waving eaRi of ample har¬ 
vest, or grazed by great herds of cattle and 
sheep, where geese and ponies were once 
ti}e only stock: Dr. Price was as famous 
for paradoxes as for calculation; be declared 
as violently against enclosures as you can do : 


•I wfll not ]:^y your talenfe so bad a conlpti* 
meat as to call him the Cobbett of that ^y, 
and yet the remark which you make wax 
just as applicable then as it is now ; the old , 
enclosures Were vilely cultivated j bul tlio 
politicians of that day did not sucressfully 
urge (foi Innately for us at present) fo.nt, as a 
reiison against the new speculations.—^I'Ue 
fact IS, that the state of the old enclosures 
cannot, in argument, be connected with the 
smallest degree of propriety with the expe¬ 
diency of uew undertakings, and for this 
plain reason, such old enclosures are in the 
occupation of men who pay the rent their 
landlords demand: and the proprietors of 
the farms who may have known the fathers 
and grand fathers of the^e tenants would not 
be veiy likely to listen to advice the object 
of wbicli would be to distress and ruin hun¬ 
dreds of families turqgd adrift in favour of 
men of more skill and greater capitals. 
Speaking generally land already occupied ia 
no more at our disposition Jtbgn land in the 
moon. And the question is) whether far¬ 
mers having skill and capital but wanting 
business shall not be, employed on waste; 
because certainold farms are l»dly cuitlvateda 
Such reasons and such motives appear to me * 
to verge upon absurdity.—I am very ready 
to agree with you,' Sir, that a better cultiva* 
tion of old enclosed lands is greatly to be 
desired, and there are some circumstancet 
and caves in which it would be even more 
advantageous thao ifoprovipg the wastes, 
as it would be done at a far less expense, but 
such exertions must depend on the general 
policy of the kingdom: on a commutation 
for tithe ; on lea.ses being universally given 
to tenants manifesting a disposition or a 
power to improve: and above all, on secut- 
ing to them a higher price of corn than they 
have received for the last seven years.—-Jt 
remains. Sir, for your readers to jndge w*he- 
tber the measure of a general ir.closurs act 
would iydeid be a monument of folly; or 
the basis of w'ealth of power and prosperi¬ 
ty. I think it might be so framed as to 
prove a decided means of public security 
an irrefragable proof of attention to grea( 
and important interests. That it would im¬ 
prove the morals and animate the iiidustiy 
of the people! encrease the revenue of the 
public and prove in the event a monument 
OF n.»ti6nai. wisdom.— I have the honour 
to be, &c. See.—A kthor Youko.—• 

March 2G, 1803. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
PoRTOQAL.——CormpoBde/ite rehlire to 
the Poituguese Trade. Feb. 9 .1308. 

S:»,-1 luiving received yoar letter 
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o( the 8th in.stanL and notwitlistanding' my ed letter to (he Governor (rf St. Catherine s, 
great wish to forward the trade at present (as but I am beside bound in honour not tty 
far as it may lay in iny power, without in- (onceal from you, nor from any of tl«e coa*^ 

• trading upon (he authority of his Royal cerned, that in a letter, J ntyself wrote to' 

Highness the Pi ince Regent, iny master), 1 the Governor, he is requeiied not to admit 

BBiist confess that 1 found the samedifKculty any ship to a clearance, whose master will 
as the consul general did, in making out such not piesent to h.tu the licence of vlie Privy 
a specific list of goods, formerly permitted to Council, the manifest signed by me, and my 

be imported into Portugal, as would set my printed letter.-All my letters to the said 

■mind, and that of all the merchants who Governor having be^ written in i;oncert 

wish to trade to the Brazils, at rest; but as with his Majesty’)*<Ininisters, and my report 
I can at ail times depend upon the noble and to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
liberal principles of his Royal Highness, 1 made accordingly. I do not answer for any 
hope I have hit upon a medium that will deviation from the established regulations.— 
lake off every difficulty, by inserting in a I am, .Mr, &c. 

letter wliich I myself wrote to the Governor To Mr. H. Nodiri, Cotvmercial Agent, 
of St. Catherine’s, the following postscript. Tourer street, Iftndon. 

which you may communicate to all persons 

concerned:—“ Having met with an insur- French Prisoners. Communiraliort 
mountable difficult]|to ascertain every ar- transmit led from the Transport Offiee, in 

“ tide that was, or was not formerly admit- reply to nil applications made, by Prison- 

“ ted into Portugal, I must observe to you, ers ^ IVar in England, for Passports to 

that in case you should find in the mani- enable them to return to France. 

** festo signed by the Consul General, and « Transport Office, 

** countersigned by me, any article that was Sir, --The Commissioners tor hisMa- 

formerly piuhibited, 1 beg you would as- jesty’s Transport Service, and for the care 
“ cribe the insertion to mv ignorance of the and custody of prison -rs of war, have fe- 
fact, and not to any malice or bad faith on ceived your letter of the ; and 

“ the part of the shippers', therefore you in return, I am directed to acquaint you, 

will be so good as to allow the sale of tliat it is the determination of his Majesty’s 

** them for this time, or request instructions government not to allow any more Frenoh 

*' from the government of his Royal High- officers to go from this country to France, 

ness.”—One of the causes of the difficul- until the French government shall make 
ty in making the list‘you desire proceeds some return for the very great number of 
from the nicumstance, that some goods Frendi officers already sent, or sh.ill agree to 
were prohibited as being of royal manufic- a cartel of exchange upon the fair principle 
tories or monopolies, which at present may of man for man, and lank for rank, accord- 
be wanted in tije Brazils, and not received ing to the usual plan of civilized rations, 
from Portugal, therefore I return the list and as repeatedly proposed by the commis- 
tliat you may frame your manifest, cxclu- sioners without effect. I am, however, td" 

ding from it the following articles which ac(|tiaiut you, that if the French government 

were clearly prohibited in Portugal; - - will send over to this country a British pri- 

Prohibiled Goods.—Silks, not plain and soner of equed rank to effect yr>nr exchange, 

flowered.—M. B. nie uncertainty of this or will officially certify to the commissionoi s, 

article is saved by the P. S. Salt, liquors and that upon your arrival in France such British 

wines, not the growth of Portugal; lace of prisoner shall be released, orders will imtne- 
gold and silver; playing cards; cottOngoods dia*ely, on receipt of such certificate, bo 
of every dcscription^r—“I do not know but given for your liberation.—You will under 
that in future some of the above articles may these circumstances clearly perceite, that 
be admitted, but 1 believe 't much wiser to )ionr detention here is entircl) owing to your 
proceed now regularly, and to sacrifice a own government, to which any application • 
momentary privation to unnecessary trouble, you giay think proper to make on the sub- 

1 remain, Ac. ject, will of course be duly forwarded.-^ 

CiiEVAtiER De Souza Couttinho. As it is probable, that you may not be suffi- 
Mr, John Nndin, Spring-gardens. ciently acquainted with the English lan- 

Copy of a Letter from his Excellency the guage, to understand perfectly this'letter, a 
Portuguese Ambassador. London, Feb. \2. iranslatioa of it into French, is given oh the 
Sir,—-J n reply t® your letter of this ' other side hereof.—I am, &c. 
diy, 1 ha ve nnl only to refi^ yon to rov print- ! ( Burned) Rv * he Serretnry. 

I’nfli'id by Cos anil M.iylts, No. 7 j, Great Iskueen btrcec, and panliii'tied by H. tiagtliaw, Brydges Bcreec, 
Coveiq Gaidvn, whuc ioiaser Nambets nujf be tuid; sold also by d. Budd, Ciown and Miue, Pall Mall. 
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“ This motion of Mr. Uidtiulph, insti^d of at once putting the ministeis to the proof; instead of sWtttj 
“ the country what it had to expect Jroirt them, in the way of ecohomy imtead df doing this bjr 4 
•* proposition for abolishing such sinecures and pensions as never were mwited by the parties epioying 
*■ them; instead ot this, the motion was caiculaied, like the “ learned Janguages,”^ to producean effect 
worse than useless; because, by the appointment of a committee, no redaction will be brought abtut* 
andbecause, by suclAip^wntRient, some persons will be led to believe, that a reduction will be brought 
“ about. There have been such Lommittces l^forc; and still tlie amount of the grants has gone on in- 


cieasmg.' 


-PoLiTicai. Reoistbr*. 21st Feb. 1807. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Revehsion Bill.— —During the last sc 
sioo of parliament, a bill pass^ the Hous 
of Commons, the object of which was t 
prevent, in future, the granting of any plac 
111 reveibion. This bill was thrown out ii 


state of the case, 1 can perceive no mi^hiefi 
likely to arise from the power qf granting 
of a place in reversion, which is not full as 
likely to arise from the power of granting a 
pension to descend in enjoyment to a second 
or a tiiird person, after the presenit grantee; 


the House of Lords; and, another bill, of and, as far as I hard heard, it does notap- 
the same tendency, lately passed in thi* , pear to be the object of any of the reversion- 

rr _ _ *1 _ ,1... 


House of Commons, *has, in the uppe 
house, met with the same fate. A thin 
bill is now before the former hduse, or, is 
by this time, carried op to the latter.—Tt 
be sme, it is a monstrous abuse to give s 
place, or office, or employment, to any one 
to be held by him after the death of the pre¬ 
sent bolder. It is evident, that a tbousanc 


abolishers, now in parliament, to prevent 
the king, or his successor, from granting 
pensions in reversion.-The petitiopa, in¬ 

deed, from the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council, of the city of Lmdon, 
to both Houses of Parliament, go deeper-, 
into the matter. They complain, that there 
are numbers of abuses in the management 


things may happen, to make it impropei and expenditure of the public money; that 

that the revdrstoner should fill the office, oi the peculators detected have not been pu- 

which he has the reversion; but, the im< nished; that there are many sinecure placM 

propriety becomes glaringly manifest, wbeo and pensions which lought |p be abolished, 

we consider, that the appointment in rever. for that they not pniy greatly add.to the bur- 

sion is frequenily, if not generally, to chil- dens of the people, but create a pernjciou* 


dren, or to persons in trust for children, or 
for women.——Lord Auckland's son, foi 
instance was a mere child, when the rever* 
Man of Lord Tburlow's place, as a Teller of 
tne Rxcheqiier was granted to him: and, if 
any one will take the pains to look over the 


and dangeious infiuence, corrupting and un¬ 
dermining the free principles of ,the British 
Constitution. True as this is, and useful at 
it is to promulgate such truths, I should not, 
had I beep a Londoner, have joined jjn the 
petition; and, my objecdoti would htve 


list of this sort of places, he will find almost been, that these sentiments were aqcompa- 

every place granted two or three deep; that nied with what was calculated tq spr^ 

is to say, for an age yet to come.-^Yet, I abroad the idea, that the reyersion bUljougbt 

wish to guard my readers against the notion, to be regarded as a beginning in the .good 

that the putting of a stop to this abuse work of reform, than which, as it is eyidpnt 

would, of Itself, do the nation any great to me, nothing could be farther from thp 

good. I wish to show to Ibem, that the *“utb.-^The petitioned say, that ‘^tbuy-, 

bUl. if nassed, unaccompanied with any viewed with much satisfaction th» fbun- 

4* i-_^ _i3 __ j.*!_^ __ 


pthor measure of reform, would prove a 
thiqg of mere sound.—In the first place, 
the offices in question afie sineeuret, that is 
'to say, offices wherein tlte holders have no- 
thiog iu (he world to do but to receive the 
salaries attaidwMd to the said ofiSces. In other 
words tbe]7 «re so ipauy pretences for 
givii^ awer ^ public tponey; so many. 
n«edaunual allowances; so many perpetual- 


datlon of a popamiUco of finance, anyd 
bailed the introduction to prevent the 
granting of places in reversiou, as the 
first step towards a salutary reformation.” 
—Did Mr. Waithman, who was the pro¬ 
poser of this petition, recollect, wiien he^ 
was drawing it up, the or^u of .tjbis famoua. 
committee ^ fmajice 1 'The motion 
bppqmtmeptjpf thecomqiittee, ws^, as was 


1/ ‘oUrieg peosioos. Uis ^ M at,tije tjmq, palcoj^# 0 pro-. * 
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vent, or, at least, to retard, anv real reform 
hi the distribtition and expenditore of the 
public modejr, “Hie eomraittee was “ to 
inquire whether any^ and what further, 
** leaving might be made by the abolition of 
** sinecure offices,” Just as if it was mat¬ 
ter of doubt, whether any saving could so be 
made j and just as if there had already been 
savings in that way. Truly, such a founda¬ 
tion did not promise much good; and, 
whoever is disappointed at the result the fault 
is entirely their own. But, it does really 
surprize me, that so sensible, so well-in¬ 
formed, so clever, and so sound a man as 
Mr. Waitman is universally allowed to be, 
and as I am convinced he is, should have 
iven'into the notion, that the reversion 
ill, a bill which did not even glance at the 
abolition'of any place, or the diminution of 
any expence, was “ the first step towards a 
salutary reformation,” when the fact noto¬ 
riously was, that the late ministers had no 
other object in view, in bringing forward 
this bill, than that of preventing the king 
from making grants, which, if the bill 
became a law, would fidl into the hands 
of bis successors, the first of whom was, of 
course, the Prince of Wales. It does, indeed, 
aurprize me, that Mr. Waithman, who is, 
in general, so clear-sighted, and who is so 
much above the trickery and fraud of faction, 
should have allowed himself to become in¬ 
strumental in bolding forth this measure, 
which iiad its birth in motives decidedly of 
X party nature,, as a Uep in the way of a 
great and public-mirited reformation.—— 
Hm Bubject has, 1 perceive, been taken up 
that rump of faction, called the Whig 
Club, which, upon the exaltation of Mr. 
fox, suddenly swelled to four hundred at a 
meeting, and which has now again re-dwin- 
dled to a doTxn. It Js very well for that club 
tb make speeches about their patriotic-pria- 
dples i but, will they show us any One apt, 
which they did in the way of difninibbing 
the public hardens, while they ,were in 
office? Nay, will they now say, that they 
wUl, again in office, reduce the* number 
etnd amount of the ^necure places and pen¬ 
sions ? Tliia is the question for us to put to 
them; for, if we are to continue to pay the 
full amount of those places and pensionst 
what is it to us, whether the grants be made 
^ the present, or by a su^eeding king ? 
^ere is much soundness in the atgument, 
that, if the sinecures are to continue, the 
granting of them in reversion is less likely to 
render the holders dependant, than if they 
Vere granted for one hfeoniyi and, I think, 
H is pretqr clear^ that the less ^uently 
the gift retbnis isto the han^p of the minis¬ 


ter, the less ftequent will be the occasions, 
wherein it will be made tlm means of cor¬ 
ruption, The fact is, tharthe places in 
question are, in general, granted only for 
one life at aetime. Such has been the greed¬ 
iness, such the prevailing desire, to live up¬ 
on the labour of the people, that the minis¬ 
ters, for many years back, have had no sine¬ 
cure places to grant, bnr merely the reversion 
of places. There is always in existciKC a 
crew of place-bnnters,,who wait for,dead* 
men's shoes; and ihtts have the places been 

engi>ged .or half a century to come. -. - 

" Aye," say the adioentes of the reversion 
bill, •' hut, the only way to alolUh these 
" places is, first, to prevent the granting 
“ of them in reversion; because, until 
“ they lerom vacant, they cannot be abo- 
** lished'* It is because the reversion bill 
.iflfects to be founded upon this principle, 
that 1 dislike it, more than upon any otlier ac¬ 
count. It is because a sanction is thus given 
to the audacious doftiine, that, let what 
will happen j let the distresses of the pqople 
be what thej^ may, sinecure places are to be 
regarded as private property, as a freehold 
estate, and are to remain untouched, though 
the people, by whose labour the holders are 
supi^rted, should be reduced to a degiee of 
misery, that would drive them to seek for 
relief, even under the yoke of a conqueror. 
Half a century is too long .or this nation to 
wait for the enects of “ a salutary reforma- 
" tion.” I hope to see a salutary reforma¬ 
tion much sooner than thb end of the life 
of even the oldest of the present sinecure 
placemen.——I was sorry to see Mr. 
Waithman at the Whig Clnb. If he thinks 
that any good is to be effected in that wty, 
he is grievonsly deceived. The public are 
sick of both fiictions. The wrang&ngs 
the last year have put a finisbing>8tro«e to 
confidence in public men; and, though it ’ 
is quite dear, that a great change must taka 
place, particularly inthe management of the 
public money, not a sou) will stir to assist 
the endeavours of the present opposition> 
who. mail the world perceive, have no other 
object in ifiew than that of ousting their ri¬ 
vals, and getting into their places.——! 
ffiatl be told, perhaps, that this was always 
tW case. But, the reading, which a com- • 
pilation of the history of the parliament baa 
comdelled me to perform, has convinced me 
of tne falsehood of this assertion; an asser¬ 
tion constantly made by all those, who aro 
interested in the sopport.of a system of cor¬ 
ruption. It was not until about a century 
ago; not, indeed, until after the Revolution, 
that a r^Iar system of parliamentary oppq- 
slUen W0S or^nized bm suited upon) ^lud. 
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if tbat tystam Had bef» organised beibn 
tbe^navier v<Mid baveWn sooh a rerotai 
tion } never would have been a revolution 
until the miaerable people, assisted, perhaps 
as the people of Spain now aie,*by a foreigi 
invader, had risen, with impairing am 
bloody minds, to tear the whole tabnck t 
pieces No: a regular opposition; a deai 
^et opposition, a division of (be representa 
^ tives of the people into two distinct sets o. 
‘pleaders, arrayed agstust each other upot 
benches deriving thetr names fiom the par 
ties occupying them: this does not make i 
part of the constitution of England: tt is i 
terrible evil, giown oat of the neglect ant 
violation of that constitution --—-lb it not i 
lamentable thing, to see, at a time like thiS; 
whole months spent in eager and angry con¬ 
test; and, during the whole time, scarcely 
any one thing seriously discu'ised, or propos¬ 
ed, having for it4 real object the guarding oi 
the nation against the dangers that await 
it^ To see all the pbwers of the minds 
of so many men ot such great talents, 
so eminently quahhed, by natuee as well as 
by e’cperience, toi the task of giving a right 
diiection to the public mind, and of infusing 
into the w hole mass of the nation courage 
and public spii it; to see all these powers 
wasted lu despicable bickerings and Vexatious 
propoiitions ’ To hate expecieti many lu- 
‘ dilations of public-spint might hfse been 
unicasonable, but, surely, selhdi Jiid cor¬ 
rupt as aie the /imes, we might have ex¬ 
pected to see some one, out of so many 
hundreds, to set us an example of uiUing 
sacrifices to the good of the countiy ; yet, 
no such example, amongst all the numerous 
candidates toi power, hive we seen——I 
must now leturn to the reversion bill, for a 
moment, in order to notice the debate, 
which took phee upen it, in the House of 
Otmmons. on Monday last, the llth In¬ 
stant ——The bill was neu -modelled. In 
order to render it palatable in the House of 
Lords, it was Vnade to suspend the power of 
granting places in reversion, " dining the 
** inquiry now pending in the House of 
** Commons ” Lord Porches’trr moved 
an amendment, making the bill what it was 
befoiej that is to say, a prohibition of any 
future grants of places in leversion-—M». 
Stephen opposed the amendment. H<i»said, 
that It had by no means been yetproV'^ 
cd that the abol ti m of the practice of grant¬ 
ing oAcMin reiersion was tpjurioas to tbs 
country,.'and it appeared to sio) to t>t 
least a very questionable assertion to cdntetxi 
that it was so. He depreeafed the ditnaioti 
betwaea the eo-orUinate branches of tbO|o> 
glilature]; and condemned in warm terms 


the ktiemptft tlwc were making at jo^ 
tieal period as the present, ^nwOJI^ 
cutive govwnmam had bat too many difinoii^ 
ties to contend with to trench upon the 
rogatives of the crown, and by that meami 
to increase those diffieuitiee in a tenfiiid ^ 

I 

“ StB EsANOts BvtniTT combatted the 
" arguments of the learned gentleman (Mr. 
*• Stephens), who having rebuked othets for 
the tempn shewn by Uiem in this debate* 
** bad himself exhibited moie td* what was 
' peculiarly denominated temper, tiii& he 
' bad often witnessed in that hoaotk In- 
‘ deed, the whole speech of the learned 
' gentleman seemed to have proceeded from 

* It, consisting chiefly of reflections cast up- 
' on persons no Juager in ofiiee, and its 
' whole scope and teimeocy seemed to have 

* (bat in view, rather than the question, or 
' any of those important consideiationa na- 
' turally suggested by it. To this must be 
' attributed the palpable defectjyeness of the 
’ learned gentleman's reasoning} wbich 
’ appeared to him no less enoncous with 
' re^jiect to principles of politics than of 
' law. The learned gent had adduced the 
' situation of Europe, and the clrcomstan* 

' ces of the times as arguments in favour of 
' pieiogative} e\eu if this granting of re- 
' versions was an abuse, these were not 
' limes in winch it ought to be restrained.-* 

' Was it possible we could cast nor eyes 

over the map of Europe, or the page oitte 
Histoiy fur the last fit ee'h years, andstiU 
be advocating despotism, and putting pur 
tiust m Standing Armies^ Should we 
net er leal n that an armed people, prossd 
of, and detoted to liberty, was the only 
meth )d of making a country qncoimuer- 
able, and a government secure^ Wnat! 
was It any want of prerc^ative that made 
Austria. Prussia, Ens«a, and all the del* 
'p()ts of Europe fall at the feet of France I 
Or was it the want of their Subjects hrairta 
that deprived them of energy and support 
that Jefi; them in the hour of mt^gmt 
abandoned rand flirloml This sbeuld 
teach princes and stites, that those who 
bad been accinuoroed to •* crook tb^ 
pn^ioant hinspi of the knee'* beforO one 
master, coulfl as ea>tV perform the mmo 
** baseness before another; con$ide« 

" lation^ight pot them out Iwe with 
flattery and fiwning; and teach thonju 
** that despotism was not less Impotent, than 
** crad, not less marked by lufiuny iht^ 

** folly; nor more to be hated tlian de, 
iptBed.—-He bad learnt, not only 'lioin 
** those great wrifeis whose theory, ^as th« 
** learned gent, said^ onfei innately dt^ered 
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'••fiomAe-ptw^ce of-the constitution—he 
'* ‘bad learnt not only from them, but also 
*' from prerogative lawyers, amongst 
** cdhers from Sir H. Finch *, Uie high pre- 
** rogative lawyer, in the high prerogative 
*• i^es of that high prerogative king, 
** (Varies the First, who lost his head for 
bis prerogative, which he owed not a lit- 
** tie to bis high prerogative lawyers, that 
** though the prerogative extended, as they 
</< nld, to every thing, yet it could ttot ex* 
** tend to abuse, because, being in its nature 
Ibr the benefit, it could not be exerted to 
•* the injury of the public. Why, tfien, the 
question was, vi'ere those Reversionary 
places for the benefit or injury of the pub* 
** lie ? But, they were point^ out as a griev¬ 
ous injury and abuse by the committee of 
this house. This bouse had adopted that 
piuicipte, framed a bill acknowledging it, 
’* and -ibolikhuig it, but we were now to be 
'* tuld it was unpalatable to the lords, that 
" we must ywld it to their prejudices: but 
'* it concerned too deeply the honour and* 
chaiacterof the commons, which he would 
not consent to yield to the prejudice or 
ibe pride or the corniption of the lords, 
against which be would oppose the privi* 
" leges of the commons. Nor w ould he 
' consent, that the commons, in a measure, 

* no matter how small, of economy, of sa- 
** vihg the people’s pockets, of controlling 
** public eitpenditure, should bate an inch of 
** privilege, much less sacrifice the prind* 
** pie, which, in ^t. was the whole of this 
•* bill^ Tlic hon. gent- wl»o brought ft»r- 
w^rd tins bill—now proposed, 40 be ren- 
dereid totally worthless, by a compromise 
^'vwitb ministers, (and for whom iieCertain* 
** ly entei tamed a better opiobii than he had 
been pleased to profess he entertained for 
** him) recalled to mind, upon-this oc* 
** casion. Bottom the weaver, who playing 
** t^e part of Lion in pageantry belike th'e 
*•4'court, and being exce<-bively apprehensive 
**' least he should cause any alarm, when he 
makes bis appearance in bis Hon’^ hide, 

' pops bU bead tiirough a bole in the neck, 

’ and says, ** don't bh alarmed, for f who 
‘o-act Lion -am not Uon, but Bottom the 
’ weaver, doh*t be frightefted, Un if you 
wese fri^ect, ‘twere pily o'mV life, Fit 
*' rpai* j-e air milking kmb • 

“ The learnt l^t.'who Irad >a*t safdowa, 
** hatiexpressea bis disbelief of'tire existence 
** «rf any imconstijiutiottal influence exer-. 
** dsed by irresponsible persohs^and con-' 
*' troiing the reftjxmsible ministers.* llhis 

I . . . I i /* —I .. 
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influence, howevei^ was felt early in the 
** {wesent ieign, denounced first by VKf Londi 
** Chatham, and he believed the puhhe was 
** well convinced it did existr—a mysteriont 
** and roaiignaiit power whosefaand, felt, not 
** seen, had stabbed the constitution to’the 
** heart.-*—But, of all the manycortpus 
** citcumstanccs which had attended- the 
progress of this bill, nothing appeared^ to 
** Jiini more curious than the conduct of mi- 
nUters about it: they Ssere oot for it,and 
** they were not against it: to the court 
" they apologized for themselves, saying— 
*• We are not against it, because it will do 
'* you no harm:" to the peq>le, " We are 
" not strongly for it, because it will do you 
** no good $ we do not wish to delude you, 
** the measure is trifling, I nugatory, said the 
Secretary at War,) it wonhl be deceiving 
'* and raising the expectation of the people, 
only to disappoint, it; it -ikiuld afford them 
no relief.” Now, be perfectly agreed a« 
“ to the inadequacy of the n^easure—the 
" smallness of the boon; but, it was a Gomv 
tnencemeuc ot reform, it acknowledged 
** the principle—-the necessit)'; and there- 
** fore, he should vote for it. He would 
" also observe, that it was the last drop that 
“ wade the cup to oveiflow j that the peo- 
** pie were full of grievances and suflerings, 
tossing and tumbling on the bed of sick- 
“ ness; that they at present turned their 
anxious eyes towards that house for 
” relief—that they should beware how 
" they disappointed them, and turned 

** theiri eyes elsewhere in despair. — * . — 

" But, it seemed, that ministers objected 
to a measure so inadequate, so paltry, not 
“ worth the people’s acceptance. 'They 
" had better stomachs for reform—wanted 
something more substantial. He sup- 
'* posed they wished for some independent 
country naember to get up and propose 
" that the ancient undoubted right of the 
“ people to annual parliaments, chosen by 
“ themselves, should be restored—or tlM 
’ DO pevson bribed, or who shonld be brfe« 
'’'ed byd^ace or pension should have*a' 
seat itk the Commons* Houve-mtbat the 
** good old laws of the land, Magna Charta, 
''*8ill of Rights, and Act of ^tlemobt, 
^uld be restored, by repeating -all thosa 
unc^^tutiondl‘bets which had nearly 
** annibilatjsd them; or some oth^pfop^ 
** sitioUi- tgrorthy* to ^be eatertained >oy an 
*' Hotoa of Commons.—Ha could 
** not set-, down w]titoufexpn»s}tigh|ia»*> 
*• bafitiuaent at tbd queirier from wheoco 
opiposkiop totible very modewto mea* 
** Mtcnoamey^rom those whoj* %‘iio»bg 
notiiittf, badvee^ethUKi wentfoesiv^l ‘ 





of pabU<^ who ot^ht 

“* to.hwe hoes tMlrer/tlatt to qt>I>o*o or 
•* (atber, whs ought to hiive bsdn amongst 
** its most cbearim patroos andpsomotcrs— 
** evon'though scUtated by a<? othar moHve 
*'* than that which guidM erety prudent 
** tradesman, and mads him -consider pre- 
*• sent security, as we]l as future i^io. 

• He would, and with no\iofrieodly Voic$, 

. *' mil upon those persons to consider, wbe* 

•* ther, by their bpposUioo to this bill of 
" Reversion, they might not produce bills 
of Resumption; whether they might tiot, 
“ by opposing this small commepcetneut of 
“ reform, cause themselves speedily to hear 
** sounds the most unpleasant, be should 
* suppose, to their ears—for he would 
•* have them recollect, that it was not the 
** first time in the history of this country 
" that the necessity of the times, and the 
•* indignation of the public, had echoed 
'* through the land resume and refund." 

Mb. WiNOHAH tlid not think that the 
measure of abohshiug Revernons would be 
so productive of advantage tosthe people as 
was supposed. The assertion of the hon. 
baronet, that it would be the commence¬ 
ment of reform, was to him no recommen¬ 
dation of it, knowing, as he did,'the drmd- 
fal dangers which might ensue from mis¬ 
guided attempts at reformation, of which 

* we had had sufficient examples in a neigh 
bouring country. As to the corruption that 
was so generally asserted to exist among the 
higher orders, be contended that that cor¬ 
ruption existed in an equal degpree in the 
lower, and thabtbe tree struck its root as 
deep into the earth as it elevated its branches 
into the air.*’—After Mr. Windham came, 
it appears from the repoit, Mr. Sheridan i 
but, I can hardly believe, that the speech 
attributed to him ever fell from bialips. He 
has astonished me many times, but, that he 
should make tite speech, which* ^s been 
publidied under his name, is quite incredi¬ 
ble. Hb spoke with great warmth, too, 
tlto reporters tell os. It was represented to 
ttie, ouly a few days kgo, that he was iU ; 
Pud really, if this report be correct, I am 
aftaid thsrt; the representation visa but too 
well founded. But, it is impossible. He 
never could have uttered the words. 
No I net even Mr. Sheridan c(H|ld have 
lifjide such a speech.—The woidk>. rab- 
Rdied as bis speech were these s—Mr. 
Sheridan could not be provoked to s^y a 


■Ktot, and from die peoplethen spnwg«to|dl 
corruption ! He must beg his boo< 
friend to recollect that be had yneersiiV^y 
represented such a variety of pVs^f Vrbetni^ 
the county of Norfolk, Norwich, 
Mawe’s, or' I^faam Perreis, that even « 
mepaory like his, and such a known *ae» 
qualntaoce with the constitution of parli#^ 
ment« could nut well eoable t^m to s^y of 
what place ha latas really the representatwe. 
Ris i^ht bon. friend had cbie% »Qi>istcd| 
that toe root (^corruption was to be traced 
only to the people. He would corttaUndtho 
very editrary. It was government that was 
the seducer i the people the seduced. The 
present question would put it to the test j and 
if his right hon. friendv pfinciples were to 
be adhered to, it would only prove, that 
the drippings of the top of the tree were the 
real cause of the blighting of the bmachea, 
and the corruption of toe root. Where root, 
branches, &rc. were undermiaed, tould any 
fair fruit be after expectal to blossom fbean 
such a ground fNow, hoV the repor¬ 
ter could insert this appears to me to be as- 
temishtng. It was au answer to Mr.Windbam, 
but it answered what be did not say. He 
said, that corruption had gone as far amongst 
the poor as it had gewe amongst the ridi j 
as far amongst the low as amongst the high 
that the tree of cormption bad shot as 
downwards as it had shot upwards^ a figure 
perfectly corresponding with the well-known 
observation respecting the oak, that its tap 
root penetrates exactly aa*far into the edrih 
as its topmast twig mounts into the atf. As 
to the truth of the proposition, which tbiy 
figure was meant to illustrate or embellish, 
that is another matter ; but, jfMr. Sheridpn 
did give the answer, which is here imputed 
to him, he most have been ont of the bouso 
when Mr. Windham ^ke; for, if*he tp^l 
been disposed so glaringly to misr^reaecd: 
ar member’s wot4, he could o(tt have ventato 
ed to do it, knowing that the miaPi^iresen- 
tation must be 4 >cK:eived by evtsy one who 
heard ^im. Did Mr. Windham that 
corruption sprang up golely ffom tbu 
people?” No. Hesiid not say, that U 
torang up frem Ute pet^le at all. Die said, 
that the tree had shot as far .fiowowarda u 
It had npwanis} but. he said oothjng about 
the ffea, or about who had sown the seed 
Itow, to the ftet, let any one look it 
Hi^tlaBand hundreds of places * that, epuk 


inotd It so late ad hour, by ai^ thing bnt 
the axfraordhiaty positions hf hnd 

fust heard from hia right bbQ.>frio»d4., Wfnd 1 
Ni oofropfioi '■ih'itljps st«« wok to : 

|datd>' i 


be Mtoed, pod ^7> if-.he can,, that fho 
cerro{i^kiooi has shot as far downwards as it 
haa npwainia, JUt any one look at.the elec* 
tioo pf Alexander Davison j itay,. let any 
oq«,ioiok ft the nuwher of votes, which were 
fibtaioed, iq?otip (ftpoccaiion, foru person. 
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whom It f» ocedleM now to oamo. Tbo«, 
if we had not thousands of others, are quite 
aufficieot pnio5 of the truth of Mr. Wind¬ 
ham’s assejtton. In fiict, it is only because 
the electoQT are corrupt, that corruption pre- 
ra^s at all. If they were to do their duty, 
there vould not exist the food for corruption 
to feed upon.—»I imagine, I could easily 
|K>int'OUt the reason why Mr. Sheridan 
chose, upon this occasion, to post himself op, 
at it were, for an advocate of reform. Yes, 
1 could easily-assign a cause for this wonder¬ 
ful ebullition of popular spirit, ^nt. be 
may re<st assured, that the persons, whom he 
had in his eye, even if they bad now .Another 
opportunity of making a choice, would con¬ 
vince him, that they are not easily to be led 
to alter their minds, as to any part of his 
conduct or character. It well became him, 
indeed* to talk about St, Mawe'sandHigham 
Ferrers ! His election and his riding in the 
dill-covered car with Sir Samuel Hood, 
were, one would have thought, sufficient 
to Inve ind'iced him to say nothing about 
elections ; and, as to sinecure places, it is 
well-known that he has now, or lately had, 
a pretty good one (1 suppose it has come back 
to him upon the^atli of Loid Lake); it is 
nUo well known, that the Whig ministry 
was scarcely formed, when he obtained for 
bis sen a sinecure w'orth three thousand 
pounds a year, that son receiving at the same 
time, pay a; a captain in the army ; it is 
also well known, that he asked for himself 
the Chapcelforship of the Duchy ot Lnneas 
ler, ano^er sinecure place worth three thou¬ 
sand 9 ytsar, and that he asked it for life too. 
In fact, mun more greedy of the public 
money than himself and his son, it is, I 
tbin^, impossible to hud, even in this coun¬ 
try, at ibis time. ,He has always been 
liuntiqg after place, which is very well, per- 
hitps, but, (hen, be should neicr attempt 
to ploy the pait of the disinterested man. 

l it is odd enough to hear iiim expressing 
his i/tiii^aHon at Mr. Windham's ’defence 
pf sinecure places; he, w'ho is a sinecure 
laceman, and wodd have been, if be could, 
doublp-rbanded sinheure placeman, and 
tphose son (of whom he is so proud, as he 
ti|l4 the electors of Westmmster) was, as 
lopg-as iJie ministry would permit him to be 
(Kp, a sinecure placeman, the place having 
been obtained by the means of ffie father. 

Windham is no sinecure placemeb t hp 
pever, iq podtetfed a farthing of 

the public money; he must, therefore, mve 
siioken frqm principle ^ an^, thpugh I df^r 
With him in opinion, as id dneepre placet, 
cannot help respecting him for the mioiy 
deplatailoR of h>s fPfW 


would, like him, sfieoi oui, we should al¬ 
ways know what we had to trust to. He 
says plainly, that he disapproves of any at¬ 
tempt to reform the parliiitaieat; he acknow¬ 
ledge that corruption exists ; he wishes it 
did not i bat, he tells os, that, in bis opin¬ 
ion, the remedy would be worse thair the 
disease. Let no man suppose, that he has 
not reoaons to give in support of this opin¬ 
ion. It is our business to combat those rea¬ 
sons, and not to abuse hW for entertaining 
the opinion, or for acting upon that opinion, 
until it be proved to be erroneous. At any 
lal-j, he it not an enemy to be bated, who 
speaks out; who acts without disguise; 
who scorns all subterfuge, aud who is willing 
to run the risk of defeat.——It will not be 
forgotten, that this advocate of refoim, ne¬ 
ver talked about reform, whtie he himself was 
in place. Before and after, but not during 
that time, when he had the power to speak 
with effect. It has been the same, with re¬ 
gard to all the other subjects, which, from 
time to time, he has taken up. There h'aVe 
always been*Arne means found out of moilf- 
fying and silencing him. During the last 
session of parliament, he talked about a bill 
respecting the powers of the police magis¬ 
trates ; be gave notice of his intention to 
propose such a bill. Now we hear no more 
of It j and DO more of it we shall bear, un¬ 
less a similar motive should again animate 
ifae patriotic proposer ——It must have sur¬ 
prized a great many people io see Mr. She¬ 
ridan thus torn upon Mr. Windham all of a 
sudden. His friendship is like that of a cat. 
He will purr about you for’a long while to¬ 
gether; but, by-and by. vheu you least 
expect it, he gives you a scratch. He now 
appears to be purring to Sir Francis Bnrdett, 
the man by the means of calumniating whom 
be gained the support of the fi ietids of Sir 
Samuel Hood ; the man against whom cbict- 
ly the speeches and toasts at all his election 
dinners, during the first contest, were le¬ 
velled ; the man, in short, whom the Whigs 
sought to destroy by all the means that ma¬ 
lice could inrent and baseness execute. This 
purring/ however, will not succeed; and, 
therefore, if Mr. Sheridan be wise, he will 
ofcke the best that he can of a steady attach¬ 
ment to his old party. 

iHttta ArFAixs.—The reeent IntelH- 
ttnee from India,’ or, ** our Empire in the 
East," is of a gloomy complexitMtt, in tor 
sight, only inasmuch as it gives on <accoai» 
pf the loM of a gr^t nuihber of English of- 
^cera ana aoldiers. It may serve to make 
poen reSfOt justly on the natore of the wart 
we carry ^ in Italia j. and may lead them tii 
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Iff th&t tjhs p«c«e>«oo of that country i a 
terriUo evU. This, it 'seenitt is to be 
Lott war^ bat, we have been told the st le 
tiling for more than thirty yean past. Tt '« 
is a constant, a never-eeasmg in In a. 
There is not always actual %bting} 1 t, 

. there are always going on preparations lor 
fighting. What right, in God’s name, whiIt 
•rigbfhavo we to do this ? How is it poss ; 

, ble For us to justify our condurt, upon ary 
principle of morality ? Conr^uests in Ini a 
are not at all necessary either to our safety r 
our comfort. There it no gloiy attend! % 
such conquests and their accooipanyi g 
butcheries We must be actuated by a sb( r 
love of gain ; a sheer love of plunder. I 
really believe, that the history of the whe s 
world does not afford an instance of a seii s 
of aggressions so completely unjnstifial s 

and inexcusable -But, the Indian bran i 

makes a considerable part of our politic I 
system. These colonies, on the other sii i 
of the globe, have nu^mall share in the d • 
cision of ail questions relative to us here ; 
homo. The East-India interest ss eml'odie , 
and It is always held in the hands of the ir ' 
nister of the day. The East-India adventi 
rer is enriched by money paid out of ti i 
taxe" laised here, and that money be fii 
qiiently employs for the pur{x>seof obtainii 
(be power of taxing us, for facilitatir 
“Vhich employment the borough system 
most admirably calculated. If corruptio 
at elections were prevented, if the lav 
relating to elections were obeyed ; if th 
constitution of England were adhered t( 
there would be bttle danger fiom combine 
tions of any sott. If those who pay th 
greater part of the taxes wereall to have the! 
free voicc ; and if the qualifications wer 
'such as the law intended them to be; if n< 
man having alien interests, and being exposei 
to no temptation to swerve from liis duty 
which duty, supposing him to be propeiij 
qualified, would have a perfect coincidcnci 
with hts interest; if such were the stab 
of the representation, (and such the const!• 
tation of England means it should be,) the 
xtation would be in no danger whatever oi 
seeing either its honour or iu interest sacri* 
fiM»d to such bodies as the East-India Compa¬ 
ny; but, while things continite in theii 
present state, it is impossible, jtha^ such 
sacrifices should not be made.——~lt is said 
now, that some r^ulations will be adopted, 
in India^ for tbe putpose of conciliating the 
natives, and especially ior the pqrpose of 
prevenfii^ any future attbek upon dteir leli- 
gtoos prejudices. This alludes to the ii/Au- 
Jer afi^r, which was, indeed, a 

Qqmhle iniM(K 9 t finti the lodieiM knew 



only ine half trip the story | and. If tlwsf 
had been .informed, diat we were 
wbiikers upon tbe faces En^ishpiBea* 
they might, perhaps, have taken the tft^ 
mote qulet]jr> If they could have seen 
whisker Mellish riding in a dog-cart to and 
from the Brentford election, they mi|;far, 
perhaps, have profited from 90 striking an 
example of complaisance, this man ek* 
ceeded, in that way, any one I ever heard 
of, in this or any other country. He put 
a pair of most odious bunches of hair uj^n 
his face ; he> disfigured biniself; he volen- 
taiily rendered himself ugly, and, to all 
appearance, for no reason whatever except 
that of paying his court to those, who pre¬ 
ferred the look of a German to that of an 
Englishman! Here, ye slas es of Hindostau ! 
Behold this example, and repent of your re¬ 
fractory behasiour 1 — It would seem, that 
delegated rulers in " our Eastern Empire," 
are really alarmed at tbe thieatstif Napoleon, 
and aie making preparations for defence, on 
the side of Persia. That is good. I wish 
to see them upon the alert It will bring 
on the desired result. It will hasten that 
result; and will make it as certain as if 
Buonaparte himself were to enter India with 
an army. And here I must observe, how 
abominably cowardly our language res* 
pecting the French is. We appear to bo 
more afraid of six Frenchmen than of thirty 
millions of Indians. When we are beaten, 
or in danger of bejng beaten in India, wa 
always ascribe it to the Brench. Like tbe 
fellow in one of Goldsmith’s plays, •* gq 
where we will we find the Parlea vous;*'and 
always are we, upon land, most dreadfully 
afraid of him. As to India, we are not at 
all ashamed to acknowledge, that, if the 
French could throw in a trifling force of 
their own, or, even a body of miUtaiy offi¬ 
cers only, w'e should soon be driven out of 
tlie country. We never heir tbe French 
expressing such terrible apprehensions at the 
influenoB of English military officers. Tiiese 
apprehensions of our India rulets ari, how¬ 
ever, by no roedns unfounded’; for, if the 
French should get but a mere footing, they 
will very soon overset a company of as com¬ 
fortable sovereigns as the world ever saw. 

Portooai..—— The situation of Portugal, 
respecting which 1 have, iu another part 0 ^ 
this number, inserted an account, is truly 
shocking; but, it is no other than what X 
expected, and foretold. Portugal cannot; 
exist, in'the present state of its agriculture, 
without importation.—It is stated, that an 
application was made, in the latter ebd of 
-last mauth.to our admiral Sir Charles Cotton, 
hvrt«Qaral Jfiino». to Mifllhr soma orovuioui 
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to come into Lisbon to prevent the people 
from fitarvini;, and that Sir Charles has 
sent home tor instructions. 1 think, 1 
should not have sent home. The chief ob< 
ject of the Orders in Council, and of the 
blockades, was to produce distress in France, 
an(t in all the countries under her controul. 
This is the immediate object of preventing 

S revisions from going into a besieged town. 

iut, there is, in the latter case, a consequent 
object, and that is, the surrender of the 
town by the enemy. Now, though no state 
of distress, no ravages of famine, could, 
perhaps, be reasonably expected to induce 
the French to evacuate Portugal, and, if 
they were to do it, we could not take pos¬ 
session and hold it} yet, a sort of capitukition 
jnight have been made. The French might 
have been required to yield something. The 
worth of the plunder, for instance, which 
they have made upon English subjects. 
They might, have been required to give up 
or drive out the Russian fleet. This may, 
perhaps, be done yet ; but, the sooner the 
thing had been done the better. 1 am aware 
of the horrors of fimine. I bear the cries 
of humauily in favour of a starving people •, 
but I hear them also in a town besieged; 
and I never yet heard of town in that state 
being supplied by the besieger. I shall be 
told, may be, that the Portuguese are our 
old friends and allies; and so were the 
Dutch ; and so were the Russians. Forlug.il 
now belongs to France; two niillions and a 
half of people have submitted to her autho> 
■rity; the ports and resources of Porti><^.\l 
are now arrayed against England. This 
being the case, we must consider the Por¬ 
tuguese as enemies. Amongst the effeuls of 
the Orders in Council, I always counted 
greatly upon the distress to be produced in 
ill the countries depepdant upon France, and 
especially upon the starving of Spain and 
Portugal. N-jw, though I teel sorrow that 
Portugal should have so acted as to bring 
herself into a state of staivation; 1 cannot 
say that I am sorry that starvation has been 
the consequence. I should be sorry that a 
peculator should hsro so acted as to bring 
himself to the gallows; but, I could not 
say that I was sorry that he had been hanged. 

- .-T errible as the efFoct of our power is, 

in Portugal (and it will soon have, I should 
think, a like effect in Spain,) it cannot fa: 
to be attended with advantages to Europe in 
general. Ihe example ts, indeed, dread¬ 
ful : but it will be the more efltcacions. It 
'ttrili tend to convince the yielding nations^ 
that there is soifletbing still more to be 
dreaded than the armies of France. The 
greediness of trade has, until nov^, prevent- 
ns from m^lng the true use of our naval 


power.' Napoleon having, by bis commer* 
cial decrees, cut off bur trade, we have been 
driven to do that which wisdom long ago 
pointed out to us.—«—Portugal will now, 
nstead of an addition.’.! weSipon in the hand, 
be a mill-stone aboiit the neck of France; 
The fate pf that mi etched country will 
teach the peoph- of Europe, that there is a 
boundary to the power of Napoleon. He- 
himself cannot bin feel, that it must ten'd to 
render him odious, to cause his name to be 
hated .siid iirrcd, and to render his sway of 
prerario'is dirraiion. All these, Mr. Roscoe, 
and not ^our Lauderdale negfociations, and 
(HnitioLis from Liverpool, lead to a secure 
and lasting peace. 

.Stain.- — . — A very confused account (m- 
seiictl below fiom tlie news-papers) of an 
insurrection in Spain shews, 1 think, dear¬ 
ly, that the last remaining branch of the 
House of Boiiibon has not many months to 
enjoy even the name of regal authority. 
That infatuation and imbecility, which 
hate, in all the other countries of the con¬ 
tinent, p.ivp4 the military road of tlie con¬ 
queror, setm to have w<)rk’*d double tides in 
the monarchy of Spain. It is not long^since 
wc saw ihc king accusing his son of being 
eng.'iged in .i conspiracy against his life; and, 
it is pretty generally asserted, that the queen 
had Js little ol constancy as the king had ot 
sense. Profligacy and extravagance in the" 
Royal family ; base peculation in the nobles; 
and a total want of public-spirit in ihe peo¬ 
ple, who are, to say the best of them, as 
corrupt as their ruleis : these arc the causts 
of the present distracted !<late, and of the 
approaching subjugation, of Spain; and, let 
no man ho|}e, that similar causes will not, 
in every country where they prevail, pro¬ 
duce, first or last, similar effects. Riches, 
luxury, corruption, cowardice, passive sub¬ 
mission at home, subjection to a foreign 
foe : this, the history of the world tells us, 
is the invariable progress; and, I .'ini afraid, 
that it tells us besides, that a nation, oqce 
deeply coriupted, never yet regained its 
purity, without feeling the scourge of ^ 
conqueror, or passing through therfire of 
revolution.-——In the approaching change 
iq, Spaln,-J, therefore, see nothiiig to re¬ 
gret. It appears to be impossible, that the 
people can be placed in a state more wretch¬ 
ed and degraded than they now are. Let 
os endeavour, liH os Englishmen, each 
according to the utmost of his means, make 
an effort, at least, to ptevrat a aimilar fiste 
from bejklling our country; for,, we mav 
be well assured,. that, in 'tiw immutable 
decrees of Frovidence, there is no artido 
conteiniog an exception in favour of ua.. 
Am<sican SxAtBs.—-—My querulous 
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correspondent, the ** Aniencsn merchant 
** of New Br al Street,” has sent me ano¬ 
ther letter, which 1 have inserted, aiid, 
upon one part of which only I shall make 
any observation, ne says, in answer to my 
qucstibn, so often repeated, that he would 
jkot give up the right of searching* fur sea- 
.men; but, that ho would take care to pre- 
vBit abuse in the extrchc of it $ and this is 
a^l, as he understands,that the American pre¬ 
sident asks for. If heBoes really undei stand 
this, his understanding must, 1 should sup¬ 
pose, have been asleep, for some months 
past; for, we learn, from the correspondence 
between Lords Holland and Auckland and 
Mr. Canning, that our negociptors went as far 
as they could possibly go in assurances that 
. all abuse in the exercise of the right should 
be eftectually prevented. But, this is not 
all. The king, in hi** proclamation upon 
the jubject, strictly enjoins and commands 
all hts officers to exeicise this right of search 
with the least possible* degree of incon¬ 
venience to the ships, which they judge it 
necessary to search. Well, wliaf *more are 
we to do ? It is impossible to do any thing 
more, without doing away the right as to all 
its practical utility. And, observe, that this 
proclamation, so-far from having satisfied 
the Americans, is, in ail their newspapers, 
on both sides, stated to bdthe sole cause of 
'rtlb non-importation act being put into force, 

and the chit/ cause of the embargo.- 

Having entered u|)on this subject, I will 
now state a most curious and inteiesting fiict, 
relating to the enibat^o, which was omitted 
last week. It ap]>ears from the 'Cliarleston 
(South Carolina) city gazette of the t 0th and 
17 th of February last, that a “ large num- 
*' her of British subjects, seamen in the 
American ships went, on the J5th of 
that-roonth, in a body, to the English Con¬ 
sul, at that port, and re^tie^d him to give 
them reUef, or employment Now, then, 
where ate the Morning Chronicle and its 
correspondent A. B. to affect a laugh at the 
idea of many of our seamen being on board 
the American ships ? This is a most unfor¬ 
tunate fact for those gentlemen, as well as 
for the American negociatori, who have in¬ 
variably asserted, that the number of Eng^ 
lish sailor! on board of the American ships 
was not worth notice, and that the raws ta- 
' ken out of them by our searcher's were, al¬ 
most in aU cases, Americans, Whence, 
then, di 4 this ** large number" spring at 
Charleston 1——-This Is a very curious effect 
<tf«thk cmboif^. That leif-blodcade was 
adi^sd to prevent us from taking our sea* 
men out ef American riiips) and, one of 
the e 0 ecU of It twi been to make tboie sea- 


inen*volontarily withdraw fbemselve! front 
their ships, which has, at the same time, 
furnished us with a proof of the falsehood 
of the a)teg.ilion 8 , upon which thby founded 
their demand of a suirender of our rigltt of 
search.—r-lhe Morning Chronicle, of thij 
I 'flh instant, has made an extraordinary dis¬ 
play of its understanding upon a matter ron- 
.nected with the embargo, but which con* 
ncctiou it does not appear to have perceived. 

-It publiikhos a proclamation of the king, 

diited on the Illh instant, which it prefaces 
w’ith the following Hugest ions remark. “ We 
“ understand that the iollowing proclama- 
" tion by the king in cor .m il has been Is- 
" sued. It is aiioihcr pi oof that the iys- 
“ tern which has been sora-iily adopted is 
" found to be impinclicabte i and, tlwre- 
'* fore, day by day, rc/oro/io/iv ol the prin- 
“ ciple ate fofced upon ministers.’’——— 
Now, what, reader, sliould yon imagine 
was this " proof" of the “ impracticability” 
of the Orders in Council system ? What 
should you imagine w.ss tliis relaxation, 
forced uprjn the ministers ?” Read the pro¬ 
clamation, and then admire the profound ig- 
noranctof this oracle of the Whig poUti- 
cains. “ Gvorgk il.— Instructions to the 
" commanders of our ships of W'ar and pri- 
" vsteers. Given .it our court at Windsor, 
“ the llth day of April, in the 48tb year 
** of our reign.—Our will ahd pleasure 
“ that you do not interrupt any neutral^ves- 
“ sel Kiden with lumber and provisions, ‘«id 
“ going to any of our colonies, islands, or 
“ settlements, in the West-Indies, or South 
Amciica, to whomsoever the property 
may appear to belong, and nolwithstand- 
“ iiig such vessel may not have regular clear- 
*' ances and documents on boutd, and in 
** case any vessel shall be met wiih, and lie 
“ in her due course to die nlledged port of 
" destination, an indorsement shall be made 
" on one or more of thy principal papers of 
** such vessel, specifying the destination al- 
ledged^and the place where the vessel Waa 
so visited. And in case any vessel so laden 
shall arrive and deliver her cargo at any 
of our colonies, islahds, or settletnenta 
aforesaid, such vessel shall be permitted 
to receive her freight, and to depart, 
either in ballast, or with any goods that 
may be legally exported in suefa vesaeL- 
and togiroceed to any unbkickaded port, 
notSvithstanding the present hostilities, dip 
'any future hostiliAes which May take plaee$ 
and a passport for such put^toSe shall bd 
gramtM to the vessel by ^he governor, or 
other person, having the chief civil com¬ 
mand in such colony, i^and or settle¬ 
ment.**—— Now, one would ktnk 
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thought^ Hiat no one nt all conversant in tbe 
maritime a^jirs of the world, could have 
failed to perceive in this proclamation, an 
offer made to the American merchant shifts 
to trade with the English If'ivhIndies in spite 
of the embargo. Yet, I'll warrant you, that 
It never entered into the noddle of this gen¬ 
tleman, that tbe order to our Commanders to 
dispense with the production of “ regular 
** ctearaTwes and documents'* could have 
any such meaniiig. A very poor noddle has 
be ! Tbe Amencati ships (the only neutral 
ships now in the world) are, observe, all 
embargoed-, that is to say, they lie in their 
ports under a positive law, foibidding them, 
under heavy penalties, to go thence to any 
other port or country in the world. To ot- 
fer them a free passage, then, to the West- 
Jndies, or' to any othe'* part, would have 
been a pore absurdity upon any other sup* 
position than that of their setting the 
embargo law at detiance. The law per¬ 
mits them to go fiom one Ametican port 
to another American port as often as they 
please; and. as I stated in my last 
Register, they had, in some cases, as was as¬ 
serted in their newspapers, taken adviUitage 
of this exception to run oiF to Jamaica with 
a cargo. But, there was some danger in 
this i because, if met by any of our crui''ers, 
they would be liable to be siezed, seeing that 
they conld not possibly have any other than 
their coasting clearance on board. To se¬ 
cure them against this danger, the present 
proclamation ptovides, that, if they sag that 
they are bound to our settlements in the 
West Indies, or South America, they shall 
not be interrupted, and that one of their pa¬ 
pers shall be endorsed by tbe English com¬ 
mander who may visit them, specifying the 
alledged destination and also the place where 
visit^ by him. This seaires their going to 
one of our settlements; because, if met 
again, and out of the hat k, they are sieved. 
■——Having thus invited them out to sea, 
and secured their arrival in our own colo- 
n^e8, the proclamatiou next provides;, for their 
having due encouragement to take away the 
produce of those colbnies ; and, for this pur¬ 
pose, allows them to go with such produce 
to any part of the world, except to a port 
bloclcaded by us. And this the noddle of 
the Morning Chronicle has conceived to be 
a “ relaxation of the Orders in Council sys* 
Xatxt, forced upon the raintsters !” Let us 
try an instance m detail. Jonathan Slt- 
nooTS lies with bis brig, the Fair Ameri¬ 
can," embargoed in the port of Boston. 
There are his brothers Ezra and ’Zekiel and 
Natty, and his eoosins to tbe third genera- 
ali 4is seantcQ, loungips^ about for \rant 


of employment. Sugar abd Molasses and 
Rum are mounted op to double price, while 
lumber and fish and pork are sunk to half 
price. 1 vow," says Jonathan, “ I’ll not 
" 'bide here." He buys a cargo of lumber 
and provisions, to the custom-house be goes 
as bold as a lion, and there he demands and 
obtains a clearance for Norfolk or Wilming¬ 
ton or Charlestown or August'a. He is v,n 
board at three strides, up goes the anchor, 
and off goes tbe Fair^American for Jamaica, 
leaving the embargoed crews, whose master 
h IS less enterprizc than hers, to eat molasses 
and to<drink rum at double price, while they 
themselves have no pay. blie is met by one 
of our cruizers at sea; but, upon alledging 
that she is going to Jamaica, her papers are 
endorsed, and she is suffeicd to pass.—Thus, 
our islands obtain provisions and lumber.— 
" Well now,” says Jonathan, “I vow, yon, 
(-overiior inan, I don’t like to go back jusi 
** yet. I’ll go to those Frenchmen’s coqn- 
“ tiy with a oargo^f coffee.” In he takes 
it, and away he goes to France. If he be 
met by ofi£ of our cruizers, be has the pass¬ 
port of the Governor of Jamaica to show; if 
he be met by a French cruizer. I’ll trust to 
Jonathan’s Ingenuity to convince him that he 
took in his cargo at Martinico; which inge¬ 
nuity will also serve his turn when he comes 
into Bonrdeaux or Havre-de-Gracc.—Thus, 
we make the enemy consume our coloniA' 
produce, while we prevent neutrals froeb 
carrying him any from his own colonies.— 
And this the Morning Chronicle calls a 
relaxation of the Orders in Council sys- 
" tem, forced upon the ministers!” Oh, 
thou blind guide ! Tby printer’s devil under¬ 
stands as much of these matters as thou dost. 
Well, but what will Jonathan do next ? Per¬ 
haps, by this time, the embargo fit is off; 
for he has now been four months from home; 
and, if that be^e ease, be will laugh at tbe 
Congress and tm law. Perhaps, though, (he 
fit is not off. Well, it is little matter, ei¬ 
ther way, for he may sell the “ Fair Ame¬ 
rican," or give her away, bis voyage having 
clear^ much more than tbe worth of her. 
But, Jonathan will do no such thing. From 
France he will clear out for Martinico again, 
tod, with tbe Governor of Jamaica's pass- 
port, well let into one of the planks of the' 
brig,c be will come through our cruizers to 
London or Liverpool. There he will taka 
in a cargo for Boston; his Clearance will 
carry him through our fleets and /croizen, 
and be will stand tbe chdnceofsmaggliog ia 
his cjirgo. Once out at sea, however, in the 
first instance, be may follow what course he 
pleases, as tong as he taKes care to olw tbe 
English |iroclainatiobs tofl Orders ia votfGt' 
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cil) bttt, the longer (be et^ba^ ccHitinuet, 
the greater will be tbe (emptatmti to rmi^ie 
in cargoes from England. One luekyoit 
will, in that oise, n^e a man's lortune.*** 
Even if "future hotiHities,” that fa to sajr, 
war lirUk America, should break oat, Jona* 
4ban may go right back home with Ais cof- 
• fee and rum and molasses, if he chooses; 
afld thither he wiU go too, when the scarci¬ 
ty becomes great, in spite of all the acts 
that the Congress are^le to pass.-~-Tbis 
proclamation is a very wise measare. It is 
calculated to meet the event of war, at the 
same time that it exactly suits this state of 
demi-warfare, in which, by the folly of the 
American government, we are now placed 
with that country,——And this is what the 
• Morning Chronicle calls " relaxation of the 
“ Order in Council system, forced upon the 

ministers!” 

CvRATEs' Stipend Bili,,—-I have time 
only to say, that I most heahily wish this 
bill success. It was defesfted by the late mi¬ 
nistry, who could have had no other object 
in view, than that of pleasing thtPdwuers of 
livings. Mr. Perceval has always been res¬ 
pected by me on account of this bill; and, 
his persevering in it, throi/gh all situations, 
places him in striking contrast with the apos¬ 
tate patriots, to whom he has been opposed 
. in politics, and who have, to a mao, broken 
fSeir promises, the moment they got posses¬ 
sion of the power of fulfilling them. — — 
This, indeed, is a step in the way of real 

rtform - - Some one expressed a desire to 

have two debates upon the principle of this 
bill; but, if there were to be two thousand 
sperobes, and if all the speakers were op¬ 
posed to it, the;- never w'ould make one man 
of sound sense believe, that it is just towards 
a parish to give its clerical revenues to a 
man, whose face it never sees, while be who 
really performs all the duty tlut i< performed 
receives not more than two mirds of the a- 
mouiit of the wages of a journeyman me¬ 
chanic. 

Botley, Uth April, 1808. 


PORTUGAL. 

Famine has. visited the wretched Porta 
j;uese.—«At the date of the last advices, the*; 
22 d ulr. hundreds, it is said, were lying 
^ dead in the streets of Lisbon, What, how- 
’ever most decisively proves the extent of 
the evil, is this, that Genera] Juaot sent 
oat 8 flag ot truce (the fact U without a 
doubt) with a deputation to Sir Charles Cot¬ 
ton, St the imad of which was M. Michael 
Setard, a respectable Portuguese, to suppli- 
pate (the precise term used) the Admiral to 
vAM provisloitf to pome into Lisbon, 


to save ^ pet^-lrom perishing. Thought 
Sir CharJ#'WW oorvmced of the reality of 
the aHei^^ scardty, yet he thougiit, it 
' seems, acon^iianoe with such a request be¬ 
yond bis powers, and therefore dispatched 
the Coquette Ibr precise instructions.—Va¬ 
rious letters have bWn received descriptive of 
these horrors; tlie following is from one of 
^tbe gendemen appointed to the ^putation, 
"and was written before he set off“ Lis¬ 
bon, March 21, 1808.-rl have only time 
to inform you of my having been authorised, 
with several olbers, by this government, to 
proceed to the English fleet, now blockading 
our port, for the purpose of prevailing on 
Admiral Cotton to permit provisions to be 
brought hither, as we are absolutely on the 
eve of 8 famine. Under these dreadful cir¬ 
cumstances we rely on the hiimatfity and H- 
berality of a generous nation, and we trust 
that his excellency will comm’serate the dis¬ 
tressed situation of the 'inhabitants of this 
devoted city and its environs, and grant liber¬ 
ty for provisions to enter the port, otherwise 
we must literally starve. Should we succeed 
in the object of our mission, it will revive 
the drooping spirits of the people, and save 
the lives of thousands and ten of thousands, 
who otherwise must meet their fate in the 
worst imd most terrible of all deaths—e 
death from hunger.” 


SPAIN.—INSUHRECTIOK, 

Madrid, ipth Marph, nine o’dock at 
night.—Since Sunday the 13th inst., such 
important events have taken place, that the 
hurry in which 1 write will not allow me to 
an ange them in a proper order. Cei tain in¬ 
telligence having been received of the Em¬ 
peror of France coming here, it was asked 
ou the part of the King, and at tl>e request 
of the Admiral (the Prinde of Peace), what 
was the object of his journey, and whither 
his troops were directed to match ?—The 
answer was, that be came m a peaceable 
manner, fcAithc good of the nation, and to 
make a Ppnee happy. The King, with his 
natural simplicity, and with great satisfac¬ 
tion, shewed this letter t(f the Admiral, Oiho 
being immediately aware of the blow which 
threatened him, prepared to make arrange¬ 
ments to escape to Mexico, taking with him 
the King, whom he succe^ed in persuading 
to follow hjm, apprizing him with what they 
had to fear fiom the arrival of the Emperor 
and his troops; and for this purpose the Ad¬ 
miral took out of the royal chest 36 milllona 
of rials —In the course of last month, he 
had sent already millions to Corunna, 
which were destined for Lendon, where he 
has 40 ipUHons of dollan. On Wedqesd^ 
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lie arrived in Madrid, and withdrew op 
Sunday, in the evening, according to his 
usual custom, to Aran)uaz. As soon as he 
arrived there, he balled a meeting of the 
council, in which the flight of their Majes¬ 
ties were discussed.—The follovviug day 
'(Monday), early in the morning, the signa¬ 
tures of the llirce principal persons were 
collected, and when Casellero's turn came, 
lie said that he did not chuse to sign, nor 
should he allow tliem to do what they in¬ 
tended.' The King represented to him in the 
most earnest manner the danger in which 
they found themselves; the general discon¬ 
tent of the people of Madrid, demanded 
Jiis head (as the Admiral had falsely made 
him believe). Cavellerosaid that there was 
no such thing, that all was false, and that 
he had been deceived.—^The King imme- 
.diately answered—Do they deceite me? 
Do they betray me ? Who is the Traitor ? 
—That IS the gentleman, pointing to the 
Admiral, who drew his sword—The council 
immediately broke up. The pi incipil party, 
consisting of Cavellero, the Prince, Altemire 
Fernando Nunes, who they say was wound¬ 
ed, as were most of the Grandees. This 
happened at night: at the noise the life 
guards entered, and among them the halbert- 
bearers, and soon afterwards the mob. The 
project, which was for some time only sns- 
jeeted, was ascertained by the orders given 
to the life guards.—On the following day 
(Monday) in the tporning, the life guards 
took post on the road of Ocanna. The hall 
of the council and the whole of the palace 
■ presented a scene of popular tumult. Some 
x)f the guards cried out " kill him,” others 
•* seize him ! ’’ and some pointed the sword 
to his breast. The Prince Asturias clung 
to the who placing himself be¬ 

tween the troops 'with fixed bayonets, fled 
to his house, or concealed himself in the 
palace, and the queen to her apartihent. 
On Wednesday in the evening, a mail ar¬ 
rived, with an order for the garrison of Ma¬ 
drid to assemble and prepare to tqarch. At 
7 o'clock at night the beavers of those orders 
went to all the coflee-honses, and wherever 
they tound officers or guards, directed them 
to join their corps, and through the whole 
town the carriages and horses were put into 
requisition. The troops remained all day in 
their quarters, which none (hem were 
on any account permitted to leave, and much 
fermentation was observed among the peo¬ 
ple. And it was a matter of joy to them to 
go to the house of the Admiial, to see tliat 
he had no longer a guard of hussars. The 
council of Castille met the same day, and 
continued iu deliberation from ten in the 


morning until four in the afternoon, to an¬ 
swer the two questions of the King, whether 
he should leave the country, and whether 
his people were disturbjsd : to which ques¬ 
tions the*reply was, that be ought not to leave 
the country, nor would they allow biifi to do 
so. That the people were quiet and loved him^ 

.as he might himself see, if he would come to 
Madrid. This and ihewliolcoftheprecedhig 
day, nothing but complaints, clamours, apd 
farewells, were hMfW in Aianjuez.'becauso 
the king enteitained the project of departing, 
until two in the afternoon, when a courier 
aarivod from Napoleon, assuring hm that 
he came with pacific intentions. This intel¬ 
ligence was imrac'’i.stely promulgated, and 
the lamentations were convened into shouts 
of joy, congratulations, lud embraces, 
throughout all Aranjnez. TIkj patriarch re¬ 
turned home full of joy, exclaiming, « no¬ 
thing is the matter, every thing is settled, 
go and make'it public, let every one know.’* 
At half past eleven o’clock the same day, 
five loaded waggons passed through Aran- 
juez. ffi>Va and Don Vicente arrived and 
brought the news, and a courier dispatched 
by Cavallero brought it to government, with 
a charge to proclaim as soon as it should 
reach Delicias, " All is settled, I am the 
bearer of good news, and of the orders for 
the troops to depait.”—At midnight all the^ 
king’s guards, the admiral’s hussars, »e * 
volunteers of the state, and the cavalry with 
loaded carbines and pistols, and the artillery 
with lighted matches were on duty.—^Yes¬ 
terday (Thursday), in the morning, the an¬ 
nexed edict was posted, intended to unde¬ 
ceive and tranquillize the people; but at the 
same time, it was well known, that the ad¬ 
miral was neither apprehended nor disgraced, 
as had been reported. On the contrary, on 
the Tuesday, the royal family breakfasted at 
his house, and on the following day he was 
at the palace, which grieved every body, 
and the inhabitants of Aranjnez continued 
much disturbed. I^st night the admiral 
witMrew from the palace at eleven o’clock, 
and at one attempted to escape. The life 
guards observed it, approached, and haring 
ascertained the fact, fired a pistol, nt which 
signal the rest of the guards assembled, an^ 
a throng of people endeavoured to force ftieir 
way through the admiral's hussars^ who sor-^ 
rounded bis house. Some of the life guards 
were killed, and Don Diego God^ (the 
admiral's brother), who wfis at the head oC 
his regiment of Spahish guards, ordered 
them to fire, but none obeyed. He wpeat- 
ed the order, when the j»opte, and eveh 
his own soldiers feH on him, fired al Mm, 
b«it him, and tied his bts^ and fttew TSj* 
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distarbaoce became genera^ from ,#‘bel 1 if 
that the royal familv (who hrete in bed) in* 
tended to escape. Forty life guards set off at 
full speed after the admiral, who had fled, 
and they succeeded iif overtaking him, when 
they bound him, and took him to the palace 
^ two o’clock; they came up with,him at 
Qcanna. The princess of peace and her 
daughter they caused to alight, put them in 
a coach ’ drawn by the peasantry, who con¬ 
ducted them to the palace, and delivered 
tliem to the prince, who came out to receive 
them with two caudles in his hands.—-This 
day, at 8 in the morning, our royal family 
appeared in the balcony of the palace, to 
thank the people. At 12 , two decrees 
wre posted up in Madrid, one of which 
.addressed to the president of the coun> 

cil, is in substance as follows:- 

" The king, in order to undeceive your 
’ loidship and the council, and that the pub* 
lie may be coirectly infortfeed of what 
occuned l.ist night, mtkes known, that 
in consequcMice ot a disturbance between 
some hussars and life guards, r«Bie niili* 
tary and peasants assembled induced by 
an erroneous belief that their majesties 
intended to leave the country, but thefr 
majesties neither think of leaving the 
coiuitry, nor have they ever thought for 
a moment of wdthdrawing themselves 
' -irom the bosom of their beloved subjects j 
that at five o’clock in the morning every 
thing was quiet in the palace, and he 
directs the piesident to make it knowh, 
in order that the public may banish from 
*' their minds all false reports," &c. &c,— 
The second decree recommends tlie public 
to iutld good haimony and pe<ice wi^i the 
French troops, who are to pass through the 
capital and its environs, on their march to 
■ Cadiz.—^This evening, the annexed manu¬ 
script decree was published, which levelled 
the Crand Colossus; such is the general 
joy and satisfaction of the public,-that 1 
doubt whether a general peace would cause 
a greater; and we all publicly congratulate 
each other. The public look upon the 
French without fear, without dread, and as 
their deliverers. The privates will re* 
jceived at their quarters, and the officers at 
tfie mansions and dwellings of the great. 
Order is recommended.—To-morrow about 
4000 will enter the city->*the feUowiog my 
the imperial guard—and on.Moaday nince 
Murat. 6 .eneral report says, that the fm* 
peror is detained by these Qccunen.m 8 , be¬ 
cause ktters from Bayonne and Yrun say, 
that heafrived there oh the 12 tb, and others 
contradict it. La Manche is in a state of 
much confusion^ aod the people ase detear- j 


mined to prevent the departnre of the roye 
flimily, theintelUgeneeof which had reach* 
ed that province. 

OBCKBES. 

" Araojuez, March 18, 1808—As I in* 
** tend to command my army and navy in 
person, I have thought proper to release ‘ 
" Don Manuel Godoy, prince of the peace, 
" from the employs of Generalissimo and 
Adnural, andgiVe him leave to withdraw 
" whither he pleases. You are herewith 
infoimedof it, and will communicate it 
** to whom it concerns.— To Don francis 
GilL" 

Madrid Gazette, March 18, 1808.—His 
majesty has been pleased to transmit the fol* 
lowing decree to his excellency«Don Pedro 
Cevallos, First Secietary of State My 
“ beloved subjects! Your generous egita* 
tion in these drcurastances is a fresh proof 
' of the sentiments of your hearts, aod I, 

' who love yon as a tender father, take 

* the earliest opportunity to condole with 
' you in the distressed situation in which 
' we are'placed. Be tranquil; know that 

* the army of my dear trlly, the emperor of 
' the French, traverses my kingdom with 
' ideas of friendship and peace. Its object 

* is to march to the points which are 
‘ threatened with the danger of a descent 
' by the enemy, aod the junction of my 
' life-guards has no other object than to 
' protect my i^raon, and they are not in- 

* tended to accompany me on a voyage, 

* which malico entkavoured to represent aa 

* necessary. Surrounded by the unshaken 
' Ic^aity of my armed subjects, of which 
' 1 have received such unquestioDahle 
' proofs, what have I to fear ? and should 
‘ any imperious necessity require it, could 
' I doubt of the assistance which their ge* 

' iierous bosoms offered* me ? But no 
" such necesrity will ever be witnessed by • 

my people.—Spaniards, allay your fears ; 
conduct yourselves as you have hitherto 
" done towards the troops of the ally of 
" your good kiug. In a lew dayryou will 
(• see peace and tranquillity restored; your 
** hearts and mine enjoying the happiness 
** which God bestows on me in the bosom 
“ of my family and your love. Given in 
‘ my royal palace of Ar^ojuez tlie Iflth 
March, 1808.—By the King, A. Dt 

*• PbDRO CBVAI.I.0S.” 

CHiaMSBS OK KATIOKAt SGSOOnqaS.- 

Si«,—In a work which has lately ap* 
peared, eutitled An Enquiry into the Ex¬ 
tent and Stability of National Beiources,” by 
the Rev. Thomas Chalmers, I see some of 
yunrown fayourife apecvlatlona vfry much 
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extended, tmd get qpon a footing different 
from any that bds yet appeared. The train 
of reasoning appears to me to bu most Jumi' 
nous and conviocing, and calculated to esta¬ 
blish 3 position which mast prove in the 
higliest degree consolatory in the present 
Vircamstances of the country, that the loss 
of trade so far from being a ground of al.irm 
or despondency, leaves the nation filter than 
ever for all the purposes of defence and po¬ 
litical independence. The great principle of 
bis argument seems to be founded upon the 
manner in which he conceives the popula¬ 
tion of a country to be distributed. There 
is first, an agricultural population employed 
in providing food. There is secondly, ano¬ 
ther division ot the population empla}'ed in 
labouring for the other necessaries of com* 
non life. And there is, lastly, a remaining 
division, whose only employment is to admi¬ 
nister to the luxuries of the wealthy, and to 
whom he gives the very significant name of 

the disposable population. -In his first 

chapter, he conceive.s the country to be se¬ 
cluded from all foreign intercourse. I'he 
disposable population lies at the mercy of 
those who are the proprietors of its mainte¬ 
nance. They can be withdrawn from any 
one employment to any other. If their em¬ 
ployers chuse to dispense with their sendees 
in one line of industry, they can destroy 
their present employment, but then they 
can give them the same maintenance as be¬ 
fore in some other nyire suited to the taste 
or circumstances of the country. The dis¬ 
posable population must accommodate to the 
demand of those who are vested with the 
ability of maintaining them. If this demand 
changes from one species of luxury to ano¬ 
ther, the disposable population must of 
coarse be translated from one species of ma- 
nufiictare to another. As the demand 
changes from luxury to defence, our original 
proprietors can withdraw their wealth firom 
the purchase of luxuries altogether, and 
make over the price of them in the form of 
A tax to government. In this case, the dis¬ 
posable population mast be thrown loose 
from their presentemployments, many ma¬ 
nufactures must be annihilated, and great ad¬ 
ditional extent given to everf department of 
the government service. While other wri¬ 
ters are perpetually talking of the extension 
of manufactures, this author makes it out 
that from the ruin of the nianufacluring in¬ 
terest, we can collect the means of a^ing 
to the power and resources of the nation.-~ 
In the second chapter, Mr. Chalmers dis> 
eusses the subject of fordgti trade. He 
proves that the disposable population em¬ 
ployed in carrying on thedifferent operations 


of fore^ trade, are as completdy nntfer the 
contronf of our* inland consumers as the 
imnufaclnrars for home consumption, and 
that the maoufacturers of our exported arti¬ 
cles deiivb all their maiiftenance irom an an¬ 
tecedent ability that exists in the country. 
This has been most ably and satisfactorily, 
proved by Mr. Spence, in his pamphlet en-. 
titled Britain Independent ol Commerce.*' 
But the aigument derives new lig^t from 
the peculiar cast of our autbor’a speculations. 
Mr. Spence insists principally on the refnge 
which the people discarded from foreign 
trade, avould have in the home manufactures 
of the country. Mr. C.’s mind seems to be 
more engrossed with public and national ob¬ 
jects, and insists chietly on the refuge which 
they might have it> the extended branches of 
the government seivice.——his third 
chapter he takes up the ca^e of a country 
(bat derives part of its agricultural produce 
from abroad. He attempts to estimate the 
increase which this additional food, and ad¬ 
ditional population give to the resources of 
the country, and concludes that it is beyond • 
all comparison insignificant, when contrasted 
with the addition which may be afforded by 
an eqnal part ol our own natural population. 
The whole population subsisted upon fo¬ 
reign grain, bears a very small proportion 
indeed to the whole popalation of the coun¬ 
try, and though ail intercourse with other 
countries were suspended, there is enough 
in (he agricultural resources of Britain, to 
make up instantly for the want of importa¬ 
tion.—The fourth chapter treats of profit and 
capital. The iiirome of. the manufacturing 
capitalist is derived from the ability of the 
inland consumer, as well as the maintenance 
of the manufacturing labourer. Profit forms 
part of the price that is paid for the article, 
and though the manufactures of the country ■ 
should be destroyed in consequence of some 
new change in the system of affairs, the abi¬ 
lity still remains to uphold the labourer in 
his former comfort, and the capitalist in his 
former splendour and distinction.—The fifth 
chapter treats of productive and unproduc¬ 
tive labour. He here attempts to expose 
the futility of this distinction, and to rest the 
•usefulness of every species of labour upon 
the usefulness of its ultimate effects; it is of 
no ^XKisequence whether the enjoyment 
which we derive from any species of labour * 
comes to us or not through the medium of a 
tangible and marketable commodity, it is , 
enough for os that it administers to our en¬ 
joyment. The question' of preference re¬ 
solves itself intirely into a question of advan¬ 
tage ; and that species of labour deserves 
(O be mort encouraged, which is found te 
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be most subtefvieqt to the parppaee of ose* 
faloeM. On thU principle* it 1e quite rMitca> 
lous to otyect to*tbee)it^osiou of our mtiitarjr 
eystenit oo the score of its withdrawing (be 
population of the country irom productive 
to Boprudtictive indu.4try. It only with- 
draws the population from the otHce of ad- 
Vninistering to our luxnry, to the ofBce of ad- 
‘nyuistering to our security. The enjoyment 
of security is balanced with the enjoyment 
of luxivy; the one elearly outweighs the 
other, ami the question is of course decided. 
—The sixth chapter treats of taxation. In 
the principles of this chapter, he may pot be 
supported by your concurrence, or that of 
the geoerality of your readers. The course 
of his speculations leads him to give a de« 
cided preference.to the income tax, though 
the modifications which he proposes serve to 
palliate, if not to remoie the chief inconve* 
niencies which have been alledged against it. 
—The next chapter treats of the eihx'ts of 
taxation on the labouring (lasses of the com- 
munity. The author contends that the 
comforts of the peasantry cannot l|(v perma¬ 
nently abridged by taxation, that a virtual 
exemption from all t(>xes is the nece< 9 Sary 
privilege of a labourer’s condition ; that any | 
tax impo.srd upon labourers is in the long I 
run infallibly made up to them by an ad¬ 
vance in their wages { and that it is there* 
fee unwise to bold out the shew of oppres¬ 
sion to the lower orders of the community, 
when every tax which they appear to pay to 
government, is in fact paid by their masters 
and employers. He takes occasion when 
vpon this subject tp enter into considerable ,| 
length on the compulsory service of govern¬ 
ment ; and exposes in the strongest terms 
its cruelty, its impolicy, and its injustice.'— 
His last chapter is employed in clearing 
away a number of difficulties and objectionsj 
and in his coucluaiou, he applies the princi¬ 
ples, of h*M performance to the question of 
peace or war; he attempts to ascertain how 
long a country may be able to maintain a 
warlike system, and wbat is the limit of its 
exertions; and arrives at this consolaterv re¬ 
sult, that the country wras never at so great a 
distance (rom the limit of its exertions as at 
this moment, and never so prepared to em¬ 
bark in a war unexampled in Us magnitude, 
and indefinite in its duratiun.—I am, 
ire.-W. 

MR. WAKEFi&LD’s 2t>. LCTTRR. 

Sir,— iUpon the*data, which I think I 
have pretty well established in my former 
letter, I will now proceed to consider,— 
■Firfi, Whether there exist at this moment 
any circomstences which' as opposed to the 


feet, opr being a laigely importing coott- 
try, have .a tendency to counterbahmee (fa* 
evil, and in any c^gree to secure us from, 
those dangers to which I fear we are ex-* 
posed.—I Will endeavour to trace 
out the cause or causes of our present situa* 
tion, after which will arise the consideration,* 
whether there exists a possibility of avoiding 
those ■dreadful consequences, with which 1 
think we are threatened.—Could it be 
shewn, that we export provisions to an equal 
extent with pur import of them, this would 
be one fact, connte’^balanced anoffier; 
and one, not only consolatory, but perfectly 
satisfaciurv. The returns from the Custom’* 
house, however, prove the contrary.——It ia 
with pleasure, then, thsit 1 lecoUect, there 
does exist a resource of which the lagisiature 
might avail itself at a moment of dearth, fe« 
mine, or any other extreme emergency j one 
wliich I am aware, should only be resorted 
to, with the greatest reluctance and caution ; 
one that ought to remain unreduced and 
unimpaired, until the last moment, until die 
most dire and fearful necessity sbonld call 
for its being expended or in any way dimi¬ 
nished.—Alarmed as 1 am, for the reasons I 
stated ‘ > you iu my former letter, I rejoice 
that we du possess a latge and available grain- 
ery, that there ia a consumption of corn, not 
strictly necessary to the existence of man; 
and to which, in a season of scarcity we 
could have recourse. I advert to the corn 
consumed by the distilleries, by the brewe¬ 
ries, and by horses o.sed only for pleasure. If 
ever the necessity should arise of making use 
of this resource to apply ibis luxuriant con¬ 
sumption of corn, for the necessary suste¬ 
nance of man, it sbonld be recollected, that 
it will be followed by the discouragement of 
the farmer. What can be a greater discou¬ 
ragement than the depriving him of such 
markets, as the distilleries, the breweries, 
and the maintainencu of pleasure horses.— 
This discouragement will not be felt at the 
moment, bpt the evil consequences of it will 
be permanent, the fear of bad prices, ant^ 
inadeqnatd returns for his labour and capital, 
once excited in the mind of the farmer, will 
relax, if not destroy the spirit and life of en- 
terprize and exertion; it wiil cause him to 
lessen the sums he had been accustomed to 
spend in agricultural improvement; he will 
manure le.ss; he will be tempt^ to lay 
down bis linds in ba.ste, and, therefore, in 
an extremely bad state.—I'bcse evils will be 
continued ones; they are such as* the legis¬ 
lature should never create, but when driven 
by the necessity of averting the pressute of 
an evil, so great and so dreadful, as feraine. 
Tlte detnaod which a fermer has foe.- coru. 


. AIBCEf Idif. ISQ9.-n^r. ZeHef. 
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bjrrsaBonof the diftilleriesj the breweries, for a moment think of thus ^scouraging our 

and horses kept for pleasure, forl«n.«tely agriculture for thb sake of any colonial ad- 

counteracts the ruinous effects of the impor- vantage whatever ? Shall wff permit the co- 
tat on of corn. It has been thouglit. by ai- lonies to say to the distiller, and the brewer, 

most every one a matter of great wisdom, lo &c. you s^iall no longer Consume the produce 

annually purchase, or, to speak more cor- of the llntisii soil; but, instead thereof, you 

fecily, to lay up an income, under the name shall cupsuine the produce of our planta- 

of a Sinking Fund, which supports (he na- tions; you shall enliven our enterprize and 
tional cretlit, by means of its reaction, augment our gains; though at the expence 
against the millions which are yearly bor- of the mother country, and at the hazard of 
rowed, and added to the national debt. If her suffering from scarcity, dearth, or even 
this is a wise measure in ffnanco, must not famine. This would be nothing less than 
the same policy he good iu regard to human giving a preference to present gain, over fu- 
sustenance. We import a given quantity of ture wealth, prosperity, and safely. How- 
provisions, this is bad enough in every sense ever consolatory to the public may be the 
for the country. In the grain consumed (as knowledge of this resou'-ce, which is a cuun- 
I have alre.'dy described) in the distilleries, terbalance to the importation of corn, it is 
&c. we have a consumption svithin ourselves accompanied wlih au anxious conviction of 
whu'ii we can stop, and make as much use the urgency and necessity "of preserving and 
' of as if corn was laid up in a gminery. This securing this resource, with the utmost jea- 
is the only counteraction, of which I know, lousy and caution. It is a fund of subsist- 
ag.iinst the iin|y()rrniioii of com ; a counter- ence, of which the country will never avail 
action of liie mmost importance, and in as itseli, but with th» greatest circumspection 
much as the proportion which this internal and reluctance, and only on the utmost ne- 
supeiUuous consumption bears to our import cessity. ,The possession of this fund is not 
of grain, is larger than the proportion which to be pul into comparison with any other 
the sinking fund bears towards the naticual public possession whatever j and the greater 
debt, so mucli more important, and greater the danger arising from an importation of 
is the security of the country. I consider subsistence, the greater necessity of watching 
this as a comparison of w'hich use may be over, and augmenting this only source of 
fairly m iiie. But, Sir, I cannot leave this reaction. This argument I make use of, 
pait ot the subj‘ct, without slating in the upon the singlegroundoffeedingtheinha- 

rlron^est toms the tijiiger there would be to bitants of the United Kingdom. But, if I 
the country, by the tnost triffing admission proceed, and consider this ruinous importa- 
, of any thing ieoding to the conclusion, th.it tion, and the possession of this resouice, as 
any but the people of England should be they affect the wealth, (he revenue, and the 
permitted to consume, much Jess to expend trade of the kingdom, .every argument is 
the contents of this national grainery; this strengthened, every circumstance is rendered 
resource so. truly the property qf the public, more impressive and conclnsive.—Recollect- 
irho have made it so, by exciting the British ing the millions of British money, paid iq 
farmer to create this produce by the encou- the course of the last fifty years to foreign 
ragement which this profitable market has farmers; and feeling that th© same produce 
held out lo him, in consequence of which he might have been procured at home by ex¬ 
can supply the public with food, at a price pending these millions in,England; I de- 
attainable by all classes of the community, precate the system which has been pursued. 
The instant the farmer shall be deprived of and I call for the consideration of the public 
the demand created by the distilleries, &c. on this subject; not alone, upon the ground 
the corn which he has raised for tlie of pur- of nect.>8ity, but upon that of policy also, to 
poses, will be throwm on the market ru she- guard against a ^stem which if continued, 
mao sustenance; then the fall of price will will first impoverish, and then starve the 
depress his enterprize, and damp his exer- pountry.——In another letter I will resume 

tion. The necessary consequence will be, the subject of my first to yoo.-—Abd am, 

that his produce will shrink in proportion. Sir, ^ours, fro.— Eowabd -Wake»bi.o.-— 
will lessen as his prospects are darkened. March 24t 1808. 

This would be the case, even if the people 

of England themselves wranted, and urged by toRN iHpogTATioMS. 

necewity availed themselves of this resource. Sia,-^Tbe letter ofiMr. Edward Wafee- 

nnouM then any body of men, either in or field, which appeared in yonr last Register, 

‘•li t of the kingdom be permitted to glut and treats of a lumect of sutm extreme impor- 
iimi 1 he market of the British farmer, lor tance, that it se^ms almost to be a duty in- 
I'urposes of conveuieace or profit ? Shall we cumbent upon eveiy one, who differ^ fronii 
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him in opinion, to deliver his sentiinents. If 
the observatiohs 1 am about to otFer are, in 
your judgment, worthy'of notire, you will 
•perhaps tavo<Jr me b)' inseitiji<^ tlinr, wh»»n 
you liucl it convenient to do so. You wdl, 
doubtless, have fcrrr’.ved tint* the whole 
force of Mr. W's aig'vnonts dcpetuls upon a 
certain .leronnt of e\ports and injports with 
which he li is 1 mushed us, and which, I will 
Jake for g'‘an'ed is collect. But, .Sir, as he 
pvofdsStfs “ to argue, no' tor the v.Ujily (if v ic- 
*tory,V but " to distiwer tnitn-s, iiupoitant to 
the best interests «f our ri uniry,” 1 am at a 
loss to conceive w hy he should have lal.cii 
into consideration our exports from.iyy/ to 
1801 only, winch year, 1 believe, is not in- 
clutled, whcieas in considering our imports, 
lie IS veiy particular in giving us “ ihecnor- 
mous quantity” impoited Irom 1800 to 180(5. 
Ill the former part of his letter he expressly 
mentions the years 1800 ami 1801 asyeais 
of dearth, and I am surprised that this cir- I 
cumstaiicc should not have appeared to him 
a sutHcient reason for cstpoi ting so so.all a 
quantity ns 3,400 qrs. during those and the 
two following years. If his Tut^if export $ 
liad extended to the pi esvnt time, it is very 
probable his alarms might have abated, and 
have ceased to produce uneasiness in others, 
xvhich, at this time, t® ciifaiiily dcsiiable j 
■when clamours and disjfrection aie attempt¬ 
ed ro be raised in diBlrenl ptrU (jf the king- 
kom, which his statcmeii! has nndolibleclly a 
tendency to incieasc. The suiest w.sy of 
coming to a jui>t conclnstoti on iliis subject, 
appears to me to be tinsj viz. to ascertain 
the average quantity of whe.it piodnced in 
the c.iuutry one yjearwith anotiiorj which 
ni ly be done, 1 conceive thus: It is gene- 
r .I'y aiinwed that there ate 50 inillious of 
acres of l.md in a state of cultivilion, one 
h.'lt of which, from the geiier..l mode of 
agnenUure which is adojile.l, are arable. 
K" V, St, of this half, again, I picsum ■, it 
W fc.l be readily granted m.j that one fomih 
pait (I might -dy one third) is employed in 
the growtii of w heat. If I am correct so far, 
we have, every autumn, about () millions of 
*crcs ot wheal to reap, and, reckoning two 
qrs. onl) on each acre, w'c gather into (iiir 
barns the " enormous qnantiiyof 1 i millions 
f)f qrs." Mr. Wakefield supposes, that th« 
portion of the population in Great Britain, 
which IS supported upon wheat, cannoj; ex¬ 
ceed 8 millions; and, he adds, i' seldom 
more than 7. You suppose them to be 11 
millions. In the former case, if it bo true, 
Ibat on an average me individual with ano¬ 


ther vs'ho eats wheaten bread, consumes a 
qtwrter of wheat a year, we shall have 4 
millions; in the latter one million to spare, 
I do not take upon inn to a«sert that I am 
exact as to the number of aeies employed ia 
the growlli of vvhe.st, but 1 am very near the 
mark. At any rate the number of Hercs may 
be e.tsily known, and pursuing the safhs 
mode, as I have done here, the average 
quantity of wheat may be .ilso known ~— 
i’ll'" [irescnt low prire is a.sure pi oof that 
theic is a great abundance in the country. 
And I should be glad to know the quantities 
exported and imported during the last two 
years. IVrh.tps, Mr. W.ikelield may luform 
us —am, bir, 8,c.—D H, 


AMF.KICAIV STVTES. 

Sir,- It w.is not my intention to froU'* 
ble von or the public with any reply to the 
rcir.aiks you were plcj.-cd to make on my 
for'ijiT letters, in your Register of 20th 
JVItin li, for as you pn tly iieaily gave up the 
point, ..s to the piemiums of insnrince, and 
the whole course of your observations re- 
•■pei liifg America proved, that you really do 
l>_cl towards the United Slates, all the re- 
-entment that 1 had heard attributed to you | 
it seemed to me not vei-y important, to the 
pr.ictii.'l result, \.licther ion had used the 
cx.iet w'urd-i, J wa, assured you did, and I 
am too little i-t a partiT^sn, and too little ac¬ 
customed to politlial controversy, to be dis- 
poicd to coiuiiiue the strife.—But the letter 
in your llcg’sicr of tire r)th*inst. nnvler tlio 
signal me I , routains iiuinnaiions respecting 
my motives andar.u.inont®, of too maligivanc 
a nature to lx* sulfeied to reni..'n uiirtiiiwer- 
cd. I am told tint u vvouKl be to libel my 
feclin;s an,] mmiip'c-, were lie to designate 
mo ns aj'*rts'; y\iiieiican ]M< reliant, and 
ti. It 1 a'li ll:e pi/judici Ividvoca'e of Aneri-' 
n and I’la: es*. Jf ■■••jeh is to be the language 
held tewards an md'vidiJid, who feels power- 
iully conscii'C* 'aat his motives are pure and 
upright, /von u'his opinions are mistaken; 
ifivciv tu.ai, who do’jbts the wisdom or th4 
equity of the ''c. i.sio:is of the reigning mi- 
iiistiy, is to 1 0 brandeiil as a traitor to hia 
country, and a rct.iiuer ot the enemy; then, 
indeed, the hbeity of the picss a mockery, 
then isth.-^t best p.irtof enr constitutiou, thO' 
foice of public opuuon, a pi i feet nullity, for 
no honest man can canvas the ju-lice, or tho- 
policy of* our piilnc.il conduct towards fo* 
reign nations, without incurring the odium 
of being represented as a traitor. But, I »• 
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pel yoar correspondent's insinuations uitji 
dudam! I aro, Sir, an hrgluh Ameiican 
merchant, s^hich, unless I am mistaken, is 
more than be can say for hirosilf. I lo'e 
my count! y better than I love m> own mte 
jest; 1 hive childieii, who must stand or 
fair by my country, and it is onl) because 
I have believed her to be doing .m injustKe 
to Ameiica, which I ,lso belietcd, and still 
believe, was sought to be j i tihed on grounds 
of naisrepresentation, and, furthermore, 
because I believed our intert sts as a nation 
would suffer by that injustice, that 1 endea¬ 
voured to set you right on some points, 
which appeared to roe to hare a bpaiing on 
the subject These were my oi ly motises, 
and I own thatl feel oomewhat indignant at 
the foul and base insinuations, which your 
correspondent 1. has thrown out itspecting 
me —My object was truth, au«l as I am con¬ 
vinced bj 1 ’s lettei, that I have been mis¬ 
taken in saj ing that" the premiums though 
“ the ^eai IW/, up to the news of the af- 
*'■ fair of the Che-ii,)t.ike, w"ie at peace 
rates,” ir is my duty hus pi blich to ad¬ 
mit my mist ike, but, at the same time, it 
js fan I shou'd be allowed to explain how I 
fell into It After all, it it little moie tlnn 
the mistake of a month, and docs not affect 
the aiguuicnt , and youi lOiiespondcnt 
should bo c'^K'nl not to till hiinsi If into 
mistakes, whilst he arcuses me of them 
Yet, he says, (p 500) that we htaid of the 
Ecihn Decree about tlje latui ml of Ja- 
nuaiy, J 8 O 7 , when I have befi le me a fx n- 
don newspaper of December 0i IbOO givu f 
the dccieeatfull leigih Hus geiitleniau 
has thus made no small mistake in point of 
time a.to; bid, as 1 have no doubt be 
meant to quote corrcctl) from his memo- 
accuse him not of intentional m 'lepre- 
sentation, and I oidj ask the same i ivilrty 
for myself —The fait is, (as I have now as¬ 
certained) the virtual suspension ot ihatde 
cree as to (he Americans, (I mean Decrcs's 
Letter) was known heie in the lattqr end of 
January, I 8 O 7 . Spciiking from memory, I 
had supposed, when J wiote you my inrst 
letter, that this was known heie the end of 
December, 1800; and rerollecting, that in 
a few days afterwaids, ptemiums did fall to 
tlieir usual rates, f inadvertentiv Used the 
words '* through the year 1807," instead of 
**' from the news of Deerf's’s letter to that 
of the affair of the Chesapeake ” — Ihe pre¬ 
miums your correspondent I. quotes, are as¬ 
suredly higher than peace premiums, though 
not greatly so, when allowance is made tor the | 
season of the year, and the vanons quality of * 
ships, which constantly a^ct the premium. 
In confirmation of this opinion,. I find 


amongst our policies one of the 30*h Jan, 
I 8 O 7 , from Virginta to tendon at 4 guineas, 
which considering the season of the year is 
so very little above the pe"ie premium, that 
it IS deal thu alaim was fast subsiding; and 
I think it will tnin out, that the niMirarwe 
effected byj. in Februiiy, was verv tally in 
that mnnlh. His lemirk, that pieniiiims 
kept lip in Amcriia till Apiil, is, I doubt, 
not true, but is only tiie obvious conse¬ 
quence of the length o^ time reqniiid to 
convey mull g nee actos, the Atlantic. 
Your corrcspoiu'ent has rirapitulated his ar¬ 
guments,, suflci nu briefly to recapitulate 

my ficts-11 e Beilm Dtcree was known 

heie 111 rticmb'’! ISOO It was known 
hire mJinn iv iw,7, that ilie Aniei tan 
Ministei at i’ati«, has piolestcd against the 
deciee, as afteiting Amenc 'i commerce, 
had been assured it should not be molested. 
Premiums of msunnie, which unquestion¬ 
ably lose heie gieatly in ibis interval fell 
veiy shoitly aftei Dewis’s letlei was heard 
of, to peice rates, and so continued till Ju¬ 
ly, when tljiuaffiirof the Chesapeake was 

know n-1 he insidioos questions put t» 

Bnonapirti by the French pi i/c couit, and 
Ills niiswiis to which oveitinntdDeci ts sas 
sill anas, were not put till September, weie 
Cwitamlj not known heie till October, if 
I ven betorc November; but J cannot speak, 
w th .ibsolute certainty to this point, the 
maitr a thing is, tl rtt out Otders in Council 
wiH Issued, bsfote it was possible ta know 
vihi*’!)! i Aimnca would piotest against the 
enfort Jincntof the Beilin Decree or not I 
ihit k this IS a fan summary of facts, and if 
It be idmitted to be so, 1 think I have proved 
niy loinier assertions 10 be essentia'ly true — 
Had we not issued these Ordeis in Council, 
I think America had now been at war with 
Frai ce If, therefore, to wish we had not 
issued them, be an offence to my bekwed 
country i am indeed, “ the most offending 
roan alive ”—On the extiacts of letters from 
the continent produced by vour correspon¬ 
dent 1,1 w ill only remark, that they all 
speak in geiwral teims, without nanung 
place, o< hsp; aod, further, that 1 have 
never been able to learn distinctly, that any 
ship had actually been condemned in France, 
Spam, or Holland, previous to our Ordeis in 
Coungl, 1 stated a ship by name, that had 
been distinrily released after capture and 
trial, which is lathcr more to the point; and 
J seriously do not think there is any authen¬ 
tic advice m Lond n, of -an actual coudero 
nation tip to the period 1 have mentioned — 
I have now done with your correspondent, 
and will take the liberty to say one word to 
you in reply to your queation, m page 401, 
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** Do ybo advise ministers to give op tp Mr. 
" Jefferson, the right of search for seamen?'^ 
1 do not; but to abandon a right, and to 
exercise it without wrong, are two different 
mntters. If th*e Americans insist on the 
unqualified abandonment, I fully agree, that 
We are bound to refuse it; but,,! have un¬ 
derstood distinctly, that all they desire, is to 
• have this search so exercised, as to avoid the 
mafty acts of oppression, which they say are 
' committed under ift colour. If I state this 
incorrectly, it is not from a desire to mis¬ 
lead ; but, because I think it to be the truth. 
——lam, Sir,your bumble servant,—Aw 
AmBB iCAN Merchant.-— Broad-$treet, 
April 11,1808. 


AMERICAN STATES. 

SrR,-^I have read with a considerable 

degree of attention, all the articles that h.ive 
Appeared in your Register on the subject of 
America, daring the last six months. Had 
your exertions in the <?ause, and for the ho¬ 
nour of your native country, been confined 
to this one point, you would ereh then have 
been intitled to the thanks of every honest 
and dispassionate man; but, as your merito- 
rieus labours on this subject, form but a very 
small part of your works, this nation, in my 
opinion, owes you a debt of gratitude very 
rarely, due to the conduct of an individudl. 
In describing the frauds of American debt¬ 
ors, and tfiu ob\ lous bias which such men as 
the Barings have to sacrifice national honour 
to private interest, you have made out a very 
strong case in support of your arguments 
against commerce^ though perhaps yon carry 
your doctrines a little too far. 1 think com¬ 
merce has become a curse to this country, 
from having been carried to too great an ex¬ 
tent, to the prejudice of the more important 
interests of society j but snch is the force of 
early* rapressions, and perhaps, you will say, 
prejudices, that though totally unconnected 
with trade myself, 1 cannot go quite as far as 
yon do in reprobating it; but, at the same 
time, confess that every year's experience di¬ 
minishes niy estimation of its importance. 
We live in extraordinary times, Mr, Cob- 
bett, so I am not much surprised to find the 
^ philanthropic Mr. Roscoe, indirectly advuca^ 

* ting the cause of France ; or, rather of Buo¬ 
naparte $ and Mr. Alexander Baring taore 
openly acting as the advocate of America. 
This man has the effrontery to defend and 
pleat) forihe Americans, telling us too, that 
they are naturally‘inclined to the side of 
France, as long as she is inferior to asat sea. 
Has commerce so far stnpified the under¬ 
standing, or corrupted the principles of this 
poJiticO-tnerCanfile gentleman, that he brings 


forward the friendly disphsition of Amefici 
towards France, as a reason that we should 
enne^e and truckle to his Transatlantic 
friends ? He shews the cloven foot motft 
plainly than A. B. of the Morning Chroni¬ 
cle. He is not a man to be listened tq (Hi 
this subject, on which self interest must na¬ 
turally incline him to deprecate a war with 
the virtuous young republic,” to the go¬ 
vernment of which he’has, perhaps, lent his 
money. Few amongst us—who are Britons 
at heart as well as birth, who have not 
placed our money in tlie American funds, 
who have resolved to stand by our country to 
the last, who never basely console ourselves 
With the idea that should the worst happen, 
we can then, deserting our native land, fiy 
to America where we had previously in¬ 
sured our welcome 5 —few of us I say, shall 
feel any regret ‘should Mr. Alexander Ba¬ 
ring, or even should the late Lord High 
Chancellor Baron Erskine, of Clackmannan, 
know from sad experience the perfidy 
American debtors. I think it would be at¬ 
tended with good effect, Mr. Cobbett, if you 
were to consolidate what has lately appeared 
in your Weekly Register on the subject of 
America, into a small pamplilct. You liavo 
displayed much acute reasoning, and ad¬ 
vanced many stubborn facts, which might 
by this means be more generally diffused 
throughout tlie 1 ingdom than they perhaps 
are at present, as many people, from the al¬ 
most universal interost taken in the subject, 
would read the pamphlet \lbo have not had 
an opportunity of seeing the numbers of tho 
Regi.ster, in which the conduct of Americsi 
has been so ably discussed. By inserting 
this in some future Number you will oblige, 

-^Yours, &c.—^A eoehnon.— ilfarcA 21, 

ISOS. 

AMERICAN PETITIONS. 

‘SiR,-When Mr. Baring and his peti¬ 

tioning junto, exclaimed so loudly against 
the inirifcion of clerks into the meeting of 
American merchants, I guessed (well know¬ 
ing the character of tl^e faction) that we 
should find, on inquiry, that a large number 
of their supporters at the meeting were o 
that description; but, I did not suppose they 
would have pushed impudence and inconsis¬ 
tency BO far, as to hare permitted those veiy 
clerks to have signed the petition presented, 
as the petition of merchants. Yet, Sir, oQ« 
ofthe first names affixed to the patriotic pe¬ 
tition from London (patriotic, indeed, if,'eg 
reported, it is sign^ chiefly by Americans) 
is that of one Palmer, who though a peti¬ 
tioner, and of course incapable by law ^ 
giving evidence in his own cause, was one of 
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lie prlrcipal witnesses called by “ Council¬ 
lor Brougliam” to bear testimony bcfoie tlic 
Moa«e ol' Commons, of ihb fa'ial eirecis of 
the Orders in Council.—On the cross exa- 
minalion, by the Itoine, of this impoitant 
person, he was obliged to cotifess that he 
was*** the agent, or, if you please, the clerk 
of Guest and Co that he bad signed the 
re(]uisilion for the meeting at the Ixindoii 
Tavern, Inf the name of his employers, with¬ 
out their knowledge : but, that he had very 
cautiously subscribed the petition with his 
own. When a niembt r of (he house (Mr. 
Croker) naturally enough, one should think, 
wished to inquire by wdiat right, or in what 
character, this clmk had put himself so ior- 
ward before the house and the country as a 
merchant, the whole party look alarm j Mr. 
Citizen Baring, my Lord Temple, and even 
Mr. Bragge B illmrst (Mr. Vansittart .sat just 
hchind him) thought such an inquiry unne- 
Cess.try and even injuiious: Palmer,” (hey 
alledgcd, “ had -.igned the petition, and that 
should content the house." Mr.Ciokcr and 
Mr. Pole Carew’, thought that “ in forming 
an estimate of the weight and resjxictabiliiy 
of a petition, the weight and respectability of 
the petitioners were no bad ingredients, and 
that in considciing ulnt regard was due to 
evidence, it was not (jifte superfluous to be 
•ati-.ficd of the veracity, experience, and 
character of the witness." Then came Sir 
John New'port, referring to the petition, and 
discovering that it was enti I ltd the petition 
of merchants, njanufaclnrers, and other 
and that though it might appear ihatlhit 
clerk was neither meichant or manufactu¬ 
rer, it could not be '’cnied that he wms one 
of the others!!! Oh rare Sir John ! So 
anxious, however, W'ere the party to uphold 
Mr. Palmer, that undeterred by Sir John’s 
defence, they divided ihe house, and on the 
house deciding that the inquiry should pro¬ 
ceed, they were put to the open shime qf 
having one of their chief reqi’lsitors, peti¬ 
tioners and witnesses, proved to be no more 
than a clerk, who sometimes sigded otic 
name, sometimes another, and wboste con¬ 
nexion with America,was neither more or 
Jess than that the house at whose desks he 
wrote were concerned in the American trade, 
and that " he himself had some little mat¬ 
ters of money due to him from persons of 
that country!!!”—Now, Sir, one little 
word as to the Manchester Petitions I ob- 
■rrve that out of the 25 or 30 signatures, 
there are 7 in the name of Phillips j I ob¬ 
serve also, that one of the witnesses is called 
Phillips; I .should be glad to know, whether 
there are 7 separate firms of the name of 
Phillips in Manchester; or, whether one 


firm, instead of signing Phillip!^ and Sons (or 
w hatever its title may be) has split itself into 
7 signatutes,judicious*ly intermixed with the 
other names: this is a piece of candour 
w hich one might W'cll expect from the fel¬ 
low labs'urcr of Palmer, alias Guest and Co. 
Merchant, ali.is Agi'iit, alias Clerk, alias 
something o'r other —Before I conclude, al¬ 
low me to furnish you with an epitome of 
the evidence already collected at the bac of 
the house, which I trust yvill have the same 
effect in the country that it h.'d there.- - ■ ■ ■ 
Q. What has occasioned the intorrnption of 
our trade with America ?—A. The Orders in 
Council.—^(-1 Do ytni not attribute thi.s in¬ 
terruption partly to the non-impoitalion act, 
to the non latificalion of the treaty, and to 
the Aineiican embargi; ?—A. I attribute it 
to (lieOulersi in Council.—Q Does the dif¬ 
ficulty of imposing into America ari.se from 
(heir non importation act, which prohibits 
that ti.'ule, or fiom our Orders in Council 

which pci mil If ?-A. From the Orders in 

Council.-Q. Is tfie non exportation of 

American proiluca from their own ports, at¬ 
tributable to*Vheir embargo which prevents 
the bailing of ships, or to our Orders in 
Council that permit it ?—A. To the Oiders 
in Council —Q. How do you account for 
the non payment of American hills, W'hich 
(if intended to be paid) should have been 
provided for 2 or 3 months before the Or¬ 
ders in Council were imde ?-A. By the 

Orders in Council.-Absurd, Mr. Cob- 

betl, as this appenrt, 1 vcntn.'c to assure you, 
it is no caricjlinc; when the evidence 
conies to be published, you will find, that 
however dilated, glossed. Or perplexed, it 
nT'y be, it will in essentials, tally exactly 
with the foregoing abridgment. -1 shall ex¬ 
pect, by and bye, to hear it asserted, and 
proved by merchants, manufacturers and 
others, that the appearance of the Comet, 
the bailie of Friedland, Lord Lauderdale's 
Parisian duiess, the capitnlation of Rosetta; 
and the discontents in Ireland, are nil 
chargeable on the infamous, impolitic, and 
ruinous Orders in Council.—I am. Sir, &c. 
—M. M.——il/«rcA 21 , 1808. 

THE RUINED AMERICAN MERCHANT. 

ISixi, — I deem it to bo incumbent upon 
me to address you again, much sooner than 
it was hjy intention when I sent you ray let¬ 
ter of the 29 th of February, and which you 
have inserted in page 411 of the present vo¬ 
lume of your Register, io qonsequeuoe of an 
act of parliament having recently, and since 
py former letter toyou been passed, respect¬ 
ing one of the many grievous complaints I 
have been compeiUtd to make respecting the 
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^a’ance of money rciminin? in the hands of when the war w^ith Ameiira broke out, wera 
the casbtei of the bank, to the credit ot th infants mewling aiui-iniking in the nurs^l 
Cummins or cr't uu Ainei tan Cluimi It 1 Jim», p'nd oat ut the dadr labour of Biitish 


ne( cjsary I’nt I do ^ f <r two reasons -— 
First, 13 I iiise it 1 not gtuer^ly kiij .n t» 
my biothii utinn.ts tii rsich an .ict In 
pisstil, i>i lilt It'tas in the coiuempiatioi 
of govci 1 tf 1 t't fti.g i) to pas> slt-h, or ih 1 
It was 1 nt ih'< 1 to ta ploy the b .1 tnte iox tlu 1 
* ben».lii ui the clamia it'-, and, in trut]>, hli 
. Cobottl, It wii a yibjtif altiatthci tot le- j 
fleeted >ipoa, until the appca'anct* ot join 
iligisici ot the ^<;in of Itbitni), «vin bj 
go'Ltnaiiiit But, vthj so ii’ucn j t r'‘< y 11 
racing t'l b 11 tliois^htln. House ol Com 
mons > It '’b-ohile ly nteessaiv to do gt Ot 
by sleilth \\b> i ot have publ dy toaunu- 
nuattd to lliose lUilortumte nu-o, win ■’it 
theSubjCvlit lie c( of ptrli’inonl, the in¬ 
tention ol ^overnnit at, nid Inve bol lit heard 
then o| nil n optHi, and objtLiions, if such 
they h id, to die woubiigo'^ tha proposed act 
The 1 ill w IS rued through the house vtith- 
nut coinnu nt bi y ond ific lyc and no ot the 
Speikei, no noliLt w halever^ taken of its I 
provisioiii bv It - V jichful ginulians of our 
JibertiLS aid prcpvr >, ind w is suflered to 
pass into 111 lot snb s’ itio it st lii as 
the knoWit. ’,e ot (be nirclunts itiOKstcd 
Ill the siibj ct nnj t iit nd, it would a. no ' 
A d*^ id kl ei vutlioi.t y lui itiaeuion of ll e 

f^^t.-lee tiliL' ussen is, beeanse lev 

conipl lail of t' c s i( 1 iul -* inadi of 115 and o 11 
iuteiest bv gtveinin 1 ,innolorigin 11> lu- 
fh'le ng the ni< 1 ) p d by the United 
States 1 1 no pi«1 .1 it letf rest, i*id pro- 

\idi ig 11 1 Of niitl lion btiiiiilincon- 
(jup^iictiil tin sit if'cc ii ide of us in (Oil- 
team r onr il 1 n supou Ani>.iit 1 , iinoi I'liiq 
to ^ i, lOO,(KiO ft 1 00 ) (a ' I irti illy 

do le itv It, lid It Is pi [ 1 til n I cknovv- 
led e tl • Kt ol r(vi III unt in this uspect 
Jnvng in nj fo nv i "or ul 1 tdtofhe 
iDon^'y a in 11 4 ni tni ban! innmpio)ed, 
and ivpus ) s| lied the propi i u 11 park 1 - 
nunt I lit iig iluut t I'lUiwst, an lui vvlnth 
there should not hive been Miir dc ibt of j 
mon e it Uaigi ly inleiesud is I am, even 
I should have run lined cqu ill) ignor int with 
111 ) biother clanu'ints of the tut of the act 
of piiiiainent having passed, had not the act 
be(‘n stated to be in the daily papets, an a£t 
foi the ithtf ot the American loyaluts) this 
diiccttd my attention to ascertain why go¬ 
vernment should still yen aftei year keep in 
pay, and cxtind its piotecting power to that 
body «f» men, many ot whom have been 
more than amply 1 enumerated fur losses, 
while others of them sought indemnity for 
imaginary losses; and again otbeis paid for 
t))e loss of ptoperty and professions, who ] 


[ imlusirv, and noting thwr aimu«l pensiotu 
I piul by the Bntisli government loiliem as 
Biiiish s'lbpcts at thisdi) in tlx n dear nui 
live land America, and liugb ng it il)eg«illi> 
bibty ot John Bull, thit there peiaom might 
! possibly be intended to be a ram and again 
1 emuneraled, while we, the meu'bantsfaith* 
fill .0 oui native soil Biitam, were stirviiig 
on h pis vvhohwe had 11 Julgcd foi 
yens, and to nmn which, the age of an an- 
teJdiivian would not be suilicient to lasure; 
natuiall i vak^ned nia to iho lefled or up¬ 
on oui stvere and uHp’cu lenfed lu* What* 
evu iLiidstoour iiiuiest ndbcDiAt. 01 , on 
the coidiaiy, whatever maybe enacted even 
to out puji lice, lUd to add to ov'i piotncted 
di)s of iniswiy, should beo)x?n]yand bold!/ 
conim'inu ated to us, and, ibcief ue, as the 
si .1 let publicity, if I may be allowed the es- 
prcssioti with wh’ch this act is uslieied into 
the piinting press of Ale ftis b'yieand Stia- 
h in. pr( (hides the know k dge of thw addl- 
tii n to onr laws imong my brother ciaunnuts. 

I k 1< ut tins mode of connnunic,iting the fact 
toi iliiir rtifoi n tun 7ha act, Mr. Cob* 
biU, w IS pissed on (be 21st of March, and 
it ditlnos {.n snppi rt ot in) a*.serfiOii of the 
at''! nil ling veaistint run verbeexpend- 
t M ill t ” a cooiikiibe time may yet 
tjij b^foieall iIk c 111 ms of pt, sons entitled 
toiKcvc iiiV coitii ei.shioiiamtof ll e said 
Slim ot i (/K),(ajO afe idjuijgcd, am/ it^may 
[ h f 1/1 i/t/ f 'll ll *- K 'i ji It of the bal ince of 
the s. 11 sum of I K 11 V rem iinmg in the 
I b 11 Js ol iIk cnhiet oi the said poveinoi and 
( n.ipiny iindistiibi’Ud, «> fo tm %au/ mm- 
7inuonii<, shall sum)it, should in the mean 
time be vested in lixclicqut r Bilk ■’ Afler 
winch it enacts, tint if shall he liwful for 
the comm saoiicij to withdraw such part of 
the b ilani e t f the OCX), 000 as to thim fha/l 
Stem fit, '>hd invest the same in Fxrhequer 
1> lls Vague and unsatisfactory as is the act 
which liuptrativ.ly compels nothing, still 
the delegation ot a power to make interest of 
the money is a shade bqttcr tlian was its for¬ 
mer situation locked up in the bank, but it 
may stiU temam theic if it is not deemedev- 
pidient to withdraw it from Ms strong hold, 
and unless the comraissionets shall hold it to 
b'' y?f to add intereit to ptmripal I approve 
not, Mi-*Cobbeit, ot nulk and water laws si¬ 
milar to this f it It IS deemed 1 gevid to adopt 
that whic h the act certainly enables men to 
do in the eveicise ot ihcir discietion, or un¬ 
der (be influence ot capi ice compel (Ik nt to 
do it, leave it not to Indefinite authority If 
It tsflt and expedient to give the power to 
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withdraw thia (jtoney from the bank, why 
not make it incnmbeat upon the holders of 
this money to appropriate it to useful pur¬ 
poses in the way of gain, for the benefit of 
the much injured and insulted claimants, 
and let not the possibility remain of this ino- 
neytcuntinuing for the next seven years, as 
it has several years hitlieitoup to the time 
of passing the act, wholly unemployed (at 
least not employed for the benefit of the ne¬ 
glected sufferers) at an annual loss of 
vi£?30,0(X). As government have at length 
thought proper to declare that interest may 
be made of this money in future, and have 
by the act now passed, decided upon the im¬ 
propriety of the conduct of those men who 
composed the administration at the time the 
original act was passed individually, the 
same men who now hold the reins of go¬ 
vernment, and who neglected to make inte¬ 
rest of the money heretofore, it would have 
l)een well if they bad not deemed it proper 
to confess their negligence or wilful mi-.con- 
duct, at least to have struck out some means 
fif indemnification for the loss snstained by 
iis upon the f 600,CKX), during the years it 
has been snffeted to remain an incunibrance 
in the hands of the cashier of the hank. 
,£30,000 a year, will in 7 years amount to 
,£ 210 , 000 , a sum more than equal to one- 
third of the amount of the price of the 
composition money, the price of our sacri¬ 
fice by that very able and experienced nego- 
cialur Lord Hawkosbury, who with tint 
happy liberality jor which lip justly ranks 
eminently high, stipulated onl) fr,r ^uOO.l.<’() 
to di'-charge e£’5,C0O,00O, when Mr. Ciitus 
King was cmpoweieJ y America, to aerce 
to tli« payment of ^' 1 , 200 , 000 , thishigh tiait 
in the character of that nobleman, cei Idinly 
entitles him to the thanks of the virtuous re¬ 
publican, and, from the time of the accept¬ 
ance of the compoiition, insolvent American 
debtors, and the gracious smiles of King Cong, 
as you stile the dear ally of France, It is to 
be recollected too, that this con«,ession was 
made by men who severely letort ifijon the 
proposed concessions of the Fox ainiinistra- 
tion to Amei ica, a concession far exceeding, 
I mean in principle (for wljat is the conces- 
aion of ,000,000 to the mind of men ac¬ 
customed to Uie amount of the national debt, 
one hundred times that sura), any epnees- 
sioos granted or about to be granted by 
tbe late administration, of w(iich Mr. Fbx 
formed a part. However, which soever par¬ 
ty actually made tbe greatest concessions is 
not material to us, now, our rights having 
somehow or other been fritter^ away by 
one party or the other, and by which, is of 
BO ^ons^uence to the person who now ad¬ 


dresses you, who bis an equal opinion of all 
party men, and who never did belong, and 
never will, to any party, believing that the 
instant a man sets his foot in office his senti¬ 
ments change, and bis principle, if he ever 
bad any, becomes subservient to his inte¬ 
rest. Yet,^I must except out of my general 
reason two men, the late Mr, Fox and Mr. 
Pitt, the former, if ever there was a man 
who had the welfare of bis country at heart, 
even to the sacrifice of e^'ery personal consi¬ 
deration, w’as justly entitled to the distinc¬ 
tion ; and Mr. Pitt also, for bis determined 
perseverance in (he measures which he 
deemed beneficial to his country.—-A ruin- 
I.D OLD AmeRICXN McRCnsNr. — Jpti/ 7, 

m 08 . 

VAILS, 

Sir,-— Asa constant reader of your Re¬ 
gister, I have ubseived with much salis^c- 
tion, that however our opinions on some 
few political occasion? may have differed, I 
have alw.iys seen reason to applaud your 
manly as'cifinis of the principles of truth, 
however unpalatable to some classes; and 
above all, you are intitled to the esteem of 
every honest man, for your endeavours to 
(heck those moral evils which have of late 
incivised to an alai ming beiglit. This too 
you h.ive done without any methodistical 
cant, which some poisons neither wiser nor 
heller than their neighbours, think it for 
their advantage to adopt. Without further 
pietace then, and in the full confidence, if 
my sentiments appear just, that they will 
meet a portion of your attention; I will 
pioceed to point out the appi caching return 
of .m intolerable evil, in vaiious ways, which 
oiir forefaibcrs saw cause to exert themselve.s 
in abolishing. 1 allude to the nuisance of 
vails, or rather extortions, tbe meaning of 
which appears to me to be Comprised in the 
folly of the master and the exactions of the 
domestic; and W'hich in these times have 
taken a fresh current, by the infamous con- 
nivance of persons in trade. Some circum¬ 
stances which have come before my ejes, 
appear to me of a nature so contaminating to 
these classes of people, that I should (though 
but an humble one) acquit myself very ill 
as an individual, if I did not endeavour to 
apply the remedy, by an exposure of the dis- 
e.ise.—Formerly, when the odious custom 
of vails existed, wages were not above one- 
seventh of the sums now generally paid. 
But to those low wages an inhospitafile rigli 
was annexed, of exacting presents froni 
those who partook of the cheer of the mas¬ 
ter's board. This practice after q time came 
to sQGh s pitchy th9ta din^ at ageotlemaa*! 
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hou^e co 9 t rmicli of more tlian a tavern 
bill; for one fellow biought a glove, another 
a hat, a thiid a stick, a Ibunb a great coat, 
and a fifth, it nothing eNe wete lett, would 
not hesitate to smtch the handkerchief, if it 
invjtitigly sinewed a corner, from the unwit- 
Hug strangerN pocket, purely tor the disinte¬ 
rested sacisfcUtion of luturniag’ it. This 
^practice hasiog become quite intolerable, 
.some spirited genilemtn in spite ot mcen- 
• diary threais. Mid t^uod thirsty anonymous 
iettefs, did c'11 meetings in their counties, 
and by genei.il coiwenl aboli.iicil the cm! ; 
and by way ol remuneialioii raised their 
servant’s wages, to their present liigh rate, 
which with the addition of boaid aiid lodg¬ 
ing is nioie than equal to the pay of a subal¬ 
tern otficcr in his AI ijestv's forces—whose | 
life or limb n\i\ Lo eceiy dav leqnired in i 
the service of countiy. 'this evil whicli 
appears to tlie .uastgi to be abolislied, is to 
niy certs'n Knowledge ag *’11 creeping in to 
some of the gieat lioiiseg of the nobility nn- I 
known to tlieir hospitable owners. Few 1 
friends (however csieenicc) ch<jp|sing to in- [ 
cur the I i‘k of U .ng thought nitd.»lmg or < 
oiHcious III the iloiiiesiic aflai'S of another; 
and tins boot being too cer am to iiiy own , 
knowledge, I think it my duly to give it pub- ' 

licit}'.-Not content, howevei, wiili such I 

means of fill.ug their pockets, they arc as , 
with one accoid, ciideavouting to create a 
still mure odious species of exaction, as in 
fact, it involves a bieaili both of trust <'tnd 
lionesiy. and the dilfii "iiy of discovery eiii- 
b dJeiis tlu 111 so far, tli.n it is the theme of 
discoutse at tl.t it clubs, tlicir hops, and llit-ir 
occasional otgu,‘after their unsusjiectiii'g 
Kiasteis have letired to rest, or are absent 
from home.—AVhen the period for the ad- 
jiistnieiils of the annual family accounts ar¬ 
rives, in too many instances, the upper ser¬ 
vants make their demando for a per ceniage 
thereon; and, di<gustmg av it may seem, 
there are many tiadesraen villainous enough 
to hold out baUs lor custom oy a competi¬ 
tion, 111 t!iu extravagtint amount* of their 
bribes. Nay, Sir, the fact is scarcely at¬ 
tempted to be conce.deil, of which an in¬ 
stance occurred in my own family an upper 
servant having given ine^arning forsooth, 
because I presumed to pay my own bills"; 
stating, or rather mis-stating to me, that by 
his becoming the medium of paym^t, I 
ahonld suffer no loss, and he wotUd obtain a 
considerable advantage; an assertion so self- 
evideniiy absurd, tjiat no one but a mere 
drivelling ideot could for one moment give 
ciedit to it. Fur, can common sense suffer 
ope p} believe that an honest tradesman 'Can 
atford to seU goods to the mester ^ a &ir 


price, wheni the butler or hotisefceeper is to 
' putake of bis profits, without sharing bia la* 
hours, or experiencing his risks and possib)* 
losses.—This may be exemplified in thodis* 
courses of an eminent coal meicl’aut and 
, horse dealer, tne former assuring me he lud 
lost several customers, from resisting <Jie 
shameful exaction of servants; who w'hei^ 
tliey wei e not acceded to, burnt and des < oy- 
•d the best coals below, and sent nothing 
but ttie lefuse to the parlour and the dining 
I room.—The latter asserted that the high de¬ 
mands for horses, aro.se chiefly fiom the fees 
icqiiired by servants, wlio without a share of 
the booty would abuse tli' ir ,ior<es, and get 
ibeir til'‘turner" away by various pretences j 
and he fiirthei a"sured me, 'Ji.it he h-d lost 
the disposal of a pair of carriage horses the 
day before, by refusing to add on to the- 
amount demanded, the trifling sura of one 
fifth to be transferred by lus moans fioin the 
jiocket of the master to that of (he coach¬ 
man —Again, it is nut uncommon w'here a 
liberal hospitality exists, for the head servant 
to keep a sort of open table for any rascally 
acquaiiiiance who may have forfeited his 
place or tiis chaiactc r, or by the economy of 
the master hate bc'on placed upon board 
wages For my part, I call such acts far 
worse than picking pockets; as it is black¬ 
ened by breaches of trust and honesty; for,’ 
it IS of little consequence which we are pil¬ 
fered of, money or moiie}’s worth.—If more 
instances were wanting to prove the necessi¬ 
ty of crushing these’'ciiuiinal and growing 
evils; many might be adduced, but that 
enough 1 think has been said to create dts- 
gnst at the amduct of the pampered menial j 
and to excite a deteimination in the higher 
classes, to resist and repress such mal-prac- 
ticcs; as a duty even to their servants, who 
from luxury and progresssive acts of rogntMTy 
and rapine, too fic'cjHC’nll} terminate exist¬ 
ence by .1 criminal and disgraceful death on 
the gallows, or through the lenity of their 
piosccmors have their sentences mitigated, 
by beiiiglbanished fiom their country as fe¬ 
lons ana malefactors. 1 cannot, however, 
quit this subject without a'taebing blame, 
and a very great share of u, totheabsuid 
fashions of the day. Fpi now a woman who 
condescends to regulate the household affairs 
of her husband’s family, becomes absolutely 
a butt for satire and ridicule, to the ill-judg¬ 
ing, but'more numerous part of her sex, 
which it has been but too truly said Is the 
severest te^t of truth. Nor are the masters 
of families to be spared from severe animad¬ 
version for taking, as is too constantly donp^, 
servants of indiflerent clkiracters, and ia 
some instances without any characteiy what- 
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ever, an evil lo great m jts consequences, 
that It o 'ght to be made actionsble it com 
mon liw, md punished is wnctly is a ser¬ 
vant w ould be lor obt niii >g n f dsc* rb iractei. 
•*— To you, Sir, whose timt- is now so nsel il¬ 
ly dedicated to the snvne of the public, 
some njolopj ni ^lil setm luccssiij, wcio 
not the subjc 1 1 r 1 tny 1 iter on*’ of ‘o much 
impoitance to the puMic lor I tiustjou 
Will agree ss ith me, lint devising the me ins 
ol repressing Cl lines IS a duts we all ove in 
oursbieidl stations-1 b 

OlliUAL PA PIUS 
AwmicsN S'STFs—/V lint hff Kcn's 
Ali'isnu>‘ to tKt Loh^nsi, dalid bthiunj 
3, lb08. 

Hivii g letcivid sn 1 ffi id comm in ci- 
tton of ceil II I otilcis ot il c bn ish miin- 
mtut against mnitime • ,hts oi iic Ui ils, 
belling diU thclith of \ icniui IS07, 
1 tl < 1 IJIt til III to C' IL «, ,S I I'ltt’lLl 
plot t of iIiL iiiirLasin dm ft is to rni 11 ivi- 
gatioii indcomine t uliuli ltd to 11 | ro- 
VJdtnt let of i'll'pu sent session, lniig ci 
•mb ir^jO on 0 ir ow 11 i e-sLla 

Tussi \ —Dtc/ tation asf imt Su'cd n, Fi.b 

10, ISt i 

Jpsilv 111 gin It 'll tic-* violence which 
Tnet 111 1 j is f'l pi ij (cl tow lids the Km f <1 
Ueimiirk, tin impLror ot itussii, i itiini! 
to his ch int ter T I to his system ot uitt s- 
ing circ for tht 11 ft. test-, ot liis 1 n pin , no¬ 
tified to the King of Gicat Lii' in, il • I 0 
could not leni'i n inscii.ible ot s > ii iju nl 
unexampled an aggicssiin on a Sj eroitn 
connected with him by the liesot blocd ind 
friendship, and who wistli ni )st i n n nt 
Ally of Russia—His Imp ml Mijcsty in¬ 
formed the King of Swtdt i of tins dtUr- 
mniatiun by a note,.ditcd the 24 h of Stp 
teinbei liat, piesented to the S' dish Am- 
bassadot -—An arlic le ot ih" licaty i otu h ded 
in 17Bd, bet seen ihe Ln less Cithninc 
and Gnstivus III .ml in >ilic in the ir ity 
of IfOQ belwten t'lc lite Lipcloi Paul 
and til' present Kng oi Swt icii, lontani 
the reiipintil and tgipul ited agieement to 
ma ntain the pnnciple, thit the liiitie is a 
close Sea, with lie gniriiiue of its roasts 
against all acis of hostilit}', tioU nee or veva- 
tions whatever, and fuithtr, totniphij lor 
this purpose all the n tans in the power of 
the lespecfive coutiacting P '11 Iks ?Iis Im- 
pen.il Majesty, rcfe'iing to these ticaties, 
considered himself not me civ .mtborised, 
but bound, to call upon the King of Sweden 
for his co-operaMOn ag'iiii'.f Engl-ind —Hi« 
Swedish Majesty did notdiaavow the olihgn- 
imposed ujpon him by the tr«at<es lefer- 


red to, but refused all co- 6 peratlon until 
the French troops shonld be removed from 
the eoists, and thepbitsef Germany opened 
to English ships But the question beie was 
the ehtrkiiit; of those aggrcssious whuh 
i n»hnd hid comniincid, and by which all 
Liiiopc w IS distnilnd The emperor de- 
maiiil 1 fiom tb Kui> ot Sweden a to ope- 
r'liion foimcliil t n tri.Uits , but his Swtdi'h 
M ij St} answeted by pioposii g to uel y. f'lo 
ext cut 11)11 of th n* ty to inolhei peiiod, 
mini t'oiib'iir hi iiself wii'i ihetiic rf 
optniigilit 1 ) nth puts, fm i^liiul in 
a woiil, w til iLiiiti IK, hiiii'-ill 01 service 
It) ill It l'nt»l ill, I II 1 st w II I 1 mcasntes of 
(1 It nil Lu jlii to h tvt b I n n\ 1 It v 1 ii'i 
be flilliLiiU lo Ini ' 1 >1 U Sliikirg p o f ol 
piiti lit, e n 111 I lit ol 'I c Ki g oi S d n 
low lids Git • B ilam, tin t ns w 1 b be 
h*s liLie >'V 11 —Plis Impn i il M ijcsty, 011 
tiielOliof Novel ibei, t iiised i set on I not i 
to be illhvtitd 11 wl.ic'i Ins SweJ h M,.- 
j -t} w is ml I led pt the ru, *uie bctwtui 
Russ 1 mil J ij^l nl —llns note rem 11 icd 
two montliSfii in wtitd, id ti i -.wtr 
vvlmli was tl nsni t . m ihi qili < f J .1 my 
to Ins M iji itv s Si 11 .11 W..S t) till simo 
I pi r )) I'll. In f MU -in cn pi loi is,hi w- 
i\ci, f r fion I ,iet.ir’' 1 is .in d-t mon 
' ITo IS, fu the connai}, well piei i I ti 10 - 
t Ihct lint be Ins employed even in t s 
til t it 111 '1 td to him foi bim-,iih bukhis 
bwc f|sb M i)<rt} to t’ c oil^ system ot po'ny 
vviy 11 i,c hsislCii'’ v.'ith the mfetests of h s 
s iti , hit'll J ipcinl Mije-ty owes it it 
In r to Ins people, ind to t'esecniit} if 
his ihitiimons, wl leli s to a Siveic ,i ho 
I I’phtitof II liws, no loi i;"! to have the 
CO op r tun ol iiossii vv th Svcdiii i mat¬ 
ter of d( iibl—Iiiioimcd tbit the t ibiiut 
of St Janie, s endiavoiiim^ if temty Deii- 
nmk into a toncuiitnee with the mleitsts 
of Lngland thrciti ml lint Swedish troops 
shot id octiip) /eilm 1 , ind that the posses¬ 
sion of Noivvay should be guaranteed to the 
King of bvvedoti, .issnred also tint his 
Swedish Majesty, while he left the Rnssiau 
note unatibwcied, was secretly lugociating 
*1 ticily at London, hts Impernl Mijesty 
peiceived that the mteiests of hts ernpiiQ 
would be veiy ill seemed were he (q permit 
Insncighbciii, the King ot Sweden, at the 
comm* ncement of a war between Russia 
mil Eaighnid, to disguise his well known 
a nt.ments of atiachment to the latter power, 

'I del the appt uance of a pictendtd neutra¬ 
lity, H IS 1 mpei I d Majesty, therefof^, can¬ 
not allow the relations of Sweden toward^ 
RnshU to remain longer in a state of uncer¬ 
tainty. He cannot giye hts consent to suc]^ 
a neutralitySwedisU Sifajefcty’s hemil 
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therefore no longer doubtful, nothing re- 
niained for his Liiperial M.ijfsty but to resort 
to 4hose means w ni*'h«PrnTidence has pi k ed 
in his bandit, tor no bthef purpose axcipt 
that of gU'ing protection and safety to his 
dominioiib; and he hasdeeuuJ it right to 
uotity this intention to the King of Sweden, 
“und to all Euiope—Hasiiii; liiiis dequiited 
• himself of that duty, wiiieh the gaiety ot 
ffis doiiiiiiions rcfj'Uie, bii Imperial M .jesty 
is read^ to change ihe^mcusim'« lie i.s about 
to take, to measures of preea itioii only, if 
the King ot Sweden will, without s'tl.iy, 
join Russia nivl Denmark in sh-ni ug ilso 
Bdtic against Eoghii.d miiil the eoi.rlusion 
ot a mariiime pca<e. lie himselt iiisiiei 
the king his broihvr m l.'W, tor 'he i isi 
time, and with .ill th.- fet lings </f real li lei d- 
ship, no longer to l.csit te in fultilling ' is 
obligations’, and in''mbiacing iht onb'Sjs- 
tem ot policy wliirhis consistent w itii the 
interests ot the Noitlu'in Poweis. What 
has Sweden gained since h<'i king atlaihetl 
himself to Ki'gland ?—i\’olhir.g could be 
more painlu'i to bis Imp nal Maj^'ity than to 
see a rupinre take place betweeli Sweden 
and Russia Kut bia Sw ‘I'lSli M ‘ji sty has it 
still in Ins power to picsenl ibis uvi ni by, 
williout dei ly, n -oivii g to .adopt that course 
which can alone p'cserve a sliict union and 
petted harmony Lelv,ctn the two Slates. 

Finl VNii.- Prrrlu'iiuliott to the In/iali- 

(anti of h'lnhnulissued f tj ih • li"i>siun 
(rincint, Ci'uut 1' ix'in'ili?!; linKd llriitl 
(/ ii( i sill », Ftl'- 18, )S. 

ft is Ill ill.' i .11,..si LDuctin his Jilt; e- 
rid iVr.ijeuy, o.m'ost gt.isious m. ^!er, Jiadg 
Jiimsv-ll ncces-’Mred to order his no "ps un-. 
(ier my coniuMiid to cnier your coiui'ry, 
good fiiends, Lind inhabitaius ut Svvid.sb l'’ni- 
laiid —Ills Impelial M'jc-i) Icols the more 
concerned to take this sti>p, to which he is 
conj^jellcd by the trans.iclions which li.me 
taken place in Sweden, as he still boars in 
mind the geneious and friendly sentiments 
which the I'ms displayed towards Russia in 
the last war, when the Swe<l|sh king eiig.tged 
in an invasion ot I'mland, in a manner equal¬ 
ly unexpected and unwarrantable.— His pre¬ 
sent Swedish Majesty, far from joining his 
imperial Majesty in his exertion.s to lestorcf 
the tranquillity of Europe, which alone can 
be effected by the coalition which so fdrlu- 
natcly has been foimed by the most power¬ 
ful states, has on the contrary formed a closer 
alliance With the engmy of tranquillity and 
peace, whoso oppressive system and nnwar¬ 
rantable conduct towards his Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty and his nearest ally, his imperial Ma¬ 
jesty (aoqut by any means iqok upon with 
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indifference.—It is on this ground, in addi« 
tion *fo what his Imperial Majesty owes to 
the security of his own dominions, that ha 
finds himself uecc.ssitatcd to take yonr coun-* 
try under his protection, in order to serve to 
himself clue s.ilisfaction, in c is.* his royal 
Swedish Msjesty should persist m his desigq 
not to accept the juit conditions of peace 
which h.<ve been tendered to Imn by hU 
French M.ijcsiy, (hio ".di the mediation of 
his Ii.i|»<'ii.d Ru’-si.m .M ijesiy, in order to 
ic-.ioie lilt- t/iessings ol p ce, which are at 
all limes the piinctpal obj cl of his Imperial 
JVI'iji s'y’s ituiition.—G. n i friends ,ind men 
of Fiiil.ind rem.iin eju" i .in I fear nought, wo 
do not come to you ii-* i iieiuies, bnt as your 
ti'ei'i’.s Liiid pmtc'ctors, to 1 nd*ryoii moro 
pro-pel oils and happy, and 10 avert from you 
the c.'l.imtlies which, if w.ir -li.tiild become 
iiulispen-iiile, must iucess.jrih befall you.—- 
Do n.Jt allow yonr-*lt to be seduced to tike 
to arms, 01 to ireni in a los^le manner the 
tiuops who are committed to niy ontersi 
bhonid anv one oifend against this adnioiii- 
lion, he must impute 10 himself the conse- 
quenres of hi'> conduct, while, on the other 
hand, thos.' who meet Iiis Imperial Majesty’s 
pUernal care for the welfare of this country, 
ni.iy rest assured of his powerful favour and 
protection.—And as it is his Imperial Ma- 
I jestv’s will, tlial .ill the atl.iirs in your coun- 
I try shall pur-iie their uiiial cou>^e, and be 
j tn.iti u’cd according to your .incieiit lawsi and 
cu.ui.ns, which are to remain undisturbed, 

I .l^ long as his ftoops rcsniin in your country, 
all ofliceis both civil au.l mihfaiy, are here-* 
with dire, ted to conform them-eUes (hereto: 
provided th it no bad use be made of this in- 
dulgciiro, contrary to the good of the coun¬ 
try.—Piorrpl piyment sh ill be made for all 
pr ivipiotii Lin-I teficshmeiits requiieJ for the 
troops, and in older tbat^vm may still more 
be convinced of hi* M.'jesly’s paternal solici-r 
tude for yonr welfaie, he has ordered several 
niLigazities to be formed, in addition (oihoso 
which are already csiahiislii d out of which 
the most kidigent inhabitants shall be sup¬ 
plied witn Beccss.aries, in c.anmon with his 
Majesty's troops.——Should t in nmstances 
arise to require an amicable di.scmiion and 
deliberation, in that case yon aie tilrectcJ lo 
scqfl your deputies, chosen in tlio uaiial man¬ 
ner, to the City of ,\bo, >n order to delibe¬ 
rate upon the subject, and adopt such mea¬ 
sures as tlw welf.ire of ihe cmintry sh.a]l re¬ 
quire.—It is hi.s Impel i.il Majesty’s plcisure, 
that from tins tnoment I'it)i.ind .shall be con¬ 
sidered and treated in the same manner as 
other conquered provinces ot the Russian 
empire, which now enjoy happiness and 
peace under tlte mild government of bis Im- 
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penal Majesty, and remain in full pos<3es$ion 
of tbe freedom of religion and wuislup, as 
well 38 of all its ancient rigbtii and privileges. 

taxes payable to the crown remain in 
subDtance unaltered, and the pay of tbe pub¬ 
lic officers of e\ery description continues 
likewise on its ancient footing. 

Sweden.——-Z) cf'^arot*o» agniast Rusua, 
II March, 1808, 

Tbe first intimation his Mijcsty received 
rf the hoitile entrance of Russian troops 
into Finland on the 2tst ot I\ biu.iry last, 
and of their public inciteiiicnts to rebellion 
and revolt ciiculaied ui that piovmce immc 
diately itierwaids, on behalf of hiu Inijieiial 
Russian Majesty, was by a telc^rai h’t di->- 
p.itch.—A bleach of peace without a pie- 
Vious declaiatiou of wai, wilhont a single 
at tide of complaint being pieferreJ , a 
breach of peace etini'alinw tunii tie.arlvry, 
and c'arried on by a tr.« toi ol hi • ii iiive coun¬ 
try, * placed at the side of ihe Commander 
in Chief, is an event whith has but tew 
examples, and must at the fii?t glance create 
detestation ; but when this aoi is e\.amii.ed 
at the same time with what has l.itel) oc¬ 
curred between the two couutiies j when 
contemplated in its foi bidding deviatun 
from those paths of tiuth and hui.our PKcni- 
plified by his Ally, no feeling c'.sn then ex¬ 
press, no name can compass the extent of 
Each depravity; its features will remain 
without a patallel in history, filling up the 
deedsotinicjuity heapVcl fogethet ni il.e pre¬ 
sent age. — At a time when his In 'ciial 
Russian Majesty, seemed to feel tenderly 
for oppressed princes and countries j at a 
time when he estimated tbe dangers which 
threatened all Europe, bis Majesty, actuated 
by similar sentiraeBts, was led into engage¬ 
ments with him, fancied on the confidence 
be placed in him as a neighbour, an ally, and 
as an independent Monaieh. I'iie Empfror 
of Russia, in reference to the general w'el- 
fare, had entered in'o usetnl engagements, 
bad yet to demand of Fiance the (fulfilment 
of existing treaties, was possessed\)t power 
to support his owi\ rights and those of all 
others concerned ; his Majesty entered in¬ 
to an alliance with him, and is now attacked 
by him on thediiectgrouudof havingbeetUiis 
ally.—Neverdid a princeenter into an alliance 
with a more assured consciousness of the 
purity of its motives, as well as of its being 
inviolably kept. The Emperor bad been 
personally insulted by the refusal of the 
French government to fulfil a concluded and 
sealed treaty ; * had been publicly defamed 

* George Spriiig^orten, 


I by repeated insults Jtveiled at his own per-i 
son. The Ivussidn nation had been'no less 
insulted, being gazem^ savages and Ikar- 
barUiis -f Thus every thing that is sacred 
to a government, was connected with the 
common interest W<(S it then possible but 
to look upon as inevoccible, what the Em- 
peiur hiiiiself had declared, “ that he would 
reject ail conditions of peace, whether moie 
Ol Jess advantageous, il they weie not con¬ 
sistent with the glory^ot the Russian name ; 
the .eruiily ot the Empire; the sanctity 
of alliances, and the tran<]uillily and p-ace of 
•ill F.n.ope.” i—In what iii. nnc*r, and how 
fill tlu'se gr-at ouji-i Is have been obtained by 
the IVaco of liisit, conteni;iorarics have 
already decide!, and futurity will more 
clearly discover. The King, although at 
his post on the theatic of -vhi, was, contrary 
to the expi ess tenor of his conveniion wiili 
Iltiss a, ^ neither mioimed of the Armis¬ 
tice, noi of the definitive negoi .auoiis, till 
the peace was con. luded, having iceeivid 
advic' o these tiaiisactums, (oinpamed 
with a cold,.and slight inviuiiio’i in rissist in 
the object of peace, j} the Ki.. > ici.cwcd his 
application tor an 'iimisiKr (whiiii ought, 
no doubt, to h VC been <-ti}'ul..ted in tbe 
peace ot Tilsit), but leceived o'ly evasive 
aiisweis, and disfovLiod.u once the value 
ot Ru'Man co-ope iiion. The Kiughtidmg 
liiiiiselt 111 consequence unable to delend his 

^ A people (the Ru'-sians) w'ho tiomtheir 
barbatous customs and maiineis ought to 
create abhoirence anioiiost all civ ilizrd na¬ 
tions—Oldie du Ji-ui. Vienne, Ic 25 B u- 
maire, An. l-i (1-»ih November, 1805.) 
—These savage bands, whose assisiance shall, 
for the last lime, be tailed forth by Emopean 
governments—25 Bulletin de la grand 
aimec, le25 Bniiraiie,An 14 KtheGieek 
leligion be allowed once to spread itself be¬ 
tween the Baltic and the Mediterranean seas, 
we shall soon see eur provinces attacked by « 
heap of mad barbarians—proclamation, tbe 
head quarters, Waisaw, 2-th Jan, Idoy, 
Signed Napoleon Buonaparte. 

f See the Russian Manifest of the 30th 
August, 1800. 

§ Both the high contracting parties bad 
Ihngaged in the most powerful manner, that 
the hostilities being once commenced, they 
should not lay down Iheirarms, oi treatabout . 
any reconciliation with the French govern¬ 
ment without their mutual consent. The 
ci^vention between Sweden and!^ Russiat * 
dated the 14th January, lb05.—Art, IX. 

II ^eueral Budberg’s letter to Baron d# 
Wetterslcdt, First Se'jietary for the foretgtt’ 
correspondence dated the lOib J ly, 160^. 
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German stated aof lopger, was obliged to 
leave tiieoi to their Bubseqoent fate. Hav* 
iDg>'sustained this loss, origiqating in Che 
desertion of Russia, his Majesty was again 
placed out of the theatre of war,* and en- 
deavoqreii to enjoy within his own territory 
that peace and quietness which its geographi- 
cr] situation seemed to ensure to him. 
living faithfully acted up to his engage- 
rnenfis towards Russia, his Majesty proniiiied 
himself, that notwiths^nding the diRerent 
system she had adapted, a just and equitable 
retrospect would be given to former occur¬ 
rences. The King had supported the ope- 
• rations of Russia with bis ships of war j 
had shared with the Emperor his mililaiy 
stores ; had rejected and immediately com¬ 
municated the offers made him by the French 
’ Government. ^ Among others one that on 
condiiiju of breaking with Russia while in- 
the n’l ^st o»' the war, and when the Russian 
front,.-PS and her very capital were defence¬ 
less, Sweden should be pyt in jwssessif n of 
all the provinces lost during the reign of 
Charles Xll, logc-t’icr with suyij, further 
part of the Rossiau empire as his Majesty 
might detiTinme. Pis Majesty stands on 
higher ground tiiaii lo make a merit of hav¬ 
ing lesisted temptations so mean and con- 
tenijn’.hlo ; but ho 'S not without hopes that 
the aggiegated censure due to a power thus 
spared in the hour of danger, will be propor¬ 
tioned to its oppressive conduct towards this 
kingdom.— The consequences of the se¬ 
cret articles of the treaty of Tilsit, which 
were immediately suspected, and which the 
Russian Ministry have since acknowledged, 
began by degrees to unfold themselves. 
England’s commercial monopoly, that ri¬ 
diculous scarecrow, erected by the French 
government, in order to usurp to itself the 
continent, was also brought forward for the 
contemplation of the North, for the sake 
of ejj^ending, even to that part of the world, 
the oppression and misery which, from port 
to port, from state to state, Europe bad been 
subjected to. No government is any longer 
left to its own light and experience; no 
people to tbeir own lawful industry; no 

^ Promise of Norway given by General, 
Bernadotteto a Swedish officer—prisoner,- 
Nov. 1806 , respecting the extending of 
'dominions of the french minister, Bourienne 
to Netzel the Charg 6 des Affiiires the l4th 
November 1806 . General Grandjean's re¬ 
presentation to Colenel Baron Tavast, A 
27tlt May, 1807, that Sween was to demand 
what territory she wished to have in orde; 
that she mi^ht coootmrbalance Russia, &c. 
* 0 * 


middle datt ouuiMklbdkQowledged b^weeb 
the vassal and the enemy. Peace sighiflei 
confederBcy'--confederacy, submission {.and 
from paris must prMeed the mandates which 
are to dictate botn principles, laws, and 
ordinancies, to the ielf-styled independaut 
confedera^, while they promote only » 
lust for power, and violate what is most sa¬ 
cred in society and between societies.—-Pre¬ 
parations (were made in conformity at St. 
Peterbnrgb last Autumn, for a rupture with 
England, and they waited only for the pro¬ 
per season of the year to be able, with some¬ 
what more security, to carry that measure 
into cftect. A proposal was made to bis 
Rojial Majesty, in a note, dated the 6 tb of 
October, to assist agreeably to tbe conven¬ 
tion made in 1780 , in shutting the Baltift 
against foreign ships of war. His Majesty, 
on the 13th November, returned for answer 
that so long as the French government was 
in possession of so many harbours on the 
south side of the Baltic, and there exercised 
their system of exclusion, the Baltic could 
not be kept peaceable. His Majesty in con¬ 
sequence also requested that his Imperial 
Majesty would first ciwleavonr to prevail oti 
the French to quit those ports j and when 
the tirst-merlloned application was renewed 
on tbe 27 th of the same month, as an objec¬ 
tion grounded on the convention of 1780 , 
Ills Majesty circumstantially declared on tbe 
21 st Jan. last, that by virtue of tbe conven¬ 
tion made in the year 1801, between Rus¬ 
sia and England, and to v^hichbis Majesty, 
at the pressing instance of Russia, and un¬ 
der her oun guarantee, became a party, 
the previous armed neutrality had entirely 
ceased. I’hat his majesty had then enter¬ 
ed into direct engagements with England, 
ill reference to that object, and which could 
not equitably be departed from, so long as 
the latter power, on her side, fulfilled net 
obligations. That at the same time that 
|he armed neutrality was done away with, 
he stipulations grounded therein, respectr 
lug the sbjjltting of the Baltic, became null 
and void, and which was tbe less applica¬ 
ble to existing circumstances, as the Danish 
naval force, then calculated upon, no lon¬ 
ger was in ^ing ; not to mention that En¬ 
gland bad since that time, discovered tbe 
passage through the great Belt. But that 
of Sweden could not with her arms eontri- 
bttte to tile protection of the Baltic, she 
would, on the other hand, take upon her« 
self to obtain, by negociation with England, 
that she should not send any ships of xntst 
into those seas, provided no other power 
made armaments there, or new bestilities 
should oblige her te come there ht en at* 
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sistant.—^That Swadfen should be ,calie^ 
upon to serve Russia as outworks, because 
she had thought proper to provoke Eng¬ 
land } tliKt Sweden should sacrifice her 
fleet and commerce as a defence for Cron- 
atadt and Revel, was asking rather too much : 
*yet immediately after these representations, 
Russia actually commenced her preparations 
for war on the frontiers of Finland. His 
Majesty continued, notwithstanding, to 
view them with calm forbearance ; for as 
yet no specific, complaints had been prefer-' 
red, nor had any unconditional demands 
been made. The propesal (His Majesty 
had made) of an agreement to protect the 
Baltic, presented asi^ects of tranquillity and 
advantage to Russia, to all tlic North, which 
it would appear could not, but under gic.it 
responsibility, bo refused. The ports of 
Ru.ssia would thereby become more frequent 
than they had been since the commeiicemeiit 
of the war, and might obtain an emulation 
in trade rispeding their produce unknown 
for in.nny years. Neighbourly friendship, 
cotnmqrte, repose after an unfortunate war, 
and some niotnes for applause after a still 
more unfortunate piiice, such weio il:c ad- 
■ vanl.'gcs fo be derised from tlic piopos.i!s 
which the king made to ilie En!p,.ror. 'J'liey 
w'cie made w’ith a well gioiimicd roiifuleiTo 
in the concnirenceof Kughrd, aiidhisVla- 
jesty expected Russia’s con*'cnt would has e 
arrived much eirlier than ihe dreadad Fng- 
lish fleet could shew itself as au avenger 
in the Baltic^ He jfl'essed a speedy answer, 
and it was intended that the King’s Amb.as* 
saclor should on the l.'/ih of February, in a 
private audience with t]ie Emperor, which 
was promised him, urge this important con¬ 
cern, when at once the communication of 
the embassy with Sweden wa.s in a violent 
manner interrupted, and Russian troops en¬ 
tered Finland with the follow ing proclama¬ 
tions : (Here follow the Russian procla¬ 
mations, dated Fredeiiksham tho JSlh (b'th) 
Reb. 1808, and Louisa, .10) h (22d) Feb. 
]808, already published). The|dec]aration 
then concludes .as follows :—Let every legal 
government, let,every brave and honest 
Vrarrior, every loyal subject, judge of this 
conduct: a treacherous invasion of a peace¬ 
ful neighbour’s country, preceded by ma¬ 
nifesto^ inviting to rebellion, are things at 
all times detestable, even in these latter 
times; otherwise so burthened Vith exam¬ 
ples violence and injustice. The Rus¬ 
sian Empire, the ally of France, is not it 
would seem, powerful enough to abide upon 
the common terms of the law of nations, 
tlie resistance of a province left to defend it¬ 
self qn account of the season of the year. 


It calls forth the aid of treachery and treason. 
The government expects to purchase the 
Finlanders en maw ,. under promises of 
liberty ; but the commander of the army 
nfl'eis toSpurchase the soldiers individually, 
like slaves, in the market of Si, I’eter^burgh 
or Riga.—Ye youthful inhabitants of E'ln-’ 
land, a people woithy of c.steeni; touf 
King has, during the whole of his reigp,' 
paicl attention to ynpr instruciion, tu>the cul¬ 
tivation .and prosperi^^' of your coun try. A 
fdithic-ss nciglibour threatens to hurl you 
Ivick to the state you weic in in agts past, 
because your m ighbourliood is become a re¬ 
proach to him. Ilis .sword is brandished over 
your he,ids; his plnndeiiug hands ate 
stroK lied towards vour proiicrty ; his for¬ 
ces appro,ich your J\',(dliiig, and his pro¬ 
mise, and prnrc'-t.itionslKisc 'o other aim tli.m ' 
to f.uilil.nte his access to you Deeply grieved 
al the dislre.sf.es in'cpai.ihle from war, al¬ 
though conscious of in no M'ise having been 
the cause of it, ypiir king rvsts assuied that 
yfur heatts will rennin uu.t.iiioe(i ,:i tlj'oiir 
courag.- 'lysubiluid, till the liitic ih.dl airivo 
when h'* laii freely ornphy i.i> wlx-le h.ico 
.and that of liis ally in pioiowln ; an.l lo.’c 
ing } 0 u. 

Piail'tKriijn, lAlh March, • 
1 LDa. 

Where.T. the la^l' i ii iron'Iets of the king¬ 
dom have already b^cn i ded b, a Russian 
force; and wheic.r ihi’e t .ti in, sonthcin, 
and iioitlKrii Ironticis aie iu d'.tiger of inva¬ 
sion: w'c are ci.i- jicllcd hy .dl tlio means in 
onr power to dtleiid oik k'ugdom, and at 
the same time to avail burselve-, fur its se¬ 
curity, of the sacred duty imposed uj'on the 
king of Sweilcn, as well by tl .• ancient fun¬ 
damental laws of the coiinliy, as by the pre¬ 
sent form of government. That \e may be 
the better able to oppose our enemies, we 
hereby command all unmairitd aiid^ahle 
young men, between the ages of l.^ and 25 
years, of what rank soever they insiy be, 
excepting stuh as bavT heretofore served as 
soldiers or seamen, to be ready whenever 
they i.(ay be called upon, to defend their 
country. In the mean time we order our 
commanders immediately to enrol all young 
men of the above description, in every parisk 
throughout the kingdom, and transmit to us 
a statement thereof as speedily as possible,, 
that we m.’ty, accordingly to the information 
given of the number in each district, issue 

t iers for their organiz^ion as reg^ar troop*. ' 
1 those whom these may concern are here¬ 
by enjoined to observance.—Given at our 
palace at Stockholm, this Idtli day of Mayck 
1S08.— Gustaf Adolph. 
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Besides the above prociamation« there are 
several others of less moment; one dated 
March the Sd^ prohibiting all travelling into 
>Jurway without a pass from the hrst secreta¬ 
ry of state, which is to be grantcdi only ou 
account of especial business; and providing 
against the ciiculation of publications on the 
frontiers. Another proclamation prohibits 
on pain of death, all communication be- 
tvTben tjjie dominions of Sweden and Uubsia. 

DenmaSK.—— 7)fc^flT(ftion against Sweden, 
2ijth Febrvarij, 18US. 

The Danish government has with just im¬ 
patience waited to see the effect of the efl’orts 
employed by the court of St. Pctersburgli lor 
the purpose of recalling Sweden by the most 
fiicndly means, to those interests which are 
• common to her with all the powers of the 
north, and to those principles which are the 
first bond of her connection with Russia and 
Denmark 'I’licsc efforts having finally 
proved ineflcctnal, the Danish government 
finds itself placed in a position tow'ards Swe¬ 
den which will no longer allow its rdalions 
with that kingdom to icmaiu Uncertain. 
What these relations h.id become, it is indeed 
im(>ossil)lc to dissemble, after a perfidious 
aggression had suddenly foiced Denmark 
from tlie p.'ttli she bad followed during a long 
series of ycafs without the slightest deviation. 
All Europe has reKOiuided witli one cry of 
indignation at the ciirae committed by Great 
Britain ag.iin<>t a ncntral and peaceful state} 
and from all ijuaitcis has tlu* D.tni*ih govern¬ 
ment re<'ei\ed tesliraouies of the most lively 
inteiest in its cauae. The court of Stock¬ 
holm alone, notwithstanding the particular 
ties which united it wiihth.UofCi'penhagen, 
ob'crved a total silence, which it at length 
bioke, only to preier complaints the most 
unfounded and reproaches the most un¬ 
just, with respect to the inconveniences 
that had indirectly re.>n!fed to it, from the 
pvcntsfof the war, as w’cll as fiom the rigor¬ 
ous measures which the situation to w'hich 
the Daiii|^h government has been most unex¬ 
pectedly reduced, has imperiously required 
it to adopt, and vviiich (he chtc.me and end¬ 
less ve.xaiions of-Sweden have been little 
calculatctl to induce it to abandon. The 
Danisli cabinet w'ould have been extremely 
embaiTa.sscd to interpret the conduct oo the 
pail of a .sovemign, whose interests, ptinci- 
ple.s, and .‘cntiments, it bad regarded as be¬ 
ing ec|nnlly wounded by an act of alrocity, 
rwoich has-sMiddeniy^lighted the flames of wi^ 
in the north, if it luuniot quickly seen causwf 
to suppose, that the resolution taken by the 
king of Sw'cdcrj undei these circumstances 
was’ not merely that of indifference. The 
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^tmordinary facility with whic|;i that mo* 
narchj several weeks before the reduction of 
Stralsund, had consented to the (iepartureof 
the major part of the Englisli luroes in 
Pomerania (whither, as it should seem, they 
came with no other view than to await the 
opportunity of being conveyed to Zealand,) , 
and the pains his ^vedisb majesty took to 
inform his people that (his re-embarkation 
took place by virtue of a separate article of 
his convention with Great Britain, gave the 
first iudicatioiis of a seciet understanding 
at the expence of Denmark. These indica¬ 
tions were very soon increased. The Danish 
government i.s not aetjuainted with the ex¬ 
tent of the assistance which its enemy re¬ 
ceived in the ports of Sweden; but it has 
felt the consequences of that assistance in a 
manner the most hmicntuble to itself. It is 
easy to conceive the impression which has 
lieen produced upai the Danish nation by 
the relations of every kin^, and the unin¬ 
terrupted communications which the English 
found no difficulty in maintaining with Swe¬ 
den.—No one rould fail to remark how 
much Denmark wa.s insulted by the pleasure 
which the king of Sweden appeared to take 
in repairing to the coast opposite to the 
Sound, and beholding jiersonaily ail the in¬ 
justice and out I age committed against a 
neighbouring country; by the caresses and 
numberle.ss marks of distinction lavished up¬ 
on the leaders of the English forces; by the 
honours which they, on their pait, .'iffected 
to render to the .illy of their sovereign; and 
by the deinonsti.'tions of rcspcdl tow^ards his 
Swedish majcsiv, to which the ships of war, 

V iolently scizf d from the port of Cepenba- 
geii, were not bound, on their passage along 
the Sound, iin ior (ho cannon even ot that 
fbrtres.s to which their salute was owing. 
However unfavourable an aspect the con¬ 
currence of these circumstances necessarily 
casts upon the dispoattions of the King of 
Sweden towards the government of Den¬ 
mark, that government cannot reproach it¬ 
self with having gratuitously exagger.alcd 
those appearances, which (iiecouit ofStcck- 
holm, far fiom altempting to remove, wish¬ 
ed to produce, nourish, and strengthen, as 
far us it w'as in its power. But the.'ic simple 
appearances were .soon succeeded by facts. 
The government of Engl.ind was the first to 
dcvelope to Denmark the openly hostile dis¬ 
position of.his Sweehsh M.ijesty. Europe 
already knows the explanations occasioned 
between Denniark and Sweden by this de¬ 
nunciation, Iho King of Sweden, when 
called upon in (he most frank and friendly 
nianner to declare himself on this subjecr, 
was been to endvidvour eluding the nece-.sity 



635] FOLrnCALREOISTER.-Q^fc*alPfl/>ef^. t^Stl 


of such a dhclaratioD; and when h« was at 
length closely pressed, bis Majesty gave an 
answer oblique, equivocal, and insulting. 
Nevertlieless, as this answer appeared in 
some measure to give the lie to the govern¬ 
ment of England, the government of Den- 
inark was contented with it for the moment, 
and thought it becoming to dissimulate its 
just resentments against Sweden, in the 
hope that, enlightened concerning her true 
interests, and reflecting on the consequences 
her resolutions, she would at last end by 
yielding to the representations which the 
court of St. Petersbiugh bad made, with as 
much tenderness as patience, in order to en¬ 
gage her to renounce her alliance with Great 
Britain, evidently become incompatible with 
the tranquillity of the North, and especiallv 
with the security of Denmark. The Danish 
government is but imperfectly acquainted 
> with the nature and extent of the engage¬ 
ments which Sweden has entered into with 
England; whate\er may be the object of 
them, and whatever their tendency, no one 
can better conceive or appreciate than itself 
the repugnance which his Swedish Majesty 
would feel in failing in any of the obli¬ 
gations he had contracted. But the Cabinet 
of Copenhagen is not uninformed that die 
Swedish government itself has admitted, that 
the term of its engagements recently ex¬ 
pired ; and after the Cabinet of St. James’s 
had unmasked itself in the face of all Eu¬ 
rope, it would have bpen insulting the Court 
of Stockholm to suppose that it would dare 
to concur in an attack updn the first bases of 
the security, prosperity, and dignity of the 
Powers of the North. These considerations 
could not be balanced by the trifling advan¬ 
tage of subsidies, with which the Cabinet of 
London shews itself ready at all times to 
purchase its allies', and whom it pretends 
to have then the right of treating as merce¬ 
naries.——The resolutions of the King of 
Sweden having, however, frustrated the last 
hopes of bis neighbours, the Government of 
Denmark could no longer hesitate, on its 
part, to take those measures which its secu¬ 
rity, the general interest of the North, its 
attachment to Russia, and the nature of its 
engagements wul. that power, imperiously 

£ rescribe to it. At a moment when Zea- 
ind is threatened anew by the forces of 
Eng^nd, to which the ports of Sweden serve 
as a point of re-union; when the enemy of 
the North has just assured himself of the 
dependence of the Court of Stockholm upon 
him for fresh pecuniary assistance: syhen 
the public declarations of the English Minis¬ 
try sufliciently unfiild the nature of the en- 
gagenymts still subsisting or renewed be* 


tween the two allies, the Ddiish Govern¬ 
ment deemvit right to prefer a state of open 
hostility to precarious and eqnivnt'al lelations 
towards ^n enemy whose disposition is be¬ 
come more and more suspicious, and who, 
during a long period, could be considered 
only asta disguised enemy. His Majesi} the 
King of Denmark declares consequently, 
that he adopts altogether the resolutions of 
Russia in respect to Sweden, ancf that he 
will not separate his canse from that of the 
Emperor Alexander, his august and faithtiil 
ally. 

Prussia. —— Declaration of the King of 
Prussia against Sweden, dated Konigs- 
here, March Q, 1808. 

His Majesty the King of Prussia, ouf , 
most gracious sovereign, has been solicited 
by both imperial courts of Paris and St. 
Petersburgh, consistently with the system 
of the other powers of the Continent, and 
the declaration against England, to extend 
the same measures against Sweden, which 
have been taken against England, on ac¬ 
count of her fresh alliance with that power. 
In imitation of the declaration issued by the 
Emperor of Russia on the 10th (*22) of Fe¬ 
bruary. In this year, bis majesty has accord¬ 
ingly broken oS all relations witli Sweden, 
and commands all in office under him, un¬ 
der the penalty of severe punishment, to 
restrain from all community or intercourse 
whatever with Sweden. In pnisoance of 
this, from the present moment, and till far¬ 
ther orders, all Prussian harbours shall be 
utterly closed against Swedish vessels; Prus¬ 
sian vessels shall no longer be sent into Swe¬ 
den, neither shall Swedish or neutral ships, 
or wares which came from Sweden, be ad¬ 
mitted into Prussian harbo^. 

Gbk. Whiteiocke,—C iVeaZar from the 
Commander in Chief to the Army,-^Ut 
March, 1808. 

At a general conrt-martial, of which ge¬ 
neral the right hoti. Sir William Meadows, 
K.B. was president, held by virtue of bis 
Majesty s special warrant, bearing date the 
25th of January, 1808, at the royal hospital 
^at Chelsea, on the 28th of the same month, 
and continued by adjournment until th6 
IStlj, of March following, lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke was tried. 

Sentence. 

The court martial hijvipg (Jyly const- , 
** dered the evidence %iven in support of' 

•* the charges against the prisoner, lieute- 
“ nant-generalWlutelocke, his defence, and 
•* tlM evidence he-has adduced, are of opi- 
** nion, that he is guilty of the whole of the 
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'• said charges, with the exception of that ing a 4ong course of public events, prodocr 

‘ part of the second charge wJiich relates tive of so many calamities, patiently sotN 

' to the order that the columns should be raitted to unexampled burthens, and are 8ty| 

' unloaded, and that no firing slrould be ready to make such further sacrifices as naay 

' permitted on any account.”—^Ae court* be necessary tor maintaining the honour and 

are anitious that it may be distinctly under- independence of the realm.—^That these bur- 

stood, that they attach no censure whatever thens have been considerably augmented* 

iu the precautions taken to prevent unnecessa- by gross abuses in the management and ex' 

rj^ring during the advance of the troops to penditure of the public money, and by a pro- 

(he proposed points of attack, :uid do (here- fusion of sinecure places and pensions, which 

fore acquit lieutenant-general Whitelock of have not only greatly added to the su^ringa 

that part of the said charge —The court of the people, but created a pernicious and 

adjudge, that the said lieuieinut-goneral dangerous influence, corrupting and under* 

VVhitelocke be cashiered, and declared to- mining the pure and free principles of the 

tally unfit arid unworthy to serve his British constitution.—That after the etior- 

Majesty in any military capacity what- inous abuses brought to light by the various 

ever.” commissions of inquiry, it is a matter of 

Hie king has been pleased to confirm the deep concern to your petitioners, that the 

above sentence, and his Royal Highness the oftenders thereby discovered have not been 

commander in chief has received his Ma- brought to justice, and those who so grossly 

jesty’s command to direct, that it shall be misapplied the public money have hitherto 

read at the head of every regiment in his escaped with impunity.—Your petitioners 

service, and inserted in all regimental or- did therefore rely upon Parliament that spee- 

derly books, with a view of its becoming dy and effectual measures would have be«i 

a lasting memorial of the fatal consequences adopted to reform such abuses, and detect 

to which officers expose themselves, w'ho, and punish the oftenders in future.—That 

in the discharge of the important duties con- your petitioners viewed with much satisfac- 

fided to them, are deficient in that steal, tionihe foundation ofacommitteeof Finance 

judgment, and personal exertion, which tbcir and hailed the introduction into your hon; 

Sovereign, and their country, have a right house of a bill to prevent the granting ot 

to expect from oflScers intrusted with high places in reversion, as the first step towards 

commands.—^To his Majesty, who has ever these salutary reformations. They beheld 

taken a most lively interest in the wel- with increased satisfaction the measures 

fare, the h«niour, and reputation of his taken by your Iionourabjehouse, both daring 
trotips, the recent failure (jf south America, tire late and present sessions o:& parliament, 

has proved a subject of the most heartfelt to carry the same into eftect.—That it waa 

regret; but it has been a great consolation with grief and di.sappointment they observed 

to him, and his Majesty has commanded it the views and intentions of your bon. houso 

to be intimated to the army, that after the unhappily frustrated} and they have too' 

most minute investigation, his Majesty finds much reason to apprehend, that the. defeat 

ample cause for ^tification in theintrepi- of this measure has arisen from the baueibt 

dity and good cWduct displayed by' his and predominating influence, 'Which such 

tro()ps, lately employed on that service, abuses must aecessarily create, and which 

and pa^fK^td^rly by those divisions of the this bill was intended to correct.-That it 

army, which were personally engaged with appeals to your petitioners at all times es- 

the enemy in the town of Buenos Ayres, on sential, that \igid economy should be ob- 

the 5th 'of July, 1807 ; and his Majesty served in ,the expenditure of the public 

entertains tio doubt, that had the exertions money, and thatno places or pensions should 

of his troops in South America been directed be bestowed but for real piiblicservices, more 

by the same skill and energy, which have particularly so at the present moment, when- 

so eminently dlstinguishe<i liis commanders it is declared, " that this country is at the: 

iir other quarters of the ^orld. the result very crisis qf its fate,” and the people are. 

of the campaign would have proved equally called upon for such unexampled sacrifices 

glorious to themselves and bencficiai to and exertions. They beg further to sug-' 

their country. By command of his Royal gest to yodV hon. hous'e the serious come* 

Highness the comman der in chief.—H abby qiiences likely to result, should a disposition 

and AdJ. Gen. of be evinced by either branch of the l.egisla- 

theforces. ' tore at a period so awful and momentous, 

CtiY OF Londok,- Petition to the House not to participate w.lh the people in theii' 

Commons^ March 25lh 1803. dangers, sacrifices, and privations. They 

Shewetht 'yeuf petitioners have, dur* | therefore pray your hon. housci. not 
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to relax ?ti year endeavours in carrying so 
necessary and beneficial a measure into effect, 
and causing inquiries to be made into the 
receipt, management and expenditure of the 
public money, adopting measures which 
may efFectually guard agvsinst such abuses 
in futute, and for abolishing all unnecessary 
places and pensions, as well in reversion 
as otherwise, as the best means of consoli¬ 
dating the strength of the empire, itnd calling 
forth the uni'ed energies and exertions of the 
people, at a time so necessary for the safety 
and security of his Majesty's dominions. 

City of London.- -Petilion to the House 
oj Lords, March 25lh ISOS, 

Sheweth (ajtcr a repetition of the first 
fiveparagiapha in Ike Commons' petition ),— 
That it was with grief and disappointment 
that they observed the views and intentions 
of their Representative in parliament unhap¬ 
pily frustrated by your lordships’ iejection 
of this necessary and salnury measure, de¬ 
priving the people, while labouring under 
such accumnhated difficulties, of all bofje of 
teeing any progress made in such great and 
acknowledged evils,--That they bt^ most 
seriously to impress upon your right hon. 
house, at a time when it is declared, “ that 
this country is at the crisis of its fate," 
and (he united exertions of all ranks are ne- 
cessaryto rcsistthe dangers w'ilh wliicli they 
arc assailed, a di.sposition in eitlier branch 
of the legislature to withhold from the yen- 
pie a redress of public greviiinces must be | 
productive tti* most serious consequences, j 
necessarily damp their ardour, and impede 
their exertions in the important struggle in 
which they are engaged,—They tiicrofore 
pray your right hon. house to take these 
matters into consideration, and that your 
lordships will be pleased to adopt the speediest 
ajid most eftectoal 'measures for reforming ail 
abuses in the receipt, management, and ex¬ 
penditure of the pubiic money, and prevtmt- 
ing such abases in future, and fipr abolishing 
all unnecessary places and pensions as well 
in reversion as otherwise, as the best means 
of consolidating the strength of the Empire, 
and ^ling forth*the united energies and 
exertidhs of the people, at a time so neces.sa- 
ry for the safety and security of his Majesty’s 
domioioDS. 

City or Londoh.—A ddress to^the King, 
March 25th, 1808. 

' We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 


Subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, .and 
Commons of the City of,Loi;id^ in Com¬ 
mon'Council assembied, hhtnhly approach' 
the throne witli renewed assurances of our 
unsbaken|^ attachment to your Majesty’s sa- 

ty’s faithful Citizens of London arfe .truly 
sensiblenif the blessings which the people of 
this country enjoy in a peculiar manner, 
for whilst it has plea-sed the Almighty te 
permit the overthrow of many nations of 
Europe, we have the Whppiness yet to .possess 
unimpaired our glorious constitution, to bo 
governed by the inildeflland mest benevolent 
of sovereign-s, and to be protected by good 
and wholesome, laws wisely administered. 
To obtain these blessings our forefathers 
freely shed their blood ; they are placed in 
our hand as a precious pledge, and we fond¬ 
ly hope that our children’s ciiUdren will en¬ 
joy the same to the latest posterity.—W* 
are not unmindful. Sire, that by the pre¬ 
ponderating itilluencc of the government of 
France, almost every state upon the Conti¬ 
nent ha.s been compelled to unite in forming 
one vasiaitJ gigantic confederacy, whose ef¬ 
forts are solely directed to bring destruction 
upon your Majesty's dominions. We view 
tliiscombination'Vtrithoat dread, firmly rely¬ 
ing upon a continuance of the divine protec¬ 
tion, upon union amongst all ranks of your 
people, the extinction of party spirit (most 
^•sseutially neccss.iryat this very important cri¬ 
sis), uponthegoodnessof ourcau-e, the valour 
and .skill of yenr Majesty’s fleets and armies, 
and on the vigour, firmness, and wisdom of 
your Majesty's comcils.—Wttli these aids, 
we doubt not your Alajesty will confound 
and defeat the design.? of our inveterate 
enemy, and in due lime be enabled to in¬ 
clude a peace, at once honourable, secure, 
and lasting. ^ 

The .Kino's Answer. 

I thank you for your very lojal and dutiful 
address.—I’he assurances 1 receive from you, 
of your unshaken attachment to my person 
and governmcHl, afford me the greatest'sa- 
tisfiiction.—The example you have given'to 
all ranks 'and descriptions of my people of 
union and public spirit, at this important 
crisis, cannot butprodnee the most beneficial 
(Consequences, in enabling me to resist effec¬ 
tually the powerful and extensive confede- 
Mcy, which the enem^ has directed against 
my dominions, and ultimkteljt to accomplish ' 
the great object of all'my efforts—a sfeedre 
and lasting peaedf 

•te 
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* Nothing can be more mltcMevoiu w the community, ipmerally speaking, than the turning of corp mto 

* Spirituous Iiquois; and this ceil would, at any rate, be lessened by the Use of sugar instead of com in the 
‘‘ making of those liquors, 'thus would our colonies be made to add to the, quantity of fsod in tha 

' * iftqther eountiy f and to see soldi a memure opposed upon the ground of its iiyuring the groweif of corn 
‘ would be scandalous indeed; would be a shocking disgrace to die heads as well as to the hearts of tha 
l‘‘ country gentlemen."Su.Pot,iTiCAL Reoister, Vol.Xl p. 35. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Corn against Sugar.— —In the month 
'of December 1806 (see the Parliamentary 
Debates, Vol. VIII. page 337), a committee 
» was appointed to consider of the possibility 
of introducing sugar and molasses into use, 
in the distilleries and breweries. 1 never 
heard of any report, that was made by that 
committee; but, as will appear from the 
report of the debate, upon that occas'ion, 
some persons expressed their apprehension, 
that the measure, if adopted, wpuld prove 
greatly injurious to the growers of corn. I 
was of A different opinioo, and the reasons, 
upon which that difference was founded, 
Were, at the time, stated in the Register of 
the lOth of January, 1807, Volume XI. p. 
S3, to which, as the means of sparing me 
some repetition, 1 beg leave to refer the 
reader.-The same committee, or a re¬ 

newed one, have nnw made their report. It 
was laid before the House of Commons, on 
the I3lh of this month; and, as appears, 
from the statements in the newspapers (for 
I have not yet seen the authentic papeil of 
the House, whence every thing of this sort U 
taken for insertion in my Parliamentary De¬ 
bates), they re^nmend the passing of an 
act to suspend, M one year, by way of ex¬ 
periment, the use of corn in the distilleries, 
takiqg care, however, to authorixe the Privy 
Council to take off the suspension, in case it 
should, upon trial, be found, that the mea¬ 
sure produces a serious depression in the 
price of corn.-1 do not recollect any mea¬ 

sure to baye been met by so apparently de¬ 
termined an opposition as this; and, though 
1 am not on the side of the opposers, it does., 
I most confess, give me some little relief 
from that disgust, which I have, ofiate.^ex- 
*perieoced, to perceive tint this opposition 
baa nothing to do with mrty.——Great 
andjast afdugu/^j^oppows say, has been 
curated thrbum fEheonntry by tbeproposi- 
tloD to introduce sugar instead of corn into 
thus diadliecies; beoausra.'.. beraiuse what ? 
B^ose saeb a meaaare, will, produce a 
fAif' in the com nuirlEff.’' TRaiti tb«Br^ e«fr 


ft 
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alarm has, all of a sudden, changed its na¬ 
ture ; from an alarm at approi^ii^g scarfing 
of corn, it is become an alarm atappn>ach- 
ing superabundance of corn !-i—>$tK mNtY 
Micdmay said, " be though it right 
to apprize the House, that the part of the 
” report which went to prohibit the use of 
" grain in distillation, though sanction^ by 
" the opinions of a majority of the commit^ 
tee, had, by no means, its unanimous ap¬ 
probation. If any kgisiative measure 
y should be proposed on the leport, tending 
''«to carry that principle into effect, he gavn 
notice that he should feel it his duty to 
" oppose it. There was no Efficient public 
ground for such a measure, and it would 
" be extremely injurious to the barley ceua- 
" ties, one of which he had the honour to 
icpresent. He was confident that his 
•• constituents would give him instructions 
•' to oppose the preposition, and that they 
" would petition a^inst the-measure.”— 
Ma. Chuts, whom 1 have not hear4 be¬ 
fore, since his election, aneed with 
*' the hon. baronet. The iand^ Interest 
*• was sufficiently depressed, and the in- 
•• duence of members whose consequence 
" arose from trade was already sufficiently 
" great, without striking a general blow at 
" an extensive branch of the ^icultqra of 
•• Slie country. He sbouldjglve bis deter- 
•• mined opposition to the measure.*'—• 
Now, I should, if things were as they ought 
to be, call myself one of the constituents of 
Sir Henry Mildmay and Mr, Chute. 1 am,, 
in fret, one of the mrsons. whoip they are 
said more immediately to represent; and^aa 
little things are great to little men, T d^re 
say, that 1 feel as much anxiety for the pros¬ 
perity of Haffipsbirq as either of them; butt 
I can assure them, that they will receive RA 
instruction's from me to oppose the suggested 
measure, and will find me opposed to any pe¬ 
tition, which the county may be stirred up 
to prefer againtt it.——It is agreed, on w 
hands, that the measure would be f rhati^ 
hemi^l to ffioWest Indies, which are, at 
prasiHii;, in a state of distress hardly to W 
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de8cri6«<3. So ‘if we ihink it 

Tvise to ioaiDtaSn {iphs^iion of thobe co^ 
lonies, the ftieasure is a good one. Bxit, it ii 
contended, that the me.tsurc « ould be inju> 
riau>i,to the bat ley growers at home. Siip- 
(utFihg that to be tun;, it wotiid then, with 
roe, be a question of degif e iijereiy. I should 
tht|U?io, whefJier the injury to the bariej' 
^uKvers would bo more oi less than the re- 
Hof to tho sugar gvowi'i s; the latter being, 
ji;|l jmy opinion, full us inuLh cntnled jto the 
woteplion of thi'gov'ernn\inl as the fosmer. 
¥«, sav the opp(»sers of the measure, but 
is thi* consideration ; that the measure 
will not be injurious to the barley groweis 
on^, it will be injurious to the whole nation 
by discouraging the growthtof corn. Make 
this.out, geivtleroen, and i ahi with yon ; 
bttt, at present, I am, for the reasons which I 
tyill now endeavour to submit to the reader, 
vtWi brevity and clearness, of a different opi¬ 
nion.———After having heard, from all quar¬ 
ters, so much anxiety expressed, lest, from 
the shutting of the poi t» of the continent anc^ 
at America against ns, we should experience 
the horrors to be expected from a scarcity of 
cornafter having seen the pains taken by 
Mr. Young and Mr, Wakefield to impress 
ns with a just idea of the magnitude of wuf 
annual importation of corn; it must, I think, 
appear to the reader to be a strange proposi- 
^on, that danger of scarcity will arise from 
a want of a market fpr what we ourselves 
grow in this cc^ntry. Biit, let us hear the 
asgoments of Mr. Wakefield. He disap¬ 
proves (see last Number, pages 6Ud to 60t)), 
of any legislative measure that would de¬ 
prive the tanner of such mat kets as (lie dis¬ 
tilleries ; be says, that this discouragement 
will produce a fear of bad prices, and inade¬ 
quate returns for liitwur and capital.} that 
tnis'f^r once excited in the mind of the far¬ 
mer, ha w'ill relax in his exertions to raise 
earn. He further .says, that the distilleries, 
by causing more corn to be raised than is ne¬ 
cessary tor feeding the nation, enable us, in a 
season of scarcity, to take this superabun¬ 
dance and apply it to feeciing pirrposes, and 
riait, fhe>eiore, the distilleries operate as a 
national .graiiiery.—li'bere is something 
v^y plausible in ibis argntnent; but, 1 
think, that, upon examuiatiun, it wilt appear 
td be more specious than solid for, what 
(k)es if mean but simply Ihiat (bat, in order 
to induce the tarmers of a jiatititi, to grow 
more corn than it, 't>pon an average, nect^- 
liry tor the consumpit>)n ul tlie naiioa. a part 
ill adiat they grow tuu»t be 'Minnally bougbv 
t/f them tor the purpose being tkfMten 
a«’4</ ;*for the pur(iBus»'of being, jpiit ten rill of 
.,yii.hout iKicomiug human touU, or suste¬ 


nance? 1 shall be toldi piprbajH, that, used in 
thi distilleries, com dues become human .sus¬ 
tenance} for that, though it comesjout in 
the shaiie of spirituous liquc/fs, and) there- 
ftre, cannot very well he c,illed food, ypt 
tbit ir rausfs less beer to be drunk and less 
food to be e.iion, than would be drunk "aud 
eaten, if there xvci^e no sptriiuou* licjttors. t 
do not know, ib'at my opponents U'i// make 
u'>e of this argument; biil^, if thdy shoulcj, it 
will he a very good .answer to themselves) 
for, if tlie'uve of spiiiluoui liquors produce a 
•-{ning of beer and fond, then the di',te>e ot 
those liquors will pioduce an additional de¬ 
mand for corn, in the sh.ijK* of beer and 
bie.td; and, if the *isc ot spniliious liquors 
produce no such saving, we come back to 
niy prcqwsition, namely, llict the corn ussd 
in the distilleries is, considered as human 
sustenance, tktown nmiy; and, accoidiug to 
the idea of Mr Wakefield, it is necessary for 
a nation to raise a certain proportion of corn 
annually to be tiirown away, in order to se- - 
cure the salination from the horrid effects 
of casual scarcity. Used in the distilleries 
does corn become hinnan sustenance? YES. 
Well then, the distilleries are no graiiiery, 
fui, if you suspend them in a time ot sent city, 
the mouths that fed upon them must neces¬ 
sarily fall upon sustenance in some other 
■■hape. If the answer be NO) then is the 
corn used in distillciics thrown away, for, if 
you talk to me of the value which the farmer 
gets tor it, I remind you, that that vafue 
anust come out of the labour of those who 
cqpsuffic the spirituous liquors. If the corn 
be tBrown away,'it is full as wellthrow 
away sugar a» corn; it spirituous liquors 
be human sustenance, then we draw it from 
our colonies in sugar: what is more, we ant 
have it in times oficarcity as well as in times 
nf plenty { and the We‘t Indies become an 
inexhaustible grainery. It appears to me to 
Ire ‘nxipussihle for tlte most ingenious reason- 
cr to get clear of thh dilemma.——Before f 
proceed any fUititer, 1 w'iti insert an article 
from the^oruing Chronicle upon this sub* 
je6t. .** I.ast night the Report was made 
, “ from the Crmmittee to whom it was re-' 
fericd to consider whether the distiikxy 
“ should be pievented from using grainy 
" aqd, as wc anticipated, they have giverv it 
as their opiniotis, that it would jre advssa- 
" b!« to make experiment of probibittug! 
thd distUlaiunVof apirj^fro^n grain i^. 
one year. ''Ji'liere wa< amwhv^, it leema,. 
a t^vikioii in tlieCominiiteeon (.bis point, 
ilic Re]iprt itself tnadea renvtble 
pressitM) oir ihe LIoose} to (luit no * 
eidwr tor oxagaintf the adopiioa of ibtf, 
meatbre, can be torraed.—We IwMfe 



{)iEjf>te3^) meMt most ^otigerptls^^^; 

ff'-cfcaiife^eats on the, agrifettJtijre of tJfe 
'/. jcoontiy,. which, rs sorely of inore tafhe 
towards its independence tbats all its cold^ 
nles hotl^ in the ■ Enstero and W^ero 
*' world. ‘ An' expertmeiit to sleriltze the 
*' oogntry fof^oDe. year—to interropt the 
" rputkie of cfo{»e-to create a famiife, per- 
** haps,'in the kingdom. Wa trtist in the 
“ good sense of p.irliaraBnt, that we shall 
*■' .have jfo such experiment.—*—lt'i8 to the 
If/’ Distillery in particular that the northern 
part of the kingdom looks in Its culture of 
** barley fora market". Rob Scbtlaud of this 
resource,, and four^flftbs of • its htriners 
wHl be bankrupts: -they oatmOt substitute 
wheat for barley***-their cHmflte.will not 
.ripen it'j and the same argnnjent mayap- 
ply to, A greats proportion of the iKtrley 
“ lands in E^Iand.—-r^Tbis is a very dil- 
Y '' forent measure for stopping the distilling 
**'ofgriiii/dra 8e.i8onof seavwty. In that j 
*' case, having a crop of barley in hand i 
“ when wheat is deficient, an act passes to 
stop the distillery. So as to bnn^ the whole 
“ stock intrf! USB as a substitute, for bread 
“ corn—but here.is a project to prevent the- 
" growing of barley.—It migbt be entitled, 
"-a Bill to create a scarcity of Com by 
“ discouraging the growth, tbereof." Stirely 
- ** there is no evil that can befall the country 
equal to that which would flow from a- 
“ measure of this kind—and when it is re^ 

'*■ fleeted that we piay be thrown entirely on' 

“ our own produce for subsistence, we siudi 
'• not be condemned to the trial of chinaeri*^ 
“ cal experiments, by which the cburseiM# 
our husbandry is to Hb disturbed—and 0® 
farmers are to be warned against sowing 
“ the land {’’■r—This article does little 
more, than dilute the argument of Mr. , 
Wakefield, namely, that the distilleries "is 
one great: market for corn, take away this 
market and yw take away one of the most 
poiverfui aiotive.s to the ra'ising of corn, 
whence will arise a diminished produce and 
all. the consequences of sach/t.idknt*MiitiDn, 
amongst which is particularly tsAenffohed' the, 
rutnef tlje barley farmers.*—r—Now/ fo ,th^ ' 
firstplace, the quantify ofbarky ufo^ in.tfefe 
SlistUlems of England and Scoifcmd-fioe® hht 
ek^eed 300,000 quarters anousilfy; thfcave* : 


provisteas into the cotfofff,. or, at lea^. 


!fo supply thus 0atio of pri 
. now thrown oway sec, h 

'whatheiiitbepfotablei that Ism, mrh 
be raised on aoeounin&jthiefoeawiro.^ 

We ure told, eofild not fid raised upon co 
ef the lands, which how beat cfopsof birl^’ 

' might, and grass wonW folh)% <^ 

as well ‘ as barley. .mit> upon the suppe^ 
tion, that the particular, lands allud^ ha 
wpuld bear notiiing bnt barley, there at^ 
other lands, which now bear barley/and( 
which would hear, something else, Ht' 

muft be confessed, that there would bo itmd, 
market lost J but, wOnld »0 othw m»rfcs| 
open? Xf you st<q) the distilleries will pot fhi 
barley that they now consume gh,ki the 
ting of hogs'and to various other p.utpbsesf 
The moilnejnt batley begins to be cheap, tbdfc 
moment it is given to hogs j and, if yoti adi 
me hoW tbehog’s flesh is to be disposed 
if you are still afraid, that the qtiantity of bi»^ 
man sustenance, ift England and SCTfiai}d|» 
will be too gre,stj 'if ,^a still dread 
glutted market of provisions, there 
f^est those very colonies, wheqo^' 

you are afraid^ the Ameriesans Will stanrep 
who will give yon, in times ^ 6)' p)eia^,;% 
sugar in exchange foryouf barley, made ta^A 
pork, and from whom, in times of scUrc^ 
ty, you can/ at any moment, withhold:thalii 
pork. In calling this a granary, Xndeeski 
there would be somediit^ like reason'' 
conristency.—the.tmfft i», X btdiueetkSt 
that no such exchan^ wohld be pecfswu^fisr/ 
keep alive the motive for growit^.ba«^«|- 
It is, in a national point ofvietlr, 
irrational to speak of barley but a« peti^jj 
an article of human Sustenance i. 
means of Supporting boiflan Ufe f aw '^i* 
use the common word, V«j{"^k«Cp. r 
1 think, it is ft priacipte apknofkdidcl > 
upon nil sides, that whoever 
subsistence tliero will bww 
popnUtidfi, or, to use tbei'yrfopi 
M.4iiTHus (with whom I diat^foi. SIS to 
of population), <• pjt>puls|tioa^4r 
** ways treads close upon* die yoh<*~> 

sistence." • If this be the case, .then, WIm^> . 
is the gr^qd of alarm at throwing .an add!- ’ 
lional quantity of subsistence,in upon tBo;i 
commetilty ? -This doctrine - qf Mri.^leW'^; 
thurbeingiouiid (and common sense' sayjsjf ' 
that it must be so), therqcMrterqaujbe k waweK 
of a market for any quantity of barley 
weean gyow, - There laSy .be at 
fall of price j but the pennajieirt 
withholdifig corn ifbfo tbo 
BUpplyifig tWy^Saoe it by-thwprodiljll'^jjl^* 
colonies befoti^ipg u» oarselyms/ imt^ ‘beiiy 
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botb dnwts bd[o| t^ctaDjr efl^ca 
doiM ill prevedtiilg dbe diKcoaragement and 
, 't|M deer^asM ptodactinn and gains of the 
|fintBeft.i*» "» »8qppoge the West Indies could 
aobpfy tta wfth Mrl*^ enough for our distil- 
Jw&i Mr. Wakefield would, if be were 
bpaikitent, object to it, because, as he would 
•afi the terley growers of England.would 
he thereby discouraged. He would be of 
the same opinion with regard to Guernsey or 
Jersey ; for the measure would still havepre* 
dsely the same effect; and, upon the auppo> 
ittbn that new enclosures tend to make an 
iticrease (which I think they do not) in the 
t^ntity of subsistence produced, he would, of 
t()6arse. also object to new enclosures, and, 
then, 1 should leave him to settle the point 
wiU) Sir John Sindair, and ** the friends of 
** Of^riculturj," who cry aloud and cease not 
' fbr a General Enclosure Bill. This lastaipi- 
'meot was made use of by Mr. Perceval, to 
whom Mr. Windham replied, that in the 
case of new enclosures,' the supply was, 
doubtless, increased, and the competition 
•ngmented; but, in the case contemplated, 
tl^e would be an exclusion of one set of 
fetowen to the sole advantage of the other. 

7egree, tliat the immediate advantage will 
hh solely upon the side of the colonies j but, 
(his is no objection to a measure, provided 

be sustained on the other side in 
Cpnwequence of.that measure. Augment- 
** edenn^ithn'* is only another phrase for 
intense ^ prices for, whether the market 
be wfhoXiy cut of^ or only narrowed in its 
4d|Mnd, though thm'emay be a difference 
M to the degree, the principle continues the 
aame) and, therefore, the seller has as 
good a right to complain of augmented 
competition as he has to complain of a total 
lost of the market.* Punotng this to an 
flhuiration: it is said, that the Scotch 
harfey*groBier will be injured, in conle- 
IpidtiSb <i catting off of a market for 
iOO,Q(X> quarters of barley, annnally con- 
aunied in the distilleries; and that, as this 
Measure is tobe adopted after he has tidMtsa 
kmg lease of bts farm, he will not be able 
to pay his mat, and will become a banknipt. 
This is to be the effect, we are tdd, of a 
loss of market. Bnt, suppose, that the 
pnqMsHtoD of the friendiof agricoltute" 
were adopted I soppose a General ^ndomre 
BUI ware pei^, and suppose it were to 
answer the exuected purp^, namely, that 
of cauiiog oa htei^Wtf prodsue^ It would 
heapttifolHicteaseind^, unfessiteioxed* 
qd qoartaii of terley in a year} 

and, flliin, {kay teQ ow, geattemen. friends 
altiMlmre/' yoa, who, wifo Mr. 
are malfad to' dppnile thii maa- 


.^mndftph and Snipes, m 

** sure in aveiy stage,” iffcatjir (In $aot<^ 
or the English barlef-gro^.wohid 
snffer as from this increase of pfodnca 
as from that loss of market, whieh, it ii 
alledged, will be the effect of the measnra 
now proposed!-——As connected with a 
question like 'this, which embracM tha 
^neral produce of the soil and the general 
interests of the natimi, all the distindtfona 
betweeh imley-growers Wnd wheat^growera 
are too triiliog to be attended to. kind 

as well as the amount of the produce will 
be regulat^ by the demand. The geMral 
market will tell the farmer what he is \a 
Sow, and the same infallible guide will teH , 
the corn*dealer whither he is to send the 
fruit of the harvest —— Every argument 
made use of, with respect to the iutetests of 
the^ culiivatetf applies, of course, to those 
of the owner of the soil; and, onksss my 
reasoning be erroneous, neither can experi* 
ence any permanent injury from the measure 
now in contemplation, while it is, uprni all 
sides agreed,* tW the West India {inters, 
so long and so severely oppressed by.an seen* 
mulation of bardshipb, will therefrom derive 
connderable relief. Were there, indeed, 
any ground to apprehend, thit the nation 
would experience an injury from this mea¬ 
sure } were if a question between the West 
India planters and the people of England; I 
sboula say (tbmigh it would grieve me to be 
put to the necessity) let the West India 
planters perish, rather than England be en¬ 
dangered by scarcity j but, as I am convinced, 
that the measure now proposed will bn 
greatly beneficial to the former, without 
producing any, even the slightest, danger or 
ulfey to the latter, either tnmporary or 
permanent, 1 hope, Hfet, in the approaching 
discussion and decision, enlaiged views and 
public spirit will prevail ovtnr local and inter¬ 
ested motives. 

Woodcocks AND Snipbs.— —It is whim¬ 
sical enoHgb, that these pom Httle birds 
should become a subject of ' discussion 
amongst ^ve politicians; yet, as a law is 
about to m passed relative to these birds, 
and as two naatiemen (whose letters I insert) 
liavn fbOufbt'U worth their while to makn 
(hn propowd regulation a matter of such* 
seHiMi notice, I think it right to submit an 
obsurmticAi or two tberCon.-—To the Mur- ' 
re^amdent, who ridieoles the idefi of deba¬ 
ting about little binto, wj ^ ytyge tlneat* 
ened with invMit^ enr^y answer by 
Soklng hiM bow niid|^e«s, that hi who 
UfMr wrote to mo toteo to wrifo'to 
now> If ho m iufcjeat so vdry 

unitopMtiMiv--w^1i!^ 4|itt^ ssUrreMbndent 
seeoM to Hiw An aiiihK ta'foito a 



m9^ '' 

*' p^«f 

" to ** h ^ F*’ 

** serve, for tbe middk,.ftiMlo^ orem, 
* i* who ore to fight our totflet, tbe Kb^rty 
** tbejr havehitberto'et^c^ed/ to follow the 
iniK)ceDtamiuementofkilUtigWoQidi({ocks 
•* and Snipes,” ^Appealed to with ao ntuch 
■olemnity, and anxious to preserve tbe good 
opinion of my correspondept, I shall give 
hiGO my sentimeots in tbe olpateshmanner 
that I am able.<-^In the first place, I must 
observe, that I am unacquainted with any 
right, which tbe making of Woodcocks and 
I Snipes gaipe is at all likely to abridge, as 
far, at least, as lela^ to any amusmeatt of 
the people, l^b law, as it now stands, 
d^, indeed, attadi no penalty to the mere 
act of killing these birds, nor to the mere 
possenion of them; but, 1 would ask this 
eoipplainant, where the shooter is lo find 
tbeWrds } And, let the answer be what it 
may, unless the birds be found upon the 
shooter’s awn land, or land rejttei ty him, 
he is liable to an action of tie|pass for even 
locating after tbe birds; and this liability 
arises, not from the statute, but from the 
common law. And, very wise and just is 
tbe law in this lebpeet; for, is it not clear, 
that it would be impossible to have any 
thing worthy of the name of private pro¬ 
perty, if every man were at liberty to invade 
It, under the pretext of seeking after wood¬ 
cocks and sni^s or wild animats of any sort? 
•*—'But, 1 shall be told, perhaps, that the 
contemplated law, will prevent unqualified 
persons from shooting woodcocks and snipes 
'even by pel mission of tbeewam or renters 
of the land. To which J answir, that tbe 
prevention is already as complew as this 
dreade^l law can possibly make it; for, to 
go a shooting woodcocks and snipes without 
apaniel, or game dog of some sort, is what 
nq naan thinks of; to be seen out withdc^ 
and gun tbe law tskes as proof of being 
** in pursuit of game being in pursuit of 
game subjects the unqualified pursuer to the 
penalty of five pounds; and, as the same 
evidence is admitted with respect to tbe pe¬ 
nalty in defouit of having taken out a game 
license, the unqualified person, who is foimd 
Inpnrftoit of a anipe is a^eatj^ liable to all 
the law levelled against him, who if found 
in pursnit of a plmsant. Hote, then, can 
the ooqualtfied part of the people tu^any 
abndgmegt jjf their osnvtemefiU deem foe 
act nowTHora ^rliatjdipt ? lAt ns taka-an 
loHatioa; yhiaraee$amad wi^dqgandjpio, 
haafing «Mfog meodoi^ <», for^h 
Mitcoopnicg. Yonask for 


^ ir of >foes, or of, wltodco^l.*' 

^ out with Hog Wgifo* ha 
foe Fsnalty of shooting without a liepoosg 
8i»d, it is exactly the same wtfoi^dj 

quatincetion,-^The ut, therefore,/ 

;a about (o'pass, will have qo effect . 
evet in lesaening tbe hbm^ to sboOr pr j 
hont. Ita effect Will be to prevent fop p 
lie ells woodcocks and soipest Jf 
law pmp, it will be a crime to sett these bird 
at all; and that win cwtainly be a ebt^ to 
tbe pursuing and foe kmio^g of foem $ but, 
then, observe, that those who kill theft 
birds for so/e, cannot besaid to,porsoe them 
fpr “ a»wsem«8f.” Tlie fiict la, that almtut 
foe whole of tbe wocflcocg and safo^ mafk^ 
U snp^ied by gentlemen'a game-keapem: ,a 
in^lfoarem tbe sulmly comes, from tlm 
bands of mere ^ehers; and, in ebeefcit^ 
of tbe traffic of these descriptlafiA IM- 
sons, it is not very easy to edn^ye hnw me 
liberties or foe comforts of foe ^ mid^e aw 
" lower orders of the people are to 
“ be abridged.*'——As to the game-lswf, 
generally speaking, such a qwk of a 
suiely never before existed in the world { ’A 
code, which gives to foe son a privih^^ 
'founded upon foe rank of bis fothmu 
which, at foe same time, denies that priid4 
lege to tbe fiitber himself. It is, in 
One mass of inconsistency and conftM^ ; 
a ridiculous medley of foudal pnvi%es and 
p^niniary preforeiyses. Gan>e, like other 
things, should be jpVfoaA property, fod 
proof of proprietorship being that foef^- 
mai was upon the land Of tMi daimam at 
tbe time of its being taken, killed, or fo^d 
for pursuit. This, toi^ther with the IqKm 
trespass, as it already exists, would he>Ww 
efiTectual in the preserving of g$mq or ill 
sorts; but, until this be tbe law, quafhWfqg, 
heartburnings, and acts qf oppressi^i.^it 
and must be tbe consequence of (1)# 
tenceof those animals, which, asfii^arp^ 
can judge upon such a matter^ were crdfoid 
for toe recreation qpd pledsutw^cf , 

OvsATaa* Svivmo But..—do i>Pt 
ahsoUitel^ retract what J( said,^t Week, ,«i 
favour of fob hill; but, upon reading oykr 
its clauses (having before merely seen a ge¬ 
neral description of it), I feel much lesfln^** 
terest as to its success, than 1 before 
——.Ybe aUowaoce fix^ on for foe pm 
is osuit/ffih of the annual produce of tho] 
tag, tiggefoar with foe use, opqn .ce|^ 
CQoriderafoms, of the parsonage h 
ifofoa, iW part of the Irtter. Ihe , 
bff oeo this fow eOforceifbiff, thom 
foing to «)|iiiforf him tommsa U to,h| 
nd; for, w to ffw hpfm^ jWhich*fo«' poor 
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is allowed to m^ke tib'e 
^ tto‘Archbtt^^,it 'n[ot a mockcrj W 
tiik-serious)provision,' espedaliy 
when he U cos/s.’-if he faiUn 

his appeal } - In the' BiJl will place 
^t vthe 'merh 'hiercy of the Bishops, not 
peopertjr ©f the incumbent'; but 
fllse'.thfl^t of the patron: In Ihis shape 
must be an evil in place of h 
hot, if the tew were imperhtiv^upon 
ti^.^thops, if appears to me, that'it would 
de^thuded with exceeding good elFects. ' - 
AiiBaiCAN Mosies.r*——The reader will 
' ftemember, that I predicted, that (he monies 
fsf'the holders of American funds would 
. (bdroe to England in p'rotnted lills of ex- 
t^e^ge} or, rather, in bills that would meet 
#tfh a protest instead of payment. • 1 have 
ijo’Sr before-tne a letter fiom a merchant, 
pObsprihed with his name and place of abode, 
inforpaing'tne, that a bill, being, perhaps, 
remittance of the monies of a great. 
ahd Wiioriou^ fund-holder, the sum upwaVds 
' 6 f thousand pounds, has come to hand, 
and has actnalii'been pro/e.(ted. I shall not 
publish nam^, and I need not} but, 1 will 
express my heaity wish, that every succeed¬ 
ing-bill may ineet with the same fatej and, 
that, of all the vast sum of monies, not as 
much' as would purchase the insertion of a 
sij^lp |Hifl' paragraph in the Morning Chro- 
bieSM^ay ever reach the hands of the greedy 
otpep, who, were he begging his brrad, , 
Wopld not merit a crust tiom an English 
^iaiiB<l'.--'**AThe excuse, hhear, is, in these 
.c»es, that the tfnbargo prevents ships frt nr 
cbming to bring the worth of the bills drav n 
' bpon England. But; sxho made the embar¬ 
go ? Who but the'Americans themselves ? 
What an impudent excuse! I, however, have 
no ground of complaint against the Ameri. 
Catis,;i]^bu this scope j, for, if, from aiiy..su- 
pernatural cause, tbey'should prove to be ho- 
iiest men, my readers may be ]ed>to doubt of 
ri!y'’feraci(y.-——"What an impudent excusi?! 
*‘.:1 barred up my shop-door, and, 
Wi.efefore, cannot send you any goods in 
'' retOrn for your monies.’*' What an im¬ 
pudent'thing! But, it is good; veiygopd, 
thus tp ««e thpir fiaitdrers and defenders pu- 
thVra.’’' • ^ 

' ’Mb. Bcptt’s LsttEK.-r—This letted,; 
which, in answer to A, B. C- (page a78 of 
the present volume) was to have been ^b- 
ViSbW last week, was, at the joint r^uest 6f 
'Lofd Oxford and b common frientl of Bie 
parses, withheld from publication. ^ Mtf, 
Bcjlt has, as wbl be seen below/wonsenti^ 
tb yvlthdpjiw the le|ter altogether; ‘ b#; 'I 
think it I owe tp him to say, iliSt the 
' ji^ipr cpptaiiM, as for 03. f ooit pirn to 


. tspt^pn of all lhe.^«^ftiions ^ 
—,-Afrdh:o,'-'; 'coriraiti^'’''i4“';^t5:jetter 
A. B. Cj pt^t^'bfhpamecl 
r4beloh'j3^b jBny persoh wbatfevec. ' . . 

PiMi tin ^mre, Jprtl 1808. 

- r - ^ ^ ■ ■ • . - r ^ 

. ■ ■ MB. SCOTfS CETTEB,' 

Sth'i;*——As I understand my letter, an- 
ndunce'd for publication in your last paper, 
in auKwerlo the anonymous letter of A. B. 
C., was'suspended at the particular request 
of the E.Vrl of Oxford, il is but justice to 
myself to observe, that the public being 
made any party to this business was not be¬ 
gun by me, and th.it, if] abstain from urging 
any further pulilicatioii upon the subject, af¬ 
ter all the me.-ms of injuring me have been 
exhausted, it must ilejtend Upon the conduct 
of <«her persons; and, if in,vindicating my¬ 
self, 1 may wound the feelings of those per¬ 
sons, which it is not in my nature wan^lonly 
to do-, end which I can never do witbout 
wounding my own, they ought to consider, a 
little the precept we'have been all taught*. 

Do unto others, as you would have thenti 

“ do untoywv*?'’.,-1' am, 8fc.~—J ame| 

Scott.- Nmfolk St.eet, April 20, 180B. 

M». WAKKVIF.Ln’s 3b. I.ETTRR'. 

, Silt,——-Havitig in nly last endeavoured 
to point out the only available re.sot:rce left 
to the country, at the iiomcdiafe moment of 
a scarcity, 1 am anxious to now call your at- 
tcriticn to the causes which have made Great 
Britain an importing corn miiitrv. That 
we are so, I coivsider as an indisputable fact; 

11 c(/rrespoiident of yours jiowever, quarrels 
with this assertion, because I have not 
brought my account of import and e.xport 
down tortile close of last year. After the 
holidays 1 W'iH furnish you with the accounta 
of import and export for )80{) and J 61 ) 7 , as 
I am desirous to remove every doubt, wliichi 
can be raised of rtie existence*of thes'e faewij 
upon which he justly says “ my arguments 
depend.” But, whatever may be the a'c- . 
eountsior the two last years, J wish it to be 
dist'inOtly mlikrstood, that my feBrs, nsf 
anxieties^ w not pr!|e from ai review of what 
has occurjrM tin )iiiiy one or two years, the^ 
ari0 from obseH^lhg tlitit for Seventy years 
atonb period,'tre were an exporting cohi 
ebuhby, that we have not only ceased to ex- ^ 
port, bajj. that we now actually import, 
bave ifriponed for nricU'e tbBn the fast 
j-dars j. pot poly 80 , but thft the propdrUbH 
of int^iott bus InctesTi^ lO a^wst^jlb^sii^lng 

l“HU4tteratlbtls'rhg^t updp 'irib'w 
I reit every 

liwVe tfie subjik!ti?,to^iihelli^ (Ut 
.year__ -sAi) '• 



tlns^^vtp of a single x^i 
ii, <b«s notbiqg I Utit)); 
tp,4a wtg ih« qi^estion. Before ent^ipg 
up^ ibe subject .of mf pre^nt address^ I 
‘‘wiB ansurer tn^other points relied upon in 
the letter which you have bserted in Satuc* 
da}'s Roister, Your correspondent states a 
certain breadth of ulieat grown every year 
in the ktpg^^^ and an average produce up* 
ou*thU quantity of laud, it this data are 
iTue, the wfade preduce is justly stated, aud 
it would most amply feed all those who de¬ 
pend upon wfaeatep bread for subsistence, 
r but it is necessary he should establish bis data 
I with as much precision as the Custom House 
^ books do the entries of corn inwards and 
outwards. It is veiy to suppose “fifty 
rniliioas of acres to be in a state of cultiva¬ 
tion,” and to suppose '* one halt of them, 
areu^er the plough,” but I want raoie than 
vag^pl supposition. Especially as without 
takrog up the pages ot yout Register m re- 
*plying minutely to all* paits ot tins c alt illa¬ 
tion, its fkllary may be hbew n by asking what 
has been done with the roin which has been 
imported in the course of the last thirty-live 
years. It hasnot hccu expoitul. Tins the 
Custom-house books prove. Has it been 
buint? Has it been thrown into the sea' 
Or, has it in some shape or othet been con¬ 
sumed by the people ot England ? If it has 
been consumed by the people, as beyond all 
doubt IS the fact, then it is impossible for us 
to hate been yearly glowing more than we 
cansimie, and of com sc the supposititious ac¬ 
count of land under the plough, and an an¬ 
nual suiplus produce of wheat is erioneous. 
—^The more I consider the piinciples of po¬ 
litical economy, tlie more am I convinced of 
I he truth of the state.ncnt of Sir James 
Stewart, that every man, every body of men, 
every nation is impelled to active exertion 
by the feelings of self interest. Now, has 
or has not, the interest of the British farmer 
been sufticicutly attwided to? Has the mo¬ 
ney price of his produce been allowed to 
keep pace witli that ot hisexpences ? Has be 
been as well paid for investing his property 
in agriculture, as he womd have been by in¬ 
vesting it in any undertaking of roenufac- 
turea or corumerce. 1 have nut myself aqy 
doubt, but jlut he has not been rewarded ; I 
have not any doubt but that price of 
grain does not pajt the farmer, tiie dp ot his 
capital, his labour, and risk. Can any one 
doubt, bu^tlut, j if agriculture would hare 
yielded equal or g1 hater interest to the odruer 
oCacapitm, than West ludiau adventure, or 
/ofqtgu commerce, capUnlitta would Itqvo in¬ 
vested their property in Uto mauofho^a of 
eprq; fpr a fifirmer U u}irutb,^nocfdK%thdD 


andthqf alsoQf/^h«>d|^' 
cofihtmmty of the country. i« tjbj^ 

Do Mffi see lar^ capittdists employing pa f 
mondy, dbvotiog theur time and atteotid^^ . 

^owtb of corn. ' Nol Then VlwkTtf' 

^ the rrpson why they do not > It is b«H»^ 
socit ondertakings do not answer their 
pose/ if they did tlwre are no men whej 
would be more eager to engagi in faimiiig 
^cufaiions. It is however necessary 
fore r proceed fui ther, that 1 ^ou)d establish, 
this inmortant and ruinous fact beypnd all 
kind of dispute, for upon it the whole of my 
suiNequent reasoning wjU be built, add de* 
pend a comparison of the laws of 
}()88, and 1703,and those of lUid 
will be nearly sufficient to con«irie» mu pf 
(bis fact. By those of the hrat U 

bounty was given upon the export of wheat 
till the pricu equalled 48s. per quarter. ’Ey 
those of the last period bounty ceased whe4 
wheat was 44s. the quarter 1 11 The money 
price of every aiticie of manufacture and'' 
commerce has increased in price; in ot^ 
words, the value of money has fallen. Yet, 
in the^ face of this acknowledged fact, it ia 
expected that the money price of corn i« to • 
be stationary! ! worse Uian stationary! 
decreasing!! But this is only a pkrf; 
of the evil, this is only some of these 
facts, which from the evidence 1 have to of¬ 
fer in support of the melancholy propositiort 
which 1 laid down in Uie early part pf my 
letter, for in addition to all the foregoit|g 
facts, It is necessary to take into full and ^ 
nous considetatiun, the augmented andaugv 
menting expences of the farmer, the mol^ 
piiccoi his produce has stood still, 
every machine, every b^rp, every artjit^tt 
his dead stock, has advanced in propot^oa m 
the fall in the valu^of upeney. Rent bus In 
the same pioportion affi'aaced upon him j, so 
liavc (he poor rates, so have taxes. At th« 
SL^gestion of a committee af-tbe House of 
Commons, the Board of Agriculture in the 
year 1804, sent circular lettqn tfaroUghoot 
the kingdom, to ascertain thelbencxpeoces 
of,cultivation, and amount of produce. A 
similar inquiry had beed made fourteen yean 
before, and the result of acompaiison be-^ 
tween ..them is, that w'hile the expcncea of* 
the farmer have augmented in this short pe« 
rtodj in the enormous proportion of thirtyn^e 
per cent, hia produce has ouly increased 
and half per cent. Ihe two last itetntpf ihlf ' 
increased expenditure claim particular 
deration, for as the poor rates now Hiflfd 
they fall almost entirely upon the 
For rents or annual value Vlngahnoitent* 
clusively rated, every other speciei/ofcApitei 
ysCapes from coptfiibulidllS^^ i|li the hHU( 
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ceotuty tluls tmrtbeii ha« More than quiniti- 
ple4^ A«to.taxea, that OD horses employ' 
10 agricatture, is a direct tax upon the fkr* 
nidi', and upon him only; and as the income 
tan is now levied, that also is a dirept tax 
npdiJ^ibLm} for it is not a rate upon hi* in-' 
•onae, hot bears a fixed proportion to his 
renth], whet|)er he gains or loses his 
farfu. 'Yet this is called a tax upon his in* 
coniel The mercantile interest take better 
care of themseUes, they have their averages 
hnd'their allowances for bad debts, not so 
Niiri|h the &rmer, he has no allowances for 
had seasons, no average is allowed him for 
variation of profit, from the fluctuation of 
pt^. Hence it appears to*me, that it is but 
too Ct^tain the employment of capital and 
cnterprijKf in farming, pays an infinitely less 
prhfit than their employment in any other 

S miit or undertakfng whatever. It remains 
m, t6 consider the best means of adding to 
the 'profits of the farmer, and thus by the 
eertain, though gradual operation of the 
principle of self interest, to prompt him to a 
more perfect and extended cultivation.' 
lythes have often been urged as damping 
tlie ardour of fanning enterprise, buf some 
facts are on record, which warrant the con* 
elusion, that at the most tythes have but a 
feeble and partial operation, they have been 

f athered in every period of our agricultural 
fstory during which a long course of farm- 
itie prosperity has enriched the nation; and 
Wherever a 6up|}osed cabse has equally exist¬ 
ed id two periods^ the one prosperous, and 
t^^bther calamitous, it does not seem the 
aduoddst reasoning to recur to it as the source 
oftife phange. I therefore, foel inclined to 
dOsifitss ty the from my consideration of the 
kobjectj, as it tends to draw away the mind 
froifi that great and efficient cause, to which 
only the alteration can with any truth be 
attributed. I have already alluded to the 
poor rates and taxes, and concerning then) I 
abdll merely observe in addition, that their 
injurious opitarion has been within these 
thif^ or forty years, for during the existence 
of the revolution cprn laws, the poor rates 
acari^jy doubled; out during the modern 
Period, they have more than trebled, and the 
taxes 1 have named have been imposed with* 
In the last fifteen years. Inclosures merit 

5 »ai*ticala'r consideration, if they’should be 
orced upon the former, it will augment the 
e^i of which f am complaining; out if only 
encouraged by Means of facilitating the oh* 
tainifoent Of iudosore bills, the bringing the 
Waste'land^ into cultivation svill not proceed 
faster than the joint prosperity of the farmer* 
^and the.iqonfitry 'warrant. Inclosures, 
|i;owever1.wilj<c4f'n0r be; the effect of such 


prospiHrfty, than its jiOifitive pcNift^ 
affonvards they ttrill have the effbftt of ^ 
holding and perpetnating it. I sbdl, fil»re* 
fore, postpon# tne further observattoos 1 pro* 
pose to offer you upon thefo, until I have 
fully considered the dlfierenice between the 
revolution dirn laws, and those of 1773 e°d 
1701. In doing which 1 sbdl endeavour to 
convince you, that to this differtmee, and to 
this almret alone, should be attributed the 
danger to which the couiftry is exposed,' by 
not producing provisions ^ual to its cod- 
sumption ; but to avoid trespassing too 
much upmi the pages of your Register, 1 ^ 
will defer this subject to my next letter.—\ 
And am, Sir,y6urs, ire> — Edward Wake¬ 
field.— Dniie Westminster, 4pt^ 

18,1808. 

ENCLOSCRK SILL. ^ 

Sir,- -I observed in your last BipMer, 
that you stated your objections to a general^ 
Enclosure Bill. It ^nnot but be admitted 
that the lands now enclosed might fie culti¬ 
vated so ai Coproduce more than they now 
do. Farms might be better fenced, and bet¬ 
ter planted, and fallows altogether exploded. 
But, Mr. Cobbett, I beg you to consider that 
there are certain things necessary before a 
farm can be improved, viz. capital, know¬ 
ledge, and industry. Numberless people 
now in possession of land, and likely to con¬ 
tinue so, have not even one of these requi¬ 
sites. If an Enclosure Bill was passed, I 
presume that many master manufoctqjrefs, 
and those who have hitherto employed their 
capitals in foreign commerce, would turn 
their attention to the cultivation of land, 
which would surely be more beneficial to 
the country, than^were they to live in.id]e- 
ness upon the interest of their money. It 
need not be said that they have not a suffi¬ 
cient knowledge of agricuhore, as with the 
assistances now to be obta'mbd, a tnee ^ifo 
capital and industry may soon become a to- < 
lerable good farmer, fiat, Sir, if the legia- 
latilre wa^ to go no farther, than to pass ai^ 
act'tO'tsnclose opeivfield lands, what an im¬ 
mense difference this would soon make in 
the food and other articlea.'brot^ht to mar* 
bet; for these lands are from necessity cul¬ 
tivated in the very worst way. 1 ought to 
leave the discussion <ff this impertant sobjefct 
to move able writersi, I trust that Mr. Ar¬ 
thur Young and others wjU not let the matter 
rest. ButI c^ndt help pjafWtg^e or two 
more remarks. Yon ask, " would a genei> 
rai enclosure cause more persont to be both 
and mised ept*'' Wiihcnt doubt it 
bbt iff mote labd would 

creffi f^t'«bo«d^ee, ai^ 



bvAro tb» |iopid^a couM 
■o M to occttrion diitftoB. Urom notobejrv 
bearinff'bard apcm th« bocesMries of liff». 
yoa ako say, " that it virmil4 came oo^a- 
crease in the qoaUtityof food nised.*’ I 
cannot think you will coAtinoe to bold this 
opinion, when you consider tbat'.the lands 
now waste, by^good management, wonld 
*yietd in the course of a few years, acre for 
acre nwly as.much as the best lands in the 
pountfy. Before yoif make up your mind 
completely upon this subject, I recommend 
to you. Sir, to tidlA a tour amongst the 

K hills in Somersetshire, vmere I 
ot, if yon inquire as to the state of 
iat county previoa8«|(to its enclosure, you 
rill be satisfied of the advantages to be de< 
rived from the culture of wastes. But not 
to take up more of yoUr time, I shall only 
add, that were a Cfeneral Enclosure Bill to 
be passed, little advantage 1 think would ac> 
crue from the division of wastes into small * 
portions j but, on tbe other band, if divided 
into farms of from one to three hundred 
acres, the benefit to the nation iX'euld be be< 

S nd all calculation.-—I am. Sir, &c.— 
.H.— Afareh 14, 1808, 


im 


WOODCOettS AKD SNIPES. 

Sir, -However I may differ from you 

on certain political measures, I have ever 
considered you, as a true champion for the 
just rights and liberties' of the people; and, 
under this impression, venture to offer you 
my sentiments, on the intention of ministers 
to emnprehend in the list of game, wood¬ 
cocks and snipes ^Aa a measutjp of revenue, 
it appears to me extremely atxiard; for, as 
both Woodcocks and snipes, are birds difficult 
• to shoot, it cannot be supposed that a quali¬ 
fied person, who is a goi^ shot, would re¬ 
strict himself solely to £ose birds, when by 
taking a licence, be would have a much 
greader scope of amusement; and might ea¬ 
sily relbay himseirtbe expence of it, by Mk 
ling otner game. As a proof of this, I know 
several gentlemen in my neighbourhood, 
whose servants in the sppee of one month, 
sell more hare skins alone, than would pay 
for q licence --Was this boasted country (al- 
, Ways depicted as overfiowing with resources) 
In so desperate a situation, as to require the 
paltry augmentation which this measure 
coiw effect; would it not be better, to allow 
unqualified persons the liberty they have hi¬ 
therto em^ed, on paying a certain annual 
^isqm for this permission; say 2s. 6d. or even 
per aunum; that thia tax would be more 
fijpKhictive, there cnittot be a doubt; and it 
V0iht iktio give more general aiKisfactiw p 
Ijflpj^iiAities fer lidhtog game wnold rdgiitiii 



lit’ Ml Ibreq, qn^ 

ttMtoi. ceaM bn- 
*1110 matdte^ Would as osu 

those birds, so that thoee ^ „_ 

not lekure, or sfciU to prcxaticlhem, nqigti 
occasionally, enjoy litfie dainties. But,elk > 
now appears, Mr. CobhMt, that such defic^ ; 
morsels are not fi|ting‘'fbr tbe middle and 
lower cla«wa.ofEnglishmen; yet those aie 
the people who are tofight our oattlesji thtoh, 
are the people, whoground almost to doithf ‘ 
tbe tak gatherer, are called on in the amipe 
breath, to relinquish one of their few tod 
innocent amusements, and to shed their Ust 
drop of blood in preserving inviolate, ettr 
free and most excellent coosritutiim. Jt inqi|r. 
be asserted, that many persons under pre^ 
tenM of shooting these birds destroy othw * 
game: and, it is therefore, necessary to phi; 
a stop to such practice by tbe law m qves* ’ 
tioD. To such persons 11^ to answer, that’, 
in spite of this intended relation, an un* 
qualified free Englishman, will still be per¬ 
mitted to shoot sparrows ; nay, more, dodt^ 
&c. Therefore tbe same pretence will exiqt 
in full vigour, notwithstanding this new act 
of the legislature.—Where then, Mr. C!ob- 
bett, are we to look for the reasons of iti 
adoption. Is it that our nobilito, and rids, 
commoners, are alone Worthy of slaying and' 
eating woodcocks and snipes; is it that qt a 
late route of my Lady Pentweas^les, them 
whs a deficiency of those delicacies. Or, if 
it intended as a measure to rdmbune thq 
Treasury, for the grant so latehr hqstowqd on 
tbe family of poor Lord Lake r—Not being 
an adept in tbe learned langutqjM, nnmy of 
your learned readers, may dwbtless, eritpcian 
tbe subject, Janguage, and style of thfsl^ 
ter; should you, Sir, hoWever, think it in¬ 
telligible to the plainer part of vour readers, 
and not altogether unwdrthy of your notloe f 
you will oblige me by inserting it in your va¬ 
luable Register.—I am, %, $c.—An Enq- 
MYTO OrraEBSioN. 


WOODCOCKS AND SNIfES. 

Sir I beg leave to return yon my 
sincere thanks for tbe v%ry great pleasure I 
have often received from tbe reading Voq^ 
useful and entertaining paper, of which { 
am a pretty constant reader, and^ in gen«-> 
ral, an admiitr. * 1 confess, that, esteemhw 
you a ipjin of great penetration and sound 
judgment, 1 felt some apprehension for tho 
fate of my dear countr}% from your Sfetd* 
ment of iHyfituaUon and ciroujiiwtoiiem; 
but, I amfll^y to inform you, myfeta;a 
and apprebensioos are all entirely done awt^ 
by the circumstance chancellor of> thf 
eqcbequer living |uittn9ht^ ^ 



ioyjicrmt ibe >^c^fea»d 

. *3'^ w^Vlittle Nitnro^of a 

. .'ai|v^migbt in8nch abiil,i|t tl^s 
"Hme, it '®*ve lessened my fears, but 
-’■ notiaife removed tliein j but, when 

^J^ OHfe so high ill office amusing himself in 
afthijjg' of such very little consequence, I 
’perfectly at ease as to any clanger of an 
^vasion. Me. Cobbelt, I am n(»t ambitious 
Rearing in print, and yet 1 conld wish 
■'* tetter to be published, to convince this 
^^start, selfcreated emperor, with what 
^ntempt we look upon hl+ menaces ; and 
,tbkt, whilst he is threatening us with invasion, 
■ubjugatioH, and all the horrors of extermi¬ 
nation, we arc smilingly contemphljng the 
Additional pleasuro'our sportsmen will enjoy 
in the next shooting season.—As I not a 

oian of learning, perhaps I may not know 
■ the true meaning of the word “ panict : ” 
4. If I do, I cad, with'great truth, subscribe 
'mysdf— —AThub Patriot. 

OFFICIAL PAPEUS. 
SwEDBS.— nf Sweden lo the Danish 

Declaration of If^ar., Dated Stockholm, 

Mttuh 31, 1808. 

The court of Denmark had made an 
sIHauce with France, was prepared toretx?ive 
French troops in its country, collected trans¬ 
port vessels in its port, fitted out all its ships 
in the soad of Copenhagen, to cover a 
Wench expedition against Sweden, and tlieti 
■issued a declaration of war. Dcnmatk ac- 
■Wlsed Swetlqp ot befng the c.siise of this 
imptnre, because she did not make her 
'compiiqients of condolence on the loss of 
ber qeet, because she would not co-oj>erate 
to avenge that humiliation, and e-specially 
bectmse^be sought aid from E!%laiid against 
such ap aggression.—^The relations of the 
bing with his neighbouring power were 
those of a Rirople pe.ice. Tfaci'e was iiei- 
tliM alliaace, nor any convention whatever 
which traced out for the two courts any 
common course for their political conduct; 
therefore when Sweden, Russia, and Prussia 
fongbt in conjunction agaihst Fr.ince, LN8n- 
■mark, nnder the ahade nf ft<*r neutrality, 

, apppatied the friend of all. The king [wit- 
Hissing this system, and convinced by sotn^ 
Qxplani^iims, demanded in the course bif 
the ^ear f bOQ, of the iuifmsiibUily of ob*. 

talbipgachangefavourahlete Sweden, couM 
;^t entertain A hope that the 
l^omandt could ever be useful to him x 'oh 
the contrary, aftef the peace of 'filait, he 
4 wd' ^ery .:feasoo to . fear tbaH^y tHe sng:. 
gsitidu* of Ruasia and Fraikli; it might be 
wi^pday turned against him. His majesty, 

to observe a 


; p^o^dsilehte fehttwihJ tlie^eptt^^ 
iUs vicinity, last wituthh, leavtiigto 
Engird and futp^y to-justify tuiBm,-->l£ if 
*dw to tnuh, however, to declare, that, the 
^irtof London did not invite Sweden to 
tdte part in this'expedition, nor confided it 
to herttUtlie moment of its being carried 
into execution. I'herefore, not least 
movement was made in Sweden pn this ocr 
casion.. The English fleet arrived apd do-. 
parted without eiitewng iuto any port of 
Sweden, and the auxiliary troops, embarked 
in Pomerania, were ^j^tored in virtue of ? 
separate article in the convention concludrd 
at London, relative to this object, on Ine 
17th of June, I8O7, when certainly iherj 
was as yet no referee to this expedition. 
The fdlowing is the' article:—It is fully 
" understood, that, in cnxa that unforeseen 
“ circum.stance5 should renderimpracticabl^ 
" the object of this convention, or that hia 
“ Britannic majesty should find it necessary-- 
" to withdraw the, said troops (the German’ 
" legion) from Sw^di.sh Pomerania, the 
■“ stipnlayitn of this convention shall io no 
“ manner prevent his Britannic 'majesty 
'* from giving such orders as he may judge 
'' proper ■with respect to tfie ulterior dispo- 
" sition of the.se troops which are now 
" placed under the orders of his Swedish 
** majesty."—The court of London ha^ 
since fiilly’ jmtified this enterprize, and the 
experience of every day justifies it. Nume¬ 
rous French armies remained io lowef Saxo-' 
ny and over-awed the north. There were 
still nationls to'subjugate, ports to shut, and 
forces to direct against.'England, lihey 
were to peliotrate at any rate: they would 
have acted in any case and under any pre¬ 
tence that miglrt have offered. At present ,.• 
it is the expedition against the Danish fleet 
which is the rallying word of tfie wholA 
league. What ia yemarkable *19, .that fhe 
Danish government, already be^t by Ftenc^ 
troops, overpowered, impelled, and eyei} 
paid by France*, issues a dcclaratioioi. of war 
against Swedem, withont daring even Ui 
n^e tile powfr wbiefi' forces it to .act. -It 
seeks with lerabafNssment grievances 
reasons to app^r to have had in this' deter¬ 
mination .a will of its* own. It cites thh re- , 
monstrances^ of Sweden against thearrest'. 
pf the Swedish thAilf af .Vexatious,' while in 
Its severity against i^glish correspppden^J; '' 
it would not suflhr it tp tjfass apcprmt^lp 
treaty, and declares -that it. is^jj,^)eripnsfy . 
obliged to take Uiese measures, 
to know the jtbougbltf , pf jhe kjBg,, ,a^ . 
imagines them hostile, though 
raontltt U,^d concerted an aggressipn^ 
^^vveden.' Tt Ristehdf to reason .on j’ ’ 
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teriest<t of the courtly* toou^ it bat^aliaa- 
doped its own inter<»ttf,,9Qa em its 
tence, to a foreign ipfluence. In ^e, it 
repionches Svi^edon with bdving provided 
for Ikt defence by a subsidiary treaty, though 
Ubt.]f IS paid for an aggression; and then h 
ptonemv'es, though indeed with'a kind of 
, timidity, the word mercenary, wBich the 
government that pays it had probably dictat- 
toit^—It proposed here to render to his 

Bntannic nldjesty the most authentic solemn 
testimdny, that in all *^is transactions with 
Sweden he never demanded ofFenaive roea- 
sires; nor required any tUng that was not 
perfecliy compatible with its tranquillity and 
independence. 1 he most convincing pipof 
of tins IS tbe promptitode with which bis 
ministry acceded tu the pioposition of^ the 
king for the pacification of the B<dtic, by a 
fpimal promise not to send thith*i any ships 
of war, but on conditions useful and ho¬ 
nourable to all the north. I^et the Danish 
goverUment read in this proposition the com¬ 
plete refutation of (he coflnplamts of which 
the manifesto against Sweilen is composed, 
and in the moments win n it shafi tetuin it¬ 
self, let It compare the st iti of things which 
the king has desiied with that which France 
pud Russia wish. l>et all the ilhes of France 
lead m this consent of Eilgland the diflereni e 
between the connections which unite the 
two courts and those which cnebatn them, 
and let them pronounce on which side is to 
he found a doe regard for nai ticular interests, 
and a just moderation for the gencial good — 
Denmaik herself has been, during a long 
time, the object of this moderation, and did 
not cease to be so till ^he became absolutely 
dangerous. When the north was outraged 
by the devastation of lower Saxony, the 
Vj[>piession of the Hanseatic towns, what 
did she^o avenge them ^ Sweden, England, 
and ^Russia made war for this object; but 
no One thought of foicing Denmark to take 
part ih it. She was the ally of Russia, 
then, as hrell as at Mesent j why did she not 
embrace bejr cause r What could she then 
allege for her tranquilRjty that Sweden can¬ 
not Tinvr alibget All tbfti is explliined by 
the slnj^’Abt bthidk endenyours to con- 
ceai.^tnaf|ite i» at pre^fept undef the in- 
i|,ue^ce of ^ ftvtim ' government. HJI 
EnllsAd tbfiowed the principles' of ^this ene- 
sbn wohld nqt have waited the'momcnt 
of ^orrandet to disarm her, she wo^d 
haVe Invaded her 'sevetal years befoie; she 
woisld have guarded her, and all'this with a 
view to the good of the north.—Her ancient 
all|&Oce with Russia is made a pretext «for 
*•^<1 aagteasion, though ail the world knows 
thrt* it ft merely’ defensive, and thtiMt 


mi 

B ^meid % JXliu eourt of ftenaAM 
in order to proceedings, he&i'tabm 

not to make all'mods of asserttons; darc$ 
to defend the injustice of Russia, and be<) 
trays a premeditated plot j and all this it d(% 
to concel the chief, nay, only reason, which 
is—-tluit Denmark is the ally of France.— 
But injustice and ftlsehood nnd their eiid; 
honour and truth will trium^ib in tfadr mm* 
His majesty, relying on the justice of his 
cause, hopes, with conscious pnde of rdgu- 
ing over a brave and loyal people, so 
tried by dangers, and held up by the Al¬ 
mighty, that the same Providence will vouch¬ 
safe to bless his army, and restore to his 
subjects a safe and honourable peace, to tfao 
contusion of bis enemies. 

Russia and Sweden.—-—/B fercepfed Cor¬ 
respondence, Jound upon the Person of the 
Russian Courier. 

The irruption of the Russian troops into 
Finland, and the incendiary proclamation! 
cuculated m the province, wwe al/eady 
known to the king, though the minister of 
Russia, M. Alopeus, bad not yet made any 
communication that could paie the way for 
such intelligence, and no couriers nor dia- 
patches from the Swedish ambassador at Pe- 
tersburgh had arrived since those events.—* 
Considering, therefore, that minister as de- 
piived of his public quality by the insidious 
aggression of his court/ as a dangerous ene¬ 
my, by the revolutionary piihciples with ’ 
winch that aggression was accotnpanied, and 
as a hostage tor the ambassador, whose li¬ 
berty had in all probability been violated, 
his majesty ordered, on the 2d of March, 
that a military guard should be stationed 
with M. Alopeus —This measure, which, in 
every other circumataace, would have b^n 
extrqmeiy repugnant to the VSog, has been 
fully justi&ed by the event* a courier for 
Petersburgh arrived at Scyneldskar on the 
22 d, and set out on the 2|8th of February by 
Toinea, for Stockholm, hating been arrest¬ 
ed on the yth of March,^ a rode from Har- 
Qosand, with the following dispatches: ' 

No. 1 —Sir; the barpn de Stedmgk has 
transmitted to me, on the gth of Jan,, an 
pificnil note (of wbidh jl herewith send yon 
a copy), m answer to rpine of the of 
Nov. Its contents not being more satisfao*- 
toiy than the preceding ofRctal cotnronniqa* 
tion of that ambassador, with respect to what 
an august master expecUid, faj f Ahing mom ' 


(a) To what his imperial/ >(jesty ha 4 de- • 

manded—' 


of Bal'. 


m 

vra» ta be h 
•tane«i so 
which fa A 


IdngfBj^, in cfitum 
f}t a eorr^poodeflce 
more than fimr 
nSooths, and pro^ilcMi ao TesuU, the empe> 


ror^ haa resolved to tMue the declaration 
^Idt you m\\ find herewith, in order to 
tokectliin definitively the rciolutions of the 
court of Stockhohn.-—Thoogli I shall trans¬ 
mit this declaration to baron Stedin^, the 
Umpyror directs you. Sir, to communicate it 
to the ministry' of his Swedish majesty. 
lr?u will observe to them on this occasion, 
that it still depends on the king to preserve 

f ood harmony between the two States 00‘ 
tut that the most essential inter^ts of Rus¬ 
sia do not allow his imperial majesty to ad- 
i^t, iathe present situation of affairs, the 
least doubt bf the disposition of Sweden with 
regard to Russia have the honour to 

be, Btc,— Count Nicolas de Romanaoi p. 
$t. Petersburg, Feb. 5, (17) 1808. 

7b Mr. Alapeus, 

tic sea; but to what he expected perhaps— 
No —If be expected from Sweden what he 
had himself granted to France, the sacrifice 
of his interests and his independence. 

(b) The fear of the English must have 
been very pressing; notwithstanding ap ex¬ 
traordinary delay of the English mails, the 
answer of England arrived at Stockholm on 
the l6th of March, still a long time before 
i maritime expedition in the Gulf of Fin- 
hnd was pbjrsically ro^ible. The court of 
Rwedm acceded to tm proposition, consent. 
«d not todistorb the tranquility of the Baltic, 
if Sweden were left at peace.—Thus, there 
might still exist in the world a peaceful and 
happy comer: Russia would nut permit it. 
It remains to be seen, whether her insidious 
mvasioni of Finland will protect her coasts 
ih>m the English fleets. 

(cj The Rpssian army must have entered 
Fintend before tbe declaration could ^ave 
been delivered, mudi morebefme the arrival of 
an answer. Yet bavp they still the impudence 
to talk of good harmony. What was expect- 
b(f from tbe king was in fact so illegal, so 
humiliating, that whoever knew tbe raarac- 
ter of bis majesty; could never expect that 
he would comply willingly, The prince 
Royal of Denmark has highly m^tolled 
for having refused to treat with j^gland, af¬ 
ter hostilities i yet has this been proposed to 
the king. CcHitradictions, alMufcKtim, and 
Msebood, are the o^inary attendants of in¬ 
justice. 

(3J There was already no doubt of the 
dl^dtiw of the king. Every thing was on 
the footing of peace till tbe 2d February, 
when kinff.Aes!d^ M. Alo^eoi to ask j 


‘ ‘ ‘ * ' Ko, n.r-Ci^y of a Note from the Swofflfc 

Amhasiador, Baron Stedlii|;k, to tbe Mi* 
nisber. Count de Romanaoff, dated dtfi 
(21 St) qf Jan 1808. 

The king having already communicated 
to the Court of St, Petersburgb, inanst^er to 
the Note of tbe 24th Sept. (Oct. 6.) fais opt- 
nion on the present position of the North, 
and the difficulty ot applying it to the cut 
gagementsof 1780, fais majesty had some^hope 
of gaining tbe assent ef his imperial majesty, 
to the evidence of these statements. The 
slightest glance at the circumstances of that 
time and those of the present, iwm sufficient 
to shew their immense disparity; and the 
Cabinet of St. Petersburgh ought not to he¬ 
sitate more than any other to pronounce on 
which side was the preponderance at that 
time, and on which side it is at present.— 
Russia, tbe principal support of tbe conveia- 
tionof 1780, was the first te abolish it in 
1803. If it was at her invitation that Swe¬ 
den acceded to the new system. Under her 
auspices she was then reconciled to Ei^Iand; 
she, bowgver, conti acted direct engagements 
with that pdwer, which, according to the 
rules of public morality, she thinks herself 
obliged to observe, while the other contract¬ 
ing party shall not infringe the engagement 
on 5t8 part.—The armed neutrality of 1780 
being once abandoned, the shutting of tbe 
Baltic Sea, founded in the concert and com¬ 
mon armaments which it stipulated, appear¬ 
ed the less to regard Sweden, as since^ tbe 
time of the last convention, there has exist^ 
in this respect neither concert nor even uni¬ 
ty of principles, among tbe powers on the 
shore of this sea. And this shutting, which, 
at the time of the d«:loration, signified pro¬ 
perly the defence of tl» Sound, ia at preaent 
btxiome mneb more difficult to be executed, 
since the Englii^ have found the passage of 
tbe Great Belt very practicable fijir abipa of 
war, and still more since Ih* Zlantsh awne 
no longer exirta.—in general, a cha^ iU* 
the pfi^iplei of neotraltte adopted in the 
last instance, would not waty be conimty to 
the aaBKistiog engagewwta of the king, fo*- 
mnteefi by Rjuttia 

bly bo «f UO efiat* bydot nwS^log any 
change in the pHodfdea of *ai|^«ad duribg 
‘ the war; it cwdd ^ a 

rapture bettjvetei the tw6 stat8a» os^a» to 
the idly of Russia, burtfifi perhapa tn her¬ 
self, apd ce'rtainlyruidoua to Sfweo, Rot 
with thia attachmaut to bia engt^EcmeoU, 


hipi what was intended by the arminumts of 
Rullia on the firoptien And inforpaed hhp 
that he was oUtged tophatebiuMiMf ih 
efdtdbtfaohhiiride^ 
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coasts ffOtftiitt hblt1iit}r, violenctt, aod vexa¬ 
tion, einj|rto^it)g for this purpose ail tbe 
Means which might be in their power. His 
imperial majesty, considering these two trea- 
t'lM, not only conceived himself entitled, but 
tiought he bad a right, to claim the co-ope- 
tjltim of Sweden against England.——The 
' nag did not deny the engagements which 
Infve been referr^ to, but lie refused all co¬ 
operation so long as the French armies 
lAonld not be removed from the coasts of tbe 
Baltic, and the German ports be shut against 
British commerce. Tbe object was to ex¬ 
press the violence committed by England, 
and which bad irritated all Europe. The 
emperor demanded of the king his co-opera- 
tioq, founded on these treaties, and that nio- 
nilKb proposed to him, in answer, to defer 
^ execution o^ treaties to another period, 
.and to employ himself at present in procu¬ 
ring to England the commetce of all the 
ports in Germany j in one word, to serve 
that same England, against whom the ques¬ 
tion was to take measures of defence. (g)—~ 
It is consequently difficult to prove more 
fully the partiality of the king of Sweden 
for the king of Great Britain than he has 
himself established it.—His imperial ma¬ 
jesty caused a second note to be transmitted 
on the .l6th Of November, by which, slat¬ 
ing to the king that he was about to break 
with England, he again claimed hts cu-ope- 
intion. (h )— Ibis qple remained nearly 
two mouths without an answer, and that 
Which was given, and transmitted to the 
ministers of liis imperial majesty, on the 
9 th of this 'month, was similar to the pre¬ 
ceding,' '(ij — Tiie emperor, far fiom 
repenting of his moderation, reflects 
with pleasure, that he had hitherto env> 
ployed all the means m bis power in 
endeavours to recal his Swedish majesty to 
the only system which is suited to his states 
(k) j but, ill fine, be owes to his iteople, to 
the ‘safety of his empire fl), which Is bis 
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supreme law, not fo leave atiy. longer ffae 
co-operation of Sweden with Bussi* and 
Denmark spinst England an uodecidedques- 
tion.—The emperor being informed that the 
cabinet of St. James’s, endeavouring to re¬ 
attach Zjhnmark to its system by fear, had 
threatened that the king of Sweden should 
send troops into Zealand, in tetqrn for 
which the possession of Norway should be 
secured to him (m) : ^he emperor leal nlng, 
in like manner, that when the king left him 
without an answer, be was secretly treating 
fur an’allianca at London (n )} his majesty 
found, that the interest of bis empire would 
be very ill secured, if, when the struggle 
should commence between England and 
Bussia, the king jof Sweden, so near to'his 
states, should veil for a time, under the ap-> 
pearance of a pretended neutrality, the sen¬ 
timents of a known aitachmcnt to England. 
His imperial majesty could not leave in un¬ 
certainty the positidns of Sweden with re¬ 
gard' to Russia. He could not, by conse¬ 
quence, adifiit his neutrality.—The disposi¬ 
tions of the king being ascerttuned, nothing 
remained fur his imperial majesty but to have 
recourse, without delay, to all the means 
which Providence had confided to him {oj 
for the security of his empire j and of this 
he informs fpj the king, and all Europe.— 
Acquitting himself thus of what the safety 
of his empire requires of him, the emperor 
is ready to convert the measures wbidi be is 
about to take into a measure of pi udence, if 
the king will join Rnssia and Denmark, in 
order to shut the Baltic against England till 
.1 maritime peace. Me invites, for the last 
time, tbe king his brother-in-law, and with 
ail the warmth of true friendship no 
longer to hesitate to fulfil his eng^enienta^ 
and to adopt the only system which is adapt* 


fgj This question does not regard Swe¬ 
den, which was at peace with England. 

(h) The armed nentralily no longer bind¬ 
ing her, there was no other treaty, conven¬ 
tion, or promise, by which she was bonnd. 

fij Thi< note, which is given entire above,, 
was, however, such, that count Romanzoff 
did not Motinue to dte a word of itj fearing 
to bring to mind the convention of 1801 , 
and the conciliatory propositibu of the king. 

(kj According to the principles generally 
rdxived,* it was for the king himself to judge 
with respect to this. * 

fb It is|TOjmppjdS(ttf the invasion of 
Fiulaiid roally conn'dered by the 


Cabinet of St. Petersbnrgh as warding' off 
from tbe ports of Ilussia all danger from the 
English fleet, tbit it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that it was some other fear by which 
it was knpel}#d,i perhaps that of the entrance 
of a Freneh' into Russia. - 

(m) False re^rt^ of Mr. Rist j and Mr. 
Cgtming, who lias a copy of tbedinference*, 
will prove that it was Mr. Rist whO asked 
whether Sweden was to co-operate, and who 
took silence for an ^rmative. 

(n) The king bad no Other than defensive s 
conneefiens, and they were innocent, exioept 
in the eyes of the aggressor, 

(oj See the proclamations in Finland. 

(pj After the aggression. . - 

C 0 Troops having already fentertd, jaiiw" 
proclamations been di^trihated in the entn^ 
try. 





tb fb$ ibteresta if tbei^iowers of the north. 
Wbat, in(ieec[, has pined uiic« Its 

BionaFch h^s adhired to tbs iiiiferesis of ^ng* 
laud > /'i^^Notbiu^cooldaffiict'tbe erape 
ror of tlussia so much as to see Sweden and 
KiKMiel disatiited, and ii still depen^t on his 
iwedrtb majesty to take, but mimetlni^ly, 
^nch a part as may pitscrve tiie luo states 
tn an rntiniate alliance, and in peticct hai* 
Hiony.. OJ • 

No. IV.—Sir j I have puiuto ill} leceiv- 
ed the different dispatches you have address¬ 
ed to me, as well by the post as by the 
field-Jtagei Rattinsky, and latleily by the 
tliambeiiain, Cont de Pahkn 1 lender, 
Sii, dll justice to your greit activity,and 
zeal toi the service, and 1 sbail do myself a 
real pieI'-ure in appreciating them pioperly 
to the emperor Ihe lescnpl which you 
will hud inclosed, and theinsigtns at the or¬ 
der ol St VlodHtiu, which his iiiij cmhI m i- 
jesty his deigned to confiji upon yi»u, will 
prove to you, th.it he is peilMily sa islud 
with the manner in wlinh vou|im stivfd 
him—Iiom the \eiy sinceic 1 ltd 't wliuh 
ltik< m your Concerns, I will also conlide 
to you, loat however biilliant the tcstuiioiiy 
oi his favour, wlirch chc emperoi Ins I Ins day 
given to you, may be Ins muiiifice.iv.e (c you 
will not be* bounded by it His majesty pio- 
posesalso to add to vou* income .ii cl 1 hne 
reason to believe, that as soon as you ariive 
here 10 1 will obtain the tent of an esiate 
(Aiund-i) TLhc empeior his been verywell 
salishcd with the lists of the Swedish fleets, 
which you have sent me, and I expect, vviih 
impatience, tiie accounts which you have 
promised me respecting the Lnd foices and 
the inlcrioi of theroun'ry —At ihe piesent 
moment, information of this kind is more 
necessaiy than ever, and you will yourself 
feel, Sii, what an impoitant seivice vou will 
reudpr to bis imperial majesty, in procuring 
the most exact accounts pc^sible It you 
should want propet opporuimties for lor- 
waidmg them, you will Wp ^hem by you, 
and brilig them yourself, in efise of your at 
any lime quitting Sweden -^To judge from 
all a{lpcarancea, it seems difiScuU to avoid a 
most complete ruptme with that power, 
•but rtll that takes place, yon will remain at 
your pokt> and connoue the same line of con. 

(r) What his Russia gamed since its mo- 
ftarebbas adhered to the luteiests o( F ranee j 
'^hat have Germany, Spam, and Italy 
ipsined ^ 

(t) What would theft becomSf of the li* 
Ihmy of the Fma and tlie diet of Abo, which 
hero kfatady promuKd m the oatne 


4 oct yott hkve Wtherfo ohterved j teal 
pfbpdr iiiat, withopthfl^iogto prepatw'^ 
It, you should nevenht^ess l^d yourself j|i*i 
readiness to depart the, moment clrcIml8^'^ 
ces require it ^n regaitito the precauth^'^ 
necessary to be taken respecting your ^ 
pbers, and the archives of your missihn, I 
copilot, widiout doubt, do ^tter than trt]|f 
to your own prndenec. 1 shall not fotwaidi 
to Ilaron de Steduigk till some days after tho 
departure of this courier; and as I directed 
you in my ostens ble dispatch to corot^tmiv 
cate this declaration to the Swedish 
I think It necessary to warn you, Sfir, W'tw 
tike this step before you hive sent,off yOof ^ 
courier to M de LisaKenwitscb, with thff, 
packet inclosed, to his adihevs, and I think' 
it vyill be proper to tell this courier tfaai 
lime to quit the Swedish frontiers.- 
It IS, then, that yon are to place the de> 
claintion in question' in the hands of Ra* 
ion De Ciirtulieim, and insist, with tbt* 
(iiiiiister, upcii a defli.iUio answer tiom HiO 
king, in Older to vend it uibv'the It turn of 
the vime ctiiiici which I exjjcdite, and 
vvliiih you will vend bick to me as soon a* 
po-vil Ic —the cxpeiunce of the pasl is ■ 
C‘'itain VI urily to me, that, m the impor*' 
tint connii Sion with which yon are at 
piesoi t charged, you will spare no pains tw 
irswtr the conftdonce with which niv ma“ 
jtsty has so justly honoured yon —I havw 
the honour to be,——-C oum NunotAS’ 
nr Romanzoif—T olM d'Alqpcus, Stock* 
holm 

No V—Sm—persons tbidk thak% 
Baron Armteldl, hide satisfied with lb& 
manner m winch he is treated by the iCmff 
of Sweden, may perhaps te disposed 
quit entirely the court of Stockholm; as in 
reality he is not a Swede, but a a itive of 
Finland, he may perhaps be ginned ovdt^ 
whv:h,inthe presentsitoaiion ofaflatis,would 
be ot great importanee to as On tbfs 
account, before you quit Sweden, you Wilt 
kee the propriety of Sounding the sen¬ 
timents ot M. Armfeldt.—It hq should IM* 
inclined to be open with you, vonwcUnot 
neglect to discuss matteis in detail, enii^ 
w iiliuur entering into any positive obligit{olt* 
you will coiitme yourself to the letting Itlm 
sec all tbe adv antsges wHteb ni ty roost Raiti^ 
ills ambition ¥uu will grentiy oblige 
Sir, bymsmediately apprising ino what trti^ 
be the result of your proi^edlng on thwt 
suoject (f) Knowing your eqpcriett^ I19. 
—. ■■ —-' 

(t) The whole' of this is tbe 
nisolence, Barvn oAimfelJtnAtty 
impatient ot inaetiv^ for e si^Iejmcaienv 
at a erisis so cLutger^a to fiis,<iy|^ Xt tq 
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bD9inew^(v) I need not observe to you how 
essential it is that this kind ot negociation 
should be carried on in such a manner that 
you do not commit yourself, and in this 1 
reckon entirely opotr youi prudence,—I 
h^e the honour to be, &c.—La Comte 
Nicolas job Romameoff.——S t. Peters¬ 
burg, Feb. 5 , 1808 

No. VI.— Sir— Isent yon, in due course, 
copies ot the two notes which I caused to be 
transmitted on the 24 th September, and l6(h 
November, to the Swedish ambassador, as 
well as his reply to the first. Herewith I 
transmit to you the one which he addressed 
to roe on the Qtb of January, also the second 
Ttou will see. Sir, that the contents of his 
nbte in no ways answers the immediate 
demands which our master has made to 
engage the king of Sweden to take measurea 
in common with the thiee other noithein 
powers, to defend the Baltic («) against the 
attempts of Jsiiglandj his impel lai majesty 
has, therefore, determined to make a decla¬ 
ration, in order to assuie himseit ol the 
re^ disposition of his neighbour, the king 
of Sweden 5 you m ill receive, herewith, a 
copy of this declaration , I will not send it 
to baron do Stedingk until some days after 
the departure oi this com ler. In the mean 
time I will confidentially make it known to 
M. Le Baron de Blome; you will also com- 
nounicate it to the minister of bis Danish 

fklse that he has either been ill tieatedor 
discontented." “ He is no subject of the 
king, since be is a native of Swedish Ft \ 
*lanX’’ What an inference, even befoio 
the war! To gain him over will be an 
important acquisition • fiattoi his ambition'' 
—(such is the language) You, Spnngpoi- 
ttn, Knoring, Haselstrom—traitois of every 
description, now speik. Was it ever m 
the power of the empmor to alleviate your 
remorse by offices and emoluments >’ Cobid 
these protect you ftoni the contempt and 
execration of every honest man, even m 
Russia itself’ 

(v) It is this very cxpeiience that justifies 
the measmes of the king with regard to 
M. Alopens. 

(t() In ali these places the guarantee of 
the Baltic has no sense, unless it means to 
secure ^onstadt and Revel fiom the fate of 
Copenhagen. Russia, the ally of England, 
is alone fo have the privily of summoning 
Beets into the Baltic, without a word being 
said of closing the passage; but no sooner 
does she quarrel with England, than she 
cries out for help to shut it. 


majesty, and also the last note of the Swedish 
ambassador. You will observe, on this 
occasiofi, to M. Le Count de Bernstorifi 
that the emperor will take every measure itt 
his power eventually to defend Denmark 
and to serve her cause. His imperial majesty 
rests in (he firm hope, that this monarch 
will, on his part, pi ess the king of Sweden 
to unite with them, and if he will no(, that 
he will take part openly against him i that 
he will pursue, with ketiv ity, the prepara¬ 
tions for war, proceed without Joss of time 
in all the measures necessary relative to it, 
and that he will cordially join all his efforts 
to those of Russia (u >)—1 have the honour 
to be,—^I’he Count Nicolas i»e Roman- 
ZOFF. —St. Petersburg, Feb 5 , 1808 .—^To 
Mr. Dc Lisakewitsch, Copenhagen. 

Local Miliiia —— Lord 

Casttereagh’s lA>cal Mililia Bill. 

The 1st enacting clause, empowers his 
Majesty to establish a loc il force for the dc* 
fence of the lealm. ^ 

The 2d, enacts, that the number of men 
eni oiled under the act, shall not exceed such 
number as will, including the effective Yeo¬ 
manry and Volunteers amount to . . 

times (six times was the amount suggested 
by laird Castlereagh,) the Mihtia quotas of 
such counties. 

The 3 d, that the deficiencies in the effec¬ 
tive Volunteers shall bs supplied by the 
Militia under the act. 

The 4 th, that the counties may be divid¬ 
ed into divisions, in any case m which more 
than one legiraent of Local Mihtia is or¬ 
dered to be laised 

The 5 th, extends the powers of Militia 
Acts to this Act. 

The bih, that men fo be raised under this 
Art, shall be baliottcd from persons between 

the ages of-and-, returned on tbehsts 

now existing, (from 18 to 35 years of age.) 

The yth, excuses persons of,bodily in¬ 
ability. 

The 8th, enacts, that: no articled, clerk, 
or apprentice, nor any poor man who has 
more than one child born in wedlock, nor 

any person undef the height of-shall, 

hy reason thereof, he exempt from being 
ballotted and serving under this Act, ihongh 
they rosy be exempt from serving in the 
Militia. To be continued. 

• {w) All that has been done, the Danish 
monarchy has pressed, pronounced, Ucc. See. 
There are few monarchies which possess so 
much frankness. 
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cornman(3er of the Cbeupeake; arid, here, 
let us jait note the inioiciable vanity of 
these people, in dubbing a man, ha\ing 
only a s»ingla frigate under his command, 
“ commodore,” and authorising him to 
hoist,his *• broad pendant.’*^ This court of 
inqorry report, that Captain (I mean 
“ Commodore") Barron n^lectcd to pie- 
paie his ship for battle in due time; that 
he used disconraging language to his men, 
•vhen attacked by the Leop.ird ; and, that, 
in short, it was cntrely owing to his faulty 
conduct, that the sh’p was not defended, 
and that the men were taken out. I'he 
whole of the rejiort of this court of inquiry 
appears to have been drawn up for the ex¬ 
press purpose of causing the woild to be¬ 
lieve, that, if the Ghcsa|>eake li.id been in 
as good a state f(^r iighting as the T.copard 
was, the former would have made a gallant 
resistance, It was no trial of poor Barron ; 
tho real object of it has nothing to do with 
him; it is intended as an apology for an 
American ship, tho “ Commodore of the 
“ American Navy,” being so shamefully 
beaten; and, to any one who knows the 

J iarties, as I do, it must be good diversion to 
tear the pompous statement of ” Capt. 

Alexander Murry, and Isaac Hull and 
'• Isaac Chaiuicey,” while, to those whodu 
not know them, it may he necessaiy to say, 
that, in forming an idea of them, they must 
totally divest their minds of all the notions, 
which they have been accustomed to enter¬ 
tain of the charnvter of captains of oui navy. 
But, it is rental kable, that Barron “ diTliucd 
“ to make any defence.” Why > That is 
not said, the circumstance being introduced 
merely by a parenthesis ; and yet the court 
sat a whole month, and that, too, on boatd 
the Chesapeake frigate. I dare say, every 
deep lawyer in the country had, moio or 
less, a band in the drawing up of this curicus 
report. It is called a surrender of the 
Chesapeake.” As if no attempt had been 
‘m.'ide at a defence The commodore seems 
to have been as little anxious to defend him¬ 
self as to defend bis ship. His defence of 
himwlf might hav^ . been inconvenient; 
it m’ght have marred the synmiPtry of the 
court's report; it miglit have brought out 
facts to render (he ap«l >gy raor^Tlame than 
it now is; and, thereloic, in return for Ms 
civil forbearance, tho court state, that he 
shewtvl " no want of personal bilivery.” 
T Ills was very just; for one act of kindness 
should always meet with another. In spite, 
liow*‘tei-, of tho infinite pains taken by the 
Americans l« disguise the truth, I beliewslt 
(o be what their own uews-papets stated at 
tho time j tOj^t; Ui4ii,-as »<je « commodore” 


had long previous notice of the intention of 
tlie EngliA Captain, “ his ship was per- 
“ fccil/ prepared, before she left the port; 

and that her gnus w'cre leady loaded with 
" double beaded shot.” I'his was the ac¬ 
count which they themselves then gave of 
the state oOtheir own ship; but, they per¬ 
ceived, that, in persisting in it, they were 
depriving their " navy” oi all the apology, for 
the disgrace it bad suffered. It is this dis¬ 
grace and the lurking filar that they shall 
not be able to wipe it off; it is the disgrace 
of being so shamefully beaten; it is the 
having given tho world a proof‘of their 
incapacity to contend, for a moment, against 
an equal British force ; it is tins that morti¬ 
fies ; it is this that •■tings them to the quick ; 
it is this tliat draws from their Congressmen 
the appellation of “pirates," T'lates, indeed! 
How was Captain Humphreys to know, or 
to suppose, (hat Captain Barron was not 
prepared for battle ? A ship of war, upon 
the high seas, ought always to be so prepared, 
and especially when duly foicwatned, as the 
Chesapeake wus. Bes'ides, will any one be-* 
lieve, that the w.irning was known to nobody 
but poor Commodore Barioii ’ Aud, if it 
was known, who would liehv've, that he did 
not receive, both fioil! tho government and 
populace, ordtis howto 3ct> The Mayor and 
citizens of Norfolk must have heard of the 
warning as well as he, because the threat of 
the captain ot the Melumpus was published 
in the Ameiican news-pipeis befoie he 
sailed, even some weeks before, and yet, 
neither his oHiccis on boaul, noi the govein- 
rnent, nor the Mayor of Noilolk, take any 
step to cause him to piepaic his ship, and 
he himself quite forgets to do it ! Aye, 
Gentlemen, in Congress and in rouit of 
inquiry, you may report tipon the matter 
as long as you please, all this is too wonder¬ 
ful to obtain belief. You suspect it is so, and 
therefore it is (hat you arc eniaged. Jt a 
war should now come and cut you up, as it 
assuredly will do if it come, your ruin w ill 
be ascribcable solely to your vanity. Puffed 
up by your former success against the foolish 
efforts of Tugland, by your success in trade, f 
and by the praise bcitowed upon you by 
writers in Europe ignorant of your character, 
you* must needs have ships of war, and must 
call them “ ,a navy," Yon mwt needs have 
.*» navy, and talk tff ** sovefeignty upon your 
** waters.” To see your aspiring hopes all 
dashed in a monEMot was too much fiar you 
to bear, But it h for you to bear that 
than worse. Indeed thiii rebuff, if you are nut 
quite iooirable, do you much gotxl To 
thevdin there ia nothing so useful ns a good * 
seriouf, ‘dgnUl defeat, 'kut, if you should 
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be foolish ciiongUto persevere, I ventuie to 
iiisuie you a com|i!ete overtluow, humilia¬ 
tion AS bitter as ever yet toulhed the lip 
of inoiUU You aie, it appears to me, 
very much in error with resp^'t (0 the 
temper, in which your abusive threats find 
the people of England. Your coiumeicial 
fnen^s, incladlni; the fund-holders, have 
not that power herg now, which you sup¬ 
pose’ them to have. We anderstatid the 
nature of our commercial connection with 
yon tolerably well j and, I do assure you, 
that nine bundled and ninety nine men out 
of every thousand care but very little about 
the continuance of any pait of that con¬ 
nection, over which jour government has, 
or can have, any controiil. We now are 
acquainted with all your former conduct, 
especially that relating lO the pecuniary I 
provimutis of the treaty of 1794 , and we 
tcel, that we arc now laboniing hatd and 
suffering disfiess in otdhr to pay yoi the 
millions, which you ought to ^nve paid to | 
our fellow subjects, your ciedlti'rs. We ' 
now cleaily see, that this is only one aihongst 
the immense sHctifues, which we have 
made to a regular commctcial counertion 
with you; and, therefoie, that connection 
we aie bv no means anxious to preseivc. 
We Know that youi general government 
revenue la nil collected at the custom-hou'.c, 
and we know that oui custom-house revenue 
does not fcjim a tenth pait of what we raise , 
and we know, that the coal duty, raised in 
the metropolis alone, amounis to one seventh 
pait of our custom-house levciiuc.* We 
can make compaiisous, jou S'e, between 
ouiselves and you j and the leaiilt is not 
likely to seaic us inii< h wLjii viewed in 
conjunction ith your Iniitilily, though you 
may have fitly instead of ihiee, ships like 
the Chesapeake. Kiit, J will loll you mote 

about’this anotiier tune - Iai us now re- 

Wrn to thoiepoitof the Congiess couimltiee. 
——It IS said hete, that three ot the men, 
token out of the C’hcsapeake, were American 
citizens. No it is not positively sa.d, that 
they were j it is said, that the committee 
might say that they were. Ddubtless they 
might, fpr the Preskfbnt, in hisproclamav 
tion, solemnly asserted, that all Jour were 
American citizens. Bo the committee 
admit, that one of them was not an Ame¬ 
rican citizen i 1 think, ii is cleai tliat they 
do admit this; and, then, it follows, that 
cither the committee has admitted, or the 
President has asserted, a faUeho'id. Which 
are tre to believe, the committee, or the 
I^esident ? Tins is a me® point iiide^. Fpr 
my .part, I believe neither; for I am 
tborou£bly persuaded, th^t all four of the 


men were English subjects, and bad desert- 
ed from English sliips. That they might 
have been in Amenca and obtained what 
are called ceitificates of citizeuddij^’* I 
W'lll not take upon me to say was nut 
case; but, what had this to do with otn’ 
claim npidi them ? this the Congrcis will 
find answ'ered in the K'ug's proclamation, 
(pig dOy of the picceciing volume); and 
they will there find, that wa aic net diiposed 
to acquiesce in tbeir new law of nations, 
according to which all lhu.:e who choose to 
get one of their dii ty bits of paper are to be 
absolved from the allegiance due to tbeir 
native countiy. The committee, however, 
apparently foreseeing, tl at their report 
would be exposed to remaiks such as have 
here been made, fly off from thtir state¬ 
ment about citizen hip, and say, that it is 
no matter who or w'hat the men were: we 
attacked one of tbeir ships of vv'or, and chat 
is enough. Satisfac'lion is “ demanded” for 
tins, the English ufiicer is to be considered 
as 3 “ pirate”, and so to be tteated, of 
course, or . ... orwlnt > why, tliey will 
foilifytheir ports and lurbonis! Foitify land¬ 
ing places of. at lei»t, seven hundred miles m 
Ic'ngth. This is a dospeiate resolutu>n to be 
sure; but, it is not neatly so desperate as 
that of going without coats and shiitsaivl 
rnm. I'he Congress mivpiss laws to this 
effect, but the people will frt'it thf.*-e laws 
as Swift lec'o'i.ineiuE'the people ot I'child 
to treat the >otes ot the “ Legicm Club ” 

-fWc onpK, then, to the cpirsUou of 

right, respecting the serucli cat ships of wai, 
a question which wa have disiiis ed befotc. 
The minist, o have not, in wouh, given up 
tJiis light, liny h.ive coiviedecl too lar, 
and thc'irconceS'ion insprodiuecl thepresent 
disputes, or, at lea-jt, the cDiitinmtion of j 
but^ though they bo’o abandoned the high 
and strong giound, they asscit it to be ihe 
duty ot our nival oflicus to demand oui 
S.11I01.S even from on biiaul neutral ships of 
war, leaving a tefnsal as a matici to be 
si'ttled by the king. And, observe, tint ‘ 
this case of the Che'-.ijicake is quite peculiar. 
Our officcis knovvr that iheli monweriin 
hei ; they had been inv.igled away undn 
their own eyes ; they had been led aboat t> 
parade the streets of Noilulk in d,fiance or 
them; thi|y had btvn letuswd to their le- 
spcctful applications; and there seemed no 
way lc»ft but that of seizing them by fc;rce, 
in order to prevent a total desertion tioca 
every ship, which, under the sanction ef 
the treaty c^f 1794 , entoied the pc/rts of tlie 
American Slates. All these ciiaumtances, 
which fpiin a subject of tust coq^jlam^ on 
our part, the wise andiu.|ipaitiai co^ifmi^tee. 



ihinlc proper eutiiely to overlook, or, ot 
least, to pass over in sUenc<* l»ut, wc Jo 
not overioiik tliton here. We aKeuJ to 
thooi, ^ve stc in them an act of liostilily, 
which would have rcquiiod mimeJiaie satis- 
faclimi, if our naval iJKcvis had not, wiili 
fhei* uccUfitunicJ piliiulism aiiJ prompti- 
tnJe-, taken sJli^fJf I'on in the proper way 5 
and the Congress may he as-.meiI, that we 
»haJl not hang I’ljitam IFumpln'.ys «■> a 

pirate.”-llui, “ ilio ail was nnparal- 

Ifled in the hnloiy ol civi'i/od nations,’* 
wheiKC, it may be pu lined, ihit tliey and 
tlieFreinh do not jxu m ihon <li\m to that 
charactci J foi bma line m wed, by fon e, 
according to aremiaN publniied in tbeii own 
Oew's-papeiSi di-iCitiJ seamen on board of 
neulr.nl ilnps ot wji .cjrupnnneulraUeniti'iy. 
Oapt. Decatui ot the Arne'nan ‘hip ot war, 
tlie I'jiUeiprize, sci/'dh) ioici* an Ainiiiiaii 
seaman on board a Fii in h jn i\ ateci, 1) mg at 
Syracuse, which pniaiicr bme the l()l^Inl^- 
fciou of liu* Kmpeior «f luaiice. And, it 
appeals, that several seamen having deserted 
from the Fn'urh fiijalc Cy/e/a, at Nori’oik, 
and entered into tlio service of ihe I'nited 
Stales at the leiide/voiis, the Fiench Captain 
stnt av anued fonc to the rotule'/vous, de¬ 
manded the disellers, and had them siu- 
rendered to him, “ Ayi,” the ('ongress 
wiilbiy, “ but thii was all amongst li lends." 
Vciy true j but you will luidly blame us 
much, if wc like you none the better tor 
being the friends of our enemies. If our 
officers had scyt an armtd toice for their 
deserters at Norfolk, tlie very same pl^ic 
whiihei the Fiench ifliecr sent an armed 
force for his deseiters, the militia would 
have been called out, a mob w mid have 
boon raised, and every soul sent uivon thtf 
eriand would liave been niuidered, under 
pictence tlial they bid invaded the country 
with a view to conquer it and “ destiny its 
i idcpcmlc ice.” Partiality like this does not 
heconic a neutral power ; it is in (isiii, un¬ 
just and base , and the injured n a ion, which 
does not leseniu, ought to be treated as 
wc certainly slnnild have been, if w'e 
b.idj .ss the Congie'js seems to wisii, 
treated our publie-spnited .ind gallant offi¬ 
cers 3 $ “ pitales," though, from the language 
of ihe Morning Chronicle, it would not be 
vuyunn.ituial III them loexiieilit. That 
piint, of the 2f)th of Dcceinbcf,' says, that 
I he Committee of Congress have %iveu to 
ihaactof Captain Humphreys “ its prop t 
“ cppciralion}" that is to say, *' piracy." 
Was I wrong, then, in accusing this print of 
‘iiflng on the side-of the enemies of England? 
U ,j» constantly »he advocate pf theAnieri- 
wtis Its tjoliiiiHis with attempts to 


[dw 

justify them, in all (heir acts of fonl play to¬ 
wards U8.« -But, we shall see more of ibis, 

by and by, when we come to apeak of its d 
fence of the President’s speech, and its insi¬ 
nuations with regard to the lately-issued Or- 
dt*rs of Count il.——The next proceeding, 
which iswtA-tbyof particular notice, is a bill, 
said to have been brought into the Congress 
and lead once or twice, on the 24 th of No¬ 
vember. Tbf following, as stated in the 
newspapers, are the out*lines of this bill: 

“ It authorises the President to permit or 
“ interdict, at his discretion, the entuince of 
“ our harbours to all arniid vessels belung- 
“ ing to a foreign power, and by force to 
“ repel and move them from the Siime, cx- 
“ cept in ccilain spec ifit'd cases, in whith 
“ cases the s.iid ves els, aie to conform to 

“ lules prescribed by the everutive. - -It 

" fuilhor, in consequence ot the late coii- 
“ duct of (be British, prohibits the entrance 
“ of any Biiiisli aimed vessel into the har- 
" boiirs, or waters of wtlie United Slates, ex* 
cept when diiveu in by stress of weatlie*, 

•' or when ijiirged with dispatches; provi- 
“ ded that whenever rcpaiation ih.iU be 
" made, to the satisfaction of the Picsident, 
•' for the outrages committed upon the n'l- 
“ tional sovereignly, it shall be Jaw (id for 
" the Piesrdent to remove the interdiction, 
“ — - On such vessel refusing to depait, 
“ she shall be deemed to liave niuclc a hos- 
“ tile imasifin of the tenitoiy of the 1 uiled 
“ States, and shall be pioeeeded against .is 
" an enemy, and may be seized, and brought 
in and foitoiled, and slxill aiciiie wholly 
“ to the^i aptors.—All pacifie intenourie 

" with such vessel is forbidden.'--'Ihe 

“ President is autlioriscd to use the land 
“ fou'i's and militia to seize such vessel.— 
" He is also empowered to refuse admission 
" to any vessel belonging to the subjccls of 
“ the nation whose armed vessel sIkiII m 
“ remain In the haibours of llie IJnrted 
“ States.—It empowcis any person of 
“ persons to burn, sink, of destroy any sucU 

" vessel, tin which 3 bounty of-dol- 

** Jars is otfeied on each gun of said vessel. 
** — - - It authorises the IVcsident, to carry 
“ this ail into eflect, to fit out all Um 
” armed vess'cls of llib United States.”— 
Tl!is bill is nothing more than a sanction 
given to the President’s Proclamation. Jt i* 
greatly injurious tb ns to have our ships of 
war shut out of the rc'ads artd havens of the 
Americart States ; because, upon their 
cruizes, it is necessary that they should 
sooietimcs put in to refit, and^ still oftener 
to obtain water and ffesli provisions. Out 
of their harbours they may be able to keep- 
our ships, uQlitss a considerable forcb were 
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sent to Imt them wUh i few bombs and 
rockets, but, out «f then loads they cannot 
kicpthcni, and, as to dnvin,} them out of 
their “ witcis,” as the\ teim it, \there hive 
they the meins of doing, oi attempting, sny 
$ » h thing All their aimed tt ssels” put 
togethei would not be iblc to make head 
agmist one fifty gun ship of i iigl nid '1 hi, 
contequi-ucc of this]a\i, thcuetoie, will be 
to prevent oai shqi fiom going inti then 
ports, but, it will not picvtnt (hem from 
ubt lining provisions, an abund nice of which 
tlie people will caiij to them,or sill to their 
boats along shoie, iii spite of a thousind such 
liws pissed by the Congri'ss ())e of the 
lucmbers conpliins, thitoui ollkeis lead 
their piDcIimtiousan I liugh it them Well 
tliet mi) , tor, it is stnngc to me, if theie 
b' in this V Olid anything mine ndiciilous 
'llie ici is, howevei, nnligniiit , it fully i is- 
covers till hostile mind, and it is in n t of 
hostility, accoiding to, ill tin lulcs ilitng 
to the conduct of iieultaU, which nlis ip- 
qiiirc i stmt 1111)111 ti lilt) levs lids i 1 the 
|Owns It wm Ihis ict of Conguasupiiil) 
aiowsT pnlnhti hngluiclis ittuscd whit 
IS grintid to 11 inci Auwnd is olki I 
foi burning, sinking and desiro)ing f nglisli 
visselsotwai it found in thesnne siUutioii 
winch 1 iciich\esscls of wai nc tohe.pn- 
mittccl to cn)oy As f i is tin t uigicss irc 
able to go ihc) hue made wai upon us, 
tin) hive joined oui enemy, and, is to the 
piOMsioii, that tins w i shill ei iw, wli ii 
“ sitisfiction shill hue bic.niiJile i;ut- 
abli to t' I i wis!;, tins is the < i e with ill 
w Us til, till; ill fcise wheinho parties 
m il in ’ ih m h ivi ubt lined wblt they dee n 
siti ‘ (lion (Vise ivL, too, tbit tills ai t his 
bei 1 pi s il in incu mill nnitiunot the Pte- 
s 1 < 111 s Proil iniation winch w is issued mi¬ 
me 1 ilel alui the seirihmr ot the Chesa 
jit ke, and, ot e >iii v , bebne lui demand ot 
snisiiction CO lid line rLacheu Inglmd 
Ifns tlone w s cini c enough to ]Ustify the 
1 ing 111 II fiisiii^ niv silist icti rn it all Uhe 
Aine u ms hid ukeii Hie saisficiion, to 
give them siustaction undci siuhciicum- 
st UK I s won 1 ha\e be cm b ne m the cxtreiiie, 
even supposng it to have been, upon tlje 
oiigmal gtounds, due to tliem T be fat t Is, 
fliat, with all their hy|>CKritual cant about 
the bliod oi their eitucns flowing ti, the 
Cliesipeake, they were glad of lie event*, 
ondtigoilv seiAtid hold of it as a giotuiid 
whet eon to uigu demands, which we had 
therciotoie itjeeft'd, and m which they 
hoped now to snee^d by coupling them 
,Vith this leeent ease, Na>, 1 am peisuadcd, 
tlut It will stxm appeir, tint this “ satistacr 
* tionji’ ot the waul ot wbteh the) so bit- 


’ terly complain, they might, to a reasonable 
dcgice, have received ftom our rainisterf, 
but, that their envoy here wis mstciieti.d not 
to enter upon any negoeiition upm that 
point, unless it was cunneeted with other 
points, having, in fact, nothing to do wiiti it, 
m I being of a n iluic nc>t to be treited upon 
by us ——.Of all this th • people in ^nietie^ 
seem to be aw iie , and we Imd the Inhibit 
tan s indTiaileis ot Ph lailelphti, m a Me- 
nioinl presented to the Congiess ajlinst the 
" noil impoifilion ait (which was to gO 
into lone on the Jothof Deeembei) com- 
pl mimg, that the Prtjid< nl hid ma k upon 
tnglinl nnlcisombli deimnds, ar d ibit be 
h id siiiit till door ig mist lec ini I'l i ton by 
a< comp in) mg liis ckmind ot su futiotj 
wi*b 11 roclmntmn if i mt» c dei i iidly 
hostile And now, foi this fmiois iiont 
nupoit 1(1 m let, bill, let us lir ’iki. tluolc 
It the c'l oaK upon llie intinoritl igiiist 't. 
Ills 1 iiti Is cunous, Ml map) ri pe is 
IheiciJii will bi n in n i^il tint 11 is act 
w Is pisid II ill’, it not q me, two ears 
igo Hi-t it 11 IS bv.eii s 1 11 ndod from tun* 
to tim , and, t'ni the list siispeuson eic- 
U iidi d to the mid 11 ’ ol D^eemb i, lb >7 It 
wis theitloie, he will obs rve*, upon cither 
gicund thintbucf t' ittui oftliet'lusa 
p" ike tint the ict w i» pisstil loptevent 
It trejm onijj into ciket 11 IXtc iib r it was 
I'l It til menu n il i i q u stioii was niPsent- 
< d , ii d i pc n tins jm n in il the f illov mg 
debm ten k } 1 ei, m the Hmse ol Repre¬ 
sen Hives, OI the i/tli qf Aovembei -> 

“ Mi I C r vY pic-eiiud i Me inou d fiotij 
“ sundrv mb ibitiiits and tiadtrspf the City 
“ of 1'iilulel)ilni, piqing, ihil the Act 
piolnbil ng 'he imputation ot ceitin 
“ goods, waits, and muchmdi/e, passed 
the Jhthof \piil leoo, mi) be lejieiled 
" —Mu Ci \s niivtcl tbit the Metric 111! 
“»he lekiucl to the Committee ot ( oiu- 
" merco I id Minufit-Uitts——Mu Row- 
“ AV heqed thc’petitum wqiild not be refetn 
" icsl to my committee He thought tt 
” would be bei e itb the digniti ot tli«* 
'• House to Jiive It iny*eonsidei ition H,id 
" he been in ( ongitss at thp time the 1 ivy 
tt be wo lid hive voted mi'i t it, 

but IS It bid pissed, md as we had re- 
“ teivtil 1 (resji insult ti im final nritiin 
“ HI th. atiaek on thev besaj c ike, hew oal4 

“ not vbte lontsrepcil-Mi J fit w 

“ .ud, tint IS the pelilioii was conelud m 
“ decent languv^e, and m\olve*d aejuesnoq, 
“ ot great n ition tl mipoi t mce, .t coed I not 
“ be lucoiisistcftt e’ther with the dignity of 
the justice of the IIoiuo to tefer U to th> 
M committee of commeice andti nianilfii^ 
fmes As to t 4 e non-im^iorutiori |^v,^ 
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** whoever would ^examine it would find, 
that inaiiy of its provisions were very d^- 
" ficient, and in nine cases totillv nugatory 
He pointed out some of its defeca, and 
“ observed, tint it cjr'ained so rmny ab- 
*' suidities, that he Uf allied w hethci ilcould 

eiitt go into oppr.it on-Mr Crown 

x&biiii ID said, that is to tho non-impoi- 
tition liw, It might be obbcnie in some 
** parts, but thcio weit more than a doven 
" articles, on w hit li there could be no doubt 
** at all Liul r wlnr ciiciimstances had 
** tint hw p iisod ’ We hid been making 
** dcmand‘ on GiCitButaiii fer nnnv)ears, 
wb di she In I k fused to sitisA , and 
** this Itw had been passed to induce htr to 
'* do us ju tue bince tint j-enod she had 
CO niiiiltecl the oati ge on the Chesa- 
*■' paaU Iho blood ot Aniciican citizens 
*' hid lie 1). flowed -in that vessel —Great 
" BiitaiM hid known tin. tor some months, 
" and}et wi hid obi lined no rcdiess He 
" knew nideei thit thchwin question vv.is 
suspended bill loi siioit time .il pn s“nt, 
" but from the lumoiiis vviiK-h w re afliit 
iiid flora wlnt lit kij< \v ot the dispos ,n 
*' ofGieiiB itJin, he eiiterta cd in n^fe 
*• that she V oiikl do u jusiict Hethomht 
tail we were sle ,mi., a outposts We 
knew that Ct. cat ill I tan was linking ic- 
" live prep i ions, tint she visas eiidca- 
** irojiing to d'*cc V tilt Indians on our tion- 
furs, lint slie w<is ninin„li(i militia in 
" Canada and Aoia Scotn, ind that she 
** hid, bPsidts, an imnaiuse ni\) Ihe 
*' la*'p aitatl oifCopc t 'n InluinvimtU 
iistbatsl'i p.idto I ^ id to justice or tl * 
4* Uw ot nit *15 She nid in lint instance 
“ violated c\ iv p> n iple ot huniimtv 
Could We (xpea b ttci ticatincnt thin 
Dt'innik, a iiuien tint Ind nc\t in 
j'lud her' Mi^iu not out citH-. 
bj wript in tlim.s is well as Co 
**ponhigen> Ths petitioners st 4 te tint 
** the/aie I’arnied at tne demands of our 
gpvenuncnt whit wcie(I k sa diinands’ 
" I)id tl’ y ki o V tlie.n > He km vv not, 
although a inciiuei of tint House, 
and yet tl p p iiiioneis lu “ al lui ed t 
** then’. Ml C thf 1 imved that the pe 

" tmoii he ot the tiblc-Mr Mi 'nxr 

*' could not set an> lO’pu piiety 11 lefe.nng 
** the p«iition He wis .icqnn nted with 
*' the chdia< ttis who h id signed it and he 
*■ knew then to be men ol the ^ guest 
“ icsiiPetihili }, n^ei .iho would not iipbt- 

* Jy lomnitt t'tniSvlvC’ \s to the Non- 

• impoit itioirl iw, helud ilwivs legarded 
*' at .is a weik and tunic uieastne, e iieulatid 
*' to piodnee no other elFeet than to iintate 
“ GreMt EiiUin. He would iat|iv.r h>hp 


** seen a law to prohibit all Intercourse at 
“ once. He agteed with the Gentleman 
last up, that wi were sleeping at our 
" posts, th.t om aflms with Great Britain 
** were in silt h a situation as to render it 
*' extremely doubtful whether they would 
be amieibly settled j and that under tbtfse 
" circuinsUnet s we ought not to be idle 

'* -Mr Alston moved, that the Petition 

" be retened to a Committee of the whole 

" House-Mr Smtc^e thought that re- 

“ telling this Petition to tjie Committee of 
" tiie whole would be giving it too much 
impoitanee, lhat theie wasapaity m 
*' this country strongly piijudiced m favour 
*' ot the Bntish Government, he never 
“ doubted for a momenr, and that this was 
a measure of that party, he was equally 

“ certain-Mr Bas,et hoped the Pcti- 

“ tion would be referred to c Committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union; 
" not out of respect for the Petition, but 
out ot respect tor the nation 1 his w ould 
“ afford the House an opportunity of ex- 
pressing them sentiments on the picsent 
" inteiistiiig’ state of aftaiis Ihe House 
“■ had been s'tting some time, and not one 
“ void Ini been uttind on the' sab|ret, 
*' h wished this silence to be hiolen.—— 
“ Ml Cksnullr knew not who ihcse Pe- 
titioni IS wcie he did not know but that 
“ they weit British sub)etts icsid ng among 
US if he. veic cel tain 111 it uch was the 
“ tact, he would move to have ihe i' lition 
‘ thrown under the table, without taking 
an} fuithei notice ot it, but as be was 
" not certnnot it, he wia willing to lit it 

“ lie on the table-^Mr J Ciav s.iid, 

“ tint with respect to the asseitmn of hts 
col league (Ml Sinilie), he would merely 
leinaik, tint tlieie was .*i mans name 
*' signed to tli it Petition, w ith whom bo 
" was immediately acquainted, who, he 
" knew, did as much good for this countiy 
" as his colleague, notwith-aanding his si> 
** tauion. Ihe gentleman from Maist-. 
" chusetts (Mr Crowniiuhield) had made 
" a long ha,angue on the subject of tho 
" Non-lmpoitation Law, and had said tint 
"it wuild not embarrass the raei chants 
'* Btit so c’ctremely jidkulouswas some of 
" t|ie piQvisions of that law, that it was 
doiibttul w hetber a gold watch could be 
" I inported on apeount of the glass being 
** jjiiuinbited. He said he felt extremely 
*' hint at the obseivations oi the gentleman 
" from PenUYslv.tma (Mi. Stnihe), when 
" he knew that the signers of the Petition 
" were native American citizens. But it 
" seemed natural that a Member of Con- 
" gloss piust ipeak uq aUsubjects^ wbelher 
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** be tioderstood them or not.—UJr. Et- 
“■ xiOT spoke in favour of referring the 
*' Petition, and against the ii^inuation of a 
** British party. He said that be feared 
there nngiit soon be two Witch words 
established to vote down any measure 
which might be disagreeable—and these 
** were '* Confidence in the Executive,” 
and “ British Party —Mr, NatsoN 
" was opiMsed to leferring the Petition to 
•' any Committee, He thought the House 
ought not hesitate a moment about 
“ throwing under tlie table all applic ttions 
“ for a repeal ot the law in question; par- 
** ticularly now, when we were, he feared, 
on the eve of a war, and after the British 
Government had boasted that we dared 
" not put It III foice, as she would consider 
It as a di-claration of war. — -Mr, Rhi.a 
spoke aga*list refer! ing the Petition. He 
** obsened, that when these Colonies pre- 
“ senteti Petit'ons to the British Parliament 
“ for a redress of grievances, the/ were 
thiown under the table. He thought 
" that wogld be the most proper course on 
the present occasion—Mr. Fisk con- 
" tended, that the Petit on was disrespectful 
to the House, inasmuch as it convoyed 
a d'strust of the ineasuics bakenhyGo* 
" veniment.—Several other Members 
spoke on the subject, when Mr. 
“ R VNUOLVK observed, that 'ittempls had 
" been made to denounce his friend from 
Pennsylvania,—(M^. J. Clay) -a man, 
'' he saut, whom he would not dt (grace by 
“ comparing, cither in reg.ird to talent or 
pati lotism, with any of his denunciators 
(Mr. Ciowninshield rose to explain; but 
" he was twice called to order by Mr. Ran- 
“ dolph].—He Slid that it was the indnbi' 
" table right of the Citizens of this Conn- 
try to present their Petitions 'to this 
a refusal to refer lljpse Pe* 
“ titions was a refusal to consider them. 
'* He never expected to hear the conduct of 
“ the corrupt and liireling majority of Lord 
“ North brought forw.ird to justify a Simi- 
** hr coudnet in that House. We had cxer- 
♦* cised the right of Petitioning the Bnjish 
** Parliament, and they had pursued the 
** very conduct which was now recommend* 
*' ed here—ouf Petitions were tre<ited vV*th 
deritiian and contempt. It thepra/crof 
** the petitioners was improper, w'ould st 
** not be better to expose their errors nr a 
masterly report fiom aCoraralttee, than 
" to slain tile doot in their faces, and, af* 
'* fectiiig all the airs of an Asiatic sovereign, 
refuse to hear them ? We were, he be¬ 
lieved, on the eve of a War with Great 
f Brjt4>n > and wo wore trejding m the 


*' very footitepa of the Britlsli Mlnisfirw* 

*' the eve of the Aineric.iu War, and on 
** tho eve of the French War. Even the 
r' commanding genius of Mr Fox, Woultl 
** not be iisteoeo to in the Hou')e of Com* 

*' mons—he was obliged to go out-'-and 
“ what was the consequence?—He was 
*' called the unanimous voice of the na- 
" tion to correct those very mischiefs to 
“ ' xpose which he was refused a healing 
when he first raised his voice against 
them. But it was said, that the language 
" of the petitioners was 'distcspecttul:— 

** What do they say? That they do, not 
" wish us to make any sacrifice of our na- 
tional honour and independence. And 
** what is the great bulwaik of our naiional 
*' honour and independence ? Why, amj- 
serable non importation law! — The 
“ House, Mr. R. said, " had now been 
" in session five w*eeks; and, on the 
" eve of a war, they were discussing 
'' whether we should import locks with 
“ brass nobs or locks with iron knobs; they 
" were sitting there looking at one another, 

“ read’iig newspapers, writing letters, r«- 
“ ceivmg bank checks, and counting their 
“ money j and the nation was precisely m 
the same situation as it was when the 
“ House fiist assembled If we were to 
" have a war with Gieat Britain, as he 
" believed we were, *it would become the 
“ House at the outset to cciiriliale those by 
" whom that war was to bt c,-riicd on : he 
meant by " those,” the great bady of 
“ the Ame<-!can people, and not llu rith^ ^ 
'' merchant more than the landholders, but 
" ncA less. Tlie House w'cre begmning a 
** war on the same principles as Mr Put did 
his war with France,—by prcisnibing 
“ every man who dared to qiiesuoii wie 
“ tittle of Its motives. But he trusted if it 
'' began in the same way, it would ^ not 
" have a similar end—Mr. Cuowmn- 
" SHIS to hoped the House would do Imn 
“ the justice to believe that he did not wish 
" to derogate from the character of bis 
ft lend Mr. Clay, he had alw.iys cuter- 
*' tained the highest esteem for that Gentle* 

“ man, and he always should. He bad 
stated that the language of the petition 
“ was disrespectful, and he wisbcKl it to lie 
“ on the table; but that was surely not 
" rejectitig it. He had s*nce, however, 
discovered a sentiment in the Petition 

'* which bad escaped him .before, «nd which 
confirmed him in bis opinion of it.. The 
petitioners say, “ they hope the pMcc 
the country will not be endangered by aU 
" adherence to doubtfu} or unsettled prin* 

** ciples.” Was it au unsettl^ principlo 
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“ iibat a national, vessel-,could not be s^ardi- 
ed i He thougl)t not. . He al\v.ij'.s con^ 
/* si(l<?r^l a nanoDal vessel as n.ational ter-- 
ri.toryi jand that it should be maintained 
'* itiviixlate. • He had formerly been of 
" opinion that it M^ould be better to pass a 
“ total non-iniporratioii Jaw j but for the 
** sake of conciliattiig Great Britain,- lie had 
' ’** voted for a partial uon-importation.—- 
Mr. R/vNnoi.m said, that ihe Geutientan 
.from Mas. (Mr. C.) had grossly misun- 
-V dej stood him. He did not allude to that 
Gon'ilemaii as denonpcing his triend from 
" Pennsyhaiiia (Mr. J. Clay) ; the denun- 
'' ciatioDs had hoc;’, heard by the House, at 
Jea.st they had been by him (see above). 
Butl;eh.-d $a"d that the Gifiitleman had 
endeavoured to make this a party qiics- 
/‘'tion; he still thought so, and his calling 
for the Yea.s and N.'ij.s proved it. He 
** would c.ill the attention of the House to a 
" period when men of diiTcrent political 
ijeutimcnts held the reins ofGovernment; 
petition after petition had been presented 
." against the Sedition Law, and yet they 
*' had .always been received and heard ; 

although, he said, it wasa!mo«t impossi- 
*' ble to couch .such petitions in re.specfful 
" language. He contended that the mer- 
*' chants did not allude to the rights of the 
words which the Gemlemaii (MrC.) had 
** ijuoted ; but they .said that doubts were 
** entertaiiicd that other subjects bad been 
connected with that.* And liad they not 
" a right to doubt ? He thought if the Gen- 
" tlcitian (Mr. C.) would exchange a few 
«" of his certainties for s6me of their doubts, 

", he would not be a worse man or ,9 less 
" efficient politician. -He believed il‘ to be 
" a nbveltbing in'legUlatlon, that because 
the House dltlerc^ jtropinion from a pe- 
" titioner, thd petition sbduid be rejected. 

“ -"-^TJie question was tbep taken for re- 
", ferring the.petition to a Comrairtee 
** whole House aqd it Was lost Ayes 50 
—Nays 80 .*" - . - . -Mr. Clay’s deseViptiop 
of the talkative propensity of his brethren, 
lend Mr. Randolph's of thdr amusements 
at^ enibloymeht.s. While in the House, are 
atnkinaly characteristick. T^ey all talk : 
and talk fqr a long while top. The did vol* 
«;ar.,hyperbole of " talking a horse's‘hind 
off,” if .ever it be verified, will its 
verification in the AcfnWican Congr^,s. Oiir 
people, , at St. Stspheu.’s, write letters too s 
hut I iiigtser saw ^y of.theip actually cbtta(- 
xrtg theiPtlnoney fo the House j though it is 
pretty ,fe‘nei«llv Relieved,' that they know 
now to coitoV whether money oruoseS. as 
;We)l aa most peopl’ei,' Rut, the Ara^can 
J^w-giye^>,havO' d desjt^ wi|& peij/ ink, 


and paper, before each of them; and each 
keeps the key, of his own desk. At those 
desks merchants read their invoices and 
lawyers tlielf cases and briefs, while the 
trade of law-giving is, at the same time, 
going pro^rously- on.—*—The only part 
of this debate that appears to have attracted 
the attention of our news-writers, h, Mr. 
Randolph's expressions, .so often repeated, 
about being " upon the pve of a warand, 
from which expressions, these writers con¬ 
clude, that a majurity of the Congress are 
for svar. A most erroneous conclusion in¬ 
deed j for, the point decided upon, suppos¬ 
ing it to include the final fate of the uon- 
importation act, was merely whether that 
measure should be tried, as a means of in-* 
ducing Kngland to submit to their terms. 

--We lia\'e before discussed the effects of 

a non-importation .act upon us, and it has, 
I think, in the articles referred to above, 
been clearly proved, that such an act could 
uot ^TOssibly do us any harm. Supposing it 
to be practica|)!e. I have, however, insist-, 
ed, th.nt it is. impracticable j and the Phila- 
dt Iphia memorialists seem to be of my opin¬ 
ion. But, what is this act ? What does 
this mighty threat amount to ?, What is 
this tiling, which is to awe England into 
submt.ssioii ? A non-importation act. An 
act to prohibit the importation of all English 
goods ? No : not an act to prohibit the 
importation of Engli.sh doth, Irish linen, 
or English hardware j not an act to prohibit 
the importation of coats,- 'waistcoats, 
breeches, shirts, cravats, stocking^,- caps, 
handkerciiiefsj- petticoats, blankets, sheets, 
swaddling cloths and sbrowds ; uot an act 
to prohibit the importation of knives, 
forks, scisisars, razors, buttons, locks, keys, 
and candlesticks; all these things must 
be had fiom us, or from t>o country upon 
earth. Therefore, the Congress, in its 
wisdom, has thought it adviseable not 
to include them ’ ( making, in - amount, 

' four-fifths of all the goods imported) in th© 
artides prohibited. Well done,: “ Ring 
Cong,” tinder which appelladon ydur feats 
liayc h-retofore been so admirably celebtat^^d. 
does your Majesty really imagine,' that 
gre fo be frightfeoed by.an act like.this ? 
T|ie truth is, an’ it pleaseymi ta;hear.it> 
your Majesty thougljt, that, here 
land, there.was an Arqerican fa^iooji. cpto- 
aisting'‘qf m^hrphants, maiiufacturew# fuad- 
holderuJ '^ffadmirers -of American jilrerty, 
abjeto force'fh.e gpvernmeht fogive.way 1 
t6 force it to J^yield any; point’of greafarid 
pernunent natie^l mtere^, rath^ than ;rutt 
the risk of pfodui^nRan i^erruption of'.the 
Uaffip of the said iDcychefiti^ ^nufaptorpr^ 
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and ftrad-bolders. IMi was 'viiaf, even in Recent end alarming information wh^ 

•your cooler moraenU, you thought, '• King '♦ had rtMched the *eat of government •dnce 

Cong;” and m this thougift you will, I am “ the (isiog of the Senate on Friday last, 

pretty confident, find that you wele wiong. '* though tinctared witit rumour, aiid rest- 

,-^Bat, besides the weight of this opi- •* ingon the credibility of i'r)v.itc cominn- 

nioo,* which would have applied to fhe case, nimion, had howt 'ver alteied liis mmd 

in all times, and under all cirrum«.t.:nrog, « on tlie business. Tl>y un.iMon ot Zea- 

,you might think, (gentle and inofFensive •' land, the capituLition of ('bpephagen, 

Americans!) as Judge Rutledge, of South “ and capture yt tin; Danish were 

Carolina, thought, in 179^5 thd^ is tosa^, ** evonts.of the utniobt moment to ihc nen- 

that the victorions arms of France had tral pwers, and tau^^'i* them that the 

laid England prostrate j ilut she was greau-st moderation, puul me, and for- 

'* struggling under the pangs of death, and bearance, Wi.r' of no asa'l in goaiding a 

« that you had nothing to do but to seize her mild, an unoffending, and pcaccaMe peo- 
by the throat a sentiment truly wor- pie against tlie violor.re of its rapacious 

thy of an Ameiican judge NovV, then, and stronger neighb n.r .\ vh'n.’t.oH of 

you will, doubilcss, think her jnst expir- a similar natn.e might, h\ the coai'^e of 

ing, and that you have only to come and things, he CKpmt d from Hie san.o cpiar- 

perfoini the part of an animal, that shall be ter, and the fairest of out comnier. i..l ci- 

uameless, towards the old lion dying in the ties might be wrapt in fiamt > or Iwltercd 

cave. But, she is not yet txpir.ng. Shots to ruin-,-after year lud nllcd 

even greater than she was before Napoleon aw'ay in fruitless ncgocuition, lie doubted 

conquered the continent of Europe ; and, whether, it the preseiil posture of .iffaint, 

as to all those “ maritime powets of Eu- there would be a satislatuay adjustment of 

« rope,” of whom you talk, and on whose the pomis in di<fpute. It did not follow, 
co.<jperatiou you rely, they seem actually to that the failure to effect a treaiy would 

have disappeared from the face of the earth, necesharily bring «u a war. But the do- 

—Itmay be deemed sing'.lariy untbrtn- minioa of the ocean was so* proudly 

Hate for the Americans that they did not usmped by Britain, and the umirpation 

hear of the Danish Kxpcditiorf at an earlier maintained by such a prodigious oavd 

period; for, the mtelhgence seems to have force, that it would be calculating extra- 

had a most powerful, and, I would fain hope, vagantly upon our good fortune to ex- 

salutary, effect upon their minds The read- peel that our rights wrmld not be invaded 

er will remember, that I said, at the time, by them j and m an ago of the world,' 

that the attack upon Copenhagen, and the when it was fa-hiouably for ruling states- 

captine of the Danish navy, would have a men to ss -eep away, like cobwebs, ab- 

good effect in America; and, I am well sirart principles of right, and written 

convinced, that it the intelligence had ar- maxims of public law, it was surely] a 

rived early enough, we siiould have heard season when the weaker powers ought to 

very different language in the report of the employ eveiy piecaulion for their safety, 

committee upon thoiiifa.i'.of the C'he$a[>eake; ——It was not his intention to rtrom- 

f am persuaded, wp should not have heard mend the construction of a navy, carrj'- 

_our excellent officers denominaletl “ pirates,” mg mefal enough to dispute the enn/re of 

and that the word " satisficlion ” would the high seas, ^His only object was to 

not have been accomiianied with the word provide a force sufficient to p.otcrt our ac- 

“ demand,"——In the Senate (that Is to knowleilged territory, and to pi'serve 
say, the upper house of Congress), on the « peace within our scaponi. a.nd harUni-s.” 

26th of November, “ Mr.- Mitchkli, rose -And not a word about “ pirates.” Not 

to call the attention of the Senate to a a word about seizing prostrate and expir-, 

motiou he bad made at 'the commence- “ ing England by the throat.” Kot a wiwd 

ment of the session, relative to addition- about that “ little Britain,” which, byway 

al means of defence, and further mes- of Micer at our title (a silly title, T emfess), 

suies of security jo the wMports and bar- (vas the name the}'sometMiie^ used to give to 

hours of the nation, important >ub> our country. This same “ mtlon of pirates ; * 

ject had been introdtjeed by him at an this same expiring England j" tb s same 

'tearfyday. ft had been printed and laid “ littl.* Briiam,' is ikav, bJinlu! tp» 

upon the table for consideration, and it stronger neighbour," has a " pfOdidtHli • 

f* was his original ipteution to have suffered " naval force," and is able, by stretdilRg- 

it to lie Uiere until the official mtelligencq her mighty arm act os-, the Atlantic, to wrfl& 
'^♦alladedto in the Mess.sge of the Vresi- tfaeirdiies inflames.orbatterthcm inruiov; 

5* qcat should at rive from Great Britain. while the_4toerican Stales, though boating of 



SI} PO&mCAL |lE0I5T|!R^tRfr»a» 


a poptdation MMlto tl»t of England, Wales 
and $cotlana united, ^ a “ weaker power," 
that ought to think about her safety Sur¬ 
prizing Ohange of sentiment and language ! 
and that produced, too, ob^erre, without even 
^mrrng ,the firing of the cannon or the ex- 
^Q»]on of the shells.——All is now gentle | 
and Mr. Mitchell chooses to consider Arne* 
xi<^ as the abode of*' a mild, an unoffending, 
and peaceable people." Neither of these 
have they bten towaids us. During the last 
war, as 1 have shown, (V«l <2. p. ()(Jl) they 
were^iity of every species ol violence and 
wjustK® with respect to us j I have shewn, 
IQ the same article, how they fulfilled tlie 
p’eaty of 1/94 j and, no sooner did a favour- 
aUo opportunity offer during this war, than 
they renewed tW hostile demands, which 
had bwn refosen them before. A " mild" 
people, indeed ! Read their abusive publica¬ 
tions : bear the language of their President 
pnd their Congress: read the toasts of their 
*'ciiizeus" m France and Russia; and, then, 
let the Morning Chronicle at>d its discum- 
fitted faction call them a mdd" people as 
long as they please.—What are these 
** points in dispute," about which " year 
*' after year have rolled away in fruitless 
** negociation ?” What is it that this “ mild, 
unoftending, and peaceable people" have 
been demanding of us > First; that we should 
suffer them to inveigle a^ay our seamen, 
and to keep them, in spite of us, on board 
their merchant ships af well as ships of war. 
Second : that, when once Uie said seamen, 
or any other subjoAsof the king, have receiv¬ 
ed from tbema certificate of American citizen¬ 
ship, we shall acknowledge them as Araeri ■ 
cans, and even if wc catch them fighting 
agaipst their-native country, shall treat them 
merely as prisoners of war, Tbiul: that 
. we shall allow then* to shew, With in word 
and in deed, as much partiality towards our 
enemy as they please, and still observe to¬ 
wards them all the forbearance due to a na¬ 
tion impartially neutral. Tins is the sub- 
stance of their principal demands. There 
:|re other points in dispute j" but, the® 
aro the chief poiuts,*and our fault has been, 
that we have ever suflered them to become 
matters of dispute. The minister sVfao should 
admit either of them as a fit subject for 
**Begwatjon" would deserve to be banged. 
My,mind can conceive np rnaik of Infamy 
dne'(o hu conduct. And, yet tlvis* is what 
the mild, uno^dine, peacctible" Ameri- 
cans demand of us. Our present ministers 
though not in a good manner, given 
t^'m that answer, wbicli the late ministers 
ha'd,notthe or thn.cour;ige, to give 


them. No regociators need now coih« to 
us from the grand AmphyctionioCotm- 
“ cd,” or from the " Capitol’' of Amerisca, 
Hiey have their answer in the .king's pro* 
clamation and in hts late ordes’s of'couacil t 
and they arc in complete pos®ssion of every 
thing necessjty to the finrmixtg of their judg- 
meiU and iheirrenolution with respect to tl^, 
question of peace, or of war.——Mr. Mit¬ 
chell, too, must talk of England’s *' usurped 
dominion of the sea but says not a word 
about the usurpation of America upon what 
she is pleased to call “ her waters." What 
gives her a right of sovereignty there ? Her 
power. That is to be tried ; but, if power 
give her right upon tbo® waters, why should 
ii not give us a similar right were we have po- 
wei ’ Englaud’s right of maritime dominion is 
as ancienias the nameorFnglandjand,arewe 
now to becalled usnrpcw of the seas, or of any 
thing, by Napoleon and the American Con- 
gicss? TheAmericans plainly see, because they 
must plainly see, that the present exercise of 
our maritime power is absolutely necessary to 
our existende as an independent nation; but, 
they do not see, perhaps, that that existence 
is at all necessary. And, yet, there are men 
amongst us (though now very few iii ni,ra-' 
her) who abet their Cause, who endeavour 
to apologize for, and even lo justify, their 
roalignani insolence.—It is quite good to 
hear tliis Mr. Mitchell, who exclaims so 
strongly against the " usurped dominion" of 
England, express his readiness to grant what¬ 
ever sums ma^ be necessary to keep tho 
Indian nations m subjection. He names se¬ 
veral of these nations, and adds: “ whatever 
'* is necessary for teacliing the Indians to 
" dread our dkpleasure, shall receive from 
me all the countenance I can give.” Now 
if we were to talk in this style of the Ameri- 
cabs what would they say ) And yet, would 
it be so unjust as it is in them to treat thus the 
poor wretches, whom they have already dri¬ 
ven nearly out of existence ? This is ** usur- 
" pation" in reality. They have driven off 
the people, and taken their territo^. They' 
hunt the pwners of the soil as th(^ hunt the 
wild haasts upon that same soil. Anil yet this 
gentleman talks quite glibly against those 
who " sweep away, like cobwebs, abstract 
"I principles of jight.” We have dispossessed 
nobody upon the sea., We have killed no¬ 
body to get the dominion of it. The domi¬ 
nion is necessary to our existence as a great 
independent nation*; and we exerciw it with 
as little of exclusioh and of rigour as the cir« 
cumstances of the times will admit.—Mr, 
Mitchell, after making a circuit of the 
immtiu^ territory, called the United 




‘dud talking abo»t fortifying and deieiK^ngi f singJtsooom(?rcetoconUnaeQAlfiten'aMj^ 
mov^ for a coi&rbhtee"' njxttf the subject, anq supposing the iut^U dpoti the 
This is the way they go on: theexclaslon debttoceasd to'be paid, ^onldhoCfTn ten 
they generally come ro is,'to enqpire; that years time, put thepiincipal towns upont&a 
is to say, not to cone] udc. This is ihe way, sea coast in a sute of security apinst siv 
in which all tbeh store)' sessions have been EiiglUh squadron, well prepared for a Itoat- 
spent*; and tht<« rsth'* W’', in whichnhe pro baidment. We hare a thousand of^oerf. 

sent will be ipent-But, whence is thr any ohe of whbm would run bis ship'by tbs 

gntoney to «'• i e for *' tortificatidns an.l armed batteries of New York, and knock dqwp lh* 
vcs'.eU Why, Mr Mitchpul says, town about the ears of the'^'invaders or Ja> 
that “ .the Treasoiy isdn a condition to fur- mai,.a.’’ But, if we are to have*wai*, ‘jitjp 
nish tic nbcpssary sums without imposing shall not need a W'ar of this sort, antfTsbwM 
a cent.' nn»* Jredth part of a dollar) of tax be very sorry to see such a war ^1 
upon « ie/ bo this poqr man, too, we shall want, is, a good supply of 
•belict in ,(o' 1 earnest, that the tax upon and sloops, orders of counrll and proda^%* 
imported c.jUijnd rum is not paid by the tious. Two fi igates and four sloops of wi^ 
pcoplp t, ho consume them, but, in some in- stationed at five dlfTeient places, with tjhfs 
comprebensibie way, by the manufacturer, addition of a line of batUe idiip at Marble- 
die me. chant, th« ship, dr the sea. And, I head, at Sandy Hook,‘ at Hampton 
dare say, now, that be, good man, believes, and at the mouth of the Mississippi, witS an 
that this additional tax upon goods imported offer of free passage to the ships of eveij^ 
would be wonderfully produetKe under a Statq that would disavow obedience to tto 
jion-iroportation act. Npt to push this edicts of the Congress, would settle the tna^ 
sort of arguing any fuitlier, however; not ter in eight or nine months, to the facart^ 
to waste my little remaining roonsm trtfiing content of all the parties Concerned. T|ip 
with the patience of the leader, I beg Americans know, that they cannot cariy pn a 
leave to state to him, that, in 1796> when war against us. Their tone, you see, is ai« 
some very trifling pieparations were made ready changed from " invasion of Jan»i« 
lor a resistance of die aggressions of France, and Nova Scotia," to the defence of thuCN:. 
the Congress was compelled to hue tucouise own towns. The news from Copenhtilgeill 
to internal taxes, and that, amongst others, has taught them to think seriously; and, arp 
taxes were imposed upon houses, land, and, shall soon hear, that, from making 4^ 

if I mistake not, negroes. The tax upon mands" upon us, they will come to p 
whiskey, which had been imposed some complaint that we wan^to conquer and ep- 
years before, cost more dian t)ie )Vhole of slave them; which, not for us to do, they 
Its produce in the quelhng of an insuiiection will be content, and will gladly go off with 
which the tax excited , and, before the a boast, that they have, bi’their wai like pre- 
taxes of l/gfi couKi be repealed, it was ne- patatious, fiustuted the tyrannical dedgns, 
cess iry to disband ibc handful of men that whicli we entertained against ihein. Welii 
liad been raised, to evacuate the few little ‘with all my heart. 1 svould not deprive 
posts that had been garrisoned, and to sell them of thu last refuge of their contempt!^ 
almost the whole of the naval stores and even vanity. AU that 1 want! to see theta 
the stiips, belonging to the far-famed prevented fiom having gionnd whereon to 
iAn..*i American Navy" lliis was, by most boast^if thtir having been suffered fo ^jst; 
men in America, thought bad p'tlicy; but, <n the degradation and luin pf Eoglpnd i 
with such grudging were the internal taxes this, I trust, is what 1 shall sec. 
paid, that Mr JefT^rson, by promising to I did intend to have answeied, in thia 
disband, dismantle, and to abolish the trxes, slieet, tny coitosjiondent P, whose letter waa 
gamed his election a^ iiasr Mr. Adams If pubhsUeil lu m/ last.—— 1 » could have wish- 
tliis was the case With revpect to a ruptur^ ed .lUo to maki' some ictn.irks upon tbp 
with France, who was tiKsn at war with Morning CiironitleS defence of Mr. JcBer* 
England, and who had scarcely a ship of the • fcon’a Speech, and upon it-, impudent obscT* 
line left, what must be the expence of the! vations with respect fo the nlafivc itafe ^ 
mnans necessary to defend America againvt Enghnd and Fiance, as d ivendent itpoa 
the navy of England With c little ' commaice,* and as aftccied bj tlip Uto 
knowledge of fortification, and with a good oiders of oqnncil. But. for want of 
deal of knowledge as (o the local siiuaiioti room, these and othei topics, dmCngst 
and means of tlie principal sea-ports of Ame which are the afiairs of mwt 

rica, 1 give it as my oeaded opinion, that postponed, 
tly whole revenue of that country,. $oppo- jSotfryt /»«. 7j 1808, 
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official, papers. 

PoHTUGpES? EMIOHATioN.——7’/w./?>//0W- 
ing Letters were pull'uhed in London, un~ 
defthe 'ditlfiorUyof Govet^nmenl, on the 

igih o/Dec, imf, 

^ ('Continued from p. S2,J 

Hit Majesty’s Skip Ilibernia, 22 leagues 
■, ^ ipest of the 'f'ogiis, Dec. 1, I 807 . 

'* "Sif, -- In another dispatch of this day’s 
date, I have transmitted a list of the Porlu- 

f iiese fleet that came out of the Tagus on the 
yth ult. which I received that day from the 
hands of the Admiral commanding it, when 
I went on board the Principe Rcale, to pay 
“my visit of respect and congratulation to H. 
R. H. the Prince of Bra/il; who was om- 
baiked in that ship. I here inclbse the list of 
those left behind. The absence of but one 
< of the 4 ships is regretted by the Portuguese 
"(thB Vasco de Gama) she being under re- 
. pair: her guns have been employed to arm 
the Freilea, 64, a new' ship, and one of those 
tvhich fcame out w-ilh the Prince. The other 
3 are mere hulks; and there is also one ship 
on the stocks, the Prineijw Rcgente, but slie 
Is only in frame. The Prince said every 
thing that the most cordial feelings of grati* 
tude towards, and confidence in, his Majesty 
and the British nation might be supposed to 
dictate ,—1 have by signal (for we have no 
dtiaer mode of communlcaling in this wea¬ 
ther) directed Capt, Moore, in the Marlbo- 
' roogb, W'ith the London, Monarch, and Bedr 
ford, to stay by the body of the Portuguese 
fleet, and rdndcr it every assistance.—I keep 
iiJ the Hibernia close to the Prince’s ship. I 
cannot as yet send the F<indroyant, Planta- 
genet, and Conqueror, on to Admiral Pur¬ 
vis, accordirig 'to tlioir T,oidsbips’ order of 
the 14tli, which, I trust, will be the less felt 
, as an inconvenience off Cadiz, as they ap¬ 
pear to have been ordered thither with re¬ 
ference to the Ru.ssians being within, the 
Straits, betbre it was known they were on 
my station.—I have the honour 10 be, 8 rc.-— 
W. Sidney SMirn. 

Zirf of the Portuguese Ships that remained 
• in^Lislott. 

Sebastian, ot 64 guns; unserviceable 
Without a thofough repair.—-Marta Prima, of 
74 guns j unserviceable; ordered to be made 
jpto a floating battery, but not ycl; fitted'— 
Vasco de Gama, of 74 guns; under repair, 
and,nearly'ir^dy.—nincesa de Bejra, of 64 

f uhS; condenined $ ordered to be fitted as a 
oating batterv.—^Frigatvj.-—Fenix, of 4fl 
guns j. in need of thorough repair.—Amazo¬ 
ns, of 44 ghffs in heed of ditto.—Perola, of 
44 guns i in need of ditto.—Tritao, of 40 
guns; pasr repair.-^VenCy, ofSO^tWj past 
^epaif.—W. SinNRY Smtn. 


Hibernia, at Sea, /ai.'37» 4?* *7- 

Dec.6,\^. 

Sir,—^I have the satisfactitm^^to acquaint 
you, for\he information Of my Lords Copi- 
missioners ofthe Admiralty, that I succeed* 
cd in cellecting the whole of the Portuguese 
fleet, except a brig, after the gale, and that 
tlic wo'ither was such as to allow the necesr' 
sary repairs and such distribution of super¬ 
numeraries and resoprees to be made^ as to 
enable Vice Admiral Don Manuel d'Acuoha 
Sotfomayor to report to me yesterday all the- 
ships capable of performing the voyage to 
Rio Janeiro, except one line of battle ship, 
whicli he requested might be.conducted to 
an English port. I meant to escort her part 
of the way, but she did not quit the fleet* 
with me last night as settled. I hope, how-s 
ever* slie may arrive safe, as .she is not in a 
bad .state, being substituted'for the Martino 
de Freitas, which was at first de.sliiied to go 
to England, in consequence of a fresh ar¬ 
rangement made yesterday on tlie latter 
being fou^ in the best state for the voy¬ 
age of tBe two. I have detached Captain 
Moore in the Marlborough, with the Lon¬ 
don, Monarch, and Bedford, to attend the 
Portuguese fleet to the' Brazils. I have 
thought it ray duty, in addition to the usual 
order, to take the atove ships under his or¬ 
ders, to give Capt. Moore one to hoist a 
broad peridant after passing Madeira, in or^ 
der to give him greater weight and conse¬ 
quence in the performance of the important 
and unusually delicate duties I have confided 
to iiim, I feel the most perfect reliance in 
that officer’s judgment, ability, and zeal.— 
I'he Portuguese ships did not, after their re-l 
piirtition, w'ant more provisions or slops from 
us than the list enclosed, which I supplied ■ 

from this ship and the Conqueror.-This 

dispatch wilt be delivered by Capt. Yen, of 
his Majesty’s sliip Confiance, who lias shewn 
great address and zeal in opening' the coni- 
munications by flag of triu e, which it was 
the interest of those ,iii powet;;, vyho were 
against the measure of emfgration to ob-' 
struct. Lord Strangforti speaks of his con¬ 
duct m terms of warm approbation j OD(l)is 
^oitnd i beg leave to recommend him to 
Siejr Lordships, to whom his general merits 
%s an ol^cer. are already w-ell known, Hav- 
irig been in Lisbon without restraint during 
,thC intercourse, be is quat|fie(i lb answer 
any questions their Lordships may wish to 
put to him.—I h^e the honour tp be, 8:c.— 
W. StoN^E'Y Smith. . 

, IVIeraorandum.—The Diana raercaiant • 
.vessel, having on board about, sixty B^itls^, 
subjects, who had beep detained in.cPnse- 
qnence of the embargo, came out of the ^ai 
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£us In company ^ith the Fortugaese fleet, 
and It IS supposed tbet bore up for Eng' 
land at the comtneocetnent pf the gale. 

rftA*«cE Airn Austria—>~*C oRvratton he- 
tvnn them, made at Fontauilleqjt, Oct 
10, \ W7 —-Ratifird, Nov 0, lb07 
Alt r 1 he Thalweg ol Li'ion/'o shall 
tie the limit ot the Kingdom of Italy, and 
tlieAustrnn Piotinces, situate on the lefl 
bank of Its mouth, nl the bottom of the 
Adrutic Gulph, unto opposite the \ilhge of 
Christinisa, near the Canal, fromthente, bs 
the straighlest line that it is possibk to dinw 
the limit, shill rtjoin the ancient fiontici, 
netr the iilligeof fhstort; so that the two 
tciritories of ( hristinis'i and Bistofl shall le¬ 
nt iin to the Knigduni of Italy It shall tol 
low the ancient trontici to the summit «f 
Mount N If name, and from fhcncc a line 
pausing iiom the i tst to the North of Stu- 
n/clli, ltd along the top of the mountiin 
beyond the \il)>gesof Cmda, Pslofo, and 
Xloziim, in such niinne , tint these villages, 
and I hit oi Slii’i/ Hi miy bclJiig to the 
K ng ’ in of It lb snail be jiiolonged to the 
sninui t of Mount Stre, fo'lowing the ancient 
fiontiei—n 1 1 il ij purpose the hmperoi 
ol the I ici < h, IS King et Ilib, cedes to the 
hHincroi of Austin, ill th it he posscs‘*cs on 
the U ft hink of the I ison/o, in full propcity 
Slid SOIt’•eig 11 k I inpcior of Anstm 
s o cedes to the 1 inpcior of the hreiich, 
Knig ot Itjlv, in ^ull pioperty ind sovcu ign- 
ly, ill th >t he possesses on the itgl I bank of 
thjtiivci unto the jHiint indicited an the 
preci ding article, cunipi ising all tint is si¬ 
tu Uc in simepsit, v liatcvci it in ly be, n 
the J,\*-Vcneti ii States, to be unite d lor ev cr 
to the Kingdom of Itdy --The Isle of Mo- 
losuia, being situated on the right bank of 
the principal aim of tlie T isonzo, shall re- 
mnin to the Kingdom of Italy —III In the 
riitoNts lespccltvcly ceded, the subjects of 
eit4iei powers estiblished on one of the 
bulks ot the Lisonzo, and possessed of pro¬ 
perty on the other bank, shnll be authorised 
to Kceive the produce of their property in 
kind, it being thoroughly uiidei stood, thit 
such produce shall be leg illy occupied, con* 
founablj to the laws ot police and customs 
tn fotce in either state This irrangemctid 
only relates to lint pot fion of ttiiitory con¬ 
tiguous to the river—IV' There shah be a 
military road communicating between the 
provinces of the kingdom of Italy to the 
right ot the Lisonro, Istria, and Dalmatia, 
and reciprocally The cons cut ions nlative 
to tlus toad sKiIl be annesed to the present 
act.—V A passage thi lugh the Austrian ler- 
ntoriea shall be 4 rautcfl t ) the Russian tmops 


comtdg from Cattaro, from the Kingdom o.f 
Italy to the Nieper Thete troops 
march by battalions, with arms, baggagd, * 
and artilfeiy Every requisite aid shall be' 
affoidedthun, and an anangement lelativb*' 
to their subsistence shall be settled betwCeR 
the Courts of Petersburgh and V leiina —Vl* 
The difficulties w hith arose in the extcutlon 
of the treaty of Presbnrgh being done away 
by the icstitution ot the Mouths ol the Cat- 
taro, the r mpeior ol the Fiench engages, 
that the lortre»s ot Bi lunan shall be eva¬ 
cuated by his troops and those of his allies, 
which foitress shall be cUliveied tothe Aus¬ 
trian troopi ore month U the latt st alter the 

cxchsnge ot the t iiifications-VII T ho 

piescnt convention shall be i‘*iificd a-i scon 
IS possible, and the ratihcitions shall be ex¬ 
changed in one month at the latest, at 
Pat s. 

rRFNcir CoMMFRcrvi- Dfcrpp, Signed 
Nviolion, and daltd at toafainh/eau, 
Nov 13, f607 

We, Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
Kingot It ily, and Piotectoi ot the Confede¬ 
ration of the Rhine, upon the Report of our 
Mmistci of 1 in, uce, h ive decreed, and do 
ckcree as follows—Art I The enaettrents 
ot oui Impel lai Decree ot the 6th August, 
1507, aie apphctble to the cargoes ot veasds 
which may anive lu the month of the We- 
♦■ci, those ai tides of merchandize, there- 
foie, specihed in the Zdcirticleof the said de¬ 
cree, shall b-» seized and conflscaftd, and Ult 
colonial pioduc shall be accompanied by 
certificates ol oiigin delivered by our com- 
meicial comintssmes at the diflcient ports 
whete tluj wtie tiken on bond -Alt II 
Oin comiiifuid conimissaiicS shall not con¬ 
fine themselves, in their ceitihcates, merelv 
to ittist, from the colonics ot Bnglaiid, nor 
ficmbcr commcicc, they shall also point 
out uit place of their origin, the pai>ers 
which h ive hecii submitted to tlicm m sup¬ 
port of the dcclantion made to tfiem, and 
the name of the ship on board which thev 
have bv-en Qiigmillj tiansported from tie 
place whcie they were produced, to that 
whci e the commiss tries reside T hey shaU 
address duplicates of their ceil he ate, to the 
Dircctoi General of the* Customs—Alt III, 
All ships which, rffter having touched at any 
Biitish porU on my account whatever, shall 
atnve in the nioaili < f the Elbe and of the 
Weser,‘■hsll be sc i/ed and confiscated, to- 
gethci with their cargoes, without an) ex- 
ce, tion or distinct on of produce or mere hai - 
di/c —-Alt IV The captains of ships ant* 
ving in the niouth of the Elbe ot of the Wt 
sf ’• must roak'* dcf J I'pt'on fo tiie chief o/li* 


( 
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of imperial custom* on that station, as aj^ent'oessaiy for vin&eatioft the honour of 
of ae place from which they siilcd, as well his Ciown, ano proeuriOff fopatation and ia- 
Mof those which they touched at, and shill tisfaUion,'his Maiesty therefore is pleased, 
to hup tlieu manifi^sto, bills of lading, by and with the adviee of hts Pnyy Council, 
ae^ papers apd registers When tlic captain to order,^and it is hereby ordered, that gene- 
skali have sigred this der hr'ition, and dcli* ral reprisals be granted against the ships. 


irered up bis papeis, the custom-house ofR- gtnds, and subjects, of the htuperor of all 
oefa shall interrog'ite the sailors, one by one, the Russias (save and except any vessels to ‘ 


in pKsence ot two head collectors, it it ap- 
p^r, from this examination, that me ship 
has touched at an English poit, beside the 
seizure and confiscation of the ship and car' 
gd, the capt nil, as well as those of the sai- 
fo^, who, upon their exiiiiination, have 
mpde a false declaration, shall be m'ldc pri¬ 
soners, an^ shall not be liberated till after 
pm mg a sura of six thousand francs by way 
of penalty for the captain, and a iuniof 500 
fritics fbreich of the arrested sailui s, in ad¬ 
dition to the penalties lucuircd by those who 
falsify their sen papers and regisieis—Art. 
V. Inhe advices and mfoimalion communi¬ 
cated to tile director of our customs lesident 
at Hamburgh, excite suspicions with rega d 
to the origin of the cargoes, they sh ill be pro¬ 
visionally deposited ip uaiehouses ttl! it h is 
been ascertained nod decided, th it tliiM-omc 
neither from l^tigland nor fiom hei colonies 
■—Art VI. The line of officers ot ilw cus- 
toQisibrmed upon the hibc, and the fiontiets 
of Holstein, shall be augmented by 1()() men 
Tim director general ot out customs shnll 
give the nflcpssnry ort^pi s tor pi icing over¬ 
seers detachecLfi om that line at the pot u si¬ 
tuated on the mouth of the Wcsei, and foi 
their exercising the strictest ii» jiection of 
all ships which shall approich —Ait VII 
The inspectors of customs, are aHthoiised to 
make visits to the Isle of Netiwetk, and (o 
the "^ats, or other hule isles situated iii the 
'tnoutlis of the Elbe and Wezer —Art VIIL 
The commandants of troops of tlie Jmc, jnd 
of the Gens d’Arnierie, are bound to lend 
their aid to these inspectors, as often as they 
•hall be required to do so by the chief custom 
Rouse ofheeis of the district —Art IX Our 
ministers of war and finance, aie cliarged, 
each 111 bis own department, with the exe¬ 
cution of tilts deefee 


which his Majesty's licence has been grant¬ 
ed, oi which have bdfen directed to be re¬ 
leased from the embaigo, and have uot since 
arrived at any foreign port), so that as well 
his Majesty's fleets and ships, as also all other 
ships and vessels tliat shall be commission- 
ated by letters of marque or general reprisals, 
oi otherwise, by bis Majesty s Commission¬ 
ers for executing the office of Loid High Ad¬ 
miral of Gicat Britain, si ill and may law¬ 
fully seize all ships, vessels, and goods, be¬ 
longing to the Empeioi of all the Russias, 
01 his subjects, or otheis inhabiting within 
the territories, of ttie Emperor of all the 
Russias, and bring the same to judgment m 
an) ot the Com is ct Admiralty within bis 
M ijcsty s dominions, Ac Ac Ac 

Jv ST MC \ — Resolutions, passed unammtmsfy 
/ / tn House of /i’tstmily, on the ‘iXjthoJ 
Oit 1307, rr'atut fo tht dishisscd state 
oj the Col my, and tsh^nally to the 
tion Act passed Iyt/u lost Parliament 
RisjLVfU 111 ttlicAct ot thelmpe- 
inl Parli micut lor abolishing tht Slive'lrade 
i‘piL^nant with eviU to this islind, milita¬ 
ting not only agiiti t Its geiicnl welfare and 
interest, but litre itening its total dest**uctiou 
as a British West India Colon) —Ehat de¬ 
priving this extensive md )tt unsettled island 
of the inrans of a supply ot labourers from 
Afiicj, to cultivate the soil, raustbeevetip 
fuillv luinous to the piopiietors and othera 
interested in it, many industiious and enter¬ 
prising scttleis, wiio have braved the diffi- 
t ulties and h irdihips, always attendant on 
infant establishments in the intenor and 
m< untainous situ itions, will, wttli their fa¬ 
milies, ba reduced to poverty and wretched- 
m ss, and, when these settlements ai e absn- 
tloned by their present inhabitants, they will 
igain be< ome the haunts and fastnesses of 


Russia A.XD rwot AND ——Order of Cdiin 
eU for general tipnsaU •against Russia 
Dec. IS. teoi' 

AttbeCoort atWmdeor, the'^'lbtbof 
Dec. Ib07, present the King’s Most Exrel- 
Lnt Majesty In Council. His Msjesty bav- 
I'g tiken into consideration the injuiious 
a lu hostile proceeding of the Empeiui of all 
th Ui.s lai, as set forth in the Dvxl ir’iiioa of 
th s si It issued by his Majesty's coaiinand, 
ard b'’ >. u tcimmed to take such meusuies 


diiiflected and rebellious negroes. « * » 
llfat propertieAin possession of mortgagee*, 
rcc<»iver«, gmrdians, audothen, tmisl short¬ 
ly'fall a siuihce to tins psriiainentaiy regnla- 
tiou, because, from then peculiar eifeum- 
stanres, tb j cannot be su])plied with la- , 
bourers, the result of whnh will be, to de¬ 
prive a nuneious descnpiion of persons’, 
from the csrhest shle of mfan^, to tfm 
mo^t advanced and helpless ages, of the com¬ 
mon means of education and suppoit—'H** 
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committee fbtb^r, at preieau t»animadvert | eifiirft'wbidi have been oft^e the African 
fmtboron the injustice and impolicjr of that nfefchant and iletdn to England, the fm* 

part of the act wMeh relates to the abolition poftation of slaves in the current year h« 

of the slave trade. The British Fhfliament been so considerable, as to have prodac^>, 

has so enacted it! But the act contains of'the negro dOties, a surplus of nt^r 

clauses, foreign to the avowed pUr{ioses of 432,000 after deducting the estimate fog 

the law, whi^ are calculated to establish the year, and that it is probable, that the 

measures of interiial regtilatiou, subversive duties which will ai isc from the negroes re-^ 
*of the local rights and legisLittve authority of cently imported, and those which afe ex> 

this island; * * r^ugnant to its coio« pected to arrive before the day limited for 

nial iav^g long existing, and founded upon the termination of the trade, will amount to 

wise policy, and most humane considera- a further sum of 4’20,000 making'about 

tionSi And that the Act of this Island of <i 50,000 appropriable to the expence of the 

the 15 Geo. 111. cap. 18, for regulating the establishment of theiskiid, or towards ro> 

roanumis-iion of negroes, is directly counter- deeming the island papers, which are out- 
acted by the operation of the clause alluded standing, and which amount to £260,000, a 
to—^That the act blends two distinct objects considerable pait beating interest at eight 
tire one having an exteiml ojjeration upon’ percent ; but, iidmediately after the first 
our commerce and trade, whirii was the ob- day of March nexf, that resource will be iu- 
ject lust professed by the partisans of the tirely cut olF. Th.it another ptoluctivo 
naeasurc} the other, liom the vaiions altera- branch of the island revemie, the hind uax, 
tions which the act has undergone, and in introduced to meet tlie heavy debt occasion- 
which the original principles were departed ed by the Maroon war, and other martial 
frOm,‘ having an internal and unjj^st opera- laws, cannot be relied upon lo come in aid ' 
tion, by interfering with, and being subver- of our exigencies to the usual evtent, since 
sue of, laws which are to regulate the inter- the uncultivated lands ire now iendured of 
nal government of the colony •, the enacting no value to the propi lotors j the stamp du« 
of which has long and unifoiinly been assert- ties will also, reccgs.irily, be dmiinished; 
edby this island, and iccognized by the pa- and the operation of the deficiency law wiU 
rent state. * * * * be Unas ailing, with respect to the objects ei- 

That, as the original settlers of this island therot policy or revenue, Mnce the leirip^a- 
were free British subjects, many of whom tion which induced sc ttiers to come to, or 
assisted in the cooque''t of It from Sfuin, it to continue in, the island, will no longer 
is manifest that they brought with them all exist tlu* natural conseqhcnce of which tvill 
the tights and prwileges ot Biitons: that be, that the white mintia must inevitably be 

the native spirit of tieedoni, which distin- considtrably diminished.-Tli.it, in pur- 

guishes Biilisl) subjecis, is also ilie cbaiacte- suing the inquiry into the causes which Ikiv© 
n tic of bis Majesty's loyil inhabitants of occasioned the reduction of the value of the 
Jamaicarj and that every dtteinpt to abridge, staple coniniodi'ifs of this island in tlio Bri- 
or interfere with, the coionint lights of this tish markets, the commit'eo find that much 
island, have been constantly tcsisted. The light has been thrown cn.the subject by re- 
arbitrary measures, in the reign of Charles cent publications, which have been widely 
If. to impose the lush fo-m of legislation circut,ifrd, and by the leport of acotnmittee 
'’,11^011 this country; (he many subsequent en- of the Imperial Parliament, made the Lst 
deavours to substitute the King’s instruc- session, after very lull inquiry.——As these 
tions for laws of this island; to raise money publications, and that ie[Kirt, a^eaccompa- 
without the concui rence of the people’s re* nied by, and grounded on, ofhcial documents, 
piesentativesj have ever beCn resisted, and, and the most respecnable < vidence, the Cofu- 
we trust, Will never be submitted to by thla mittce cons der it unnecessiry to enter on an ' 
colony.—That pTsoos in this island, charged investigation of facts, now not cotitioa*iied, . 
wUh offences against the abolition act, are . and think they arejne fied m reporting that ’ 
nut, as in Gieat Britain, liable to be tried »the following appc.ir tie piticipal c>uses 
only in Cmirts of Record,^ but these offencev which have p ''0 luced the exnen * dcpiei'ia- 
are mad 5 a iso cogn-zibje in the Couit of jtion of our principal staple, ‘Ug'r; J‘t,Tfe 
' Vice Admiralty, alihiHigb cfunmitied »n the depinture from what has been usually called 
intcTiorot theCouutr, winch enactment is the rule of the war of tyaC, buivvWcb, in * 
at: absolute disrr..ncl!isenient of the colonist, fact, W'as e.s'3b]ished king before that pyriud, 
by depriving him of ins birth right, the trial and decided, " that a nentral had no light to . 
by ju^.—Thati in r^ga d to the resources of deliver a belligerent from the pressure of 
theislaud, it appears that, from the last great enemies’ hostilitigs, by trading with his 00©'' 
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ionie$ in time of ymr, in any manner which an intercourse which would have required 
was prohibit in time of peace.’* 2d. The the most decided and regular protection. He 
peculiar relaxations of this rolcj by the or- is teqoired to saciifice his all to the preser* 
tiers issued to the piize-conrts, in the years vatiuu of what is c<tll.:d the navigation sys- 
1704 and 1798 , respectively, which, with tern. Of that system he admits the wisdom 
Vj^ry ti’ifling modifications, continue tore- and general utility; but he humbly submits, 
gulate the decrees ot those important tribu- that it should be supported at the common 
nals. 3d. The geographical position of the ex pence of tltedmpire; and roust be per- 
ports of the l''’nited States of Noith Atneri- roitted todoubt the justice of relaxing it for ’ 
ca, the neutral powei cliiefly engaged in car- temporary purposes, in favour of other dass- 
rying the produce ot the enemies’ West In- C'., and tigidiy entorcidg it against him alone, 
din Colonies, whirh tenders (he few restrie- when nut merely occasioning expence and 
lions yel retained by ibo last-mentioned or- incomememc, but ovei whelming him with 
ders to be hardly an uicom enience, as they 1 uin. 7 th 'I'be inadeqetney of the demand 
are got o\cr by systematic fraud and jjeiju- for the use of Great iiritain and Ireland,, 
ry. 4th.'I he easy expence, iiiiU security compared with the prodtu lion of thecolo- 

witli which, by means ol this fiaudulcnts}s nies, uhich must, under the existing laws, 

stem of iicntrality, the sugai s ot tlie enemies’ be can ied and tit posited there, whether there 
colonics are tiansported to the European shall or shall not be a prospect of exporta- 
niarkets, it having been pioved that, for tion. The excess of impoiNation, above the 
freight and insurance alone, the llritisli consumption of the United Kingdom, is 
planter piys for every hundred weight of nearly two-fifths of the whole quantity, or 
sugar, cfinveycd through the jiarent state to above 100,000 hogtiheads of sugar'; but the 

the ports of Holland, or the North of Eu- loss of two-fifths of the gross produce of liis 

rope, 8s. I’d. sterling, and to the Medilier- estate will *be far from the measure of the 
rauean, 12'>. Od more than attaches on the planter’s damage, tlic remainder can never 
goods ,of the Fiench or Spanish cultivator, bear a fair price, whilst (be quantity in the 
carried in neutral bottoms to the same mar- market so tar exceeds what the consumer 
kets. 5th The restrictions on importation requires. Which excess and depression are 
into the continental ports, fiom the power increased by encouraging a licensed inter'* 
and’'influence of the Fiench dominuion, course with the Island of St. Domingo or 
whilst the temptation to resist or evade it, is Hayti. 8th, The excessive duties which 
taken away by the abundant supply brought continue to be levied on this staple now 
tinder the nculral flag. flth. A rigid eii- bearing no proportion to the price, falling 
forcement df the navigation system against nearly, if not wholly, on the grower, and 
the British colonists, at the time when ir was not as has lieen at all times intended or pro- 

tliought expedient to grant relaxations m fessed, on the consumer.-^To these may 

favour of neutrals and enemies. The agri- he adiied the discouragempnl to the planters 
culture of the colonies of the latter has been by the consumption, in the navy and other- 
encouraged by a monopoly of the demand wise, of foreign braudies and spirits, the use . 
from the United States of America, and by ef which might be in a great measure super- 
having their produce transported under the ceded by rum. A policy infringing the sys- 
sat» and cheap protection ot the neuti a{.fiag, tern ot reciprocal monopoly, and aggravating 
to eveiy market where it was in request, distress, which more liberal conduct towards ' 

The Biitish jilanter, without funds ot credit the colonics might have alleviated.-Con- 

in the mother country, w here his staple was filming upon cotfee a duty, amounting to a 
of no value, has been restrained from barter- prohibition, in place of endeavouring to 
ing any part of his sugar, in exchange for bring this wholesome beverage into general 
thjs lumbei and fisli which could not be dis- use must be a just subject of coropuint to 
peused with, which his rum was unequal to tlie uiluibitanis of this island, and must by 
ea^isfy, and for vvliith, often, it would not be the committee be adverted to, as affecting 
received, whilst it has been shewn that na ^he price of an important staple, wliich may 
othet resources were left. He lias been soon be excluded from the couiinentabmar- 
called upon td send to the Ameripn inatket ket, through the only channel open to the 
such produce as he wished to sell or barter grower.—But the overwhelming distress of 
there in British bottoms, but no convoys the sugar-planter, swallows up all inferior 
Jbavc been appointed, no facilities given to and loss pressing evils'. 

fl'o he coniieuedj 

~ IVntcd by Co’s and BdylisT'No' 7.s. Great Qoe^ Street, and published t>y'R. Bagnhaw, Biyd^es Streerj, 
Coy«.At Gaiden, where fennet Nojiibers wiaybe had } sold algo by J. BuJd, Ctowttand Mure, Pefl-Mdll. 
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^ •« tht IstXoluniLot his Oistorjof thiRtlelli n, p i)"*, siiti , that, “ T\hcMth< fictaus 

members of th House of C mmtns s niel r hivt sn^ thin., piss ll e I'uist vtliish tluj kaielwmlil 
meet witlupjKs tion, they wouM di ivs up a Pent n totht Psrlnnicnt, ami stiii it to the i fiicnls n the 
countiy to pet ii si<i td, and hit npht it up to the Pirl untnt by is m my is tou 1 b prtv i td upon tt do it 
Ihcirwdvwi t) priparc a Pititon, sery mod t nd dHi*ul for (he f rm, aid fortht imtttr, not vtry 
Unrdisoriabie , md to ct nimunieire it at seme Pubhe Met m,, yvlieie liieftwas taken it should be n 
cnved With appt hi on ihe subsciiption <f a \try kw h J tills I the paper ibi If, where the Pvtitoii 
'1*^1,^***^*’”’ ^ 'bests were innsxet tsi the iseeptiiiii if t^eminilier, shshptse 

alithecielt, in I pftcured alltheesiunteiianse to the unlitil in; When n niu (itu ie o hantP wa jii- 
cured the Pt i m itself was cut otl, and i new oik ft tin I, i tiblcte tl i lesij n in band, md an- 
iiexsdtothel n List of N imes whith w-re subiti I Ji tin t tnitr By th s means, luiny me i tjuiid 
tncir hinds atstribtd to Petitions of w iich they bstuie h td never 'i ii • 

00 - - - - [65 

SUM\lARlf OFPOflllCS lioin lilt T?title to th ireliispont, ate unilti 

Pfaci -Rutfiours ot Peite lining Jus iii oliiie ii il mint ili ii umtiotil, Ln^- 

bten atlo t for some (In , md thttc h my I 1 ml ilnu (bn tin It t of bwcleii 
a tdk, dtnoiiyst the ouMdi fion, of roma hii ii^ kmnin) of til 1 iirope, nmauiiiu 
1114 IVtitioub fill Pe It , I 'lidll oflei to tl e truly mdt pend nt of Itis powet Such is 

rtatkr what pie ents itstlf to my ni d up- the t ite t f llmigs md, m oielei fo fnm i 

on the subjiet-Whetlmi ibbc tine, ur j id'imnt is to win, ought to be our teinn 

Iilse, ill It the late inUicourse withlntue or pm e, if now mile, we must fust eonsi- 

and Ilollmd, tbiough the means of the der, whu ne theprobihlt views of Nipoleon 
Au'ttnn LmbassUiti md Ins nicsstngers, le peeling os He his aonqneieddll En- 
relitte to pioposils for iKgotHtion , whethei tope, Pii lind cveepted, and, it is m the 

If be artu illy the c ise, that the medi ition of nitnre of tinbifion, never to lesl, until it 

Austria Ins been offeied to Lnghnd, and le- t m go no fut thf i Iht neirer, too, that it 

fused by bei mmisteis, upon the ground of ippryachts its utmost limits, the nioie c’ ,cr 

Austin htisdf not being mdcp ndent, wlic- it becomes llmshncwe const uitly seen 

ihti those ministers have dtrlainl, th it they it, in the rise befor^e us long ago was 

will iiLfOtiite only with Irma, dneetlv, Nipoleon sj tumly stated, his power so de- 

and, mtieipaiing the deminds of Napoleon, cidedlv gieab r than tint of any olhe'i prnicj 

h ive expressed the laudable determin it ion of in Emope, lint, if secuuty and supt iioiity 

ticvei '•nfleiingI ngland sincient iijjbtsupon would hive satishtd him,|perf(ctly satisfied 

the St IS to beeome mitttr of d sciission in he must hive betn ffit, we hive seen, 

the in mgement of any treaty, to which I’nt his eigeiness foi conquest has increased 

Iiigluul shall be one of the p 11 ties wlie- with his success, and we now see him 

thei any pait, or all, or n(iit,of this be giisping, in eveiy dir<^,tion, to add to that 

tiut, I do not pieltnd to know , nor vvoiud power, whichseemsalmostmcapibieofie- 

ijkninvle Ige, in tlntiespiet, be of any use teifmg in adihtion Ufion 'wb# ground, 

tow I's tnabhngmt lo toiin my jud^mtnt then, cm a iv man pietend to hope, that 

upon the question of peia, seeing that no- he does not wish to conquei England ; and 

thing tint tn be Slid, or tonlempjated, that hehis not lesolvcd upon the conquest * 
by ilie ntgotntiij puties, tin alter the England, without the (onquest ot whom 

reilstueot ihm„s, as it iiotoiiously exists many of his other conifiiests aio insecure, 

lhi» stite of tilings is descnbcd in ver^ England, whose eximp'e, if left ind.pfn- 

ftw words Nipulcon has conquered the d ut, might and would, be so troi blesome 
’continent ot hiiopc Ihe tliiee states* to him, Lnglind ot uhoTi, foi so minv 

Russii, Austrn, and Prussia, wno ictamr ret ons, he heir j 1 di u'ly bitted, Lnglind, 

then formei inn t sand sovereigns, and who yho lias, in all times, been the nval of 
are not actually governed by his gene'ils and* ' Trance, *1 nghnd, bt tween whom and 

his troops, are, nevertheless, not mdepen- Iimcc, it is now, iti tue presence of all 

dent. but are, and must be, compelled to intions, 1 contest, which slnll hirt liter be 

do what.,oever it may please him to tom looked upon as tin fast intionmthc world’ 

mind them to do, and, of course, toinjnc. Upon what ground, then, f ask, is it, that 

as far as they have the power of injuring, any one ran pictmd to hope, that lie does 

ibis courtly , whileIdl the mantime states, not senously mtditatc the conquest of Rn^ 



C7] POLITICAL REGISTER.—/’eocf, [69 


l.'incl; and that, while he lives, there is anfr 
thing but an exertion of our power that will 
give us a chance of escaping the fate of Hol¬ 
land and Portugal ?-If there be noground 

■ for hoping, that this is not the case, the ad- 
' vice 'of the Morning Chronicle, to wit, 
that*we should bring down our minds to the 
new stale of thin"> in the world j and that 
we should no longer be unhappy, because 
we cannot bo so great as forineily ; this ad- 
’ vice is perfectly uselesstf for, there is no 
sort of .submission, no degree of IinmiliaLion 
or disgrace, short of absolme .slavery, that 
would satisfy Napoleon, who has left us but 
thi.s simple alternative, to be the greatest 
nation or no nation at all.-With this al¬ 

ternative before ns it is that we.must make 
peace with him, if we make any peace at all ■, 
lor, whether in peace or in war, he will 
speedily pursue his object; and, if it be true, 
that he now speaks of peace, with an inten¬ 
tion of making a treaty, it is only because he 
thinks th.at a treaty, such as he hnpes'tornake 
with ns, would answer his piirpfj,sc, at this 
time, belter than an uninterrupted continua- 

lion of the war.-I’herefore, in naaking a 

peace with him, we should ressolve not to 
sufter him to profit from .such peace to our 
annoyance. He has the land, and we have 
the sea. If he would restore Holland, Den¬ 
mark, Portugal, Spain, and Naples to a real' 
independence, then wc might agiec to 4 rela.v 
in the exercise of onr maritime power ; but, j 
if he be inflexible as to *hc prc.scrvingcf liis j 
controul over the states upon the coast of the 
continent, we should be inflexible in our 
resolution so to exercise our power, in peace, 
as to prevent the fesouvees of tho.se states 
from being turned against us at the renewal 

of a war.--I do not pretend to l.ay down 

what ought to be the preci.se rondifions of a 
treaty with him j but, it appears to me, 
that, as long as he holds controui ove^.^the 
.states aboviPnicntioned, we never should suf¬ 
fer any ship of war of those states to .sail 
upon the sea ; and further, that we should 
make it ground of war, it, in any of those 
states, ships of war were known to be erect¬ 
ing. 1 know I .shalPbe toM, that, to insist 
upon icrins like these would be to say, that 
w'e Will not have peace ; bui, my answer 
t.s, that terms like tlie.se we must have, or 
wc have only (hi.s choice left, go to war 
again ill a year or be conquered ; and, go to 
war, loo^ in a much worse relative *hnii.ition 

then we now' arc.-The late orders of 

council, though breathing'a low luickuter-like { 
langu.'ige, h.ive, as I predicted they w'onld, ' 
produced tcirible ahrni and distress in many 
of the countries under the dominion, or coii- 
troul, of franc If this system be perse¬ 


vered in for a year or tw'o, It will become 
settled} it will e.fl’ect a revolution in men’s 
minds with regard to that maritime domi¬ 
nion, which* W’c shall be perceived to pos¬ 
sess in reality as well as in name. It, there¬ 
fore, behov,e.s Napoleon to stifle this system 
in its birth } not to let it have a fair trial ; 
to get rid of it, fora while at least, by a 
peace. Against this device onr ministers 
ought to be upon their guard.-The “ Pe¬ 

titions for Peace,” of which the Morning 
Chronicle talks .so miuli, will, I .suppose, 
bear a pretty faitliful resciribl.aticc, in their 
origin, to those petitions so well described 
by Lord Clareiidon, in tlie passage taken for 
my motto tolliis sheet: anil, then, all that the 
ministers will have to do, i.s, to send out their 
scouts to obtain a-i liesses, brcatliing senti¬ 
ments exactly the revcise of tho.se expressed 
in the petitions. But, 1 am ijuite at a loss 
to foresee what the petitioners can possibly 
say at this time, upon the subject. To 
beseech the king to^nake peace upon s.nfe 
and honourable terms is evidently useless, 
because he expresses his anxions wi.sh to do 
that, and because, moreover, that will leave 
him to judge of what terms arc safe and l.o- 
nour.ible. To beseech him to make peace 
upon any tenn.s tli.at Napoleon choose,, to dic¬ 
tate, they w ill hardly vent ore J and, tliere- 
ibre, I cannot see what they can say that 
will have any sense or meaning in it. If, 
indeed a negoeiaiion were begun, and i: 
was understood, for iiist.ance, that we con*, 
tended for the pisssossion of the C.-ipe of Good 
Hope, or the re-possession ofiJaiioverby 
the Elector, and that all other m iliars wen* 
.nriiUiged } then, to petition tlie king to give 
up the point, in order that peai e miglit be 
uvstored, would have some seii-se in it ; but 
there can be no scn.se in a vague applii ation 
to him to" restore the blessings of pc.nee,’' 
without knowing, or pretending to know, 
any thing of the obstacles which stand id the * 
way of accomplishing that idijcct, vvhiili, 
beforehand, he assures them, he has nio..t 
anxiously-at heart, fndeid, it is, I think, 
evident enough, that under the pre.sent cir- 
cums^nnce.s, to send up petitions fc.r 
peace,” as they are called, must be consider¬ 
ed as a mere party device; a mere attempt of 
tl|t* f>u/s to annoy the twv, and to les.sen their 
own personal disgrace by'dividing it with a 
portion of tbq people, not many of whom. 
However, will, I should think, be willing 

to become their tools.-The Morning 

Chronicle, which is the herald of the Whig 
politics, has requested the public to niaik 
well, and to bear.in mind, that Mr. Can¬ 
ning has said, in his ai^wer to the Russian-* 
deciuratioD, that ** the^st negodation was 
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broken off iipon point?, ifi which England 
was not ininnediately interested.” Well, 
and what then ? It might be shameful 
enough to break off the negoriation upon 
such points ; hut, to whom does the shame 
belong? To the ministrv lhai in pnvor 
certainly j and that mini>.:iy vas t-\;mpo'eJ 
of those w!io are now ; at of power. But, 
do we not remember, thiU lh.it minisliy, liy 
the hand of Mr. Pus, do).!.-.!--.!, they 
never would make pn.ice, wnliont obtaining 
the restoration ol H.mover, whieh, according 
to Lord Grenville’s expression, " ought to be 
as dear to us as Hampshire ?” And yet, they 
have now the assurance, to endeavour to raise 
a clamour for peace, and to excit<? a prejudice 
against their rivals, as being re.Milved to 
withiiold that .blessing from the country, 
without any regard to the terms, upon which 

it might be obtained.-In this clamour, 

however, some of the party will hardly 
join; and, I think, that I here perceive, 
tlie approach, not of* the fall, but of the 
complete annihilation, of Wljiggism, w'hich 
has existed for about one hmidied and forty 
ye.irs, to tlie infinite injury of Englniul. 
Amreican Stas es (continued from page 

.')4.)-The following is given, in tlie 

Amencau papers, of tlu- tjih of Decaiih. r, as 
the supposed substance of Mr. Canning’s note 
to Mr. Munrne, respecting the aff’air of the 

Chesapeake.-“ Mr, C.'inning's answer 

** Mr. iNlonri'e is said to stale ; th.il the Hri- 
tish (hnernmcnl b-.is alway.s ci.'inied and 
exercised the light to take IJiiiidi !,tamiu 
wherevifr found ; t'lal ncrordirj tonio- 
dern usages of civilized nation.s, nalion.il 
“ iT'^'scl', v’L-re not liable to search; lhal s'!re,it 
" Britain will conferm (« this u“-;\;e; th.it for 
" the atf.iir of the Chc.s.gn-ak" reparation 
“ will be made, and a min.ste.-to the 
“ Lbiited Slates for that purpoa*. No hint 
“ js given as to the nature or exUi.t of ihe 
“ reparation. O.i the contrary, it is ex- 
“ pressly stated, ihat the claim of the A-iie- 
'* rican Government to reparation is lossen- 
“ edby therefasai to deliver up their men, 
*' and by the Pre..sident’s Proclamation, 'ootli 
" of which are ciinsiJered as ac's of ho.s- 
" tility on our pari. Ihat the minister sent 
" to the United States w’ouhl be expressly 
instructed not to blend with the .affair^of 
the Chesapeake either the improsstnent of 
" seamen, or any other subject-of dif- 
*' ference between the two couiUrios. The. 
letter is in a style more Ifcughty than 
conciliatory, and calculated rather to in- 
" crease than lessen the sentiment of in- 
dignation so generally excited by the un- 
principled conduct of Great Britain to- 
wards neutrals genemlly, and j',artlc..*iarly 


“ toward.s the United St.ites.”---rThere is 
no saying how far this may be correct; but, 

I llitnk, it is very likely to be'tolerably so 
and, if that be the case, the Note not 
much in it that is objectionable. “^Greabii 
“ Britain” has wot always claimed .an4 ex¬ 
ercised the right in question ; Great Bri- 
" t.'iin” has Picvir cxerciicd it; but Eng¬ 
land bis boll) claimed and exercised it; • 
an-'k w'liy she should not do it now, I can 
see no reason, except it be found in her 
union with Scotland, and. in her having 
foolishly adopted a nickname, when under 
the rule of the Whigs of former times. 
Who would not laugh at the French, if they 
were to call their country ” Great Gaul ?” 
Wo have now got a nr me making,, toge¬ 
ther with that of the king, a long lawyer¬ 
like piece of tautology, that is perfectly ri¬ 
diculous.-That the Americans should call 

Mr. Canning’.s style “ haughty,” is not'at 
all .surprizing ; for, they would be satished 
with nothing short of licking their feet j 
that Is to say, inile.ss they found ns seriously 
bent upon relenting their insolence and in¬ 
justice.-The l eceipt of newspapers from 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, have enabled me to 
furnish the people of I’.ngkv.id with some 
specimens of tl:e mild, uijolFcnding, and 
peaceiur' conduct of iho Americans; 
and, 1 .should hope, that these specimens 
would have ,i powerful tendency towards 
producing a right way of thinking, w'itli 
icsjx.'ct to Ihe drspoVilion of jbe Americans, 
in eicry Mnglir.hriinn, the editor of thn 
JMoruing Chmiiclc S'lcly excepted. In the 
inonih of Scpioinbcr Irial, a mutiny took 
pi ICO on board the Engli^h frigate, iheJA- 
.sorr, I'jpt, Cochraiio, th'Ti being in the 
liai Ijour of New 1 ork. The principal mu- 
tiucti.s v.'crc tried, al Halifax, on the 'iflh 
of tint month, and two of them were ex- 
c"t.Bed, lU'cuidiijg lo their sentence.' I will 
lira give an account of what then took 
place, as published in the Halifax paper of 

the 1.3ih. of October.-“ Yesterday 

j " morning at 8 o’clock, William Catou 
I " and Momjsey Tinning, two of the unfor- 
“ tunate men, who were sentenced to death 
" on the 27 tli. nit. lor Mutiny on board of 
Hi.s Maje.sty’s frigate Jason, w'cre execut- 
“ ed at the fore-yard arm of that ship. 

" Campbell, Bone, Brown and Denen, 

“ ali.is.Matthews, then also sentenced to 
” dc.ath, were respited alter they bad as- 
“ cended the platform.—As a justification 
of their conduct, these men had agreed 
“ together to persist in .a charge of cruelty 
" against their officers, under the idea that 
" such a conduct, would excite sp conipas- 
" sion ite an interest in their favor, as wohid ' 
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“ iiliirantoly lead to tlicir pardon j and bO 
general had been the compa'-sion excited, 
that a petition had been pri-'cnlid in their 
*' behalf by the iVlariiiu Humane t'l.cietv. 

•' Tht*lr oxeculinii \\:i5 In CDii'a.ci’.Koef dc- 
' layfi'd.and the stri<:U'‘;le!)(|tiiiics iii.siitoled, 

‘‘ viiiJiil the ComniaiiJi 1 in chiet luu! hecumc 
so fully .satiitied oi'the lal-chood <jt ilie 
ebarges, and ol' t!i - '■jreat cinnirialily ol 
Cafon and I'iiimn;’. in pailiciilar, 
mercy could not, wiilionr injury to the 
"'service, be extended to them. Just as 
** these men were lentthe cabin to as- 
" cend the platform, the whole six, cxpcct- 
" ing to stiller, buiM into tears, and, addrc.ss- 
" ing the ivverciidgentlemen who attended 
them, s.aid, “ they could not bear to go 
out of the world with a lie in their mouths. 
That the clurge.s' they had -.tated against 
tlicir ollicers \t ere not true, and had only 
been made Iry them, in lufpes to exeile 
compassion.” 'I'hey ref]nestcd iliose gen- 
** tlemen to commit to writing, this, their 
dying declaration, and they would all 
" sign it. This was accordingly done, and 
having been favored with it, it is with 
" the utmost satisfaction wc communicate 
" it to the public. They ahso at the awful 
" moment of their departure, declared, 
that they, with the men recommend- 
ed to mercy, bad combined to criminate 
*' their officers. They n.sked pardon of their 
" officers for their injurious conduct in as¬ 
persing their charactets, and exhihiicd the j 
strongest mr.rks of penitence and con- 
" trition.” | 

CoJiJhsion. I 

*' We, the unciGTsigned, most solemnly j 
" declare, before the flcv. i)r. Stanser, .and ! 
" the Rev. George Wright, as wc bhall au- 
" swer at the day of judgment, that we 
** have never been tyrannically or ill treated 
" by Capt. Cochrane, or any of the o^- 
" cers of hi.s majesty’s ship Ja.son; but, dn 
" the contrary, have alw.ays met with good 
" usage, and have nothing to complain of. 

“ As witness our hands this 12ih day of 
Oct. ISO/.—Wm. Caton,ThomasCnrnp- 
" bell, Peter Bond,, his mark, Moyn- 
sey Tinning, Robert Denen, alias John 
" MatthfiVl. Patrick Brown, hismaik. 
f< tiVltness. Robert Stanser, (xcorge 
" W’right.’''-^—-—Now 1 proceed to state, 
from the .same antlioiity, that whiih will 
clearly shew, tiini ilic crime, of thbse un- 
f irtunate men, ih.at their ignominious exit 
from litb, and the injuiy done, in this c.sbo, 
toQur navy and onr rauntry, are all to be 
aitribnied to the malice, the in'clence, and 

the m-achery of the Americans.-The 

Jicson w.ab ilic bearer of dispatches for our 


consul ill New York. In order to deliver 
I iho.se dispatches, a boat, with a L'outenant 
•11 d e.giii nn-n in her, wa.s stent on shore, 
blu h.id M ai '.eiv ai i tved at the landing place, 
V. lu ll ^wcr.il Imiulrtds of people, some of 
them hiwvcf.s, assemb'ed on it, and openly 
Invited the l>oai’s crew to desert, telling 
tliein, that " they were now in a land of li- 
“ iierly, wIk-ic they would be protected, 
'* and thill that was the time to shalte otf 
“ tlic gulling yoke of IJriti.sh oppression and 
" slavery," 'I’he sailors, lured by such an 
invilution, and emboldened by the number 
of their new and hind friends, leaped from 
the boat, and were received, by the malig¬ 
nant host, with shouts of applause. I'be 
Lieutenant, however (whose name, I re- 
,,rei, does noi aj-pc.u), pursued tlicm, and 
I intiepidly rushing amongst the civilized sa 
vages, seized two of his men j and, in spite 
of the imprecations and threats that resound¬ 
ed from every quai ter, dragged them to his 
boat, and thus returnml to the frigate. But, it 
soonafterwanlsiippearcd, that this was biuthe 
first germ ol ;hat mutiny, the seeds of wliich 
hail been artfully .sown on board the frigate, 
by the Americ.ins. who had been adniiitrd 
alongside in the pilot and pro\ ision boats. Al¬ 
most the whole of (he crew hecaiiie implica¬ 
ted in a conspiiacy, which w'ent "to the 
" seizing of the ship, and delivering her up 
" to the Americans.’’ The officers, with 3 
courage and prc.sonco of mind, seldom to be 
mei wiih in sucli perfection ,a.s in the British 
X.ivy, frustrated the design, and though the 
shoie WM.S hostile to them, they succeeded, by 
degrees, in seeming the ringleaders. When 
they had done this, the frigate immediately 
sailed for Halifax, leaving behind, however, 
the six seamen, who had been, as above 
mentioned, invited and protected by the 

people of New York.-“ This,” the 

Morning Chronicle may say, " is the ac- 
“ count given by the enemies of ns, adVo- 
" c:.ifes for America.” But, I will give that 
gentleman an article from an Ainericaii 
newspaper, published at Richmond, in Vir¬ 
ginia. on the 2-1 th of July last, just at the 
time when the desertions from our ships at 
Nonfolk, in Virgini.i, led to the affair of the 
Chesapeake; and, without any shutilingand 
eqaivoc.iting, let the Morning Clirooicle 
tell me what he and his faction have to say 

in defence of it.-1 must fii-.t state to the 

rekder, that, in order to assist our officers, 
in their endeavours to put a stop to the de- 
.sertion from the fleet, arising from the base 
inveigling of the Americans, the inhabi¬ 
tants of Halifax had associated* for the pur¬ 
pose of giving rewards to tho.se who would 
apprehend deserterJ. Upon tliis, the follow- 
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ing article, extractcil, as abevc-nientionecl, 
from the American paper, descants, at the 
same time that it exprrsse.? its my at the de¬ 
sertion w'liich prevails.-Riclimiinti, 

“ Viruinia,2-lth July, ISO/.—In this day’s 
paper, the patriot will read with pleasure, 
that the spirit of desertion from the Hri- 
“ fish fleet prevails to a deipvc, trhi'/i 
” threatens their service with liestruitinn. 

'f'he merchants of Halilax, leng f.Miicd 
" for "their hostilit y to the independency and 
prosperity of the I'niteJ .States, have 
“ formed an association to connferact this 
" temper by rewards, i^c. Tlicic vo'nn- 
tary instruments of llie most oppres.sive 
tyranny, the-e advocates for Jnmrin scr- 
“ viludc? and wrelchedncss, haie oiferoil no 
less that ri dollars a man, to iiueuvpt 
“ the victims of power and oppression from 
“ the enjovmeiif oflijrht and bh-'iiy. And 
“ yet, nofwirli'i.mdin:; these clf ;rts, and llie 
“ terrors of I'uni.shment, the love ot lihciiy 
seems to prcv,'.il.—Ifow lono do these ILi- 
“ Hfax as«ociators calcai.ite np^>n the eojov- 
" mcnt of jiviviieges which the/use for such 
“ inhuman purposes? Do they believe he- 
“ rausea'-ailoi isknocUeddown.theng.ay^ed, 
then manaeled, and thus earried on board 
" that little Hell, called a British Man of 
“ ll^ur, he will forget that he once was a 
" member of'a civilized community? that 
he felt, thought, hopeil, and loved, with 
“ the feelings customary to human beings? 

'* ——In what situation will the merchants 
“ of Halifax be, if active and open war shall 
" take place between the United State,s and 
Great Britain ? Sound policy will dic- 
“ late that the British Government should 
“ be deprived of that important .station ? 
“ The inimical conduct of the inhabitants 
“ will decide the queslinn ; and the enter- 
“ prise of our fellow citizens of New Kiig* 

l^nd will soon accomplish the object.-- 

" Yes, Ilalita.x will be remembered ; her 
" iniquities call aloud for vengeance, and 
“ the violated rights of humanity, as well 
“ as national honour, will ha.steii the blow. 

Jf these enemies of human bappine.ss and 
" liberty associate for the perpetration of 
" fiend-like purposes, why may not, wlty 
“ ought not, the philanthropists of the 
“ United Slates to associate for contraty 
*' purposes ' not give rewards and 

” offer induiements to those who are pent 
up in prisons, snore detestaNe than the 
*' realms of Tartarus, to make their escape, 

“ and seek in the land of liberty that asy- 
*' lum which is of 'ered by a free and henc- 
*' volenl people ? By such means the spirit 
(f emanLipatian will be encout aged: ijie 
" tidings tvill Jly like ughtning from ship 


“ to ship, and our foe will le deprived of 

" the means of annoyance. -^^l'he.se things 

“ are ha.sti!y submitted to public coiTsidera- 
" tion ; they will be foaiid i<t merit notice, 
and it is hoped may be piodnctive be-» 
•' nelicial consequences. It will be .strtnge. 

“ indivd, if the United States do not con- 
“ lain as many who willriten their purse to 
“ jjrointjic the happiness of their fellow- > 
" cuMturcs, as are found in Halifax, who 
“ wiii give money to make misery more 

" wrcii hed."-/Vnd this is the “ mild, 

“ tujort'ending, and peaceful people,'* of 
whom Mr. Senator Miirhcll (see the la.st 
Rogbsler) was speaking for six or seven 
liours, on the 27 th of November last. Here 
i.s an openly and i)uljlickly made proposition 
tor rnsing a fund to indn'e, by the means 
of rcw.uds, Kngli.sh "eamcn to de.sert from 
the .service of their country, and violate 
their oaths. Come forth, then, Mr. A. 
of the Morning Chronich', or Mr, James' 
Perry, who has publishcil your letters iu n, 
pamphlet with a prcf.ice of his own, al¬ 
most, if not quite, as stupid as the letters ' 
themselves; comefoilli, Isay, one or both 
of yovi, and tell ns now, whether " the 
“ languapi! of the news-papers of'a countiy 
ought to be Cous'ubri'd as the language of 
“ the government <jt that country." An¬ 
swer ps without re.scrvc j be plain and di- 
icct. None of your cant about “desperate 
“ politicians," and the “ calamities of 
“ war; " but, ansv^-er us this plain ques¬ 
tion ; Do jam, who insisted^ that the lan¬ 
guage of the English news-papers, ought 
to be considered as the language of the En¬ 
glish government, allow, ili.it the language 
of this American news-paper, published 
under tlie Piesident's nose, ought to be con¬ 
sidered as the langnagq of the American go¬ 
vernment ? Tell us, too, Mr, Morning 
Chmnicle, whether your assertion, that the 
number of onr seamen, on board of Ame¬ 
rican ships, was trifling, will still be persisted 
in, .after this American news-paper has, in 
strains of exultation, declared, that the de-- 
sertion in their haboiys “ threatened our 
“ service with destruction.’’—Mark iho 
moral philosophy of this “ mild, unoftend- 
“ ing, and peaceable people." Because the 
merchants of Halifax ofler rewards for ap¬ 
prehending deserters ; that is to say, for tJie 
taking o(j criminals and for the prevention of 
crimes, the “ mild and nnolfciidiug peo- 
“ pie’’ iliink themselves called upon to 
offer rewards for tlie inviting of men to 
commit crimes. Tliey look upon the peo¬ 
ple of Halifax as their foes ; as people ffic*\ 
I'iting chastLsemcnl and destruction, becauso, 
t cv wish to prevent the Americans from 
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luveigUng away oilr seamen, and from de- j 
stroying ihe service of ou^ nayy. But, this 
is truly characteristic pF thenj, in whose 
cye;j it is always a crime, worthy of signal 
vijngeance, in any one to presyme to defend 
'^hiiq^ff against their roguish or insolent at- : 
tempts. —— “ Land of liberty ! ” • The 
name, if you please, but none ot the thing} 
no not half so much as there was amongst 
the convicts, by whom Virginia was first 
settled. On board of their own “ little 
hells," they can flog as much as they 
please. When their cutter, “ the litvenge’' 
yyas at Falmouth, the town was, every day, 
annoyed with the cries of their flogged sail¬ 
ors, several of whom deserted to the shore; 
but, just the contrary of their own practice, 
’were taken and sent on board again.- — -" 
This that 1 have cited, is by no means a soli- 
t$t 7 instance. I could fill this sheet with 
pa^graphs, from American papers, none 
' of them mnch le.ss atrocious than the one 1 
l)ave selected. It is the language, not of an 
Obscure individual, but of a considerable 
part of the leaders in the country. How 
vain, how stupid, how idiot-like is it, then, 
u) us, to hope, that they are to be won by 
concession 1 Fifteen years of concession on 
our side and of insolent encroachment on 
their side have we alre.idy endured, to our 
pecuniary costand to the disgrace of our cha¬ 
racter. No more of these years we, have, I 
hope, to endure; and, indeed, 1 am not 
afraid of it; for, I suspect, that the ai tide, 
which 1 have inserted hdow, entitled “ the 
Maniacs Pditics,” comes from one of ibe 
ministry, and f am sur.'. (hat the writer of 
that iocomparablo pin e of satire secs all tiic 
(p^luin, relative to America, in its true 

■ point of view.-TlieMtrning Chionide 

and his faction (for they are not to be sepa¬ 
rated) continually ring in our cars the evil 
corJ8equcoce.s which will attend a war with 
Araeriea. 1 say, and, 1 think, 1 have prov¬ 
ed, that no evil consequences to Tis, would 
arise from such a war ; but, supposing there 
should ? What has that to do whii the dis¬ 
pute? Are tve, merely because we shall 
lose by a war, to aedede io the demands of. 
Mr, JelFerson ? If »o, why not accede to 
any other demands that he may think proper 
to make ? The argument is wiinderfully 
comprehensive. It embraces all possible 
cases; and, if our miui.sters were so foolish 
and base as to listen to it now, tliey w'oukl 
very soon have to listen to it again.—If 
the oute should try this question, in parlia¬ 
ment, they might bid the wails of St. Stc- 
; l^hen's farewell at the close of the discussion ; 
’7!»#pr I an^ very much deceived, if they would 
poe man iu the whole country, some 


merchants ami jiTanufacturers dnd thb Ame¬ 
rican fund-holders excepted, who would not, 
from that hbur, hold them in abhorrence.' 
The whole of i!ie English nation, from the. 
highest to the lowest, now see the Americans, 
and their cwnduct as they are. ■.You will 
meet with no disinterested man, w’ho en- 
lertams, or affects to entertain, any alarm 
at their threats. Amongst the women, and 
down to the very children, they are held 
in contempt, as a very .satisfactory proof of 
which, 1 here tjuote the verses under the 
picture of “ 1’res.ident Jeff,” whom the 
UVelfth-cake sellers selected as one of the 
droll characters for the diversions of those 
hours of Englisii festivity, the evening of 
the sixth of J.inuriry. 

“ See I're'iidait Jeff sits in deep contemplation, 

“ D’tr politic plans tliat relate u> onr nation ; 

“ Wliaif'cr the conclusiwn, wc rest with reliance, 

“ Old England can hold all her foes in defiance.’’ 

Would that Jefterson could see the imago 
engraven at the tojf of thesfe verses! I 
thank Mr. Kerr most heartily for it. Deli¬ 
cious as his tstke was, ” President Jeff” was 
still more delicious.-Trifling as this cir¬ 

cumstance is in itself, it is an indication of 
public feeling, which.the Whigs, after all, 
are not foolish enough to bold in contempt. 

-:Fi-om the latest intelligence, that has 

been received from America, it appears, that 
the ever-famed iion-iinportation act was to 
go into ctllct i;i ilte middle of December; 
but, I wish the reader to bear in mind, that, 
in the prohibitions of this act, cloth and 
udollens .-.ml hun'u’urc aie not included. It 
mu't he evidtiif, however, that the execu- 
ting of tile act wid alarm the meicbants 
tliere, ami \\ ill pui a stop to their orders. It 
v.'iil produce a state of things not much ins- 
Itke war; but, if our ministers hold firm, 
the act will be rcjteaicd in nine months* 
time. There is, of course, a stock of gqods 
in h.ind sufficient to List about a year, espe¬ 
cially as the autumnal importations have, in 
all p.'obabiiity^ been made with a view to the 
probable ensuing interi option of trade. This 
stock of goods will go on rising in price, and, 
of cou rse, the consumption will become 
ratfl'e economical. P'rom these natural causey 
the stock in hand will Le made to last a year, 
perhaps, with the suffering of great inconve¬ 
nience; and, upon this calculation the Con- 
gfess hope to bring us to their terms. But,^, 
as was observed in the last Register^Jbey have 
all along been reckoning upon wrong im¬ 
pressions. When they passed their act, Na¬ 
poleon was in a fair way of conquering Prus¬ 
sia ; when they issued their proclamatioh and 
seui their demand of satisfaction, in conse- 
qiKhce of the aifliir qf the Chesapeake, (hej^- 
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were full of the {ntelligencet>f the peace bf 
TiUit j when Mr. Monroe'left England, the 
American merchants ana fantj-holders were 
beginning to clamour, and to form their Cor¬ 
responding Societies. Thus, at every stage, 
of their progress, they have bee* reckoning 
and acting upon what was gone by, here, 
without at all affecting the spirit of the coun¬ 
try ; and, at the yery moment when they 
are supposing themselves able to awe us in¬ 
to 'coni]>Iiance by commercial restrictions, 
we are deliberating within ourselves, whether 
if would not bo a good thing for England, if 
all commercial connection with them ■w'cre, 
for ever, put an end to. Mr. Munroe, too, 
who is notoriously a partizanof France, and 
who, for the best of all reasons, is a bitter 
enemy of England, would not be very likely 
to. make representations, calculated to check 
the presumption of his countrymen. In 
short, until they heard of the aftiiir of Copen¬ 
hagen, they looked upon us as upoir the eve 
of bending down befot'e Napoleon and his 
maritime coalition j and this,notion of us 
emboldened them to go so far ,*11101 they are 
now ashamed to retract. They must do 
something, they perceive ; they must make 
a shew of war; but, if they are wise, they 
will sneak out of it as soon as possible ; fur 
woe be unto them, if once any considerable 

naval force be sent acro.ss the Atlantic.-- 

Their advocates here, of whom the Morning 
Chronicle is the trumpet, are continually re¬ 
minding us of the (|uaiiiity of cloth we send 
to America and of cotton we receive from 
America. We have given our reasons for 
believing, that this exchange is of no advan¬ 
tage to England. We have, I think, fully 
proved, that it is of no advantage. Never¬ 
theless, without any attempt to answer our 
.irgumejits, these advocates repeat, with ra- 
tiier increasing weight of emphasis, their 
cuc)cuo-like admonitions. But, again I say, 
supposing us to lose by a war with America,* 
will the Morning Chronicle sayj that we 
ought to accede to the deman^ of the Ame¬ 
ricans ? 'i’hat is the question for him to an¬ 
swer. The Americans make demands upon 
us. They begin a quarrel. They demand, 
first, that we should suffer them to inveigle 
our seamen ou board their ships, merchant 
ships as well as others, and that we should 
give up our right to search for such seamen. 
Second, they demand, that, when once tie 
said seamen, or any other subjects of the 
king, have received from them a bit of paper 
(price nine-pence) which they call a certifi¬ 
cate of citizenship, we shall acknowledge 
them as Americans, and, if we take them in 
the act of fighting against us, shall consider 
them merely as prisoners of war. Third, 


tWvwe should allow tbetn tofayoi# 3^^t 
enemy by cooforming to Uis maii^rao 
cree.s hostile tp us, and that we shoifid 
no maritime decrees, or orders of cbbnbth 
hostile to biro» or, at least, that we 
not make them conform to such ordet|i^- 
like manner as they had conformed, to Ida 
decrees; in other word.s, that they shall 
permitted to hold our hands belund us, 
while Napoleon cotnes in front and knocks 
us 011 the head. 3'hey deractid, in short, that 
the king of England should pot his hand and 
E'sal td a treaty, acknowledging, that Ame¬ 
rica; has, under the garb of neutrality, a 
right to do her utmost to destroy the En- ^ 
glish navy, and to assist France in alh bei 
hostile measui'es against England. 'But, ‘ 
taking the demands without any commenta¬ 
ry, will the Morning Chronicle say, that 
the ministers ought to submit to those de¬ 
mands, rather, than go to war ? I want a 
direct answer to this question. I have long 
applied for, but can never obtain it. There' 
is nothing more mean than to perseVere<in 
making representations of the evils of war; 
in harping upon the loss of trade, and the 
distress that will arise from it ,* in windings . 
up always with a cant about desperate po¬ 
liticians,” urged on by their blind pas¬ 
sions-,” without ever meeting the question, 
whether the demands of the enemy ought 
to be submitted to. “ According^,” says 
this shuffling gentleman, in his paper bf. 
Tuesday la.st, " Aceording to the apprehen- 
“ sions of the American merchants, an ero- 
" baigo will be immediately laid ou tha 
“ American shipping in our harbours. In— 
“ deed, the best informed persons are coo-* 
“ vinced, that a war- between this coiittfi'y 
and America is certain. This opinion is 
“ justified by the conduct of ministers." 
What conduct ? Good or bad ? Why do 
you»not strike ? " Willing to wound” yba 
are; but you want the courage to give the 
blow. You, perceive, perhaps, that it , 
would recoil upon the-late ministers; aod 
thus, divided betwees hope and fear, you 
content yourself with equivocal instnua- 
tion. When approaching war is the subj«t, * 
the first question to ask ihis: is our cauS^- 
jusl ? The next is : will the probable'evils 
of war be less than tlie probable evils of 
preserving peace upon the terms deUiin^d. 
by the qpemy as the price of a continuation 
of peace ? If both these questions bo dfi- 
swered in the affirmative, tile concluaiop 
necessarily is, that war ought to takfe-plaKfe. 

In that case, or until these questimis hitte 
been discussed, it i-s sheer nonsensb to rtni 
on in a strain of lamentation about the evils 
of war; and, when tlio questions have been ■ 





taa 


argued by otiie.pai^, to a conclusibn 

that W9r ought totphe place, it is downright 
brazenirapopence in'the otherto persevere in 
his laqcientation, without attempting to ati- 
avref the arguments, by which it has been 
ti^Jtfiained, that the probable evils of war 
be less than the probable evils of pre¬ 
serving peace upon the enemy's terms,- 

I wish the reader to bear in mind, that the 
dehdand of America, relative to the har- 
.bouringand protect ing of oor seamen, w'as 
,'fnlade long, before the Orders of Council were 
|ireamt of. It was made two years ago, or 
jtheretibouts, and has been urged, in stronger 
and stronger language, exactly as Napoleon 
^as advanced in his conquests. It is a de- 
' tnand upon us to surrender tlie exercise of a 
great maritime right; to surrender what we 
deem essential to' the maintenance of our 
.naval auperiority. The Americans, there- 
ibro, are the aggressors. Tltey say, we 
will' have this of you ; you shall give up the 
ettercise of this right, or we will make you, 
by a war. This view of the matter ought to 
be constantly before us. It is not we, or 
our late or present ministers, who have been 
.picking a quarrel with them. It is they who 
have been picking a quarrel with os * who 
hive been taking advantage of what they 
yegarded as onr embarrassments, to extort 
from us, in a moment of alarm, that which 
abould.be the lasting disgrace and final ruin 
pf our country. Talk of a peace, indeed! 
■y/hat terms of peace should we have to ex¬ 
pect from Napoleon, if Mr. Jefierson, by 
his non-importation act, could .scare us unto 
a compliance with his demands ?--.1 re¬ 

peat,, tlixt J do not wish for a war with 
Amenca, though 1 am convinced ir would 
produce good to England. 'I'be blowing 
down of my neighbour’s trees would do me 
gqod by letting the rhys of the sun in upon 
my garden, and in removing a daily in* 
creasing annoyance ; yet, it would be mean 
.^nd wicked in me to wixh to see them blown 
.4awn;. But, if he were to avail himself of 
the shelter of tlw bnyiches of bis- trees sliiy 
ietstotres drop down upon my head; I 
e.iQuld think m^sch' jastified, net only in 
punishipgbim -lbr hj,3 base and unprovoked 
ipsilieiousness, but in going, as far as t|ie 
hw- would allow, to deprive him of the 
of gratifying his malice in future. 
V -ofi .the same principle, if the Americaqs 
leave tis noaltCruatlye but that*of war or 
« surrender of bur rights; if they will insist 
uijXSagoitig to vtar, unless thpy are permit- 
ml'to hold pur hfnds while France knocks 
us on the head ; tlien 1 would gladly see 
their government denitd'ished, and their 
pountry divjdcd and parcelled out in such k 


way, as'would preinmt the pouibility' of 
their making new demands, and, under¬ 
hand, aiding the ^use of our enemy in Eu¬ 
rope. This? if a war take jdace, our minis¬ 
ters have it completely in their power to ef¬ 
fect, and theeftecting ofit would immoi4a-« 
lize even the Duke of Portland, whom I have 
(perhaps unjustly) always suspected of having 
a strong bias in favour of the Americans. 

-The New Araphyctionic Council " 

talk big, and big they will talk for a while. 
They will pass laws for the making of can¬ 
non foundries, for purchasing arras and am¬ 
munition, for raising millions of men, for 
erecting fortifications, aqd for building ships., 
But, they neither will nor can do any of 
these. From the report of a late debate, it 
appears, that a motion being made for arm¬ 
ing the militia, a member said, tliat the mi¬ 
litia were 600,000 in nnnther, and that, at 
6 dollars a man, the sum required would be 
600,000 dollars. He might have said 
three times that siifii; for ItJ dollars, that 
is ££4- 1. 0., will not equip a private foot 
soldier with*arms and accoutrements, in 
America; therefore, to arm the militia 
would cost more than the whole of a year’s 
revenue, leaving nothing wherewith to pay 
the interest upon the national debt, not to 
mention the " American navy,” and the 
fortifications, and the other expenses of 
the year, including the wages of the mem¬ 
bers of Congress. Yet, the motion passed 
without a division ; and so it would, if it 
had been for arming the inhabitants of the 
moon. The member who suggested doubts 
as to the possibility of arming the miiitia, 
observed, that they ought to have something 
better than the mop-sticks, with which they 
were at present armed. This was no figure 
of speech. It was the representation of a 
real fact. I have seen part of the rabble 
which they call their militia ; and, with the 
j exception of the officers, I never saw one of 
them with a bit of iron, in any shape, in 
his band, the^hole thing being a mere bur¬ 
lesque. Mr.^andolph, the wise author of 
the motion, said, that the far greater part 
of the nfilitia had -arms of their own ; al¬ 
luding, l.auppose, to tliO: Birmingham fowl¬ 
ing' pieces, which they use most dextrousr , 
ly in the killing of squirrels and birds. If 
these are replaced by muskets, the musket; 
must go from England, or, at least, from 
Europe; and, if war take place, hoqr 
are they to gq —But, the best of it is, 
that, in a waragaipst us, this famous mili¬ 
tia .will be of no use; for we shall -not, 1 
hope, be silly enoug;^ to attempt " 
tions” against them. An order from t'ae Ad- 
miralty ,tj> foke, bhrn, sinki 
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five «hipi of the line, tco or tvrelvo frigates, 
a good supply of sloops, and a bundle ot pro- 
claniations, will settle the matter speedily ; 
and it is quite as well to employ our ships iti 
this way, as to let them retnain idly flapping 
their sails up the Mediterranean or plong the 
iron coast of France. I do not think it 
would be necessary'to take any one-post up- 
* on land, except, peihqia, to cover an an¬ 
chorage near the mouths of the Mississippi. 
Nova* Scotia, on one side, and New Provi¬ 
dence, on the other side, would be quite 
sutficienl as places of lendeavous and for 
the speedy condemnation of prizes, lliere 
would be a bustle with privateers for a few 
months; and, about September next, the 
grass would begin to grow in the stieetsof 
the cities, all which ate situated near the 
coast. I cannot help, thus early, to press 
the objection to e.xpeditions, which must be 
teiiibly expensive, and which, against the 
Americans, would be, besides, wotse than 
.useless; because such enterpnzes would find 
them employment. I would securely stop 
their boles, and leave them toTpiariel and 
fight amongst themselves, which they would 
soon infallibly do.—-Accustomed, as I so 
long was, to live uqder the abuse of the 
English-hatiug faction in America, I was 
not at all sin prised to hear, the other day, 
that some of them here had hired the co¬ 
lumns of a dHty wretch, who conducts au 
obscure opposition paper in London, called 
“ THE STATESMAN,” whcrein to publish in¬ 
famous aspersions upon my character; but 
false and infamous as these are, they aie trifl¬ 
ing to what were, by persons of the same 
description, published in America, and the 
sole provocation of wbicli was, ray hav¬ 
ing stood forward in defence of the rights 
and the character of my native coun¬ 
try. As to the half-famished caitiff, who 
has sold himself to this woik of tnibishing 
up fr^uently refuted lies, I shall leave him 
to pine away with the faction who.are so base 
4S to accept of his services; and, his Ame¬ 
rican employers may be assured, that no 
abuse of theirs shall ever draw me aside frutQ 
the question between the two nations. I 
have not suited my personal injuries, grwt 
.ns tiiey were, to intrude themselves, into 
pay mind I will not say, but certainly never 
into the discussion. Besides, if I were 
to balance the dove that I bear towards 
some persons in Atnprica agaiust the 
hatred which I bear towards others, 
the former would have the decided prepon¬ 
derance. I have, as far as ipy information 
yvould go, fairly stated all the facta relating 
*to this dispute ; 1 have plainly jexpressed 
pijy ]yisl} tb^t a war should ptaoe, ratbejr 


fbaa that tny country should snbtoit tO' 
American demands ; I have ^ly given tw>. 
reasons upon which that wish is founded | r 
aud, my opponents, iimead of attempting 
to shew, that my facts are false or my rea« 
sons are unfounded, resort to outtagAms^ 
invective, to calorantous, and infaiuiln 
personal accosations, which they know .to 
have been preferred before, and which they 
know to have been unanswerably piovcd to 
be void of even the slight^t foundation. 

I want no better proof of badness of their 

canse. 

Cobbett’s Parliamentary Histowt; 
——The lUrcl, Volume of this Work be¬ 
ing now published, I think it right to give, 
respecting it, some information more tbaa 
has been yet given, and more, indeed, than 
it was, until now, in my power co give.—*— 
Ill the Prospectus, and also in the deface, it 
was staled, that, as to the necessity of such a ' 
Woik, It was, at this day, no easy matter 
merely to 6nd the several books containing 
an account of the Parliamentaiy Proceeding?, 
some of those books being very scarce and 
others excessively voluminous j that, suppo¬ 
sing them all to be at hand, the price of tnem , 
was no trifling consideration, seeing that it 
was quite improbable that at^ one would be 
able to purchase them for le^ thaQ One 
tlundred and Fifty pounds j that, these dif- 
doulties overcome, oth«s, and more fortjit- 
dable presented themselves to the acquiring 
of infoiniafton; for, tbat the volumes were 
so numerous, some of them so bulky, all of 
them loaded, more or less, with matter urn- 
authentic, or wboily foreign from the sub¬ 
ject, their contents so badly arranged and, 
through the most bulky part of the work, 
they were so completely destitute of runniitg 
Titles, Tables of Contents, and Indexes, that 
it must be the labour ofteany years for even 
the most industrious person, to come, by 
such means, at any thing like a competent 
knowledge of the History of the Parliament 

of England.-With a view of removing 

these difficulties, which I, in common witb 
others, had experienced, tiie present work 
was uudertaken. .It wsd desirable to hav» 
it as little expensive as possible, but wifbent 
omitting any thing authentic, really making 
part of the Procei^ings of Parliament, and 
without crowding the matter so as to crei^« 
in that way, a new obstacle to perusal attd 
research.* A calculation was made ; and, it 
was found, tbat, to combine economy with 
convenience, the form adopted for the B(r* 
liamentary Debates (which is the same a# 
that of the Political Register), would be thb 
best, and would have the additional recom¬ 
mendation of caasipg )he volumes pf thi< 
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Work tsacor»»podd Avith th6 volifejos 
of the Parliwjieotety'Debates, both works 
united making' ^ complete Parliamentary 
History* from the earliest'times down to the 
present day. From this calcukition, it ap* 
k.t|^ed« that, 1>y carryitig each volume to.tho 
ettent of 1500 pages, or thereabouts, the 
Vbcde of the work would be comprized in 
Sixteen Volumes, which, at the price of a 
^gninea and a half each volume, would bring 
. it within the compass of moderate cxpcnce. 
To almost every one, it will, af first sight, 
seem incredible, that the whole'work, as' 
above described, sho>ild come into so com¬ 
paratively small a space. But, when it is 
considered, that so large a part of the seve¬ 
ral works above enumerated, is taken np 
with Narratives of Battles, Sieges, and of 
Domestic Occurrences} that whole pam¬ 
phlets of the day, and very long ones, are, 
in many places^ inserted, just as they were 
published and »r>ld; that, when we come 
down to a, later period, we, in numerous in¬ 
stances, find three-fourths of the volume 
filled up with Papers of mere momentary 
utility, substantially repeated in aubsequent, 
less diffuse, and more correct statements j 
und that (as any one may easily verify) the 
Sixteen Voinmes of this work will contain 
(M. much print as One Hundmd and Forty 
common octavo volumes; when all this is 
cOhsidered, I shall not be thought to speak 
dt random, when 1 say, that the whole of 
the authentic and useful records of the Pro- 
’ ceedings of*the Parliament of England, of 
that of Great Britain, and of that of the Uni¬ 
ted Kingdom, down to the year 180;i, when 
Cobbbtt’s Pabliamentahy Debates" 
begin, will be comprized in these sixteen 

volumes.-To each Volume (as may be 

teen from those already published) theie 
Will be prefixed a‘full and, clear Table of 
Contents} and, in the last Volume,*there 
will b® given a General Index to the 
whole Work, so complete that, I hope, it 
. !wtll be found to leave nothing of any ira- 
pbrtaiwe'ditficult to be referred to,*—^—As 
1^0 Wbrk has proceeded, new sources of in- 
fdrmatton have opined} the examination of 
<sn« work has led to the examination of ariof- 
tbw. Oliciarpoouroents, and also Speech- 
.«s) have been foitnd in bo^s, never looked 
xmofl kS'Cdntaming an account of the pro¬ 
ceedings in parliament} so that, ^om a list 
Which rhave now made of the books which 
-WUl- be necessary to the completion of .the 
work, I am wtis^d, that they will cost not 
less than seven hundred pounds. Besides 
these sources, afTofdcd by the press, several 
tnanuseripts have been received from gen¬ 
tlemen, anxious to have them preserv<ftl in 


this permanent shape} and, I cannot let Slip 
this opportuniiy of Soliciting further oora- 
municaiions of ihis.sort, espedally relating 
to the period from 1743 to 1774, during 
which the Proceedings of Parliament, wer^ 
(as fividsnfly appears from our collections al¬ 
ready made) given, -in print, in a manner so 
very defective and erroneous.——It was re¬ 
solved, at? the outset, to adhere, through 
every stage of the proceedings, to the mbst 
strict impartiality} nothing has, hitherto, 
nor shall be hereafter, either omitted, or in¬ 
serted, on account of its being' favourable to 
the reputation or the doctrines of any party. 
Whatever appears to have been actually said 
or done, in cither House of Parliament, that 
has any tendency to what ought to be the 
object of such rf publication, has been, and 
shall be, as far as authentic materials will go, 

recorded with scrupulous fideliry.-.-1 have 

already observed, that the undertakhig of 
this laborious task was suggested by the dif¬ 
ficulties actually eJtpericoced by me; and) 
as I was desirous of coming at usefiil know¬ 
ledge myseff, so, in the planning and execu¬ 
ting of the Work, practical utility has been 
the great object, leaving matters of antiqua¬ 
rian curiosity to the few persons who have 
leisure for .such pursuits. In short, my de¬ 
sire was to make a book, of which, in put¬ 
ting it into the hands of my children, 1 might 
iifely say, " Read this j herein will you 
‘ find a full and faithful account, as far as 
' any man living can know, of what has 
‘ been said and done in the Parliament, 

* from its first existence to the present d,ay. 

‘ Herein alno, and nowhere else, will you 
‘ find the true history of your country, a 
‘ knowledge of which, from this source, 

‘ will enable you to avoid the errors, which 
‘ are but too frequently imbibed from the 
' reading ofthd.se romances, which are dig- 
‘ nified with the title of " Histories oj 
‘ England." Here will you find ail the 
' treaties, now upon record, ever entered 
' into by your country} the history of all 

* its connections with foreign natiofts} of 
' the various changes in its feligious csta- 
' -bhshments j of its manners at the several 
' 8tage»-of its progress} of all tltenetion^ 

* Failings and national virtues of ofir fons---' 

* fathers. Here you will not see a 

' tion of those'fbrei&Thers, a faint, a'patdriv 
' or exaggeratedfcsembldnce of them but. 
' you will see them rise befisre you,-rtiBi 
‘ you will hear their words from their owft 
‘ lips." Such a work it'was ray'draire to 
make} and such a work I flatter myself I 
shall succeed in making.——The fourth 
Volume comprising toe Period -from the' 
llestorafii^ iif \Wd to the Death of Queen 
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Anne in 1^14, will be published in 
nextj and rbe two succeethng Tolumes du¬ 
ring the present year. The mat’erials, as far 
as tho press has enabled us to collect^ are al¬ 
ready collected; the great difficulties of the 
undcEtaking are all ovcrroinei and 1 can 
now, if health does not fail, pledge myself 
for the publication of at least three voinmes 
*in every year, until the sixteen be cotn- 
])leted; and, in order that nothing mav be 
wantirtg in the execution of the printing, 
and thal^ it may be as eleai and dm able as 
possible,' Mr T. C Haksahd, the printer, 
has erected a Stanhope press, "the powers of 
which are siieh a*, to insure to a sheet so 
large as that of thi^ work, an unifariutly and 
incielibilityof impression, equal tothose which 
aie given to sheets of the smallest dimen¬ 
sions -In conclusion-, it is necessary to 

state, that, thougli I was from the first, con¬ 
fident of I he final success of the work, to 
risk largely would have been imprudent j 
that, therefore, I began, dnd have thus far 
continued, ifnlh punting Fifteer^ Hundicd 
copies; but, that the subscripuens have 
now risen to a number sufficient to indue# 
me to begin tJie Fourth volume with Two 
Thousand copies; and I cannot refrain from 
adding (I confess, with some degree of 
pride), that neither the Prospectus nor the 
Published Volumes have ever bi^en adver¬ 
tised in any Newspaper, Magazine, Rc’view, 
or other publication, but in the Political Re¬ 
gister only, and, even iu that, not above six 
or seven times. I wished .to see what I was 
able to accomplish, in this way, with my in- 
dejiendent powers ; how far the Woik 
would succeed by its own bare merits ; how 
far the merit of useful laboui (for to no other 
do we make any pretensions) would meet 

with reward-In future, when a volume 

is ready for delivery, an intimation thereof 
will by given in some of the most widely- 
circulated newspapers; and, it being neces¬ 
sary, as must be evident from the circum¬ 
stances above stated, to take, thus eaily, pre¬ 
cautions, calculated to prevent any broken 
sets remaining'upon band at the conclusion, 

1 take this opportunity of requesting all those 
gentlemen, who, take the work, to sen8 
their names to their respective booksellers,'as 
no copies of any newly published volume 
will, on any consideration, be sold, but to 
purchasers of the former volumes.—Gen'v 
tlemen residing in Ireland, wishing to be¬ 
come subscribers, will please to apply to^ 
Mr. Archer, of Dublin.——N. R. Such 
Gcmtlemen as may be in possession^of mate¬ 
rials which they may wish to contribute to* 
Wards the completion of this Work, and all 


. otheft having communicaltons of sart 

make respecting it, are requested fe> ^drest* 
their Letters to me, at No. 5, Panton Square^ 
London. . . . . 

Ihe several CoBRsspoKnsNTs, whose 
letteis faavenotyet been inserted,* are assurS L^ 
that they will all be duly attended to ; but^ 
they must perceive, that it is necessary to 
suit the contents oi the Register to the events 
ot the time of publication. The discussions, 
relative to the Poor Laws, l^ythes, aud 
Commerce in general, are not, at this mo¬ 
ment, ot so much immediate interest, as 
those relating to peace with France, and wat 
with America —i beg .'ll!' persons, who have 
to wale to me, upon/public matters, to 
direct their letters to N5, Panton Square, 
London ; and it is proper to add, that, for 
the reason before fully stated, I must declino 
receiving any that aie not tree of thechaige 
of postage— Southa’nptcn is not the post-* 
town of Botiey; Bukop's Walthavi is. 
Scores of letters have gone back to the ge¬ 
neral post-office for the wont of being post¬ 
age-free ; but, after the notice that I hav# 
given, the fault is not mine. 

Botiey, January 13, 1S08. 

I ^ 

Thb Maniac’s Politics. 

(Extracted from the Courier of the Qtk 
January, IbOH.J 

The unfortunate Maniac, whose interview 
With the Hon. Mr. Villieis, at Cranbum- 
Lodge, in Windsor Korest, -we mentioned 
yesterday, was last night conveyed back to 
the mad house at Bethnal-Green. Tiiere 
are some particulars in this unhappy men’s 
case, which take it out of the common 
coutse of cases of lunacy, and which are cal¬ 
culated to excite in a more than common 
degree our sympathy and our pity. Hia 
anxiety to gain an intervfew with Mr.Villiem 
was extremely great, and his solicitation# 
so earnest, accompanying them with saying 
that what be had to state youid be attended 
with such excellent effects, that thd setvadtt 
did not hesitate to admit him. The account, 
as OUT readers recollect, said that he wished' 
Mr. Yilliers to introduceliim to HisMajes-* 
ly, because he had several plans to submit, 
and some public grievances to lay before Hie 
Majesty. Mr. Villiers naturally enquired 
the nature of those plans, and the subject 
of those ^ievances. The onhappiy'^ManlBe 
entered into them folly. He bqfan witU' 
the Catholic question, upon which, he wa# 
extremely agitated and vehement. He se|d 
that the country was lott without Catho^^s 
emancipation and without dbolitioo oftythes; 
he enlaiged upon Bonaparte’s attachmeut W 
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reJigioo* toleratkffl, ^string Mr. VilliA-s to 
*ee bow the Emperbr Napoleon attaches bis 
•objects of everjt description to bis govern¬ 
ment, a^d banishes religions disLurd from 
among them ; that all the Catiiulic nations 
be averse to any couiio.sion witli us ; 
and that this was the real cause of the failure 
of all tire c'wlitioiis against France.—*He 
, passed rapidly to ibe Danish expedition, 
against which he spoke in .strong terras ; 
calling it unpiecedentcd, atrocious, .ind 
monstrous; praised mticli the pacific and 
gentle nature of the Danes ; beraoiined the 
robbery coraiuilied upon them, and express¬ 
ed extreme anxiety that the Danish fleet 
should be sent back immediately.—I'he next 
subject he took up was that of our treatment 
of America, and askc-l what must be the 
consequence should the voice of our des¬ 
perate politicians succeed in.prompting us 
to a war with, the United States? He had 
at his Angers’ ends all the calculations about 
cotton, and was quite uneasy at the distresses 
which the want of cotton gowns and caps 
might produce : asking at the same time, 
what is to become of the immense multitude 
of. our population, employed in the different 
de]»rtmentB of the cotton trade, should the 
American cotton be excluded from our mar¬ 
ket ?—He was very violent upon the subject 
of our treatment of America, inveighed 
against Mr. Lyon’s motion relative to the 
transfer by young Mr. £rskine,our minister 
in America, of his father’s stock in the Ame¬ 
rican funds,tand exposed Mr. Lyon's origin, 
dwelling with much force upon his having 
emigrated from Ireland, and been sold upon 
his arrival in America for a couple of bullift 
He said that he ment to press his Majesty to 
consider what was likely to be the future 
state' of the country since a former keeper 
of his Majesty’s conscience had not thought 
proper tp trust his fortune in it, but bad 
chosen to invest his money in the American 
funds in preference to the British.—He was 
very desirous that his Majesty should encou¬ 
rage petitions for peace, and talked of the 
lOyObO men who bad lately assembled iu a 
room' at Oldham, in Lancashire, to draw-up 
a petition for peace. Peace upon Bonaparte’s 
own terms, lie streniously advised, Bonaparte 
being disposed to treat os with all the cle- 
meacy'wd moderation of a conqueror.— 
He taU^ much of Lord Stranjrfbrd's dis- 

E iitcbes, and.bursting into a loudei^ODe,.said, 
e felt it to be bis duty to expose fully, and, 
mmaweroil^, the mean' devices by which 
the Treasury advocates, and among them the 
accredited agents of ministers, had attempted 
to mislead the public infb- a belief that the 
pmi^ratiup of the court of Lisbon had been j 


partly owing to the measures of bur Cabinet. 
He contended, from Lord Strangford’s dis* 
patch, that neither be nor bis employers had , 
any share whatever in (he fortunate event 
which had taken jilace—that every thing was' 
done by«them which men could do to tiiake 
the plan fail—and ^th.-it much lossii.'id been 
sH^t.lined by their blunders, notwithstanding 
the lucky accidents which befriended us .—" 
Lord .Siranglbrd’s appoint nicnl as Minister 
to the Brazils, seemed to give him great un¬ 
easiness —^I’he idea of his Lordship having 
translated a work of Caraoens inflamed his 
indignation ; and he said when he saw this. 
}>erson sent to represent, among a new and 
allied people, the dignity of our Sovereign, 
and of the bravest, most manly, truest na¬ 
tion on the face of the earth—when-he saw 
that the interests of Kngiand, of her com¬ 
merce, and her political relations' with her 
only remaining Ally, were to be intrusted 
to a young Poet, it w-as natural for him to 
give vent to feeliftgs which he experienced 
in proportion to his patriotism, and in com¬ 
mon with* every thinking man.—Finally, he 
8||id, his object in his proposed interview 
with liis Majesty was to impress upon his 
Majesty the necessity of calling back to his' 
councils " all the talents, weight, character, 
and consideration in the country,” who 
could alone save the country by making 
peace upon Bonaparte's own terms.—Mr. 
Villiers towards the latter endof theunhappy 
maniac’s speech, having suggested some ob- 
j»etioi)S to the accuracy of his statement, 
he instantly took Are, and said he had all 
the documents in his {locket; upon which 
he directly pulled out a large bundle of 
Morning Chronicles, and said “ here ar^tlie 
documents,” which he threw indignantly 
upon (he table; hinting that he was the 
'Vifindkir correspondent of the Mvming 
Chronicle, and that the letters in thafc^paper 
signed A. B.—Veritas—an Englishman— 
Junius—wei’e written by him. This may 
account for the great similarity between 
several parts of (he Maniac’s speech to Mr. 
Villiers, and some articles in the Morning 
U/irayiefe.—It may also account for the 
Morning Chronicle being more accurately 
and fully informed upon the-subject of th'A 
proceedings of the Maniac at Windsor than 
any other paper,—Since his return to Betb- 
pal Green, all persons ** of talent, rank, 
weight, and consideration in the countty” 
have been to see him. 

IKXnAK'O, AS IT IS. 

V IND£X, LeTTBB I. 

SiB,- <rjhe accumulating dangers of the* 
British B<n|>irc^ thi^ vast lm|)orfaufe pf (hO- 
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resources^ orhidh ^ay l)e deriv«d from Ire* tke ^xtid fhfluence of avurlce end per sqm^ 

land, for snnnouftlin^ them, and your per* ambitimi. power, which was »o e^er^ 

severing ao4 -poblic spirited efuieavourv, to ly sought lor private ends, was exercised 

direct public attention to the situation of that without much regard to public interests. f£ 

unhappy country, must inevitably force the the men in office amid but preserve th(jir 
consideration of its affairs Upon parliament, places, they were little solicitoos for the reja 
at an early period of the approaching session, moval of public grievances. The nation be* 
The measures, piu suing by tin-ftatrioft on came successively the dupe, and the tool of 
^he other side of the ch.iniiel, and the Ian cunning courtiers, and cautfiig demagogues; 

gtiagc, held by their paitisans on this, shew who, as they ascended to power, by deceiv- 
ilearly,‘that thesubject will be brought into ing the jx’ople, invariably endeavoured'to 
discussion, without a possibility of option or preserve it by betraying riiein. Hence that 

alternative, Indeed, so manv, so various, distinction of councils, that rancourons bos* 


.md such essential interests depend upon the 
unanimous oo*operatioii ot .ill parts of the 
empire, at this moment of expected universal 
warfare, that the legislature c juld not, con¬ 
sistently with its constitutional duty, abstain 
fiom a solemn inquiry into the causes of dis¬ 
contents, notoriously existing in any one part 
of the kingdom, with a view to re-establish 
universal Lirmony, by a wise and salutary 
redress of limited or local ^jricvances. Ta¬ 
king It for gianled, therefore, that either, 
fiom a sense of duty, the pariiaTuent, or, 
flora party motives, the ousteJ faction, will 
bring this most impoitaiit question into 
e.irly discussion } I am peisuaded, that a fair, 
a candid, and an impartial statcnicut ot the 
real situation of that country, will not be 
unacceptable to your readers, and may have 
very bcnebcial effects, by removing the 
gross misconceptions that too geneialiy pre¬ 
vail upon this subject.—It has been the lot 
of Ireland, during the whole of last century, 
to be made the sport,^ and the prey of the 
factions, that successively possessed them¬ 
selves of the government there. Ibe same 
cant words, that marked the distinctions of 


tility ot political antagonists, which sprefkl 
aninuisiiy and disunion throughout the king* 
dom, and laid the foundation for those de¬ 
plorable scenes, which can nevei be remem¬ 
bered without nlibction, nor toutempiareil 
but with honor. Several important mea¬ 
sures, however, bad been, from time to 
time accomplished, highly conducive to the 
prosperity and independence of Ireland; but 
their success was, in no small degree, owing^ 
to critical times and fortunate combinations 
of circumstances. Much bad been done, but 
much still remained |o be’atchieved; when 
designing men, taking advantage of tlm 
want of confidence in public characters, and 
thesen'«eof disipiiointment on the part of 
the people, piecijutated a convulsion, th'at 
threatened immediate ruin to that, and great 
and imminent danger to every other part Of 
the empire. The storm was some lime ga¬ 
thering, whilst all the phenomena of the po¬ 
litical atmosphere poitcnr^d a di^adful ex¬ 
plosion. The eventful moment at length 
airived, when by the favour of Providence^ 
the vigilance of the existing government, an4 
the jarring elements, which produced the 


paities in this country, w'ere adopted with 
equal zeal, and maintained with mote oppo¬ 
sition and obutinacy in that. Ued hot loyalty 
and fallow and hypucritical patriotism, 
proved alternately, the instruments of paity 
aggrandisement. Ihe men at the head of 
affairs weie frequently changed, but (he 
measures of the executive continued uni¬ 
form and unaltcFeJ, into whatever bands the 
adtnini.stiation of affiiits might have fallen. 
Popular complaints, and public grievances' 
were equally postponed by every (action, to 
tlie moie interesting objects of promoting 
family jobs, and providing for party cohnec- 
tions. Any liberal system of ptdicy was !n- 
'compatlble with such contracted views and 
selfish principles. There could be no gene* 
rous expansion of motive, no npnght or en¬ 
lightened piinctple of administration, whilst 
the source of every noble impulse, of every 
exalted sentiment was contaminated in the 
hearts of all descriptions of public men, by 


tempest, the havoc it occasioned, was, in • 
great measure, confined ^to the spot upott 
which it burst. The shock was violent ami 
tieinendous, but the fiiry of the hurricane, 
was soon spent; yet, (faiough an apparent 
calm succeeded, the bodings of just appre- ' 
hension had not been so easily ^fenced, and 
the distant, but scarce percepttSle rumblingt 
of new convulsions seemed to attest, that tM 
hour of peiil was not then* past.—This w;ls 
the state of things in Iielaod# when the 
question of an incorporating union was 
brought forward. Alive to the dangers, that 
bung over the country, aware of the frottl«!ai*» 
neMof hope, for measures of condliatinn'' 
from their Wn distracted padiatnent^ntd 
anxious to transfer the cause ofa'^rhoUffWifi- 
pie, from partial, provoked, And pn^nqia^, 
judges, to the bar of a liberal and enlightined 
legislature, every man in Ireland, who loved 
British connection, ‘dnd detested French 
principles and fraternity, gave his em'ditti 
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and strenuous support to the measnrfe. It 
woukl'be invidious^ as itwouJdnowbe un- 
generous, to impute sinister motives to those, 
who,,ia parliament, opposed the union. ITbey 
aye now politically defunct as a body, and it 
‘fmt, my disposition to violate the sanctity 
if the tomb, or insult the ashes of the dead. 
History will do justice to their motives and 
^ir conduct} and, hi di^ciding upon the 
characters of the princip.il agents in this 
transaction, will reveal, how fartheirhoslility 
to the measure may, or may not, have been 
influenced by the same considerations of 
partial or personal interest, w'hicii dictated 
the local opposition displayed against it in 
irarious particular. parts' of lieland. The 
great mass of the people was either favour¬ 
able, or certainly not hostile, to the union. 
The Protestants were divided on the ques¬ 
tion ;. the Catholics, where they did not.sup- 
pprt it, were absolutely ncuterj but, the 
thinking and disinterested partof the com¬ 
munity, of whatever sect or persuasion, 
were its most zealous advocates. A century 
of political squabbles, and disgusting con¬ 
tests for the loaves and jhshes, had suflicient- 
ly proved the inefficiency of the existing or¬ 
der of things, to any purposes of enlarged 
PQltcy or national tranquillisation. Whilst the 
Irish legislators bad liberty and the glorious 
revolution constantly In their mouths, they 
. cherished oppression and persecution in their 
Jiearls. They kept fuur-tiftbs of the nation 
in a state of civil Imndage, and called that 
fieedom; <bey maintained with a high hand 
the insulting ascendancy of the retnaining 
^fUi of the population, and called that the 
constitution. In their jargon, the nation 
ittasfree, because, (he iaction was not en- 
4aVjQd; as if it was possible for a popular 
constitution to exist, where the people was 
exploded from ail^heiieuefits of it. Look¬ 
ing, thcretbre, to (he materials, o£ which 
Irish parliament was composed, looking 
tpthe manner, in which that body was usual¬ 
ly,chosen and constituted f looking, too, to 
tpo.inevitablq*and no remote consequences 
to Ireland, and to the Etppire, of a pt^rseve- 
ranca in the luhrow and illiberal policy, 
Tffitb Mfhich , that country had been so long 
fatally misgoverned, every impartial 
tuidcot^slderate naan of tb.e nation hailed the 
cpnnsnfe of,union, as the^awu of a new and 
a.ul^i!CH^,{^riod in the.annals of his couii- 
^tl'^^^sShpppJ’t, however, Which that 
ipedl^e. rcp.eiv«d, was not gratuitous or 
groupdi^.,,. If the prospect held out to Ire- 
ianiiifha^.W greatly varied from the gloomy 
teaujce8.xpreiieuled in ffie'sad retrospect of 
Iht iuffifriu^ tltere not have beat 

loutid litu Irislmiatt, udio would be a ];H>rry to 


thb^ parricidal extinctiott'^ MiObuttfey from 
the nations of the wmid, btWho .wt^ld not 
have preferred even themdbkery itf Indepen¬ 
dence to the reality of subjection; aggravated 
by the continuance of unmitigated political 
oppressiou. It* was upon the distinct, 
and recognized admission, that the union 
would lead’ to the total abolition of those 
odious restrictions, which had so long tUs- 
fignred and disgraced the Rish code, that the 
union was so efectnally supported For, as 
his Majesty’s rbign had been distinguished 
by successive acts, for the relief of his Ca¬ 
tholic subjects I'rom disabilities, imposed up^ 
on them in times of turbivlence and d.anger, 
and these acts had uniformly originated with 
the government, and were pressed upon the 
Irish Parliament, ir could never have entered 
into the head of any one, that any opptisUion 
to the final abolition of all distinctions was 
to be apprehended in any quarter, after the 
demise of that parliament. Still less could 
it have been apprehended, that such an op¬ 
position would have been made by any 
branch ef that legislature, which had ap¬ 
proved of the constitution of Corsica, or 
passed the act, 31 Geo. 3. chap. 3l for the 
settlement of the Canadas. By the consti¬ 
tution of Corsica, which, 1 believe, was fully 
confirmed by his Majesty, though not .sanc¬ 
tioned by Parliament, the Catholics of that 
island were granted privileges, not enjoyed 
by any British subject, and even a religious 
establishment was arranged for them, in 
concert with the Pope. The act of settle¬ 
ment of the Canadas, which is an act of the 
legislature, establishes the Catholic religion 
in those provinces, by authorising tlie Ca¬ 
tholic clergy to receive tythes from their 
Catholic parishioners, and allows the ooun- 
cil and legislature of these colonies to be 
composed indifferently of Catholics and Pro¬ 
testants. Two French war.s have ot^rred, 
since the transfer, by treaty, of Canada to 
Great Britain; and yet it is notorious, that 
no symptom of diiiatfection to the British' 
government has ever appeared amongst its 
inhabitants, either before or since the act of 
settlement. It would be difficult then to 
•points out any good reason,' why CatboUcs,' 
wlto had been, pn'ma Jade, less trust worthy, 
as having imbibed necessarily, under their 
former government, French feelings of hos¬ 
tility against this country,- should be admit¬ 
ted- to the enjoyment of political fights, ' 
which are to be denied to native Cat^ffies* 
whose every feeling- is truly British, and 
whose only security it is to identl^ 

British interests and connection. . But, if. 
the reason of the thing be ooteasilydis^byef- 
abIo,the principle of faith, upon'which ihW 
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distiDction has been attempted tobejosti- 
fied» 4s still more onintellkible. One can* 
not easily conceive a scruple oif conscience, 
that could apply to one, urithout being equal¬ 
ly applicable to both cases. It At’ould appear 
to common sense, common houesiy, or vul¬ 
gar notions of obligation, impossible fbr any 
casuistic to establish any difference between 
* the twv 1 * 8808 , that would not be favourable 
to the claims of the Catholics of the United 
Kingdom. But, I shall not pursue this to¬ 
pic further now. What I have stated will 
be sutBcient to expose tbe folly and absur¬ 
dity of the ground, on w'hich these claim s are 
' said to be resisted. The question does not, 
at present, need to be much pressed. Glow¬ 
ing dangers will open men’s eyes to its im¬ 
portance. The rational part of the British 
public, and tiie whole of the liish public 
(for 1 make no account of ihcir mad bigots) 
are converts already to tbe docti iiie, no less 
liberal than just, of equal burthens—equal 
laws—equal rights. The time is not very 
distant, when tliesc claims must be gra..(cd. 
By must, I do not mean cxltiiutUlorce, but 
moral obligjition. Political necessity will 
impose the obligation, and motives of pru¬ 
dence will discluiigc it. 'I he ®ultor may in 
the first instance meet with a ropuKc. but, 
if the dame, after some dalliance sluuld still 
continue to hold out, she runs the h.iz.'ird of 
seeing her inamorato eugiossed by a rival. 
Mr. Grattan s.sys that there is a French party 
in Ireland. 1 do not belicv'e it; but, 1 am 
sure, not, that theie is a dueontorted party 
in lieland, but that Ireland ia disoontcnled. 
If Gre.it Britain turn a deal ear to the just 
complaints ot that nation, she may create, 
W'hat I am convinced docs not now exist 
there, a French party. I must confess, 

‘ however, that I do not think the linal cniau- 
eipation of the Catholics of such importance, 
et(hcr/o the interests or traiuju’lhty of Ire¬ 
land, as it is to the security and welfare of 
tbe empite. The grant of political rights, 
which are, and would be, uiMvailing, with 
respect to the great ,bulK ot the population 
of that country, could not render tliem in¬ 
sensible to tbe pressure of the heaviest prac¬ 
tical burthens, lo which the mass of any 
pation has ever yet been subjected. But tbe 
throwing open the difi^rent departments of 
tlte state to the talents and ambition of so 
numetous a class of subjects, as tlie Boma# 
Catholics, would have the most immediate 
and decisive beneficial effect upon the public 
service. In the army and navy this w'ould 
be particularly telt, for the sons of the nobi¬ 
lity apd gentry of that persuasion, who would 
iuUht^tately take advantsge of tbe opening, 
would draw after ibem aueb < multitude of 


perAons into b'<&b services, as would itt stii 
probability cany effeoiive strength df 
each to the full amount of their respeCtiv* 
establishments. But, as a tranquillising mea« 
sure for Ireland, the emancipation of the 
Catholics would prove very inefibetual. 
the multitude, that is rather an object of s 
lowabJe pride, than of any real utility. A 
few of the-higher classes might indeed have 
an opportunity of talcing advantage of It, to 
get int.» situations of political consideration, 
from which they are at present excluded. 
When 1 consider how' little is demanded, or 
can be acquired, by the emancipation, I find 
it diffiruk to account for the impedimeuts, 
that obstruct its progiess, oq any other scOte, 
than that of diie infatuation. No shadow 
of suspicion was ever enterta'iicif against the 
higher I'bssos of the Ckitholics, and yet it ia 
to tlieni that indulgence is to be dealt out 
wall a .sparing h.ind. Eveiy light, that the 
lower classes of Fioieslant subjects enjoy, is 
equally pailicipaled by the Catholic of tho 
same rank, without any inconvenience or evil 
w’lnicvcr. In the higher classes, indepen¬ 
dent of the general attachment, that mustb© 
felt to a common and equally protectinggo- 
veinment, education, kibit, and the posses- 
■xicu of pioperty affoid ample security £ar 
the constitutional use of any political right ot 
privilege, which may be granted to tbem. 
The whole question refers to them exclli- 
sivtly, at least, as to any immediate effect of 
its adoption. For, as to tbe gicat majority 
of the Catholics, they are not solicitous for 
the removal of disabilities, which do not af¬ 
fect Uiemselvcs, except so far, as artful and 
designing agitators may persuade them, that 
the lemovnl of these disabilities is connected 
with the ledrcss of their grievances. To 
tranquilhse licbnd, therefore, the only efltfc- 
tual course is, to inquire’ fully into tbe cause* 
of the discontents, that exist in that country, 
and to endeavoui to remove them, as far as 
legislative remedies can be applied for that 
put pose. Those, who know Ireland best, 
must be seusible, that, though'petrliameataty 
luterfcrence niay do much, theie will re¬ 
main many suuices of grievance, which can¬ 
not be come at by any legislative enactments. 
<The evils, which weigh down that unfortu¬ 
nate country, have not their foundation al¬ 
together in any defect of law, or abuse of 
power, or limitation of rights, or exclusiytf 
privileges] but they are compounded of all 
these, exaggerated—aggravated—- cx 81^^9 
ted by base passions, rancorous prejooicett 
and factious feelings, which, like so inany 
excrescences, fasten upon tbe fair stock of 
society, and'intcurept the tiourislttnent, that 
should he allowed freely ttar cvculate, and 
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carry life, fertilUyi and vigouf, to all its most 

linnoteor minnte branches. From such a 
complication of causes there must naturally 
result many grievances, which cannot be re- 
drej^sed by any positive institution, (>f this 
Sjitf have It satisfactory, or rather, (because 
rtich a circumstance cannot be satisfar-tory) 
an indisputable evidence in the proceedings, 
lately set on foot, in that .country, by the pa- 
iriols and land proprietors, with respect to 
tjrthes. Those s’erj public spirited and dis¬ 
interested gentlemen would fain persuade 
us, that the great hardships of the people of 
Irelntid, arise solely from the operation of 
tythes. But they do not seem to be aware, 
thdt the clergyman’s properly, in tythes, 
rests upon as valid a title in law, and upon a 
much stronger ground in reason, than their 
property in their respective patrin)onie.s; 
'and one cannot help pitying the fatuity, with 
^vhicli they are uicleavouring to sap the 
foundation of their own titles (o their pos¬ 
sessions, by decrying or weakening titles, 
which are founded upon precisely the same 
putbority. I do not, nor can I, deny, that 
the operation of tythes in Ireland is a griev¬ 
ance} but, I still do contend, that with all 
the vexations attending their collection, they 
form but a very small portion of the oppres- 
aiQii, under which the great body oftLe peo¬ 
ple of that country labours. Yet, I would 
ask, how it has happened, that those very 
tMtriotic gentlemen, .in descanting upon the 
hardships of tythes, have uniformly connect¬ 
ed them >^th the clerical establishment. 
Tbeycould not be ignorant, that one-third of 
the tythes of Ireland is in the hands of lay 
impropriators, and it was in fairness due to 
that most respectable body, the clergy of 
Ireland, that they should state, how far the 
' exactions of those lay proprietors kept pace 
with, or fell short of, the rates levied, on be¬ 
half of the clergy. The fact is, that,‘in all 
times, the church and the clergy have been a 
most abundant theme of ridicule and oblo¬ 
quy to unprincipled witlings and hollow po¬ 
liticians. A abort lived popularity would be 
the consequence of^ overthrowing.the church 
establisbmetit, but if the mass of the people 
were to be admitted to a participation of the 
plunder, they would not easily be induced to 
respect that popularity, if it interfered with, 
the pursuit of similar game, f would not 
be understood here to insist, that tyjhes onght 
tC be Continued in their present shape in 
Ireland: on'the contrary, it is my 6rm con¬ 
viction, that the country would derive most 
important benehis trom a fair commutation j 
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and, 1 am equally persuaded, that the c^rgy 
would be gainers by any arrangement^ that 
would give them an adequate compensation 
for their pro]>erty in tythes. My object haa 
been not to justify grievance, but to repel 
aggression. It has been a favoorite practice 
with the landed proprietors of Irdand, to ’ 
cast a veil over their own exactions, by 
drawing the whole attention of the-public 
to their rnisrepresccitatiqjns of those of the 
clergy. As the subject will certainly be dis¬ 
cussed in parliament next session, it becomes 
the duty of every man who is anxious for the 
tranquillity and welfare of that country, to 
illustrate it with all the light which his ex¬ 
perience can supply. With this view the 
present communication is addressed to you. 
Sir, and, if you should deem it worthy of 
insertion, it shall he followed by others in 
success'on, on the same subject, and to the 
same purpose j whii h, however deficient* 
they may be, in stile or maimer, will cer- 
tainlj possess the nferit of excluding all mat¬ 
ter, but whjt is founded on unexc**plionabIe 
authority, «or bottomed upon the personal 
experience and observation of, &ir,yonrs,&c. 

&c.-ViNDEY.- London, Decemler 14, 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

(Conlivnedfrom p. 64.J 
Jamaica. — Resolution^, passed unanimously 
by the House of Assembly, on the 2Qthrf 
Oct. IS 07 . relative to the distressed state 
of the Colony, and especially to the Aboli¬ 
tion Act, passed by the last Parliament, 
What has been long known and felt 
here, has been lately fully proved be¬ 
fore a Committee of the House of Com¬ 
mons, that, from the operations of the 
causes which we have only briefly adverted 
to, the great staple of the British West In¬ 
dies, sugar', dees not sell in the markets of 
the mother country for the duties, with the 
cxpences and charges of sending it there.— 
And that, with the .exception of a few plan¬ 
tations on a veiy^ large s«?ale, or under cir¬ 
cumstances peculiarly fortunate, no revennw 
whar*\*eF is left to the planter, fiar the snp- 
pbrt of his family, or the satisfaction of bia 
creditors.—The committee need hardly re^ 
present that the only permanent source oF 
taxation must be the clear revenue of the in- 
tjlvidnals composing the society, who give 
up a proportion of it to the general use, and 
for the common safety, In whatever mannhv 
that proportion may be, raised. * - 

(To be eontinuei.} 
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BaMHMfcs————liiirfi* ' 

Gsorgc Rose, Secretary of the Trensiiry, iin-lcr the late minUter, Pitt, states, in a pamphlet, entitle_tl. <‘4- 
“ Examination into the Inctniss of the Revcmio, Coinmerc, &c.” that the whole of the voluntary cnnjjijjpJr 
tiona in France amounted to but “ a tritle more than the free gift of an English manufacturer to the Vo1uitU|> . 
“ ry Contributions for carrying on the last war" (by which war commerce was incrcti .cd instead of dhni* 
nished), “ the single subscription of which manut.tcturer, in one payment at the Bank of England, was 
10,0001." The writer adrls, that he “ feels infinire siiist..ction in publishing to ilie world the name or 
“ Robert Peele, Esq. of Bury, l.ancashire, who tltu-: exalted the national character.” The writer does, how- 
ever/omit to stale, that, in a very few months after this free was made, to the ezaltation of tlia national 
character, the said English manufacturer was created a Baronet. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS.. 

Pj:ace. -It appears, lhat, witliin 

Ihe^e fewdajs, the sort of pacific ogling, that 
had been going on for some lime, between 
PVauoe and ns, has been put an end to. But, 
a publiLation, in the French official paper, 
" the Moniteur," of the 7th iiistan', does, 
in an indirect way, let us know what are 
the views and intentions of Napoleon vt'ilh 

respect to peace.-Tfiis j>ublication is a 

cotnnjentary upon llte king of Fjigland's De¬ 
claration, issued in answer to fliat of the 
liinpcror of Russia; and, through this chan¬ 
nel, we are given to understand, that a ft'r- 
nial recognition, on oiir part, of llie " l.i- 
berty of the Seas,” will not be insisted up¬ 
on, at the ensuing peace. Tliis way of con¬ 
veying his sentiments to us, and of letting 
us know his intentions, is, to s.ny the least 
of it, unworthy of the man who calls him¬ 
self, and who really is, the conqueror and 

lawgiver of Europe.-1 look upon no other 

part of the commentary as being of any im¬ 
portance. I care not what he says of, or 
what he does to, Prussia or Russia or Austria 
or Hanover or any oilier of the countries of 
. (Jermany or Italy. I leave the disputes 
about the treaty of Tilsit and Lord Laudor- 
dale’.s mission to be settled by those, wlio 
thinknlut reasoning about rights and wrongs 
has any thing to do with the termination of 
our war with France. I see, in Napoleon, 
a man who has conquered the continent of 
Europe; whose mind is firmly bent upon 
the conquest of this kingdom; who was in 
hopes of being able so to embarrass ns, as to 
induce us to gi ve up those maritime right!, 
without exercising which it is impossible that 
we should resist his power for any length of 
time i who has now perceived, that he can¬ 
not, at present, frighten us into a tbnn:\J 
^nrrender of those rights; and who has, 
^^erefbre, taken the circuitous way, obuvc' 
mentioned) to let us know, that he will nut 
DOW Insist upon that point.—-^I<ct us now 
tjike Uie part of the paper, which relates to 
thia matter. Jtnomes after a qnoiatinu from 
(JmU part of the IMaration of the king. 
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wherein ho says, that he* will, in spite of .ill 
combinations agnin.st him, assert tliosa 
rights, the exercise of which has maintained 
the maritime power of England. Upon this 
p.i.ssago it is, that the Mouileur makes the 

following remarks.--“ That which has 

“ maintained the maritime power of Eng- 
*' land lias not been tyrannical principles or 
“ ni; xiins, hut the policy, the energy, the 
“ good .sense, and the pnuieni conduct of 
“ your anct.stcrs; it is the divisions-whfch 
“ they have often had the address to scatter 
“■ on the coniiiieiit. That which will as- 
“ hi’iilially contribute to its dcf-truction is 
" the though I lessno.ss, precipitancy, vjo- 
" K nee, and silly arrogance of their succiis- 
" sors, The Emperor of Russia wishes for 
“ a maritime peace. Austria, France, and 
“ Spain participate in these sentimeflts. 
“ Von I.-ave declared that the iiegociation 
“ wiili France ‘ was^ only broken off upoD 
" ptdiits atleciing the interests of Russia.’ 
" Wherefoie, then, we again ask, do you 
” continue the war ? Why, it is because 
“ you do not wish for peace.’*——Let u» 
imitate the iVIonileiir, and dispatch as wo 
proceed, ” Tyrannical principles" is a 
phra.se of doubtful mt^niing, in this case; 
bccau's.-, wh.it you call tyrannical, we‘da 
tint; *atul, while we thank you for the just 
applau.se, which you bestow upon our an¬ 
cestors, wc must insist, that ir is merited, 
only because they held, and resolutely acted 
upon what you are pleased to call “ tyran¬ 
nical principles;” for, (Jom the time rliat- 
tills country bore the name of England, It 
claimed a right of sen dominion, as .ibsolnte 
as that which any sovereign, or state, has 
upon the laud; and, the fault, nay, the 
crime, of their dc.vcendants has been, that 
t!;oy lu-ive^ step by step, receded from fliif 
claim, placing England, in respect to mari¬ 
time rights, upon the same fooling with fb4 
other states of Europe, yielding, 1^ little and 
little, to the newfangled code of. maritime' . 
laws, hatciied in tlie universities,of Germa¬ 
ny, by tlie professors pensioned by Deri- 
jnark, Russia, France, and Holland. Our 

D 
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“ ancestors,” of whose " policy, energy, 

*' and good sense” you speak, would have 
made war for their whole life lung, rather 
than have saflfered. the powers of the conti- 
K,nchPto encroach the niaritirae domi- 
of England} it is, therefore, an uii- 
. lucky choice in you to appeal from us to j 
them, who speak to us from the grave, and 
reproach ul for having already, dastard-like, 
giveit up, what they, at all hazards, through 
all troubles and revolutions, so resolutely 

preserved.-And what is there in the- 

principles of our maritime rules, which sa¬ 
vour of " tyranny ?” You think it no tyran¬ 
ny to erect a kingdom of Westphalia, in vir¬ 
tue of your right of conquest. Indeed, king 
Jerome expressly tells his new subjects, that 
it is upon ttiat right he comes to reign over 
them. The same is your plea in all the 
countries upon the continent of Europe; 
and, I am by no means disposed to dispute 
its validity. Conquest gives right of domi¬ 
nion. It is so; it always has been so, from 
tlie time of Joshua to the present day; and 
it always must be so. But, if you claim 
this right upon the land, why are not we to 
daim it upon the sea? There is no differ¬ 
ence in the two cases, that I can perceive, 
except this, that, while it is notorious, that 
your conquests are not at all necessary to the 
defence of France, it is equally notorious, 
that to exercise dominion upon the sea is ab. 
soluteiy necessary to the defence of England. 
To say, thajt the sea not liable to the same 
rules as the land is absurd. It suits you to 
call the sea the " high-way of nations,” be¬ 
cause it is upon the sea alone that we liave 
power to atinoy you, or to defend ourselves; 
but, can it be maintained, with any shew of 
reason, that a nation surrounded by the wa¬ 
ter, a considerable .part of its property and 
population being always upon that dement, 
shall have no lights there other thah those 
possessed in common with continental na¬ 
tions ? You may as well attempt to persuade 
us, that the birds and the beasts have as 
much right to the use of the waters as the 
lisli have- -T he next passage of these re¬ 

marks of the Moniteur is well worthy of at¬ 
tention. “ It is because you do not wish 
for peace that you raise useless questions. 
France, Austria, Spain, Holland, Naples, 
s^y, as well as tlte Emperor of Russia, 
that they proclaim alike the ivinciples of 
the arm^ neutrality. Those powers 
have, doubtless, the right to declare the 
principles which are to be the rule of 
their policy; they have the right to say 
on what cpnditions it becomes them to be 
your enemies, or neutral. You, you 
prodaim 4 a«w the pfinciples of your ma- 


" ritinie laws. Well, then I This opposW 
" tion of principles will not be an impedt- 
" ment to the re-establishment of peace. 

" They have on neither side any effiict duf- 
" ring peace j they have no application ex- 
" cepi when you are at war with a radri- 
time power; but in that casp each go- 
" vernment has the right and power to con- 
aider the first violation of its flag as an act 
“ of hostility. The ciraimstances in w.hich 
you will then find yourselves will deter- 
mine your conduct then. If it is with 
'* France that you are at war, you will not 
" judge her a power sufficiently feeble to 
'• render if indiflerent to you whether you 
“ draw other enemies upon you, and yep 
" will shew some consideration for the reP 
“ of Europe. You did not venture to in- 
" suit the flags of every power, till you had 
** the address to arm all the, continent 
" against France. It was then your mari- 
" time princ iples were changed; and they 
became more unjust and mure violent, in 
proportion as your continental connec¬ 
tions became more contracted, or your al¬ 
lies maintained with mure difficulty the 
.$ti uggle in which you had engaged them. 
It was thus that when Russia was obliged 
to collect all her force against the French 
in Poland, you violated her flag, and re¬ 
fused her, in respect to her commercial 
treaty, concessions which you shewed 
ourselves dispo.sed to grant when she 
ad no longer any enemies to combat. 
I'hc powers of the continent, in proclaim¬ 
ing anew the principles of the armed 
neutrality, do but announce the maxims 
u|x)n which they purpose to act in the 
next maritime war. You cannot prevent 
their directing their policy as they under- , 
stand it; they exercise in this the right 
which appertains to all governments,'and 
to the usurpation of which they^would 
have nothing to oppose but the ultima ra¬ 
tio regom. On your part, you proclaim 
the principles of your maritime laws, that 
is, the maxims which you will employ i'li 
your' next war. The continent has no 
interest in demanding from you either de¬ 
clarations or renunciations. Declarations 
would have no effect, from the momeot 
you/ migb*! think yon could forget them 
with impunity. Renunciations are. with¬ 
out an object, - since we cannot renounce 
what we do not possess. If we judge of 
what yon will do, by whatyoa mve hi¬ 
therto done, we tnayr conclude, that ym 
will not require from the pow^ of the 
continent, either dechiration or tenuo^ 
tion; end as they «dl) demand none frq^ 
you, there ii hcace tioqttesRoa to 
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DO difficulty to Ksolve; there is'nothing 
** which can retard for a day the blessings 
** of peace.”——This is, I think, as palpa¬ 
ble a sneaking as I ever met with in all my 
li^. As awkward a one, too, as 4 t is possi¬ 
ble to conceive. Mr. Talleyrand's good 
genius certainly did not predominate in the 
hour when these notes were penned. What! 
all the boasting about “ conquering the li- 
berty of the seas” come to this ! Why not 
have told os, at once, that yon found that 
you had got hold of the wrong horn j that 
you had been deceived 5 that you, therefore, 
^ave up the design of forcing us to yield the 
right of search : why not act thus, and not 
attempt to sneak out of the difficulty, by a 
shuffling trick like this ’ I'be Emperor of 
Russia is put forward to bear the hiimt: it 
is his words that have such and sik li a me.in- 
ing; you seem to have completely foigotieu 
all Xapoleoii’s threats and vows upon the 
same subject: you secm<o nish to make the 
world forget, tfiat he has pledged huit^ell 10 
the rontineiit of Europe to “Vsin«iuer the 
" liberty of the sea»j” and, if a peace weie 
now made, at a moment when we, in fatt, 
exercise a complete maritime doiniinon, 
what would become of this pledge, unless 
we were made to 1 enounce that dominion ’ 
But, let us see, how the poor Emperor of 
Russia stands, as to this mattor. He (wise 
and valiant prince ') has declared (see Vol. 
XII. p. 896), that “ he abrogates, forever, 
*' the convention of 1801; that he pro- 
** claims a-new the pi inciplei of the armed 
neutrality, that monument of the wisdom 
of the Empress Catharine, and binds him- 
“ self never to recede from that system.” 
Now, who would not hive thought, liom 
this, tint this wise man was resolved to have 
a share of the glory of “ conquering the 11 - 
ber/y of the seas >” Not at all, it seems; 
and that he only meant to say, that, in the 
next war after this, he would act upon the 
principles of the armed neutndity; and, 
of course, that, if England should set those 
principles at nought, he would again pio- 
claim them a-new as to be acted upon by 
by him, in the next war after that Veiily 
this is almost too foolish to be believed of 
the young and noble-minded and high- 
“■ spirited monarch," who, with the other 
of Prussia, " breathed his vows and plighted^ 
" his troth, over the tomb of the great’ 
** Frederick, at Potsdam.*’-But, it ap¬ 

pears now, that there is nothing to re- 
** QOuiice.*' What vvas it, then, that Na- 

? )leon so often talked of “ conquering ? ” 

0 conquer a thing is to obtain it by force : 
to take it fronran enemy,'or to compel that 
coen^ tO|;ire it up to you. Now', you ac- j 


cuse us of having arrogated to oarselvea tbf 
exclusive freedom of the seas; take it frtxg. 
us you cannot, or, at least, you acknowT's , 
ledge that you have not done it yet; and, i£^ 
you do not make us give it up, it is de&T 
that you do not conquer it; so that, your 
declaration, that this question need not be 
agitated in negociations for peace, amounts 
to a complete abandonment of the promise, 
to fuird which your word has, a hundred 
tunes, been pledged.-You affect to re¬ 

gard the Emperor of Russia's declaration as 
having no reference to the present war, be¬ 
cause be is engaged 111 the war, and, there¬ 
fore, c.mnof be now affected by our mari¬ 
time dominion; but, you forget, surely, 
that the neutrals ate affected by it, and jib 
through the sides ot the neutrals, I might 
say neutral, for there is but one; but, then, 
th It one is mighty, as long as she is neutral, 
h.iving more merchant shipping than all the 
continent of Europe put together, Holland 
only excepted, Now, is it of no impor- 
taiK e to espouse tlic cause of this great neu¬ 
tral state; to .ipply the piinciples of the 
armed neutrality to her; to insist upon her 
" neutrality being respected,” in his sense 
of the wouls; and, not to makepeaq; with. 
Us, until we do so lespect it ? Is this of np 
importance > Aio the poor fellows, who 
live across the Atlantic, and who arc passing 
non irapoitation acts and building log-houses 
and mud-forts and gun-boats, wherewith to 
aid you in “ conquering the freSdom of the 
seas; ” are these poor fellows, after alt 
their toasting with you at Petersburgh and ' 
Rochefort, follow ng the example of the 
imperial toast at Tilsit, to be left in the 
Itnch to “ conquer the liberty of the seas ” 
single handed ? Since, however, this is 
the teal meaning of the Emperor of Russia, 
wc cectainly shall very soon come to an ac¬ 
commodation with him: if he means not 
to .ict upon the principles of the armed neu¬ 
trality during war, we shall have no objec¬ 
tion at ail to his cherishing them, with all 
his paternal and princely care, during peace. 

-The conclusion of the remarks of (bp 

Moniteur glance at what we may be dis- 
IwseJ to demand, “ If however, you 
should raise the strange and novel preten* 
sion of imposing upon France, and thp 
“ other powers of the continent, by an act 
“ of your Vill alone, the obligation of sub- 
" scribing to ypur maritime laws, this is ae 
" if you were to require that the legidaturp 
" and sovereignty of Russia, France, and 
*' Spain, should be transported to London 
" —a fine prerogative for your parliament. 

" It would be the same as if you were to 
*' proclaim evei lasting war^ or as if yon 
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were to fix as-the termituuioii of war the 
nvjtiiciu when yon shoiiM ha.e noize.i on 
St. Peteribm’i’h, IViris, V'lenna, and Ma- 
drnl. But if ihin i)e no: at iln.‘ iinUom of 
'S*' y<5lir sentiment, iheie i.s no ftiillicrob¬ 
stacle to peace; lor, nceonling to yonr 
own cxp.v.vs'o!)'), ' i.e^i.li iiioiis were bro- 
kcii otf on |/'iiiiis wIncJi toiicU'(1 iinme- 
di.'iiely iioi tlie iiiteri-it-. ot l.ii Ijiiinnuic 
Majesty, but llio-e of liis Iinperiid Ally 
for (he Itnpcn.il Ally of his Britannic 
M ije»iy, ii.'is iiifiirmcd you, that peace 
i.i liencclortli the [irincijj.il end of his 
wish, the principal object of his in- 
lere'«t.” Yi -., but, tl yb did (very 
ftwlisbly, 1 allow,) in.ihe the Jtanperor of 
Russia’s inteicst.s an inijicdimeiit ti) peace, 
during the iieL;<H i,»iion of [.ord Lauderdale, 
it does not follow, 1 think, that, now that 
he wishes I'or peace, as the ally of France, 
that that ciu innstaace alone onglil to induce 
us to make peace.—No, we do not want to | 
see M'ly “M>M'nigiity traiisported to Lon- ■ 
“ doii " Wo hav • <puie SOS ereigiis enough ^ 
IiM'Cj but, we liave all a great desire, not 
t.> see the sovereignly of England transported 
to France; and, if we make pea now, 
leaving France the absolute mistress of all 
the continent', and with full leisure and 
means to stock the harbours of Denmark, 
Plolland, Portugal, and Spain with .ships of 
war, we can, without kdng gifted with 
prophetic powers, clearly perceive, that it 
conld not bp long before .such a transporta¬ 
tion would take place. Tlierefoie it is, that 
W’e do see an obstacle to peace, tbougii we 
wish for that event; an insurmountable ob¬ 
stacle to peace, while Holland in particular 
reniains under the controiil of France. Wc 
do not wish yon and yonr friends and allies 
to “ siibs< ribe to our nuuitime laws.” We 
only wuil jon to evacuate Holland and 
Denmark and Spain and I’uriugal ; to 
take, away yonr troops to a eertiin distance, 
and to leave llu* pi'ople to d.) as they please 
with their own connirles p'^pcctively. Till 
this, or something like I’nis be obtained, 
what is the use (U\paa. e to us' It can be 
only the na'ue of pence; lor, we mast arm 
again in a year, or be coii'inerecl, V/e do 
n*tvvaiitto conquer yuu. We, the people 
of this kiiigj\au, care uoihip'^ jit all about 
the mjiuier, in which yon may surroiiinl 
itraucc w'itli subaheni "piincipiilities and 
hingdonvi. It ii no iiiatier to ns whether 
you m.ake Mr. Talleyran.l or his v.alet a 
prince. Von may iiate as many king fin- 
genes and king Jeromes as you pleaw'; and 
we ktiow' not that the ch.mge is for the 
waCae. Rut, we ourselves wish to remain 
.here by the name of Englishmen, and to 


. have np ralers of your setting up, entermio' 
ing a confident hope, that tul tbs alteration 
I wanted here we are, w'ilhout any of yow 
help, quite able to effect. For this reason 
it is, tbal^we dread such a peace as w'ould 
leave nil the continent bound in your chains, 
and all the harbours, dock-yards, and naval 
arsenals at yonr command. Either, iheie- 
fore, you ought to be made to restore a real 
independonce to the conntiies abuve-nanied, 
or, to stipulate, that no ships of war shall 
he built in those countries, or sail out ol 
tlieir harbours, during peace. It is useless 
to tell Us, that this is “ to proclaim eternal 
“ war.” Such a phrase is nonsense; be¬ 
cause we must all (not excepting Napoleon) 
die at no very distant day; but, however long 
llio w'ar may last, though it w'cro to dcseend 
to our great giand-childicii, they would say, 
a.s we now say, that war, wuh all its evil*, 
is preferable to being conquered by France. 

-^I’lic question,with yon is; “ jccr, or 

peace:*" But, with ns. the qiuwlioii i.s. 
“ ii'ar, or '“ihwcrif to rrarne:’" I’hat ii to 
say, if you rd'use the conditions above sug¬ 
gested; for, witlumi those conditions, peace 
and indt'pendence wo conld not enjoy, Thi.s 
vast difference between your sitiwtion and 
ours ought never to be lost sight of. You 
ri-<k nothing by pe.icc, upon terms .such as 
these; but we ri.sk every thing, without 
those terms. If you are ready to make 
]>cace u[>on such terms, our ministers will 
shew' themselves the tools of low selfish 
pris-,ions, if they do not give as peace ; but, 
if you refuse such terms, they will certainly 
hare our suppoit in cariying on the war. 

iVs to the cause of this change in your 
tone towards Isngland, it lies not very deep¬ 
ly hidden. You hare now subdued the 
continent; yon have pushed your commer¬ 
cial prohibitions to ilieir utmost extx’ut; and 
you have found, lliat our means conti/iue as 
great as ever, and that, .so far from being 
fear-slrieken.at the peace of Tilsit, we have, 
since that event, demonstrated less dread 
than before. The truth i«i (and you ])erceive 
it), that, instead of profiling from the wars 
of the continent, as you always asserted, 
and |)erha])s tlioughf, those wars v^ere a 
continual drain upon the fruits of our indus¬ 
try ; and, as lately condnelcd by your ene¬ 
mies, a contina.il df adener of tAir spirits. 
Their Cim4e we made our own; their defeats 
we could not avoid considering as the defeats 
of ourselves; and, by degrees, forgetting 
tite glorious example of our anc^tors, and 
even overlooking the means w'hicb God 
given us for our protection, we at last came 
to that state of mind, which led us to 
elude, that the fate of England wA to te. 
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dMkted upon the plainii of l^onKria ^nd fo- 
laird. .The -peace of I'ilsU, after* havii;rg 
stunned Ui for a moment, gave a new torn 
to Our thoughts j an<l, 1 hope, and believe, 
that the historian will have it to record, 
th^t, taught by this event to look at home, 
to consider the immenie resources, natural 
as well, as acquired, of our country} the 
strength arising from the industry, the pa¬ 
tient enterprise} the valour; the confidence 
unmixed with suspicion, of her people; the 
mass of means collected upon so compara¬ 
tively small a spot, and means, too, so ma¬ 
nageable, so easily brought into operation 
and wielded against every foe: that, thus 
taught to consider, we looked back with 
shame to the days, when foolish or wicked 
ministers had made ns believe, that onr exis¬ 
tence as a nation depended on the caprice of 
some half-ideot upon the continent, or upon 
the intrigues of a French or German strum¬ 
pet, whose fi ieiidly pnitection we had pur¬ 
chased with sweat and* with blood; liiat, 
from a contemplation of our past follies, 
we came to wise and manly rd'sfclutions for 
the future; that we explicitly declared onr 
resolution, to maintain the dominion of the 
sea, in all its rigour, since onr enemy had 
obtained the dominion of the land; and, 
that from this we did not, in the smallest 
particle, desist, until we had compelled that 
enemy, who had repeatedly vowed our de¬ 
struction, so far to relax in his rights, ob¬ 
tained by conquest, as to onabic us to make 
peace with him, without danger to nnr in¬ 
dependence or injury to our character.- 

The Mori'ing Chronicle, however, appears 
to see the matter in quite a different liglit. 
He has eagerly seized hold of this new tone 
of France, as being a proof of a pacific dis¬ 
position on her part. ^ay, he looks upon 
the ahandonment of the pretension to com¬ 
pel u-^ to surrender onr luaritiiiic tights; he 
looks upon this as a “ contasiou, ' and U ;ls 
us bnldly, that now ttie obsta.'ie to iieg;;- 
ciation being removed, our ministers will, 
at once, set about the work of p -ace, un¬ 
less they are resolved up(»n carrying on war 
to the utmost extremity. A “ com ession!” 
So then, the abandoning of any pretensiusi 
whatever is a concession ? Mapoleon has, I 
Ijelieve, in so ntany w'ords, said that he 
would destroy' this new Carthage, w'hich 
we, from vulgar tradition, call England; 
and, now that he cotidescends to let u.s 
imow, that be does not mean absolutely to 
destroy u.s, we are, or cour.se, to look upon 
that as a concession. Napoleon has conce¬ 
ded 80 far as to sulFcr us to exist. " The 
ministers will enter upon negociation, if 
** they be not resolved to cany on ike war 


"’to extremity." Upoir negoeiatiou ? To 
be sure they will, whenever they $ee a fair 
Oj ening for it, thougli it wouKl be unwise 
to shew any very great eagenie-is. But; 
though they may, and ought, to bejeady 
to negix-'iate } and though 1 agree, that,vha** 
titles and other a-ssumptions of Napoleon 
and his family ought to be no obstacle; 
it does n‘ot follow, that peace must be made, 
because he has now graciously condescended 
to sav, that he does nut mean to force us to 
give up our maritime rights. Now, as be¬ 
fore, the question whether peace be projtef, 

will depend wholly upon the terms.-^I’he 

Morning Chronicle has an argument in fa¬ 
vour uf peace, to which, I think, none but 
a very ‘‘ desperate politician ’’ would have 
resorted j namely, the distressed state of the 
cloth-makers in Yorkshire, who are, as hd 
aihrms, all thrown out of employment in 
consequence of the demand for cloth for ex¬ 
portation having ceased. I have proved, as 
clearly as the fact would admit of proof (see 
Vol. Xir. p. 87 . 5 ), that the total number of 
persons, employed in manufacturing goods 
for the foreign market, and iii exporting 
tho.se goods, did not amount, in F.ngland 
and Scotland, to more than 400,000, in¬ 
cluding women and children, from tlus 
cradle upwards, Mr, Spence, in' a third 
and cnlc.rged edition of his pamphlet, nvail- 
ing himself, as he acknowledges, of my in¬ 
formation and arguments, has, from a more 
deliberate calculations concincied, that tku 
number does not exceed :10(),000. Now, 
siip|K)sing the whole. 3(X),(XX) to lie thrown 
out of employment, it i.s only adding about 
one fifth to the paupers already iti England, 
Wales, and Scotland. The evil would be 
very great, I allow. God forbid, that X- 
should .sp>;ak of it with levity IJnt, the 
eiKirl would be to “ sfarve” nobody, the 
parish-p.mpers being lull as well fe^l and 
dollied as a great part of those, who are not 
paniicrs. ''J'lie same quantity of food ami 
lael would remain in the Kingdom; and, 1 
think, it will not be contended, even by the 
Morning Chronicle, that clotliin^ woiud be 
dearer. The efi'ect woiifd be this: t.'iose 
who, from being abie to earn ibeir liting, 
wouid desreiul into the list of paupers, would 
become somewhat c!c-basod, and those who 
possessed the real properly of the coiuitry, 
would he obligcil to support them, a con- 
.siderahle (Tart of the biuthcii f.dlirg, as. in 
justice it ought, upon those uisiikts and 
those persons, who hive been enriched by 
the labour of the m.amiiaclurers now titruwi) 
out of employment, "yv'earc coiistaiuly re- 
iviluded of ihe immc’ise incivasc of Birming- 
liam, Liverpool, Manehesicr, and oihjtfr 



im . 

'{daces. ''All this/*' itf tbe iKirtizSDs tff 
comnoerce, ** u tbc effect of woat you wish 
" to see peridi.”' All this, we say, is an 
evil, and» amongst other reasons for this 
opioisjp, we urge that of its being a hot-bed 
Yor l|ixnr]{ and pauperisnK But, laying this 
qh^on aside, for the present, all these 
wildings, all this suddenly acquired wealth 
^ arisen oot of what ? The labour of the 
maqofacturers; tbe labour of those, who, 
Sai t^ Morning Chronicle asserts, are now 

atai|Vihg for want..of what, 

think you ? Not of food and raiment, for 
it is clear that the war takes none of that 
away) but of work; “ actually starving for 
** want of woik!" That is ^o say, the 
poor wretches have, by their labour, enrich¬ 
ed their respective neighbourhoods, and 
now, that their masters have, lor a wliile, no 
demand for their labour, they will suffer 
them to die with hungei and with cold. Oh. 
1 )0! ^ot so, at any rate, unless, indmi, 
which is rather improbable, all the justices 
of the peace, in the districts alluded to, be 
roaster-manufacturers. The food and rai¬ 
ment is all here, just as completely as it 
would have been, if commerce had received 
no check •, and, 1 am in no fear, that the 
ousted manufacturers will not receive, gene¬ 
rally speaking, as much of it now as they did 
before; the only diffeience being this; 
that, wiiile they gave work for their food and 
.raiment, their masters and the land-owners 
derived great profit Ir/nn the existence of 
the manufacturers, whereas they will now 
deiive no profit fiom it, but will be obliged 
to give back part of tbeir profits to support 
those maiiufacturcis without labour, than 
tbejnslire of which nothing can, I think, be 
mere evident. Not no, however, appear to 
think the inaster-m-mufacturcrs and land- 
owaers of the districts in question. They 
fad not, when it suits tbeir {nirpose, tg pro¬ 
claim the advantages which they derive fiom 
commerce; they refer us, and not in the 
most modest manner, to their opulence and 
greatness, and their spinning-jenny Baro¬ 
nets; but, the moment their profits are 
checked, they coiriplain of the miseries of 
tlm poor souls, upon tbe fruit of whose la¬ 
bour they have fattened. They call them 
** tbe stamng pooi,” as if they bad nothing 
n)ore to do with them. Having no more 
•profit from their labour, these poor are no 
l 9 ug.ee theirs. They are melted dCrwn, all at 
ctnce, into tbe mass of the nation. From 
the operation of a simitar principle it is, that 
we never see a Quaker banged; because, 
the moment any of the meiul^rsofthat sect 
am discovered toiiave a banging propensity, 
tAay arc " re^ out of (peeiing," and when 
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the|Mw*‘wrtftchAi ctmie to their fo r <ln)iiia 4 
end, tbei^ltelmig to the Cbort^ oT Bnglaiidx, 
which, like tlte nation, U obliged to own att 
those who are disowned by every individoA 
and every sect. But, the Quakers have ano* 
ther pnncvple, which tlie knights of the 
shuttle do not seem anxious to adopt) that 
is, that it is their duty tb maintain # their 
own poor, a principle, which, in the coan> 
try where I have been intimate with them, 
they act upon in the most kind and liberal 
manner, an example, which, if it be not be¬ 
neath tbe dignity of the knights, I would beg 
leave to point out for their imitation at thia 

time.-.Here it is that the shoe pinches. 

This is the cause of the petitions for peace, 
with which we are now threatened. It ia 
not " starving manufacturers,” that we bear 
crying for foi^ and raiment; but, the ava¬ 
ricious clamour of those wlro have been en¬ 
riched by their labour, perceiving that now 
they shall he compelled to give up a part of 
their riches to keep life in those, by whose 
labour they have been enriched ; rather than 
do which tl\<^ would see tbeir country hum¬ 
bled in Uie dust.——We are told of the- 
" respectability” of the petitioners; that ia 
to say, of their riches. To be sure The 
more property a man has, the more he has 
to pay towards the parish rates; so that tliese 
petitions are, in fact, petitions against tbe 
poor-rates, under the guise of feeling for the 
poor; jiv t as the long parliament made use 
of lire king's name in a war against his au¬ 
thority and life. Pass an act to divide the 
poor rates of the mainihicturing districts 
amongst all tbe parishes of England ; make 
all those, who b.>ve not shared 10 tbe profits 
of commerce, share in the burdens which it 
thus, occasionally brings ; do something so 
manifestly iniquitous as this, and, though I 
uill uot say, that the knights of the shuttle 
will not grumble at the suspension of iheir 
profits, I will engage that they shall talk no 
more about petitions for peace.——Thus far 
I have treated the matter ujwn a supposition, 
that all the 300,000 persons employed ia 
manufacturiqg for exportation are now ac¬ 
tually thrown out or employment, and are 
living, and must continue to live, in a state 
of pauperism. But, it is notorious, that 
much more than two-thirds of the export' 
trade still exists, though it will, in all proba¬ 
bility, be farther diminished^ To leave no* 
thing, however, in dispute upon this scnrai, 

I content myself with taking for granted, 
that even the " maniac” will not deny, 
that a part of the export trade will con# 
tinue; and, then, it follows of course, 
that a part of tbe 300,000 persons aboee, 
desenM, wiU act be canted fo " itarve 
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tiif HiMiombfy luppoae^ m^U1 » rather tbtn 
** starve " accept oftbefi^tjr ehineast whidi 
Lord Caattereagli’s wife military plan faas 
caawd to be tiw bounty for serving in the 
miiitia, especiaUy as, to the said forty gui- 
neasy^are added very good food, clothing, 
and lodging, daring the time of service, 
without the least possible danger to life or 
limb. I will mention no mure particulars, 
buerefer*the reader to the Register, Vol XII. 
pages 837 and 8/5, and to Mr. Spence, 
3d edition, page 6(i and onwards, where, as 
I flatter myself, he will see it clearly proved, 
that the total‘^oss of foreign commerce, 
and, of course, the throwing out of em¬ 
ployment of all the manufacturers,'employ¬ 
ed in making goods for exportation, could 
not produce any injury to the nation, nor 
any hardships of long duration to the la¬ 
bouring maiiutacUirers, though it would 
certainly considerably lessen the proflts of 
their masters, would tnanslcr a part of their 
protits to other classes of tradesmen, and 
would, there is every reason to hope, pre¬ 
vent any future counting-house minister 
from creating spinning-jenny Baronets.—— 
But, after ail, what has the situation of the 
manutacturers, or of any other class of the 
people, or of the whole of the people, rich 
as well as poor, in the kingdom ; what has 
it to do with the question.of peace, or war, 
taken in the abstract ; unless you come, at 
once, to the conclusion, tliat it is better to 
be conquered than to undergo hardships ? 
If you come to this conclusion, there the 
matter ends $ for, as the enemy’s people 
have told you, that they must now suffer 
great hardships, having so welV proved to 
you tlhit they can sufter them tor almost 
any length of time ; and, as by submitting 
to suflbring themselves, they are able (upon 
this ^apposition) to cause you to suffer too j 
the result necessarily is, that you must be 
conquered. A petition to the king, there¬ 
fore, to surrender these islands to Napolemi, 
because the suffering of the pedple would 
thereby be put an end to, would have some 
sense in it; but, to petition him to restore 
the blessings of peace, without ppiniing o«t 
^the terms, is mere senseless talk, and cannot 
'be fliirly ascribed to any bat 'selfish or fac¬ 
tious motives. It matters not who is at the 
helm, or how the war began. These are 
ciKumatances which have noUiing at all (b 
^ with the question. My fear is, that 
.Qfose ministers wiU, like the Addingtons, 
make a peace, whenever they find it likely 
to aecure their places longer than they cmild 
.hold them without peace, though I shall be 
glad to'find, that »y Urn* are groundless. 
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men that it can boast, the questh^ cKfi._ 

would still remain the same { fof, hoHnivair'’' 
justly they might detest the conduft of tballf. ^ 
predecesson for a long series of years . 

ever anxious they mtgM be to pan|dt|Nti^* 
Uc-robbers, and to prevent their future 
lage, of what use would any of, or aH, , 
their efforts be, unless they preserved the 
independence, of the country. To he sare, 
when one reflects upon the shameful waste 
of the public resources; upon the scandalous 
abuses that arc suffered to exisf, and that 
are openly countenanced and fostered { opoo 
the prodigality that daily insults us with ^ 
boasts: when one thus reflects, the devil fli 
apt to tempt one with a wish, which it Were 
useless to describe. But, we most re^st 
this, temptation, and resolve, first of all to 
keep out the foreign foe, and next to arush, 
as soon as possible, our foes within.——la 
taking my leave of this subject, 1 do oat 
like to let slip the opportunity of saying A 
word or two upon the effect which wmt qaa 
upon the prices of provisions, and, ofcoone, 
upon those of labour. Ihe last scarcity hap¬ 
pened during war; and, 1 remember it was 
said by Mr. Fox: “the country may be 
“ conquered by a peace, but the people 
“ must cat'," a saying which was fi'equeatly 
quoted, about the time, but which certain¬ 
ly discovered not much profundity of reflec¬ 
tion in the great orator, from whose lips 
it proceeded. In Vel, VI. oC the Begistm*, 
page239,1 showed, that, during the last Italf 
century, bread bad been, upon im itverago, 
ratber cheapei, in war tlian in {leace ; and 
now, after four years of war, wheat sells 
for sixteen pounds a load. The average 
price of the quartern JoAf was 
during the last peaccj and lO^d. was ita 
price on the 28th of last month, as wiU be 
seen by the tabic at the close of the preced¬ 
ing volume. Indeed, one would seek In . 
vain for the reason, whereon the saying, oj^' 
Mr. Fox was lonuded; for, war has nodfoct 
ujxin the seasons; it does not add >to the 
number tff mouths to befed ; if it takes some 
hands from the plough to wield the musket, 
it, in this country, brings othm to the 
plough from the shuttle ; and, if it ndtbtV 
takes from the quantity of food produeeil 
nor adds to the demand for food, where' shall 
we look for a solid reason for the opiokai^ 
that war A the cause of dearth of proviiioissi 
an opinion which may in some cases^ ICa^ ^ 
to great national calamities ? 

Auebican States. -In this number,’ 

or in the next, will be inserted the Amcri- 
cao “ non-importation act," thb passtog of 
which is intended so materially to aid in tbai . 
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ifiinoas Modiettafafiff ;>» the eftiiquermj of 
djfrffibBfty-of th«f sea*,” and'wliich, after 


; Mispenrlcd,; rin>e after time for nfarly 
two years', has, v^ith Miigular t;oi)d luck, 
I, beeRifATt 'injo actual e)!t’cutio;i, jiT't jU the 
tirfiff, jvften ri)e eiupero'S N.ipole m and 
Aleii^n'dur have nolilied lotlic wvuM, that 
•it is hot, ar present, tlieir iiitcnticn tn aui- 

. jOjaer the liberty of. the .se.i'.-By u re 

it^ica to tlij.s liet, It will be jKaceived, that, 
'^letMtiparativelv sj.c.kinrj, tew articles of our 
goods «re pioinbllcil j hut, parlicnlaiiy, 
'w'OoIltars, til u'liieb ttie An.oi icaiis import 
■ ■'iittle of a fme finjlity, they, in tliis act, 
crttlilbit the impoilatioH o! none but the 
tpery fint-st. Yet, llip observance of this act, 
ft^rrow a.s are the limits 6t its extent, they 
.would not, either in peace or war, be able 

to enforce for nine months.-Tliey allow 

ihe importation ol good.s from the Cape of 
yQood Hope, or beyond ii j but, that cliannel 

■wUf,l should suppose; soon be .stopped.- 

Tbe.«bief point for observation, however, 
atrptiesent, is this : that this hostile act was 
parsed, as w ill be seen by a ref erence to 
it', on the ISthof April, In year and 
u half before the affair of the Che.sapeake 
to^fc place, and lung before any of our 
briers of council, restraining American com- 
» coerce, y'cre thought of. 'Jhis act was 
passed for the obvious, nny, the acknow¬ 
ledged and declared purpose, ofcumjvoliing 
England to accede to the deninnds of Ame¬ 
rica. Qt those demuofls we have before 
spoken; but* wliatever they were, it is of 
importance to bear in mind, that this act 
. of expected compulsion, this act oft at least, 
{dore than dem’TUo.stillty, was passed a year 
and a half before the alKiir of the Chesa¬ 
peake took place. Let us not be tuhl, then, 
that we have, slirred up a war with America 
by our attack upon tliat vessel, or by our 

wdera of council.-The ground of the 

pon-importation act was, as far as I have 
’^CfD infornu'vi, a refusal, on our part, to 
yield to a liciiiam!, made on the part of 
i^neiica, that -.vc should enter iuio a stipu-, 
|iKiO(l,.4har, in future, *• no jiiiieriatni)eiicl, 
'wh(thi cr name or d^vsi tipiiun, should, 

** ;ffi avy case, hu detained, nr searched. Jar 
The author of a pamphlet, enti-* 
tied W411, OK NO WAB,"publislied at Neyv 
York, ifi December last, has, by way of 
•trictnrp upon,this demand, the following 

pksfage.-“ Then, John Stiles !hay send 

'f H vessel from I’hiladclphin to Liverpool, 

‘J under (be American flag, and while lying 
f' tJjerp,, should fopr highwaymen, who had 
ff cotpditUcd robbery with murder, take 
r«iuge ajhoard her, they may be com- 
ff p}etc!y yrolwted, and catried to apy 



*' i>]r|fcd''oir silfct)’.' 

“ O’reat lirllain, kldi?d by llt^ tniH^fy, 
solicit in vain or the vessel may become 
“ a transport, and take hi a regiment df 
hVcnchmen Inland in Ireland, and should 
“ a British cruiser meet her ill the channel, 
*• she must ueveribeless pass 'binnolested 
“ for no British commander has a right to 
“ ieaich Jar eje/t.-——*Thus, John Stiles 
“ gains tlic distinction of being abfe to 
" pro'cet the traitor, the murderer, ‘the 
“ robber, the spy or the enemy of any na- 
“ tion, against Biiti.sh authority : for Great 
“ Britain has a right to search his ship far 
“ vicn, Lew, J believe, will be inclined 
“ to carry the righis of John Stiles so far. 
“ Yet the doctrine, as kiid down, and as 
“ contended for by many of the supporters 
" of our sagacious president, goes coni- 
“ pletely this length. Wiicfher the great 
“ man has actually instructed his ministers 
“ in London to this effect, as his friends say, 
“ is not for me to Mtfirm. But if he has, 

“ I may sa^ with much sincerity, that if 
“ it should lobt increase my conviction of his 
“ weakness and inconsistency, it would of 

'* his rashness.''— . The same w’ritersays : 

‘"multitudes of English,'Scotch, and Irish 
“ sea-faring men become possessed of cer- 
“ tificatcsof nainralization bypurcba.se, or 
“ by perjury, as soon as they have fairly got 
“ foot on our .shores. ■ The fraudulent 
“ manner, in which they are covered, or 
“ attempted to be so, by Americdn proteC'. 
“ tions, has so often been detected, that 
“ it has brought a seriouii imputation upon 
" our national character.”—-— Now, though 
the writer, here quoted, may be well dis¬ 
posed towards England, and also of (he 
party oppo.sovl to Mr. Jefferson j yet, 
he would not h.ive ventured to make 
a slatement like this, and at such a time; 
too, had if nof been undeniably true. I 
cite it merely in corroboration of my own 
stafemeuts upon the Suiyect 5 for to me the 
knowledge ot the facts has long been fami- 
liar.——ilt* is proW.ib]e that Mr. Jefferson 
v^tv.dd have contented himself with some>‘ 
thing shtSB't of the '* rights of John Stiles 
he-would, perhaps, u|>oti our supplication, 
have so modified the demanded stipulation, , 
as to hqve left us at liberty to prevent him 
from sheltering felons in England,' and frem) 
conveying the enemy's troops td oar ihores y 
but, if a whole ship's crew had 'd&smted tel 
his ships, he wouH have protected them alt. 
The extent of the mischief, which wontdl 
h.'ive arisen to Os, from acceding *to thitf 
demand, sets all calculation at deffaitee. 
With onr right search duly executed, anff - 
with the consequent' ct^ntinual ‘gn. . 



p{t{»i<he4 tbft Aimorfeafts have now somt! 
thotwitid^ ot our seamen on board tbefr 
sbtps j what «onUI that number bt', then, 
if tt were pioctainud, thiuugh our fleets 
aiid;i<]aadrun<>, that, by solemn treaty, wo 
had bound ouiseives not to t( ueb any man, 
who should be foiuni on bu .rd ot an A ne- 
ncan ship, American ships being in all the 
ports and parts of the world * It is eiidonf, 
that 'soch a treaty wodd oiimin om 
navy. It would unman any nivj , fn, 
where is the sailoi, Fnghsh, Aiumc ii, 
Frentb, or any other, wlio would not ar- 
cept ol such olFeis, if held out to hmi * 
But, It w<w ptecisely betinse tbev ktu-A 
that It wou'd hate this effect, tint the 
Amei leans demanded it at our hands To 
join in the fight they were not disposed 
They ibooght we w^ie hard piessed. Ihey 
thought Engl nd was down, and to us the 
woids of then judge, Unlltdgc, upon a 
foimer occasion, they Hould glidly Inse 
“ seized her by the tin oat’, but, like 
Falsi iff, they had some fears that^she might 
rise again, or, at least, give them a blow in 
her last convulsive agonies, an 1, tlicrefoie, 
to unite safely with enterpnze, tlii) resolved 
to proceed in imitation of then pi eat San- 
grado like physK lan, Dh llosii, that is to 
say, insmuatu a lancet into hei VL.ins, let 
hei bleed, to use one of hii p’liases, till 
she was" as white asNew-Jeiscj veal’ ,and, 
w ben she became motionless, appro ich her, 
and, with the malice of fiends, snigger in 
her face 1 Ins was then plan of oj'ei itious, 
tins was the design of the " mild, uir- 
" offending, and peiceable 'Imeru an peo 
" pie”, and, jet, theie are Englishmen, oi 
an Englishman (for, I should hope that the 
editor of the Morning Chionide is the on!) 
one), who has the assurance to hold out to 
the public, that this people was to be " won 

'* by concession ”-^Ihe Couiier news- 

po^rer has published an extiait of a letter, 
fiomCapt. WiLLAUMrz to General Tin leau, 
tbeFieiicJi minister in the United States, 
which extract I here insert, after observing, 
that It IS stated, that the Captain met the 

brig, which he mentions, at sei.- 

y have just apprehended four sesmeu desert- 
*^'ers from the VaJeureuse frigite, wbith 
** 1 found on board ao Amercan b’lg, 
they had et^ged at seventeen 
per months Now, bir, if joti 
^cceed is the Amenc'in 

*^N|lfikiiM)timent phy'oSWn a compensation 
tniicondiret in seducing thus our 
sittuen. you will punish it by nuking it 
amart in fhat point in which if feels the 
iQQstj, Vizt its stvarnce in money, and 



^ So jbtich'th* tom , 

pfeoide htarts fer 
*• been continually n^th^ng nsr 
•* seducing onif best seainet)*%uXj«li;iHr 
this letter,/vbich beat's date, oft lioam 
the Fondrotant, at the Havanmh, itfith 
Octobei, 1806, is hardly a'tjhumeilek} 
and, we, Invo never heard of any de* 
mauds, miU*j by the Amerltiait govern*, 
ment, upon Finite, touching this Se<>rrhmg 
for se linen And vef, why ttotopon Francd 
as well is upon Lix'liind * ** Why, thi'y hate 
*' us and love the 1 lench ” 'lliat is p vety 
good leason foi tkeir paitial conduct, butai 
veij b'>d oin ‘or our hoping to win fheus by 
toiuessions, by luiiliei toucess'ons, I ^oufal 
say, % we Inve been making concessions 
to them toi fittecii icais pa<t. I his letter 
wears all the appe^irance of 'nithenfhttty j 
and the sentiments are prtciscly those, nhich 
the Ireiiih enteitim with tespect t« the 
An’eiic in governn ciii, which they despise 
beyond the powei ot decent words toex- 
piess , to a lienee, indeed^ (hat I have 
sometimes tliougnt to smpass ’the bounds of 
strict justice \ t does it cling to them. 
It’s love ippe us to lie attracted and prOsefi^d 
by contempt 1 he real fact is this, that the 
A’liencaiis lute the lienclv rather morethah 
they hate ns, peisimllj , but, th^ fiar 
them, andoui cowaidly conduct, for seVeraf 
jeais past, indeed, evei nnee tliepimcei^ 
1783 , has made them despise at well ashateus. 
-—I hwe before given my opintenasto 
the incapacity of America to c^rry on Spar, 
vvithnui producing her own destination as a 
fedei fltive union of States. I w ill, now, 
fiomtbe piniphler, above quoted, sbewfbq 
reader what is written and published Upon 
the subject, in America Suppose the 
author of " wak, or no war”, to bq a 
paity opponent of Mr. Jeffersoo; Vet, 
where facts are stated, and fha^ mo, 
in such a foim, there must bd st^ 
truth whereon foi them to rest t or, at 
least. It IS pretty evident, that tfaejt are 
gcncnlly admitted as tiuths—— ” Oor 
" commercial source of finaace'* (that is to 
sfly, the collections at tiie castom>hotue) 

" produces annually somew lint above fltteen 
*' millions of dollars (or .f 3,375,000). A 
* " very lew ships ot the enemy might fob 
us of It} and not only so, bat also hy 
" oifr cnmmeicial towns in ashes, annihr* 
lating <)ur property to an tncalcal|lh{|r 
" amount. If this stream of revenue sh^Nld 
" be di led up, where could we look for otqpi 
'* poit ? Wiiere is onr system of intdAkht 
" taxation > Where should we fold meimg 
" to piy a diiect tav should it be levWl 
" Oui commerce once gone, and dqf ftw^ 





* «f taiffi^ tnob^are gone wtA it. 

* We ibrtttMiely Ibave no mines of const- 
/ tterel^ v|teft| end it is notorious, we 
' faeva terjr IkUa coin leaiaining in tlw cof- 

** fen of oar dtizens. Hence we can look 
** fe connaetce, end to commerce alone, to 
oaf treasury} which, without it, would 
very soon be empty. The whole of our 
retfenuo at this time arising ftom other 
** sources, would not half pay our civil list. 

Hence we perceive, we are leaving to the 
** merty of every maritime foe, the only 
** means we have in our power, for an easy 
** and adequate support ot our goverrunent. 
H Let us suppose, that a war with Great 
' ** Britain at this moment existed. Whence 
** should we derive a revenue to carry it on ? 
** ,From our commerce it will be answered. 
** Aqt four-iifUis of our commerce, to speak 
** moderatdy, would be immediately an- 
*,* nibilated. From our trading towns, and 
banks of deposit Very well j but would 
** not our trading towns be either burnt or 
** plundered i Or supposing, contrary to 
** reason, that neither of these happened to 
** any one of them} titeir business being 
**• intenropted, would tliey not be obliged to 
** cast their dependence npon the country 
** iostead of supportii^ government ? How 
V* mom who now find full employment, 
** would be obliged to turn v^rants for 
** aoitmiance 1 How many now in af- 
** flsMoce, would soon be reduced topo- 
** veiW ^ Our doors are open; and the rob- 
" ber may enter and plunder as he pleases. 
** Our banks of dqiosit, however, would af- 
" ferd a temporary supply. But who will 
** invade private proper^, to gain an ig- 
** OominiouB respite f 1 grant yon, a very 
** good republican mip;bt; but then it would 
** be only to borrow it} and no one could 
**. be under apprehension but that it would 
** bp scrupulously returned, with interest. 
But again, another difficulty would arise. 
Our banks contain little else but fictitious 
c^tal; they might emit paper in abuo- 
*! dance; yet, in a time of doubt and un- 
•* certainty, what scheme would give it cur- 
** ipney? The sfockbolder would by no 
** moens find himself exempt from the ge- 
" MmI calamity. On the contrsury, his 
** bubble would burst ; and he would tell * 
y/w, paper was not silver, nor parchment 
** •——Such la the statement of tliia 
wnter, and it is, *10 no respect exfiggerated. 
Tbefe is no internal tax worth spiking of. 
tb^Geve, the post-office is now the only 
apQivp of intai^ revenue; and, observe, 
that foua^fifliu of the custom duties are col-. 
tetdod 0 ^ goods going to, or coming from, 
^tglaiN and her poasesiions. The veiy 


wad wor 

feor fifths of tte wb^ ravanoe-; ooi^^ let it 
be fmgotten, that nearly one half of li|b 
whole revenue is wanted to pay the miecelt 
of the national debt. Where, then, if they 
have war with us, are the stockholders to 
find their next year’s dividends 1 Are‘they 
to come from internal taxes to be imposed ? 

“ King Cong " knows well, that it would * 
be safer for him to thrust his head, hydra as 
it is, into the fire, than attempt to impose 
internal taxes, the total amount of which 
should equal a quarter part of the taxes now 
arising from Knglibh goods. How farcical ia 
it, then, to talk of this people making a 
navy,” and “ fortifications,” and “ raising 
an army.” That they might make an in* 
road into Upper Canada is probable enough; 
because the people of Hampshire might 
easily invade Surrey; dnU, they will never 
reach Lower Canada; and, if they were to 
do it, and to conquer wild woods, seeing that 
the •• liberty of tjbe seas” is not so easily 
conquered, what would they gain 1 ** They 
“ cry,” saj's the writer above quoted, tor 
*’ more idnd, although we cannot cultivate, 

** or even raise boundaries to, the fiftieth 
*' part of what we already have in pos- 
" session: for an extension of jurisdiction 
“ they cry, although, from its enormons 
" size, the Union is already threatened with 
“ dismemberment.”——I have spoken be¬ 
fore of the " American navy ” and fortifica* 
tions. In terms very contemptuous cer¬ 
tainly ; but, as will appear from the next 
and last extract I shall make from tins pam* . 
pblet, not beyond the truth.—“ The na- 
" vy has been sold, burnt, and wasted away, 

*’ until it has almost disappeared. Our 
" arms, arsenals and military Stores, instead 
** of receiving considerable augmentation, 
have suffered all the diminution of ao 
'* cident and decay. The fortificatiqns of 
** our different harbours were io a condi- 
“ tion to prevent our being tbe derision of 
** an invading enemy, l^ese have been 
" demolished, or have mouldered back to 
** earth, until yon can scarcely find a piece. 

of ordnance mounted for a signal gun. 

“ Where is the ship that has been built 1 
Where the barrier raised agaimt iava- 
** sion } Where the pre^ratitm for <feferM«f 
" worthy of mention ? None is to be found 
" along our exten^ve and exposed anaeir 
'f The timber and materials for 
*' afloat the shipf «f line, euthomied li^ 
law, arc goM wtm the real; wl^ mhh ‘ 
** ruins only remain, to leproach 
“ folly, or as memorials of tbe/Hsinpliagt 
" effi^s of time.*'—And, this »ue pao*. 
pie who are going m war|^ they 
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bgr birely ptcNMWPBiog 4b«r 

fiftib* of tbeir revenoa. VMMiih 
whom tho MoniM Cbroakoe iwiiild £iui 
gerMude lu to fearwould fem peraiiade oa 
to make new concstatona to> in order to 
appeaae thetr wrath—But, 1 shall be 
asked, " how ihd they carry on war hejare, 
•• without revenue >" Oh, oh! You mean 
> they should go to work again to the making 
of paper money, and to the taking of peo¬ 
ple’s goods by force with that money, and 
to the confiscating of the property of Tones 
(or rich men), and to the paying off old 
scores with an act of “ King Congin 
short, you mean, that there should be an¬ 
other revolution lhat is quite another 
thing, and, it is a thing, too, 'Which if they 
do go to war, you will certainly see take 
place, their war against us (for it is they 
who make it) being evidently destined to 
terminate, like the war, u hich, as the fible 
tells us, was, by the glasses and dishes com¬ 
bing, made ag-unst theji^mer. 

BoUey, Jan 21,1808. 

king's SFBFCIf. * 

On Thursday, the2lst of January, ISOS. 
the two Houses of Parliament having met, 
the Session was opened by Commission, 
with the Jollowing Speech, which uas 
read by the Lord Chancelloj, 

My Lords and Gentlemen,—^Wehave 
received his Majesty’s commands to assure 
you, that in calling you together at this im¬ 
portant conjunctuie of afiairs, he entertains 
the most perfect conviction, that he sliill 
find in you the samo determination 'u ith 
which bis Majesty himselt is animated, to 
uphold the honour of his crown, and the 
just rights and interests ot bis people —We 
are commanded by Ins Msjesty to inform 
jrou, ^at 110 sooner had the result ot the 
o^ociations at lilsit, confiimed the in¬ 
fluence and .control of France ovei the 
powers of the continent, than his Msjesty 
was apprised of the mtenttons of the enemy 
to combine those powers in one general con¬ 
federacy, to be diiected either to the entire 
subjugation of this kingdom, or to the im¬ 
posing upon his Majesty an insecure and i^ 
honunious peace—-That for this puipose, it 
was determined to force into hostility against 
hiS Majesty, states which had hitherto been 
allowed by Prance to maintain or tc pui« 
chase their neutraUty, and to bung to beat 
against diflerent points of bis Maiesty’s do- 
Jtjbuons, tbe whole of the naval force of 
^arepe, anfl specihcaily the fledtl of Porta- 
Jpl pod Denmark.-—To place tbOMs fleets out 
powei qf such a confederacy became 
tSwiM Um uiflli{«Q8able duty of hts Ma- 




V In ^ 

a* lelamfl to falelif^iiS 

haicomtnai|^t»to«BMreyo«» ^iiwl$i 
with tbe deqMUt reloctance t!bai 
found hims^ CompeUed, after bw aarmipl 
endeavours Ja open a negocution with tag 
Danish govemflient had failed, to aot^flas 
hia commanders to resort to the extremttjr 
of force, but that lie has tbe greateat aatia- 
faction in congratulating you upootlieiue- 
cessfiil execution of this pamfui, bat necaa* 
saiy setiice—We are fivtlmr oommaoded 
to acquaint you, that the course which lua 
Majesty bad to pursue with respect to Pbr* 
tugal, uas Inppily of a nature naore oel^^ 
nial to Ins Majesty’s feelin|;s. TIk tiinel^ 
and unieserved communication the oomt 
of Lisbon ot the demands and dengos of 
France, while it confirmed to bis Miyes^ 
the 'iiithenticity of the advices which hu 
received fium other quaiten, entttkalthat 
lourt to bis Majesty s cunfidence in the son* 
ceiity of the assiiiances by wbidi that cam* 
niuiMi ation was accompanied —Hie fleet of 
Pot tugal was destined by France to be «m* 
ployed as an instrument of vengeance ag^mit 
Gieat Britain. 1 hat fleet has been second 
fiom tbe grasp of France, and i« now MB- 
ployed in conveying to its Ameneandomi* 
nions the hopes and fortunes of tbe fbihl* 
guese monarchy. His Maj^ty impkMM the 
protection of Diiine Proviihmce upon that 
enterprise, rejoicing in the preservation of 
a power so long the ffietid and ally of GreaC 
Bi itain, and m tbe pibspect of its estab)tsll«< 
meiit* in the new world with *aagmeatcd 
stienglh and splendor —We have it in coin« 
mand flora hu Majesty to inform you, tIM 
the determination of the enemy n> excito 
fiostilities between his Majesty ^ bis kitd 
allies, the Lmperoisof Busaia and Anstria* 
and tbe King of Prassta* has been but too 
successful, and (hat tbe mmisten from theio 
powe’ihave demanded and vaoeisod thew 
passports—^This measure, on the pert of 
Russia, has been attempted to be juatifled 
by a statement of wrongs and grievmcei 
winch have no real foundation. Tbe Bm* 
peror of Russia had indeed pro^iodhiittW* 
diation between lus Majesty and Bmooe. 
HisMijesty did not refuse that medtttiMi^ 
*biit he lb conhdeiit you will feel the propHo* 
tyof its not having been accepted uiifQ 111% 
Majesty should have been enabled to aieer* 
tain Ihst f^ussia was in a condition to mov 
diate impartially, and until tbe pnoci^b i| 
the basis on which France was ready to HO* 
gociate weie made known to his Ma j ea ba ** 
No pretence of justification has been alfeogii> 
fill (lie hostile conduct of the.Ehipe^W’ 
Austria, or tor that of bis Primum MbnlW, 
—His Majesty has not given 
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jjfihhd of t& either of tht»e 

T«i«n<», irfor it' the Hioiftent ulitfn they 
me wifhdrnvtn then nnm')tt>r*,* 

IfltT* t'^jr WJ^nect ti» Ivi Mijesty any rlis- 
fltkt (^irU4i fi)i that procepdins;—His Ma¬ 
li**^ hw'dtreetod tint < ),iies of the tone 
«'^>iul(Mioe bctwe^i Ins \rii<"st\ sHinbi-i doi 
add the mints u t n t i i-,n id ms (t his 
* hft{*efnl M<ii»sU I III. t Him it Uiissij, 
dtninaf fin* n ’■millions n i I it and the 
othent iiotr rl the Riissi i ininist(.i it this 
court, coitim ng the off i it hs Iinpeiw! 
Majesty s moilntn i hi w in Im Mntsty 
attd francti^ethn with t' inssei ic- 
tnfnfed to t hit note bv hib Mij sis tmn- 
rbtnid, in I alsi rmms the oflRtnl 
I’lites present'd bv the Aiistiim minis(et 
at tilts cooit, ami ol the lusucis whuh 
bis Mflj sty lotniinndid to bo ritmntd 

to them, should be Ind bcfoie ion - 

It U sxith tmicern thit his MijC'iv on 
matids us to Hiforrn }< u, th it nc t % ir istind 
iiig hii earnest wishes to ttinnn ite tlie mui 
in which lit Is eiigigidwiih the O ti in 
l\>rte. Ills Mijeslys endtuouis, inhijpi 
lys-for the ru'MsIi empne nave betid'’ 
feited bj file machiintioiis of liaiitL, not 
T®>s the enemy of th» Port,, th in of Gi it 
Brttliit BwtwhiU llu uiflu ntcoff nice his 
boBR tlios nnfoirninti]) siitL-sfuI ui pu* 
vwitmg the teiinuiVon of i Mst n j bostih- 
tRe4> and in (ttitni^ iitu \v u i^inist this 
teumiy, his Mijtstv tom inn Is ns to in- 
tartn ymi thit the King of S vtdui Ins n.- 
srsted every attempt tfi indiitc Jiiiu to ib iii 
Hll^n hts aJlnnce will Git'it bntaiii ,* nul 
that his MiK'-fy eotettaitis no doul tint 
yxntwill f*ol with him thosicr dness of the 
thuy which the hrnuess and fadelity of the 
K ng of bw otic n imp ise upon hn AI ijtsty, 
aid tbU yoti wilt tonctir in ena'ling his 
Majest,! to dischaige it m a miniiitt woithy 
<»t tins rmiitn It leniains foi u», atiord^ 
mj to U>s Mai-s s < immiid> to stne to 
\«u tb tthciiriiv tf( ommen e ind \mity 
betwtei his M josty and the I nited States 
at Amertc. whitb v as t« lu'nJec! md ‘ign- 
ed by com uiss oneis duly <i .thon/td tor 
thii pot pose, oi,tlie dlst ot Dertmbti, 
liHObt ha% not laktn t ll c*, lu c )ii- cpi nee 
qt tbw-fefasd of the Pr< s J»iit of the IJiiiud 
biatishAtatify that inst imtnt 1 ji an uin 
antihonsed ait of loice conn iiftd,giinst rn 
AenMuaA ship ut w n Ins M i)t‘-ty did not 
beaitate Ui otter mimediatc ind spent iniuiis 
repoAuioo But in attempt his been n^ade 
bytAtbs Americtn govtrmneni to connect 
^ettiun which hat aiiscn oat of 
thu aetj pretensions inconiibtent with the 
nautB oe rights ni Great fit itaui such pre» 
fitfHQiti ha Majesty \s dctcrntiued pever to 


admit. Iflt Mfttjeaiy, itayt^fbalasa, fabpet 
that (he Americao gov«rh(Aent will b#ie& 
tnated by the same cteitfe to Preserve th4 
relationi of peace and friendsinp betweett 
the two countries which has ever influenced 
his Majpsty’s conduct, and that any difB* 
culties m the discnssion now pending may 
be effcctuallj removed Hia Majesty haa 
comminded mo to stite to you, that in 
toiiscqneiice of the deciee by which France 
dtclaitd the whole ot Ins Mijesty’s domi¬ 
nions to be in (I state of block ule, and sub- 
)c.(l(dto seizure and connscalio’i, the pro- 
(liKe ind minuf ictutwS of Ins kingdom, hiS 
Miiosty resorted, ni the first insiincc, to ,i 
mtisneof mitigilcd utilialioii, ■'nd tint 
this me isuic Invittg proved inedectnal for 
its object, hi Mijestv his since found (t 
neicssirj to idopt uifaeis of greatei vigour, 
w hu h, he comminds u to state to von, 
will lequire flic nd ot Pailnmcnt to give 
tin m complete ird clfectu il operation Hts 
Miifity bis dircc/td copies of the otders 
which he his issued with ilii idvicc of his 
I'nvv C unnLil upon this subject to be laid 
btfoii you, and he comminds us to re¬ 
commend them to vour eaily attention 
Gcmle nen of the House of Com¬ 
mons, —His Mijcsty lusdncctcd the csti- 
m ites foi the n niig year to be 1 iid before 
you, in the tullcst confuicncc that jour 
io^i’tj ind public spnit will induce you to 
mde siifh piovision for the public service 
i» the urgency ot affiirs miy require His 
Majestj his gieit satisfiction injnfoiming 
von, thit, notwithstindiiig the d fhcultves 
which the cncmj has endc ivoured to impose 
•Ip in tiicCommcicc ot his Subjects, and upon 
then Inteicouise with other Nations, the 
Resources of the Countiy have continuecJ tn 
the last year to be so abundant, as to have 
piodnced, both from the permanent and 
tempoiary revenue, a leteipt considenbly 
Jjiger than tbit of the preceding year —1 be 
satisfiction which his Majesty feels a-.snred 
jou will derive, in common with his Ma¬ 
jesty, from this proof of the solidity of 
tiiirse Kesourivi, cannot but be greatly in» 
cieised, if. It Ills Mijesfy confidently 
hppes. It shall be found possible to raise the 
necessary Supplies for the present year^ 
without any material addition to the Public’' 
Bm thens 

My Lords add Gentlemen,-' •». — Wo are 
especially comt landed to say to you, in the 
name of his Majesty, that, if ever there 
wis a just and National War, it is that 
vhtch Ins Majesty is now compeilad to 
prosecute-*/rhi8 Wir is in its principle 
purely DeftVlsive. His Majesty looks but . 
to the atuipment of a seeproand boQQQtRhhk 
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^re fixied ia||K)n tbe BlitUh. Parliament. If, 
aa bis Majesty GonlidentiAlly trusts, you 
display in tbis«ri«s of the fate of ttie couu- 
tiy tbe characteiistie spirit of the British 
Nation, and face unappalied the unnatural 
comhinatiou which is gathered around us, 
his Majesty bids ns to assui'c you of his 
drra persiMsiou, that under the blessing of 
Divine Pros idciice, the struggle will piuve 
successful and gloiiuus to Great Britain. 

We are lastly commanded to assure you, that 
111 this awful and momentous contest, you 
may lely on the firmness of bis Majesty, 

VI ho has no cause but that of his [leople, 
and that his Majesty reciprocally relies 
on the vviidoiu, the constancy, and the 
adcLtioiiatc support of his Parliament. 

IKPLAlfn, \S IT IS. 

ViNDFX, LeITEK II. 

•Sir, — ' —What has been retu«ikcd of the 
textuic of the Kiigl.sh language, fhal it has 
more nnomalics tlian an) utliei known, may 
be mom tuily applied to the oppiesscd con¬ 
dition of the Irish people. In contempla¬ 
ting the seveie and multitanous grievances, 
which that nation etuluies, one can easily 
perceive the univeisalit) of oppiession; but 
it is vain to look for that unity ui nnifuiinity 
of cause, that generates the sulleiings of 
other afflicted couutiies. It is a maxim 
equally applicable to politics as to physics, 
that (he simpler ibe iMusc the less itijui ions 
will be the coiiscqntnce It is not the sin¬ 
gle fuuntaiti, from wlii''h a groat inei may 
take its rise, that swells its pi out! tide, and 
makes it flow with majesty to tbe ocean. 

Vaiious aecesaary streams feed its piogress; 
and ^ho Hood, whith it discbatges at its 
mouth, is the accuinulaiioii fioni many 
sources. The oppression, which flows from i toms, the disesse lies The fbiCetirf^ 

any single cause, is simple, and may behght, , habit, or the flattery of »tU-love, may re»dcy 
when spread over the vast surface of society. 

But, when all ilio springs of power ai e opt n- 
ed, when every channel, through which op¬ 
pression can Bow, contributes us contents to 
swell tbe common tide, how frightful mu*st 
*betheedee(s of the desolating inundation, )•slcum eradicate the i>ec'cant csti«» tvHHi 
Those, somewhat elevated in rank or station, J the coustituiiun, the relief is but tempeM^ 
may esiitpe with little comparative injury, i the relapse certain, and often £jttg]«it Jliv 
but all the lower orders of tbe community | cing the,teal source of the nMlssly, 
must be overwhelmed by the flood.—-Ihe ) which lieland isafilictedf we nuisi nolij 
iron rod of a government falls with roost i solely, to the Piutestauts, or to the Q#iiar 
weight upon the objects, most immediately ; lies, or to fhe cloigy, or to ih* prit ' “ * 


(aketsib 

•despotic gcvewimept, wbieh 
lower orders from Us sevens 
multiplies tbe smsrees of infliction, nHistii^. 
gravate the auBeiings of a natioii-. Tb^ip* 
laony of the mass, collecting atid cencisntiai' 
ting every clement of intolerance aiularbl- 
irary power, pour* forth sue^i a* huge deed 
of oppression, .a* to overthrew every b 4 rrihi^, 
and involve all classes of society in nneiedis* 
ciiaiiiiaiu state of misery and degradation. 
Tlve«e are the three gieat sources of national 
snfttiing; for to some one of these tnay'be 
traced the oppiessiousof every nation, whose 
calamities aic recoided in histoiy., Yet l)Ot 
to any one of these, nor to a combinaf iot), t>f 
any, or of all of them, are fhe miseries (ST 
the liikh nation to be ascribed, Tbe wretebe 
edness of that people a{>prjrs written, lb 
gible chaiacters, ovei the face of the laixli^ 
but, whilst thceilLVtis thus visible in fJ^e 
light of day, the ob-turity of midnight dari^, 
ne->y cmel ips, .ind conceals the real caoffi 
fimn View Many truths, various ertont, 
and much iniitcpiesentation have been pnl^ 
lished iipon this ,object, but no wi iter, ifailil 
I have (uiisuucd, has, .according to my opw' 
inon, pointed out the radical, tbe retnotd 
souirc ot all the evils, that mar the inlernit 
qnlet .'ind pio>|eiityot fhal country.« 
tbulic (Uiabililies, and the Itardships, ^FtM|^^ 
fiom tythun, hive been, and are, at picsent, 
lunch insisted on, as the great causes of 
Iilsb giicvante. It wVuld be false, to e.si- 
sert, that the Irish nation has no^l^t gFOUnd 
of complaint, no well lonnded claim for c«- ' 
dreis,uuder these heads, but, it would,jbbv 
tiay a gioss igiioiaiice ot llie subject, »tofel 
disacquaintaiice with tlic real state of She • 
people of It eland, to contend, Uiat the re* 
mov. I of cirber, oi bojb, could have any 
peini iiient ciltcf upi n the internal tranffuB* 
lity uf* that country *1 bese ar^but syujp* 


th v,e, who aie most affected, least sensible d 
the existence *1 the disc.ive. ^lie palieu^ 
mistaking tlic sjmptoms Jor the complai)i.li, 
look, with confidence to re-establishmeis^ 
upon their icmoval j yet, unless the pll^ 


within ks reach, and spending its force, as it 
^ descends, is scarcely peiceplible, when it 
touches, tbe lowett links of society, llie 
'oppreMtop of an overhearing aristocracy par- 


orders, or to the unprivileged CMase»f',pf 
most consider tbe whole, as forming «nir tw» 
dy, prewuting certain indicatiuiisof-'its.sitfli.^^ 
indisposiUon, iu those a|Fectieiu,,.whidN|b 



fiwi) f^^rncAL 

W «my part of (h^t whole, 

^jnntffll OtMdN*i^i'>» Of interested indivtdoali 
itHlir* of truth, ascribe -to a 

to the whole. The'pre- 
' atriMilniiy.W true, though the confhision 
Jph4uXf of the extent, to which it would be 
Incite Out, by them. Such views and such 
"t^NUCtioris answer all the purposes of a sect 
' ^-8 party, that may have an intcre.st, in dis- 

S tring the true state of the case, or in em- 
rmssiDg thegovernment and deceiving the 
Imblic a . false one. There is no subject 
of public importance, upon which so little 
.<corcect information, or so much real igno- 
noce is betrayed in this country, as in the 
impressions given and entertained, on the 
•ctual state of Ireland. To form a judg- 
^ meat by the 'factious representations ot those 
' men, who scandalously abandoned the Ca¬ 
tholics, whilst in office, one would suppose, 
that emancipation was now a measure of the 
. laat importance to Ireland. In my former 
latter, I stated, and 1 here repeat the asser¬ 
tion, that the tot.il emancipation of the Ca- 
tihcdics, would prove nn incalculable benefit 
Ip the empire,without havinganyconsiderabte 
aiect on the internal stale of Ireland, i am 
convinced, th.at any man, acquainted with the 
general catholic mind, will agreewith me,th<'it 
the measure, if unaccompanied by others for 
^ redress of practical grievances, \w>uld not 
have the smallest eifect, either to eradicate 
Mr^ Grattan's quaint pimple, or supercede 
the necessity of Mr. Sheridan’s equally quaint 
fttich. But, even though the balsam of 
emancipation were to clear the complexion 
•f thebetuty from the pimple, it would not 
ramove &om the constitution those ill hu- 
maun, of which the pimple is but a symp- 
^ tpm. Tbc act of emancipation would have 
ho more inflneace npon the wretched pea- 

E tt, than an act, for allowing him to inha- 
e slated house, would have, in recoiiciling 
,lrim' to bis misetable cabin, because of the 
privilege conferred upon him, of being lodg- 
hd^ as well as his superiors, if ever his cir- 
ClunstaooeB should enable him to procure the 
•tacemmodation. «His grievances are practi- 

thih hlswants rml ^ and it is not by the coib' 

— * ^ _1 _• __ 
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tythefitid'thew^thmiowit^ mkre- 
pi^nted, and anke Ihisitnd^tdod in 
country. On the gnmnd of the pro- 
Jiertyoi^ the clergy and of lay impropriators, 
111 tythes, is unquestionable; and certainly 
the attack upon that descriptkni of propmx 
comes with a very bad grace from the Mnd 
proprietors. It would be superfluous here 
to enter into any proof of the common law 
right of the clergy to tythes, in their several 
benefices. That proportion of the produce 
of the soil has been imprescriptably vested 
in the church; and, 1 doubt much, whether 
any land proprietor in the empire, can pro¬ 
duce so venerable a title to bis estate, it is 
necessary to bear this in mind iri order' to 
decide upon the principles, which have ac¬ 
tuated the land proprietors of Ireland in their 
hostility to the rights'of the clergy, Itr has 
been stated above, that the title of the clergy 
on tythes is immeiTiorial and imprescriptablej 
not so the claims of the Irish land proprie¬ 
tors. Nine-tenths of the lands of Ireland 
have been regranted on forfeiture since the 
reformation. The lands, of course, passed 
to the grantees, subject to the claims of the 
church, which were indefeasible even by the 
crown; for those lands only, which be-^ 
longed to the suppressed monasteries, were, 
or could be, granted over by the executive, 
discharged of tythes, because these ^Jands 
alone were previously exempt from' their 
operation. The proprietors, therefore, of 
nine-tenths of the lands of Ireland, whether 
claiming by descent, or purchase, from the 
original grantees, or their representatives, 
must bold their estates according to the 
terms of the original grant. They can have 
no right to what was not, and could not, be 
conveyed by it—the property of the cl^gy. 
Every species of tenure, by which tand^ia 
onw held in Ireland, has been effect^ in 
the contemplation of this prior claim of the 
cleigy. The purchaser and the occupier 
have acquired their different degrees of pro¬ 
perty or interest, upon lower terms, in the 
proportion, that the amount of 'tlw tythes 
cymmitiuMl the value of the acquisition. - It 


MMItCMion of political rights, which he can would be unjust, therefore, not oi^ to' tfaO 
aMMiP hops to enjoy, that be is to be recoii-*' dergy, but to those, who eithef’^d or I^^ 
i^t present privations and grievous lands, undier this impression, tO 


IpiiMcturohimeas. Every honest and im 
w^al min miwtbe a friend to emancipation, 
iHit no good or well intentioned subject 
WInM wish to liwoe tbat question into ,dis- 
msskw, it present, without some reasonable 
fVDspicftwf success. Indiscreet precipitancy 
W)0iiw*'dilf tend to retard an event, which 
OMfy dbur of sober fefleet'ioo, on the part of 
, imo^odw Ojppos»‘^l^ •must aocekmto 


abolition of tythes, so valuable afomcissien 
of property to the present proprlewTs' , 
terre-tenants, for which no conrideratfotf 
whatever bad been paid, of reserved, at ^ 
time of making the pui^se or the lei^.' .'t 
know it may he said, that it is iwt tern 
abolition,isut-a reasonable comniutitlda,'of, 
tythes, that is. sought. • I stdfoit foit 
mutaflen is dm. osfoBiiUi ibjeol ti-lSiititi 





fmatfh litv« «Hnmi tIbW .qneitioa «« 
Uie^otlw op the cbanodt bat my ae*' 
jpimeat wiU «{>{rfy e^lty to eoromutationas 
no uboUtioa, ameM that commatation be 
adequate to the clergy, and still levied ^ 
the toil. In' 1734 the land propnetors of 
Ireland abolished tythes of ngistmeui by an 
arbitrary vote of the Irish House of Com* 
moos, declaring any professional man an 
enenty to his country, who should be con* 
cerned in any process for the recovery of 
tythes of agistment. This felonious injunc* 
tion, for it robbed the clergy of their proper¬ 
ty without any colour of law, was afterwards 
legalised and placed upon the Statute Book 
at the Union. But, wli 1 were the gainers by 
that transaction } Were they not the pro¬ 
prietors themselves, whose pastuie and 
feeding grounds were enhanced in value by 
being thus exonerated from the cLiims ot the 
clergy ? No man will venture to assert, that 
the public was in the smallest degree bene¬ 
fited. Neither beef, uof butter, dor mut¬ 
ton, waa reduced in price, in consequence, 
and theie is good reason to thinlf, that the 
present Ingh rates of tythes, in tlwt country, 
are owing to that measure, which, by con¬ 
fining their operation to so small a portion 
of the surface of the country, as that em¬ 
ployed in tillage, rendered an increase of 
rates absolutely unavoidable. Should the 
land proprietors succeed m 1808, as they did 
in 1734 , ill reducing the remaining incum¬ 
brance of tythes, affecting their lands, 
would they, or the public profit by the 
change? The instance, just quoted, will 
suffice to answer that question. Every ar¬ 
ticle of agricultural produce would contiuue 
at Its full price, unaffected by the change, 
and only the present occupier, and the land 
proprietor in reversion, be benefited, unless 
the cqpimutation should still respect the soil 
as its object. In any other case, the pnbltc 
at largo would be altogether the sufferers, as 
there would be no dimiaotion of prices, and 
the land owners would proportionably in¬ 
crease their rents, whilst the whole weight 
of the commutation, if not confined to the 
soil, would be to be defrayed by the pubii^. 
If the bud proprietors were generously and 
^isinfere^a^ to come forward, and offer to 
forego the ben^t, they enjoy from the abo- 
lition.of tythes of a^ment; if they were 
justly hnd nobly to OKlare, that they had 
Sqh^fed their estates, subject to the recog- 
Biaed proviMod for the dhorob, and were dis¬ 
posed to act honooftfoly by the clergy, to 
mMl fiiiriy with the pnlflic, and to conform 
^ te the eifoditfoos, dpoo which their proper- 
'^vpsra graBfodf Vthey were fo pro^, 
tpkaU Ob'ptiithMMhitr lands in the kitigdon]> 





toldlw a ee a i rl ^ Ut'.. 

rafoby tbeitofo. or^ptflM-h|wl,ttrt 
to relieve tiiiage groutras man thehxti 
tani immmbrance, to 4rhic& tiiey are at two*' 
sent exctustvaly> though,' pereaps, uiM^ 
existing circumstances, necesisHly subjeded. 
for the support of the Irish ehnrqp estaollsll- 
mdnt; if, irf theif aflbctatiort of xeal fordp 
interest of the public, they were to matiifist 
any real feeling for the sufFeringi of the 
people; or, whilst ostensibly seeking redress' 
of national grievances, not covertly to jwo- 
mote 'their own private interests; if they 
shewed any disposition to acqtiieite iff a 
common sacrifice for a common object i », 
if their efforts were directed to the atftiiti- 
ment of popular relief by any measures of 
general operation, not by the fduader of a 
particular body, we might respi^ their mo¬ 
tives, however difficult we might feel it, et* 
tber to approve the means they have resorted 
to, CH* enter into their particular views apbUt, 
so hnpwtnnt a national question. Bui, let 
it be had in remembrance, that the land prp- 
piictors, who are now creating in oUl^ 
against t>thes, for foe severity with whidi 
they press upon the lower oraers, are tbB 
very identical description of‘persons, who 
procured the abolitiou of tythes of agistmimt, 
which cast the wifole of the burthen cd 
tythes upon tillage lands; and, consequently 
upon tiie pour. Had they exerted tiiem- 
sdves, for the relief of the people, in 1734* 
with the same activity and pqrseveratice^ 
which they displayed in prosecuting success* 
fully the exonemtion of their own pasttmi 
grounds from .any part of foe charge, iher# 
would not be any discontent, at this mometfl 
existing amongst the Irish peasantry, on thbt 
score of tythes. Tythes of potatoes wet'C* 
at that period, but of eomparativtdy recenc 
imposition, and had never been generally 
subniitted to, nor levied without obstruction! 
From the first introduction of that nutritiooi 
root into Ireland, until about the middle of 
last centjar}', its cultivation was attendedl 
with complete immunity ftom any contribB- 
tion to the clergy. The reaction of a higfv 
rate, therefore, from a species of tiU^e^ 
which bad never before beep the dbject 
’any such charge, was, as ^y be reasonaK 
supposed, not quietly acquies^ in. Win 
Boys, Right ^ys, and various other dedi^ 
minations« and combinations of lawless dm 
tnrnal insuigents associated, fVom time §$ 
time, for the purpose of resisting the 
with open vii^nce, and committed atrem^ 
ties, that disturbed the tranqsuHfty of t||g| 
country, and called foe^te direct nltOfp6i|^ 
tion <rftbe militarv. ‘file prasorfe of tyfj^ 
was tinq^aestioiMibl^ foe Imme^ate oauKt m' 



their power in 

. '/orce and depredatioiu, 

. extended their view* and 

^rew, to every species of op- 
PffU^; tywer vktcb they had sulfered. It 
fashion, at the time, to siicribo 
t!^se,trotd}les, and the outrages that.follow- 
' | 4 ^th,the disaffection and fury of a Popish 
‘ liiobi ^liefact was, however, that th^ ven- 
.'Seanc9 <4 the rioters, was indiscriminately 
'^veiled a^inst the dues esatted by ttie Ca- 
tMli'e priests, the tythes levied by the Protes- 
> ti^pt clergy, and the exorbitant rents de- 
IlMaded and inforced by the land proprie- 
*1^ and middlemen.—^I'here were as many 
acts *of violence committed against the 
priests, {[ud persons concerned in levying 
distress fur rent, as against the agents fur 
tythes, who were sinivcrsally represented as 
tn<? sole objects of popai.ir liatrcil and resent¬ 
ment'. llie excesses of tlie deluded multi¬ 
tude served only to enhance the hardships, 
yvhich they sought to alleviate, and the re- 
{le.'iled disturbances of the country had the 
effect of iutiraidaiing enterprising British ca¬ 
pitalists from embarking in any, the most 
promising speculations, in that devoted 
kingdom, The landlords accused the clci - 
who, in turn, retorted the chaige upon 
^nit of being the source of the national 
grievancesj and the populace, whenever 
gp^ded into, resistance by the overllowing 
njcaspre of*their oppression} directed their 
attacks, with equal violence and without any 
distinction, against rents, tythes, and the 
exactions of their own clergy. It was, in 
tlie last degree, false, therefore, to nscribe 
such 4istvifbances to any religious motives : 
they were the unbagpy, illegal, and ill judg- 
ed struggles of an oppressed population, to 
obtain force a redress of existing 'griev- 
ftftceSf from ,whatever source they might 
, nave proceeded, and a groatef number of 
Cdtholic priests,' than ot any other descrip- 
tiiSbi qf persons, suffered trum popular re- 
a^lbent during these cunvuinous. The 
Vvjhpi.e pf the Soutfi of Ireland, at the com- 
of tbe presented a 

.^t^bpjy and alarming picture of public, 
and jwj[iular outrage. The spirit of 
^ipfr^^ctidn, which bad antecedently beep 
e^m;d /^.obscurity of night, and thie 
^y^ter ef;,^.’a98unaied disguise, gaining.con- 
imtnbers anti fmpoiiUy, ea- 
and prosecu'cd 
eifi^ress aao violence in direct 
defray > of jhe civil pow, 
Hfe intafp^mo ‘ of militarjr force,; 

flw dejdiW^ibk^ t^UMvoideUo execu'. 


■ beep ,|Sf s^ate ^ ^ 
prietofs. Taking a 3 r 
of the people, and ibe’pbiPIIHSi^ali^p^ 
dci^y, procured their famobayofe js<.f ,flg^' 
ment. On that occasion, iHe Wepnie vmp 
betrayed, and the clergy sacfific^ i; Ipr 
whilst the latter were deprived of their pro*^ 
periy, ihe'iormer were left exposed to the 
sutne unmitigated grievances, with all the 
aggravation, that must have been the dppse- 
quence of throwing the whole weight of the 
church establishment upon tillage tends, 
What confidence, then, i would aski ougM 
to be placed iii the professions of ^len, whp 
are so actively alive to their own interests, 
and have shewn such morbid sensibility to 
the Jiardship', of th? great body of their 
countrymen 1* it to be supposed, that they 
who put up their lands to public competi¬ 
tion, and let them only to tlie highest bid¬ 
der, will abstain from taking any advantage 
of the alleviation of the pressure of tythes, by 
a c'orrespondcnr increase in their demands ? 
If they hc 5 ever been known to decline an 
opportunity of swelling the amount of their 
rent-rolls, liovvever presented, they might, 
perhaps, be allowed to pos.sess some claim to 
the public spirit and disinterestedness, which 
they affect. It might then be safely admit¬ 
ted, that the public, and particularly the 
piKircr classes, would derive some substantial 
benefit from the abolition or commutation, of 
tythei. But the spirit of exaction, wbU^l 
pervades all classes of the rommnnity, is evof 
ciMviiig and never satisfied. Whatever may 
b« taken from the anionnt of tytjbes will be 
added to the amount of rent; xo that the 
wretched hind, who is taught to- expect 
some alleviation of his burthens, roust ^nd 
all his, hopes frustrated, .all his piwpC^S. 
blasted, when at length jt shall be dUcc^t^*. 
cd, that the only .effect of the cbar^will 
be, to transfer to one hand, that.oj^fi^rm 
which hiid previposly been dispensed by 
—It is not to any oneclai^j or. td any 
cuter body, ther4^re,-that 
oppressiou of die people of']re]andT^;^m 
ascribed^ lliey ate al^ ^nally infiiep 4 .'^^ ^ 
the thirst of income; and, whether |iin4 ’ 
proprietors, clergymen, land 
mers, procton, middlemen, of even. ^tft.- 
gers, they avail themselyes of evWy <Kcasi.oR 
tj} promote their selfish b|^ecl:S;»Vwit|^ any 
regard to the initieriiM of tnnvKtims.lb l^e^- 
rapacity. Matuarj»^ifie8,..no .}0i» 
party feelings andTpr^pdfbby^# 
rise to reciprocal itdG^wlons j 
the mtfftifiiriootjaiii^iahf 
mities, are 

dejuviaciatic^' 3;^. 'uom^ , 
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. .^feitt^i^ amqn 
^cweien «r iactioriii, 
p^iclplqa.^f'fft»f^asio^ betvwsen 
^Cte«ea, \J?" >W ^awn ?tRl: ' 

of si^tVii^oas of 

‘lit ia litppfe,- obvlotts, Und dafiatteiJ 
throughout eVeJ^ part 
j and/witliout ever Idsifigjt- 
riilrW*^ obscurity, that veils'the limit? of 
Jstin’ttibwa, draw's b dear and cOm? 
j^tWslvb .line of deniarcatioa betw^een thq. 
..tWq'grSiiKl, tho ugh very disproportionate, di- 
.y»i^ of the people' of Iietand; those who 
property, iV'd those w'hb have 
hht their labour; in a word, the- 6p- 
apd the oppressed, •Jhe selfish 
^nciplei that induces the great land pro- 
mietor to extort the highest possible rest 
forhjs lands, passes with the possession,to' 
his tenant, and descends with accumulating 
force through all the intermediate tenures, 
until it falls with insufferable effects upon' 
tlib lowest denomination of occupants, the, 
labouring poor. This is the great source of 
all ffie grievances and discontents in Ireland, 
and <81* infliience of 

rdigious prejudices, or the exercise of politi* 
<^1 ascendancy j it is the inela'ncholy cense- " 
,4vi0nce of that unhappy, system of legislative 
ntiilusion, which annihilated all identity of 
,^ing. and destroyed any conamuoity of in- 
daring the last century. In thfe'Irish 
were'made for the security of, 
pi^rty, rathei: than for thei^otection of 
The great body <k ,fbe natiofl,''’ 


ihiji^^ly,. |ho«rgh,rapidly»;ih;t 


•r*f. 















*'«bnr mne^sMcy ji^atecife' of iV 

umirafS^rarM tv l^def tbU however 
mord appftr^t,4t vkw be aecessary to>ex¬ 
plain the natore, iIWhS point out the original 
soorqe, ofvahie. V«oe U in every case, I 
beTwvi^ eohitiliated by labour, or the diffi- 
c^ty bf ^rodaciog any camm^ity. I fchaU 
hot stop Mre to explain how (he liberal arts 
' apd a itQowledge of those sciences which 
time 'and capital are necessary to acquire, 
Sin a preeminence, but merely remark 
i the labour of one mao appears to be 
sjlorfgiHally equal Jn value to that of another, 

. ana that be is entitled to demand for the 
‘ work of his hands tliat quantity of the pro- 
of another person’s which it required 
nit,equal length of tune to fabiicate. In 
bartering my goods with another person’s 
■thareibre, I, do not state my commodity, 
botimy labour, against his. It is pethaps 
true that the agriculturist is capable of pro¬ 
ducing a greater quantity of gram than the 
manufacturer can of any commodity j but 
is things become increased in quantity, or 
as a less degree of labour is requited tor their 

f iroduction, they become diminished m va- 
ue, and therefore a small quantity of manu¬ 
factures may be stated against a large quan¬ 
tity of grain or rode produce.—It is here to 
be remarked however, that as every manu- 
faoturer, as well as the agriculturist, pro- 
doMts a quantity of those articles which he 
is enjoyed in fabricating equal to the sup¬ 
ply or^any individuals besides himself, he 
is entitled to rsnk this surplus of his labour 
with the surplus of the labour of other arti- 
and to set off a certain portion ol it, 
according to its quantity, against that por¬ 
tion of the superfluous food raised by the 
agriculturist which be receives, and iu the 
same manner to barter the,remainder among 
followers of other •arts for (be other ne«> 
'cefsaries which be may require. The v^he 
of naatuifactures Jt never so much }eis«jhed 
by eompetitiou'as to resolve Itfclf into the 
4 nere subsUtenoe of the mano^turer, be^ 
eaaae be CQuld never be sdlisfled vpitii so> 
inadequate a return for,his labour, nwt 
would theiefbtq betake himself toanotbfr 
prof^po} wen that ingenuity wbiqh 
teili^ folnereaMthe facility of thefaMca- 
tiov of ^ny qommodity 'nevw reduqo its 
pricq bqj^d ^ich does mu leave 

the naiinfiifiitwl^ the vahte and due re* 
widdoflla^adtry. By f.otk% how- 
erWr kM bqttW pww imt the productive 
esM^VoC MfldWwtd does not auipail that 
srarfs Wip this—that agricamwfc 

be made to chaom 
ih- ,«a«i A* manner, tbatlt 
mat bfedemonwri^ m aa luvefse ratio to 


, , ^ iftfaeedttiwlitti,. 

consumes'iihanufootnres eqiw t» Itaytiiitii. 
Nothing can indeed be raorq rnddent • than 
that the agricnltnrist is «s much tp^otemed 
at the expence of the manufacturer as the 
latter is at t^at of the former; and that the 
price of grain resolves itself into the amount 
of the manufactures exchanged for it. M 
much as the price of manoiai-tiues into the 
amount of the food which is received for 
them. Of what use is it, therefore, in <fo- 
raqpstrating a diflerence between the cir¬ 
cumstances of manufacturers and agricullU'* 
rists, to say that the manuflicturer has trans¬ 
muted articles of a perishable into those of a 
durable nature, or the agricnltorist those of 
a durable into those of a perishable nature 1 
For each consumes what the other creates; 
each gain4 what the other loses; each ex¬ 
changes that which is of no use for that 
which is of use to him; each gives no more 
of the woik of his own hands for that of the 
other’s than its value, the relative arnomit 
of which (hdteempetition whichexists among 
agriculturists,* as well as manufacturers, al¬ 
ways renders exact.—But instead of saying 
that one species of labour is more productive 
than another, it would he more correct to 
say that one commodity is more easily pro¬ 
duced than another; which however can 
only have the eflect of proving it to be of 
less value. Fur if the labour required to 
produce any commodity be small according 
to its quantity, the price must be in the 
same degree low; if, on the contntry, great, 
the price must to proportionally high. An 
equality must be observed in appuitioning 
the emoluments of diflerent profes'iions, in 
order to induce the application of the roetq* 
hers of focii^ty equally towards them, and 
there can be no other rule for this distiibu- 
tiou of reward than labour. All arts^ara 
equally useful which society can afford to 
tfultlvaie; and all professions must be equal¬ 
ly paid if they are equally necessary. Even 
the taddier, the judge, and the menial «eiv 
vant^ who produce no tangible commodity, 
are^Qtitlail to rank their labour as equal to 
a pmtk!>d.Qf the superfluous produce of al- 
mosc ail thb manufacturers within tho socie¬ 
ty to whifh tbw belong, as all derivp bbnc- 
nt from it; anef fo he rumunetated for the 
security and fodtlty wbids theyiiwe to ^e 
proifof^a of artlpiwof uecessiiy^^ luxury, 
or the addition'which tbdr tix. 

tl e fonoymentof ttoni, with a tprtaln paa^ 
tioQ of them for tli«ir own /^msurt^ioia ' 
’Fhe only difPareace which Is fo bedWhver-. 
ed^belweeti folkpnaitkaetijw foitare of agWcoI- 
tUtal jbb<ntr‘«ud’thilC«ffi^yed in other acta 


trtHle ihfi 


krtm , - I 

turer edit iiota tBfi r^v^e 

becesiar/ ta rewftM hiy bwo labfnlr, atf^ 
rdjf^c)^ the ^ges 6t the Men and the Mc< 
^nse of thfe tdoh wJjich be employs. This 
cffA^rence b<H:weea Manufacturers and agrl- 
cttftetists IS bowererflnore nominal than realt 
jtlin rent paid to the landlord iS evidently a 
nrodt on stock for money or property invest* 
fed in lind, which does not exceed the ofdt* 
tnry return of expenro and marntenance« 
and plac-s him m no moie advantageous cir- 
cnmstances thin any other capiuHst, and 
If a master manufacturer boriows money for 
carrying on bis business and pays interest 
fbt It, or if It 19 recolJectbd that he psys a 
puce for the aide piWaco which be tnanu* 
natures, he will be found to be exactly ia 
the bituation of a f nrmer paying a rent. Bat 
by those who contend t5pt the supe-ionty of 
agucultmc, the comparison is genetally 
made between journeymen Aijinutactnrers 
hnd farmers To be fair hovVever, it should 
t)e between the master manui^tarer and 
ibe farmer, for the capici^ of a land 
lord IS ail addition to the prore'Sion of the 
latter. A landlord ond a tenant are to be 
consideied as engaged m two distinct trades, 
m VIInch two capitals ne employed, and 
fiom each of which a piuflt is to be drived 
But It IS (d)vious, that the rent leceivedby I 
the landloid is pud by mnnufacturers, or 
that Uiey give aiticlcs to the tenant in exr 
change for gi un equal to a revenue for him¬ 
self and anothci to the landloid,—only be¬ 
cause the two Stocks employed, in ptslice, 
Bamand it. Stock is again to be considcicd 
Bw as an accumulation of labour, which, 
hh account oF its utility, necessanl/ de 
ihands i ceitain revenue In every cs«e. 
Indeed, however much the intricate nature 
dr dke subject ilnay perplex our judgment, 
'brofit dlivays restAves itself into a reward for 
Jatfbor, and as the competition betvveen the 
of society, m the different arts, 
r^ces this reward to exaet justice, it is 
Inapotehtile that the agricuHurflt, more than 
jthoM v^ba are eotag^ in otMitr professions, 
doCi«B Ohy eitraordinOT sOr n^jus); le- 
hU labour, or pat ihoan there 
%ahdlhanf hiahOf degteb pfoduciivckto 
ccMumtufitr thmt tbatdlhifih 
Wner otufesiionw 






^ eSMi be introddoed ^ 
uffctnve dm^aods upon the 

ihoB. 


, POPULAR anvoATfotit. 

Sis,-*-Vanons have been the plam pvO- " 
posed by theoretical w'riteirs for thO fmprovn- 
meat of mankind. Among the most 8an> 
cions ot these may be reckpned, KbatBas 
iMsen usually termed a pohMar education. 
The connection between truth and vutue U 
thought to be so intimate, that by Whatever, 
means the former is accelerated, (by pl^- 
cisely the same, and to the tame extent^ 
will the practice of the l^r bd {fromoted. 
Tliah this opinion, it is Scanty possible to 
conceive one, at greater variance with the 
whole tenor of human eaherience. WSste 
It true, that in the same pru|K)rtibn as na¬ 
tions emerge from a ttate of hatbaftsm* 
they were known to culti'fate tho*e grac^ 
which tend to adorn the human cbancti^^^ 
then indeed there would be some appaimit;,, 
propriety, in, using every possible exertion 
towards a genera} diftusion of Kgowledg^. 
But luxury has hitheito, in an infiniteva<k 
fiety of forms, been the inseparable con¬ 
comitant of Tenement, just as much fit 
avarice has been of commerce, of rapacity 
of power. From the history of what cotm- 
tiy may the moral influence df knowledge 
even when it has truth for its object, M ‘ 
deduced, is theiefoie neithei an invidim|t^ 
nor An useless inquny ^ For, tS it not a 4" 
metitflble fact, that the mind of man 
be highly improved, while he remauui n 
stranger to every emotion almost, whid^x 


ought to agitate his breast—^The plan 
education proposed by Mr Whubread, f 
am w illiog to believe, originated in Uf M* 
dent desire of promoting fbe w^i^re of R 
large class of bis fellow creatures. But, ■* 
that there was any rational proWbilUy M 
Its accomplistimg the end in view, maym 
yerjr fairly oue^ioned. Its being so neai|y 
1 elated to toe far famed discovt^es of ) 
high toned philosophers, who are , 

log up the omnipotence of timb, ^ 

a strong pre9um|nilib against if, Itji .pL, 
judgmmit of sober minds. 1h« hare^jM^ ^ 
bihty of fivtug to see a oiptldy c6iaDBm |rf '^ 
ploughmen, tbread-spinoen, aful 
twisters, diswumg with their great'gi^^ 
melj^, eancerning the hterhak JinSh ^gg '^ 
thidipt seems enpu^ tosappp|l^'j|^|S^ 
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,©n the intripsie 'valHd of their own par?- Uihaliitants of. that favored IJat 

. doxes, it was not iidtil very lately that lliey their sobriety, their bard%od,‘loa un\^i 
condescended to solicit the friendly aid of ried attention to business, is .jnot derived 
the plodding politician. — But at length, from book.s, noV to be traced to any sptem 
wltRihe assistance of a chosen disciple, they whatever of mental improvement, is a tact 
ha\4r«aHyandfn^oodtaith resolved upon the u'hich infght be very easily proved. Eoi 

quixotic experiment of rcn»)vatu’g the hu- some years past, their manners have been 

man nature, of tran.sforming the world,— confessedly on the decline, nor is it difficult 
One of a less sanguine temperament might to discover the cause of their degeneracy. 
' wiggest the expediency, not to say the pro- At the period of the French revolution, 
•piiety of these devoiee.s of metaphysics tak- when the rage for freedom became fashlon- 
■^g an accurate, and as f.;r as is practicable, able, and when the Reform societies, those 
' an extensive survey of the conquests which associations, were in the zenith 

they have already made. Perhaps, with of their glory, the fatal infection was com- 
comparatively few e\ceptions, it would be raunieated to the Scottish peasantry, and it 

found, that by how much their opinions is greatly to be feared, that the venerable 

^Khrc been embraced, more especially by the remains of their ancient character were 
lower orders of society, by so much has the then irrecoverably lost.—From being the 
fove of regnlarity, of 5obri< ry, and of jus- most happy people in the world, they sud- 
tice duninished among them. I am aware, denly became pcevisli a.sd discontented, 
' that the majority even of thinking jjeople. Poor mechanics, who could scarcely earn a 
are in the habit of reverting to what is called paltry .subsistence for their families, busied 
the dark ages—to that period, when, if tljem.selve.s in fruitlc-ssinvesligalioiisrespect- 
prophane history may be credited, enihu- iug the origj,n of government. And, those 
siasm and superstition, in a manner, re- whom one'would not once have dreamt of 
veiled with human ignorance—to that pe- employing, to adjust .t common difterenco 


riod, when the spiritual concerns of kiiig- 
doras, were consigned to the care of an old 
man at Rome—to that period, when a dio- 
' cesan bishop, or even a common priest was 
qualilied to search the inmost recesses of 
the human heart—we are in the habit, I 
•ay, of looking back to that period with a 
rnixtiirc ofJioiTor and contempt.—Yet, is 
it guy thing more than reasonable to enquire, 
whether since we have thrown off the \'oke 
Which our fore-fatiiers placed upon onr 
necks, we have made any great improve¬ 
ment In a moral point of view.—Do we 
•till retain the same simplicity of cliaiactcr, 
tlte same love of eur country, the same 
chivalrous and undaunted spirit, and in 
short, the .same regard to public and private 
Worth ? Are we in posse.ssion of an equal 
portion of happiness now, as when we were 
xlevoutly adoring an absolute monarch, \vho.se 
will wa.s law, and doing homage to spiritual 
guides, who kepbthe keys of our conscien' 
ces,, by eirenmveming every avenue to our 
■'understandings ? Who can answer either 
ot these questions in the affirmative ? And* 
if no one can, how romantic most it be to 
think of essentially ameliorating the condi^ 
fion of the poor, merely by infoyuing their 
•minds.**—Art appeal more ostentatious than 
'Svtse, has been made to Scotland, in behalf 
■ of the beneficial effects of education, to the 
lower otders of society. Surely it could be 
imde by; t)idse only, who were but very 
-partially acquainted indeed, with, the man* 
um, the customs, dr the prejudices of the 


between two friends, conceived fheinselves 
destined to give laws to nations, and to pro¬ 
nounce with enipbatical decision, on the 
natural, the inalienable rights of man.— 
Mighty truly weie the atciiicvements ac¬ 
complished by means of philosophical in¬ 
formation, and rational discussion ! !— It 
iqipeaved, as if every spark of patriotism, 
and of loyalty, which had so often warmed 
the breasts of tlie sous of Caledonia, had 
then been extinguished for ever. They 
could no longer brook the idea, of confining 
their peculiar affection within the nan;aiijr 
boundaries, by which nature had wisely 
chosen to separate one portion of the humOA" 
race from another. No j their enlafgdd 
minds felt greatly indignant at a thought so 
mean. WJiilc, however, they were sacri'V 
ficiiig largely at the shrine of equality, the 
ties .of kindred were forgotten, as we^ dti 
the sacred laws of rectitude and of honquf* 
Light be the. turf upon the breast of that 
immortal statesman, who boldly slept for¬ 
ward, and dispelling the awful delusion,,re8^, 
cued bis coufltry from impending doiSfj:;^ 
tion :■—Happily, the poison of revolutibnaiy 
A.nd democratical principles, wide as was 
its range, and fatal as were its effects, did 
not reach many country parislwis,* owing 
partly, though not entirely, tp their ibsitlac 
situation, and among these atone shall .vim 
find the genuioq Scottish character.-~Aihong 
these, some happy families will* yet be 
found, who, untsun^ by the generajl pol<*‘ 
lufion, reflate their tlboduct by that tnoi^ 



lain 

uapojfralar of all pri^crpes, namely, that bwd'a scheme, that the chief, if indeed not 
they have nothing earthly to do with /Ae |>tl^ only object they ba've in view, in In!^ 
lnw%, but to obey them. On this acronOt, ' stPUt^tmg the people, is to enable them to 
prihap^, more than on any other, they hdiO* I'ead tbe^sacred scnpttilres He.i1)), thert fa 
nrrivid at the summit of human felicity ^atmiething truly lapgbabie ui the id^ ot 
In spite otpidccuien and pensionei^, as well such men as Godwin for instsnre, willing 
as the u hole host of rautkeaceis at I lotd’s, the people to pursue a couise of rciifmgof 
they ate through unwetried .issiduit), pros- this desciipMon Agiinst such contempts 
prring m the i several callings But in ble hypocrisy, it were'm vain toargoe But 
Inge tow’ll, the-nsc IS raitenaliy dilferent. permit me to ask Mr. Whitbread, (and I 
In these, the efttUs ot popular education know ’ e is inciptble of pioftssing wlnt he 
are sensibly felt Wlnt is the finit ot their does not believe) whcthci he thinks serious- 
reading > Wtie I to answer, penury, un- Jy, that tnc people would read woMing cAa 
essmess, peiplexity ii.d sorrow, I do not than the bible Aie they in no danger of 
know t'nt I should be muih wide ot tiie hiving their lehgiuus prii eiples undermined 

tiuth.—he inhibit ints netondei ot copy- b) Inhdcls, oi peiveited bjr a ceitain de- 

ing the vices, tlnn of imitating the vutnes scnptionof disseiiteis’ And is it i mitttr 

ot their mote southern nei.,hbouis In ot any moment, wbethei t'ey piefcr the 

crowded eitits pi'sion rules ind 1 Jges The sophisms ot a \ oltaire, to those of i Pi lesl- 

underslindings of the people miy be nradi- ly ?—Will not the moial effects be piecisely 

ated, but the r hurt are nwhilly d« piaved the same in eitlijer eise* Ihe votaries of 

And, wlub they are etcinlJy nrgmr m Athei m, i-id tiie followers of Socinns, 

our ens the migicil '’phonsm, marn'i < t though tluj do not go b) the‘■anic. n une, 

veinas, et inumklit, oi tint othir ••f 11 nitiinlh tnoighull) round the «im( slinf- 

morc peiiMCious miyitn, h fi ard—Thti both eiy h deot sly for the dif- 

voutalh to tula , Mie) iie e\cini)Iif)i g fusion <11 iiowlcdgc, and brtbatteim tivey 
those* tcnipcis am dispoiilions, vihiihbn iiniiiaDh nein, tiu meie glimmerings of 

man n tore ought not to po css Aliy iinissistcd itison loom the t ipagiUon 

heaven gu lid my coiintr) igiinst tic in of then I ’ ispht nous (Ioanns, peisons of 
pious designs of those d lunfless sp cnl tois, i il I lining and liste h ve little fo fear, 

who wish to deprive them of ewi) ici inn It rtq ncs i o uncemmon en^icity to per- 

jng portion of then hijpuess—Ignoiuie ecive, t'l it whit they call pio'ound leison-* 
may bedcuoniinitcd ihcpntntof thevd ^ in„, is nothing m m than n eie* subtilt) at- 
fare ot indtviduils and communities 'llie lenuited nto ni‘’mt)'f is veiy nnfor- 
term, however, is vci) equivocal, '’lul is | vu.uti. lint die* igieiiut, and-those who 
often grossl) uiis ipplicd lo be ignoi inv < n jusi b’ elv tc id iie ever leadv to le- 
ot whit IS cumnionly eJjomfied wi h the eene the inixim of a pencitcd nndeistand- 
iiauic ot wisdom, woukl, in a v isl v iriciy mg, ot a s ckly in i mu ition 1 11 ons who 

of instances, be no common i qni tion Cuii list lead th» sicud v.titi igs, but who 

Were we lot il sliingeMs lo the tivcshs i- ire \ It 1, incinble of foimiiiga proper 

sibility.of Kousseiu, and the <' i iin inp i tv jnelfnicnt enon then import int ce nlenis, aio 

of Voltaire, tho piesent discontents would tho * pi ui^ whom (he* si if s of ceptuisin 

speedity^ subside Muimmings met com- *lv ihul st md in kc 11« g-i itest langcs. 

phinings woultj be* he iid no tunic fot tiei lir m 1 1 s 11 intic is t’ ss, who constitute 

i.Tie age of popiilai elamoeu, of oligiicli the nnj iit^ m all eivih/ed ce ntiies, tvety 

cal despotism, would be succeeded by tint thing is to be e''p<*tted, oi eveiv thing 

nfcliivahv’ and of muily sentiment But must be dicidcei — to cm it tse then happt- 

it is almost hoppJess, ptihips (o.upletelj ness by idc'• g to dicn enjo)meiits, and d»- 

j Visionary, to expect so total i levolution n minishing I'lc ijuintity oi-*tueii hbonr ean- 

human opinions, at least in our div-rDik- not fail ed being the wish of every beoevof- 

"'^ocraticai principles have new been ot so lent mind—But how is this to be done 

* long standtog in this country, thit the) *Not suic’y b) insliiictiig them how to 

hive, so to expiess mvselt, becomeconsu spend then Icisme hours m JaLoiioi s idle- 
luiatedmlo out geneial hibits, andhibitis ntss Not by mikit^, them disreb'-h as* 

assoiedly the greatest!) lant that ev6r plagued tasteless and insipid, the u nl) plejsuies of 

any people—StilJ, however, it were uu- the field, and substit iti. g m then loom, 

manly to despair—rather agiinst hope, lot those kind ot books, winch will hive i leu- 

US believe m hope H.ippy, happy, says deucy, to eiurvite (leir rmids, to fostet 
the Montteui, will it be for England, when luxury and cfttmir ac) —Be t sa) tho popular 

.she once more be’comea a monarchy.—It is education philo’opncrs, by teichuig these 

Jiratended by the paitizans of Mi, Whit- pfcople to read, wc decctually aggravate 
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their happi^iess; £)t 'vm >aow that intellect 
tual pIcMsares« ate not only much moie lu* 
tense, but likewise more perrpanent, than 
those which belong to os as animals —This 
hypothesis, on which so huge a superstrnt- 
ture iS to be reared, is perfectly giatnitous 
It hdh lAdeed ever appealed to roe to be pal> 
pably absurd A few wild vision iricstnight 
be found, who would impudently a>i>'rt, 
that they havedenipJ mote uil saiist rtion 
from the poems of Vngil, or from the niu- 
fiical tones of Catalam, than flora the btst 
ttirlom of beif in Sniithheld raaikt t But 
IS it so with minkmd m generaP No it 
can tl eu only be the cisc, when the aniroil 
functions arc irapjirud bv mtemptrance, bv 
idleness orprofiiga y, and when the vjiious 
objects of sense In\c bot-n enjoyed to sa¬ 
tiety A good dinner is so gruit a bjcssn v, 
that he who dues not siucciely piize it, 
ought m ju&liLC to be deprived of it Pio- 
bably an Italian sougstKs-, oi some othei 
stiuropet who displajs her limbs, thewoik- 
mg of her thighs, and tl c mtun'ition* of hei 
voice, befoie a eoncouise of speetitois, 
might preach up the intensity of incntil 
pleasures^it is her trade , but what person 
of sense would hesitate a moment to csll hei 
a dissembling vagnnt bhe lives upon the 
haid earnings of the laboui mg poor—is sup- 
poited in splendour, by their eiies and by 
their blood Her very existence depends 
Upon the eneoungemeut of the popiil r 
education system. Its^ overthrow and hei 
irrecovejables rum, aic events, whieh, how 
distant soever they nn) be, must ultmuttly 
go together Apait, however, from mu 
stderations of thyskind, may weimt inqinie 
.whether It is redly true, that bj le clung 
people to read, we c nerease tneii h ippmc ss 
-—I am much roistiken indeed if the uveisc 
Is not the fact I ook at our manul ictories, 
at those of Manchostei and Birmmgh 191 foi 
instance, and you will find that the miscii- 
ble wretches who occupy them gtuerdly 
epeakiug, can just lardy lead-^ \te then 
leisure moments devoted i > tliesacied pige '> 
Alas’ they are open contemntrs of that 
stupendous light,'which has often gilded 
Ihe blackness of human raiseiv, winch Ins 
been proved to be the bilni and the coulnl 
of the present life, as Well as a soveremi 
antidote agsmst the fear of death. Do 
they read only useless ptibhcations > Were 
they BatisfieJ with these, to reform them 
would nut be, as it now confessedly is, a 
forlorn hope —But the fact is, their read¬ 
ing IS chiefly confined to those puny pamph¬ 
lets. which aie calcol ited to give poignancy 
to the violence of their unruly passions— 
If at any ume th^ ascend higher than tnes*, 


that species of reAdthg is pfeferfed, wUh!) 
acts at once as a stimulus to the understand¬ 
ing, and a narcotic to the heart. These 
then aie some of the blessed effects of po¬ 
pular education. | would solemnly ask Sir 
Whitbread^ whether it the peassntry of 
England had not been able to lead, the, 
(onsequences rcndting from such publica¬ 
tions as'Ihe Age of ileason, 01 Hie Rights 
of Man, would have been Inlt so tiagual, 
a« It is to be feared they have* Ih knows 
full well they would not That < lass who 
are pirtieiihily Inb’e to have their judg- 
inems pervcucd by false reasoning, is ply- 
siedly 11 cipantated fiom view rig a subject 
ill ill Its vinous beirin^s In tiuth it is 
not then ptovmee liuet’iej hiveaiiitn- 
lal desiie 10 add to the stock of then ideas, 
hot It is then "Ool nrtune to icmim igii >- 
lat.t, when kiiowh J,,'* i odeiilj piiu bas¬ 
ed—Happy ignoniiti ’ ih* child of mno- 
iiiufc’ Who do(s not at once pel reive the 
truth of that beautiful .ipostioihe of the 
bai I of M uitin, 

O foitur yt>s turn um, vui si bona normt 

Agricol IS I - 

It'veie imprudent III me, howevei, toev- 
eitise the pitienio of join itirleis inv lou- 
gei, ind the i ilh''i as it in ly b« putlv near¬ 
ly exhausted 1 slnll, tliiiefne, conclude 
\ ill a M.jle umiik — lithe iijli to bo 
I inlcd at as ih’ p tun of ignonnet, might 
beiilsm to ones feel n.,s vet as I anx 
only leiliiifing, llirouji the medium of a 
most Us lul wrik, the sentiments of some 
of the III )st lecunti leisoneis both 111 mo- 
1 ils and lolilies, I sliill willn^lv put up 
with any ipprllitiiii, which dots not cx 

rjiide me froni th u fiaterniij . - — With 

lii<,h rcspiel, Iitmiiii, Sii, your constant 

re id 1 J M VC .. - -»P. 

IXlfiDtc IH07 

(Jl’MCIAL PAPhRS 

Russia- Kin^ oj England ^ Detlaration’, 

in An^tiei to tnat of iht Emptror ^ 
Russia JJakd at IVcitmimter, Du I87 
1807 

He Duliiation issued it St Peteis- 
biiigii, bj his Maj theFmpcroi of all the 
RubSias, has excited in his My’s ramii the^ 
St longest sensations of astonishment and te- 
giet —Hi^ Maj, was not uuawatc of the 
nature of those secret engigements which 
had been imtioscd upon Russia 10 the ton- 
fbrences of Tilsit, But his Maj had enter¬ 
tained the hope, that a review of the trans¬ 
actions of that unfortunate negociation, and 
a just estimate of its effects upon the gloiy 
of the Russian name, and upon the in¬ 
terests of the Russian Empire, would have 
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induced bU Imperil Majesty to ex.tnca 0 ^ukl surdly be difficuH to prove 0 . 
bimseif from the embarmssment of those Britaio^'ivhowaaberseinn a state ofut^ 
new counsels and connections which be had tility with PraK>ia, when the war brolK» tfbt 
adopted in a moment of despondency and between Prussia and France, bad an interest 
alarm, and to return to a policy more con- and a duty more djre<;t in espousing the * 
gsuial to the principles wbicli he has so in- Prussian quarrel than the Emperor of l^ussia, 
variably professed, and more conducive to the ally of his Prussian Maj., the protector 
the honour of bis crown, and to the pros- of theNoith of Europe, and the Guarantct 
pcrity of bis dominions.—-This hope has of the Germanic Constitution —It is not in 
dictated to hit Maj. the utmost forbearance a public Declaration that bis Maj. can dis* 
and moderation in ail his diplomatic inter- cuSs the policy of having at any particular 
course with the Court of St Peteisburgh, perioil of die war effected, or omitted to 
since the pe.ice of Tilsit.—His Maj. had effect, disembarHaduns of troops on the 
much cause tor suspicion, and just ground of coasts of Naples. But the instance of the 
complaint. .But he abstained from the Ian* war with the Porte is still more singularly 
guage of reproach. His Maj. deemed it ne- chosen to illustrate the charge against G. 
cessary to require specific explauation with , Britain of indifieretme to the Interests of her 
respect to those arrangements with France, ! ally: a war undertaken by G. Britain at the 
the concealment of which from his Maj. instigation of Russia, and solely for the 
could not but confirm the impresiion already purpose of maintaining Russian interests 
received of their character and tendency, against the influence of France.—If, ho^r^ 
But his Maj , nevertheless, directed the ever, the peace ot Tilsit is indeed to be con- 
demand ut that explanation to be made, not sidered as the consequence and the punish- 
only without asperity or fhe indication of any ment of the impdted inactivity of 6 . Bri- 
hostile disposition, but with that considerate tain, his Maj. cannot but r^fret that the 
regard to the feelings and situation of the Emperor of Russia should have retorted to 
Emperor ot Russia, which resulted from so precipitate and fatal a measure at the 
the rccolleclioii of former friendship, and [ moment when he had received distinct as- 
fiom confidence interrupted, but not destroy- suianccs that bis Maj. was making the most 
od—^I’he Detlaiatioti of the Emperor of strenuous exertions to fulfil the wishes and 
Russia proves thit the object of his Maj.‘s expectations of bis ally (assurances which 
forbearance and moderation has not been his Imp“nal Maj received and ackiiow- 
atlainecl. It proves, unhappily, that the ledged wiih apparent confidence and satis- 
influcnce of that power, which is equally faction); and wdicn his Maj was, in fact, 
and essentially the enemy both of G. Britain prepaicd to employ for the advancement of 
and ofRussia, hai acquired a decided ascen- the common objects of the war, those forces 
dancy in the Counwls of the Cabinet of St. which, after the peace of TiNit, he was 
Petersburgh; and has been able to exdle a under the necessity of employing to discon- 
cnuscless enmity between two nations, whose cert a combuiatiun diii'cicd agaiii't his own 
Jong cbtablivhcd connection, and whose inu- immediate interests and security.—The 
tual interests prescribed the roost intimate vexation of Bu.'.isn c'ommerce by G. Britain 
union and co-oper.ition.—ITis Maj. dceplj is, in tinth, litil'* mort? than an imaginary 
lameitfs the extension of tbo caliinities of giiuvancc Upon a diligent examiuatioo, 
war. But called upon as he it, to defend made *by his Maj’s command, of the records 
Jbimself against an act of unprovoked hos- of the Biitish Couit of Admiralty, there 
tility, His Maj. is anxious to refute in (he iias been discovered only a solitary instance 
£ice of the woi Id the pretexts by which that in the course of the present war, of the 
act Is attempted to be justified.—^'I'be De- condemnation of a ves>.ol rc-illy Russian j 
claratioD asscits tliat his Maj. ihc Emperor a vessel whiclv bad carrievi naval stores to a 
*of Russia has twice taken up arms in a camp poit of the common enemy. There are 
< 4 x 1 which the interest of G. Britain was but few instances of Russian vessels detain- 
mtA'e direct than bis own: and founds upon ^d: ^nd none in which justice has been re- 
this assertion the charge against G. Biitain fused to a parly regularly complaining of 
of having n^lected to second and support such detention. It is ibeieforc matter of 
the military operations of Russia.—His Maji surprise, a| well as of concern to his Maj,, 
willingly does justice to the motives which that the Emperor of Russia should havecot|<*“ 
originally engaged Russia in the great stiug- descended to bung foi ward a complaint 
gle against France. His Maj. avows with which, as it cannot be seriously felf those 
equal readiness the interest which G. Britain in whose behalf it is urged, might appear 
has uniformly taken in the fates and fortunes to be intended to countenance those exag-r 
o( the powers of the Continent, > But it j gerated declamations, by which Franpd per-* 
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sc^ilngly endeavours to inflame the jealousy -fjvour of G/ Brltain.—It is not, while a 
of jotber countries, aul| to justify her own French afmystilLocciipies and lays waste the 
inveterate animosity against G. Britain.-- r^iaining dominions of the King of Prus- 
The peace of Tilsit was followed by an ciii r sia, in spite of the stipulations of the Prus- 
of mediation on tbe^art of the Ei«ipc;or of sian treaty of Tilsit; while contributions are 


Ru^*a^ for the conclusion of a pence be 
tween G. Britain and France; wliick, it is 
asserted, that his Maj. refused.—His Maj, 
did not refuse the mediation oftlic Emperor 
of J^nssia ; although the ofler of it was ac¬ 
companied by circumstances of conceal¬ 
ment, which niigiu well have justified his 
refusal. The articles of tlie treaty ofTilsit 
were not communicated to his Maj. ; and 
Bpeci^cally that article of the treaty iu vir¬ 
tue of which the mediation was proposed, 
and which prescribed a limited time fl>r the 
return of his Maj.’s answer to that pvopo.sal. 
And his Maj. was thus led into an appaienl 
compliance with a liiril.ation so offensive to 
the dignity of an independent sovereign. 
But the answer so returned by liis Maj. was 
not a refusal. It was a conditional accept¬ 
ance. The conditions required by his Maj. 
were—a statement of the basis upon which 
the eneniy was disposed'to treat; and a 
communication of the at tides of the peace 
of Tilsit. The first of these conditions wms 
precisely the "sfime which the Emperor of 
Russia had himself annexed not four months 
, before to his own aci.epfance of the proffer- 
od, mediation of the Emperor of Au^tria. 
The-second was one \djich his Maj. w'ould 
have had a right tb require, even a-, the ally 
of his Imperial Maj. : but which it would 
have been highly improvident to omit, when 
ho was invited to confide to hi.s Iripirial 
Maj. the care of his honour and ol his in¬ 
terest.—But even if thcte couditious (nei¬ 
ther of which has been iuUilieJ, although 
the fulfilment of them hiur been repeatedly 
requited by his Maj.'s amba,s“ador at St. Pe- 
tersburglA, had nor been in themselves per¬ 
fectly natuialand ncctfs.«.iryi llicre were not 
Wanting considerations which might I'.avc 
warranted hi.s ?Iaj. in endeavouring, wiili 
more tlian ordinary anxii-iy, to asceriaiu the 
•views and intcnlions of the Emperor of 
Russia, and the precise nature and efi'cct of 
' irttenew relations which his Imperial Maj. 
iiad ■ conttacted.—The complete abandon¬ 
ment of the interests of the King of Pru.s.sin 
' (who had twice fejected proposals of sepa¬ 
rate peace, from, a strict adhel'ence to his 
’#t)JC?>^emeiUs with hi.s Imperial elly), and 
(‘•the caaracter of tljose provisions which the 
. Emperor of Russia was contented to make 
for ills own interests in the negociatious of 
'‘i'ilsif, preserved no encouraging prospect of 
the result of any exertions which his Im¬ 
perial Maj. might be ffiiiposed to employ in 


arbitrarilyrtixacted by France from that reni-* 
uant of (he Prushian mcnarchy, such as, in 
its entire and most fl('un.shing sbste, the 
Prussian monarchy would have been unable 
to discharge; while the surrender is demand¬ 
ed, in time of j>eace, of Piussian fortreiises, 
which had not been reduced during the war; 
and while the power of France is exercised 
over Priis.sia with such sh.imeless tyranny, as 
to designate and demand for "instant death, 
individuals, subjects of his Prus.sian Maj. • 
and ie.sident in his dominions,'upon a charge 
ot disrespect 'owards the Fiench govern¬ 
ment;—it is not uli'le all these things are 
done and suffered, under the eyes of the 
Emperor of Russia, and witliout his inter¬ 
ference on behalf of his ally, that his Maj. 
can feel liimselt ctt^lcd upon to account to 
Europe for Iiaving lie.sitaled to repose an un¬ 
conditional Confidence in the efficacy of his 
Imperial Maj.’s mtdialion.—Nor, even if 
that mediation had taken full effect, if a 
peace had been concluded under it, and that 
peace guaranteed by his 1 mperial Maj., could 
his Maj. have placed impiieil reliance on the 
stability of any such arrangement, after 
having seen the Emperor of Russia openlyl 
transfer to France the sovereignty of the 
Ionian republic, tJie independence of which 
his Imperial M ij. had recently and solemnly 
guaranteed.—But while the alleged rejection 
oj the Emperor of Ru.ssia'.s mediation, be¬ 
tween G. Britain and France, is stated as a ‘ 
just gvonud of his Imperial Maj.’s resent¬ 
ment ; hi.s Maj.’s request of that mediation, 
for the re-establisbment of peace between ■■ 
G. Britain and Denmark, is represented as 
an insaJt which.it wa.s bwondthe boflnd.s of 
hi.s Imperial Maj.’s moderation to endnre.-^ 
His Maj. feels himself under no obltgalion'■ 
to offer any atonement or apology to the 
Emperor of Russia for the expedition against 
Copcnh.tgen. It is not for those who were 
pffilies to the secret arrangements of Tilsit,./ 
tq ucmand .satisfaction for a measure to which 
those arrangements g.ive rise, and by 
oneof theobjects of them has been bappilyde- 
feaied.—His Maj.’sjustification of the expe- 
jlition againstCqpenhagtMi isbeforetheworld. 
‘The Declaration of the Emperor of Ros.sia 
would supply whatever was wanting in it, 
il any thing could be wanting to convinee 
Uie most increduJoti.s of the urgency of that 
necessity under which his Maj. acted.—,But 
until theJRussian peclarajion vyas publisiied» 
his Maj. had no reason to suspect, that any 



opifilbtii ^Mcli tbd lajpcittf ^K^ia might t64i%^|se tlte operation ^i'ij^.t^'i 

entftrtaJh of the transactions at Cppepluigen, j^tn^ intfuenco hy vfJbich Rpwia ^ drx^^'i 
coolfi be^such as u> preclude his Imperial intp. unjhst •hostjSil.ies for interests not hW®; 
Maj. from undertaking at the request of G. oWrt.~Tlje Russian Declaration procwdsior" 
Britain, .that same ofhce of mediator, which annoutuce ,the, several coirditions oit whidtf ^ 
lie had asstuncd with so much alacrity on the alone these hostilities can be tereninated^^nd 
behalf of France.—Nor can his Maj. forget, the intercourse of the tujo countries r«u^> 
that ti.e first symptoms of reviving confi- ed.—His Maj. has already had occasion to 
dence, since the peace of Tiisit, the only assert that justice has in no. instance been 
prospect of suct:e«s in the endeavours of his denied to the claims of his Imperial Maj/t 
Maj.’s ambassador to restore the ancient subjects.—The termination of the war with 


good luideratanding between G. Britain and Deonnitk has been so anxiously sought by 
Russia, appeared svhen the intelligence of his Maj., that k cannot be necesjiafry. tor h^ 
the siege of Copenhagen had been recently Maj. to renew any professions upon that sub¬ 
received at St.I’etersburgh.—^The invioLibiii- ject. Rut his Maj. is at a loss to reconcile 


ty of th^ Baltic Sea, and the reeiproc.il gua¬ 
rantees of the powers that border upon it, 
guarantees said to have been contracted with 
the knowledge of the British government, 
are stated as aggrav.stiotis of his Maj.’s pro- 
ceeding.s in tlie Baltic, li cannot be intend¬ 
ed to represent his Maj, as having at any 
time acquiesced in tlie principles upon wJiich 
the inviolability of the Baltic is saaintabicd, 
however his Maj. may, at partiaidar period.s, 
have forborne, for .special reasons, influenc¬ 
ing his conduct at the time, to act in contra¬ 
diction of them. Such forbearance never 
could have applied but to a state of peace 
and real neutrality in the North ; aiul his 
Maj. most assuredly c'ould not be expected 
to recur to it, after France has been suflered 


the Emperor of Russia's present anxiety for 
the completion of such an arrangeoient, 
with his Imperial Maj.’s re-;eot refo.sal td 
contribute his good oftices for I'fKicting it.— 
The requi.sition of his Iinpinial Maj. fof the 
immediate conclasion, by his Maj., of a 
peace with France, is as extraordinaiy in tha 
substance, as it is oflensivein the-mamier, 
H is Maj has at no tinte declined to treat 
with France, when France has professed a. 
willingness to treat on an admissible basis. 
And the Emperor of Russia cannot fail to 
remember tlia't the last neguciatuin between 
G. Britain and France was broken olf, upon 
points immediately afTecting, not his Maj.’s 
own interests, but those of his Imperial 
ally. But bis Maj. neither understands, not 


to establish herself in undisputed .sovereign¬ 
ty along the wliole coast of the Baltic Sea, 
fromDanizig to Lubec.—But tlie higher tlie 
value which the Emperor of Russia places 
on the engagements respecting the tranquilli¬ 
ty of the Bailie, which he describes himself 
a.s inheriting from his immediate predeces¬ 
sors, the Empress Catherine and the Em¬ 
peror Paul, tlie less justly can his Imperial 
Maj. resent the appeal made to him by his 
Maj,’ as the guarantee ofUhe peace to be 
concluded betv/een G. Britain and Denmark, 
in making that appeal, with the utmost con¬ 
fidence and sincerity, his Maj. neither in¬ 
tended, nor can he imagine that he ofl'ei-ed, 
any insult to the Emperor of llu.s.sia. Nor 
can his Maj. conceive that, in proposing to 
the Ih-ince Royal terms of peace, such^ as 
most successful war on the part of Den-. 
eould hardly have, been'expected to* 
©xtprl!'’ from G. BntaijBV rendered 

hiriiiseifJw^le to th 6 either- of 

c;xas|>erj^g the res^to^hj:', jtr of ouirsg- 
the dfcgnUy, of D^nra 3 ^^.-*?-His Maj, has 
thus replied the accusations 

by which the Russian government laboprs to 
jusnify the rupture of a connection which ^ 
has subsisted for ages, with recipTocal ad¬ 
vantages to G. Britain and Russia.; and at-. 


will be aiimit, the. pretension of the Em-* 
peror ot Russia to dictate the time, or the 
mode, of his Maj.’s pacific uegpciatiun with, 
other powers. It never wiU be endured by 
hi.s Maj. that any government sliall indsmni- 
fy itself lor the bumihatiun of subserviency 
10 France, by the adoption of an insullidg 
and peremptory tone towards G. Britain^— 
His Maj proclaims anew thosii principles of 
maritime law, against which the armed neq- 
trality, under the auspices of- the Empress 
Catherine, w.as originally directed] and 
against which the present hostilities of Rns- 
sia are denounced. These principles have 
been recognized and acted upon in,the best 
periods of the hi.story of Euroj^g j and act¬ 
ed upon by no power with ifiore strictness 
and severity than by Russia herself in the 
reign of the Empress Catherine.—Those 
principles it is the right and the duty of 
hi .4 Maj. to maintain; And against eVei^ 
confederacy, his Maj. is determined, und<r 
the bles^ng of divine Providence, to qialu* 
tain them. They have at all times cotit^rl- 
buted ess nitially to the support of thu 
time power of G. Britain j but they are be¬ 
come incalculably more valuable and im¬ 
portant at a period when the maritime po«y^ 
of G.. Britain constitutes the sob remaining^ 
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bulwark again^ tb0 overwhelming vuuj^- 
tions of Ptaoeof the only refuge to which 
other natioha oaky yet resort, in happier 
times, for assistance and protection —when 
the Opportunity for peace between G Britain 
and Russia shall 'arrive, his M j will em> 
bra£e it with eagerness. The arrangement', 
of* stllch a negociatton will not be diftcult oi 
oompiicated. His Maj , as he has nothing 
to concede, so he has nothing to requiie 
Satisfied if Russia shall maniftst a deposi¬ 
tion to return to her ancient feelings of 
ftiendsbip towards G Biilain, to a just 
consideration of her own true interests, and 
to a sense of her own dignity as an indepen¬ 
dent nation. 


If a community shall ever btsedocedUdtha 
‘ calamitous situation, when the whoiAcTi^ in 
come of the proprietors of the soil s^U h^( 
been put m requisition for the treasury, flietc 
can remain in thatcountty few objects oflegi. 
timate taxation —It has been pioved beyond 
the possibility of being controverted, that the 
ciiltivatois of sugar m tins island, compre¬ 
hending both landholdcis and fanners, aie, 
with veiy few exceptions, in the unfortu- 
iiute state supposed, even if they were ex¬ 
empt from the buifhen of debts —-^*1116 
greitcst proportion of the taxes of this coun- 
tiy IS laiscd on this body of pioprietors di* 
lectly, and a consideiable share of the re- 
maindei indirutly, thiongh \atious cias<.e3 


Russia-——O rder of Council foi general 
Reprisals again u Russia 
At the Court at Windsor, the Ibrli of 
Decembei, 1807, piesent, the Kings Most 

Fxctllent Majesty in Council-His Mi 

jesty hiving taken into considciation the in¬ 
jurious and bostik piocecdngsot the hm- 
poroi of all the Russias, as set forth in the 
Dcclaiation of this date, issued by his Ma¬ 
jesty’s tomraand; xnd ixing dttcimined to 
take suchmeasmea as aie iicfcssaij fot vm- 
diciting the honour of his iioisii nut pio- 
cunng lepantion and satistrvtu u, In Ma¬ 
jesty then foie is plciscd, b\ anl with the 
advice of his Privy Conned, to oril'*i, and 
it IS heieby oideu d, thot gmci d icptisus be 
Kranted agonist the ships, goods, and sub- 
Jetts, of the Lniperoi of .ill the Itiissns 
(save and e*.ccpt any vessels to wlnth Ins 
Majesty’s hcenee has been granted, oi nhich 
baVc been directed to be released fiomihe 
embargo, and have nut since aimed ot any 
foreign ports,) so that as well his Mqestys 
fleets and snips, as also all othei ships and 
Vessels that shall be commission itcd by let¬ 
ters of marque oi gerteial lepiisnls, or other¬ 
wise, by his Majesty’s Commissioneis foi 
executing the office of Loid H gh Admiial 
of Gieat Britain, shall and mij lowfully 
seixe all ships, vessels, and goods belonging 
to the Emperor ot all the* llussiis, or his 
subjects, Cl. others inhabiting vVitiiin the 
temfories of the BAiperor of all the Russias, 
and bnng the same to judgment in any of 
the Courts of Admiralty within his Msjesty’s 
dominions, &.c &c.—C amdi-n, P West- 
Mos&ANP, C. P S Hamkesburv, Mur- 
i^HAVK, St. Helen’s, Sp PxRtEVAt, G. 

Cannimo. - ' 

Jawtaica- — Resolutions, passed unanimously 
hy the House of Assemlty, on the 2Qth of 
Oct,\SX)7, relaitve to the distressed state 
of t ha Colonsf, and especially to the Aboli- 
ttoti Act, passed by the last Parliament. 
(ContinuedJtomp 0.J 


of the inhabitants, whose ehiet means ot sup¬ 
port aiedi iwu fiom the sugn plain itions.— 
It were v iin to sc neh for means ot levying 
paitof 1 it vinue that dots not exist And 
It IS puninl to the commute' to state, tbu it 
will be mipiaetiiabk to continue toiaise 
within this iiland, those contributions which 
were che-^ifully pa^xl in b ippui limes, unless 
the sngir p! inters shall be enabled to sup- 
poil thnr sliaie of the public bui thens, by 
some r ukeal, cfitclinl, and peimincnt, inea- 
sincs, whith shxll w stoic xtid tnsiue to them 
-ui iiKtnne, bianng nji st pru[K>rtiori to then 
Gigt t ipitals, on which onr local taxes have 

l> tn heielotore chicB} assessed-lhat, 

frtini tl e uncxpicftd sums uhw h have been, 
an 1 m i) be, collected, from the exlraordi- 
naiy miportatiuii of Alileans, as befoie 
stated, and the unexpected falling in of ckbts 
due to the public, it may be practicable, 

I with rigul economy in vllother biaiiches of 
the public expenditure, to continue such 
subsistence another year And the commit¬ 
tee recommend to the House to vote sums 
neres»aiy foi giving the said additional sub¬ 
sistence to the 31st day of December, 1808. 

'[ he committee humbly hope, that, ,on a 
faithful representation to our naost grhpious 
Sncieicrn, of the calamitous situation to. 
which his loyal subjects of this island are 
reduced. Ins Majesty, with his accustomed 
benevolence, will recognize the uniform* 
zeal with which the voluntaiy contributions 
tows- Is the comfort of his Majesty s troops 
inXhis island have been made, wfiilst the^ 
inhabitants had the means and, eonsidi^ringf^ 
the state to which proprietors, once opulent, 
aie reduced, that his Majesty will be pleased 
to ^direct his ministers to adopt sUen mea¬ 
sures as shall be necessary for protectit:^ 
this yet important cdouy ^om the general 
funds of the empire, to whldi it contiibutes 
so large and dispropoitionate a share. And 
the committee recommend to the House to 
appol nt a cbmmittee to prepare a most hum¬ 
ble address to his Majes^, setting forth thes^ 



t4dil ^ 

oar grieirspcttt and opproa^am, eanu^tljr be^ L thfabtll 3 isc (i^ ^ jOeomber, 
se^ii^ his Majerly's coraa^ds on his mi> m th« ^rst ptacie^ bj exW^ttg <hbdt t# 
uisters to adopt proper measdfes for ooi re* arise fitKn the diities on near negroes, tpldiNr 
lief and redtess *<»Ordeied, that Mr Steven* ' the art commonty called the additional dnt^ 
son, Mr. Grant, Mr Whitebome, Mr Sims, bill, and, as to the dejUcirmy, out of the 
and Mr Ftnlay»on, be a committee for that monies to arise from sonie or one of the 

purpose-li Resolved, That tlfis House, other money bills to bo passed this scsSton. 

for Itself, and on the pan of its constituents, —VI Resolved, That the abolition aCt,*by 
und of >11 otherpeiions m auv m inner con- its totally destioyiog, for the futuie, the 
cenied in the welfare of this island, do, in custoinsiy levenue Under the negto duty 
the mo t ikinn ind decided manner, protest bill, b) its bahcRii eftects on our ordinary 
against th ad of the Impi rial Parliament, resouu , and Us gcnetal tendency to o\er- 
pasiicd oi tile i5th day of Match last, enti- whelm the unfortunate settlers and tnhabi- 
tieu, ‘ An Act for the Abolition ot the Slave tants of this ishnd, in combination svith the 
'll ulc," not only is a bitach, on the pait (f excessive duties and charges on our produce, 
< ovenimeiit, of the conditions undei which and the well known general distress of the 
Ills M >jestv b subucis embarked in the set* colon), tender us totally ttiable to mike any 
skraentol this island, but as a novel, un- provision for his Majesty's troops, beyond 
just, and unconstitutional Intelference with the period above-mentioned, nor can we 
Its int« rnal goveuiment indaftaiis, calcu- contemplate a renewal of such grants, until, 
htcclt) defeat ind to snbvei t our laws, to byaiedressof our grievances, the minds of 
depiiveus of our ileaiesr birth lights^ the our constituents respecting oui constitution- 
trial bv juiy, to laisc envy and jealousy m al rights shall be quieted, and the possession 
the breasts of the settled negroc-., suhver- of the means shall again enable us to bear so 
jive ot an anc eiit and idiml cd jpiincipk of heavy a burthen——VII Resolved, That 
the British censt lution, that i o viws can be under the pressure of a heavy public debt, 
binding on tlio ( w'o ire not repi esented in aiidcf individuil diUresS, now actually felt 
the pirl nnent whicn cnicts them, placing and become insupportable, and fiom the 
not only our rights iid propeitus, but also prospect of the calamities which must be 
out lives, in the most imminent danger, ind the inevitable consequence of the abolition 
tending to promote disaffiction in the mm Is ict, it is absolutely neressaiy to relieve all 
of his Majesty s niosl Joyil siibjiils - —HI i inks, by modeiating the taxes, and by le- 
Resolved, Inat the legisl itiirc of th s island treuchiiig the public expcndiluic in every 
Jias, and ever hid, tlie exclusive ind absolute possible maiinei, even in some cases of ac- 
riglUtoeniLt its own laws and to legufate knowledged public benefit and advantage, 
cntiiely its intcnial govcinment and aftairs Tint the vote of the House, refusing the 
that the Impel III Piiliiment hit'i not, nor annuil gnnt ot j[’f 5,000 for loads atadis- 
Inth any othci powir upon earth, the most tance fiomthe sea, by which internalset- 
distantriglit toinicrkre theiein (f xccptonlj *1 rs, who so ranch augment our strength, 
his Majesty, m the instance of o sallow in are disc ouraged, should be followed up oy a 
the laws heie midt), and that in support lesoluti m to suspend foi the present all 
ot die dearest rights and libeihes ot oui fel grants toi pubht bmldngs and bauacks, ex- 
low subjects. It w our duty, by a'l constitu- lept i i limited degree and undei very ap- 

tion d means m our powfci, to resist the at paicn^ necessity-VIH Resolved, That 

•tempt that has been, and every attempt that the fuither prosecntion of the measuresabout 
maybe, made, to destioyor toabiidge that to be adopted in the Im^eriil Parliament 
-slight—IV Resolved, That this House, for the relief of the sugai colonies, the re¬ 
in more fortunate days, when the situation peal in toto of the abohrioa act} oi. If that 
ofthe inhabitants of this island was ditfi rent, cannot be effected, the absoJjjJawFepeal, at 
land w hen the burthens and restrictions im- least of ill the obnoxious and nnconstitution- 
posed by Great Britain were infinitely le^s al enactments thireof, coipledwith a full 
ol^ressive than they now are, has net cr icorapensation t) the island foi its losses, suf- 
failed in shewing the strongest disposition to fcimgs, and disappointments, in consequence 
render the situation of |iis Majesty's troops of the abolition of the trade, the adoption, 
in this island most comfortable, and thgt by the British goveinment of the means of 
this house is stii influenced bv the same molding geneial protection to this colony at 
disposition, but is tot illy deprived of the the general txpence of the empire, and# 
same means —V, Resolved, That the above all, an abandonment by the Imperlat 
usual pay and subsistencegianted to hts Ma- Parliament of every pretension to an intei:- 
jesty's white troops stationed in this island, ference with our internal government or af- 

to extant of 3000 m?n, be continued to fairs, ate objects of the highest importatsce 
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to this island^ aad canior the unn^ed ate, tfie 
a^nus, and most etieigetic attention of the 
island aguit 

American Statps- R<ptit mnik in 

th% Congress, Nuv 1/, ibo?, tnu/nug hu 
/Ifftnr of thi Chfiap ale In ( 

M. Bloniit, Iroiii i C inaiticf'of (hi, 
House of K( pic^Mil itivc-i oil i j nt of the 
PresidfiU’s Mcs igc, lepotltd llits diy on 
the subject of the ift'’clv on the Clu sq t iki 
The report (omnunas with in expie lou 
of sensibility it this outride s ites the re 
ceipt of moimition rehtive thci«.to from 
the state and m\} depirtmints pusuits i 
genet il view of the cirtnni ‘inces, o’-isirving 
that It might he siid to h ne bL( n me on<cst 
ibly provid, th it William Wiu, John hti i- 
chan and Dan Miitin (three of the font 
persons tsken out ot the t lie apt iKi) iie ti- 
tipens of the United St ites, but the com- 
imttec add tli it tin y contcivc itniinceessaiy 
for them oi the House to go ii to nny inqui¬ 
ry on fhat put of the sv ’ jee*^, is m then opi¬ 
nion whethtr th men tal en liom the Che 
sapcike were, or weie not t i/ens of ih 
Uri tea States, iidwh^th i thi (.Itssnt ike 
w Is or w is not wilhi i th« ael now Icth ^ d h 
mils of the! Wed t 'll th t me Ihej 
uere tikeo llw ihi liter ot t'e tl ot 
taking them reniim> the su t - Fi in 
the foregoino f k is, it '< n ii s to i nir t >m- 
jinfiee tint tin outia> toniu tud on the 
fii»ate Chtsap’nl»' hi^Hrii si imped with 
cncumstincio of mdignitv 'll d ui ill, of 
which then u >iarc* 1 } to be tminJ aj i illel 
m the bistoi y of CiVilued nations, ml ic 
qones oul) the santiion ot the goveinmmt 
undei cole iir of wha«e auth mil t w is per¬ 
petrated, to mike It juht eansc of, if not in 
irresistible e ill tor, inst'iiit and seitie reli- 
iulion W hothei it w ill u et ive th it s inc- 
tion, or bo disi owed snd dechied in n nu- 
thor’ised utot i suboi lin itc ofbct r run mis 
tob^ dettimiu d b> the inswei v Ihch shall 
be giieu to the dem ind ot 'vphn ition, that 
answir now diilv i\pected, will either emk 
the detest ikli^ let into pn lev or t \pind it to 
the mignitiidc'th premed ^ited hostility 
■gainst the soveitigtitj and indcpendeme of 
this nation, md until i»s tine chsm it r shall 
be fixed and knoAti, your committee deem S 
it expedient to decline expressing any opi- | 
nion as to the nieasuus proper to be adopted 
in petahation to it But the eomnvttee sdd, 

■s 0 bei 'lets of aggression have been com- 
mjtt^ within our ports snd w iters, such as 
these ment oiied in the President’s Message, 
the (omisittee are ot opinion, thit it is ex 
pedient to provide moie eftectually for the 
^otection ot out ports and harbours but 


not bein|f prepaied to report specifically on 
that subject, tney stsk furthet indulgence of 
the House, and submit the follow ing reso¬ 
lution —Resolved, That the altuk of the 
^ B ilish ship ot war Leopard on the Hinted 
> Slates fiig^te Clieviptakt, was a flagrant vio¬ 
lation ot the jnusdiction ot the Unded 
Si itcs, a id that the contiru Hire of the Bri¬ 
tish sqiiidron (ot wliith the Icopml was 
oiu) in tlicii w ikrs, af 11 being notilied by 
th< j rrcl iiPatirn ot the Picidentof the Uin- 
t(d SuUs, nidtiing ihtmlodej ulthesaic, 
w IS a f iitiier vioi iiion theieot 

Exri AETJ Order tn Cruneil, rcluin t to 
he itta! C mmme Dated Dt 1 ^ IMty. 

At tlu Couit at Windsoi tne Ibihday 
of Dee ISO/, ' isent tin Kings Mist Px- 
(tlleut M ije tj 111 Cou'ieil —His M'*jesty is 
pic 1 eel, bv ind w itli the a-tvice of his Pt i / 
Conntil to Older, and itishcieb} oidiu i, 
th It nothing in Ins Mqesty’s Old r n Uoun- 
< 1 of tlie ] Uh of ^ov 1 1st shall e\ti lid, oi 
be roiistiuid to extend, lo permit any vessel 
to imporl ant irl rles oi the produce or lua- 
nnfuture of the enemies’colonies in the 
West Ind es, cliiect from such colonics to 
am port ot this kingdom, and it i tuithcr 
oulcieil, that ill vessels winch miy iriue in 
the p irts ot this kingdom diicct trom the 
col ini jafoicsaid, shall, ueveilheless, be re- 
leas d, upon prrot being made that the 
chiiterpirty oi othei igrccment for the 
vo\'‘gc w is cntcird into btfou notice of lhi» 
Older And the Right IToir the Lords Cora- 
mis'ioncrs ot his Mi|ialy*s fieasury, his 
M i]i sty s Pi me ipsl Seen tines ot State, the 
1 OI Is C < nmiissioiiers of the Admirilty, and 
tlieJud„Lsot th* High Court of Admiralty 
ailComtsot Vice-Adminlty, ar,, to take 
the meessaiy measuies herein as to them 

shill Icspeetivelv appertain-W Paw-i 

xr NLK 

i f ANtr ——JOtcr^e against English Com->'' 
rntrie, dated at Milan, Dec If, ISOf, and 
signed ly the Emperor Napoleon Toge¬ 
ther until a Sipplement ly the Fteaeh 
Minuter of Marine 

. Napoleon, Bmperor of the French,! 
King of It ily, and Protector of the RbmiA 
Confederation —Observing the measures 
adopted by the British gov ernment, on the 
nth of November last, by which veasels be- 
1 wging lo neutial, fneiidly, or even powers 
the allies of^ngUid, ate made liable, not 
only to be searched by English cruiaers, but 
to be compulsorily detained in England, and 
to have a tax laid on them of so mdcb per 
cent on the cargo, to be regulated by tb» 
Bntwh legislature —ObscrWBg that by ibewt 
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acts the Bntl^h ^^remndeoc denationalises 
ships of every nation in Barope, that it is 
not coropetent for any government to de- 
tiart from its own independence and rights, 
all the «ove:eignsof Kurope having in trust 
thei sovereignties and todependenre dt thv* 
fl-ig , (hut it by an tinpaidonablo wiakness, 
and which, m thee)e»ot posterity, would 
be an indclibk stain, ‘urh a i) rami) v as il- 
lowed to Ik istabhshcd info pno'ipks, and 
consecijlco by m age, the ih v.ould 
avail them*elves of it to issmnasa ngUi.as 
they have .n.ilcd tlicns^l ts ot ilic tolei- 
ance ol governments to ei b'«h tl e .iif •- 
mmis piintijilc, tli it (lit fl-'g of 11, Mnn dots 
not (ovei goods, and to give to ilu ii ngnl ef 
Hotkade an irbiti ii) eviciiitoiT, aa 1 w neh 
ujliiHges on the soveie gnly of evciv <-t it j 
vve liave decieed, and do dt c ic ui tol'uws 
—Ait.l. Lvtiyship, to vvlnbvei nition it 
may belong, that shall have submiKtd to be 
sean hed by .11 lingirsh ship, 01 to 1 vov tgo 
tui igl'iid, 01 that slulUnvc pad any tix 
whitsocvtr to the English govcinnitii^ is 
theieb), and loi that alone, dcl'iicd to be 
dtinliomli/ d, to ha»e foifeit,_d the proitr- 
tion ol itsk'iig, and to hsve bc'come hngl sh 
pioperfv^—Art II Wbtlhei the sbifis thus 
dematioiishyed by the arbilr. •) ineasmcs of 
the Knghsli government, emai into oui 
poits, <n those of our alius, vn whcthei they 
fall into the hands of om slops of wai, oi of 
onr piivateeis, they aie ilcel ud to begrod 
and lawful prices—“-Art III Hit Ihitish 
islands aic dcchied to be lu a state of block¬ 
ade, both by land nid sea Eveiy shrj», of 
whatevci nuion, ot vvhitsocvd theiMtme 
of Its < Itg) so liny be, lint siiIs fiom the 
ports ol 1 .11 Inul, 01 ihojeof tbe fiip' -h co¬ 
lonies, and ot the countries occnpie 1 1 » llng- 
lish troops, and piocecdiiig to 1 in »l, 01 to 
the English lolouies, 01 to eonntii s otcu- 
. pied by English tioops, is goml and lawful 
prize, as contrary to the piest nr dc. tee, and 
’may be capluied by out ships of war ot oui 

piivateers, ind aJindged to the captor- 

■ Art. iV Thtbe n easui es, w Inch are i e orfe 1 
to only in just retahalion of the b'’tbn<nu 
system adopted by England, whuh assimi¬ 
lates its legislation to that of Algicis, shall 
cesLe tobave any effect withicspeet to all 
iiltiobs who shall have the* firmness to com¬ 
pel thcEriglish government birespecttheirflig 
They shall continue to be ngorouslv m foiec 
as tong^ that government does not reuiin\o 
the principle of the law of nations, whuh 
regalates the illations of civilized state's in a 
state of war. The provisions of the present 
electee shall beabrogated and null, in lict, as 
soon as the Enghsh abide again by the piin- 
wiplcs of the law of naticais, wbira are also 


the prii}oip]es of justice and of honow.—— 
All our ministei s ire chaiged with the cjte^ 
ration of the present daertc, which shak'^ 
inset ted in the Bulletin ol the I.aws. * * 
As a Supplement to this d'ere e, thc^ isf 
m the Othcial Joorml the follow mg Circular 
ru*ltei, .’ddiesseJ by theMimstar ot the*ln- 
t nor to tia* Ch "iiber of Comnieice —\ ou 
ne not nnuqniinkd, gentlemen, with the 
1 ito ut.ot tb‘Bsuisli gw'einnient, that last 
the oppie*-simi ot the eemmerec ot 
the w Olid , you know that,it has losclved ta 
destioy the ft.‘blc lem'ins of the indepen- 
dtnfe of xh'- ..is Jt now thipksproper, 
tl t Ii4utl)iih no ship shall mvigate the 
s i>,, w tho’t'muhingit .ts px'rts, vvitlionta 
bilinte 10 its picteiukd sovereignty, and 
w itho It tec IIV ing from it an gn< minions h- 
teiiec —'J liiis the ocean is heuxefotwaid on- 
1 > the mid o( sluery* Ihe iisuipation of 
the most suied of the* rights of nations is 
eunsuromitcd, and this lvr<,nntc yoke is to 
press upon them until the diy ot veng'-ancet, 
01 until hi might to a due sense of modera¬ 
tion, the l.nglish government will iNeU r.i!ra 
Its 1 >ge, and bieak that stcptie to which tho 
nation»»it the eontineut will nev cr consent 
to submit —1 .nm c illing our eoniinon atten¬ 
tion to the* import uit «ircinnsttucv.*s wbteh 
must povverlully ui'we us to awaken your 
pvtiiotism inj )ovii wisdom One would 
hive mugiuevJ, thit everyobstiuclion and 
lesMaint that ilogged the couise of tli* 
commerce on the coptinent. had been ez- 
lusustcd, stiH, however, thev ave going to 
be ag.,nv ited m the meiiures 1 itely adopted 
by Im land, ti r they will find ourtnmJs 
muV up to ‘ lorrie a^unst, and to over- 
conic, I'us W‘\y movie ol oppression ——.We 
must not dint oai eycs to tl'e consequences. 
Impointioa and c\p»ttation, already so 
much lest'iete willso'on be much mdre«>o. 

IVI rjiihing (O’in cte*d with inirittme com- 
miice, evciy thing that depend) upon it, 
will now be li'ble to more difheultics, to 
nioi'^ unceitaint;. 1 heie are, ho\ evei, two 
cliuniels tint M M rema n xipen—The pow- 
ei of a't 'ek 1 a evi i\ ,h p diatj -swounces the 
indepuiJcuf. ot ut 1 tii njil flag, by A 
‘•Imnctul s d'lTi >-s,on ti Oie Pjiti'-h sove¬ 
reignty, I"! b, Pivig'>ing ni dar i Bntiilb 
Iic-i ce, vv Ii o| I n 1 wide he'd to ilio hojpe* 
ol 001 eimniindeis Such a ',«iource will 
uotp JVC u “fliclv d, and Fic'tihi commereb 
w II not dvvotv* ilselt uivlcssl) '0 that sort of 
w ijtvic wl ich . evci Icts’ioii d^xtetity, 

anti dccisi n, go iiiiievvsid ’1 -We have 

moreover to hojie that n ufral ships wiU 
eluvie the v igilam e ot the En< hsh miisers} 
ihe immense e-stent of the coists of the 
empire will fav'oui and p otcet the renter* 




prises.—riie«fe,r 9 ^rc!^ otight j»ot to ije «in- 
di^slaed, nor counted for nothing. France 
wU Submit to a tempo^faiy situation, which 
can only change with time, and with new 
exertions } but her enemy shall not deprive 
her of the tpaln basis of her prosperity, her 
intlrilbl cororaunicatioh, her relations with 
the continent, where site n» longer sees any 
hut friends or allies j her soil will not be less 
h^ile, her industry will not maintain itself 
the less, though deprived of some materials 

, which it is not impossible to replace.-^I’t) 

ihis last proposition I am rather anxious, 
gentlemen, to direct your attention. You 
have advice to give, and examples to liold 
oot (q commerce. You must already forc- 
*ee the effect of the privation of certain ma¬ 
terials, more especidly for cotton, and (if 
ingredients for dying of cotton, of which a 
quantity has been scored up in France: that 
which we shall derive from the Levant, and 
that which, at a more distant period, we 
shall reap from our indigenous ralturc, not 
unsuccessfully essayed, will sumce to siip- 

g ort, in a great measure, our manufactures j 
ut in the expectation that some of them 
piay experience privations, we must have 
recourse, as far as possible, to hemp and flax, 
ijn order to provide occupation for those ma¬ 
nufacturers who would 110 longer be em¬ 
ployed with articles of cotton. It were de- 
aimble that we should circumscribe our cou- 
^lumption within the products of the mate- 
xials the growth of our soil, and restrain the 
unlu^y elects of haDits and taste contract- 
,ed for manufactures, that would render us 
dependent upon foreign countries.——The 
juaterials for dying, may become scarce—but 
mauy of them may be replaced by the pro- 
dnetions of our soil. We will dispense with 
the rest by a .slight saeridee of some colours, 
which may please fretn their apparent great¬ 
er beauty, without adding any tiling m the 
Intrinsic goodness of the article. Besides, 
,110 small reliance is to be placed on the ge- 
AiuB of our manufacturers: it will triumph 
over tWe.dld5cu.lt ie8.—Th£ channels, which 
in spite usurpations, will remain 

open to impw^RJh, may not suffice for the 
consumption of sugar and coffee; these ob- 
jeots of secondary utility may become scarce; 
Imtfbe great mass of the nation will npt suf-' 
lilts temporary privation: habits of 
indpl^nce too widely indulged will be coun- 
tei^ted and restrained by the ri^ in .tlie 
pri(Ce.-^TT“And besides, is k to be supjjwed 
that the Great l^ation will allow itself ro be 
intimated by the ^vation of some futile, 
enjoymentsf Her allies Lave endured, 
without murmur, the most pinebisig' 
whnts; that gtcat example will not have' 


I been^.h.eld eatin>vWl W.e 

in view to recdhqplr ti^^^^pet^uce.iof 
the seas; wh^*! ^.1^T®s?bj9 

anal redeem comroetpn/mm the Vuipoaf aefy 
.of piracy that are juridicafly exercised against 
lit; wheq we have in view the vindication of 
the national honour, and the breaking dbWn 
of those furcae candinae which England is 
attempting to erect upon our coasts, the 
French people Will support with the dignity 
and the courage that belong to their great 
character, the momentary sacrifices that are 
imposed upon their taste, their habits, and 
their industry. The coninaerQe of Europe 
will soon, no doubt, be rescued from oppres- • 
sion. The interest of nadons; the honour 
of .sovereigns; fKc magnanimous resolutions' 
of the most powerful of the allies of Fr^ce j' 
the power and wish of the hero wliq'roles 
over us; the justice of a cause to wbich'.Hea- 
ven will grant its protection; every mpliye 
concurs to decide the contest; nor can its 
issue remain uncertaia. Accept, gentlemen, 
the assurance' of my sincere esteem.— 
CaETET. I 

PonTUGAn, —additional Proclamation of thd 
Prince liegent, previous to his embarka¬ 
tion, dated 26 Nov., 18p7. 

The governors whom I vVas pleased to' 
nominate by my royal decree of this present 
date, to govern these kingdoms during m^ 
absence, will have the usual oaths admi* 
nistered to them by the cardinal patfiafeh,' 
and will attend with all solicitude, vigilance, 
and activity, in the administration of }usti.cey' 
distributing the same impartially, and main-, 
tainiug a rigorous observance of the JaWs of 
this kingdom.—They will preserve to the 
natives all the privileges which had been' 
granted to them by me and my .rojral prede¬ 
cessors.—^^he plurality of vofes vvill decide 
on the reports the respeefive iribuiials may 
Jay before tliem, regulating themselves ac¬ 
cording to the laws and customs of the kin g- . «> 
dom.-—They will direct literary professions,, 
offices of criminal and crvjl judicature; aiwi' 
revenue, according to the formsf her€)|^dfore 
practised by me.—They will protect tlid 
iwrsons and properties or my loyal sulyects. 
selecting tor military occupations.tb'pse 
may be deemed worthy thereof.*^Tij|^ will 
endeavour (b'^preserve to their '^e 

tranquillity of this kihgdom, to um^de for 
the troops of the Emperor of the^F^4) ahd 
King m’ It^ily good .quarterii, %i4P fuppjjr 
them mfti every thing they il»y r^oire, 
during their stay iii this . kingdom, .averting 
all .and every i nsuU th^ tpfy he perpetrated*. 
and punishing witn rigour any that mey..bp-. 
cur;, {qfilul^ubg iiwrqra the gped. bvmaay 
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■Mrhich ought to be displayed to the armies est^Hshmeot of a eonrflM»md«nce, 
of natioos with whom we find DUrselves pieantre ia ittconapattble'with tins orders gf«V 
united on the continent.-Should it any ven to (ireak ofi* all communication betweet^*' 
occurrence happen, that any of the said go- England and the contineotn^'We ought to 
s'cmors are absent, a plurality of votes will reject such an idea in a cormtry like Itpa* 

elect a successor. 1 trust to yoqr •honour maik, where laws ate passed notformqyo^ 

and Virtue, that my people will not sutler pleasantr)', and to be btokep. The king i» 

inconveniences duiipg niy absence; and not ignorant that measures demanded by the 

bhould It be God's will that I should retorn general welfare often injure the personal in- 

shortly to my kingdoms, that I may meet terests of some of bis subjects; butliietes- 

evetyjane contented and satisfied, reigning timony of his conscience consoles him, ha- 

aiuong them that good order and tranquillity ving preserved as long as possible to bis peo- 

whicU should exist among subjects who have pie the benefits of peace, and having altered 

rendered themselves so worthy of mv pa- his conduct only at the period when the 

temal care.-Palace of onr I.ady of Ajuda, most revolting aggressiqn provoked the most 

onthe20‘thof Nov., I 8 O 7 .-(Signed)— vigorous resistance against a perfidious cn«» 


Tan pRi.vcE. 

The following are the ptincipal members 
of the royal family of Portugal, who have 
embarked for the Biazils*—Maria Funcisca 
Elizibeth, Queen of Portugal and Algarva, 
born December 17 , 1714, maiiied her 
uncle, Don Pedro III. Ki;ig of Portugal, 
who died 25th May, 1800.—.Tuan Mam 
Joseph l/jwis. Infant of Poitugfcl, Prince 
Regent, born the 13lh of May, J7L7, and 
married June 9 , 1785.—Chailntt 1 Joachinia, 
rnfantaof Spam, and Pi incess of Drazil.— 
Maria Ann Francisca Josephina, sister of 
the Queen, born October 7. Marja 

Francisca Benedict! tin, sister of llie Qneeh, 
born July 24, 1750; married Joseph Fran¬ 
cis ^vier. Prince of Brazil, who died the 
loth September, 17 S 8 , 

Ibe following are the childi'cn of the 
Prince Regent:—Don Antonio, Prince of 
Beira, born August 12, 1798 .—Michael, 
Ac. born October 26, 1802.—Maria Ihe- 
lesa, bom April 29 , 1793 .—-Isabella Ma- 
ru Francisra, bom May I 9 , 1797—Maiia 
Francisca, born April 22, ISOO.—Isabella 
Maria, ^orn July 4, 1801. 

Dekmabk..—. alaiwer of the Prince Royal lo 
Traders who wished to cat respond 

with England. Dated 27 th Nov., I8O7, 
^at Copenhagen, 

1 mos( acquaint the trade,,that it is im- 
ro^ible to modify the orders contained in 
publications of the 9 th and 14th Sep- 
^srober.—The King, in confining himself to 
the seauestratioQ of enemy's property, has 
done all that was in bis power td assist those 
of his sobjects whojse fortunes might fall 
into the bands of the English—He»has even 
exceeded ttdiat so perfidious an ciietny me¬ 
rits—Besides, nothing ought to clull the 
irdourof a noble vengeance: anti the mer- 
•bsnts may at once, by arming privateers, 
repovar their capital, ii %4 Aveoge the conn* 
try and the king.—With i espect .to the re- 


my. 

American States.— Non-importation det, 
pa\red IHth dfiril, 1806.— Together with 
a Supplementary Act, passed alout lOtM 
Dec. 1807. 

fie it enacted by the senate and house 
of representatives of the United States of 
America, in congress asseinbled, that from 
and after the 15. of Nov. next it shall not 
be lawful to import into the United States, 
or the territories thereof, from any port or 
place situated in Great Britain or Ireland, 
or in any of the colonies or dependencies of 
G. Britain, any goods, wares, or merchan¬ 
dize, of the following descrimions, tliat is 
to say :—All articles ^ which leather is tbs 
material of chief valiBS.—All articles of 
which silk is the mateiial of chief value.— 
All articles of which hemp or flax is the 
material of chief value.—All articled of 
which tin or brass is the material of chief 
value, tin in sheets excepted.—WooRtti 
cloths uhose invoice prices shall exceed 5s« 
sterling per square 3 wd.—Window ^ass, 
and all other manufactures of glass.—Silver 
and plated wares.—Paper of every descrip¬ 
tion.—Nails and pikes.—Hats.—Clothing 
ready made.—Millinery of all kinds; and 
pictures and prints.—Ner shall it bejawfiil 
i to import into the United Statm, or the 
: territories thereof, from any jj S?teiigtfport or 
I place whatever, any of the above-mentiofled 
goods, wares, or merchandize, being the 
‘ growth, produce, or mannfiictureof O. Bri¬ 
tain : or Irdmd, or any of the colonii^, 
or dependancies of Great Britun: pro¬ 
vided, however, that no articles which 
shall withiif 15 months after the pass¬ 
ing of this act be imported from any 
place beyond the Cape gf Good Hope, on 
board any vessel cleared out before the pass¬ 
ing of this act from any port within the, 
United States or the territories thereof, for 
.the said Cape of Good or any place 
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beyond ihe ^m<»| sliall be subject to the 
prohibition aforesaid.—Sec. 2. And be it * 
fort her enacted, that whenever any arti¬ 
cle or articles^, the iraportaiion of which is 
prohibited by this act, shall after the said 
]5£h^f Kov. next, be imported into the j 
Unitud States or the territories thereof, 
contrary to the true intent and ineaniugof | 
this act’, or shall, after the said loth of Nov. i 
next, be put on board any ship or vessel, ! 
boat, raft, ercariiage, with intention of im¬ 
porting the same into the United States, or 
the territories thereof, all such articles, as 
well as all other articles on board the s.inie 
■hip or vessel, boat, naft, or eaniage, be¬ 
longing to the owner of such prohibited 
articles, shall be forfeited, and the owner 
thereof shall moreoscr forfeit and pay lieble j 
the value of such articles — Sit 3. And be I 
it further enacted, that if any* article nr j 
articles, the importation of whuh is prohi¬ 
bited by this act, shall, after the s.ii(l l.'ith of 
Nov. next, be put on board any ship or 
vessel, boat, craft or carriage, wi'h in ten- | 
tion to import the same into ihe United ' 
States, or the territories thereof, contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of this act, j 
and with the knowledge of the owner or 
master of such ship or vessel, boat, rafi, or 
carriage, shall be forfeited, and the owner 
or master thereof shall nioreovei each for¬ 
feit and p.iy treble the value of such articles 
—Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, that if 
any article or articles the importation of w hich 
is proliibilfed by this act and which shall 
neverthclc.ss be on board any ship or vessel, 
boat, raft, or carriage, at iving after tiie .said 
15fh of Nov. next, in the United States, or 
the territories thereof, shall be omitted in the 
manife-st, report, er entry of the master or 
the person having tjic charge or command 
of such ship or vessel, boat, raft, or carriage, 
or shall be oinitted in the entry of the goods 
owned by the owner or consigned to the 
consignee of such articles, or shall be import¬ 
ed or lauded, or attempted to be imported 
or landed, without a'permit, the same penal¬ 
ties, fineS^HadJbprfeitures shall be incurred 
and may be recovered, as in tlie case of si¬ 
milar omission or omissions, landing impor- 
tatiuna or attempting to land or import, in 
relation to articles liable to duties on their 
importation into the United States.—Sec. 5. 
And be it further enacted, that every collec¬ 
tor, naval officer, surveyor, or other officer 
of the customs, shall have the like power 
and authority to seiee goods, wares, and 
merchandize imported contrary to the intent 


and meaning of this act, 'to keep the same 
in custody until it shall have been ascertain¬ 
ed whether the same ligve been forfeited or 
not, and to enter any ship or vessel, dwelling- 
house, store, building, or other place, for the 
purpose ‘of searching for and seizing .any 
such goods, wares, or mferchandize, which 
he or they now have by law in relation to 
goods, wares, and merchandize subject to 
duty ; and if any person or persons shall 
conceal or buy any goods, wares,"and 
merchandize, kno.ving them to be liable 
to seizure by this .ict. such person or persons 
' shall on comiction thereof, forfeit and pay 
j a sum double the amonnt of \.alue of the 
I goods, wares and merclianifize so concealed 
or pill chased.—Sco, 0 And be it further 
enacteil, that tli • following addition .shall 
be insei ted lo the o.ill. or affirmation taken 
by the inastTs or persons n tying the charge 
or comnnnd of any ship or vessel arriving 
at any poll of the United States, or the 
territories thereof, after the said 15lh of 
Nov. next, yiz. " I fuithcr s\vc.ir (or .affirm) 
that thercMs not to the best of my know¬ 
ledge or belief, on board [insert the denomi- 
ivition and name of the vessel] any gooils, 
wares, and nteichandize, the importation of 
which into the United Slates, or the territo¬ 
ries thereof, is proIiiMiied by law : And I 
do further swear (or affiim)that if I shall 
here titer discover or know of any such 
goods, wares, and mucliandizc on board 
the Slid vcs-cl, orwhieli shall have been im¬ 
ported in the same, I u 11 immediately and 
without delay make due leport thereof to the 
collertoi of the port of this ilis'tnct.”—Scc.^v 
And be it farther cmicted, that the follow¬ 
ing addition be inserted after the said 15lh 
of Nov. nex,t, to the oath or affirmation 
taken by importers, consignees or agents 
at the time of enteiiiig goods imported into 
the United States or the lerrilories thereof, 
viz. “ I also swear (or affirm) that there atflu,. 
not, to the best of my knowledge and be¬ 
lief, amongst the said goods, wares, and,, 
merchandize, imported or consigned as 
aforesaid any goods, wares, or mbrehan- 
dizv, the importation of which into th^ 
United States, or the territories 'thereof/,,, 
is prohibited by law : And I do fnr(jier 
swear (or alHrm) that if I shall here^er 
discover any such goods, wares or raerchati- 
ijize among the said good.s, wares 'and mer¬ 
chandize, J will .immediately and without 
delay report the same to the collector 
of this district." 

(To be continued.) ' 
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.. if November, 1837, Mf- l-Y®" “i 
..aied, and the doors closed, bolted, and bal 
The House having giatified his wishes, 
iitly transferred stock, possessed tp kU father 

' SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

PvRI.tAMENTARY PrOCBEDINOS.——L 

Kinsr's speech. II. Ireland. HI. Places 

in Reversion. -Before we proceed to the 

giving of any account of what has passed in 
the parliament, it seems necessary to s.iy a 
few words relative to the state of the two 
factions, who are engaged in a continnal war 
against each other, the chief object of which 
war being the possession of the places in the 
gift of the crown, and of the great emoln- 
nients, arising from that ppssession.-Du¬ 

ring the recess, the father of Lord How ick 
having died, that lord became i peer, and, 
of course, could no longer remain in the 
House of Commons, where, after the death 
of Mr. Fox, he had been, what^ is called the 
“ leader of the opposition.” Another 
leader” was, therefore, to be selected, as 
Some thought; but, it would seem, that the 
post, like tliat of Earl Marshall of the King¬ 
dom. is now become hereditary i for, as it 
were of course, Mr. Ponsonby (a name little 
familiar to our ears), who is a brother-in- 
law of Lord Howick, bis lordship having no 
nearer relation in parliament, takes upon 
him, as the newspapers tell us, to perform 
the functions, lately performed by his noble 
relation. It is he who now asks (lucstions 
of “ his Majesty’s ministersit is he who 
is now called *' the honourable gentleman 
opposite j” it is he who now nods yes, or 
shakes no, while the ministers are speaking} 
it ift he, under whom arrange themselves, 
jiving their votes as he gives his, numbers of 
men, whom, for reasons too evident to men¬ 
tion, I will not attempt to describe.-^I'his 

jTjhange of leader is not, however, any disad¬ 
vantage to the out-faction. It would, in-' 
"deed, have been hard if they had experienced 
disadvantage from any change, considering 
who was their leader before. But, some¬ 
how or other, there does appear to be a sort^ 
of shame attached to this transfer from the 
lide leader to the present one. There are 
some of those good pliant souls, commonly 
called country gentlemen, wiio shrug up 
their shoulders at it. In fact, some, to my 
certain knowledge, do really doubt, whether 


the House of Representatives, ITiat he wished the 
rred, as he had some highly itniwrtant matters to <»m- 
hc observed, that Mr. Erskine, the British Minister, 
to a large amount in the American Fands, 
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subjection to George Rose be not just a* 
reasonable and as honourable as subjection 
(o Mr. Ponsonby} and, as to the people, 
they are no longer to be persuaded, that they 
have any, even the smallest interest in sucli 
matters. They care not, which faction is 
out: they have seen both in, and, as to 
places and pensions, they have seen no dific 
ference in their conduct. I'he outs may, 
therefore, bawl to the people to come and 
take part with them; but. no aid will they 
ever receive from that qu.srter. Our an¬ 
swer to them always will be; it was you 
who made war for Hanover} if was you who 
told us that Hanover ought to be as dear to 
us as Hampshire; it was you, who, in yonr 
first act, enabled lord Grenville to hold two 
offices, incompatible with each other; ir 
was you who made the I.,ord Cliitf Justice a 
member of the cabinet; it was you wlio 
brought in a bill to augment the number of 
Hanoverian troops in this kingdom; it was 
yon who proposed to subject our private 
cellars and brewbouses to the siTrvey of ex¬ 
cisemen ; it was you, who, after ten year’s 
execration of the principle of the income 
t.ax, came, and, at n single stroke, almost 
doubled its amount, while, however, you 
took care wholly to exempt from the op'eia- 
tion of that ta.i, the property which, unxler 
whatever name, the king might have in the 
fundsyes, it was you, who, more than any 
other set of politicians, owed your elevation 
to the good opinion of the people, and who, 
the moment you were safely seated in pow¬ 
er, set that opinion at nouglit. and seemed to 
glory in proving, that you.Jijisi. nfWays in¬ 
tended to dupe the people, and that, in jioint 
of insincerity, you scorned to yield to any set 
of courtiers that ever existed.—--The oal 
faction bad, during the recess, gained no¬ 
thing at all in any way, but they bad lost by 
events, giving rise to questions, upon which 
they would* naturally be divided. The in 
faction had gained in the same proportion ; 
.nud, it was expected by every body,, that 
there would be many deserters from (he for¬ 
mer ; an ex];>ectatiou, which, iin a few days, 
we shill see verified.——The ubb^a upo» 
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the Kinig’s speech was, as far as appears from 
the report of it, iii the newspapers, as dull 
an one as was ever heard. I'here was not a 
siirgle argument made use of, which had not 
before, b^n, over and over again, m ide use 
of in tne newspapers j and, it is a little hard 
upon*«a"to be obliged to purchase now, in 
the form of parliamentary speeches, what 
we have before purchaseil, in the form of 
editorial paragraphs. I’here has been no 
effect whatever produced upon the public 
mind by this debate. Men think now, jnst 
as they thought before. The question, with 
respect to Copenhagen, docs not turn at all 
upon the nature of any papers that can be 
produced. 'I'his is the shape in which it 
presents itself:' Xapoleon hacl conquered the 
continent ot Europe, and, after the peace of 
Tilsit, was it credible, that the fleet and arse¬ 
nals of Denmark would pot have been made 
use of for the purpose of injuring Phiglanrl i 
** What will Napoleon do next,” was the 
question which men put to one another. The 
answer was. " Why, he will bring out the 
“ Russian and Danish fleets against us, to be 
sure.” Was not this the universal opi¬ 
nion ? As far as my observation went it 
was. I believe it was the opinion of the 
whole nation j and, if it was so, how were 
the ministers to act otherwise than in the 
manner in wliich they did :icf, they enter¬ 
taining this opinion, in common with others } 

I, therefore, want no papers; 1 want no in¬ 
formation ; the exposure of no secret intelli¬ 
gence; and the ministers have greatly weak¬ 
ened their caase by making their justdica- 
tiou rest, even in the smallest degree, upon 
any thing other than the notoriety of the 

circumstances, under which they acted.- 

My lord Grenville is said to have dwelt 
much upon the necessity of showing the 
world, that parliament is not actuated by the 
vulgar design of “ fighting Buouapartu with 
his own weaponsthat is, of giving up 
the unequal conflict, says he, “ of justice 
against injustice, and betaking ourselves 
*' to injustice as well as he.” But, this is 
not Ww are not proposing to 

betake ourselves to " injusticefor, 'when 
our enemy has set all that has been called 
law at defiance} when, from whatever cause J, 
proceeding, tlie neutral nations have been i 
compelled to act iu such a manner as to fa¬ 
vour his cause as effectually as if engaged in 
open war upon his side, it is not irfjustice in 
ns to do all that lies in our power to prevent 
them from continuing so to act. If a gang 
of ruffians, having a design to rob your house 
and murder you, enter firSt into your stable 
chambcirs, and, under the infli en:e of ter¬ 
ror, prevail upon your grooms to show them 


the w^y and to assist in the enterpriiSe, jron, 
ill defence of your property and lifCi are 
fully justified in killing your grooms, though 
you may possess the certain knowledge* 
that they act under the influence of fear. 

“ Yes,” say the out faction, but, we (^d 
not, in this case, stop until the Danes be- 
“ gaii to act.” No: nor did we kill the 
Danes, in the first instance. We saw, that 
they would be compelled to act against us j 
we .s.iw that they had not the power to resist 
tlic united commands of Russia |aiid France, 
or rather, the commands of France conveyed 
through Russia, and, under those circum¬ 
stances, w’e doniandod a security, that those 
commands should not operate to our injury. 
We inediiated no harm to Denmark. We 
proposed to do it no harm. We only want¬ 
ed to be quite secuic against the great harm 
that it might do us; and, when people talk 
about the infamy of submitting to this de¬ 
mand of security, made by us, they seem to 
think, that there wcvild have been no infamy 
at all in submitling to the commands of 
France and i.of Russia. It is very well to 
talk about “ independent n.atiotis,” and iho 
“ perfect equality” that exists between 
them, thereon grounding the f|nesticn, 

“ how should /re li.ivc rdishexl a propo.si- 
“ tion, such as th.nt wdiicli was made by us 
“ to Denmatk?” Rut, docs not the history 
of the world prove, that this sort of C(|ualily 
has no existence, except in the imagination ? 
T’liat little nations nnist lie made instruments 
in the hands of gnat nations; and that, du¬ 
ring the concussions of extended w'arfare, it 
is impossible for them to be independent ? 
The well-known w'eakness of Denmark 
would have been an apology fl'r her yielding 
to our proposition; but, there is iiolhing 
that the mind of man could invent, that 
would be an apology for our yielding, to a 
similar proposition, made by any power. It 
is no disgrace for a boy of ten years of ag^ 
to gis'c up, without resistance, to a man of 
thirty; but, there may be gre*t disgrace in 
the man of thirty giving up, without resist¬ 
ance, to any man whatever. Taking, there¬ 
fore, -rll the circumstances into view, I can* 
ndt help thinking, that the Prince Royal of.^ 
Denmark was actuated, in his rejection^ of 
our propositions, by motives very different 
indeed from those, which the enenaies of the 
expedition have attributed to him; and that, 
in fact, all his invectives against ua are to be 
ascribed to a desire of ingratiating himself 
with the Emperor Napoleon. He did not, 
probably, see with satisfaction the time ap¬ 
proaching, when he sliould be compelled to 
aid in the destruction of England.,; but, it is* 
not less probable, that he might choose to 
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aid in that dsstrurlion, rather than to forego 
the advantages of coni inning in possession of 
his fleet and trade,-—-TJiere is, however, a 
ilargei view, in which this question presents 
itself. If there be two great powers and 
many little powers, in any p.irt ol^tlio world j 
and, if one of the great powers, .serting at 
nought ail the rules, by whi'di n itioiis h.ivc 
hitherto suffered their warlihe opciMtiori'i to be 
circumscribed, compels all t'le little powers 
within its reach lo join it in its endeavours 
to destroy it; rival, llu-other great power is 
fully justified in resorting to similar means ; 
for, if this be denied, then, the power 
which will set the rule at defiance, is sure, 
in the end, to conquer all j so that, (he 
question, is, shall all be conquered by one 
of the great powers, or shall this part of the 
world be divided between them ? I am for 
the latter. In this view of the matter, 
therefore, it signifies not what was the 
disposition of Deiiuiark, or what was the 
extent of her ability to injure us. The only 
question to be asked is this i^has the ex¬ 
pedition to Copenh.'igcn put us i;i c state the 
better to defend our ;elves against tluteneriy^ 
who is, and long has been, engaged in the 
work of conquering all Europe ? There are 
persons, who will answer thi.s question in 
the negative; and who talk aliout‘‘ rotten 
hulks’’ and “ perisliing stores ”; but, rotten 
as they are, they are as well liere as at 
Copenhagen, whence 1 think no one will 
deny, that thev would soon have been 
gotten out under the etfecl of a French 
decree. In short, llie exncdiiio.i again.st 
Copenhagen it to be t'-ied n/ no settled rules 
relating to llu' lymetices of nations: the 
circumstances, u'uier winch d vscis resolved 
on, were entire'!, -• with.Mit ex.nnple : and i 
our ju.if'fic.tiion ’."'sIs solo'v np.m tlie sei,;ure | 
of tlm fleet being necessary (o our saf; ty. j 
It is my opinion, that this and siiniLr 
,»measures, or, at least,, m'*asnics in a 
siniiLu spirit, were an .1 .ate necessary 
to our safety ; and, therefore, though I 
lament the becLSsiiy, 1 .aniirove of the 

measures.-Upon tlie subject of peace. 

Lord Grenville is reported to have expressed 
his regret, that (he ministers insisted iiphn 
a Jiasts to be laid down by the proposed 
mediator j and that, he saw no oiijection 
to a nietliator not being him.solf independent. 
His lordship disapproved of petitions tpr 
peace ; but, could not help feeling anxiety 
at the number and sirengtli of oar foes, 
expecially when he feared that America 
would soon bo added to them, I'o the 
expressing of which anxiety I have only 
this one objection, namely, that it was 
perfectly useless; and could ans’iner no 


f purpose but that of prwlucing, in a greater 
degree, the very effect which his lordShip 
apprehended from the petitions. I do not 
view the question of peace in the sam# 
light with his lordship. I do not .thkik, 
that the increased number and strength of 
our enemies adds at all to our danger; 
because it is strength which cannot b* 
brought to operate against us. While we 
had run-away allies upon the continent, 
oiir ' '.nger was, in my opinion, much 
gre.ater tlian it now is; and, be our danger 
what it may, to overcome it, or to be 
ccnciuefed, is our only choice. This is the 
notion, which appears to me to be the 
most useful to inculcate at this. time. To 
talk about forms of treating; to amuse us 
with a display of terms from the dictionary 
of the portfolio, is not only useless but 
mi.schicvous. It must, I think, be evident, 
that England has yet to maint,aln a long and 
arduous contest, before she cap have a 
chance of obtaining a secure peace ; and, 
if tlint be the case, our only study ought 
to be, how we shall maintain that contest. 
This is the question, about which the 
enemy should see us disputing ; but, if he 
turn liis eyes this way, he will see us 
engaged in nothing but little squabbles about 
who shall have the most of the money that 
is annually raised upon the public. There 
is a great talk, indeed, about a crisis; " 
wo are told, that we are “ in the crisis of 
our fate j ” but, we have been told this 
any time these fifteen yea 1 -.s la.st past; 
therefore, it appears to me to be quite 

ascless to talk about a cri.sis .any longer-- 

With respect to Portugal, or, ratlier, t'le 
Ilrfizils, J/ird Grenville was very right. 
He said ho could not see any new opening 
that lii.‘ emigrat’.on jvould make for cur 
conaniejce. " As to any commcicial or 
jn^itical advantages to this country, .said 
•' J).;, to he derived fiom tlie emigration t) 
the fl.Mzili., 1 cannot consent to delude 
" aiy CO iiitrymen by holding out such aa 
'' idea.” The Morning Chronieie must have 
been somewhat disappoi.ql'tA- at this, after- 
having so boldly asserted, that the Brazils 
w'are able to supply our West-India 
“ colonics with lumber and provisions.” 

I do not think, that there was much nfe- 
cessity for his lordship's saying what be did 
say, upon this subject, for, I believe, the 
public have been, for some time, sa¬ 
tisfied, that no adsomt-ige whatever 
will arise to this kingdom from the emigra¬ 
tion in question; while, on the contrary, it 
w'ill produce a heavy aad constant ^ain of 
men and money.—The whole of the de¬ 
bate was, as was before observed, very onln- 
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teresting, a]] the points having been to am¬ 
ply discussed beforehand', in the newspapers. 
There was one interesting circumstance, 
however, and that was, that Mr. Ponsonby, 
the ne'Jv *' leader of the opposition,” was an- 
sweredj and most triumphantly too, hy Mr. 
Milhef, a new orator, anti a very young man. 
At tliis, if we may believe the rejjorters, Mr. 
AVhitbread took lire, a lire, however, more 
ardent than brilliant. Of the article, or pa¬ 
ragraph, or whatever else one may call the 
thing, which has been published under the 
title of his speech, we may, indeed, say as 
Lord Thnrlow said of the pleading of the 
sessions lawyers, that it was like a tailor’s 

g lose, hot and heavy.-An amendment to 

the address was proposed in the Honsc of 
Lords, and eight peers, amongst whom w'as 
Lord Erskine, entered a protest but, no di> 
vision took place in either House j and, it 
is pretty certain, that, if a division bad been 
called lor, the ministers would have had a 
majority of three, if not of four, to one. The 
jact is, that the opposition, as it is called, has 
fallen into general disrepute n.s a political 
paity. Tlie people have no contidcncc in 
it. They feel not at all interested in any of 
its proctfdings. There exists no hope or 
cvr.i oi.uion from the efforts of an opposition 
r.dw. That party feeling, which used, some 
years ago, to extend itself through the peo¬ 
ple, was nearly extinguished in a few months 
after Mr. Fox came into office, and that part 
of it which remained ^luring his life, went 
out, like thcksnuff of a candle, at his death. 
The party feeling that now exists is confined 
to the mere retainers of those who are strug¬ 
gling for place. In short, party, such as it 
used to be, is no more; the people are no 
longer its dupes. Speaking of them in ge¬ 
neral,, they see the matter in its true light. 
Two sets of men opposed to each other only 
■while they are upon the boards of the IJousc, 
the opposition being absolutely necessary to 
those great ends, which it would be waste of 
time for me to attempt to describe.——For 
these reasons, we shall, 1 think, have a very 
tininteresting se^ion of parliament. The 
iviorning ChroRTCle would fain have per- 
anaded us, that the public looked forward to 
the meeting with t^t anxiety, which is al- j 
ways felt by men, who are waiting to know *“ 
their fate. The public looked forward to it 
not at all. There was no public anxiety 
about it. The public well knew.tthat what 
the ministry had done, and what tb6y would 
do, the parliament would sanction and, 
that, of course, the same measures would be 
adopted, whether th^ parliament met or not. 1 
Where, thci), was there any reawh ^ anx¬ 
iety about the meeting of parllanSSnt?——II, 
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Mr. Sheridan, on tbe^Stb instant, gave no¬ 
tice, that, on Monday sen’nigfat, he should 
make a motion for the appointment of a 
committee *' to inquire into the nature and 
’* grounds of the existing grievances in Ire- 
land.*’. 'What it may be Mr. Sheridan's 
intention to eSTect by this motion, 1 know 
not; but, I am satisfied, that .something 
ougiit to be done for Ireland. Yet, it is to 
deceive ourselves most grossly to suppose, 
that Ireland, that a country of miserable peo¬ 
ple, i.s to be quieted and made happy by an 
act of parliament, enabling about thirty or 
forty of the rich Roman Catholics to hold 
office.4 under the crown. Besides, with what 
face can the out faction bring forward this 
proposition now, when it is well known, 
that, in the hope of keeping their places, 
they withdrew it, during the short parlia¬ 
ment ? If it was proper tc be adopted, why 
withdraw it then ? And, if not proper to be 
adopted, why propo.se it now ? Why, if not 
purely for the purpose of embarrassing the 
ministers? I do not say, observe, that it 
ought not ,tb be proposed, and adopted, 
though I have very little faith in its efficacy; 
but, 1 do insist, that for the out faction to 
bring it, or any thing like it, forward now, 
when w'e know, that, at the mere suggestion 
of the king, they suppressed it, even after it 
came before parliament, when they (hem- 
.selves were in power, would be a proceed¬ 
ing as scandalously factious as any that ever 
was heard of. If they had remained in of¬ 
fice ; if the king had not turned them out; 
these measures about Ireland would no more 
have been thought of by them, except as to 
the means of preventing them from being 
brought forward; they had been completelj 
hushed by the royal command; but now 
they are working up and fomenting and in- 
Baming, in every direction. The language 
of their principal publication, the Edinburgh 
Review, as it is still called, is that of a down¬ 
right incendiary; 'it is addressed to the pas¬ 
sions of the roost blind and violent of the 
Irish; and, this is the conduct of men, who ** 
while in office, were ready, at the nod of 
the king, to postpone, for an indefinite term, 
exen the first iittle thing that th«^ bad pro- 
posed in favour of Ireland!—III. On the 
25th instant, Mr. BankOs moved for leavtfto 
bring in a bill to prevent, in futnrti the 
grant of Places in Reversion, or survivor¬ 
ship. This hitt, it will be recollected, | pass¬ 
ed the House of Commons last year, and was 
thrown out by the Lords. The motion was 
opposed by Mr. William Dundas, who de¬ 
nied, that reversions were, in general, grant¬ 
ed to unworthy persons, and who was an- . 
swerpd by Mr. Wh Abre^, iiija short speech. 
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worth the peixisal of every man in the 
country. He said, it was but grateful in 
that right hon. gentleman, as he had been 
“ considerably indebted to reversions him- 
** self, and if he (Mr. W.) was not mista- 
" ken, was now in expectancy of one ; the 
zeal of the right hon. gentleman against 
“ this mode of reform, might, therefore, be 
“ easily accounted for. The right hon. 

^gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
" quer, had been an infant when he got fhi 
grant of a place in reversion, now held by 
his noble relative, lord Arden, who had 
obtained it in the same way; there weie 
many other instances in that bouse, and 
surely this called for legislative interfe* 
rence The jwst granted in reversion to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was a 
most lucrative one, but yet required no 
“ other talent to dll it, than that of know- 
ing how to count (he money it produced 

** so gratuitously.-It is good to hear 

them talk thus of one ahothcr. The facts 
are pretty notorious; but, still, Siheir repeat, 
ing of them is useful.-Sir J'otan New¬ 

port stated, that a reform in the custom¬ 
house department of Ireland had long been 
wanted ; but, that it had not yet been effect¬ 
ed, and could not, because a reversionary 
grant of a place stood in the way.——There 
was a Mr. Horner, who followed Sir John 
Newport, and who, after some preliminary 
matter, said that " he thought this measure 
“ the more valuable, because it was a mea- 
sure of reform, and that, perhaps, was the 
very'reason of the honourable gentleman's 
“ opposition to it." I was much pleased to 
hear this from a good plain man, who evi¬ 
dently was not born to delude the world by 
his eloquence, and who, doubtless, reconi* 
mended himself to his constituents by the 
known indtmendence of his situation and 
character. It well became such a man to 
(tend forward, upon an occasion like this, 
and gravely esmuse those principles of 
reform," whicn, in the w'ay of justifyiog 
their patrons of the late ministry, that 
knot of little shoe-less Scotch hirelings, 
the Edinburgh Reviewers, have held up 
to contempt and ridicule. How must 
it ^ock a man of such apparent sin- 
gb-heartedness, as Mr. Homer to find, up¬ 
on his arrival in London, that there are men, 
who absolutely sell the use of their pens and 
their fingers and their brains, and receive, 
as the price, such or such a sum of the pub¬ 
lic money, in such or such a shape, and 
who have, all the while, the unconscionable 
impudence to call themselves patriots. How 
must it offend his plain good sense to hear, < 
t)Mt the late nuniitry, whose partizaus cx-1 
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tolled them for the possession of great tn** 
Jents, and .some uf whom did posses.? great 
talents; to hear, that many of the m'-mbers 
of that ministry had, as to practical pur- 
po-’cs, no more power than their chaftiber- 
maids, the real movers being a ket*. ? ui- 
terested advf'iUiirers, well skilled in .iit 
of di.spuiation, industrious tion’ 
and by nature flatterers of llv'•.,!(*..( li'ow 
it must have disgusted -sttrli a ov!, he.;:'}, 
frank Ilian as Air. Hornei apiu. to'v. lo 
.see a denghy, stJtiden faced, kiit;-I’it:uli..l 
“ great mau" surrounded with a if 

these political paiisites, leagued togei'i^i to 
flatter him out of their furo, and to lai.^h 
at him behind his back. But, what muse 
hive most provoked such a man as Mr. 
Ji.jn w;‘.s. to find, that these literaty 
i '-H',:. ill ’ ..! '.‘.r begun to eat up the 
fruits of the i-*. '; !■: • 1 1 '. ; that they had, 

through the means ot their s.iily pntreos, 
begun to creep into offices and sinecures, 
and that, in some cases, ii u^.peared impos-' 
sibleto get them out, without totally d^ 
stcoying the places into which they baa 
crept, and, witli those places, to destroy no 
inconsiderable part of the building, whicti 
all men would wish to see remain untouched. 
Such a good, honest-hearted, simple-mind¬ 
ed man as Mr, Horner appears to be must 
have been so shocked at all this as to make, 
him almost repent of having, though only 
for a few months, quitted those paternal 
estates, which he, doubtless, ^loSsesses in 
some part of the country, where his ab¬ 
sence must be severely felt.’ - — With respect 
to the bill itself, I greatly approve of the 
principles of it, though I cannot see any 
great good that it would produce, unlesa 
accompanied with a restriction' as to the 
granting of new places and pensions for 
life: for, we may be assured, that, if the 
reversfon source be cut olL lai^r drau^ts 
will be made upon that of pensions. Be* 
sides, I am not quite satisfied, as to the 
motive of the late ministers, in proposing 
this measure ; and, to say the truth, 1 am 
of opinion, that, as far a»' Uiey are con¬ 
cerned, the main object is, to prevent the 
present king from granting away what 
^ught to fall into the hands of his 
successor'; to which successor they now look 
as their only, though distant hope. Tbia 
.circumstaqpe should be borne in mind, wi^ea 
we are estimating the '' public spirit,” at¬ 
tributed to the proposing of. the measure in 
questioQ. 1 dislike the measure, too, be¬ 
cause it will deceive some peojde, by leading 
them to believe that reforms in the expendi¬ 
ture are hereby begun; for, it must be evident 
to every on^, at aU acquainted with the mai- 
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ter, that no such reforms are, by either party, 
intended, or wished for. 

American States,— —An act which 
shall bo inserted in the nest .sheet, has been 
passec^by the Congress, byi;’,;/ an embargo 
upon^iU Anierican shipping, in their own 
ports, with a view, as they pretend, of ma¬ 
king all the belligerent nations feel the ef¬ 
fects of the measures which those nations 
havej repectively, adopted with respect to 
the American commerce. “ We can no 
’ ** longer sail the sea in safety,” say they, 
** let us, therefore, sliut up our ports, lay 
** up our ships, and thus punish the tyrants 
** for their injustice towards us.” This 
Ihoguage differs somewhat from what we 
heard about six weeks ago. Instead of in¬ 
vading Nora Scotia and Jamaica, the heroes 
of the Atlantic draw themselves into their 
shell, and wait with patience for the effect 
of the privations, which they fancy them¬ 
selves in, a state to inflict. The embargo, 
laid, during last war, lasted only about six 
weeks, at the end of which time the whole 
country was nearly in a state of commotion. 
While it lasts now, there can be no revenue, 
except from the cargoes, on board of shijjs 
which have not 3'ct arrived; and, I must 
beg the reader to bear in mind, that tlierc 
are no internal taxes, no taxes exr,cpt those 
collected at the cnstom-liouse upon 
goodsj for, twenty tliousand ponnd.s aye.Vr, 
which is about the Sum collected from in¬ 
ternal resources, is, in«f.ict. nothing at all. 
The Congress think, however, that thi.s 
njeasure will have an effect upon u.s; but, I 
am decidedly of opinion, that even our West 
India colonie.s are able to hold onl a year, 
and more, without any supplies from the 
American Statc.s; and, I am tjuite sure, 
that they cannot keep^in their ships for three 
months. 1 should suppo.so, that the passing 
of this embargo jaw has, at or.cv, added 
a third, at least, t.i tlie price of all Euro- 
pean goods and all A/cst India produce, and 
tbiS,^too, obscive, ai a time whetx taxes, 
if ^raised at ail, must bo lahl upon internal 
objects. What ijjusl he the con.'cquence of 
a long continuation of thi.s embargo any one, 
may easily gues.s. Yet, an embargo wa.s 
the only means of preventing the loss of all 
their shipping, unless, indeed, they had 
chosen to do what reason and justice dic¬ 
tated, namely, todeniaiul a rescinding of the 
French decrees, and, it refused, to join us 
Ml the war against France. This their ram- 
cour against us prevented them from doing; 
an4» ot course, they adopted the measure 
of an embargo.!—The.se modern Dutch 
have,^ at last, fallen a victim to their own 
greediness and envy. They took delight in 


seeing war desolate Europe; and they vainly 
hoped to continue to profit from the miseries, 
of ail other nations. It was owing to them, 
that the wars in St. Domingo were so long 
and so bloody. They carried provisions to 
both panics. They supplied both with powder, 
ball, and all the means of mutual destruc¬ 
tion. While some of them hired their 
vessels, at an enormous price, to carry off 
the fugitive masters and mi»tres.->es, others 
got possession of their plate and jewels, 
llirough the means of a jew-like commerce 
with the revolted slaves. There was not a 
town or .settlement destroyed, in the. pillage 
of which they did not share. From Cape 
Francois they carried off the ornaments of 
the magnificent church, wljich was there 
burnt to the ground; and, I remember 
seeing, at Wilmington, in the State of 
Delaware, the marble slabs, r}«it were taken 
up from before the altar piece. The vulgar 
wives of the unfeeling villains, who com¬ 
manded their ships* were seen swaggering 
about, in thj years 17y2, rt, and 4, with 
the rings a^ivj snuff-boxes and ear-bobs and 
bracelets of the once-opulent inhabitants of 
the ('ape, who not unfreqiiently recognized 
tlieir valuables upon the persons of the new 
possess(n-.s. A whole cask'^t was sometimes 
ohtaintd from the negroes in exchange for 
a b.i!vel ol fl.dir. Men, not worth a dollar, 
were, by me«us like thi'-,t;, suddenly elevated 
to griMt wealth, and iiow 1 iiiu no in- 
considora’olc part of the great men of 
that virtuou-s lonuhlican country. Thi.s 
line ot conduct has, at last produced 
the eftlcts which wo lunv see, and 1 am not 
at all (lispo.sod to lament their < xistence.—-—. 
In (lie debate upon the King’s speech, the 

K.ir! of (ialloway said:-My I^ords, I 

wi^h ii was po.ssible to animadvert with 
“ vri-i fact Ion upon the conduct of tb<i Uni- 
“ tsd Slates of America; local knowledge, 
" obtained by itie at the early periods of 
*' the Frenth revolution, enables me toform 
" a'Very derided opinion with respect tQ 
" that country, and I am sorry to say, my* 
Lords, I cannot form & flattering one. X 
" am, however, happy to learn, by the te- 
'••nor of.rhe speech, that it is not theInten- 
“ tion of his Majesty’s governnadnt to 090- 
cede one point more to that illiberal and 
prejudiced pcojile. My Lords, we must- 
make a stand somewhere; and wherp 
" can we do it better than in defence of our 
“ seamen and our trade, which they one- 
" quivocally demand.. If America ptefers 
" French alliance to British connection, it is 
*' not in your Lordships’ power to coiitrool 
“ her choice, nor can you prevent that war, ' 
a^icb I do not with to see take place, bfit; 
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^ wbicb> if it does take place, my Lords, I perceive, just publisbed, in a pampbte^ 
am confident if parsued by ns with judg- that worthy feUow-la^nrer, Mr. Sd 0 ia 
ment, and reference to the American cha* Perry of the Morning Chronic^. . Tfefe 
racter iind situation, no man need fear. " monirft” w-as, indeed, transferred idife 
"With respect to the affair of the Chesa- American hands; but, as ] have befijre db- 
.peak frigate, my Lords, as a naval officer, sewed, it jvould not, previous to the'epnbar*' 

I may be permitted to be a little preju- go, have been an easy matter to transmit it' 
diced, and to hold an opinion in some to England. Now, it will be impossible^ > 
small degree, differing, perhaps, from his until, at least, the embargo be removed, and 
Majesty s government It is not, how- then the monish will not be worth above ten 
ever, my intention to dispute the accura- sh<llii>,rs in the pound. This is a striking in- 
cy of the proclamation lately issued j nor stance of the imperfection of human fore* * 
the principle of respect w'hich is due to sight, though possessed in the highest known 
national ships of war, as applicable to the degree. One would have thought, now, 
governments and nations of Eurspe: but that this monish, lodged in a country, so dis- 
as merited by America, if all the detail of tant from the seat of war, so free from aQ the 
that transaction was before your Lord- dangers of iinasion and of'public bankrupt- 
ships, 1 am* inclined to think you your- cy, and watched over, withal, by a relation 
selves would question. However, iiiy so near and dear to the proprietor and St> 
Lords, while the American navy is con- well situated for the obtainingof that intelli- 
fined to a few frigates, the compensation gence that would enable him to prevent the 
that has been made may not be of mate- effects of every untoward event; one would 
rial import; how far i{, may aftcct us here- have thought, that monish thus situated waa 
after, time only can shew.”——^lliese beyond the reach of chance. But, alas f 
ittntiments are worthy of an fijiglish naval there arise, all of a sudden, event after events 

(micer. Lord Galloway knows the Ameri- that render its situation as perilous as that ot' 

cans, and, of any one who does know them, a purse, hung out upon a tree by the bigh- 

I am never afraid of the opinion.-The way side. It is very singular, too, and 

embargo is not, perhaps, strictly speaking, must naturally be somewhat provoking, 
an act of hostility; yet, when it is evident, j that while the fund-monish in America is ' 
that it has been determined on only as adect- become of such deprcci'ated value, tire 

ing us, or only in con.scquence of measures i v^iue of the funds, in England, not only 
by us adopted, we should have a right to i holds its own, but is actually increasing, 
coasidcr it as an act of hostility. That, | The pension, howsver, of four thousand 
however, w'ould not be wise, lire embargo good pounds a year, which the*noble Baron 
will not, for a longtime, do us any harm; Erskine is to receive for life, out of the 
and, in the meanwhile, France, Spain, and taxes in. England, the Americans cannot, 
their colonies, not forgetting Portugal under touch. That, and also the pension for life,' 
its new masters, will sutler most severely, which the Baron’s worthy son will, doubt- 
The quantity of American produce, carried less, receive out of the taxes, when he 
into Spain and Portugal, W.1.S immense : Pro- comes home, are safe ui spite of all embar- 
vlsions of all sorts, the want of which will goes, Mr, Lyon cannot Uy his merciless 
produce terrible effects. Nor will the want fingeBS"upon them. They, as Mr. Fox said, 

ejif coffee and sugar be lightly felt, in France, are as sacred as house and land,-It is'^ 

iye all know how considerable a part of the rather singular, that Mr. Perry of the 
comforts of the people consist in the use of Morning Chronicle, who has said so much 
these commodities, JVe have them still, in about American affitirs, should never hav^ 
the usual abundance, and, in one way or said a word, even by way of parentbbsi^, 

. other, we prevent the rest of ilurope from about Baron Erskine’s monish. ITie tetters, 
haying them. This is real dominion of the of A. B. which I am positively-assured wefe 
sea. If this state of things continue for a written by a nobleman, or, at least, by a pbf- 
year .qr two, which it may without any in- son having a title, suggested numerous evils^ 
jury to US', the merchant ships of all other that must arise from 'a war with America j 
nations will be rotten, and the whole world but that of , a stoppage of fund-moni^ 
will acknowledge, that we have a maritime appears nfiver to have occurred to him. Dot 

dominion in reality as well as in name.- he forget it ? Hardly. But, he thought per- 

In one respect, however, the engbargo, in haps, ihat it was something beneath liis con- 
America, will, in all human probability, be sideration. The " maniac," however, did not 

productive of serious consequences: I mean omit to mention if,-^I'here is, at present, 

•■with respect to the,'*' monish" of our late little more to be said about'the 
^rd High Chancellor, whose protest is, I j Like a snail, they have drawn tliemselve» 
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witblaib«ir »beU} and, at it will not be 
woctti dion^iie to attempt to qruib them, 
wpl piu^ cN}t tjbrir heads by and 
bjA- •oA will .have all the arrogance that 
they formerly discovered. Their intention 
may. Iipweyer, Ik to get in all their ships, 
and theo to sendl out privateers. We must, 
tberefo!^ be upon our guard. It will not 
he amiss to give our commander, upon the 
]Hp1^fax station, orders to place a ship, of 
some sort, near tlie mouth of each of thdr 
principal rivers, with an order strictly to 
pearch every ship that is bound inwards, iiud 
to proclaim, that, if any bne chooses to go 
out, bpupd to any part of the English do¬ 
minions, she iball have free and safe pas- 
page. ]But, great care should be taken not 
to let any ship go off for the dominions of 
the ctieipy.-—^is is all, which, at pre¬ 
sent, it IS necessary for us to do, except, 
perhaps, the issuing of a declaration, on the 
part of king, omring the Americaus ad¬ 
vantageous terms of trade with us, during 
the war, provided they will have nothing to 
do with our enemies.——The present ap- 

S sars to be an excellent time for crashing 
e French faction in America. The election, 
which will come on soon, .in consequence 
of Mr. Jefferson's notification of not stand¬ 
ing another contest, will divide the people, 
upon the question of war, or no war 
and, if the " no war" party prevail, the 
French Action is put down tor many years 
to come. 

India Hemp.—I t is stated, in the news¬ 
papers, that the ministers have entered into 
a contract with the East India Company 
to supply our dock-yards with hemp- I'his 
contract it is morally impossible for them 
to fulfil ; but, 1 greatly fear, that it will be 
made the ground of a terrible demand upon 
the taxes of England. > The affairs of that 
company are in a state that can no^ lon¬ 
ger be disguised, lliey mast come again 
to parliament for money. The uqrea- 
sonablenes, the injustice of this, will 
be evident to every man; but, the hemp 
aigoment will be made all-poweifuJ. We 
shall be told, that we cannot have hemp 
withoQt supporting the Company; and, 
that*, without hemp, our navy cannot be 
supported. The hemp ought to be growp 
here, |a Rngland, where we have plenty of 
lapd and plenty of bands. To be dependent 
iipoo' fnota would be worse than to be 
d p indent upon Russia. In short, this 
betnp contract, if the fepqrt'be true, will 
piove a most ahurining evil, 

* 'RoETpovESB E^icBATiOK.—Already, we 
are told^ bun'dfed thousand pounds, 

opt pf the ta^e; of England, has ilbeo 


Bmpi^Portugiuse Emigration, f^c. 

sent ofif, in specie, to the Bmgils, to amili 
her most faithful majesty. Hiis is mily m 
iittle beginning. We shall have to pay. 
half a million a year for this emigration, 
in one way or another. It will be a con* 
tioual drain upon us. And, thi*, after all, 
is the result of that “ glorious event," wbi^ 
was to produce so much good to England 1 
When will this commercial aud colonising 
rage cease to beggar and enslave us ? 
Never, till the political corruptions, which 
are found to be so conveniently carried on 
through the medium of commercial and 
colonial associations, are, by a radical 
change, banished from the state. 'N\'bea 
that may be, I know not. I lament to say, 
that I do not, at present, perceive the 
elements of such a change ; and I must 
content myself with the hope, that, sonis 
how or other, they will arise out of the 
present disordered state of things. 

Bank of England Patriotism—.A n 
odd association of words, the reader w>il 
say; but, he will 'have seen, in the news¬ 
papers, a Idog statement respecting the 
generous intention of the Bank " to come," 
as it is called, “ to the assistance of the 
" countiy." It was my intention to have 
made some remarks upon the real nature of 
this generous intention; in the letter, 
however, which will be found below, this 
task has been executed in a manner much 
better than I could hope to have executed it. 
I, therefore, point out this letter, as being 
well woi thy of the attention pf the public, 
who ought to keep .a watchful eye upon all 
the transactions between the ministry and 
the Bank, tiansactious in which the dis¬ 
position of millions of money is jnsolved. 
It is curious epough, that both the parties 
the ins qnd the outs, claim the honour of 
this proposed " saving " to the public. 
The tender wiU what sort of a saving it 
is; and, I would fain hope, that there 
will be found some few members of par¬ 
liament, V^o will have the courage to speak 
of the transaction in aopropriate terms, 
Westminster, T^tti January, ISpg. 


t bank of BIfG|.AND FATEIOTISM. 

SixAs jou have not hitherto noti¬ 
ced the second Report from the commit!^ 
on Public Ei^ppndituie relating to the Bank 
of England,' I beg leavp to ijend you p few 
observatiqns qn tbp fiact^ diitcl^d ip that 
papp'r, piffipult as it (s tp folloqr pay branch 
of the public account! pf «t^ia country 
through the epdiess pfass of ihtpnRed intri¬ 
cacy and e^^panded cpnfiuiqh, in which 
th^ are involved, it |a still morpdi&cult an 
tq manage t|i«p iq arguipgpt^ 

‘ s\ 
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hope of tiiidir infMtiiw theattetitiQii of 
tke { oor ^xald I have nuido tlie 
attempt in this initanee, but. from a tho> 
rough conviction, that the Bank of Eng- 
land is not entitled to the character of pa- 
triqtism, which is so often vaunted on its 
behalf; and, that any man who will lend 
his assistance to extort from it even a few 
additional thousands, will, in the present 
state of the country, be rendering a real ser¬ 
vice to the people.—In commenting, how¬ 
ever, ontherej^rt, it will be impossible to 
pass over the conduct of the House of Ck»n- 
moos. If, on the one hand, it should clearly 
appear, that the Bank has been uniformly 
actuated by a sordid love of growing profit, 
it will be not less manifest on the other, 
tliat, although those profits have been con¬ 
tinually pressed on the attention of the 
House of Commons, they have as constant¬ 
ly been passed over with a degree of neglect, 
that, in private life, would approach to cri¬ 
minality.—^You will reflect. Sir, that in 
tlieyear 1802, Mr. H.Tltomton, who two 
years before, as Governor of tltlq Bank, had 
suggested and negotiated with Mr. Pitt the 
renewal of the Bank charter, published a 
work on paper credit, in which there are 
Ithefollowing passages, p. 6 S. The pro¬ 
prietors of the Bank themselves are not 
likely to approve of any dangerous exten¬ 
sion of their own paper •, both they and 
the directors know the importance of 
confining the Bank paper, generally 
** speaking, within its accustomed limits, 
and ranst necessarily be supposed to pre¬ 
fer its credit, and the paper credit of the 
nation, to the comparatively trifling con¬ 
sideration of a small increase in their 
own dividends;” and again, p. 146. 
There can be no doubt that the credit of 


the Bank of England has been at all pe¬ 
riods most anxiously consulted by its di¬ 
rectors, and that present profit has uni¬ 
formly been only the second considera- 
tibn.” I cite these two passages merely 
to prove for the present, how repeatedly a 
patriotic Jiherali^ of sentiment has been 
urged on the part of the Bank in this parti- 
cuhir i ai|d, 1 now beg your attention while 
I proceed to the more important point of 
esfimating their profks.<—The various sour- 
ogs. ftrOHi «rhicb they are stated to arise are 
takths irom the report hmlf, except ^niy 
the aeivet^ aqd eighth itema, which are sdp- 
{died fhon probable conjecture; but, the 
xpporters themselves, with a caution, which 
ei) mch qccasipns usually characterises their 
hove not stated the total pro- 
ssbts amount: according tqn^ycalcu^a- 
‘-' 1 /itifgs.follpyra: 


(ila 

t* Fium the interest on their 
^,Jiitrf lent to government, 
. 4 Bll>ft 86 . 000 at 3 per cent. i£!350,584 
2 , t^omtheman^ementbftibe 


pufdic debt on the 5 th Janu¬ 
ary, 1807. 265,81# 

3. From the allowance for the ■* * 

Austrian loan. 5,68/ 

4. From the annual allowance 

lor the bouse.. 4,OGO 

5. From the allowance on the S. 

Sea purchase. 1,898 


6 . From the allowance on loans, 

and lotteries averaged during 

the last 15 years, at per ann. 20,000 

7 . From the interest on their 

undivided capital stated in 

1797 at £^3,800,000, at 5* , ' 

per cent. 190,000 

8 . From the interest on the float¬ 

ing cash balances of the 
merchants, taken .at 
££*1,000,000, at 5 per cent 50,000 

9 . From the interest on govern¬ 

ment average balances, sta¬ 
ted by the report at 
sSl 1,000,000, at 5 per cent 550,000 

10 . From the interest on their 

notes in circulation on the 
1 st February, I 8 O 7 , 
£^ 16 , 621 , 390 , at 5 per cent 831,069 

Making a total-gross profit of eS2,i6Q,0.'i% 

• " 

Before we dismiss these items, however, 
it will be necessary to make a few remarks 
on them. The first five articles can admit 
of no dispute. The sixth, namely, the 
profits on loans and lotteries, will only em¬ 
brace a ditiereuce of two or three thoiu- 
sands per annum, and tlierefore is not 
disputing. The seventh, of undivided capi¬ 
tal, is obviously similar in all respects, so far 
as regards the question of profit to a t^posir, 
as it can make no difference, so as the capi¬ 
tal is there, whether it be advanced by tlie 
government, by the merchants, or by the 
Bank itself. The eighth and ninth items of 
balances are properly called deposits, and are 
so admitted to be, and the tenth I fear, of, 
the notes themselves, it will hereafter ap¬ 
pear, is not less a deposit account than tW 
other three.—-But, it should not be suppres¬ 
sed, that although the report considers-tha 
balancessand the notes as both productive 
of profit, the' Bank itself does not admit 
that the balances are any further productive 
tlunas they tend to augment the amount of 
notes in circulation. Ine reporters, there¬ 
for^ labour this point, and though it is still 
involved ip sqme little ob$cur%, becfiuse 
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it embraces a knowledge of the manner in 
^nrhicb the bustneaa-of the Bank is conduct* 
ed, and over which the directors have al¬ 
ways studiously thrown a veil, yet sufScient 
is shewn to prove, that the balances most 
4eatefla)ly increase the profits; and it is cer¬ 
tainly possible to shew, what is highly pro¬ 
bable in itself, that they may increase them 
to the full extent of their amount.—-What, 
for instance, should prevent the Bank from 
holding one set of securities, of a nature 
permianentand not negotiable, for the amount 
of their undivided capital and the average 
amount of the balance.s in their hands, and 
anotjber set of a more current nature, for 
]lhe amount of their notes in circulation - 
Mr. Thornton expressly states, that there is 
a fallacy in the use of tlie term deposit, un¬ 
der which head the balances are classed, and 
that it is equally applicable to the amount of 
fhe notes in ciiculation, w'hich lie accor¬ 
dingly calls di.sposeable elT'ects : and why 
•honld Ft not be al.so ajiplicable to the undi¬ 
vided capital ? Or, why should not one de- 
po.sit pay an interest as well as another ? — 
Deducting the amount of bullion, consist¬ 
ing probably of a few prize keg.s of Spani.sh 
dollars, and a little gold for the service of 
government, what should prevent the 
Bank from making an interest of capi¬ 
tal, balances, and notes, in short, of 
all the securities of all kinds which 
they can accumulate, except their own dis¬ 
cretion?—Is it that the,government, or the 
merchants, are so rich tiiat the Baitk can 
never find a borrower when they want one, 
or that the market is so bare of exchequer 
InIIs, that they can never find a seller, if rt<- • 
qUired?—And what possible necessity can 
ever now exist for governraeut pa) ing up 
their advance ?—Even in (he year the 

amount on which the'Bank gained an in¬ 
terest, exetieded the amount of their notes 
in circulation by three fourths. It exceed¬ 
ed, too, the joint amount of notes, and the 
deposit account or balatices; and, if ever 
then, (when they were liable to pay in cash) 
the amount of the advances, on which they 
received an interest fiam government alone, 
exceeded the amount of their notes in circu¬ 
lation by one fourth, what probable limit 
may be affixed to tho.se advances now, when 
they are withheld by the fear of no conse¬ 
quences, but what are of a remote opera¬ 
tion, and in case of unlooked for*evonts, 
are morally sure of a ministerial indemnity. 
■M»Tbe only difficulty in the case seems to 
consist in conceitting how any banker can 
gain an interest on the security deposited 
aud the note circulated at the same time, as 
Ue security is the medium, through which 
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the int^est is gained j but if the reporters 
had found it convenient to stete the pmount 
of the securUies, held by the Bank, on 
which they gain an interest, it would easily 
have appeared, that the amount of those 
securities infinitely exceeded the amount of 
the notes iu circulation, and were no measure 
whatever of those notes, and it is even very 
possible to put a ca.s& to shew how the Bank 
may be gaining a double profit on the same 
sum at the same time.—Suppose, for iif- 
stance, that the cash balances, accumulat¬ 
ing and lying in the exchequer from day to 
day, were actually appropriated to the pay¬ 
ment of the dividends a.s they came in, that 
is to say, tliat no notes should be, in any 
manner, reissued in lieu of those cancelled 
by thecash balaiicos, except in payment of 
ti:e divKKMidsj now, as <lie note.s in circu- 
l.stion would evidently decrease in the same 
proportion in which the cash balances in¬ 
creased, one could scarcely consider those cash 
balances .IS yielding a profit to the Bank; 
but if those cash balances, as they accrued 
from clay to, tlay, should be (as tlicy are) 
exchanged for exchequer bills bearing au 
interest, and at the .same time should fur¬ 
nish (as they might) the means of making 
the usual advances on omnium bearing an 
interest al,s(>, whkh advances would, 1 pre- 
.sume, be only drawn by government from 
day to day as they were wanted, it is clear 
that those cash balances, merely by means 
of an interior arrangement, might furnish 
the Bank with the means of accommodating 
two sets of customers with the same sum at 
the same time, from both of whom they 
might be receiving au interest, and that too, 
without necessarily increa.siiig the amosut 
of notes in circulation, as the advances on 
omnium might not be immediately drawn, 
and of course without diminishing ,their 
power of making advances in other respec^s, 
—•But, Sir, if the evidence of the report 
should fail to shew that the gross profits of 
this establishment very much exceed two 
millions per annum, although it was stated 
by Mr. Pitt on the renewal of the charter 
iu 18(^0, that they would not probably ex¬ 
ceed ffe’dOO.OOO per annum, yet it certainly, 
does not tail to shew the enormous amount 
of those profits. " For some succiassive 
years,” says the report, an anmial^hd 
" tcmporaiy bonus of 5 per cent h^ 

" ddded to the accustomed dividend Of Seven" 
percent;” that is to say, for some Mic*, 
eCssire years the Bank proprietors have 
receiving ] 2 per cent interest for their mq*' 
ney. But why did not the report tcU U8*for* 
how many successive years ? How long' 
was it kfier the renewal of their charter 
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Mr. PitfL i:^ l^OQ, tiiat to (fivide 

these bonuses ? How.loi^ was it after Mr. 
Thornton, the governor, who suggested 
and negociated that renewal, had hublisbed 
hU work on paper credit, dated in 1802<, 
from which, I must troublej'ou with another 
extract; p After stating that the ne> 

cessaiy prohi of a bank must be at least six 
per cent, and gently sliding the argument 
into a supposition that the Bank might have 
gdtnod seven, or eight, or nine, per cent, 
he proceeds thus : “ If the whole profits of 
the Bank liad been lately re.stricled to se¬ 
ven per cent, they would have been h 
mitod to that sum which the Bank pro- 
prieloii had been for some time in the 
habit of j-eceiving.—I'hey would have 
been confined to a sum which wmuld not 
easily have admitted of accumulation. 
By obtaijiing a higher profit the directors 
have secure'' to the proprietors the con- 
tinnjtioir of ilic same, regular dividends, 
and have thus preventc^i that uncertainty 
which would have encouraged gamt'ing 
in bank stock 'I'hey liave also-made, in 
the course of years, an important addi¬ 
tion to tlieir capital, an addition which 
has caused it to maintain nearly an uui- 
fbrm proportion to the growing extent of 
" the transactions of the Bank, and to the 
advancing commerce of the country, an 
addition also by the help of which they 
have lately lent to government three mil- 
*' lions w'i'thnut interest, for a short term of 
years, as the price of the renewal of their 
charter. They liave thus strengthened 
" that security wliich the creditors of the 
" Bank possess, so far as additional capital 
can strengthen it, and they will be able 
hereafter, if it shall seem necessary, to 
invest in gold, in addition to what they 
could otherwise have invested, a much 
larger sum than they could with any pro¬ 
priety, have so invested in time past.” 
Among all these good reasons for making a 
higher profit than seven per cent, not a word, 
not a hint is dropped about the prospect of 
any bonuses, or a future increase of divi¬ 
dends ; but the Bank, it seems, have taken 
sufficient care not to add to their ability of 
investing in gold, (when it shall seem neces-, 
sary, forsooth) by dividing their profits in 
dae time. And will Mr. Thornton say that 
that dividend furnishes no moral impedU 
fnent^to such an investment ? Again, §ir, 
why did not the report notice ffie amc*unt of 
the undivided capital as well as the bonuses ? 
Fadiament-would then have better known 
tlie amount of their profits. I do not re¬ 
member that V Mr. Thornton’s book ever 
epcaitt of thiM capital as greater than it , 


was five y^n before, ytz : in 'the yikt 
1797 , yrhen it was stated at £^,6GO,oa9i 
although Mr. Thornton so early as fhf 
year 1800, saw the propriety of getting' a 
renewal of the charter, 12 years being tl^ 
unexpired. Why, too, did not the repoiib 
notice the commutation of theBankVitH 
government in Hew of stamps, taken jlbe« 
lieve at ,$^30,000 per aonum, when I have 
been credibly informed by a gentleman con¬ 
cerned t it only two out of the 318 Countiy 
Banks 100 now exi.sting in the country, that 
his two concerns alone paid notless than 1300 
per annum for that purpose, a ium equal tq 
a twentieth part of the Bank payment.—-y 
But, it is not the interest alone of the Bao}c 
stock, which should fasten on our attention. 
—That, we are told, is a trifling considera^ 
tion : let us then look to the principal.*—fni 
the month of June 1797 , only ten years ago, 
the stock of the bank was at 115^ and now 
the report states it at 230, a rise in ten years 
of one hundred per cent.—And what greater 
risque I shouid be glad to ask, does the pro* 
prictor of Bank stock run than the proprie¬ 
tor of the three per cents ? Why should 
the one receive a full dividend often percent, 
with the prospect of additional bonuses 
on what was worth only 115^ in the year 
1797 , whi\e the other only receives ot 2,14«. 
onwbatwas then worth 4S^. What establish¬ 
ment in England besides the Bank has for 
several snesessive years, divided by half 
yearly payments, a,profit of 12 per cent, 
and at the same time double^he value of 
its capital? But the Bank-of England, Mr.' 
Thornton tells us, is quite independent of 
the executive government, and so are the 
directors too, I dare swear, all independent; 
—He tells us, too, when speaking of the 
trifling consideration of the dividends (but 
it is in a note), that a large proportion of the 
Bank proprietors do not hold morelhan.£lOOQ 
stock.—He forgets however to tell us how 
much in general the directors hold.—When 
there are accrued bonuses of five per cent' 
for several successive years, one would think ^ 
that there must be some secrets in the direc¬ 
tion worth knowing, notwithstanding the 
dividends are such a trifling consideration. 
Would it be very uncharitable to supposCj^ 
that if any one of that direction were in the 
constant habit of proffering a set of laboured 
reasons for his unifdrm support of all ministmv 
of all parties, that such adirector’s lineof Bank 
stock might furnish one of those mighty good 
reasons ? Could not Mr. Tbomtoa have 
d'lssipated the surprize expressed by his old 
friend Mr. Tierney in the debates on the 
renewal of the charter ** that it was strange 
that though the salary of a dir^tor was onljr 
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gk 150 the office wai as{^d to by tbc richest 
ineD in the kingdom, and more eagerly 
Bought after than any one in the gift ef (he 
crown j" but Mr. Thornton, I believe, was 
'absent from that debate?—Did the good 
old laSy’s dear departed Cicisbeo, the late 
Mr. Alwabam Ne%vtaud, too, bold only.€l000 
£ank itock ? The curiosity of the town has 
been lately gratitied with the particulars of 
that gentleman’s will, by which it seems that 
tbo* a mere groom of the chamber all his life 
time, be has left property behind him to the 
amount of per annum : but he, too, 1 

S resume had a full sh.ire of the old Lid^s 
onuses.*—Again Sir, Dr. Smith has long 

3 (0 told us, that the stability of the Bank of 
qgland is equal to that of the English 
government; and who is there that doubts 
it } Without any question, the natural du- 
rability of the present paper system will go 
nigh fo render them both eternal.—But 
then again I ask, why should the Bank pro¬ 
prietor who has the same security as the 
proprietor of the 3 per cents, have any pre¬ 
ference over him since the year 1797 .—Why 
should the Bank have an annual premium of 
three per cent paid to tbenj never to pay 
in gold any more ? Why should they reap 
the beneiit of their own avarice and miscon¬ 
duct at the expence of every other class of the 
public creditors.—Why should they get their 
income Tax paid, by profits arising out of the 
balance which they hold by stopping the 
income tax of the othe^, public creditors ? 
The Bank 1 am sure, will not contend that the 
pi ice of their stuck has been increased by the 
depreciition of their paper, because although 
tbcie nnglit be some truth in the argument, it 
would nut bo very convenient when applied to 
the holders of the other stocks, who having 
sulferod full sorely fiom the eftects of that 
depreciation in other respects, are neverthe¬ 
less stripped ot a tenth of its depreciated 
value.—But, Sir, the Bank have never missed 
an opportunity of increasing or confirming 
their growing profits. To prove this, it 
will be only necessary to take a short review 
of the opinions of parliament as expressed in 
their own reports.—By the report of the 
committee of finance in 1797 , it appears 
that so early as the year the sum of 
g^OO per million was cboaen upon the 
express ground of being a reasonable com- 
l^sation fbr lire charges of management.— 
Within seventeen years afterwards h&wever, 

' the Bank bad managed to raise it tojPS62: 
lOs per million, at which sum it continued 
till the year 17 ^.—In that year it was re¬ 
duced : to .£450 per million, although the 
commissioners of public accounts then stated 
/uU per 


lion was very sufficient ooomensaflw; and 
although it 1^ been previously stated'^ the 
auditors (^public accounts, that the business 
might be done for <£187 lOs. per million.— 
So early then inMr. Pitt’s career as the year 
178C1, it appears that he had not public 
virtue enough left to cany the report of bis 
own commissioners into eftect:—^That even 
then he had begun to feed and flatter the 
avarice of the Bank of England,—And was 
the sequel of his career less prodigal ? In 
the year 1791 , only five years after the re¬ 
port of 1780 had deemed the allowance for 
management excessive, the Bank would not 
even part with a balance of unclaimed divi¬ 
dends without having that allowance con¬ 
firmed on the existing debt, and, according¬ 
ly, the same act nf parliament which 
granted the unclaimed dividends confirmed 
the excessive r.itc.—By this well-timed 
largess in a season of approaching difficulty, 
and at the same time by omitting to make 
any stipulation for,tbe rate of allowance on 
any future d|bt, Mr. Pitt well knew that he 
was not only rewarding the Bank for their 
past support, but that be was also gaining 
a security for their good behaviour in the 
expectation of a similar rate of excessive 
allowance for the future, and accordin|,'ly 
the rate of 450 per million passed unnoti¬ 
ced till the year 1797 .—In that year the 
memorable stoppage, the natural death of 
the Bank, took place, and Mr. Pitt’s com¬ 
mittee of finance again expressed a strong 
opinion that ^360 per million was a suffi¬ 
cient compensation for the management of 
the public debt; but again Mr. Fitt and Par¬ 
liament in his wake passed over with neglect 
the suggestion of their own committee. 
—So the matter rested till the year 
1800, when Mr. Thornton, probably see¬ 
ing ffie growing profits of the bank, with 
the provident caution of an experienced cap¬ 
tain, set about securing the mouth of the cave • 
before he would proceed to a division of the 
plunder. He, therefore, on (he part of the 
bank came to an agreement with the minister 
for a farther renewal of the charter for 31 
years, the bank otHuenting as a consideration 
for (he extended charter to fhmiffi jg;ovem- 
pient with a loan of3,000,000, for six yeaiy 
without interest} bat, at the same time te- 
kingcare to exact a promise, that tbepibb'c 
balances should not be withdrawn mtheut 
coro'^sation. The result of thisagreenkent 
therefore, was, that as even at that tiipe th« 
average amount of the balancea was fhUf 
equal to the amount of the loan, the bank* 
in fiict, obtained an ext^uon of their charfoff 
for 21 years for nothing, and in addUio|i 
tl)^to got the allonranct ^ 440^ 
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on ^ tbfit 4^ confirmed (pm taking ttdyRntage>of ibeir own'iiii^^ 


b]r.|»arluimont). dr^ IsiPBt. f^tn passed orer 
in aifence; and in aiknce it has remained 
till the publication of the present report, for 
I pass over the paltry sop of £ 60,000 |)er 
annum thrown to the public in 1 B 06 . Of 
that report, however, by far the most cu¬ 
rious ^rt is the studied apology which it 
contains for the conduct of Mr. Pitt at tlie 
time of the renewal.—'* The circumstance of 
the bank” (says the report) " gaining a 
profit by the management of the public 
*' debt, appears to have been in some degree 
" adverted to, but the propriety of the ri»te 
of allowance then subsisting did not come 
particularly under consideration. The 
•* documents necessary to form a correct 
** opinion upon the complicated concerns of 
this extensive business, were probably not 
" fully before either of the two parties at 
the time of this agreement, as it is ob- 
“ vious that they cannot be collected with- 
out considerable and detailed investtga- 
tion, nor digested wftbout industry and 
** attention, and the pressure of other duties 
** may well account for a want of leLsiire for 
** so laborious a research at the period of 
** the renewal of the charter.” What a 
mi^rablc subterfuge! The documents bad 
been, or ought to have been already three 
times before parliament during his own ad¬ 
ministration. Once in 1780', again in 1791* 
and again in 1797. It was but carrying the 
report of his own commissioners made four* 
teen years before, and with fourteen years of 
increased debt to strengthen it, into effect; 
and his memory might have been spared this 
stale and shuffling apology. And shall such 
conduct be deemed not criminally negligent, 
or profusely corrupt ?—-Such, Sir, has been 
the hlstoiy of the present Report*^; and who, 
on reading it, will say that the Bank of £ng- 
land, lb a patriotic corporation, or that the 
House of Commons are tlie virtuous and vi¬ 
gilant guardians of the public purse ? Before 
they can even set about correcting an evil of 
acknowledged magnitude, and daily and 
hourly increasing, twenty years are suffered 
to pass away, and three dtSwent reports of 
their own body all breathing the same lan- 
are received and disregarded.—May 
tne nteof the present, of the fourth report, 
be more auspicious. May it produce some- 
tbin|^ more to the people than a few thou¬ 
sands finm- the unclaitned dividends, aath a, 
, fresh C&nfitiiMfioa or the old o^lect of the 
present *rate of allowance. May it oblige 
the bank to recur back, to their old dividend 
of seven per cent, and in pret^otiog them 

* The Report will be found io tfae Appen. 
to Cobbett’s rarlimentaiy Debates, vol. 9 .. 


duct, may it. place them on an 
footing with the other creditors of 
public. But, I confess. Sir, that nqtwith'i/ 
standing the indication of an approaching 
storm iiiTlireadneedlc Street, which t^e,Ref> 
port seems calculated to raise, notwitMlaml^ 
ing the hints and interviews and conferences- 
and paragraphs, that are daily paraded to the 
eye on this business, I do not see that the ba¬ 
rometer of the bank, the price of its stock, at 
all gives way, I do not perceive that any fears 
are entertained in the penetration of this 
grand temple of corruption for the safety of 
its pre.seui profits. The present price of its 
stock is above 220', and the directors, it 
.should seem, place a firm reliance on their 
knowledge of the men they have to deal 
with. Of those men I shall not forthe pre¬ 
sent say much. I will say, however, that if 
they should receive the directors of the 
bank with as firm a front, as they seem dis¬ 
posed to receive the external enemies of 
their comitry, they will so far, at least, de¬ 
serve the thanks of the people. As soon at 
the report is disposed of, I sha}! request perV. 
mission through the medium of yonr Regis-^ ^ 
ter, to follow up the subject a little farther. 
—I am. Sir, your obedient sen’ant,—H. B. 
— Lewes, Jan. 21, 180B. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

AHBRtc.vif States.— •yon-imporia/ion Act, 
passed l8lhApnt;^l806.—Together with 
a Supplementary Act, passed about XOth 
Dec. I 8 O 7 . 

(Concluded from p. l60.) 

Sec. 8. And be it farther enacted, 
that all penalties and .forfeiture arising 
under this act may be sued and 
recovered, and shall be distributed and ac¬ 
counted for in the roatfkier prescribed by the 
act, eiptitled " an Act to regulate the collec¬ 
tion of duties on Imports andTonnageand 
such penalties and forfeitures may be exa¬ 
mined, mitigated, or remitted in like man¬ 
ner. and niicler the like conditions, regula¬ 
tions, and restrictions as are prescribed, 
authorised, and directed by the act, entitled 
an act to provide for initigatitig or remitt* 
ing tlie forfeitums, penalties and disabilities, 
accruing in certain cases ther. in meoiioned.' 

Supplementary Act. 

Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the senate and 
bouse of aepresentatives of the United Slates' 
of America, in congi'e.ss asttembied, that 
nothing in the act to which this is a supple* ' 
ment, shall be. to construed as to prohibit 
the importation of the following article^, 
that is to say -Wrappers and outside pack¬ 

ages in w'hich g'oods, the* importation of 
which is not prohibited, usually are-and shall 
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fce wrapped or packed at the time of their 
, iraportation.-^a. Bags or sacks in which 
salt shall be infspurted.—a. Glass bottles or 
phials, in which drugs, medicines, or any 
bther^ articles, the importation of which is 
not ^prohibited, shall be imported.—-4, 
Prinfra books, maps, and charts.—.'3. 
Watches,* mathematic..!, astroaomic.il, and 
Sncgical instruments.—(i. Sliallons and wool¬ 
len stuffs.—-Sec. 2 . And be it further enacted, 
that the articles of t.'m following description 
shall be held.and considmed as being em¬ 
braced by the de.sciiplion of articles, tlie 
importation of which is prohibited by the 
act to which this act is a supplement, thal 
is to say.—All articles tiiinufactured eniiicly 
of silk and wool, or of silk and ilax, or of 
flaX' and wool;—I'loor cloths;—Woollim 
cassimeres, carpets, <arpc(ing and mats, 
whose invoice prices sh.ill e.\ceed ilve 
shillings sterling per square yard —Sec. 3. 
And be it further enacted, that whenever 
a doubt shall arise whether any articles im¬ 
ported into the United St.itcs is is embraced 
by the description of articles the importation 
of which is prohibited bytheaetto which this 
act is a suplement, the comptroller’s decision 
thereon, approved by the secretary of the 
treasury, shall be final and com;lu.iis''e, and 
be taken and held in every respect as the 
true construction of the act.—Sec. 4. And 
be it farther enacted, thal no articles which 
shall be imported from any place beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, on board any 
vessel, cleared out before the day of 
from any port within the Ujiited States or 
the territories thereof, for the said Cape of 
Good Hope, or any place biiyond the same, 
diall be subject to the prohibition enacted 
be the act to which this act is a supplement. 

J.VMAICA.— — S/imcA'o/' the Ll Governor to 
the Council and Assembly, and the ytsseia- 
hly's Ans'iver, at the Opening of the Session, 
in Oct. ISOy. 

Influenced by an uniform desire to pro¬ 
mote the public benefit, I have deemed it 
expedient to assemble the legislature at the 
earliest period I thought consistent with your 
private convenience.-1 should have re¬ 

joiced, had I been enabled to congratulate 
you on the sucv^ssof our allies on the conti¬ 
nent of Kurope: aniid.st their reverses, how¬ 
ever, it is to be recollected that the re.sources 
of the British Empire remain unitnpaired; 
and I trust that an honourable, wcure, and 
permanent peace will be, under the blessing.s 
of Providence, attained by the firmness and 
moderation of his Majesty’s councils, and by 
lire valour of his fleets and armies.—I have 
nmeh satisfaction in learning, that the gene¬ 
ral scarcity of provisions, recently prevalent. 


is likely td be succeeded' by ^tidance: 
late seasonable rain.s will SMScure tlw ijdabd 
from a sudden return of this evil j yet I etrea, 
ncstly fecommeiul your adopting the most 
efficacious measures for preventing the re-, 
cut rence df so great a calamity.. It was to 
me ll co'.rce of very peculiar gratification, 
that the distress was iilieviated by the effects 
of my proclamation, which ektended the 
term of the intercourse with the United 
Stales of Arai rica ; but the subsistence bf 
the inhabitants should depend as little as 
pos.sible on a resource so precarions as that 
of a supply from distant countries.—^The es- 
ta’ulishing of St. Ann’s Bay as a free-port,' 
and tho making of Poit-Mornnt, Port Maria,' 
and Falmouth, ports of entrance and clear¬ 
ance, are objects of great impcflaiice, and 
cannot be regarded other'vise than as addi¬ 
tional proofs of his Majesty’s paternal care 
foi the weltiire of his subjects in this colony. 
—1 rely with that confidence, which the ex¬ 
perience I have of,, your known liberality so 
well justifies, for those supplies which the 
exigencies government require —My in- 
s,pcc tion of jhc militia throughout the island 
affords me the satisfaction of making known 
to you the general improved state of that es¬ 
sential branch of our defence. Some of* the 
regiments in particular have made consider¬ 
able progress in discipline and appeamnee, 
while the laudable spirit of emulation and 
loyalty', which pervades the whole body, can¬ 
not f.iil of producing the most beneficial con¬ 
sequences - - The forts and batteries along 

the coast have already derived advantages 
from your wi.se regulation during the last 
session: a system of regularity, economy, 
and military arrangement, now exists in this 
establishment, which must eflectnally tend 
to the general defence of the i.sland.—When 
I reflect on the great and arduous contest in 
which the British empire is now engaged, it 
were vain to conceal that our present meet¬ 
ing is in times of no common difficult 
from you I expect all that can be effected 
public spirit, united exertions, and the sacri¬ 
fice of individual interests te the general 
wea.; from me you may rely on receiving, 
npbn all occasions, the most cordial co-opd- 
ratinn in every measure which is calctfla|edf 
to increase the public happiness, promote 
the prosperity, and insure the safety of ’this 
country. 

- '‘Assembly's Answer.- -^We, his MajeS- 

ty'.S most dutiful and loyal subject 8 ,^the As¬ 
sembly of Jamaica, beg leave io. thank yot«r 
honour for your speech at the opening of 
this session We are fully sensible of .your 
honour’s uniform desire ta promote the pub¬ 
lic benefit, and gfatefuny acknowledge yonr 
attention iu assembling the legislature at the 
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earliest period yon thought consistent with 
oar private convenience r—We regret the 
reverses 'Whidii have befallen our allies on 
the continent of Europe; but we, however, 
sincerely join with yoar honour in the hope, 
that, as the resources of the British empire 
remain unimpaired, an honourabie, secure, 
and permanent peace will i)e, under the 
blessing of Providence, ultimately attained: 
— We shall give our serious attention to your 
honour's recommendation of adopting the 
most eiBcacious measures for preventing the 
recurrence of so gveat a calamity as a general 
scarcity of provisions, recently prevalent, bi t 
which has been providentially removed by 
the late seasonable rains; and wc gratefully 
own the beneficial efiects of your honour’s 
prneiamation, iii alleviating the distress inci¬ 
dent to a dependence on a resf>urce S(j preca- 
tious as that of a supply from distant coun¬ 
tries :—We duly appreciate his Majesty's pa¬ 
ternal care for the well'.ire of his subjecls in 
this colony, when we contemplate the great 
importance of the extended establishiUfMit of 
the free ports and ports of cniry*and clear¬ 
ance :-^I'our honour may rely on our 

granting such supplies for the exigencies of 
government, as the extent of our means, and 
the ^xisling circumstances of the country, 
wiK'justify.—We are happy to be assured by 
your honour of the general improved state of 
the militia, and of the system of regularity, 
economy, and military arrangement, which, 
under your honour’s direction, ex'sts in the 
present establishment of forts and batteries, 
as regulated by the act of the last session: — 
Fully aware tLit our present meeting is in 
tinseof no common dnfioulty, when the Bri¬ 
tish empire is engaged in a most arduous 
contest, and the colonies are suffering under 
the pressure of new and pecwliar distresses, 
we are sensible, tliat it is incumbent upon 
us to sacrifice our individual interests, and 
tq unite our greatest exertions for the gene¬ 
ral weal: and we rely with the most perfect 
confidence on your honour's assurance or a 
cordial co-operation in every measure, which 
is calculated to increase the happiness, pro¬ 
mote the prosperity, and insure tlie ^afety of 
this country. • 

RutsiA.— of English Pro¬ 
perty', dated at' Peters burgh, Nov, IQ, 
i8oy. ; 

By our Ukase of the 28tb Oct. last; ^o 
the Minister of Commerce, Count N. Rau- 
tniantzofF, regarding the laying on an em¬ 
bark upon the English property in Russia, 
we ordered liquidation commissions to be 
fovnied here, at Riga, and at Archangel, un¬ 
der ihe controul of the College of Com¬ 


merce.——On the representaiion of the JBi-i 
nlater, that tj^e liquidation comptaios ap¬ 
pointed in 18(X), were, by their mode of 
conducting business of this nature, perfectly 
adequate to the object in view. We now 
order that liquidation commissions ^ ^ 
present appointed, in every respect, slfictiy 
according to the principles and spirit of Use 
Ukase given the 25th of Nov. 1800, upon a 
report of the College of Commerce in con- 
sequer;. e of the embargo laid that year on 
the property of the English, with this only- 
alteration, that the fixed number of Russian 
merchants to be chosen for the liquidation 
commission of this plan, bnt not otherwise 
appointed than with the confirmation of the 
minister, and in the other towns with the 
confirmation of the chief authorities couli- 
guous thereto.—The said commissioners are 
to take cognizance of all the goods and pro¬ 
perty of the English whicli were embargoed 
by our Ulca.se of the 21 st (ult.) Oct. 1807 } 
and this sequestration is to be extended to all 
their capital monies and bills, excepting 
their monies placed in our Banks, which, by 
the laws, are in no case to be touched. The 
(.’oiincillor of State, and Member of the 
College of Commerce, Baikotf, is to be pre¬ 
sident in the commission here. 

French Commercial Decree, signed, 
Napoleon, and dated at Milan, Nov. 23, 
1807- 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, and Protector of the Confede¬ 
ration of the Rhine.—Upon the report of 
our Minister of the Finances, we have de¬ 
creed, and decree as follows;—Art, I. All 
vessels which, after having totiched at Eng¬ 
land, from any motive whatsoever, shall en¬ 
ter the ports of Franc^ shall be seized and 
fiscated, as well as tneir cargoes, withont 
eKcei>tion or distinction of commodities or 
merehandize.-^II. The captains of vessels 
who shall enter the ports of France, shall, 
on the day of their arrival, proceed to the 
office of the Imperial Customs, and there 
make a declaration of the place from which 
they sailed, of the ports they have put into, 
and exhibit their manifests, bills of lading, 

sea-papers, and log-books-When the 

captain shall have signed anti delivered bis 
declaration, and communicated his papers, 
the bead officer of the customs sjiall interro¬ 
gate the Pilots separately, in the presence of 
two overseers. If it results from this exa¬ 
mination that the vessel has touched at Eng¬ 
land, independent of the seizure and confis¬ 
cation of the said ship and cargo, the cap¬ 
tain, as well as those sailors, who, upon exa¬ 
minations shall have made a false dedara- 
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tioi^ shall be deemed iiimoners* and shall not 
be set at liberty until after h^ing paid the 
sum of dOiboo flunks, as a personal penalty 
fot the captain, and 500 franks for eaOh of 
the sailors so arrested, over and above the 
pains incurred by those who falsify their pa* 
pers Slid ](^-books.— III. If advice or infor* 
mation communicated to the directors of 
our customs give rise to any susdicionS as to 
the origin of the cargoes, they shall be pro¬ 
visionally warehoused until it is ascertained 
and decided that they do not come from 
England or her colonies.——IV. Our com¬ 
missaries for commercial relations, who de¬ 
liver ccrtihcales of origin for merchandize 
laden in (he ports of their residence destined 
for thac of Prance, shall not coniine them¬ 
selves to an attestation that the merchandise 
or coniniodilics do not come from England 
or lie?-roJonifs or rominerre; they shall in- 
tlic-iii; 'lie |)l.icc of origMi, the documents 
which i)ac<' Ijeen laid hctore them in support 
of (!;<.,' dcclrnarion which has been made to 
them,;! cl tlie iiaiiie of the ship on board of 
wlncii t!i"y have been primarily transported 
from the place of origin into that of their 
rcsideiice. —— 

FouTOKAi:..—Ge». Junot's Proclamation, 
upon entering Lisbon, Nov. 30, I 8 O 7 . 

Inihshitants of Li:>bon,-My army is 

about entering your walls; it wa.s coming 
Ibrxho purpose of rescuing your ports and 
your prmce from the iniiueiice of England. 
‘—But this piinee, so rtjspectahle by his vir¬ 
tue, has allowed himself to be hurried away 
by the counsels of some wicked men who 
aurronnded him, and he is gone to Bing him¬ 
self into the arms of his enemies, He has 
been made to feci apprehensive for his per¬ 
sonal safety, his subjects have been counted 
for nothing, and his interests sacriBued to the 
base cowardice of soihe courtiers.—-Inhabi¬ 
tants of Lisbon, remain quiet within .your 
houses) tear neither me nor my army) we 
are formidable only to the enemy and to the 
wicked. The great Napoleon, my master, 
sends me to protect you. 

Italy.— — Napoleon's Decret, adopting 
Eugene Eeaukarnois, as his successor in 
Italu.-—Dated at Milan, IQthDec, 180y. 

We, .Naj^eon, by the Grace of God, 
and the Constitution of the Empire, £ni- 
jierqr of the French, and King of Italy, 
decree as follows 2 —Art. 1. We adopt 
for our son, Prince Eugene Beauharnois, 
Arch Chancellor of State of our Empire of 
France, and Viqeruy of our Kingdom of, 
Italy.—“—2. The C rpwn of Italy shall be. 


after us,^ and in deBuiIt of <mr childfuoy Ihul 
male ^itimate desce«idanti,.hm^e(fiiii^ 
the person of Prince Eageno, bi^diie)^ 
legitimate descendants fi^ male to taahtby 
order of primogeniture, to the perpetuid 
exclusion ef women and their des^da^. 
——3. In default of our sons and male 
descendant's, and the aonsf and maledeaceo-' 
dants of Prince Eugene, the Crown of Italy 
shall devolve to the son and nearest relative 
of such of the Princes of our blood, as shril 
then reign in France.——4. Prince Eugene, 
our son, shall enjoy all the honours attached 
to our adoption. —— 5. The right which our 
adoption gives him shall never, in any case, 
authorize him or his descendants to urge ady 
pretensions to the Crown of France, the 
succession to which is invariably fixed. 

The decree of the 20lh confers upon 
Prince Eugene Napoleon the title of Prince 
of Venice. Another decree confers upcwi 
“ our well-beloved grand-daughter. Princess 
Josephine, as a mark of our satisfaction to our 
good city of Bologna,” tbetitle of Princess of 
Bologna. Ajilbther decree declares the Chan¬ 
cellor Meizi, Duke of Lodi. After the above 
decrees had been read, the Emperor made 
the following speech 

Gentlemen, Possidenti, Dotti, and Cym- 
mercianti, I see you with pleasure about 
throne. Returned after 3 years absence, I 
am pleased at remarking the progrUss which 
my people have m.ade—but how inan^things 
remain to be done to efface the faults of our 
forefathers, and to render you worthy of the 
destiny I am preparing for you.—^I’he intes¬ 
tine divisions of our ancestors, their miscra* 
rable egotism to particular cities, paved the 
way for the loss of ail our rights. The coun- . 
try was disinherited of its rank and its dig-s 
nity; that country w'hich in more distant 
ages had carried so Bir the honour of its arms- 
and the eclat of its virtues. I will malce pay 
glory consist in regaining that eclat and those^ 
virtues.—Citizens ofltaly, I have done mncli. 
tor you) 1 will do much more. But on yotH^' 
side, united in heart as you are in infer^, 
with my people of France, consider them as 
elder brother. Always behold the source of 
ounpioasperity, the guarantee of our instito- 
tions, and that of our independence in 
'union of the Iron Crown with .tbal of vpijp-. 
Imperial Crown. > .. 

Parfmmentary Debates. ♦ ^ 
The First Nunsber of the Tenth .Volntoe *5 
of the above Work will be ready for delifflgr . 
in the course of a few days. 
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IVo historical facts.—Duriiig the exiatcnce of the late ministry, Mr. Fox bein| then secretar^of attte 
f|w foreign affairs, the son of the then Lord Chancellor, Erskine, «as appointed mitiMcr plenipotentiaiy to 
we American Sutes, that young gentleman being then called to the bar in EngUnd. About the same time, 
the Lord Chancellor F.iskme ga»e to a 'on ot Mis. Rouverie a living, in the church of England, generally 
^timated to be worth twelve hundred pounds a year. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

PAKLIAMENTARV PROCfFDIMfiS (con¬ 
tinued from page 171 ).-—I- ^ ofe of Thanks, 
11. Ameiiian States, JII. Danish Lzpe- 
rfi/ioB.——On Ihuisday, the 'iSfh ot 
January, a motion was mule, in both 
Houses, to give the th.uiks of parliament to 
the fleet and army employed ni the (’open- 
ha^ expedition. At the lime, when the 
titles and marks of honour wete bestowed, 
upon Admiral Gambler and others, I ex¬ 
pressed my opinion, that the measure was 
wrong; because, though the Success of the 
enterprise was of great n.i(ional importanre, 
to insure that suwess requited neither cou¬ 
rage nor skill, except, pet haps, in a few 

S ^ons of infeiior tank; because, from 
ie very statement of the advocates of the 
ministers, it appeared, that the means pro¬ 
vided were such, as, when compaied with 
the oi^ject to be accomplished, rendered 
failure morally impossible, because it would 
have been a crime to fail, and that, there¬ 
fore, to succeed was little more than a nega¬ 
tive merit; becauac, in shoit, to bestow 
honours upon the commandeis of such an 
expedition, was to piocLtim to the world, 
that it was, in English commanders, a great 
merit, a highly distinguishing characteustic, 
not to be drivellers, or traitors, since no 
men of common understanding could have 
failed, unless from a want of fidelity, 
llieso tvm ments, and some others, which 
were maiw use of in the Register, and in 
other public prints, at the time referred to, 
have now been repeated in parliament; 
against these arganqents nothing of any 
weight has been urged; and it dues, to me 
at least, clearly appear, that the vote of 
tbiibks, as well as the other honours, have, 
in this.instance, been prostitnted to party 
purposes, that is to say, to the purpose of 
giving to the whole measure an eclat whiih 
It did not deserve, with a view of enhancing, 
in the minds of the people, the merit of 
tha present ministers. But, while the spirit 
«f ^rty appears to have dictated the motion 
% a vote of thanks, there Jias appeared, 
in t^opposiUoa to if, a spirit of exactly 


the same character. Messrs. Windham 
and Tierney (the latter of whom had al¬ 
most swoin, that be never would belong to 
any minibtry or parly with the former) 
seemed to have, for their grand object, the 
indulgence of their spleen against Sir Home 
Pophani, who, it must be confessed, has 
been a zealous and foimidable opponent to 
them in politics, but who, upon that veiy 
account, should, on tins occasion, iiave es¬ 
caped particular notice. Mr. ^Viiidham 
be'itows many compiimenti upon Lotds 
pathcait and Gambler; witii respect to 
them, he takes care to rub off with one 
hand what he lays on with the other; be 
brings forward the excellence of the private 
character of the one, and the past services 
(though he docs not particularize them) of 
the other j but, of Sir Horae Popham he 
recollects nothing but the demerits. Ho 
Likes, onather, he* finds out, occasion to 
observe, that *' onf ostensible part of the 
expedition bad been entru&tsd to an of¬ 
ficer, who could only plead, in bis be¬ 
half, the approbation of a self-created 
tribunal, in opposition to a sentence of 
condemnation, which bad lately been 
passed upon him by one legally constitut¬ 
ed, and who, in his foitune, had ex¬ 
emplified the old atfege, '* that when the 
King loses, the Knave winsan adage, 
which roust be very old indeed, foi, I 
scarcely think that any man now living 
ever heard of it before. It was travelling 
quite out of the natural course to notice,, 
in this particular manner, Sir Home Popham 
and his court martial, especially as no parti¬ 
cular mention bad been made of bis services, 
upon this occasion, by the ministers, and 
as he had received no sort of reward, though 
it was pretty generally understood, that of 
the merit of the execution of the measure, 
no small idiare did belong to him. Ceitaiu- 
iy, the approbation of (he Llo^-d’s men d'd 
him no honour; or, if he were, as he ap¬ 
peared to be, so very proud of the swords and 
the thanks, which they had to bestow, one 
might, with little legret, see him Itft to 
Ihcin as his sole possession in this wayj 
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but, it is, I thinkj as certain^ the' legally 
*• coastitute^ tribanal,” of which Mr, 
Windham speaks, was a thing, which he 
and hU tate colleagues might as well have 
kept out of sight i for, thougli the letter of 

* the law might not be violateil in the .consti¬ 
tuting of tifat tribunal, no great pains were 
t^keir to adhere to its spirit. I am one of 
those, who censured, in all its parts, the 
ea{)edition to Buenos Ayres. I looked upon 

• it, and I slili look upon it, as a mere nio- 
■ey-making adventure; but, it does appear, 
from' the evidence given at the court-mar- 
ttal, that Sir, Home Popham was, by the 
minister, invested with somewhat of discre¬ 
tionary powers, and the public will not fail 

. to recollect, that no court-martial was talk¬ 
ed of, uniil the intcHigence arrived, that the 
place had been re-captured by the Spaniards, 
■whatever might be the demerits of Sir 
Home Popham, however, his court-martial 
should have been constituted in the usual 
way, and in that way the proceedings .against 
him ought to have been conducted. The 
law, relative to the constituting of courts- 
martial, make.s provision, that the members, 
if there be a sufficient number, shall con¬ 
sist of persons stationed at the place where 
the court is held; and, it aiiiliorizos the 
taking in of two or three commanders, if 
there should not be captains enough present, 
. rather llian bring members from another 
station. Was this l.iw» .so well calculated 
to insure iinjiartiality, by preventing stlec- 
tion on the part of (lie'prosecutor, observ¬ 
ed on the occasion referred to ? In the 
letter perhaps it was ; for several of ll'C ad¬ 
mirals, members of the court, did hoiit their 
flags at Portsmouth, during the trial, and 
a little before thetrial; but they struck those 
flags immediately afterwards, returning from 
whpnce tliey came; apd, though they might 
be said to be stationed at Portsmouth, I 
. shall leave the proceeding to be boasted of 
by those who were then ministers. There 
was, it appears from the pi oceedmgs of the 
court, a “ learned” CBun-iellor, Mr. Jarvis, 
»• sent down by the Admiralty to plead against 
the prisoner, a tiling totally unprcceilented 
In (he naval history of Piiigland. Jf, in send¬ 
ing down a counsellor to plead, and in making 
the court cou-ist of admirals, the object was 
to give dignity and solemnity to the proceed¬ 
ing, how came it to pass, that neither of 
these precautions was taken in the c.i.se ef 
Captain Whitby, who was tried? at the 
same port, upon a charge, grounded upon 
a com)djint of the American goverimunt, 
that he had violate I the law of nations, (hat 
he h;nl been guilty of an act of aggies'-ion 
against them in (heir own waters, and that 


he had wounded many, and murdered one, 
of thelt seamen ? This trial,*in which the 
good-understanding and, perhaps, tbe^ace, 
of two nations were involved, didy'^torely- 
require as much dignity and-solemnity as it 
was possible to give it; yet. Captain Whit¬ 
by was tried in the usual way ; no admirals 
assumed temporary command upon the occa¬ 
sion, and no counsellor was sent down by 
the admiralty to plead against him. These 
are facts, which nobody ■n’iil attempt t(> 
deny) and, with these facts before them., 

I shall leave my readers to judge, whether 
it would not have been full as well, if Mr. 
Windham had suffered the recollection of 
Sir Home Pophain's court-martial, to re¬ 
main as a .source of secret consolation to those 
by whom that court-martial was ordered and 
organized. Mr. I'lerney is reported to have 
said ; " Why should no! the house attend 
“ to the dignified example set them by ano- 
" thcr distinguished assembly—Lloyd’s Cof- 

" fee-house Men ?-^Those gentlemen 

“ knew the true va^ue of their approbation, 

'' and were resolved not to be laviah of it; 

“ for they llad not yet honoured this extra- 
" ordinaryservice with their notice, notwith- 
“ standing their great favonrile (sir Home 
“ Popham) was captain of the fleet. He 
“ believed for his part that those gentlenr. 

“ had been uisappianied: it was well 
“ known that they bad not received the 
" slightest notice of (lie signature of the 
" capitnl.ilion in sufficient time to apprize 
“ them of the period at which the Danes 
“ begun lobe at.open war with us. Woulif 
ministers all'ect to be ignorant of the 
“ .sentiments of mercliants in (he Rus- 
sion trade upon that head ? Had 
" they not actually heen furnished with 
“ a list, setting forth the number of 
“ vessels captured ? This must have been 
•' a sore disapjiointmcnt to the trading spe- 
" culaLions of the gciulemrn at l.loyd's; 

“ they who had so relied on their favourile,- 
“ the gallant officer, who while .smarting un- 
“ der the. sentence ofa couit martial, wms 
“ entrusted with .1 command of great trust, 

" and put a'oeve tlie heads of hi.s seniors, 

“ men of approved service and untmpeaefaed 
“ character. But notwithstanding the op- 
portniiity afforcied their favourite, apd 
“ though he was in such hahits of intimacy 
" w ith the mayor of Birmingham, the al- 
" dcrnian of this place and of that, he (Mr. 

•' T.) did fear that this officer had failed in 
satisfying the e.xpccialions of his friends;' 
" at Lloyd’s." Mr. Tierney seems to envy 
Sir Home Popham the honour of posse.ssin^ 
these friends at Lloyd’s. But, .since when' 
is it, tliat the late ministers haVe begun to,^ * 
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talk On pnbliq) thm contemptuously about lowio|^ the fate of Sir Harry Milflmay, it in 

the Lloyd’s mea ? ^ley said not a word of a fair way of feeling to their heart*# content^ 

this soil while they were in dlEce. They With so much experience of this sort before 

did, indeed, before they were in office, form him, it is, to me, a Mirprlsing thing, that* 
a resolution, I believe, to make the Lloyd's any one of '• the reprcsentaiites of tlw 

fund a question ill pailKiracnt; but, having people j” any one of those worthy gcDtlemen, * 

obtained their offices, they appear to base who, from motives so disinteresteilf take 

thought it Wise not to oflend the city and upon them the labour of law-giving, should 

its connections. For thib, amongst the ever become wh.it is called a partizan of any 

million other arts of meanness lh.it tliey set of placemen, or, at least, lll.it he should 

were guilty of, I was glad to see them over- ever d seover any thing like zeal, hke sin- 

thrown. But, vVbat had the Lloyd’s men centy, in their cause. It is surprising,” 

and their vases and swords and heir-Iooml to that all men do not imitate the Saints; that 


do with the Danish expedition > And what 
• had the former cundiicl of Sir Home Pop- 
ham to do with the question before tlie 
House ? Why this, that Sir Home Pop- 
liam was a favouiiie with the merchants ; 
that the merchants had suffeied by the Danish 
expedition ; and that Sir Home Popham w'as 
known to have had a considerable share in 
the execution of that expedition No; tins 
was not the cause ot his being dragged for¬ 
ward j the true cause wa9, that the hit' mi¬ 
nistry had, in vaiious ways, telt*lhe etfocts of 
his talents, as a politician ; that is (o say, as 
a contestor ofbmoiighs, and an expo.ser of j 
their errors and faults; and, it w.is well 
woyffiy of remark, that not one of the mi- 
^'ifvers opened his lips in defence ot Sir 
Home Popham, who, in consequence of 
being a person interested in the discussion, 
was absent from his place in tlic House, 
llierehas,! daresay, been jome 1 (tlecnvyex¬ 
cited in the naval sen ice, bf the preleience, 
w'hich was, upon tl.n occasion, given te Sii 
Home Popliam. It w is to humour this, 
that the attack upon him was made ; and, 
therefoie, it w’as the duty of the inimstci.s 
to repel that attack. But, the-e niinnteis 
are, I will engage, of the tine breed ; and, 
it so, they will never hesitate to saciifice 
atiy one to their own convenience, however 
they may have piofited from his exeitions j 
aiid, moreover, it is precisely in proportion 
to those exertions that they arc disposed 
to sacrifice him, because fliey well know, 
that. In that same proportion, it is impro¬ 
bable that he should go over to their o|>po- 
ae»t$. Thus, they first receive the benefitpf 
a man’s talents an.^ zeal, and, when they 
' perceive, that he has, in supporting them, 
incurred the implacable enmity of their op¬ 
ponents, they, without the least hesitation, 
and, as if it were a matter of coarse, giv^ 
him up to be wo^ied by those opponents, 
taking to themselves the merit of having, 
by implication, disowned him ; a refinement 
in baseness, which, it is to be hoped, none 
. hut courtiers have yet discovered, and the 
c^ts nf which Sir Home Popham, foi¬ 


ls to say, give a measured support; always 
keep safely “ upon their haunches," as 
some one said of Pitt; and, upon no occa¬ 
sion, suffer themselves to be urged info full 
speed. If actnal recompence be the object, 
the example of Swift’s Bedlamite is the 
thing: Give me a penny, and I'll sing 

'' yon a song; but give me the penny first." 
To return, now, to the debate : it end¬ 
ed in a division of Ic) against the vote of 
thanks and 100 for ii. Sir Francis Burkett 
having insisted upon dividing the honourable 
house, sorely against the will of the 
who, ns tast as they finished their speeches, 
marched aw-ay, Mr. Tierney having express¬ 
ly slated, tliat it w’as not intended to have 
a division, seeming not to perceive, that 
any nicmbei might call for it, or, in a mo¬ 
ment of foigetfulness, looking upon all 
those, who sat on the same side with him* 
self as being the subalterns and privates of 
a vvdl-drilled pin ty }*a stale of tilings which 
Air Tierney will never see again as long as 
he lives. When the thanks came to bccom- 
nmniealcd, on Monday, the thsf ot February, 
it was cuiious enongh to observ'o, that, 
though bir Aithnr Wellesley was the last 
upon the list of the geneials present, more 
than one half of the Speaker's speech vws 
addre|sed to him, exclusively, upon the 
score*of his services in India, of which servi¬ 
ces not a word had been said in the vole of 
the House, and of which services many of 
those who joined in the vote, might possibly, 
think differently from the Speaker Sir Home * 
Popham, in his answer to the Speaker, is 
reported to have said, by way of conclusion; 

" that his life should be devoted to the 
ft ^rvi(;e of iiis lehx'cd sovereign and 
** his cUeemed country," I do not wish t» 
play the critic; but, there is something so 
maiked ^cie, that, if the report becuirec^ 

I must say, that I think Sir Home’s a very- 
bad taste. Plain " king and country" would 
have been best j but, at any rate, no ejistitje- 
tion should have been made between them. 
There is, besides, no reason in the distinction,, 
made by Sir Home. The love that he feek 
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for tHieking can be of no othef'tort than that 
wh'n^ a tnaUf feels for his country. The 
of any persona) affection, in this case, 
h ridiciilous. The feeling is that of love 
for the' king, as king y tor the kingly office, 
in fact^nd for that only beciuise it is looked 
upon as being the repository of the h*" nour 
and. gnardianship of the coimtiy. " use, 
therefore, an epitliet of ardent aflection to 
life former, and one of sober, after-mar- 
rla(jte regard to the latter, was, to say the 
of it, to shew no great degree of judg- 
lfieiit,and might, if coming from a person less 
anthusia'tic, give rise to suspicions, that the 

motive was not altogether disinterested- 

]£. On Tuesday, the 2d. instant, Mr. Eden 
(Lord A'.kland’s eldest son, and the new 
^ller of the Exchecpier, J presume) made 
a motion fur laying hefure the house a copy 
of Mr. Jefferson's m;ssiige to the senate of 
the American States, n lating to the uon- 
ratificalion of the treiiy, made with us, 
during the late administration. 1'hc pro- 
ftssed motive of this motion was to shew, 
that the president had nut the power uf 
rejecting the treaty, without the consent 
of the senate ; that that consent had not 
been obtained , and that, in fact, it miglit 
yet be ratihed, though the king had said, in 
his speech, that the ratification had been 
refus^ Mr Eden appears to be deeply 
read in the little pamphlet, called " the 
Constitution of the Uui'cd States of Ame¬ 
rica }** but, if I recollect nightly, tliat pamph¬ 
let, which is,'however, a very flexible piece 
of stuff, says not a word about non-raUfica- 
tiun of treaties. 'J'hc prciident is to make 
treaties, and when he is satisfied with tliein 
himself, be is to lay them before llie senate 
for their approbation, or disapprobation ; 
but,, if be be not himself sali.sfled with what 
b» negociators have done, he wants no vote 
of the senate to authorize liitn to send a 
treaty back again ; or, if it so please him, 
to put an end to the negodatiun j so that, 
he has the power, at all times, to refuse to 
wTatify a treaty, and, in the case before us, 
that refusiil was given. The collateral mat¬ 
ter of Mr. Eden’s speech was, however, of 
tlte most importance. He expressed his 
liope, that the treaty might yet be ratified. 
It may, if the president should be iu- 
due^ to change his opinion of us ; but, 
if he does change that opinion, it ceitainly 
will'not be owing to the expression', on our 
}>arl, of any such hopes, and particularly if 
we express them in parliament. Such 
hopes, if they are very dear to Mr. Eden’s 
hewrt, are, I ain convinced, much more 
niU'ly to he realized from the ^ect of the 
king's jimclaihaliot) relating to liogUsh sea* 
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men and others beco f fi f ^ of Ame¬ 

rica, his orders in coon'll fating to com¬ 
merce, and bis orders for (he sending oat 
ships, troops, and powder and ball to Ame¬ 
rica, Speculations are afloat as to what the 
Americans Vill next do ; for to remain Ml 
they are is a moral impossibility. They 
have, for a long time, been complaining of 
our laws of blockade; and, as the end of 
ail their ridiculous threats, all their swagger¬ 
ing denunciations, they blockade ibera- 
selves, and that, too, in their own ports. 
Some think, that their next measure will 
be, when they have got in all their ships, 
to invade Canada. This they can do, but 
not without men and arms and cannon and 
ammunition ; and these cost money. They 
would easily penetrate into the country j but 
the country w'ithout Quebec is nothing, 
and they know from disgraceful experience, 
what it is to attack Quebec. They will, 
besides, have upper Canada first to subdue ; 
and ill that country, they will have to de¬ 
feat a good niv:nber of Scotchmen, who are 
not apt to lay down their arms till they have 
made thcirassailants feel the efl'ects of them. 
They must defeat these Scotchmen, or they 
will have them in their rear, together wi'h 
a company or two of artillery. So ttt’L 
even an inroad into Canada, though it maj?*'- 
be, by a vast superiority of numbers, 
effected, will be, by no means, a holiday 
enterprize, nor an enterprize of little ex¬ 
pense. And, whence is the money to 
come ? 1 have before stated, that tliere are, 
in the American States, no internal taxes, 
and have shewn, that, in case of war with 
us, it will be impossible to collect an inter¬ 
nal tax; that the whole of the revenue 
arises from custom-house duties ; that four- 
fifths of these arise from commerce with 
US; that the whole annual revenue is ^bout 
15,000,000 of dollars; that niore than one 
half of this is required to meet the annual 
expenses of the national debt; and, that, 
of course, a war with us, while Jt will add 
ten fold to the expenses, will alrdost totally 
destroy the revenue, leaving the nationsu 
debtto pay its own ihterestand the govem- 
meht to maintain itself. What, then, if 

,.they resolve upon war, is to be don^T 
Why, it appears to me. that the first step 
must be an act of confiscation of all debts, 
private as well as public, due to England, and 
of all property owned by Englishmen. Thn 
amount of these debts and of this property ma]^^ 
beabout 12,000,000 of pounds sterling. Burj'' 
an act of confiscaltou would not bring me'hf 
than a third or fourth part of that sutninto thn' 
treasury. What it would bring in 
however, enable the government to gondii 
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a while; bat, a creatioo of paper money 
must soon follow; and, then the country is, 
at once, in a state of revolution. It ii 
thought, by some persons, fhat the situation 
of America diflbrs materially, in this respect, 
from its situation at the commaicement of 
her revolutionary war; that, banks and bank¬ 
notes having become so general, the people 
will not be alarmed at a new creation of such 
notes, especially as it will take place by de¬ 
grees, But, these persons do not appear to 
me to reflect upon the quantity that most be 
created in proportion to those already exist¬ 
ing; that the notes in circulation must be 
doubled in the first year; that they must go 
on increasing in quantity at the same rate, 
as long as the war continues, for that tbeie 
will nut be there, as in England, taxes 
coming in to pay any part of (hem off ; in 
short, that it must be an issue of paper with 
the notoi ious want of capital in those who 
make that issue. Under these circumstan¬ 
ces, not forgetting the effect of tlie recollec¬ 
tion of the old paper-ninncy> sacks full of 
which are, bv some persons in the country, 
kept as a memorial of the good faith of 
King Cong,” it is naturally to be expect¬ 
ed, that, at the fiist additional issueof paper- 
nnoney, a depreciation of two or three for 
^he would take place. Nay, I would take 
an even belt, that, at this moment, many 
people are hoarding up their dollars j and 
that, if an accommodation be not made with 
England, in a very few months, there will be 
a regular trade of barter for paper against 
money, at a depreciation of one half. As to 
*' loans,” of which some persons talk, who 
w'ill lend to a government that has no inter¬ 
nal revenue’ Who will lend to a govera- 
ment, that will be obliged to acknowledge 
that it has no revenue at all; and, that it is 
totally unable to pay the interest (except in 
deprecated paper) of its former loans ? 
France and HulLmd lent America money, 
during the revolutionary war. Cen they do 
it now ? And, if they could, would they do 
it, under circumstances such as now exist ? 
During the revolutionary war, though the 
commerce of America suflered greatly, and 
though the people suffered greatly from that 
cause; yet, the snffeiing was not what it 
wdhld now be. I'hen our enemies were 
powerful at sea. I'heir fleets were, in Eu¬ 
rope and the Wc^t Indies, equal to our 
own, in point of numbers. They bad a 

K werful fleet upon the American station j 
> powerful, at one time, for ours to ven- 
fdffe to face. Under the protection of these 
fleets, the Americans sent out shoals of pri- 
vatters, and carried on a great deal of trade 
tiilb tlMir meKbant ships under the same < 


protes^KUi. Indeed, during that wur ibH 
American mercantile marine increaseti j ethi 
the country was, too, greatly assisted by 
trade carried on under neutral flags. How 
completely she would now be destitute 
all these me.'insof alleviating her suflcringit, 
1 need not point ont. The contrast will 
present itself to every mmd, except, peN 
haps, to the minds of those, who negociab^ 
the rejected treaty, and who left the queitioa 
respecting the search for seamen •' often tbr 
future discussion.” To the minds of mttn, 
w ho could consent to enter upon any uego* 
ciation whatever, the non-importatioQ act 
held, in the way of a rod, over their backs, 
it would be easy, perhaps, for the American 
minister to make it appear, that his counbT 
is now m a better situation for war than she 
was at the beginning of her revolntimiai^r 
contest; but, certainly, not to the mind ^ 
any other human bi'ing. The late ministers 
talk much of the honour of the conntl^) 
but, 1 think, their opponents may safbly 
fy them to cite any transaction so dishonoue* 
able to the country as the entering upCQ 
this treaty, while the non-impoiration act 
existed. Tlie case stands thus: the Am^-> 
cans make a demand upon us; they demand 
of us to give up, to stipulate, to sign and 
seal away, a light of inestimable value to us. 
No matter, however, what be the nature of 
the demand, a demand it is, and, becanso 
we do not immediately yield, they pass an 
act for the well-known and openly avowed 
purpose of compelling us to yield. There hr 
something, too, in the silent language iff 
this act unbearably insolent: " we know 
" you to be a huckstering nation; we know 
” you to be under the sway of your sy»- 
“ rice; we pass this act to compel you to 
** grant us that, which, in the end, Wltt 
" ruin your maritime power; and, witK 
" this act suspended over your backs, we 
** will ncgociate w’ith yon." And, to our 
everlasting shame, they found in England* • 
set of men perfectly ready to enter opoa 
such a negociation. Thanks to the king,* 
we have got rid of that set of men, of Loi^ 
Holland and his little Scotch squad of flat¬ 
tering scribblers. This conduct on our part, 
was the cause of Mr. Jeflersun's boldness ia 
rejecting the treaty; and, indeed, his bold¬ 
ness was quite natural, after having seen 
us ready to enter upon a lu’gociatiun with 
the non*- importation act in existence, 
especially when he saw, that our n^- 
ciaturs had left the question of bis ariugant 
demand *'open to future discussion.” I'his 
was the main point; and, tlieie can be lit¬ 
tle doubt, that his ministers left heie, told 
turn to stand firm, and that, in the «sud| out 
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.reverses apoo tbe coatinent, joined with and, after which, we ourselves were .as* 
■ our dread the rioo-iroportation act, would gaged in speculations as to what wtHild fiiad- 
ioduce us to submit- Those ministcra must, ly become of us. Not such a pOace as this; 
• too, have perceived of what sort of materials but a peace which shall make every man 
Lord Hollandand Lord Auckland were com- feel conftdent of future safety, and that 
pose(^ they must have perceived that the shall deprive all those who would prevenPan 
whole thing was, with them, a matter of inquiry into the terrible abuses that exist, 
mere trade, and not of politics; they must of pretences founded upon the dangers 
have perceived the set of notions that per- of the country a peace that shall put an 

’ vaded the minds of the whole cabinet 5 and, end to that “ crisis of our fate,” in which, 

their opinion, upon this point, being sub- for so many years, tbe successive factions 
. mitted to Mr.'Jefterson, he would, of course, have told us that we existed. But, this 
..make his demands accordingly. So that, sort of peace is not to be brought about by 
‘itfain I say, that, if we have war with " motions for peace.” Motions for peace! 
America, the fault will be that of the late “ Mr, Whitbread’s motion for peace!” 
ministers and not of the present. The dis- What can this mean ? Why not make a 
pule is, however, now brought to a clearly motion for rain, or for fair weather? What 

understood issue. The Americans demand, sense can there be in such a motifin ? Tbe 

- that we shall give up the right of searching motion, it appears to me, should be for an 
their m<?rchanr ships for men; they have humble petition to the man, who has sworn 
passed certain acts to contpel us to submit that he will conquer us. There would be 

to tliat demand; and the king has, in the some sense in that, but, in ’* a motion 

most solemn manner, declared to the peo- for pence” I can •discover nothing that is 
le, and to the world, that to that demand rational j intdiing that has common sense in 
e “ never” will submit. It remains, then, it, except,'indeed, ii be lor peace upon the 
to be seen 5 It remains for the world to wit- terms stated in tlie pamphlet of Mr. Roscoa 
nes?, which of the two will hold to his (which pamphlet it bhall be my business, as 
word, K'yig George, or ‘‘ King Cong" ; it i.s my duty, to answer in my next number) 
which nation, after all the talk, has the least who appears to think, that we should be^>'.i^- 
fetjr of the other, England or America, fectly and pcimanently sate, to make k 

The officers, who have been selected to go peace, leaving all die ports and all the naval 

out, are of high reputation for valour, discre- means of the continent of Europe at the ab- 
iiqn, and experience; and I, for my p.art, solute dispo-sal of Napoleon, and who sees 
confidently anticipate ^ glorious result. It in that miliiiiry Emperor, no symptoms of 
would, perhaps, be as well, when t.hc seas a desire to do any thing more, than consoii- 
are clear-of ice^ which will be in the month date his authority and establish his dynasty 

flif April, Hot to wait for an attempt upon iu Erance.-Ilf. On Wednesday, the 

l^ova Scotia, which might be made from 3id instant, a debate took place, in the 
xorae of the Northern States; but to go and iioube of Commons, upon the following 
l^urn the shipping and knockdown the town moiion; " 'J^tiat an humble Address be pre- 
,«(J^Ealmouth, and iitflict the like punish- " seiited to ills IM.njesty, praying that he 
*iaent upon a few other places; that is to “ will be graciously pleased to give direc- 

..jBay, if the Congress do not, williout‘delay, *• tions tbJt there be bid before the House 

f ibce things in their former state, or, at “ ihe .substancp and dates of all information 
east, if they can be proved to have made " transmitted by His Majesty’s Ministers at 
any pieparaiions for war, it being manifest “ the Com i pt Copenhagen, at any perihd 
that such preparations are levelled at os. ** during the last year, respecting the naval 
' iTje effect which a resolute and prompt “ force of Heiim.'irk and particularly with 
mode of actmg towards America would have respect to any measures adopted to aug- 
Jn Europe, every man of discernment will " meut the same, or of putting it into a 

easily perceive. It would be one of the great “ state of forward preparation, or in pro- 
jireans of enabling us to obtain an honour* “ curing seamen to man (he same in any 

pble, a safe, a lasting peace, in Europe ; '* p,nrt tliereof.” This motion, at the close 

'such a jre.icp as would establi.sli it^ as an in- of a very long speech, was made by Mr, Ron- 
disputable fact, that the independence of sonby, the new loader of " 'the’gentlemen 
England was not to be injured by all tbe oppo.sitc and it was opposed by the mt- 
Jiacions of the earth combined. Not a peace, nisters, upon tbe ground, that the papers 
like that of Amiens, in which vye appeared could not, with propriety, be made public^ 
ias acknowledged underlings; in which, .evenifnecesssrytojustifythemeasurepfs^^-^ 
Notwithstanding all our endeavours tq d's* J ing tbe Danish Beet, and, that they were * 
guise it, wc .stood trembling for our lives;' necessary to t;|Ht justification, Atfhe^Ole 
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of tIteGGbatt a 4M&ion took place> when tbopaneshadbeenasgooda natl<}ift 

there appeared, ,for the motion 108, against are.a bad nation} if they had been towaiw 

it 253. This debate, in which there was a ns, as harmless in their futare probable views 

pretty fair trial of strength between the two and in their past conduct, as they have bean.' 
parties, was also a trial upon t^e subject of mischievous, still, if 1 had been minister, 
the Danish expedition ^ but, with the ex- I would, if they had rejected the preposition' 
ception of the information, communicated made to them, have seized their fleet and 

to the house by Mr. Canning, there was no- arsenals j because, tliough ever so willing, 

thing said, which had not, in substance at to resist the power of France, it was manifest 

^ least, been said before. That information that they wanted the abilit/; because, situ- 

’was, indeed, of great importance; for, it ated as they were with respect to our enemy, 

not only strips the Danes of that fine cha- it was also manifest, that they would have 
racter for inoffensiveness, which had been been made use of as instruments in his 
attributed to them by some persons, but hands, for the purpose of insuring oar sub- 
showed, most satisfactorily, that it was next jugation ; and because, having the power 
to impossible, that they couid have uHt any of my country committed to my bands,'U 
thing like shame or sorrow at giving up their is my duty so to employ that power as to 

fleet upon the conditions proposed by us. prevent every thing which manifestly tends 

The ministers took the ground of necessity, to its subjugation, let who will snfler from 

evident from notorious circums'ances; and my exertions. And thu is nonew mo- 

upon tliis ground,-which they should have “ rality.” It is morality as old astheh'lls 

taken at theflist, the plain common .seD.se of and the valleys. It is a niorajity which must 
the country and of maskitul is with tiiem. be adopted; or, we must confe.ss that divrv 
It was well to make known to the country, are certain political evils greater than that of. 
facts which were not boloregencrally known j seeing one’s country conquered, 
and this has now been done; but, it was, Ifesimimter, 5th Feb, 1808. 
at no time, proper to lay any stre.ss upon 

“ secret” information, because that was sure Ireland, as it is. 

cx/ite doubts as to the great pleaof ncces- Vindkx, I.etter III, 

^Sity. Some of those, who insist, that this Sir, —If there be any case, in which, 
is a new system of morality, upon which more than another, it behoves those, who 

we are acting, may, probably, be sincere j venture to state an opinion, to satisfy their 

but, I would ask any one of those gentle- own minds perfectly of the ju.sticc of their 

men, whether, if lie had, in the cour.se of a impre.ssion, it is that, wdiereiii,llieir opinion, 

year, seen Sweden iuvadctl through the if adopted and acted upon, would be deci- 

mcans of Denrnark; a hostile fleet lying in sive of the happinesisor misery ofmillion&of 

the ports of Norway, and another in those their fellow creatures. Yet, so indisposed or 

of Sweden, he would not have cursed the incapable is the bulk of mankind, to under- 

imbecility of those 'ministers, vdio waited take or exercise this important function of 

patiently, to see Napoleon effect an object, intellectual and independent beings, that 

so dear to his heart ? Match has been said there is no imposition too gross, no error too 

about the consequence of the future hatred flagrant, not to obtain the countenance and 

of'the Danes towards us. Tlie hatred of a support of the ignorant and unreflecting, 
•nation, I allow, is not to be wantonly pro- The facility of being deluded is the prerpga- 
voked } but, will any one pretd^d, that it is tive of the vulgar and unlettered ; andwhil^ 
possible for any future hatred of tlie Danes there are dupes there will be impostor#, 
to produce acts more hostile to our welfere, Even those who are fully competent to for^ 
than those of which Denmark has been a judgment, are the automatons of habit, u>- 
guilty for the last thirty years? In what fluence, or association, unle.ss where their 
way is the hatred of that nation to operate own immediate interests h.nng upon the ra- 
upon us? In the ^'ay of war to be sure.* suit of their decision. Public measures are 
Well, then, as I have, upon a former occa- of wide operation, and comparatively distajit 
sion, clearly shewn, they have availed them- consequences; and, unless their effects 

selves of every opportunity of proving t^ us locally felt, or faithfully expo-sed, the gene- 

the existence of this hatred for the period rality of'the people seldom bestow a thought 

above mentioned, without having recently upon them. This is more particularly tbo. 
dfscovered, in any part of their conduct, case, when the interests of remote parts only’ 
the slightest inclination to amend their of the empire are at stake, and the existeoiMi* 
tvays. But, in taking a final leave of of habitual prejudices adds to the facility nr. 
.{his subject (for it is liow pretty well ex- popular delusion. Weak men with heated 
Jhkbsted,) 1 -beg leave to re^tcat that if imaginations, and wicked men wlth.factious 
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objects are eqnally ready to promote their 
respective purposes, by stimulating the very 
worst propensities of the unthinking part of 
the community. No part of the empire has 
salfered, in this way, so much as Ireland, 
becanse no part has been so uniformly tra¬ 
duced, Tnisrepresentcd, aiul condemned, ei¬ 
ther in the whole or in pai t, by almost all of 
those, who have iindert.'ikcn to give to the 
British public an idci of its actual situation. 
We have had bigots of all sects, and pirtiians 
of all factions, amongst (he labourers m this 
department; but, horn the gross misstate¬ 
ments in parliament, do'v n to the unblush¬ 
ing igiioranct and t fliontery ot the wretched 
pamphlet by Mi. John Bovsl s, there has 
not been any stalemeiit niadi to the public, 
/ounded upon a comprehon-.ue com eptiuu 
of the ie.il extent of lush giievanco., and 
the absolute* necessUy ofr-di qinto rediess — 
In judging of the aoieal SI,.!'* of lit land, it 
would be absurd to appiv any btaiuhii cl, by 
which the circunistaiucs ol ^ii) oihci roiin- 
fry are usually estimated. Free vvilhout the 
benefits of the constitutinu, commercial 
without the possession of capit.al, and agii- 
cultural in spite of every ihsccniragement, the 
state of that country defies all parallel or 
competition, 'lo be justly asccrtaimd, it 
must be cstimaled as it is, without refeience 
to any other country j and the investigation, 
that is to lead to any i^eneral result, must be 
conducted with a view to the interests of the 
people, and not for locql, partial, oi party 
purposes. The great and immediate cause 
of the distresses of Ireland is the want of ca¬ 
pital; the intermediate cause, which pro¬ 
duces tbat want of capital, arises from the 
frequent disturbances, interrupting the pub* 
lie tranquillity, and endangering the indivi¬ 
dual security of the inhabit.inta of tbat coun¬ 
try j and the remote dr ultimate cause is to 
be found in the high rents and the exti;ava- 
gaot exactions of proprietors, proctors, and 
middlemen. This is the clyinax by which 
we ascend to the true souice and origin of 
Jlrish calamities. The statement may be un- 
palatnhle to the Iiish landlords, but it is net 
the less founded; and no one of them, in or 
out of parliament, will venture to contradict 
it. The fact is so well known to every one, 
in the slightest degree acquainted with that 
ciHintry, tbat it would require more bias*,, 
thSn Mr. Bowles has proved himself to pos¬ 
sess by writing on a subject, of whi^h he i.s 
totally ignorant, to deny it. But, I shall 
proceed to examine the precise manner, in 
which these causes respectively act, and here 
>»te shall find, that, though by a regular ana¬ 
lysis of their operation and series, tbeyjfol- 
W in the oidcr, in whicli 1 have placed 


them, yet such is the equality of their aedpa 
and reaction, tbat they reciprocally produce 
each other and are produced. The want of 
capital acts in a variety of w^ays to depress 
the people, and retard the prosperity of Ire¬ 
land. Most of the multiplied sources of 
employment and industry, which afford sup¬ 
port and wealth to the population of other 
state®, are absolutely shut to the people of 
Ireland for want of sufficient means to pro¬ 
secute them with success or efl'cet. Only a- 
single manufacture, and that confined to one 
province, diveisifies the labours of the in¬ 
dustrious classes. A country possessing every 
advantage of .soil, i.f climate, and of favour¬ 
able situation for ev'ery purpose of raanutac- 
tiir.s and commeice, absolutely languishes lu 
a declining state, because it lias not the op- 
poituiiity of developing its natural resources. 
The commercial jealousy of the English mer¬ 
cantile and manufacturing interests, at the 
commencement of last century, blasted the 
manufartui mg prospects of Ireland, as if 
England could suffer by the prosperity of 
that coiintiy. * The piesent century opened 
with souio piospect oi the extinction of that 
naiiowspiiit of monopoly, which construed 
the health of the extieniily, a.s the decay of 
thetuink. But it is in vain, that new pros¬ 
pects and a more auspicious feeling towards, 
Iieland picv.'ilv, the defect of capital cramps 
its ever; exci tion, and the unfortunate pro¬ 
pensity of Its gentry to emulate the expendi¬ 
ture of their more aifiuent neighbours in 
this country, and theii consequent exactions 
from those, who hold under them, keep the 
seeds of discontent alive, and close the door 
against the inti eduction of British capital. 
I’he industry of the people, therefore, is, 
and must be confined to the operatibns of 
husbandry and s^i^culations in land. Labour, 
like every thing else, which is to be pur¬ 
chased, most be similarly affected by the 
number and variety of markets, and the na¬ 
ture and extent of the demand for it. When* 
the vent is limited and the sellers nuinerbus 
out of all proportioUji the price niuit sink, 
and the cbmpetitiorfwill be, nut who shall 
gain most,' kit who shall lose least by the 
sale. ludisf^sable necessity obliges the 
unloitunate man, who brings his labour to 
*maiket, to dispose of it at whatever it will 
fetch, because he has scarcely an alternative * 
but illcmediahle want and starvation. But 
themieasure of his suffering does not end 
here. The same oveifiow of the market, 
that reduces the price of labour, enhances 
the rent of lands, and extends to the other 
extreme the sources of popular grievance, 
Many bidders produce high prices, and avart« 
cious proprietors take advantoge of the 
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mMid loA^to thflf ttutctionc. To this ft I MM|lieM|9» |£ pries of tha$(|}liC! low* 
ins^ be SBSvtnsred, that tbe oadettaking is i pniw die price of any one or two ^ tbe>ie 
voloaiary on the part of hira, who rents te t4is«d, it must follow, that there a cor« 
land, and that tbe propuetor has a tight to respondent redaction in the price of the re« 
dispose of bis property to tbe beat advantage mauling component parr oi parta of the prii;w 
But bow can that be voluntary, which is the of provisions Ihus, withm the last thirty 
fruft of dire and inevitable necessity Ihe jenrs thl lents of lands have been trebled tp 
labourer must come into anyurms, oi be thefirmers, and quadrupled to tbe peasant* 
destitute of the me ins ot subsistence for his ry, whilst the price of hbour hss scarcely 
family Ihe hiidl rdunqautionabi) liss a ahinctd o le fourth, indthe priceot every 
right to dispose of Ins land on the most id matcin! iie(tss''iy to cultiv ition has been 

vant-igeous terms, but as unquestionably he trebleo, so I'l ii, il the pi ice ot prov isions has 

18 bound in justice to laise the pnee lie tublcd w thin t'nt period, as it undoubtedly 
pays foi libour in the same pioportion, ih t his, it niii*-t be ob\ ous, tint the fainiei is 

he adds to the amount of rent for ‘ slml i ulcninifu d toi the idvinceof bis rent by 

Thus between the overclnigts of the land th'proportion iie adv iiue m the puce of his 
proprietors and mddletneii, and the under pi i hue but tint the uraissot thepeo- 
rates of labour, the pool ind oppressed pci- pie i*. subjcclrd to tuhlc thebuthen as to 
santiy aie scarcely able to ptocuie a wretch- pro\i>ons, uid (juidiuple Ihc oppiession as 
ed subsistence, bereft of nnny of the neces* to lenti, whilst iIkii me iiis have lectncd 
sanes, and totally destitute of any of the onlyi fiictioiiil ildition of one fou tb, or 

comforts or tonvenienciesof life It should ir most ont h ilf, duiin, the 1 ist Unit) jeirs. 

in this place be observed, that the agucultu- iiiis point is su n ptiblc oi aiiihractical ile* 
ral laboureis aie notthe s*)le sufleieis from nionstiiiion Jfwesu|}( e the pi ice of la- 
these ciuses. All the workifllj ciisse-* in boui tlurtyjeiis i^o to h no been os four, 
Ireland, except III the cities and urcit towns, iid th it the pioduee of liis labour was, at 
are cultivators, and consequently seveielj th it t me, lacquit^ to the iniiutciiaacc of 9 
affected by the extravagint rents dcmindcd pe is ml s f uiiil), w( m ly eh signate the pi IC 9 

for lands Ihe uncei taint y of employment, of pionsions or the rent ot Imds, at tbe 
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ayd the ambition of being indcpeiidint ot 
■^he market for sustenance, ni ike them sub¬ 
mit to any terms, in order th it they might 
have the means of rusing produce for their 
own consumption Ihe practice, therefore, 

IS geneial, when possible, amongst the poor¬ 
er classes in Irel ind, < t tilling a certain por¬ 
tion of lind for ttie support of their fami¬ 
lies In all the acts of the legislatuie, foi 
securing the rights of landlords or teinnts, 
•and regulating their respective intetests and 
claims, there is no provision whatever to be 
found, that includes, within its protecting 
operatlbn, this most numeious and oppiessed 
class qf occupants An abolition 01 com¬ 
mutation of tythes would not ailoid ichef to 
them, unless some effectual measures should 
be taken, to shelter them fiom the exactions 
of the land pi opnetors a nd middlemen The 
tenure, by wnich tbeyhold, is universally 
annual, and, if we may judge of the futqie 
by the past, there is too much reason to 
cdodude, that, so far as their inteiests are 
concerned, the removal of the burthen of 
tytfan would not be attended with any ma- 
titriid advantage.—The comparative cheap- 
nCM of provisians ts, in general, an indica- 
tww of nascent wealth and groWing prospe- 
rl^. In general it » so, but in this parttcu 
lar caao it is otherwise. Tbe price ot provi¬ 
sions is compounded of the price of*the la¬ 
bour, isnd^ and ipatenais, employed lu their J 


same peiiod, by Ihe same numcricil deno* 
minator four Ihe present price of provi¬ 
sions, of labour, and the rent c f lands let to 
the peasintr) will be clearly ascertained, by 
applying the piopoition ot their respective 
augmentation to this*common (jpnominator. 
Ihe lesnlt is, that 1 iboui, increased one half 
at most, IS now as s \ provisions trebled as 
twelve, md rents qu idi upled as sixteen So 
that, taking the avei ige ot rent and piovi- 
sions at fourteen, the dispiopoition, between 
the labourer s nece&sary espenditure and his 
meins, is nearly as two and a Inlf to one. 
Uudei such circumshnces, it w ould appear 
impossible for liini, to subsist himself and 
ms family by his laboui, and tbe fact would 
be «o, if the possession of a small portion of 
land, to laise produce foi their support, did 
not enable him to compensate for the lour • 
price ot his labour, and the extravagant rent 
of ^e land, b) the intense and incessant ex¬ 
ertions, with which he cultivates it, both be¬ 
fore and after bis daily work Tins state¬ 
ment alone will suftice to refute the calum¬ 
nies, so commonly circulated and believed of 
the lush peasantry, that they are idle, indo¬ 
lent, and lazy When engaged in the busi¬ 
ness of then landlords, or rather task mas¬ 
ters, who are anxious to get as much and pay 
as little as they can, they unquestionably dstai- 
not display ss much alacrity and efibrt, as 
when working for themselves. Jt {s not w 




human iratj^re to be recbiiOiWd to «ach an clad, ill fed, and worse lo^ed, . depNmd^t 

inequality hf eif^Uoa arid consideration, upon his own means alone for every neces- 

The wretched peasant, therefore, does not sary to restore health or sustain life, and ex- 

* feel scrupulous of withholding some portion posed to all the hardships of a state of sjavery 

of bi#^full and competent services, under a without any of the advantages of a state of 

firm conviction, that, how low soever he freedom,*tlje Irish peasant drags on a rower- 

may reduce the amount of his labour, it will able existence, embittered by intolerable 

•till be far more than an equivalent for the practical burthens, and incapable of alleyia- 

remuneration, which he is to receive. It is tion by the communication of any political 

not the peasant, tJicn, that is lazy, but his rights.—^What has been stated above renders 

employer, that is oppressive; and the reason it scarcely necessary to pursue this subject 

why the former always is supposed, when further; yet it will not be amiss to add ano- 

^ihe latter ought to be the impression, is, thcr illustration of the amount of the siiiferT 
because the characters of both aie uniformly ings of ,tbc mass of the people of Ireland, 

taken from the representations of those, who The population of that country is now ascer- 

think they have an iiiteres't in concealing the taiiied to be about five millions. Protestant 

real state of the case, because they would bigots will state it to be less, as Catholic bi- 

Dtherwisc become self-accusers.—^'.I'ho advo- go’is will perhaps represent it greater; but, 

cates of the abolition of the slave trade con- however it may suit the former to extemiate, 

stautly argued, that the indolence, imputed «)r i.he latter to exaggerate the fact, for tlie 

to slaves, was a consequence ot their unhappy purpose of decrying or enhancing theQatho- 

condition. If these very hiimaiie gem'.;- lie claims, public documents and political 

men had given themselves the trouble to calculation, prove,lhc population of Ireland 

' examine, but sujierficially, into the state and to exceed fiijs' millions of souls. Upon tbwe 

circumstances of the Irish pea.santry, who grounds therefore, I take its population at 

are accused of the same ineitness, they live millions; and, as in this inquiiy we 

would have found room for the exeicise of have nothing to do with sects or factions, I 

their philanthropy amongst a population, .shall, nccoruiiig to my former g'and distinc-* 

nominally free, but qclually subjected to all tion, consider that population as composed 
the miseries of bondage. They would have of two descriptions of person.s, the oppre^ • 
perceived, that the imputed (luality was but sors, and those, that are oppiessed. In the 
a consequence of the reaction of a reasoning former are incJmlecl all the land proprietors 
principle arainst outrageous oppression, and both ubsenlecs and residents, and all theva- 
they would have been <?ncouraged to engage rious denominations and classes of popular 
.in tJie Jaudjbh; woik of redress, by the ani- scourges, the middlemen; in the latter the 
mating pro.sp» ct of procuring comtoii f.n '■o whole mass of the laboaring poor; and I 

many millions of their fellow freemen and have reason to assume the number of the 

subjects. In truth, and ill fact, the conditn u lonueral one million, and that of the latter 

of the slaves in tlie West Indies, except in at four. Now, however accident, or good, 

the sentimental consciousness of freedom, is fojtunc, or unasual means from rare success, 

paradise, comp.ircd witli (he situation of the may enable some out of this vast number oc- 

unfortunate peasants of Itcland, I’or though casioually to varj' their regular coyrse of 

debarred of the actiml enjoyment of tlint first diet, the great staple of their support consists 

bles.sing of man in his civil state, liberty, of pr)tatoe.s. The average consumption of 

they po.ssess all the snbatantial comforts, that potatoes in a family of six persons amountx 

l“an be procured from it.s exercise, in their to twenty stones in six days, or twelve hun- 

, spherp. Well did, we ll fe-d, well lodged, dred and twenty stones in the year. The 

aud amply providi d with every nece.-.sary averages produce of aq acre of land in culture 

c-are and attendance, they, unhappy as a con- for potatoes is eighly-lwo barrels of twenty 

dition of slavery must be, are yet exempted stdncs each. From the.se averages of prp- 

from those anxieties and alflictioms, which duee and consumption wc shall find the epn- 

the vicissitudes of seasons and the revolutions sumption of the whole four millions, of pep- 

of property'ordinarily bring upon their own- pie to be forty millions and six bundrecl 

ers. \Vh.itever may' be the circunisranoes thoirsand barrels, and the quantity of jaqd 

of the planter, his slaves, as a mo.tt v.slnable nefcessary to raise that prucliice to bdabo^t 

part of his property, must be properly attend- five hnmlred thousand acres. It will, 'ri(!| 

ed to. The contrast between their situation doubt, be olyccted, that some portion of 

and that of tfcjS iteasants of Ireland, may be description of persons consume oflyer^ 
“■Bmply, thou^ summarily, described, in the of food, and consequently less of that, 
negative enumeration of negro ctimforts and is assumed, as t,lie great staple of tlS'eti’ sun- 

accommodations. Badly, or rather scarcely port. But, though'that fact be admitted,-% 
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can liaro no material ej^V".i$o6 the remit 
jost stated, nor upon that which is to follow. 
The average rent> paid, for potatoe land, by 
the^bouring poor, is much under-stated at 
six guineas per acre per annum, and the 
average rent of their cabips far exceeds two 
gutn^s per annum, whilst the average 
charge for tythes is at least fifteen shillings 
per acre. I’he result of these averages, 
which, I challenge any man of Ireland to 
<}uestion, is that four millions of the Irish 
nation raise a subsistence, such as it is, and 
God knows how miserable their fare is, for 
themselves from five hundred thousand acre* 
of land, for which, and tythes, and the 
. wretched hovels, they in general have to 
/dwell ill, they pay by their labour alone 
to theif oppressors of all denominations, 
the enormous sum of five million two 
hundred and ninety thousand pounds, Irish 
currency, annually !! i I-et the land proprie¬ 
tors and middlemen, who, in prosecuting 
their selfish objects, reprgsent themselves as 
the people of Ireland, refhjct upon this 
Statement and invalid.ite any i(#m ofit they 
caiii let them bt.ite, if they dare, or shew, if 
they are able, that the clergy, who are by 
^3w entitled to one tenth of the produce of 
the land, in demanding little more than on« 
,<'|enth of the rent, exacted for that land, arc 
to be considered as the oppressors of the 
people; let them ask themselves this tre¬ 
mendous question, whether a population so 
oppressed can be wedded to theip privations, 
or dread a change; and if, after this process, 
they shall persevere in bringing a case be¬ 
fore parliament, lot them take care id pie- 
pent themselves in a character free of suspi¬ 
cion, and with such a representation of the 
real grievatice.s of their country, as may lead 
to a radical and complete investigation of its 
actual«situation, and terminate in such mea¬ 
sures, as the wisdom of parliament may re- 
•cominend for the comfort, tranquillity, and 
happiness of the whole nation.- —— I am. Sir, 
fiC, —ViNDEX', - London, Jan, 26,1803. 
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Spence rod you ire df opinion,, that BHihi 
18 independent of commerce, becattse ctroa-* 
merce creates no wealth, or at least 
worth noticing; but,' Mr. Spence makes w 
distinction (a very proper one in my tpinioQ) 
between the wealth, and the prosperity of M 
nation ; and says, that, though a nation ma/ 
be is’ealthy without being prosperous, it can¬ 
not be prosperous, without, at the same 
time, growing wealthy : it is, therefore, in¬ 
cumbent upon you and Mr. Spence to shew, 
not only, that commerce creates no wealth 
directly, but also that it does not promote 
the prosperity of tlie nation, before you caa 
decide that the nation is independent of tt. 
Mr. Spence affirms that manufactures create 
no wealth; but at the same time, he attri¬ 
butes to manulactures the flourishing st^e of 
agriculture, whence all wealth, according to 
him, is derived; for what reason, therefore, 
he should not have attributed to commerce 
a stimulus of a similar kind, I ant at a loss 
to guess; since, 1 think, it may be clearly 
proved, that, both commerce and mauiifac- 
turesact upon agriculture, in the same way, 
and that commerce affords, at least as much 
encouragement to agriculture, as manufac¬ 
tures do, because it not only promotes agrt-' 
culture directly, but also encourages mantt- 
lactures, which, by Mr. Spence’s acknow¬ 
ledgment, extend agriculture. Thinking, 
therefore, as 1 think, thatcunimercc encou¬ 
rages agriculture in both the above ways, di¬ 
rectly and indirectly,! cannot say that I an 
one of those enlightened persons, who feel no 
joy at a new market being opened to oar 
manufacture.s; or that I can see any laige 
branch of our commerce cut off, or in con¬ 
sequence of it, a considerable manutacture 
destroyed, and the manufacturers turned out 
of employment, without some degree of 
pain. It seems to me. Sir, that if a new 
market be opened fur our goods, an addi¬ 
tional spring is given to .our manufactures, ot 
our agriculture j and that, on the contrary, 
by cutting oft'any part of our export trade, a 
check is given to both But, Mr, Spenc% 
makes another distinction, which is between 


Sir,- -If the subject of commerce be 
not grown too stale for your Register, (it'is a 
pqbject, I hop.e, that will be long interesting 
to Britons) I beg leave to send you a few ob¬ 
servations, upon the new doctrine, promul- 
' gated by you and Mr. Spenw*, * that Britain 
is independent of commerce,* Amidst ^our 
.numerous correspondents, 1 have not seen 
^ any who have attacked your principle, al- 
'^thoiigh it seems to me to be not very defen- 
"jitble.' I'com'e, therefore, if not in due sea- 
'j^, in dita. order, to storm the citadel, after, 
’'ttdbdtwbAs have been danisigcd.——Mr. 


goods of more or less value, and says that 
commerce obtains for us luxuries in ex¬ 
change for more valuable commodities. Mr. 
Spence, himself. Sir, lays it down as an 
axiom, that the prosperity ef a nation con-, 
sists in expenditure, uot in parsimony; and 
it is evident, that if consumable artidof, 
wine, tea, tobacco, or even Mr. SpenceV 
new luxury, nitrous exyd, be imported m 
exchange for our linen, and our hardwa re, 
the export of our manufactured goods.nflfy 
go on increasing, year by year, ^or ever: and 
1 should think It was equally evident, if wn 
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horded up our wooU^ns ^nd our hardware, 
or exchanged iheth fisr ftetian u>arb!e, or for 
American.bars of gold; that in a short time 
iwe should have none of our own goods, or 
Wore iparble or gold bars, than we should 
know what to do with, or that thej: would 
be of no value, because nobody would buy 
them. Mr. Spence says, that the land pro¬ 
prietors' ought to spend their rents for the 
goddof the nation, that luvaries offer, and 
ought to offer inducements to them to spend 
these rents; but, that he means home made 
tuxuriea: now, is it not the same thing, 
Sir, with respect to encourageineiit to the 
'ndanufacturer, whether the rents of the na¬ 
tion be spent in tobacco, and paid from Ame¬ 
rica to our manufacturers for tlicir goods, or 
whether the mmiey be paid by the land¬ 
holders for goods immediately to the manu¬ 
facturers ? But, here Mr. Spence and you turn 
upon me and say, then the connnerce is use¬ 
less, cut it off, or let the landholders buy the 
goods of the manufacturers: and, I agree, 
that this would answer exactly every pur¬ 
pose, if the landholders could be induced to 
purchase the manufactures; but, unluckilv 
they are already supplied with as much 
woollett and hardware as they want; let the 
manufacturers then, say you, be employed 
about something that the landiioldcrs do 
want. Now, it lies upon you and Mr. Spence 
to show what these articles are which the 
consumers will want, and which the inanu- 
^Cturers can supply: for my own part, I be- 
tieve, it will^be found,that no such articles 
can be supplied at home to the same extent 
that commerce can supply them j and, if 
80 , it being necessary, that the land proprie¬ 
tors should spend their rents, that luxuries 
should offer inducements to them to do so; 
that the more luxuries arc offered, the great¬ 
er the inducement; that home manufactu¬ 
rers cannot offer so many or great induce¬ 
ments, as manufactures and foreign com¬ 
merce together can offer, it follows that fo¬ 
reign commerce is necessary to the prospe¬ 
rity of the country; the conclusion is ineyi- 
Hablo; and it must not be forgotten that, as 
Mr. Spence states, ‘ for the constantly pro- 

* gressive maintenance of the prosperity of 
‘ the communitjr, it is absolutely requisite 

* that the cia.<is of land proprietors should go 
' on progressively increasing their expendi- 

* tore,’ It lies therefore, npon you and Mr. 
SMDce to show, how the fortunes of 
tBlO,000 and of *6*20,000 a year in this 
conntr)', can be spent home manufactures. 
7 *At page AS, Mr. Spence supposes an ob- 

to be started, ' that although com- 
*'inorcedoji^ not increase the wealth of the 

* twii'on directly, H way do U indirectly j 


but the of wealth by cow' 

roerce is (be dpieion here controverted,* 
says Ml*. Spepce. But, here. Sir, I should 
think, that Mr. Spence must have forgotten 
the title of his book, because Britain As no 
more independent of commerce, if com¬ 
merce increase her wealth indirectly, dtan 
if it did so directly; and, in order to prove 
that Britain is independent of commerce, it 
must be shewn that commerce does neither 
the one nor the other; or, at least, that 
Britain can do equally well without it; 
which, 1 apprehend has not yet been proved. 
Mr. Spence says, that it is in consequence of 
the consumption of so great an amount of 
foreign commodities in this country, that 
there is so great a consumption of our ma¬ 
nufactures by Ibieign nations; apd, who 
ever doubted this fact ? But if thisconsump- 
lion of our manufactures by foreign nations, 
in consequence of our consumption of fo* 
reign commodities, adds as much to the 
wealth of the nation by stimulating agricul¬ 
ture, .1-5 if tliat wdalth had been created by 
commerce,^ (vhere lies the difference, apd 
what does it signify, whence the wealth‘‘is 
deiived? If (according toMr. S.) the land 
of the country produce ^'120 millions a year, 
and a sixth part of the population be em¬ 
ployed ill producing it, that sixth partoftlw 
population will consume 20 millions, ana 
theie will remain one hundred millions, one 
half of which is exported in some shape or 
other, and the remaining half is expended by 
the manufacturers for home consumption : 
on this slate of the case, i cannot perceive 
why the nation is not indebted for its pros¬ 
perity, as much to the 50 millions exported 
by commerce, as to the 50 millions consumed 
by our home manufacturers; and, it appears 
to me, that the nation is more prosperous, 
not by 4 or 10 millions at most, as Mr. S. 
states it, which may be gained by trade (and 
which, I believe, is not gained atall) bntbythe 
whole 50 millions exported in our produce^ 
or manufactures.—But, say you, the nation 
can do without commerce, betxtuse com¬ 
merce is only an exchange: hare the money 
is, and it may be applied directly to the 
maintenance of the manufacturers, if the 
land proprietors chuse it. The manner in 
j* which this money is to be so applied is the 
case in point. Supposing any great check 
to the export of our manufactures, you do 
not suppose, that the land proprietors (or 
rather the home consumers whoever they 
be) will immediately boy the prj^nce of the 
manufacture. No ; for I remember in 
number of your R^ter, that yen sute^ 
the manufacturers to be thrown mtf at «%>, 
ldoym«ot| and fxo^ that, 




' dbaii) the tonMiiilers, and 


that not one 

acrS nior6 can; . cukivated, until the 
■* number of EUanufitctarers shall'increase.’ 
Mr. Spence, in obviating this difficulty says, 
that < we have the remedy against any great 

* checK to our manufactures in our own 
' hands, and that it is only for us to spend 
'"the money, which we beforener/ed in to- 

* bacco, in a new coat or two a piece, to the 

* encouragement of our own home manu> 
. * factures, and all is well again.’ Mr. 

Spence, Sir, is 1 dare say a very sensible 
man, and of yonr understanding, Mr. Cob- 
bett, no one, I believe doubts; it is lament¬ 
able theft to see how far sensible men ma^ be 
driven aside by a favourite system. It is an 
obvious qnestion to a<>k Mr. Spence, and it 
is wond^ful he should not have asked him¬ 
self the qnestion, who is to oblige, or what 
motive is to induce the consumers of this 
country to purchase a coat or a year, or 
aqy other sort of our manufacbires more 
than they want. Mr. Spence says, man is 
naturally selfisb, and we w’dl know, that 
seltish persons are to be acted upon only by 
selfish considerations, Mr. S. must know, 
■that it i.s not his profusely saying, * if we are 
such slaves to our appetite, we prove our- 

* selves unworthy of existence as a nation,’ 
that will make men in general spend their 
money in two coats, when one is sufficient, 
instead of in those luxuries, to which, they 
have been accustomed most: as if Mr. S. 
■was conscious that this pbn would not suc¬ 
ceed, he adds in the next page, that govern¬ 
ment should interfere, and employ the idle 
manu&cturer in making roads and new canals; 
upon which then, you observe, ‘ that they 

* mighljust as well be employed in throw- 

* ing stones at the moon}’ in which .senti¬ 
ment I fully agree with you. But, besides 
that their work would be useless, alas! 
Mr. Cobbett, I believe, you and I shall think 
them hard times, whenever our manufactu¬ 
rers shall apply for assistance to government. 
But, Mr. S^nce, perhaps, putting this con¬ 
sideration out of the question, (for 1 am nf>t 
acquainted with his political sentiments) 
Diay say, * still here the money is; it is not 
' sent abroad for wine or for tobacco, and if 

our manufacturers cannot be employed by 
it^ at least they may be maintained; afld 
the ^ney may be raised, as all money for 
government is raised, by taxes.’ Upon ibe 
supposition then, and this is the fair supiK)- 
sition, that Buonaparte succeeds in annihila¬ 
ting our commerce, all our manufacturers 
on' goods for fUreign consumption j 


hem Mr. 
{1%, that * the pro¬ 
be always in proper 


all oat setimen em^ed in tbelr 
in impoftiiig vrbat we purchase with ^ 
most be maintained by govemniait, 

, their parishes. Now, Sir, 1 ask Mr. 
j and yon, or any other men ofundTcrsttlnd^, . 
whethea in their tqimion, in such a state of 
things, manuffictiires and agriculture would 
flourish; or, whether, on the coutraiy, ma- , 
nufactures would not diminUh, agricaitore 
would not decline, rents would not fail, and 
such a scene of distress and misei^ ensue in 
this country, as the stoutest heart in it would 
fear to look upon? Desiring you, or Mr.. 
Spence's answer to this questbn, I take my, 
leave of you for the present, and subscribe 
myself, your obedient servant,—. 
22 , 1608 . 


“ PERISH COMMERCE. 

Sir,— —When I first perused the ex¬ 
tracts from Mr. Spence’s ** Britain Indepen¬ 
dent of Commerce,” wbidi were inserted ja 
your Register, and the remarks made by you 
thereon, I entertained the same opinion as, 
yourselves that national wealth is neither 
created by manufactures, nor is derired from 
foreign commerce; but, having read the 
work itself, and having given,the subject, 
more mature reflection, my opinion is very 
much altered; and tliimgli I now think that 
agriculture is by fer the most prodnclive of 
the three branches, yet I do not agree with 
you that there is not any national wealth 
created by manufactures, nor that there is 
not addition to the national*wealth, de¬ 
rived from foreign commerce. The doctrine 
you contend for, appears to me to be sup¬ 
ported by erroneous positions, fallacious rea¬ 
soning, and unwarrantable deduct ions, which 
as far as they relate to the position that no 
wealth is derived froin manufictures, ‘ it is 
my intention by the present communication 
to attempt to controvert. It is stated that . 
the rent which the tenant pays to his land¬ 
lord out of the proceeds arising from the 
cultivation of his estate, and the surplus pro¬ 
fits which remain to himself are wcialth ad¬ 
ded to llie national stock; but that no such 
weiilih is produced by the profit of the roas¬ 
ter manufacturer, nor by the wages of the 
common manufacturer, (which it is truly 
stated do not amount to more than is suffi¬ 
cient for his bare subsistcnc’e.) The rea¬ 
soning in support of this position ll>at no 
national vi^alth is produced by the profit of 
the master manufaciurer is this. ‘‘Tiro 
“ master manufacturer may acquire riches, 

“ but lire whole of his gains would be at 
“ the expence of the land proprietors, andr 
“ no addition would be made to the utuion- 
al wealth.” And the foUowlng castf'is 
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jidduced as d deto.oostraUon. If a coach- 
" maker were to employ so many men for 
" half a year in the building of a coach, as 
** that for their subsistence during that time 
** he had SO quarters of corn, and if we 
** 8U]ppose that he sold this coach to a land 

a rietor for 6o quarters of corn, it is 
ent that the coachmaker would be ten 
quarters of corn richer than if he had sold 
it for SO quarters, its original cost. But it 
is equally clear that the land proprietor 
** would be 10 quarters of corn poorer than 
** if be had bought his coach at the prime 
cost." This being the case, the following 
remark is added. "A transfer then, not a 
creation of wealth has taken place, what- 
" ever one gains the other loses, and the 
** national wealth is just the same." Mr. 
Spence, in the passage which I have just 
quoted, supposes that the master manufac¬ 
turer derives his profit at the expence of the 
land proprietor, and lliat what the former 
gains the latter loses; but, this I entirely 
dissent from, and do contend that the latter 
has sustained no loss in parting with his 
corn, for he has got an equivalent in the 
coach in exchange for it. I say, Sir, an 
equivalent, for if the coach can be sold for 
(>0 quarters of wheat, I maintain that it is 
worth that quantity. An article is worth 
just as much as it will sell for and no more. 
What other criterion is there to jiidgc by ? 
Can you, Mr. Cobbett, or can iJlr. Spence 
point out any other ? The labour of the 
workman, and the''ostftf the materials then 
amount to 50 (|tiaittTs of wheat, and the 
coach is sold for (io quarters of wheat, then 
there must obviously be a clear gain of 10 
quarters. It was stated by .Mr. Spence, that 
the surplus profit arising tiom the cultivation 
of land, is clear gain after the cxpences at¬ 
tending the cultivjftUMi and the maintenance 
of the cnltiv.itor arc deducted, 'i'hen why 
is not the surplus produce of (he coach 
equally clear gain. There does not appear 
to me to be the least diliereuce between the 
two cases. In the one the value of the 
• corn, horses, cows, sheep, and other articles 
on tiwi land depends on the pricxj they 
will sell for. In' the other, the value 
of the conch depends on a similar con¬ 
tingency. I do, therefore, tlvuk it is qititc 
clear that the profit which the-inaster manu¬ 
facturer derives from the manufacture of the 
coach is clear gain to the nation.^ And, I 
think it will presently appear that the wages 
of the common workman are equally so. 
Your correspondent Wroc, and my old anta- 
vajtouist (I’be Game Cock as he modestly 
called himself in his communic.atlon on the 
dyifiiniou 61 the -ea, but who has pioveJ to 


be a downright 

he termed roe in tbatX|^ oS^reji 
master and joiirneynaqtj tf 

they had not been employed ifi buildfiog; the. 
coach, must notwithstanding have etiten^ 
and would in point of fact, have consutned 
the same quantity of food. In answer' to- 
this, your correspondent says, to have eaten 
without producing something in return, 
would have been attended willi a diminution 
of the wealth of the country. Now, I think 
it is clear that to eat upon any event, whe- 
, fher upon the event of juoducing something 
i in returiB, or upon any other, will be produc- 
I tiye of a diminution of wealth. And, I 
think it is equally clear, that if the manu¬ 
facturer must have eaten at all evefits, afid 
have thereby occasioned a diminutioij of na¬ 
tional wealth, the coach w'hitrfi he p«bdnces 
must be an addition to that K is'ttf 

him as manufacturer the pnblic'Is indebted 
for the coach, but it is not to him as manu¬ 
facturer that the public loses the food ^hich 
he consumes, for •■he would eat that food 
whether he \fcre a manufacturer or not. If 
the dimiuuVion of f«od were owing to t&3 
manufacture of the cpach, it might be then 
with reason contended tliat no accession of 
wealth w'as produced by means of the manu¬ 
facture, not more so than if by entering a 
sh<)p and taking away 21s. in silver, anc^• 
leaving I guinea in gold in excliange, I 
should add to the wealth of the shopkeeper. 
But as the diminution of the food is entirely 
distinct and independent of the nianutacture' 
of the coach, this manufacture must ob¬ 
viously bo a source of wealth, as much so as 
if 1 take the 21s. from the shopkeeper fn 
taxes, and pay him one guinea as a remune¬ 
ration for vending in his shop certain arti¬ 
cles of ray property, this one guinea would 
be an accession to his w'eajth. To ascend 
to a much higher subject, but whiclrl can¬ 
not forbear noticing oa account of its stri¬ 
king analogy. The ocean loses its Waters 
by evaporation, and is supplied by rivers, 
now as this evaporation is wholly uncon¬ 
nected with, and not occasioned by the- ri¬ 
vers, ‘hose rivers are undoubtedly the souroe 
of, the .‘c.a; and s» as the consumption of 
the manufacturers food is not occasioned by 
the manufacture of the coach, the manufac¬ 
ture of the coach is indisputably a source of 
wealth to tlie nation. Those are the obs’et'- 
vations which have presented themselves to 
my mind, in opposition to your doctrine tliftt 
manufactures are not a source of wtealth .to 
the nation. I shall at present confine myself 
to this subject, and will on some future o6- 
casioii enter into the consideration, of, 
and uttcinpt to answer the exceedingly cth^. 
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jeotionabje naati;«r wbifib I find,in many 
other parts of Mr. Sp^hce's pampM^t, parti¬ 
cularly that which relates to our foreign 
mnamerce in both its branches of export and 
fmpoljt.’——G- Jan. 23, 1803. , 

" FEKISil COMMeSOB.” 

SiH,-'You observe in your strictures on 

comniesce, that foreign coiniD^^-rce does not 
produce wealth, and that the manufacturers 
of Birmingham and Manchester might be bel¬ 
ter employed in cultivating the land. I am 
not a merchant, nor am 1 connected with 
manufacturers ^ but I have travelled through 
■some of the mining and manufacturing parts 
of England, and the following observations 
have occurred to me. If I am wrong 1 shall 
be happy to be corrected by your better 
judgmeot.—I believe I am pretty ne.sr the 
truth when I state that as much iron oie, 
at the mine, as would make a pound of iron, 
would hardly cost a half-penny, and the coals 
and lime-stone to flux it perhaps a half¬ 
penny more, or thereabouts.. The m:u j- 
rials therefore to make six poun A of iron wc 
wifl say costaboutsix-pence, at the fiiinc. Af- 
it has been fluxed, and gone through the 
' process necess.iry to render it malleable, it 
js sent to Birminghini; then it is made into 
steel, and of this steel the ingenious mann- 
♦’.eturers of that place make articles of the 
Value of ,i 500 and upwards ; 1 know dress 
swords have been math* tin re of that value. 
But for the illustration ot my argument, we 
will take the more inodcMatc sum ot i'rjO. 
This sword, or whatever oilier aiticle ot the 
value of s€50, is exported and sold for that 
amount in a country pi oducnig cotton. With 
this sum we will assume that lOOOibs. tf 
cotton may be purchased. This cotton is 
imported into England and carried to Man¬ 
chester, where, we will s.iy, each pound i-. 
manufnotured into articles of the value of 
10s.; and It will be admitted that it may he 
fabricated into goods of much greater value. 
The lOOOlbs of cotton Mill therefore, when 
rO^Bxported in a nianufjctured stale, pro¬ 
duce a^500. With this <g500. lO.OOOlbs, 
of cotton may be purchased and again im¬ 
ported into England. Now we have 10,0QP 
lbs. of cotton, which may be manufactured 
into, a thousand different things for the 
convenience and comfort of the rich as well 
as the poor of this country. Is not this leal 
wealth ? And more truly so than either gol4 
or silver ? And what is it that h.is pioduced 
this wealth ? why the labour and ingenuity 
of oor countrymen employed upon sixpence 
worth of iron ore and coals. What is it 
.Uiaj:,^ produced this fogennity } Is it not 
cQopmefce, and were coiumerce to perish 


wout;! not this ingenuity perish along wi^ 
it, and would not the towns of Birmingbafiffpj 
and Manchester, whete this ingenuity la, 
exerted to Uie greatest extent, he desertetl 
and perisli also ? And how could yon em¬ 
ploy their inhabitants in any other way so 
productively as this ? Wc now acquire the 
productions of the veiy best lands and the 
fruits of the labour of other countries by 
their industry at the forge and loom iastea'd 
of the si .^nty crops which their labour would 
furnish if employed upon the sterile waste 
lands of England.—In your lucubrations on 
this subject I perceive that money, as a cir¬ 
culating medium, is excluded, and food sub¬ 
stituted, in Older, as it is said, to siropjlfjr 
the question. But is this feir ? Is not the 
laboiirof the Englishraenemployedon theiron 
of England as much the production of our 
country as the corn raised by the cultivation 
of the soil ? And is not clothing a neces- 
i.iry of life as M’ell as food ? Or take it in 
ymir way, and call food the only national 
wealth. Will not haid-wure, will not 
maoufjctured cotton, instead of wine and 
tob-icco which uo doubt are superfluities, 
puiclia,egrain in foreign conntrie* ? I con. 
tc'.s I cannot answer these questions in suc- 
a manner as to enable me to accede entirely 
to the opinion wliirh you have supporteh 
with your usual ability; and I therefore 
propose them not as'a disputant, but from a 
leal wish to liave my doubts resolved.—I 
am aware that my -story of the sixpenny 
worth of ironoiv and'coals, may, bear some 
resemblance to that of thegiil and her bas¬ 
ket o)‘ eggs; but my iion oic is not as pe¬ 
rishable an article; and, as I insure iny 
goods, I go upon better grounds than that 

unlucky pethouage.-II.-24/A Jati. 

1803, 

. OFFICIAL PVPERS. 
WrSTruMiX.— King Jeromps Proclama- 
lion, duted Caael, l^lkDer. 180/. 

We Jerome Napoleon, by the giace of 
God and the Constitution, King of West- ^ 
plialia, Flench Prince, Ac. &c to our good 
and faithful subjects, and inhabitants of our 
kingdom of We.stphalia, greeting :—^West¬ 
phalians, Divine Providence has pointed this 
^ra in order to re-unite your scattered pro¬ 
vinces under one august institution, together 
with neighbouring families though strangers 
to each otl^pi.—I come to ocatpy this throne, 
prepared by victory, raised by the assent of 
the greatest powers bf Europe, founded on 
a title no less sacred, by your real interest. 
—Too long lias your country suffered from^ 
the pr(*tbn»ion< of families and the intriji^tejiy 
of cabinets you were exposed to ail ih» 
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«lteaif<ei of vMlriu. tiqi vntir ^re excbided 
alt tW KtHmlM of pdace. Soma of 
y&u onlv raap^ tba barren hon^tr 
af aoneaif^tilietr names to treaties, in which 
tt(^b)n| 'km overlooked hot the well-being of 
ffa^ vfho inhabited them —How wide¬ 

ly mtfbfanf are the results of the wars stirred 
^f^tMt the august bead ot ray house ! It 
b Aar nations that Napoleon has conquered} 
i^each of the treaties he has concluded, is 
a lHep farther towards the end proposed by 
Bis mighty genius, of giving to entire na- 
Itonta puiiiical existence, government and 
Uwa dictated hy wisdom, the establishment 
to each ot them oi a conntiy, and the dire- 
Hctlon herealter of none in that deplorable 
nullity, in winch they were equally unable 
cither to steer clear of war, and avail thera- 
aelvea of peace.—Westphalians !—Such was 
the issue of the battles of Marengo, of Au- 
aterlitz, of Jena , smh now is loi you the le- 
ault of (he raemurable ti eaty of I'llsit. On that 
tiny you ebtaineil the first of blessings, a comi- 
tty. Far be now lemoved from your recol¬ 
lection those scatte''ed dominations, the last 
result of the feudal system, which prepared 
a master for each city j these ditfereni in¬ 
terests are now to form hut one ; your mas¬ 
ter now is the law ; your piotector, the 
Atonarch, who is to cause it to be respected: 
henceforth you shall have no other.—-Wtst- 
pbalians, you have gut a constitution adapt¬ 
ed to your manners and to your interests: it 
Is the fruit of the medituions of a gieat man, 
and of the Experience of a great nation : its 
principles are in unison with the prei>(-m ^tate 
of the civilization ot Europe, and are big 
witb prospects of improvement, which will 
far overbalance the sacrifices which this new 
Older of things may impose upon some of 
you. You must, thermore, attach your¬ 
selves to it with confidence, since upon it 
rests your liberty and your prosperity.—In 
ascending the throne, 1 contracted the obli- 
iption of making you happy, and 1 will be 
Mithful to It. The equality of the modes of 
. religion shall be mamtaiued, property as- 
stu^ and guaranteed. Thus shall there be 
established between me and my people an 
alliance of wishes and of interests, that shall 
never ch.ingc. Westphalians, your stive- , 
reign henceforward relies on your fidelity 
and inviolable attachment. 

Baazit TsAns—Circular JLfttet’from the 
Portuguese Amtaisador to the Gweruor ^ 
the Ulwnd of ]St. Calkerine, and Condt* 


kiiowk^tAndmit (ftk tf 

/tdivory, 18C«J. '* 

Agreeably to the letfiv wbfd) i hid the 
honour of addressing yon, under date of the 
4th January of the present year, and in 
which t explained at large to year excellency 
the motives which induced me to unction 
the si'ndtBg out of British merchantmen tp 
I the island of St. Catherine, provided that 
their cargoes consist of articles hitherto re¬ 
ceived into the custom house of Portugal, I 
have now to request that you brill be pissed 
to ordei'tbat the ship——shouldbe admitted 
into the custom house of that island, the 
captain or master of which, (wlio is the 
bearer of this letter), you wlU permit to un¬ 
load and sell his cargo, and give directions 
that no more duties shall be required of her, 
than were paid in Po^cgal for the same ar¬ 
ticles ; and also that those duties should not 
be demanded unt^ be has sold and dispatch 
ed his cargo^ in every particular conforming 
to the practice of the custom house at 
—And as it may possibly happen that yp&r 
excellency may not yet find yourself anthd^ 
iitcd to consent to the sale of such cargoq \ 
1 eainestly request you that at all events y/ 
will be pleased to allow that they should V 
landed and properly warehoused, and that 
you will order that the ships should nucKHr 
ill that port, waiting there with their crewa« 
without molestation, until your es^llency 
shall receive the instructions and orders of 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent <|li this 
head.—^Your excellency will observe, th^t^c 
bearer of this letter ought also to pfesnfit you 
witb the manifest of the darg^ confirttie^ 
by me, and the licence of the 
council j to fulfil the conditions of #nid&. 
your excellency will be pleased to i^irder 
officers of the customs to deliver to-tfin 
bearer a certificate of the rraular discbaii^ 
of the artides specified in sudi oHufifeat. 

Conditions.A. That all mercbsatiildi^* 
ing to make adventures to the Brssils 
out waiting for the regulations of his 
highness, shooM be obliged to take 4 lieake 
frbm the privy council, which wQl point <kM: 
the port that will be agreed on 1^ bis ex^e^ 
lency Mr. Canning and me, aaid to whicB 
alone they roust give bond to 
That every master, end every shipper/lnll 
l^^ethe usual btmdi at this custom fimtih 
for the due delivery at the cattom lupm ef 
the said port, 

fTo h etmtlttuiij' 
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* W9)t{a h« Ux. flKW piefceiiig t'W ^h«n wo 'Ost 
» iii4W)d. Who ctt^tOi^fiht^dlh^Mhiacitceo 
** trorrof?''-^—Potifioti, l^oitTM. 
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SUMMARY OF^POUmcS. 

Coxs 4.&AXN8T Str6AK (cQtttinued ftom 
ps)ge ^8).-—»-’Wlx(W« i wrote the ertide, 
here referred to^ wMc^ wao on MWedneaday 
last. I had not seen any of tbd advenisd^ 
mentsi which I have since seen, for meet¬ 
ings in several of the counties to agree upon 
petitions against the bill, which is about to 
be brought int6 i^irliaraent for the purpose 
of causing Sugar to be used !o the distUlenes 
instead of Com. It was not till after my 
Register was gone to the pjress that I saw any 
of these advertisements} andn^t I could ea» 
dtf perceive, that, a^Vast the effect of pub- 
Itcaiiona, Hewing tbroogb so many chan* 
aelsi and at a rate so rt^d, fhe Register 
would stand no chance of succesa; T thought 
it would be useful to write an address to^ the 
Freehdders of Hampshire upon the snt^t, 
whit^ I did on Friday, and which address^ 
sili,.R i^led fo evem part of the country, 1 
UMMolto be inserted in m many news^upers 
as i could, giving tt a fair chance against the 
adverdsemesits and paragraphs, which those 
newtMPm were circulAtIng upon Hie other 
s)de' 0 f<^<iaestiQh«->«---Thi 8 Address I shall 
now imeet here, and shall then submit to 
the reader sixdt Hddidonal observations as ap- 
to lilt^ lo assist in the removing of 
Aihit Cif error, wbehce alarm of the 
1ltt«l«dtS!iiKR^ end tube-owners, and fermors 
sfl^fe mvo Proceeded.' , 


to tah Mtxa^otoBBS ov HAarsKias. . 

•Oaiirttaiiaa,—^s one of yottrse^^ 
I tidse the libeTw to addriMf yon Mponf the 
snh|ec( of e bill iottauKd to Im shortly 
brought befem partiamdot, the dbjecS df 
widen hn4o«sustHU6jltR*to be used |ti the 
8q|^MlaadHcotl8Ud,{|isteBd 
wbira is how thwein 

F«t paany nluoilb pett, gentlemen, tuhro lark 
atthe of teh 

Ciii&ilP9jN^ Yfae argutdesit ws b^ien 
(met>WeluhmR»gfbeeniii thO'hsbiriifW’' 


Hottidlf infhumty * hiige' tparntn^ (i^ corn) ‘ ‘^Jte msHtotsfor their corn, (heir horn §ttm 
^Aipnulfcsvv bMb fQllWf lTOl9lM^M>tAy 9Xi>f 


a UBrr of iMtOMndsooS and ascurtty. the prospect 
iin aMaoiM eye to tqo Beltie, die view beosum dfearv 
of a StiojrtKiiOp, tf Uuktew, or a wm without 


Baltic t^inst os. at tliesathe tfidefiiat th« 
unjust and insolent demohds of Atnetice 
leave os no ground wherooif hf dtmfndQpon 
a supply of corn from that etfunlry/ltlsjsvl- 
dent, that, unless we can, fn sonae ^or 
other, add to me quantity of corn hrlndtrced 
at home, we mtwt, in proportion to'Qio 
quantity 6f tKirn qow impohed, wperience 
additional distress, if a'year of scarcity should 
unhappily arrive. The froth of this conclu¬ 
sion every nun admtte, and the nation, with 
voice unanimous, exClaim, Let us, as we love 
our lives and hate the yoke of a conqueror, 
add to the quantity of the corn produced at 
home.——Now, gentlemen, qne way of ad¬ 
ding, 'n effect, to the quantity of any thing, 
is, to obtain some other thing capable of be¬ 
ing made use of in its stead. Thus, if a 
nun's tufnips ran short, he gives some cab« 
bs^es to his cattle, and does thereby, in fact, 
'add to bis quantity of ferntps. Upoh this 
plain prineijAe thp jktUg's ministers have the 
intention of brInidDflMfbrwdrd the bill above 
described; apd.Ttpinsf, IsbOhmthink, he 
evijlent to &r6rj akio; tihat, If we bring Sugar 
from oui colonial to supply the place of the 
corn now used In the dlstrlteries, tWe wiH 
be in the country so much ni<ne com to he 
Used tn the way Of fOoiL ^hich is the vefy 
effect that wd are all sqhtittibUS to see pro* 
duced, and to produce which effect the sitoa* 
ftoo (ff our colonics and ohf 
this moment, apknowledg^, on all handle, 
to be peculiarly favourable,—-Evident,' 
however, as these truthy appear to me, and, 
ns I think they wjll appear to you, a great * 
I ejnmour has, by sqme' of the landpswoerv 
‘ and corn-dealers, b^ raised against the th» 
tended bill; the alarm of these gentlCiiMat 
,itavingi aR of a sudden, changed Its natural 
iVomadiwlKiof a rvunrfiy ofcorn, they have, 
in the twinktirq^ Of an eye, faUen Into a 
• dtead of tho great e pteAM of corn; end mm# 
of them Is^t, '^srt, if ‘the intended bijff 
'should become a law, the /armr* wiif Be¬ 
come haakfopts, bemuse, having lokfohqi 
‘ i^Jle maidmtsfor their corn, (heir horn 
Jm.a Wd will hot be aHo ‘ 

groundidiit'thib Ods .plain;!, moto bttso^’ 
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than this reasonlitg, 1 do not nsmomber to 
havo met vitb in the courseuof my h^c. 
What! is plenty the former’s ruin ? Is aim- 
dance to be a soosce of national danget ’ Is 
cheapness oi com the people's curse ^ The 
funner has poor-rates to pay as well as rent, 
end, you all well know, gentlemen, that he 
has more to* pay in poor-rates when corn is 
(leA thin when corn is cheap; yon know, in 
foot, that the amount of his poor-rates keeps 
in exact proportion to the pnceoi corn; 
you know, also, that what is not given in 
times of scarcity to the bbourer in increased 
poor-rates must be given him in mcieased 
wages j you know further, that, if the far¬ 
mer sells hts corn cheap, be fats his hogs 
eheap, he feeds hts horses and cattle cheap, 
he keeps his servants cheap; and, indeed, 
you, who are farroeis, well know, fiom hit¬ 
ter experience, that the greatest evil ot your 
lives were the high prices of the years 1800 
and 1801, an evil which you feel to this 
bonr, and which yon will feel for many yeais 

yet to come.-But, gentlemen, I beg you 

to consider the sweeping tendency of the 
piinciple, upon which me intended bill is 
objected to, which ptinciple applies tp all 
cases wherein an increase in the produce of 
corn takes pbee. According to this princi¬ 
ple, to improve the land already enclosed is 
an evil, because such improvement will cer¬ 
tainly add to the produce of the land; that 
increased produce will^a^ certainly lower the 
price of com (unless more mouths are found 
to eat It); to lower the price of corn is, ac¬ 
cording to the opposers of this bill, to ruin 
the former; and, therefore, if we admit this 
principle, to improve the land already en¬ 
closed is an evil. And, gentlemen, what 
shall, then, be said, of new enclosures ? It is 
the general dpinion* that new enclosures 
^use an addition to the quantity qf corn 
produced; it is the opinion of many of those 
who oppt»e the bill, that the way to prevent 
scarcity m England and Scotland is to bring 
large tracts of waste lands into cultivation, 
because, they say, that the quantity of corn 
pranced would thereby be made greater 
fbna it now is. Supposing this to be the 
case (and that no new mouths are created to 
cat such addition to the produciO the pricA 
com win certainly be towered by the new 
enclosures; the lowering of the pri^e o( 
corp will faerepgaja# occ^ing to the oppo- 
Mrs of the bill, roi^ the former; and, 
fore, upon their principle, those new CikIo- 
• tures, which th^ themselves rmresent as 
' l^ing necessary to the salvation of the coun¬ 
try, would be a gyeat natiooal t^il, The 
tight, ^however, in wl^ch the 
ibeh»'ge»)]eoieii> oondact^appears the mmt 


clearly, is tbis,'tbat, for « tong series of yeiit 
they dave seen com bronght iufo Engkn* 
and Scotland from foreign countries, wi ‘ 
having, in any one instance, compl 
against it, an likely to ruin tbefinmers. 
there is no foreign country (bat edn send 
•any corn; but our lands in the Welt Indies 
aie able to send us sugar that will supply the 
place of the corn that we used to,get from 
foreign countries; and, observe, that we buy. 
this sugai of our own countrymen, and pay 
them in dax and wool and iron and tin and 
copper, all the natnrai produce of our own 
soil, whi^e the coin which we drew from fo¬ 
reign countries was, for the greater part, 
paid for in gold and silver; and yet. Gentle¬ 
men, strange it is to say, that the persons 
who oppose the intended Bill, who call 
themselves the friends of liv* farmers, who 
quietly suiFeied eight hundred thousand ^cax- 
ters of corn to be brought every year from 
foreign countries, would now fain persuade 
those same farmess, that they will be ruined 
by the bringKig in of that which will snppiy 
the place ol^at most, three hundred thmsaad 
quai ters of corn, that being the fall amount 
of what is used yearly in the distilleries. Nay, 
gentlemen, these same persons have no scra¬ 
pie to express their sorrow that the supply 
of foreign corn is cut off by the enemy, and 
their wishes that that supply may be again 
renewed; just as if 800,000 quarters of torn, 
brought from abroad, would not tower Che 
price of our com produced at home more 
than 300,000 thrown'back from the distilte- 
nes; and yet, gentlemen, tbU opposers of 
the intended Bill call themselves the friends 
of the farmer. There may be some fonfieis 
so easily misled, so completely blinded, as to 
believe this, and may canry their folly so for 
ns to be induced to join in a petition to parr 
liament against a bill which tbey^ are (dd 
will mal'e corn cheap; but, I trust thftt tha 
farrnct sot Hampshire have'too much good 
sensq to be so deceived; and that, at any 
rate, if the petjtion, which is talked of, ahdala 
bd sertously proposed, we, the ffecholders ia 
general, shall apt be so shamefully deficient 
m ijtiedoty we owe to ourselves, to the poor, 
and to onr country, as tosnfiW U to be ear¬ 
ned, without sudi an opposition on oar part 
as shall convince the parliament, that'it 
spelts not the sense'of the chunty.—*1 afo, 
^c. « < 

It vras imt untU t!)|s Idler was writ* 
ten, that 1 was infon^t that nAH. 

YonjK0 was one eff thja |kritons, ,hsd 
been examined bj'tfie committee that fe* 
porthdjti favour of the intended ^bljU^^fauff 
.that he ei^essed h||i decide^ opinloilH^^it 
the lufiering arif sugar to bedimochiiim k 



> J^jk. yr^tmhti, I <iQ4«r' 

WB9 atser QxajOijiited l^efoirtt tkci roW' 
^oa gave ^11 opinion, oo the latne 
- -I’he readers of the Register will 
lect, that my colotnos h^ve, of late, 
been a good deal devoted to Mr. Young. To 
both the^ gentlemen, indeed $ but, first to 
Mr. Yonn^ I had given it as my opinion, 
that l^nglaud (meaning the whole of the 
^ kingdom^ might exist, in safety and great- 
’ness, independent (ff commerce, Amongst 
those who were of a Afferent opinion, there 
were some who maintained, that we were 
unable to grow' corn enough for, our own 
consumption. I replied, that, if commerce 
ceased, there would be more hands to culti¬ 
vate the land, and not more mouths to eat the 
corii.——Mr. Young, who was the most 
formidable of my opponents, took great 
pains to convince me, that, for rears to 
come, we could not raise corn enoogn to feed 
ourselves. He showed, that w'e had been, 
importing for roarnr yeys last past, to the 
average amount or 2,000,0()p of pounds 
sterling a year; he insisted, that there was 
no remedy but that of btinging the waste 
lands into cultivation by the means of a Ge> 
iteial Enclosnie bill; and, be acktiowledged 
that this must necessarily be a work of time. 
—^In short, this was what he said: impor¬ 
tation is now necessary; to put a stop to the 
necessity of importation you must augment 
your domestic produce; to augment your 
domestic produce you must enclose new 
lands, but this will be a woik of time —— 
Now, as Mr. Young desired to see more 
com produced, and an importation, uinil 
^more corn could be produced, I wonder (for 
*1 have not yet seen bis evidence) what ob¬ 
jection he could possibly have stated against 
the importation of sugar to supply the place 
'of cor^i. Mr Young tells us; indeed be 
proves to that our average import of corn, , 
for the last twenty-ux years has amounted to 
two millions sterling; what objection, then, 
ttould he have made against the importation 
of sugifr, to supply the place of corn, to the 
amount of about half a million a year > He 
was cdarmed at the shutting of alt the foreign 
corn ports-aninstus; and he is now oiafm- ^ 
ed^ apparently in a greater dt^ree, at the^ 
opening of a port in our own cdlonies for 
something that will supply the place of parf 
pf our corn.——Mr. Wji^Briij:.D (see page* 
501) took the pains ,(o fnrnish mo with a 
Statement of the importation of corn for 
many years past. ‘‘‘'From fSbO to 1801,” 
says he, •* we have, on an averagd jn^orted 
“ the enormous Quantity of 1,4474®® 
ters yearly,” of tahent only, 1 b^feve, he 
tpeaus. llien he proceeds to a desciiptios 



^ th^^rfnl dengere vw iiatise (o « 

' lyom the s^log op the foreiL 
peyCSv' '* the Hst^40 years,*) ittya’i 
%e have heen,e»changSbg oQrg^>^ 
** odr silver for subsistenw, apd now e 
** Older of thiagshai arisen. It is ttote op 
** longer a questtoo of commercial 
no longer a matter of profit dod loss, who* 
**’ther the past system is^to.be pursued. 
" However willing we may be to enm'** 
'* other countries, to vivify the agriculture, 
and stimulate the industiy of other na- 
*! Uons, we shall not be permitted to pur.^ 
** chase the agricnltara! produce of .the cofi- 
'* tineot. AJi the corn ports of Europe ar« 
" closed, and all the wealth of these inlands 
** will be unable to purchase a supply of food 
*' from the continent. To such observation*! 
"• as 1 have keen addressing yon, 1 have not 
*' unfrequently heard it remarked, “ wheat 
** is only about fOs. a quarter.” So much 
the worse on every account; the price is 
'* too low to stimulate an increasing and 
** productive tillage; this low price'decuives ^ 
us into a dangerous security. Eten sub' 
'* pose it to aiise wholly from a boonlim] 
** season, and in nothing to result from the 
** present corn laws, still by next August or 
*' Sept it will be all consumed, and Ihen a 
'* month’s hard rain, or should mildew 
Wight our crops in one week, what will 
** be our prospect ? bow general will be the 
" distress and pressure of scarcity ? To what 
** country can we look for aid ? ypon im- 
'* port firpm America we cadnot depend, 

** eviHrlf we continue at peace with the 
United States. Thus, then, it appears to 
" me, that a due consideration of the,sub- 
" ject brings the painful conviction, mkt ' 
we rely upon Jbreigtt import to an alarm- 
** ing and dai^etous extent ; that from an 
" e^ort of six hpnared thoosand quarters 
opcorn annually, we have gradually come 
*f to require an import of nearly a miflioti 
" and a half of quarters; that inywrs of 
scarcity we depend upon foreign supply 
for nearly a fifth of our consumption^ anda 
" that in ordinary seasons we depend upan 
” importation Jor a seuenih part of our sut)- 
** wfeace."—Noifr, what practical pur¬ 
pose could this gectleman possibly have ''n 
view, but that of impressing our minds wiih 
the persuasion, that we shnitld be in great 
danger from the cutting off of the foreign 
supply of corn,' and of stimulating us to an 
increase of our domestic production ? And 
yet, be is now alarmed, he now feels eid/jh- 
^ipae/ alarm, because a measurtf is aboht 
b& adopted, that wdl introduce fi;om''oot' 
own colonies, annually, about a fifth parf e# 
much corn, in the slwpe of sugar^ at bi^ 



ar9] FOtmCAL REOISTER.—Com agahsi Sugar. [^$0 


fore introdoeed, from foreign s^tet, in the 
shape of com! In mt^ddress, above inserted, 

i took the average annual imppi ration at 
00,000 quarters; but, it appears from 
Mr. Wakefield's Statement, that it bas^been 
1,44)^500. of it/Aeal only, during the last 
6 yean. Have the farmers been “ rui/ied" 
thereby? I|ave they found any want of a 
W'arket ? Has not their corn borne a good 
price? Do they not drink wine? Do not 
their wives have their parties ? Do not their 
daughters make a villainous noise upofi the 
, piano ? Well, then, if they have survived 
and even become luxurious in their living, 
tinder diis impoiration ot 1,447-dOOquarters 
of com annually, can Mr. Wakefield really 
fmr that they will "be ruined now that 
300,000 quarters are to be impoited, in the 
shape of sugar, all the otlierebnnnels of im¬ 
portation bung completely stopped up ?—— 
I'lr. W.ikefieKl has another letter, wliich 
will be tound iii'-erted in (lie present nuin* 
bet*. When 1 “aw Ins name at the bottom 
ot it, 1 expected to meet with some sa~ 
thfactoiy explanUtion upon the principal 
points of the subject j but, I most confess 
that I met with nothing but disappoint- 
menr.—-He divides his matter under three 
heads. He considers the proposed bill, 1st, 
as to the claims which the planter has to its 
benefits, at the expence of the farmer, 
upon the score of right ; 2ndly, as it will 
afiVet the revenue, in which he apprehends 
that it will produce a defalcation $ 3dly, as- 
it will operate with respect to the,J|piera/ 
interests of the nation. The quenten of 
right is of no importance, until we have 
settled the point, that the bill will be in¬ 
jurious to the farmer, and which point, 

I think, must be settled in the negative. 
As to the revenue, if • Mr. Wakefield will 
but suffer the sugar to be distilled, ^will 
srenture to answer for the government’s 
taking c.'ire that the distillation shall cost 
enough in the way of taxe.s. It is, indeed, 
a subject ot serious alarm, that a thousand 
‘or two of gallons of gin sh^nld reach the 
lips of hackncy-coarlimeii, unhallowed by 
the touch of an exciseman's rule. Let 
Mr. Wakefield look at tbe body of tax- 
gatherers (hat this countiy supports. Would I 
that Buonaparte could see them all, geptb 
and simple, nuble and plebeian, drawm out 
upon Sali4>ury plain (for no ot^er place 
could exhibit them at one view); for he 
must be something more than mortal 
not to be dismayed at the sight. What! 
'*wd>*n e.u U man of tliis innumerable 
host ii nfnxd with the power of entering 
hotfses, pivtng into every corner, lockjng 
•p foemv dtul vats and furnaces j clapping on 


bia seal, at the sight d( which the owner 
trembles as if it were tbe seal of tbe Hot^ 
Inquisition. When this is tbe case} wh 
every man’s neighbour, servant, and chijitfia 
invited to be a spy upon bis actions, as ^ atl 
relates to tbe evasion of taxes, is it possible, 
that a man like Mr, Wakefield should object 
to a measure, upon the ground of its heing 
likely to relax the rigours taxation? 
There is one objection coufded with this, 
which, however, is worthy of particular 
notice. Tbe bouses, &c. for distilling corn, 
Mr. Wakefield says, cost a large sura of mo¬ 
ney; the|rade, as now carried on, requires 
a large capital; but, that a distillery for sugar 
will cost, comparatively, nothing; that, 
theiefore, tbe introduction of sugar will ren¬ 
der large capitals useless in the trade, and ri- 
valsbip will reduce the piofits to a bare sub- 
sistance. This would be an excellent ob¬ 
jection for a great distiller to make in his 
counting-house, or in a whisper to his part¬ 
ner ; but, 1 think,* he would take special 
care to disguisfe it from the public, and more 
particularly Iroro those who have to legislate 
for the general good, to whom, supposing 
them to have even a small share of very com¬ 
mon sense, it must be evident, that the 
smaller the capital required to carry on 
tiade of any given magnitude, the greater 
tbe benefit to the state, in which that trade 
is carried on; and that, if the trade, which 
now gives opulence to a few, can be made 
to provide subsistence for many, it is, I think, 
a thing most ardently'to be wished.——I 
now come to Mr. Wakefield’s third head, 
under which 1 did expect to find something 
to the point; something in the way of di¬ 
rect answer to w hat the “ learned” call the 
argumentum ad hotninem, contained in my 
last Register and in my separate address; 
soinetliing to explain the apparent ineonsist- 
ency of earnestly recommending an aug¬ 
mentation of produce one day, and th4 
veiy next day expressing alarm at a 
measure that must, in effect, uugnient life 
produce; something to explain why no 
remonstrance was made against the itnpor- 
tatipu of 1,447,300 quarters of corn annu¬ 
ally, if tbe importation of the means of 
saving SOO.OOOqdaitcrs is to ruin the farmer; 
something to explain why Messrs. Wakefield 
and Young were so alarmed at the shuttingof 
tb^ foreign corn ports, if it be true that tbe 
importation of what will supply the place of 
corn ought not, upon any account, to be 
imported; something to Explain why these 
TCntlemen recommended new enclosures aa 
Uie means of adding to the quantity of 
our com, if it be true that .the trifling addition 
of 3(X},uoo quarters a year take away .the 
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motive to protloce corn.-^Mr. Wakefield 
does, .indOM^ at the close of his letter* 
inoouAce his intentioh of treating more 
wljr upoa the of tiuhswes in his 
nej\ which he politely declines doing at 
. present* lest be should occopy mo much of 
my Toom; for which I thank him; but* 
I certainly should* upon this occasion, have 
been very glad if he had paid less regard 
to my convenience. In the mean while, 
however* and, as it were to stay my longing, 
he refers me to his sentiments (upon this 
pait of (he subjecr), contained in ^former 
letter, which sentiments we will now ex¬ 
amine. “ Inclo&ures,'* says be, “ i^rit par* 
*' ticular consideration. If they snould'be 
" fmeed upon the farmer, it will augment 
" the evil [the evil of cheap market] of 
“ which 1 am complaining; but if only 
** encouraged by means of facilitating 
** enclosure bills, bringing of the waste 
lands into cultivation will not proceed 
faster than thejointprosperityof thefarmer 
and the country will warrant. Inctosures, 
however, will rather betbe eifhetof prospe- 
** rity, than its positive parent, thdugb, after- 
** wards they will have the effect of uphold- 
ing and perpetuating it." Now, though I 
do not undei stand this clearly, 1 may, 1 
think, venture to assume, that Mr. Wake¬ 
field would wish to see something done 
in the way of enclosing; and, that ho 
thinks, that enclosing more land would add 
to the quantity of corn produced. If this 
be his meaning, then 1 should be glad to 
know, why that addition, whatever it might 
be, would not injure thefarmer in the same 
way that the intioduction of sugar, to be 
used as corn, would injure him. If this 
be not his meaning; if he does not believe, 
that an addition to the quantity of enclosed 
land would make an addition to the com 
produced/ why enclose at aW* At any 
rate, 'there is an essential diilerence between 
Mr. Wakefield and Mr. Young: one is for 
^Oery slow process in the way of enclosure, 
uie other for a general law that would set all 
the adventurers and speculators at work in a 
moment, What Mr- Wakefield means by 
forcing eoclosurcs upon the farmer, I really 
cannot comprehend j and, indeed, the 
whole of this passage appears to me. to be¬ 
tray evident signs of a want of clear and set¬ 
tled notions, in the mind, whence it pro* 
ceeded. Mr. Wakefield was (see his letter^ 
page €35, strenuously contending, that tbs 
prices of corn were too low, He was about 
to,devise means for raising and keeping^ up 
tbs-price,of com; but, it occurred to mm* 
gi it naturally must, that, as (according to 
the general suppoiitioo/ which be appears 
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tp have adopted), new cnejt^tN would u.*'* 
ciMSfttbe quantity of corp already raised, 
and would, of course, teqdto bring the pidco 
still lower than it now Is, it was uecessary 
to guard against (his objection ; }'et, he 'did 
not like to say, that enclosures were mis¬ 
chievous. He, therefore, endeavoured (u^ 
steer a middle course; and, as it mostly hap* 
pens in such cases, rendered himself perfe^lv 
unintelligible. There was, besides, anotLth 
difficulty, ♦bicb Mr. Wakefield fairly gave 
the by, namely, that of impyovement ; 
for, if, as he contends, the way to make 
corn plenty is tp r«se and to keep up the 
price of it; if plenty is to be product 
only by dearth (^d "lord, wb4t an idea 1) 
then the way to have a superabun¬ 
dance is to put a total stop to d^ing and 
chalking and claying, ana to romuring and 
improving in every way and degree!——-In 
the letter, whichlinsert in another part of the 
present Number, Mr. Wakefield notices 
what was said by me, in the last Roister* 
at page 644. He says, he thanks me the 
idea of the corn used in die distilleries and 
breweries being thrown away. He is very 
welcome to it as far as it is mine; but, he 
will please to recollect, that I did not say a. 
word about breweries, aud that the idea was/ 
in fact* his owu, the words only belonging 
to me. He says, however, that I have im¬ 
puted to him a meaning not his. I.et ns see 
if this be so. He had said, that, in order 
to provide against a time of scarcity, that» 
to say, against the e^is attending a seamy 
crop, w'e must, in common years, produce 
more corn than we consume in food, and 
that the surplus must be used in distilleriesi 
That is to say, said 1, you mean, that a part 
of the common crop must be bought of the 
farmer to be thrown away ; for, as food, it 
must be thrown away, or it answers the pur¬ 
poses of food when it comes out of the still. 

1 see no “ fallacy." And Mr. Wakefield 
allows, tlKit, as food, (lie corn used in the 
distilleries is thrown away. The farmer, 
indeed, receive* the value of it; but, that 
value must come out of the labour of the * 
consumer of the spirituous liquors; and, by 
the nation, the corn is really thrown away, 
(upon the admission of Mr. Wakefitld) who, 

■f consistent, will reitainly allow, that the 
threwuig of it into the sea would answer all 
the purposes full as well. He was driven tp 
this acLiqwledgemeiit; because I h.id re¬ 
minded bifti, that, if the hot liquors eaved 
food, thi^ mouth that fed upon them would, 
wb(m the stilt ceased woiking, fall upon the 
com ip some other shai^, and that, then»,p, , 
tlie still would certainly be no '‘jjranary” 
agattut a time of scarcity. He was, then.- 
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lore driven to the otiioir horn of the diiemine i 
and 1 leave the r'eadc^ to iiidge of the set of 
principles, which OpoU fead^this gentleman 
to cenclnde,. that, in order to be provided 
against a year at scarcity, a certain portion 
«f the produce of every common yearmiust 

be thrown into the sea.-In answer to the 

luntotiv-viewed argument, that tbe barley^ 
fanner would suffer greatly, I had said, that 
‘*4he demand would regulate the pro¬ 
duction,'* . This Mr. Wakefield denies. 
■'Bp truly says, that this denial requires 
explanation, but, if I understand his expla> 
nation, it is by no means satisfactory. 1 
said nothing about bad years or good years. 

1 ^id, that, at all times, tbe demand would 
regulate thehroduction, meaning, of'course, 
upon an avensge of years. Is barley dearer 
than oats ? A greater proportion of barley 
is'sure to be sown the next year. Are oats 
dearer tlinn barley, (as is the case at present) ? 
A • similar ejFect is produced. Thus, the 
farmer is, and always will and must be, 

' directed by the market; and thus there is, 
upon an average of years, sure to be a due 
proportion of every species of produce.—— 
In another part of his letter, he supposes 
me incapable of forming a correct judgiiient 
upon this matter, because I am not a prac- 
iicai farmer ; as if, in order to reason cor¬ 
rectly upon the operations of self-ititerest, 
it were necessary to know bow. to manage 
an arable farm. But, I am told, that there 
are some lands, whereon barley is grown, 
that will iiofbear uheat. 1 noticed this be¬ 
fore, and I said, tliat, if they would not 
bear whekt. they would always bear oats, 
which may serve as an answer to Mr. Bell’s 
Messenger, who is very much alarmed at 
tbe prospect of destroying the grass which 
succeeds the barley, and which, it is well 
known, succeeds oats'full as well as barley. 

' Suppose, however, for argument’s sakf, that 
there atre some lauds that will hear no corn 
but barley. It is a strange supposition; but, 
admit it for the sake of the argument. Let 
«tbose perverse lands bea/ barley still, and let 
others, which now bear barley., and which 
;»re more accommodating, in their nature, 
bear oats or wheat. If .all Hampshire, for 
instance, were made up of the perverse 
.klids, and all Surrey of, the accommoi^tuig 
landf. I’ll warrant that the’tvhple or tlie 
cd^, when raised, would find its .way .very 
qpickly to the precise spot where it^w^a^ ir^St 
viranted. It'is nonsense, tfien,| it is-h^Iy 
.unworthy of a.pian of any mind'tp'st^er 
himself to be. liM to dabble In.spt^ 

’ nko arguments,—tLet ds nov? take one imprn 
view of Mrf WsAefield's “ granarf* which 
is to arise from the throwingaivay at a^rtaln 


portion oftheprodpceof every ft1^n4ant,ahd 
even every edronson, year., Froth the 
present state of the continent/' says, h^ 
lowards the close of.tliis, his .last', Ibtm^ 
we cannot import. This” (tbe corn thrdwn 
away ibrdugb the distillertesy ** is, there¬ 
fore, our omy resource. Take it away, and 
one of two things will follow, either this 
surplus quantity of food will no lob^r be 
grown, or a new population will arise to 
consume it; which ever happens the pro¬ 
duce will not exceed the demand one.yatv 
year with -another j and if, while we can¬ 
not import, we have neither an export to 
retain,tnor'a surplus luxurious consump¬ 
tion to convert into food, we- are without 
resource, and exist „at the mercy of. the 
seasons” This is the old argument, with 
the addition of the circumstance of a sup¬ 
posed increase of population as the conse¬ 
quence of an increase in the quantity of food. 

But, let us examine - a little more mi¬ 
nutely into the efiect of this supposed “ gra¬ 
nary.” .Lgt us suppose a little nation 
growing a thousand quarters of corn annually, 
in fair years; that it contains a thousand 
people, and that each person eats annually a 
quarter of corn. Now, says Mr. Wakefield, 
I would have the nation, in fair years, raise 
an additional 500 quarters to throw away; so 
that, when a year of half-crop comes, each 
person should still have his quarter of cbfn. 
There may be difference in the degree, but 
lltc pri nci pie is the same, —This would/mdeed, 
be setting the seasons at defiance; it would be 
to take a bond of fatebur, it would al¬ 
so be to set human nature at defiance; it 
would be to assume an absolute coutroul over 
physical and moral causes. Does Mr. Wake¬ 
field consider, that there would be labour 
required to produce, the 500 quarters to be 
thrown away? Does he consider,/hat the 
land, .for the purpose of raising‘tHiese -500 
quarters to be thrown away,, would be worn 
bare ?—The veiy worst effect that tbe op- 
posers of. the proposed measure anticip'at^ 
is a dlminUh^ produce. A diminished pro¬ 
duce would-sorely be .accompanied .with a 
reil in tWe land; and rested is land enr,i<^ed; 
aiM Imdenrkh^ ready for the plough is the 
best poraible resource.. One year of short crop 
nwei^ yet was greatly distressing In this king¬ 
dom; it’ cannot, from the nature of things, 
bh soi and,'if. there jare rested fields alivayi 
ready'for. the plo^h, .tbefe’ean bhobiy.one 
year^of.short cB^ at.k time. It .thiert- 
fofe, 1 think, , be found, afier aQ, mat ifie 
tffily rdsocyree safi^ly.to.he relied oO, the hpjy 
gfapary. against, a time of scarcity, tte$.in 
tbeb^m of theeat^h, and in'that To.fe-t 
sighb tha^ Inltiltts^ wlKbitt, ithlch 



«|53 , 

teacbi}$ Ae owners of com to be slow in the have mMe public.-—-He asks* and well he 
supply,« and the corisnbers to be sparing In mayv ** with what Ace the late minlstera caft 
^ consumption.—«If the 500 waste oppose Ae iotentied bill ? ’* them 

M^rters. pf the aboveslesGribed little na* the measure^ did, io Act, originate. TWy 
compel the nation to use o///and propo^, it Is true* only to pemif sugar to 
(and this is what Mr. Wakefield wishes to participate with corn in the distilleries ; 
see), the consequence will be, that there out, (heprindple is the same; for, either ‘ 
will be no reserve manure, no rest io the some sugar would have been used, or nones 
land,.tiostore of the meant of production. If none, then the measure would have 
and, of coarse, no means of making np been nugatory: if some, then, whatever 
. tav any deficiency that may, from whatever was used would have thrown so much 

canse, arise.-In adverting now, by wsy com back upon the people to be con- 

of conclusion, more immediately to the sumed in food. I was, therefore, utterly as- 
measure proposed, 1 cannot refrain from tonished to see, that Mr, Windham, who, 
agein observing upon the apathy oil the land* in general, reasons so correctly, had spoken 
owners and the farmers while such a Jaige as if he intended to oppose the bill, which 
importation was going on. If the West opposition, supposing him to have approved 
India planters had 300,000 quarters jof corn of the proposition made \shil& he was a mi- 
to import, it wonjd have required a godd nister, cannot be considered in any Qlher 
stock of assurance in any land-owner, or light than that of /flc/iotts.—The West 
farmer, to have objected to the importation. Indians and their interests, though 1 think 
Where, then, is Ae difference to them, their interests as much entitled to attention 
whether the thing come in the shape of corn, as those of any other class of people, I leave 

or in the shape of su^r*?-Since I began entirely out of the question. I am contend-. 

writing this article, that is to«ay, since yes- iug for the general interests of England only; I 
terday, 1 have received a letter upon the and, what a monstrous thing it is to hear tne 
subject from a gentleman of Ais county, farmer (with the land owner at his back) J 
who appear^ to be well acquainted with all say, let me have a high pike (at my corn } 
its details. 1 insert bis letter immediately distil it; export it; throw it away ; no mat- 
after that of Mr. Wakefield, and, I am ter what you do with it, so that it brings me 
persuaded, that it cannot fail to produce an a high pi ice There are, says he, hundreds 
effect favourable to the measure proposed, of hogsheads of sugar, which are spoiling 
Another gentleman Aanks me for my ad- in the king’s warehouses 3 these, employed 
dress to the Freeholders, aud says, that he in the distilleries, would cause a saving of 
is certain, that if the couftty were polled, corn ; but, such a use of them would lower 
there would be a majority in its favour of the price of wy corn, and, fherefore, tlio 
fifty to one. Another says, " nothing but man who proposes such a measure is an ene- 
“ the worst sort of selfishness, guided by my to the country ! Any assei lion requiring 
. extreme folly, could have sugge.sted an op- so much assurance never, surely, was before 
position toa nieasuresonbviouslycalculated heard of in the world. 

** to guard in against the dangers of scarcity Sia Home Popham.——T he reader will 
** without lessening the produce of the have born in mind, tjiat, in the early part of 
"taxes." A fourth, for whose opinion 1 the present session of parliament, Sir Fraticia 
have the highest respect, says that he per- Burnett having brought forward the subject 
‘fectiy agrees with me; and a fifth ofTcra me, of Admiralty Drotts, it was asserted, Iw the 
^in case of another county election, bis cor- ministers and tlieir partizans, that all the 
dial support, if I choose to become a caiidi- money which, in Ais way, fell undqr the 
date 3 ** for," says he, " in this one address, power of the Crown, waaiUsposed of for tli* 

" you have done more service to the country public good-, and, it was particularly men- 
" than I recollect any other man to have Honed, that a very liberal sharp was, in all 
" done it.” As a mark of this gentleman’s cases, granted by the Crown to the captors, 
approbation, which any man be mouA In order to show, th.at this was not the fact, 
of, I receive his offer with thanlA, wbUe 1 and that the money was, some times, at ‘ 
assnre him that my ambition dop^ dot lie least, disposed of in an improper manner, 
tha( way^j and, as a proof Aat 'my senti- Lvsrikotom stated the instance of $ia * 
men^, upon thU important sal^ect, iu^rd Home Popkam, who received from the go- 
wlih hi* .end with those of the other gentle- yernipent a^ 0 , 00 (>, great part of Ae worth 
tajen, v^hom he names, I confess mvself to of a Aip and cargo, which bad been taken 
ihayc nigh^ gratified by the oopteqts of from bis people by one of our cruizers, and , 
hialeftqr, which, bad he not expressed bis^ vjhich, as being engaged in a smuggfing trail* 
.Wishei to t)ie contrary, | should certainly* to the East Ipdics, iiad born condemned ha 
' % ! 

1 
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the Admiralty court.-Some e'’planation 

was aittcmpted; but, the impression which 
Mr. Lushington’s speech produced wns by 
ijo means removed by my thing that' was 
niJ on the other side. Sir Home Fopham 
was present, and, though possessed of good 
talents and not deheient in boJdnesSj lie ap* 
pcared, from the leportot the debate, to 
make but » xtry poor apology tor the grant 
that had been made to him, to say nothing 
about the extraordinary circumstances, which 
had led to the condemnation of the vessel 
and c^rg'>> both of sshich he bad claimed as 
his propniy.-I’iie discussion was post¬ 

poned, until cei tain papers, relative to the 
transaction, and which paper:} were then 
moved for, could be produced. These pa¬ 
pers are now before the House of Commons, 
and the discussion will, 1 should suppose, 
take plice in a few days.——TJie out-lines 
nf the story are asfollovv: in 1786, SirHome 
Popham, who was then Mr. Fopham and a 
liicutenaiit in the navy, upon half pay, ob> 
tamed le.ive from the Loids of the Admiral¬ 
ty to go to a Danish settlement, or factory, 
in the East Indies, for the purpose, as he 
stated, and still states, of gaining experience 
in his profession.——Instead of a Danish 
settlement in the East Indies, however, he 
went to Ostend, where he formed a trading 
connection, and thence he proceeded to the 
East Indies. The several ships he was in, 
and the numerous means made use of by liim 
and his associates for the purpose of prose¬ 
cuting their trade, it wofild be too tedious to 
enumerate here, and would, besides, be un¬ 
fair, Uiitil the discussion be past.-In 

1793 , Mr. Fopham, after having earned on 
a pretty conitani trade between the East In¬ 
dies and other parts of the world, returned to 
Europe ; and, having put into Cruxhaven 
bay, in Ireland, was captured by the ship 
Diadem, upon the ground of being engaged 
in an illicit trade. From the Diadem he, 
by the means stated in the papers, got re¬ 
leased. He then bore away for Ostend; 
bat, on his way, came to off Hastings, where 
Hie landed a quantity of tea and of rhubarb. 
Proceeding on bis voyage he wai, however, 
captured by Capt. Mark Robin.sbn, in what 
ship 1 do not now recollect.' Mr. Fopham 
left the ship and went to Ostend; but, when 
the ship and cargo were demanded, as good 
piize, by the captors, he put in his claim as 
proprietor of both, and asseited,^tbat the 
trade, in which be had been engaged, ^as 
not illicit, and ought not to subject him to 

forfeiture.-The question, together with 

other questions growing out of it, took ten 
years to decide j but, in 1903, both ship 


and cargo were condemned tp the Crowo.**— 
Captain Robinson, in the prosecutibo of bfa 
claim, had now Expended about 
which, of course, he had been compelled 
advance, from time to timei daring tha/len 
years tliat Kie litigation lasted. Both parties 
applied to the Lords of the Treasu^. Capt. 
Robinson, as captor, for a grant of the pro¬ 
ceeds of the ship and cargo, and Mr: Fm- 
bam, as owner, for the same proceeds. The 
expences of the law proceedings, incurred by ■ 
the captors, ate, in cases where the forfeiture 
is to the Crown, always first defrayed; but, 
it appears, that Captain Robinson did not ob- 
t.iin eveqa reimbursement for the whole of 
his expences, and, in quality of captor, not 
one single farthing; while Mr. Fopham, 
now become Sir Hortie Fopham (having 
been knighted by the Emperor Paul of Rus¬ 
sia), obtained all the rest 01 the proceeds of 
ship and cargo, amounting to the sum of 

X20,000, or thereabouts-But, there i.s 

something well worthy of notice, as to the 

time, when this gtantwas obtained.-A 

report upon tEe case was made by the king’s 
prootor, in 1*803 ; but, no giant then, when 
Mr. Addington was in power, took place. 
The matter lay dormant, until 1803, w'hen 
Pitt and Lord Melville again got the ascen¬ 
dancy ; and then, upon the same report, 
the grant was made, Sir Home Popham Iia\'- 
ing, as the public cannot fail to remember, 
made himself very conspicuous as an oppo¬ 
nent of Lord St. Vincent and the Addington 

administration.-Capt. Kobinspii, though 

he was of, piobably, twenty years standing 
in the service, at the time the capture was 
made, and though he was remarkable, even 
in the ICngli&li navy, for zeal, skill, and bra-‘ 
very, and whose father before him had lost a 
leg in the same service, in which be died an 
admitai; this gentleman has never since * 
been able to get employed in the navy, and 
has thus lost the expected fruits of a life of 
honomable endeavours in the service of lii^ 
country, w'hile Sir Home Popham has, iq..... 
repeated instances, been preferred, to all 
others of the same rank in his profession.-— 
When Psaw a party attack upon Sir Home 
Popham, when I saw a court-martial organ¬ 
ized, iif so unusual a manner, for his trial, I 
felt a strong bias in his favour, especially as 1 
perceived the ministers so shy in defending 
the attac]{ts that were pointed against him. I 
thqpght, that a prejudice existed against him, 
in the service, on account of bis superior 
Skill and activity j and, I regarded it as ex* 
tremely base, in the minivers, to sacrifice 
him to that prejudice. But, the facta, vrhiok 
Mr. Lnsbington has brought to lights havt| 
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jin this respect, changed my opinion, t can 
wow phrceive a Sufficient reason for the shr’* 
of the ministers, and for thejr with* 
jIBuing of those marks of distinction, which 
' niqnipeople expected to see bestowed upon 

• the captain of the fleet sent on (he Danish 
expedition.-——Nevertheless, I wish not to 
induce any one to prejudge the question. 
Tbediscussiop, the exposure of all the facta, 
must very sooji take place, and tlien every 
man will be able to form his own^odgment. 
AH that 1 have a de.sire- to do, in the mean 
while, is to apprize nry readers of the im¬ 
portance of the subject, and to prepare them 
for an attentive observation as to wlfct is said 
and done. The case of Capt. Rooin^on is 
extremely hard, and, I think, most persons 
will agree with me, that some means or 
ether should be adopted for doing him 
justice. 

When I said, last week, that Mr. Scott's 
letter had been witholden from pnbliration 
by me, at the request oj LokI Otjbrd, I 
shonld bave observed, thaSthe reasons, whicii 
bis lordship gave for the rcqiicst, were not 
at all connected with a wish tef keep from 
the public an account of any part of tlie 
conduct of himself or any one of his family 

or friends.- Since/asl week, I have had 

an opportunity of hearing more about the 
whole matter than 1 iud before beard; and, 
I think it right to say, that, if what I liave 
now heard, be true (of which 1 have no 
doubt), I was, before, grossly deceived. 

The intelligence from Ameriia will, of 
course, be a subject for the next Register, not 
forgetting the observations of the Morning 
Chronicle upon the excellent letter of Mr. 

• PiCKEnmo, who is one of the very best 
men in that country, and who was long the 
secretary of state under’Veneml Washington 
and Mr. Adams. 

Betley, 2Sth April, 1808. 

• COB BETTS 

Parliamentary History 

or 

ENGLAND, 

Which, in the compass of Sixteen Volatnes, 
royal octavo, double columns, will con* 

• tain a full and accurate Report of all the 
corded Proceedings and of all the Speeches, 

. in bothHonses of Parliament, fromtfaeear* 
Rest times to the year 1808, when the pub¬ 
lication of ** Cobbett's Parliamentary 
Debates’* commended. 

Voi. IV. Comprising the Period from 
the Restoration of Charles 11. in 1660, to the 
Btrolmflon in 1088 i and cootain'ng an Ap¬ 
pendix icarce and Taluable farlWRieatary 


tracts, written- daring the said periods .Will. 
be ready for delivery on or about the 1st day 
of Jane next.-—The magnitude of the Pdrlja* 
mentery History, thegreatlabour andexpeneo 
attending it, and the comparatively small 
Dumberof copies, which, to avoid serious risk, 
it bas*beeo thought advisable to print, 
render it necessary, thus early, foadopt pre¬ 
cautions calculated to prevent any broken 
'sets remaining on hand at the conclusion of 
the work. Subscribets are, Uieiefore, par¬ 
ticularly requested to send iu their names 
to theit respective Bouksellens, as not a sin- 
gle copy, will, on any account, be sold, 
but to tbc purchasers of tiie former Volumes. 
Gentlemen, resident in I eland, wishing 
to become subscribers, will please to apply 
to Mr. Archer, oi Dublin. 

MR, WAKEFIELD’S 4a’H. LETTER.* 

Sir, -1 also rejoice that the important 

questluns, which are the subject of my cor¬ 
respondence with you, bave “ nothing to do, 
with partyand it is for this reason that 
tlie opposition to the relief proposed to be 
given to the 'IV'est Indian planters, merits 
the more serious cnutidenttion. The alarm 
which liias gone forth is general, I appre¬ 
hend it to be jmt, you think it is unfounded, 
you think this measure will not produce the 
slightest danger or injury to the mother 
country, either temporal y or permanent. I 
feel a reluctant conviction ot the contrary, 1 
view it as bad in principle, and destructive in. 
effect, I say I do *so with reluctance, be¬ 
cause I nni aware of t),e dUtre^ed condition 
of the West Indian planter, and I should be 
unwilling to refuse him a boon which lie 
flatters himself will relieve bis difficuUies, 
could it be granted without great and lasting 
injury to the British empire.—As to tiie 
distinction between, barley growers, and 
wheat growers, it is one in words, not in 
subsfance, and which I join you in disregard¬ 
ing. In order to meet the question fairly, I 
will divide it into three parts. 1st. As it 
affects the two immediate parlies to the 
question j namely, the West,Indian pl.'!n»era 
and their agents on the one hand; the Bri- 
ti.sh landed and farming interests on (ho 
other. 2dly. As it is likely to affect ilie re¬ 
venue. 3d)y. As it will affect the interests 
and prosperity of the empire; which'last is 
the branch of the subject which presses most 
upon mv mind, and which all parties, ^0 
supporters and the opposers of the measure , 
equally join in acknowledging tu be of 'pa- - 
remount conuderation an<i importance.—>— 
The first question is rather one of justice^ 
than of policy. There are two ctasse/' pr 
descriptions of producers, the sugar growers 
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«tnd iheoom growers; and in the mother 
country there exists a large bpt limited mar¬ 
ket foe the produce of either of them, they 
both lav claim to the po‘)Sessions and advan¬ 
tages u^this market, which of them (hen is 
best entitled toil? If a length of possession 
pmounting almost to piescnption should give 
a title, that the British farmer has, and upon 
the faith of it he has engaged bis capital, his 
babits, and bis hopes in agricnltnral enter¬ 
prise. J^urther, die market is in the mother 
country, in that conntiy with which the far¬ 
mer’s interest, his veiy existence even, is 
identified, to all the taxes of which he con- 
inoutes, and to the defence of which he is 
fixed. It is a market also created by the 
consumption of himself and connections.— 
What then, is the claim of the planter } 
Upon the prospect of this market, he has 
never beeil induced to invest his property in 
colonial adventure, and in no degree has he 
cieated it.——If, then, justice only is to be 
considered, the tide of the farmer is to be 
preferred ; but, here (he planter puts in his 
claim upon other ground, he has recourse to 
the aid of those duties, which are said b) 
ethical writers to be of imperfect obligation, 
and that which be cannot claim of right, he 
hopes to obtain ftoin our compassion, he 
pleads '• distress.” Is it temporary ? Or, is 
ic permanent? If temporary, relieve him by 
pailiametUary grant; it peimanent, by 
bounties enable him to sell his cofli e and his 
sugar so cheap that die mass nf the people 
may diink coffee in ihciiooin of tea, at pfe- 
soui coffee f» a ju\ury only occasionally con¬ 
sumed by the muldle, and never tasu .1 by 
the lo • cr classes of (he community; for by 
die same absurd policy vthich had misled 
ImB country into an encouragement of the 
loioign taimerat the ex pence of the Bri¬ 
tish coin grower, we ^avc been encouraging 
tlie tea cultivation of China, in room of pro¬ 
moting die pi osperUy of our own colonies, 
tiy opening to them a large and profitable 
maiket. When the current of eonsumption 
shall be turned from tea in favour of coilee 
St he bounty may with safety lx? gradually 
withdrawn, and even a duty levied, if those 
cu tea are ai tbe same timeadvanc^ in pro¬ 
portion. Still more absurd than this, how¬ 
ever, iq tlie admission of French brandies to 
jostle and drive West Indian turn from tl^ 
spirit market. Why not prohibit tbe im- 
poitation of brandy altogetW ? That this is 
possible, I will lu^eftake^o sbow,*al}onld it 
ever be in serious contemplation.——lliese. 
measures I should think w'ould be wiser ‘po- 
I.cy, and more ;^ust, than to relieve tlieplant-* 
e?at the ex pence, and contrar)' to the rights 
of the farmer.—you acem to put the 
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question of justice wbonyasid^ and to eon-j 
sider that ol‘interest aIoaq,pladDg the profiy 
of the farmer in oppositimi to the distress jk 
the planterand in your mode of dmnr^^L 
it does appear to me, that you do no(,mei^ 
tbe question fiiirly, for thedistiess of tbe. 
planter is relative not p’ositive; yet, you say, 
that supposing the injury apprehended by 
the farmer to be realized, still it woqld t>e 
with you a question of degree” or compa¬ 
rison '• merely,” that you would only mr 
quire “ whether the injury to the barley 
powers, would be more or less than the re¬ 
lief to the sugar growers.” Surely, this is a 
strange hrgoment, why should the British 
fermers oe the only .class selected for bearing 
tbe burthen of relieving the ^isttess of the 
planter! If tbe planter needs, and is intitled 
to relief, (which 1 by no means deny) let tbe 
whole nation equally contiibute towards it. 
Tbe injury to tbe farming interest is both 
larger and more extensive than you seem 
awai c. Barley is a grain consumed either as 
tbe food of hogs, «&c. or in tlie manufacture 
of spirits and beer; but whether consumed 
in the one tvay or the other, depends entire¬ 
ly upon its quality, and so different is both 
the quality and the price, that it is almost si¬ 
milar to speaking of two distinct species of 
grain. When wc speak of hog barley, and 
Kirley of prime quality, the latter ia cither 
{■nrebased by the distilleries, or by the malt¬ 
sters, Now, maltsteis are a set of men of 
small capitals (many without any) who en¬ 
gage in malting on tbe speculation of ciedit 
from the factor on the one hand, and the ex¬ 
cise for the duty on the other; and when bo 
fails the excise sweeps away every thing by 
an extent, leiviug the factor without any di¬ 
vidend on his debt^ Hie distillei on (he con¬ 
trary, is at onuePiarge buyer, andasuro 
payer. Take then from the fanner tbe cus- ■ 
tom of the distiller, and you do him or his 
factor a treble injury, you lessen the demand 
for his produce, you deprive £iin of th6 
competition which exists between tbe twd,, 
classes or desciiptions of bis customers, and 
you not only leave him at Jihe mercy of the 
maltstcfs for the price of his barley, but you 
copfine him to sell to a customer always un¬ 
certain in his payments, and often insolvent. 
■In addition however to this loss, the pecohar 
state of the barley market requires conside¬ 
ration. You triumphantly dwell on the dis- 
tUl|rie8 consuming oulyCM^.OOOqrs. of£ng- 
.lisli barl^, it is obvious that the market, the 
existence ^ which would be scarcely felt if 
supplied equally from all parts of the king¬ 
dom, would be of tbe first 
^supply came only from a eonfineM^^t^U 
tbe sohstiaction of itoch a oui^ At^dd 
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be ruin to the particuhr district; now 
l^iv this ottvious priobi^to td the sttito 
uC the barley market, the price of barley 
,}ff^ghout the kingdom is refuted by the 
price ht Mark Lane 3 and, it U a fact, that 
these 300,(XX) qrs are nearly all abld there; 
it if not, therefore, the siibstraction of 
300,000 qrs, from the demand upon all the 
barley grov/ers throughout the island, but 
it is the 8ub$traction of 300,000 qrs, from 
the single limited and particular market of 
Mark LaUe, the price of which, tcgulatiDg 
the price of the rest of the kingdom, will 
cause the effect of taking away, the cpnsump' 
tion of the distilleries, to be feU alljthrengh 
the country to an extent of whichjou do not 
seem apprised. Had you ever been a prac* 
tical farmer, you would never have said that 
** the kind as weillas the amount of the pro* 
ducc will be regulated by the demand.’* This 
is the great and destructive error into which 
80 many have fallen upon this subiect, as re¬ 
lating to the farmers profit, demand can only 
vary the kind of his produce at the expcnce 
of the routine of his cropsj converting 
the order of his farm into confusion. If the 
routine of any course of cropping is to be 
interfered with, if any class of owners of 
land are to be told by the legislature, with 
what they shall cultivate their estates, the 
planter rnky as well be directed to change 
the object of bis cultivation as the farmer. I 
do not snppose that any one will contend, 
that nothing but sugar can be grown in the 
West Indies. Though sugar may have been 
the most profitable crop, and Indeed, when 
it is recollected that the planter is the com¬ 
plainant, surely this would be more cquita- 
ble. And now, Sir, I will direct your atten¬ 
tion to the way this proposed measure will 
affret the revenue of the country. While 
doing so, J shall in one instance, be under 
the netessity of adverting to my first head, 
and in (his place to notice the loss which wilt 
be incurred by thd distiller. As -the distil- 
.leryis at^ present conducted, it requires a 
very latge Capital to be invested in what is 
termed '**the plant,” which is buildings, 
utensils, and machinery. The plant of the 
distiller occupi^ by fer the greater portioO’* 
of his capital; but, if the legislature com- 
j^lshim to distil from sugar instead of grahf, 
the conseqnence will be that the chief of this 
capita will became useless to him, for the 
sugar distillation may be carried on in alTnost 
an^ metal pot. Indeed, to use a very forci¬ 
ble' expression which I heard from a latgp 
diaffSer lately, " every porridge<pot will be 
convert^ into a temjporary still.” Now, 
wbat will be the consequence of this to'the 
dtstillef* I It will have the effect of d<>sfroyhtg 


thdvdlbehf his plant, and worse thaa'fbs^ 
of dmtfO^ng his tfade Altogether, ^e'teio 
pttal at present required to adventure in* n 
distillery is very large, and the trade is, 
dierefore, in fow bands; but if sugar is' to 
be use^ in the still, scarcely any capital wiS 
be required, and rivalsbip will reduce Ihn 
«profits to a bare aubsiatence Is ibis how¬ 
ever all ? No, we have not yet viewed but 
the beginning of the injury, the facility given 
todistdling will invite, absolutely invite the 
needy and the unprincipled to iiiicU dutUla- 
Hon. Hence the ruin of the honest, lawtnl 
distiller, and an immense defalcation of the 
revenue. If, however, this measure be 
meant to include Ireland,' the effect will be 
yet more glaring, and if it be not, then the 
relief to the planter will be ttjfiing. Such 
is the state of the Irish distillery, anc^ sach 
the state of society there; that it is morally 
impossible to introduce this measure in the 
sister kingdom, unless you can first persuade 
the people to approve of it j the illicit distil¬ 
lation in Ireland is encouraged by the minor . 
gentry of that kingdom, in order to find a I 
sale for their baiiies, which are a more pro¬ 
fitable crop to the Irish former than oats. If 
this is the case, when there is only a compe- ‘ 
tition between the profit of one crop and 
another, we may well expect yetfuither op¬ 
position and evasion, when an attempt is 
made to deprive them of the maiket for their 
crop altogether. By the laws of 'Ireland, 
the revenue officer who discovers and seizes 
a private still, bas*a reward qf ten pounds 
paid him by the government, and he re¬ 
ceives a fine of fifty pomuis from the parish, 
in which the still is fiiund. The law ic- ‘ 
quires a certain portion of oats to be used m 
tJie distillation of whiskey, and the people of 
Ireland have taken a general aversion to 
whiskey drawn from oats. A tin slUl is iu 
common use through that country, which 
costs but two guineas, end is worn out in 
about ten days. By the collusion between 
the illicit distiller, and the revenue officer, 
the still is scarcely ever seized till nearly wot n 
out; and many instances have been disch- 
v^red, where the reward has been shared be¬ 
tween the owner and the officer. But, if 
this is already the case with the distilltition 
from' grain, what may not be expected if si- 
gar be introduced; and if this should be¬ 
come the practice here, to what will our inr - 
mense, revenub from spirits be reduced I 
Why almost to a name —At length. Sir, I 
arrive at the third’ and last division of the 
subject; and have to inquire bo\V*tbe inte¬ 
rest of the empire will be afibeted bg th^ 
measure } I thank you for ibe ii^ of tliO’ 
cOrh used in the dlstillcties and bresseries, 
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being “ thrown away.** Bor if every spe- hajipens t^e produce will not exceed the w* 
ciesof agricuUniTaJ pr^iike convertible into mand one/otr yrar^with anoiher ; endwhUe^ 
food, which ia consoineH as a luxury, i$ robe \ye cannot import, if we have neither an e: 
con».dered as *'-throwtr awayi," 1 accept of port'to retain, nor a surplus luxurious 
the term* and in this sense of it contend, suniipiion to convert into food, w^^'aren 

that in order to secure the country from the without rqftource^ and e^ist at the mercy of . 

danger and suffering of a scarcity, it is neces* the seasons. Your idea of the West Indies 

aary either to thus aiiiuialJy “ throw away” ^coming a market for the export of barley 

a large quantity of grain, or that we should in the shape of pork, is not, 1 tlpnk, tenable; 

ex,port to such an extent. Deprive us of the for if the planter has the least shadow of a 
' ex 4 K>rt (whether by impolitic lass's or the claim to be relieved from the distress which, 
state of the political world, it matters not) be now sqfiers, he surely.wiU ha'^c area/.opa 
and we must liave recourse to the luxurious not to be starved. Change the present order 

consumption of grain to secure us from the of things according to your proposal, with a 

evils I appreitcud. The fallacy upon which view to Irelieve the money distress of. the 
you have built yoyr argument, in supposing planter, ^nd then on the first scarcity, will 
me to contend “ that in order to induce the you deprive him of his supply of provisions, 
farmers of a nation to grow more corn than that supply upon which his very existence 
is upon an average necessary for the con- depends; this would be affording prewnt aid 
sumption ,of the nation, a part of what they at the expeuce of future detraction.—-Fully 
grow must t.''; annually bought of them for agreeing with you and Mr. Malthus, that 
the purpose of being thrown away.” Now “ population treads close upon the heels of' 
this. Sir, is not my projwsition, I contend, production," I mean ofthat production which 
that for a course of years we have not grown is consumed as food, I have ever felt anxious 
I corn equal to our consumption; and 1 con- to encourage e distribution of some part of 
' ■'tend contrary to your statemenf, “ that de-' such production into channels of luxury, as 
maud does not regulate the production of thereby a demand is created, and a surplus 
- provisions.” But this will rctjnire explana- produce gained, which is available at tho 
tion. Let a country in consequence of the moment of necessity, and till that perilous 
demand, grow one fair year with another; to moment arrives, the tariff (if I may so ex- 
the amount of its physical wants, and have press myself) of human life, is more high, 
neither export or luxurious consumption to a greater enjoyment is aflbrded to the people, 
the extent of this growth. I>emand will rc- and the public prosperity is advanced. Turn 
giilate production and no further. For sup- however this surplus production into food, 
pose a bad iiarvesf, the demand is the same; population quickly follows ; the condition of 
but all the dftmaud in the world will not the people is not bettered, they are exposed 
makegood the deficiency of the crop. And to all the chances of bad seasons, and none 
your fallacy consists in putting the chance of of the ends of government are obtained; for 
a bad year out of the question, now this I shall ever agree with the proposition, that • 
chance should be in the question; it sljpuld “ where a country is So extended and popu- 
be pmenf to onr view, we should never lose loos, that it can maintain its independence, 
sight of it. It is the upon which tlie and secure its prosperity; the further exten- 
argument turns. Instead, therefore, of the sion of its territory, and the increase.of its 
alarm being at approaching superabunddhee population become secoirdary to the moral 
of corn, the real alarpi which is felt by the improvement and individual happiness of its * 
country is, that the lueasisre will deprive us inhabitants ”—For my opinions concerning 
of that resijurce, whicli in the day of famine inclosures, 1 must refer you to my last letter, ’ 
a^d distress (greater far than that of the. and shall subse<^ently.enlarge upqn theaub- 
We.st Ind'an pJ.inter) will save us, oratleaiit ject; but'fhejiength at which I ha^ replied 
a large portion of ihe people from starving, to yonr ebservatbns* upon my correspon- 
Fjr> Sir, from tlie present state of the conti- dent^ with you, dbli|^ me to juMtpone both 
neat we cannot import.. - This, therefore,- is tj^ats and the consideration of the cofmlawsss 
our oniy resource, we have no other, lake it which I promised.—I aei. Sir, 
axvay, and the first week of autumn willgivo ward Wakefiblo.—D a^e Street, 
the nation dreadful ex perient'^ of the truth mimter, April 1808. 
of the Rtgumenis I am submitting to you. 

One. of two things must.follow the adoption - cosh AOAiBtsT ^uoar. 
of this measure of-;disti)jing wholly from so- SLtRj'r-As one of .‘.'the elass whom ^ott 
gar. Either this .auitpius quantity of corn ha'i'e,addrc8sed..in theprovinchilaad Lmtdon 
wHhio longer be grown, or a new popula., papws, I am.desirous ^to.rthstok you for 
tion will arise ro consume it; whichtt?et devdtlnga.part of your attention, aad of 



last weekly sheeti to'l^be'q^tfoo' bf 
wtedtuting Sugar for Corn. . X an^ willing 
tjijltplieve that the oppogitioa m^y to 
« such lyibstitution, is owing'' to their Wanit 
.of opportanily to learn, and «gbUy to 
understand, the chief drcomstanctt, con¬ 
nected with the case j which (as ftr as they 
arfi of a practical nature) is . not to be won¬ 
dered at. '|t is well known to those who 
are the most concerned in the comparison, 
that a quarter of. well nnade pale jnalt will 
afford as tnucb vinous spirit as Icwt. 3qr. 
or lg6lb. of good, and strong; sugar. 

■ While raw, ■ or unmalted, barle/ ta no 
more than half as productive as malt. 
Of the 3QO,0OO quarters of barley. Con-' 
sumed, annually, in the British distilleries 
250,000 are malted; and 50,000 are used 
in a raw state. Hdice, the quantity of 
sugar required to supply the Use of 350,000 
quarters of malt will' be 43;’,500cwt, and 
the substitute for 50,000 quarters of 
barley will be 43,^50, th« total whereof is 


Chht agOMtt Sugar. ' 

bartey would, doubtless, stilt be rntdietf^' 
b^use, in alt probability, thekonsumptibnC' 
of beer would fee somewhat iuciv»^'-; 
llse distlUers, it Is true, would be under titp. 
necessity to edvatice the prices of theiV' 
spirits. • But, If the cost of such liquors was 
to be Increased in a degree to lessen their 
consumption, would not this tend to na* 
tiona) amendment) Would not the same 
money be expended in,' and the samr 
anaount of duties (taken altogether) - be 
paid for, a far more wboleseme, be.> 
.cause more nutritious, article 
appeal from the accounts -at the Exdse 
Office, that 3,250,000 quarters of barley 
are malted annually, on the average, ' Tlie 
remainder of the growth (2, or>350,000). is 
required for seed,.and the feeding of cattle.- 
In some parts of the kingdom bread is, also, 
made with barley. Of the 3,250.000 
quarters of malt, the common brewers.use 
2,250,000, or nine limes as much as the 
distillers, and it would not be difficult to 


481,250 cwt. or 40,1(34 h<%skeads. The 
accumulated surplus of sugaiT in three 
years, (being the dif^ence between the 
importations and the sales from the 1st 
January, 1804 to the 1st January, 1807) 

. amounted, according to the parliamentary 
reports, to 1,434,609 cwt. which may be 
reckoned « supply for the distilleries for 
the three years, being 119,634 hogsheads 
of I2cwt. each.-—Ibis immense glut of 
sugar remained wholly useless, tinder locks 
in the king’s warehouses in London or in 
the out ports, because there was no demand 
far any part of it. Consequently, the duties 
.thereon, amounting to 3 millions sterling, 
were lo.st, to the revenne j and alt the actual 
costs of the cultivation,.' and various ex- 
. pences in the plantations, with the frdght 
and sliipping charges to Englabd, exceeding 
alf tosetber a further sum of s^,500,000 
tvere lost in the same time, to the West- 
Indian.. proprietors ~With what face .can 
the country gentlemen require that these 
two amounts of st?4,5C)0,000 or 1,500,000 - 
annually should be so sunk and tiirtendered, 
and'fbr what purpose)' Th# average ann^l 
growth of barley, in Uiis kingdom was, 20 
years ago, esfimated to be 3,500,000 quar- 1 | 
ters. There is more reason to think the 
quantity grown is increased than that it is 
diminished, within this period." And if 
.^.such shouM be the case to the amount* of 
100,000 quarters only, yearly, it vi^l follow, 
that the whole consumption, by thesis* 
tillers, is no more than a twelfth patt of 
the annual produce qf this grata, 'l^at 
ro(^, ttwrmore, is there for alarm to the 
laqded interest 1( The same quautUy of 


select a very tew (say six) of the principal 
breweries in London, wherein as mucii 
matt is consumed, as in all the distilleries, 
in the kingdom.—After all, I have no 
expectation that the measure will pass iiitb.a 
law. It is too late in the season for the 
substitution- to have any effect, either way. 
The distillers are provided with large stocks; 
and should such an act, even, be assented to 
in the present session, it could be of no 
value; tecause there is reason to believo 
that, to make it. passable, a Clause would 
be introduced, empowering the privy council 
to stop the operation of the act, whenever 
it may be judged by them to be necessary. 
And every one must perceive how easily a 
plea may be found by the ministers, fox ih'e 
exercise of thi.s power, as soon as the 
harvest is gathered. 'Whatever, however, 
may He the event in the matter, that can be 
said in excuse for the gross folly and in¬ 
justice of those who, at the present moment¬ 
ous crisjs, advocate in favour of anhigb price 
for cdrii; who have the assurance to recom<» 
mend the throwing it away in the fabrica¬ 
tion of an article; allowedly destructive of 
ffie health, and every way productive of 
distress to the chief consumers of. tbie 
pernicious liquor; instead of promoting, 
the' application of the same corn- to’the'w 
necessary food)—I am, &c.—A HAMVsttias 
FiLBBiiotOEX.—i 4 pri( 27 , 1808 . 

C0BK AOAIKST SUGAR. ' ■ ' 

Sir I have read your letter to tbt .Frrt* 

holders of Hampshire, as well i» fotoe ^a* • 
pers in your Roister, 'On the sirt^t of 
tfoducing. sugar instead of. grain, into, the. 
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DUtiHfiriei, -wUlt very great satisfaction, a» 
tliey appear ,to -me to contain undeniable 
irotbs. But in your statement of the annual 
importation of grain from the Continent of 
Europe, for a ^long series of years back, I 
think you are rather below the mark, when 
' you make the average only 8(50,000 tjuarters, 
asl' have been informed it has amounted to 
between I2and i400,(XX)j however, what¬ 
ever the' quantity may be, we must now 
consider it out of the market, as we can 
i;eceive no more from that quarter; and as 
tjbe annual importation of grain shows very 
plainly that there is not as much corn 
. grdwn in this country as is equal to our con¬ 
sumption, there will be a deficiency in the 
market equal to (he amount of the importa¬ 
tion. Now, Sir, we all know that the 
scarciPy of any article at market will en¬ 
hance the price of it, as a glut will reduce it. 
Is it not, therefore, very plain, that the de¬ 
ficiency I have mentioned must raise the 
price of corn, and if we should have war 
with America, the West Indies must be 
supplied with food from this country, which 
would increase the deficiency and raise the 
price still higher. If, therefore, the infor¬ 
mation which I have received be correct, 
that 1,200,000 quarters have annually been 
imported, and we add to thdt 3(X},000 more 
for the supply of the West Indies, it will 
produce a diminution of the quantity of com 
in the market of 1,300,000 quarters; and 
if you take from the ^isti}ieries and throw 
into„the market the quantity they use of 
300,000 quarters, still there will be a de¬ 
ficiency of 1,200,000. Now, Mr. Cobbett, 
the question of real concern to the country 
ought to be, not whether we shall take (he 
pitiful quantity used by the distilleries and 
throw into the market, but how so large a 
deficiency is to be ma'de up ? and that ap¬ 
pears to me to l:>6 a question of every Serious 
impost under. the present political circum¬ 
stances of the times, for if after thirty years 
(fori am-told we'have been importing corn 
^or so long a period) trial, it has been found, 
that we do iK>t grow as much corn as we 
consume, .(otherwise the inmottation-would 
have ceased) our prospect of encreasing ouy 
.produce so as to be equal to our consump-. 
tion is rather gloomy; and at any rate, as. 
seed time isv now past, we can for no 
incr/^ of produce for the present year.. ,1, 
was therefore astonished to fiad,«'hy your 
letter to the Freeholders of Ilampsbire,- 
t hat such a thing as . a Petition against bring¬ 
ing into the market the trifling quantity of 
gtain uW’in the distilleries, was likely to be 
set on foot; end I wish you m?y he 
when, treating on this subject, yoa.8tat6 th 


your FL^ister i ;** J.|3o ^pot recolhfct lary 
metwre to have been met by so »ppanm/ 
ly deterratned an o|)posit}oitas tins; 
though I am hot on the inde of the 
** posers^ it doc», I must coitfess, gi^e me 
** some lutle relief from that disgust which 
" I have of late experienced, to perceive 
that this opposition has nothing to do 
" with party," because 1 had imagined that 
there was not a farmer in {lampshitd'or any 
where ehe, but who would have been satis¬ 
fied with the rise of pricewhich thedefieiency 
of corn in the market that I have stated, must 
nec^sai^ily produce, without the addition.of 
the trifl«s that would arise to him from the 
quantity used in the distilleries, if left to 
himself, and not urged on by'others possess¬ 
ing a factious or parly spirit.-—It has been al¬ 
leged, that the distillation of-grain ought to' 
be encouraged as a measure stimulating the 
farmer to sow more lands, and a granary to 
be made use of in case of need. As to the 
first, let us first of all be convinced that 
this countryman produce as much corn as 
the population can consume in food (which 
an exi^rience of 3Q years has not been able 
to do) before we throw away any part of it 
in making of spirits, which can be made as 
good, if not better, from sugar, of wbteh 
we haye an overflowing quantity at market; 
and as to the second, we are precisely in the 
predicament, when they allow that the grain 
in the distilleries is to be brought into the 
market for fi>od, namely, when a scarcity 
demands it; which, I think, is very appa¬ 
rently our case at present. 1 have only one 
more quesiion to ask yon, Mr. Cobbett, 
when 1 will oot trouble you further at pre¬ 
sent, and that is, besides the deficiency of 
rain already mentioned, if there should 
appen a blight or <^r injury to the crop . 
now on the ground, where are we to look 
for a supply of .food ? or must. this* country 
be reduced to a state of tamiae ?—-?»Paw* 
28, 1608. 

AMfxiCAN States. 

JBeliefe me, |ylr Cobbett, it is.not with- 
oqt ndnj^nce, 1 again press myself, forward 
as'^a correspondent of yoms. 1 do aMuce 
you, i would not .haye attempted a i^ly^to 
the,^rsi letter of the f* American Merchant 
of New Broad Street/' had I not considered 
myself in possession of irresUfahUfaxAaf to 
^ma the iallacy of Us statements. 1 say. 
Sir,. I would tktAathertme have attempt n 
rq>)yV-beamse I know, and knowing it, will 
coD^,. my incapacity to carry-on a'lettered 
m0are, where ingenuity.pf argument ia to , 
he-the foundation atone-^ihia . I candidly 
admit, huti must in the same bto||tI|djt^Te, 
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that when I retdfy think myself armed with 
grw^f no eloquence, however powerful,^ no 
wte^orlck, however edtnlrable, shall deter 
me from endeavouring to restne from unme¬ 
rited ^xnsure, those measures,. .which, in 
’ my opinion, are adopted'for the preservation 
t>£ the dignity, and the independance of 
England^Jf 1 have really wonnded the 
feelings of the Atnerican merchant" (see 
his second letter as inserted in ynor Register 
p. 6iO.) in mistaking the principles which 
actuate him, positively, and truly, 1 do, 
from ttty very heart, beg his pardon, becau*e, 
it is some relief to my mind, to ^ind him 
disclaim with worthy indignation, {^actually 
felt, those motives, whi^h did in my oploi> 
on, judging from his line of argument, 
glaringly appear to biass him. Forgetting 
the envious manner in which he attempt^ 
to insinuate, that pera^aal hatred, and pre* 
judice, were 'the incentives, that actuated 
you, he complains bf my style of language, 
towards him, and then dexterously intro* 
duces, a forcible appeal, Vith respect to the 
liberty of the British press.'pod forbid, 
Sir, that I should attempt to trend, even as 
light as Gossamer, on that palladium of our 
freedom, that ancient fabric, which to usie 
the words of an eminent advocate, ** h.as 
“ been gradually reared, by the wisdom, 
and virtue, of our forefathers,” but. Sir, 
let me add, honor and pattiotism forbid, 
that I should not strive with honest zeal, to 
■vindicate, from misrepresentation, the jus* 
tice of those measures, which already, in 
tfa»r effect, begin to make the haughty 
Emperor of France feel, that England yet has 
power to protect, her already too much 
'insulted dignity. Pardon this digression, 
which, hurried on by the warmth of my 
feelings, I fear I |jpsy have too ranch 
•)engt^ned.~>l obsem that your correspon¬ 
dent now adkndwledges his error, with 
xespect to premiums of insnraoce, through 
the year 1807* In my former letter, when 
•peaking on this immediate subject, I men¬ 
tioned’, that independant of my own inditu- 
dual knowledge, I could produce leading 
under-writers in Lloyd's CoSee-House, as 
evidence to the truth of my assertion, vhat 
premiums did advance in consequence of^ 
the Berlin decree. 1 have since learnt, that 
several most respectable gentlemen, have 
appeared at the bar of the Honse of Com¬ 
mons, andproved the fact. I likewisemo* 
tiee, that yonr correspondent dops not doubt 
|tty> assectinn, as to premiums having 
advanced lOQ per cent, in America, also in 
conMueoce of the same decree. If it 
WtNfr « prin^ple of mioc^ to dwell on my 
ititttnpb onet a fitilea antagonist, h«e. Sir, 


what an opportunity do I possess. I 
not omit to acknowiedgu my errw as to f lie 

E riod, when tlie ''Berlin decree was first. 

own in this country, but at the sametitno* 

I pot it to you, and every impartial mans 
whether this error, does, iu the most distant 
manner, sliake my .assertion, as to premiutna 
having adyaqced in oonseqnencoof the said 
decree -'The questions put to JBuonapartfi, 
by the President of the Court ‘ of Prtze 
Causes, yonr correspondent calls insidious— 
What! the President dare to put insidious 
questions to his master } Oh, no, impossible. 
—Insidious, however, or not insidious, we 
heard of them in tl»is country very early in 
the month of October. Your correspondent 
after conjecturing as to the probable period 
of their being known here, 8.iys, “ but ! 
cannot speak wtih absolute certainty to 
this point; the maierial thing is, tiiat our 
Orders in C«'uucil were issued, before it 
was possible to knovt, whether America 
would protest against the enforcement of 
the Berlin decree, or not." What! Sit; 
did not America virtu.iily submit to.the. 
decree, by quietly payiirg for about two 
months, without any public remonstrance or 
protest whatever, on the part of the govern¬ 
ment, an ad\.uicc of iOU pur cent, in the 
premiums of insurance on voyages direct to 
England and Ireland? sordy, nothing can be 
nrire palpably clear.—The extracts of Iciters 
I produced, to prove the execution of the 
Berlin decree, your correspondent says, only 
speak in genera! terms withoui naming place 
or ship; this is not quite fair; they expressly 
say, the Berlin decree had been positively 
acted upon at Antwerp; it is true, 'they do 
not give the name of the vessel mentioQqd* 
to have beeu cast away on the coast of 
France, and condemned ; but when I state, 
on my solemn word of honor, that tbeaa 
extracts were taken from the letters of one 
of the mobt respectable merchants on the 
Continent, and who certainly Would frel 
inclined to lessen^ rather than to exaggerate 
the fact} I do confidently think that everg 
impartial roan, taking the context of the 
whole of the said extracts, will be of opinion, 
that the Berlin decree was acted upon, pre¬ 
vious to the promulgation of the Britiali 
Orders in Council.—I believe I have now 
noticed the leading observations, which the 
facts 1 adduced iu my letter of 30th March, 
have dritiwn from the American merchant, 
and notwithstanding he has so ingeniously 
laboured to contradict them, I do maintain 
that Iheyatill stand firm and nnshakea.—'Bin 
a few words more Sir, and I take ,my fkinl 
leave of your conespondent He anjsears 
desiroiM to play on my expro»aicn of Crifuh 
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Atnei^ican merebiint^.by telUng you that be 
really is air MngHsh. American inercbant, that 
he » much rnh^ken if I can make tbc same 
declaration. lie i* perfectly correct > 1 cab* 
not designate nnyself an American mcrcbaot, 
but, I can assert, 1 am an EngHfhrmn, 
poibessiog a Britidi heart, and British ffeel- 
ings, and it is that heart and those feelings, 
that have actusrted me in' repelling his acca- 
aatiops, as to the injustice of the British 
Orders in Council. Had I been born, either 
rn Scotland, or Ireland, (the invidious con* 
teinptible distinction, I am forced to presume 
he means to make by using tlie word English) 
3 can (ell him, f should .still have viewed his 
narrow-minded insinuation with the precise 
same sovereign disdain .—1 am, Ste. 'J.-—— 
London, April 10 , 1803. 


IRISH TVTiirs. 

—Tn your Politk.il Register of the 
20th .Sl irch, lilt. I read with infinite plea¬ 
sure a J(/tier dated Dublin, ascribing to rack 
rents, and the neglect of and extortion cora- 
iTiitted by landlords on their tenants, the 
past and present miseries of this country } 
be confidently axsinvd the Writer has slated 
the fact fairly, and that the exceptions to.his 
charge against our frisli squires are so few, 
as to 1 e:!ve this a general [lolitical truth, 
more capaldu of ascertainment, and more ob¬ 
vious to iin imji.irtiiil observer,, than perhaps, 
any aflbidcd bv tlie annals of any country, 
as the cause of disco/itent and disloyalty, 
flurpoor joTii their landlords and squires in 
their oulcry against-tythes, very naturally j 
these tythes arc in addition to rack rents, 
and the poor flatter them.se]vc$ they have 
found a weak point of attack, and that in all 
events, by the abolition of tythes much is 
gained. So far, I concur, and (limiting my 
reasoning on the tythe system) to the effect 
it Iws (iti the poor, sincerely wi.sh they were 
abolished, and the clergy of all persuasions 
paid by the state. But, to say that tythes are 
• the caa.se of the poverty, th^ heart bteaking 
poverty, of the Irish cottager, 1 $ an absurdity 
too gross, a falsehood too stupid for (he most 
violent and ignorant of our squires to shew 
his face to. Not one estated rann in Ireland,' 
iy one hundred, has any just sense of the 
implied duty imposed on him as propHetor 
of land. He looks merely to the number of 
pouiids, shillings,’and p^ce he can ifauract 
from his tenantry; he .requires, neither good' 
farm houses, timber, fencing or'draining. 
Land condguoui to Dublin,^ is let at 2 £t gui¬ 
neas per aere, near most paltry towns fc^ 8 


tcTlit, andf all <over 
in proporfiod. The lWds;oif 
ab-sentees are let 1 »t |he 
high rmiu, becaute they at:e.'M;^. a# agent 
or attorns, wbo-is Valued- and'^ipaldi^jr hta 
employer'accordingly, and who wl^at' 
representations he pleases. Nom^h cv^heSra 
it) society, an estated gehtleni^n wy, ‘^‘iby 
such or such an.eventj my estate wiil be im* 
pioved> my tenants rnade comfortabte.'' No! 
but, *' I shall have, such or such e'rise, 
fny estate will be worth so mneb more, trc.’* 
—*These facts are^ disgustingly^ true und 
prominent to every human being who is not 
interest^ in denying them. I therefore, 
draw your atientiop- to this most embarras¬ 
sing political subject, ubt more on. account 
of it's importance than of its difhcuhy'la le* 
gisliStive interfetence heiug nearly impracti¬ 
cable), in the hope that yout mind and some 
ofyonr labours, may be directed towards it, 
and that it may become the subject of dis¬ 
cussion inyonr Register, and set our fellow 
subjecU in C^eat Britain to think,'and rea¬ 
son, and cofiimonicato on this, the real state 
of Ireland, as deeply connected, na)’', em¬ 
bracing (heir jovrn prosperity and existence. 
Do not, J inipiore of you. Sir, and yopf cor¬ 
respondents, be led away from the conside¬ 
ration of this subject, by any the rhost-distant 
idea or apprebensicn that you are mistaken 
in the fact. Build' upon it, and be a.ssured 
vour foundation , is good. Take this for 
granted j and apply your strong understand¬ 
ing apd powers of representation, to draw to 
it the public attention, and to force our land¬ 
ed gentlemen to turn their views inward. If 
the fact be denied, thousand.s, tens of thoii*^ 
sands will substantiate it, and the very inves¬ 
tigation will lend to a beneficial result. 'I 
really think (with 6 at||yhrratiog the impor¬ 
tance of my own c^ntry).notsubject to 
which your attention in tbe cbUrse'of your 
political life has been turned, is otmone im¬ 
portance than this. You w)li necessarily 
among (he enlighi^ed and independant 
English find support and assistance,'abd gra¬ 
titude »d applause h^e your reward in—win- 
tAxiSh^Apt^ 2, IB&B. ■ < - - ‘ . 

,>■—,4.^,—,ii ,M|ti I . ,111 11,11 iiiyiwi 

_ ;;P,PB#e'T'T’S 

P?ir1ig^etit3^y - ‘ 

Tbo Eighth of tlfe TWfe Vipi* 

lome of me alcove Work ia ready AiV'dl; ^ 
livery. |<^mplete setg, froia ^ sommwice- ' 
ment in that year 1803 tp^tl^prAeiit thm, . 
ma^ be bad of the publishwrt. .' v 
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” The THthdrowing of 300,000 quartets of barley from the distilleries, being ond-sixteenth of the whoh 
'* quantity grown in the oountiy, will have a great effett in hu'ering thepnee of that article, and, in tht 

'* event of a fdilure in his crop, how it lie farmer to pay hit rent and taxes f..s . ..If barley ii 

" dear, it is owing to* the shortness of the last year’s crop; if it bad been more plentiful, and, of coutti 

'' chea]^, it would have brut much better for the farmer tn entry resptet .The proposed 

'• prohibition, hy depredating the prue of barley, will, in fact, lay a partial <aj? upon the fartiter.”-*——— 
Si^AoeatiT BuxTOM’a^pcech at die Norfolk meeting to petition against the intended Oistillery bill. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITItS. 

CoKK AOAiNST SuoAS (contiAued from 
page 68S).**—This I do think one of the 
most important questions that 1 have ever 
known agitated, not merely as it concerns 
the interests of the West Indian planter and 
the English farmer, but as it concerns the 
nation in general, as it affects its resources, 

th^ftieans of its strength and s.afetjr.-1 

^/flo not recollect so early^ and apparently so 
determined an opposition* totany measure 
proposed to parliament, and what renders 
the question the more interesting is, that 
the opposition appears, at present, to have 
nothing to do with party.— —I have now 
before me, 1st. the speeches of the Norfolk 
corn men made at a meeting, called by tiie 
Sheriff, and held at the Shire-honse at Nor- 
wich, on Thursday, the 2Sth of April; 
2 d, the Petition of the corn men in the 
town and neighbourhood of- Roystbn, in 
the counties of Cambridge and Heitford; 
3d, a copy of the Report of the Committee 
of the House of Commons upon the subject; 
and, 4th, a copy of the minutes of the et i- 
’dence, given before the said committee by 
Mr. Arthur Young, secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture.—I shall inseit these 
in the order in which** tl«*y stand, odering 
to my readers, uptni each of them, such 
Qbservations as occur to me, and as I think 
likely to be of public utility. 

I. nte meeting in Norfolk is stated to 
have been composed of the " landed inte- 
" rest}" but, if nothing conttary to the 
general interest had been intended, if, as 
is professed by some, a concern for tiie safe¬ 
ty of the nation bad been the motive of op. 
potntion, why were not the freeholders in 
general convened*? ft will appear, how¬ 
ever, from the whole tenor of the proceed¬ 
ings, that misgtiyed self-interest wa», at 
this meeting, at Mast, the prevailing mo¬ 
tive,. I take the report fVom the Norfolk 
OiroBk^e of the 30th of April.—'* Sir 
** Rcbert Buxton then addressed t^p 
** meutitit' i ttwd that the measure which 


*' bad been recommended by a Select Oora- 
*' mittee of the House of Commons, to 
" prohibit (he use of grain in the distille* 
** ries would prove injurious to the agricul* 
** ture of the pountry, and to this cooniy 
*' in particular. Norfolk and Suffolk ex- 
** ported more barley than all the rest of 
*' England, and of course we were more 
" deeply interested in the subject than any 
•• other part of the kingdom. When he 
*' considered the immense load of taxes that 
** was laid upon the land, he thought it a 
“ little hard th.it any me.isure should now 
" bo recommended that would operate to 
" reduce the price of this staple commodi- 
" ty; but he more particularly objected to 
" the principle of laying any restrictions on 
** agriculture at all j wlien he had the ho- 
“ nour of a seat in Parliament, be bad 
“ freely expressed his opinion against all 
** legislative interfeifeiiee whatpyer with this 
“ agriculture of the country; and he bad 
“ always thought, that had it not been for 
" the Corn Laws, which operated as a re-* 
**■ striction upon agriculture, we should not 
*' have been under the necessity of import- 
" ing corn trom foreign countries. Greater 
“■ resttlctions would prcjuclii'e the sale of. 
“ barley—rthis farmers would gr<Av less—the 
** withdrawing of 300,<K)0 quarters from 
" the distilleries, one-l(5th of the quantity 
“ stated to be grown in England (4.800,000 
'* quarters), would have a great effect in 
" lowering the price of that aiticle, and ia ' 
** the event of a failure in Ins'crop, bow" 
'* was the farmer to p.iy his r«ni .and taxes ? 

“ It appeared from a pamphlet by an old 
“ friend of his (sir Wm Young) that ati, 
*' the csimmencement ot the Ficnch fevo- 
*' liition, and when France ce3'»ed to receive 
** sugar from their revolted colony, St. Oo- 
** mingo, iitie planters in our own islanda 
*' begap to cultivate new land., and to such. 

** an extent as euabled them to send im- 
mense quantities of <<ugar t.i England a 
'* which, with the produce of the conquerett 
’* colonies, bhd glutted the market, and 
Z 
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** cuseci a great depradatioo in the price ol 
** that commodity. But it reasonable 
'' that (he landed interest should be called 
upon to make good the speculations of the 
y West India planters > Why was the agri- 
" culture of tnecouniry tobemadelhtsub- 
** jectof experiment? If bailey was dear, 

** it was owing to the shoiine>s of the last 
** year’s crop j if it had been more plenti- 
fulandof course cheapei, it would have 
** bwn much better for the farmer in eveiy 
** respect. The pmposed prohibition, by 
** depreciating the price of barley, went in 
** fact to lay a pailial tax upon the farmer. 

** —The measure in every point of view was 
" the most injurions to the tountiy that 
could possibly be conceived. He did not 
’* wish to mix politics with the ques- 
tion, but he had strong objections to 
*' the measuie in .1 consitulional point of 
** view: the disci etumaiy power to be vest- 
" ed in the puvy council he thought highly 
" unconstilntioiial; it n as to the legislature, 

** to ihcir representatives, and not to a privy 
** council, that the lauded interest was to 
look up for redress. With these impres- 
sions he should move some resolutions ex* 

** presslve of the sense of the country, and 
request the members to communicate to 
** parliament the sentiments of Uidr consti* 
tuents on this important subject. He 
" felt the utmost pleasure m saying, that 
** no member had piVid more attention, or 
rendered greater services to the agricul- 
*' tural intesests of the country, than an 
bon. gent. (Mr. Coke). I'fae resolutions, 
which appear in another part of this 
paper, were then read and unanimously 
** adopted ; and a committee was appointed 
** from the gentlemen present, to act as 
** circumstances should require.—** Ma. 

Plumptvs stated the motives which had 
** induced him to sign the requisttion) 
and then proceeded at considerable length 
** to comment upon the Report of the 
" Select Committee, (for cdpies of which 
, ** the meeting were indebted to Mr. Wro. 
** Smith, M. P. who, aware how deeply 
** many of his constituents were interested 
*' in the subject, bad re* published it in 
** the form of a pamplilet). That report, 
** Mr. P. said, contained some inconsis*' 
** tencies and omissions, which be donbted’ 
** not would be hereafter expi^ned. He 
thought that all legislative iigterference 
** with agricultural produce, operated to 
**■ the detriment of the countiy; if the 
measure wit^ bottomed on an appreben* 
y »io6 of a scarcity, he riionld bow to the 
decision of the committee, bat it would, 
** til that ease, be necesskry to extend tbe 


** prohibition to^relkod, «»%{<£•' 

** mittee do not recommend. Mr. P. con* 
eluded by recommending to the attenttoni 
of the gentlemen present, the New 
Encyc]o|i(^dia, publishing in nombdfk* 

“ as containing a complete history of the 
** Com Laws.—Ma. CoKb said, as a lover 
“ of agriculture he could not but e^resr 
his best thanks to the high sberllF, for 
convening this meeting, and to tlie 
" worthy baronet, who moved the resohi* 

“ tions. He had not had the good forbine 
" to agree w ith him at ail times; but on 
*' the present occasion be joined most hear- 
“ tily with him, in condemning this inter* 
" fcience with tbe agriculture of the coun^ 
" try. In 1798 , when a similar application 
" was made by the West India merchants, 

" Mr. Pitt, who conceived the substitution 
‘‘ of sugar instead of malt in the distilleries 
" would be injurious both to the revenue 
’’ as well as to agriculture, set his face 
“ against it; and about two years ago, 
when tbe appli&ition was renewed, he 
“ (Mr Coke) wrote to a cabinet minister 
" to know his sentiments on the subject, 
" and to assure him that be should j^l 
** the attention of his county to it; '^d 
" do every thing in his power tp oppose^it. 
** —Mr. Fox returned for eiuwer; * yon 
" may keep your county quiet j* and so 
" the application again fell to the ground.— 
He admitted the distresses of the plan* 
" ters to be great, which were however 
“ in a great measure occasioned by their 
•• gambling speculations.—He could not 
admit that the present committee was 
" ftiirly apiiointed} it was composed prin* 
** cipally of West India plantera and nier* 
chants; application was made to admit 
" county members, but without success; 
** and afterwards the members for the 
barli^ counties, bat tbe chancdlor. of 
tbe exchequer would not hear of it.— 
With resp^ to the price cf barley, .had 
it not been for the failure of the '{Mia 
crop, barley would not hkve been so 
dear. When he first knew Norfolk, all tbe 
** western parts of the county grew nothing 
but rye; by su{ierior husbandry it bad 
become a wheat county, and hd troMed 
" that nothing would be done to dlscsKpige 
the growth of barky or to alter the 
** ralar system of Noifolk hosbandry. if 
'^had bran recommended to the fiirpiera 
to use sugar and mt^Sasses for ^ fhb* 
" tening of cattle, but be did not thifilc if 
‘'would answer) if there wane, proi^t^t 
he was certain that the iptel]jie;tit 
‘'men whom be bad ^e bp^r Ptad- 
dnsiUig would hwFenUm the Ixperinia^ 
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** Mbrfct^'^l&ttjue first barley ccmo^ in the red to Mr. Chalmers to notice in bU ** eithi 
V'' kingdom^ nnd its yeoqaanry of the most ** mate of the relativt stretch of Greet 
respectebto descriptien, and they might '* Britain; *’ but^ indeed, it ^ a l^t thrt 
be sure of his attention to their inteiests did by no means answer his purpose, whi^ 

** on all occasions. From a report which was to please Pitt, and ono way of doing' 

’ accidentally fdl into bis hands, it appear* whtch^as to persuade the nation that it was 

** ed that QO years ago, five millions of peo* in a most thriving and flourishing state, 

*' pie consumed more malt than nine mil- while it was weighed down to the very earth 

** lions do at this time, this he could not with taxes, and had constantly in its bosom 


'* account for, but perhaps the brewers 
•'' could ; for John Bull was as fond of beer 
" now as he was 90 years ago.’’—— Suppose 
we begin our remarks with this last (^rt of 
/ Mr. Coke's speech. It has nothit)g at all 
to do with the nnain question; but, n affords 
a good opportunity of questioning a popular 
opmion, which appears to me to be founded 
in error.—-The report, of which Mr. 
Coke speaks, was, doubtless, the report of 
the evidence of Mr. Arthur Young, svho 
stated, that, " by the return to the act of 
" 41. Geo. III. it appeals, that the number 
** of the people in 1720, was 5.5/)5,000, 
" and that, in the pet lodsof that act, it was 
" 9 , 343 , 578 ; " and yet, “ tlfat at the for- 
“ mer period moiemalt was consumed than 
“ at the latter period."—Of the utility 
of this statement wc shall, piob.ibIy, have 
to speak bye-and-by; bit’, iihcie did Mr. 
Young learn that the number was 5,565,000 
in ] 720 ’ Not “ by the return to the act j ’’ 
or, at least, I never ?aw or heard of any 
such return ; and I thought that all the re* 
turns to that act were in my possession. 
Mr. Young may have heard of a census, or 
numbering of the people, in England and 
Wales, previous to the year 1801 j but 1 
never did, and, I am ot opinion, that he 
.ha^ow spoken from no better authonty 
ihjn that of Grroory Kino, who, indeed, 
^as 60 minnte and accurate a gentleman, 
’that be included in his estimate the number 
of rabhUsio England and Wales.—When 
*tl)e’ returns were made to the House ot 
Comrpons, Mr. Ch.i]mers and others looked 
backlo Gregory's cstinute, and tiiumphant- 
ly exclaimed, see how our population has 
increased 1 But, in viewing the strength of 
this kingdom as relative to that of the neigh¬ 
bouring nations (which was the object pf 
Mr. Chalmers in paiticuiar), some attention 
should have been paid to what oui old pains- 
Jt^kiug friend Gregory said about the popu¬ 
lation of France, which, at the epoch of 
hts estimate, he stated at 12,O0().OU0; and' 

E W know, that, in the time of Necker, 
were in France, 26 , 000,000 of people, 
at, supposing Gregory’s estimate to 
luveheep correct, the population of France 
had Increased much more than the popuv- 
UoB of Eni^and, a fiict which it never occur* 


an immense arrayof tax-gatherers.—Now, 
as to the tact, ray opinion is, that the popu'* 
hltion of England and Wales has decreased 
during the last hundred years. London 
has increased, but look at the distant coun¬ 
ties ; look at the hnndieds of towns and 
villages, once considerable and now almost 
nothing ; look at the laige churches in places 
which now contain scarcely people enough 
to fill a large pew j but, above all, look at 
the ancient maiks of the plough imprinted 
upon milhom of acres of land winch now 
bear scaicely .s blade of grass. Let any man 
look at the sides of Old Winchester hill (near 
Wiirntord in tins county j) let him look at 
the sides of the down near Twyfbrd and 
Morestead, where the land, in order to’ 
en.iblo the horses to go, was first mowed with 
tlie spade, and placed in the fut m of steps 
of a stair; let him proceed westward evea 
to the laud’s end, nbsei ving the s'-me nil thw 
way , and then let ii.ni say, what demand 
fot food that must have be>.n, winch could 
have driven the cultivatjis of the land to 
such undertakings. All lli '•se lands are now 
u.iciiltivated ; and, I think, tlwt this fact 
alone is quite sufficient to prove, (hat tbero 
lb now lubb food Kqiiiied in the country than 
iheio foiint'ily wjs ; and, ot coni'*e, that 
tlie population has diraiuishcd.—'lleturti- 
ing from this digicssioii, tor which the 
readoi must blame Mt Coke, I come-to that 
pa't of the speech's, which applies to tho 
question before us. Upon what Sir Eo* 
BCK Bux ro't said it will uot be necessary to 
s.iy much, seeing tb.it the worthy Biionet; 
was kind enough to answer himself, as will 
be percciiedby the sentences which I have 
taken for my motto. In one breath he tells * 
us, that lowering the price of barley will 
disable the farmer to p.iy his rent and 
taxes; in the next breath, that it barley 
were cheaper, it would be mucli better 
the farmer iu every respect; m the third 
breath, that, by depreciaiuig the price of 
barley, you lay a partial tai. upon thefarpier. 
'I’his waa*pretty well, I think, for one sin¬ 
gle speech; and, if the comunitee, wbtpii 
was, it appears, appointed by the meeting 
" to act as circumstances might regolte,^ 
should blit discover sagacity equal to Sir Eo- 

beit, tbtir afiairs are, it must be coofesaed; 

$ * 
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in a moH protnutf^g - Mr Pxump- 

TBF Slid nothing, and Mr Cokp seeing to 
ha\e spoken a»* an amatem ruber ihan a 
practitioner He took care howcvei, to siy 
a great deal of hinisflt and seems to Inve 
been very anMous to t lust it to be bdliettd 
tbat ha is the mam pr p (i the farming in- 
teri St Wilt 1), ’ •« t s he, about two 
** jeais ago in ippl it on to tht effect of 
** tlie piestiii meisurf \ns made to the mi- 
nistiis //ewiftttf Mr Fox to as'.nie him 
" tint ho sh n Id c 1 1 the ittciitio i of his 
" county to It, and d> otcry thug in his 
*' po« tr to oppost 11 , lint Mr I oi return 
** ed for answir, you may h tp your tounij 
" quiet and SO ihi ippiicjtu n f 11 to the 
** giound, ' ana SO 1 tnist it will not fill 
to the giuund now, for, if the ministtrs iie 
to be till s tutoed i ide fioni do ng whit they 
are coniintcd is tor the geiKi il good, there 
can be no lei ii of rtpioich l( o ••utie to be 

bestov ed upon them-Ihc distiesscs of 

the phntershiu 1 illow, little to do with 
the question, whuh I conhi i nunlytothe 
general inttusts of Pngliiid, bit, whit 
dots Mr Coke nicui by isseiting, tint the se 
distressesb ivc iriscn thieflj by the *\nm 
“ f/tng specuhtioiis of tht pi inters’” The 
plinters are no more gimb'ers, ami, perinps, 
not nearl} somueh, as the Norfolk Innuis 
are In the finuhcs ot nnn) of them tliiir 
plantations hue been foi seiei il ure i ti mis, 
and their pursuits put ike is hull ot tie in 
tuie of gimbling is dp the pm suits of Mi 
Coke Ihere hue, of lire yeirs, been 
speculations enough in fuming, spieu'itinns, 
too, boideiing upon gambling , audy * Mi 
Coke would nut like lo hen the act usition 
applied to hirascif ind " /«t eoniity ' 

II 1 be following is 1 cop) of th Petition 
to pailiaiaent from “ thi Oumrs andoctu- 
•' pieis of land ie\itknt in tin. toun and 
** neighlourhood of Kor/slon ^ lh>t 
'* youi petitioners lie imny of them owners, 

** but the gicuti part of them occupiers of 
** lands, in a distiict wliuc birlev is the 
** principal artiek of produce, and where, 

** from the greit pioportion of irable land, 
it is presumed more barley is cultis ited 
'* yeaily thin in ilmost any other district of 
equal extent in tins country——lb»t 
** your petitioners find it extremely difhenlt, ' 
** bv their most laborious exertions, to 
** obtain a reraonorilton, even ui kindly 
seasons, propoitionate to thqii labour, 

" owing to the increased expense of eicry 
ortiele necessaiy to husbindry, md the 
" opprewive weight of rates and t ixes, to 
V which they aie Inblo Tbit they hue 
at all tunes clieerfallv borne the full Slnic 
" et pubbe butlhetis, iti the hope that they 


" would have been enabled td pfoenre t( 
** fair and leasonabte profit from the pro- 
“ dnee of their land But they have late*' 
" ly been very sensibly alarmed at the mea- 
" sure which they uiiderstand has beeif re- 
“ commended by a committee of your ho- 
" nounblc house, to whom it was rcferied 
" to Lon»iJti of the expediency of piqhibit- 
" ing the use of birley, malt, and other 
** grain m the distilleries of British spmts, 
“ a id of substituting sugar and molasses in 
" their stead , a ciicumstance which can- 
" not fad, as )our petitioners most humbly 
" insist,*to depieiiate in a very considerable 
“ degree thoic esseuti il articles of subsist- 
“■ tnte, the giowth of our own country, in> 
fivoui of others (useful,indeed, intheufla- 
tuic butol cons dirably less consequence), 
*' tiicpiodiiccofourowndistantcolonies, and 
“ > oui pet 11 lonei s beg leave humbly to repre** 
“ jeiit lo this hon house, that tlie depression 
“ of our ow n produce, for the benefit of our 
“ ill ,t ml colonies, appe irs to your petition- 
“ CIS bum iippoliticand unjust Ihalstich 
“ «pi)n ikadopted by the legislature of the 
" touiiii), and passed into a hw, must be 
" highly deirimenlal to the faimei, md 
“ throw a dimp on the incieising spiiil of 
“ agricullute (in the perfection of which 
" the pLrmanent secuiity of the kingdom 
' will be found to exist) at a time the most 
dmgfious foi such an experiment to be 
“ imde, md that the hnded interest, upon 
“ fvl ich the gicatist pioportion of the pre- 
' sent tixes are tbiown, will be still more 
*' dtpicssed, and, of consequence, lose that 
“ I iinl weight in the scale of the country, 

lo which It least it is entitled-Your 

“ pctilioneisbeg to urge toyour hon hlKise 
“ IS m uiiqucstion ible f ict, that the grov?tt 
“ ot grain in this country must be piopor- 
“ tiombly diminished, by lessening the de- 
*' mmd foi It, whilst every extensibn of the 
" nnrket, will encom ige and increase the 
“ giowth, and theieby improve our internal 
'* resources, and lessen our dependance np- 
“ on other countnej and tnat the present 
growth ot glim fias of late ynis beeit 
" much mcreised, and is capable, by impar- 
“«tiai legisliiive protection, of being ren- 
** dered equal to the supply of every domes* 
‘ tic market that can be opened to it 
" Ihit a grcit propoition of your petition* 
" ers’ lands he in a common field state, 
/iubjec’to the rights ot sheepwalk, and td 
mvariabit lotationsof cropping, and (her 
•' dcpreciition ol the value of their bpnfejr 
“ ciop will tl<*iefore be more deeply Inju* 
•'mocs to them, and ihit, f tom the tompa* 
“ ^rative poveity ot the soil of a laige pait of 
I* this district, the orops arc obtamed by a 
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^^preater exertion, and a more eapbosive 
mode of farming, than in many other 
** narta: yonr petitioners must, tiierefore, 
” necessarily be mote proportionably de- 
psessed by a decrease of the v^lue of the 

'‘crop.- '¥001 petitioners^ therefore, 

" think it incumbent on them to lose no 
time most humbly to implore your hon. 
boifio, to take the circwmslances of their 
** case into your consideration, and that you 
will not permit a lestriction, in its nature 
so injurious to your petitioners, and to the 
landed interest of the country in geneial, 
to pass into a law; and that yotsu ill af> 
ford them such relief in the ptci^mms, as 
" to your wisdom and justice shall seem 
“ meet.’’-——There is nothing neiv in this 
petition, if ue suppose it to have been ofiater 
date than the speeches of Sii KobeitHux* 
Ion and Mr, Coke, otherwise that part is 
new, which speaks of the heavy hues borne 
by the land-owners and farmers bu Kobeit 
spoki as it almost all the t ixcs fell upon the 
land. Almost the wholt* of the paor-za/t’s 
certainly do f ill immerf/rt/r/y iifioii the lainl, 
but, aie they not^finalli/ paid by the Lonsu- 
merol the com, after the same manucr that 
the fax upon sugu and rum is paid by ilie 
consumer? A g.sllon of rum is brought into 
England, the importer pays, peili'ps, ten 
sliillingb duty and live shillings in puicliase 
money ; but, if he sell it to me, do / not 
pay (he duty ^ The coin is taxed by the 
overseer of the pool , the farmer pays him 
the lax, but do not I, who ion«ume the 

corn, piytlie lax in (he end’-It is other- 

wiie with the income, or piopeity, tax. 
I'here the land owner has a decided advans- 
ta^;Hbr, his mtome, which he has in /><r- 
piys no highei i ate* of tax than the 
Jticonie ol a carpenter or smith, whose in> 
come, and the existence of whose family, 
depend entirely upon his life, nay upon that 
v<3ty precarious thing, his health. Sir Robert 
Euxtuii has, wc will 8.iy, five thous.ind 
podtTds a year, derived from Lind; and, of 
course, he pays jCsi 0 a jear income tax. A 
tradesman gams five thousand pounds a year 
by his trade, and he pays t^'5(X) a yeai in¬ 
come tax. Rut, Sir Robi rt's Imd is held ,in 
perpetuity ; it is productive wlietber he be 
wall or sick, and it descends to his heir after 
iitin; while the tradesman's ^ins may cease 
in a moment, aie subject to a hundred ca¬ 
sualties. and are, in fact, not worth above 3 
f>X ^ years purchase, while Sir Robert's aic 
W&i^th SOyeap purchase at theveiy least. In 
such'^S'stfSiWL of things tlio land owneis, and 
espedially Lind-owners, raigbt,%>ne 

woidd Ihink^were it merely ftsr decenoy’s 
wdte, abstain from complaining about the 


partiality of taxatioojp—^Tlj^se petKidnew* 
state, that, “ even in kindly seasoosi they 
" can harilly obtain a sufficient remuixem* 
" tion for their labour, owing to tiie high 
price of every article necessary to boa- 
“ bap^ry, dnd the oppressive weight of 

“ rates and taxes."-What do they mean 

by “ kindly seasons?*' Do they mean plen^ 
tiful years ? VYhy, in plentiful years com ia 
chi ap, and that, according to their apparent 
view of the matter, is a great injury to them, 
they being, in fact, petitioners for a high 
price h Ami, as to ai tides necessary to hus¬ 
bandry, the principal of which is iaiour, does 
It not, gentlemen, bear (t.iken together with 
the pool-rates) an exact propoition to the 
juice of your corn’ To not ren/i also pie- 
serve this jiroportion, upon an average of 
years; and must not this be the case ’ is it^ 
not so 111 in'* nature of things? And, upon* 
.iny other supposition, w'ould ilieie not be 
some ‘eiise 10 lUe standing (oast of the far- 
me Is: “ Che.ip land and dear corn?”—— 
Ml, Young, too, t.ilks, as we shall see bye* 
and-by, about lates and taxes and expensive 
utensils and the many othei diicouragvtnenif 
to .igriculture; bat, when, a few weeks ago. 
Ml Young was writing to me W'ith a view 
to obtain a general enclosure bill, he agreed 
with Mr. Spence, that there were more Jar- 
met r than farms, and that dapital was every 
day moie and more pressing forward to^ bs 
employed in agriculture. The fact is so.* It 
IS notorious, that, if there be a farm to let, 
the owner IS instant!)^ beset with applicants 
for it. Is this a pioof that f irming yields 
little profit ’ Does this coiroborate ihe idea 
of Mr. Wakefield (whom, by the bye, I 
should have been glad to hear from again), 
that “ the farmer is not sufficiently revmrd- 
“ cd f ir his labour and the use of bis ca- 
“ pifal >" 

111.^'he Report of the Committee of the 
House of Commons, leconimending the use 
of Sugar instead of Corn, in the Distilleries, 
is veiy long; but, it will be sufficient for all 
the pin puses of the discussion to insert the 
concluding pan of it, which contains the re*** 
suit of their inquiries.——*' Itapjoears to 
“ your committee, that considerable quan- 
“ ties of wheat, flour, and oats, have been 
" annually impoi ted into Great Britain for 
" some years past, while the export of those 
arttdes has been very trifling. The an** 

“ imal impoi t and export of bailey is very 
stnali. *Tlus furnishes a sufficient pro<^ 
that we have of late years depended, in* 
some degiee, upon our foreign connec>* 
tions fur a supply of food for the inhabi* 
tants ot this country, ami your coramRtra 
are not informed of any circumstances at- 
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** tendanton the late that can diminiah 

** the Importance of that resource.-Your 

** committee taking into their most serious 
*t consideration the state of our foreign re- 
** htions, and the consequent probability 
that our usual supply of grain fropa fo- 
** reign countries may fail us, are naturally 
** M to suggest niejsuies of precaution 
isiiich may eventually ward off so great 
** an evil.——It appears that about 4/0,000 
** qrs. of grain are annually consumed by 
me British distillers, and a greater qiianti- 
tyin IiclancI, and that the importation of 
** corn into G. Britain from foreign parts, 
exclusive of that fiom Ireland, has for 5 
years past amounted to about 770,000 qrs. 
Under the pressure of an actual scarcity, 
*' there would be no hesitation in having 
" recourse to a stoppage of the distilleries. 
" Your committee therefore submit, that 
** the restriction of that tiadc to the use of 
sugar for a limited time in G. Britain 
** only, (if the measure should be deemed 
inadmis-sible as to Ireland) would be a 
** wise measure of precaution under our 
** present prospects. It would leave foi the 
lood of the people 470,000 qrs. of grain, 
** a quantity greater than the importation of 

** oats in the last year.-Aware however, 

** tliat should any change of circumstances 
open our communication with the rest ol 
** the world, this measure might bcreBolei- 
** ed unnoccs'iry in the view just stated— 
** aware that although in the event of a de- 
ficient crop this year, the distress would 
** be greatly increased if acconipinied bj’ a 
*' dcticiency in our usual foreign supplies; 
*' yet, that in the event of a superabundant 
.harvest, the pioposed restriction mighf be 
found very huitful to the agricultural in- 
** tercsts of Uie kingdom—aware that the 
** return of peace iiught relieve the West 
** India planters from their present dvjtress, 
** and th.st probably seme measures may be 
" devised which may alleviate that distress 
** before the period to which it is proposed 
“ to limit this suspension shall be coii- 
’** cludcB, your committee recommend in 
** the strongest manner, that any bill to be 
" brought in, in consequence of this Reiiort, 
** should contain a clause granting a power 
** to the king in council, upon a sufficient 
** notice, to do away the suspension, and 
" allow the distillers to carry on their trade 
** in the accustomed manner.——When it 
" isconcidered how very small a fiortiou of 
the b.irley grown in this kingdom is con> 
Burned by the distillers, it is scarcely pos- 
sible to tltink that the proposed measure 
itself can bear veiy hatd upon the grow* 
er.- It is calculated tltat 1,2(X),00U acres 


are used for that purpose, of 'wbidh aboit 
80,000, or one>sixteentli, are sufficient toS 
grow the whole quantity jfrom which tlie' 
spirits consumed in England are producM. 
The quantity of barley and here grown- in 
Scotland does not, in all probability, bear 
a much less proi^rtioa to that consumed 
in a similar manner. There ate doubt¬ 
less m my parts of the country in il^liich 
" the substitution of a different crop could 
" be attended with no disadvantage, and 
" might eventually be attended with profit. 

“ III the most cultivated parts of Scotland, 
in whieh a practical knowledge of agricul- 
“ ture ex^ists in as great perfection as any- 
“ where, such a substitution has been found 

actually to answer.-It is to be remark- 

" ed, that although it may be deemed dis- 
advantageous to substitute any other 
" grain in the room of baiiey, yet that the 
" prices of grain mutually opeiate upon 
“ each other, and that a rise or fall in the 
“ pi ice of anyone kind must have a corre¬ 
sponding inffueiiCe on the prices of the 
rest j and^foat any alarm which might be 
created by this measure can Only operate 
piospectiveiy as to next year's crop, from 
an expectation that the same suspension 
will again be resorted to.-^Your com¬ 

mittee trust, that on a full cousideration 
of the subject, all apprehension will bo 
done away by tlie pon-er proposed to be 
vested in the king and council. They are 
sensible that they should not have fulfilled 
the duties imposed on them by the house, 
unless they proceed to consider every pos¬ 
sible mode of relief for the proprietors of 
West India estates; and they trust that 
they shall be enabled to suggest mretio^cs • 
so permanently beneficial to that bodyj\i^ 
to render it unnecessary for them again to 
apply for the interference of parliament, 
even should the present anomaleus state 
of our foreign relations be protracted.—^ 
Your committee are persuaded that the’ 
permanent adoption of this u:;£a*.ure,v^ld 
be attended with great evils to the aericul- 
turc of the country; they feel if incum¬ 
bent on them to state, that nothing in the 
,ev idence before them could induce a re*> 
commendation to that effect; they con¬ 
ceive that itsfieqiieiit repetition wouldibe 
still more hurtful; and nothing but the-^ 
strong caw so clearly made out by the 
West India interest, coupled with the loss 
of our trade with the countries frop^. 
whence we derived a great proportio^of 
•• our foreign supply, could p];(:t<rrl'1^n 
“ foera to advise even this sliMt temporary 
** ^titerference (j^arded as by ^ho pro- 
*' posed iimitations) wltk an established 
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'^•ystera of ogriailUirl^.x-^'nte peculiar F qtiite dear, from tbia report, Hmttbq !»• 

' * sitoatioa (^li%]and,ilie great difficulty of ' noenoe of what Mr.doke taUithelaQi^ 
collecting the revenue on spirits there, interest did sufficiently prevail. Would 10 

great prevalence of illegal distillation, God that as great care were taken of the ge- 

** aiW the fear that this measure, together neral interests of the nation, in many othtfr 

“ witth the popular preference for com cases that I could point out! 

**■ whiskey, might increase that trade to an IV*. The Evidence of Ma. Abtrvk 
** unlimited amount, and interfere with any Yovko, Secretaiyto the Board of Agricul* 

*’ regulations that might be adopted for its ture, as it appears to have been the ^nd 

suppression, prevent your committee from war-horse of the com merF, is worthy of 

’ decidedly recummendin!; the extension of particular attention. He was examiiMxl by 

this suspension to that country, but they the committee on the 2[st, the 24th, ana 

y arc by no means prepared to assert that 25th of March The minutes of the exa- 

such regulations may not possil^y be de- minalioii are too long to be inserted here en> 

" vised as to lender its adoption there as tire, but, by leaving out those parts, which 

** pruticable as m Great Britain *Theyaie relate to the mannar of ailtivating land, to 

" unwilling to express an opinion on this the particular interests of certain persons and 
“ part of the question —Your committee districts, and to othei matters of mere detail, 

" press upon the consideration of the house we shall find room for all that has connec* 


** the seveie loss that must be felt by the tion with the great points under discussion, 

empire at large, and by no pait of it more -- — But, before I proceed to quote, Tmost 

** than by the landed interest, if some effi- beg the reader to bear in mind, that he baa 
cent renuxty should not stve the West been addressed by Mr. Young through tho 

India colnnu s fi om thv disasters tiiat await pages of some recent numbers of my Hsgis- 

thera-When it is recolJected that this tei His letters will be found in the present .. 

country derives from them a*net resenue volume, at pages 288, 3^5 ,568 f and a 

on sugai of {,000,000 annuilly, be- words wdl suffice for their history. 1 badf 

bides the duties on the other aititles ot in several previous numbers. Contended, that / 
their produce, that they take oft maim- England was capable of maintaining herself 
facturcs and prodiue of this countiy to independent ot all foreign commerce. Mr. 
the amount ot r£t),(XX),0(X) steiling, to Young, in his first letter, endeavoured to 
w Inch considerations must be ndded the lonvmce me of the contrary, and raferred to 
shipping they employ, and th'' sailor-, , hit experience to prove, that, without fo« 
bled in the tiadc, ind thit were the to- | leign commerce, even our agriculture could 
slrivtion taken 0 1 tint now impedes the not flour.sh In the lume letter he noticed 
' cxpuit of cut 1 to tlu lolonies, the) would an nssortion nf mine, that, in'years of the 
^import fron hence, to the great ad\ an- gre itest know ii scarcity, we had not import- 
' ti^^ tliC Pritish I'm Iholdei riul mei • ed more than enough piovisions for one 
’ rliMtt, a conudii ih'e piopoihon of \ihat week, and he eiiteicd into a very minute 
‘i/iltey now do ti in Itiicign paits, it is arcuunt of our imports of grain, with the 
' hoped tint the houtv. will think voin c( m- new of convincing me, that we did, in a 


■ niitlee wan anted, imdei the pciuliai cit 
(umstances of the turns, in r4.n)mnicnd- 
• ing the bi’speii«ion of the nse ot gi iin in 
the distilleries of G Biitnii, and then rc- 
•StTRllHin to the use of stigr foi one yen, 
from tli^lst of Jult, 1808, to the 1st of 
July, 1600, accompanied b) the aforcsiid 
discietioiiaiy powei to be vested ni his 

f* majesty.”-Mr O ke i ompl iius of tlie 

composition ot th^ comm ttcc, andsays, tint 
thp twnlry genlteiinn (I thought, for my, 
part, the race bad been exti ut) were ex¬ 
cluded from It, thoigb It'ippeiis from the 
members present upon the iilh of March, 
that, out of 14 members, thcie v\tre»Sir 


gic It nrc'isute, depend upon foreign com- 
nuirector an sdeqaate supply of food, In 
Ins so< ond letter (page 375} he took ocoaslon 
to point out the remedy, that is to aay, an 
uidiiion to be made to the food of thecoun- 
tiy b> the enclosing of the waste landi^ under 
the operation of a genersl enclosure bill. Ins 
answet to this letter, I stated (see p 165) se- 
vei il objections to a measure of this sort, and 
asked, besides, wbiSt good it would do, see¬ 
ing that " the friends of agriculture” com¬ 
plained com was already ioo cheafi ^ Mr. 
Young, It page 568, made an attempt to an¬ 
swer this question how far be succeeded 
the leader has seen, but, at "iny ri^e, he still 


Henry Mildmay, Mi I iscelles, and Mi 
WesweBr-v Whethei there wtre any moie 
great lau^wners I do not know, %r I 
Know not tlie persons of most ot the leu of 
the mMabers; present, but, 1 think, i! i» 


persisted, that oiy piospectsof future suinily 
were veij glootiy, and that the only em*c- 
tual remedy Iny in a me sure of general e«- 
closme it must be r bvuus to every om», 
tut such a mcasuic, it adopted, would b*» 



'riow ip Its Ofteration. My opinion is, that 
woi^ never have the proposed effect, and 
1 neea give no other reasons than those 
etated m the article above rtierred to, and 
which Mr Young has not, in my opinion, 
lehiled, oi shaken in the smallest degree 
But, be this as it ina>, thcie cm be no tloiibt 
upon this point, ib it, to obtain m additional 
supply of food from laudi now lying uaste 
must be a work of tim , to sa} nothing about 
the seed lequiad hi tl and the libuui 
which must be withdrawn tiom the lauds al 
ready enclosed and under cultivation Ne* 
vcrthelcss^ let this be conceded too. Let the 
suppusUiou be adopt'd, tint this seed and 
thislaboui, so witlidiawn, would leave the 
other Imds j ist as they weie, and even sup¬ 
pose, that, lu the ensuing yen, the iilw en¬ 
closures would give us an iddition to oui 
food, let us suppose all this, still the fact 
is, that there n no such ii o isine of gem tal 
(*ncIo$uie. We .in, not it the present mo- 
nunt, to trouble o iiscUcs w t'l vvlnt vugltl, 
what may, or wliit ut^ be, but, we ill 
know, that iheieii nog net il cnclosu ebill, 
that thete a no su li t ii ’ s that w luc h Mi. 
Vodiig iiihisied W 1 S cm oi /if icsouiic mmist 
the (laiigus, ni) tl i honori, ut i nou-ini, r 
tation ol food Well, tlic^u, who would init 
Jiave enpected to fnd Mr Yomg amongst 
the most sieiiuiusot the Hioritts toi nn 
iropoitation of coin iii the ti im of si i ’ 
Who would net Irve c epu led to lit ir him, 
who was so aliriiu I u tl t stoiipi^eof tli*- 
impoitation of H lO O Oquirteis ot corn iii- 
»¥» lly. conglatultit HU and niy icadeis, tint 
the ministers had foi iid out i wiy of s emg 
the Consiitiipnon of 3\K),tj0f> cpniU rs an.ui- 
ally» by causing smgai t>ht, iistd ui the ois 
tilleries > “ lim.sLrs,’ svva lit fp > 77 ), 

best know wlitie tom is to bt had, to 
me It stems just as piobible to plot me it 
** from the Moon as l/om P.i s 1 11 IVMad. 
** Were a shott crop, 01 a wttl s 1 ndiw, 
toarrve, we should se* the tsco ’ ouses 
called together, Dnin.ittwi's appouned , 
examinations, procetJings, prothinations 
J* issued; hat mguti punioniitesl , suosti* 
“ tufCs letonimeiuitd , the volmitee>s in 
** atfivity , goveiiimeiit iliinied, md Bno- 
f* naparto dehttltted * Well. Sir, the mi¬ 
nisters have found com, and th..t, too. 
Without goirg to the Moon ; 'inJ, aie you 
pot pleased at the liitky discovti/ ’ Not it 
all, it seems, andycyu now dicid, not “ ^ 
short crop ot a week’s miHi-tv," but a 
gl'ittf’d market/ And s'ill , .ijc, still you 
ciy foi more corn, thioiigh the means of a 
general enclosure bill! This leally is 
ecough to addle one's hi am. In Sir Robert 
BuUoO or any ut tlic amateurs, who a&sem'* 


ble to 4nak success to agrloilture, suen 
palpable mtonsisiency might be turned onS^ 
with a laugh, but it is painful to see a ge^ 
tlemanrot gicat and acknowledged tale^/ 
and of experience, as to such matters, ^Sur¬ 
passing (hit of, perhaps, any otbet^ roan 
living, th IS hanipcud by the influence of 
.1 more than sectaiian bigotry to ore parti¬ 
cular pmsmt.—.— Let us now proceed to the 
extiacts from the minutes, begimiitig With 
the examination of ibe 21 st of Maich.—— 

" Q Wh it, m yom opinion, would be the 
“ eflecls upon the .ignculture of the coun- 
" tiy of^the piohibition to use the usual" 
soits of grain m the dislilleiics ot G. 

“ Biitam'and Iieland’ A. I conceive, 

" that the eflect would be injurious to the 
dgiiuiltute of the kingdom, exactly m 
” piopoition to thecp’intity lemovedfrom 

“ cleiiiand 11 the maiket- Q Is that 

" quantity so considerable as to make the 
“ bull) growci look to the distillery as a 
“ souKeot ( oiisulc I.ible influence on the 
“ pn'i. ot the aiyrU’ A L^udoubtedly, 

" no icpoit Ci,iild spread through the krng- 
" don, icl*.ti\c‘ to any stoppage in the 
“ uisi lltn, which would not tvinmhatelif 
• fJi pute of lai/iy in iny appre- 

" IiLiiMiii.- Q You havc staled, iii your 

“ fust inswei, tl u the exclusion of grain 
fiom t'le d ( ilciies, would be injurious 
to the a,iicumire of the country do 
“ v<Ai nil 111 that it would be so undei the 
1 nniitioii of one jen, or do you connect 
w ih th t Iiiiiii ition a continued exclusion 
.ilttiwatds ■■ The stoppage of the 
disiiluiv loi one vcai, next October, 1 
c AKciVc, wculd aftect the quautiiy of 
bn lev so All tlio following spimg, lel^tiv e 
to 111 ) alter t flirt, it would depeiidu|^n 
the tiicmiistniccsl alluded to before --- 2 s 
Q "iou line stated, that the report of 
such c\ U siuu be ing spread about the 
eoun 13 , would be iiijuiious to the agv- 
culim<» ot thecountiy’ A Metely by 
s Ilk 11 '»the piiee — — Q Has suyirfeport 
circuh ud alicady ’ A. I reiffly do not 
know. I have been m town ever since 
this committee sat, or was expected to 

sn- Q His the price fallen ? A. Mo,, 

fiiot that I know of ——-Q Is there any 
reason to expect it wdl immediately fall ^ 
A. 1 stated the crop to be a shoit ot e, and. 
' c()nsc()uently there is little likelihood tf 
' the pine falling unth a short crop, spefik- 

* ing only at the present time, and so late 

* in the seison as fhe month of Marcbf 

-^Ihere needs no comment ppom >thia. 

Thaansweis do, in flict, answe^’bemselves. 
Itj^strange, though, that Mr.yToung, wh<| 
hc^ constant correspondenee w^th ^cry 
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of tbe coantty, and who, I believe, 
eriQtends the publishing of a monthly 
agi^''ulturai repoit, should have wanted in> 
fehiLMonasto this impoitant fact, inuroly 
he hid been tn (own. But, when 
he was ^sked, li the price was expect dio 
fall, he see ms to have been full) aarare of 
the danger of being a prophet Lejore the 
event •'1 hci e was, last} ear, n shoi t ci up of 
barley then, it ,teins, ancljctMr Yountr, 
in another part of his evidence, sa>s tint 
the price of bailey i» now too lovv, and 
then, again, he si)s thit he wints new 
wiiclpsuies, in otdei that mote torn, niiglit 
be raised, to prepare us igainst a day of 

acirciu *-^The examm.iiun goes'on.— 

—-** Q Siippojing the nerage qunility of 
" com mipnted aito this couniiy can be 
*' justly computed at mote thin b00,000 
quartets, wins iijmv then, arise, to the 
market, bv adkiiOrtC in the demand to 
the amount ut JOO QUO quaitc’is used in 
the distillepts it tl'« nine when we con¬ 
ceive the impotitim is i.enly, if not 
totally stopped > '1 he i^ncukuie of 

the kingdom h iving b.. mi giedtlj depres¬ 
sed by the regulai unpurialion of faOo 000 
quaiters, it would stem ut alloiheiie- 
raedies the must extiaoidiiniy, to laUe 
fiom the demand, such a, if is, that of 
300,000 quarters, oi any other given 
“■ quantit}. It stems to b*’ an addition of one 

evil to anothei -Here we see Mi 

Young alarmed at a new evil Adimimshed 
demand, not a diminished supply, is now 
the spectre that Inunta his imigmalion 
Ibis has been obseived on before, but, it 
cannot be toy ofleii piestnted to the uMdci 
The motto to ray last sheet (in which I 
on>,ted to put the name of Mr. Young) 
was, as will be seen, estracted from one ol 
his letters His letters ill tended to one 
point, iiijraLly, tint of cmsingitto be bc- 
4 .V ed, that hnghnd, as her agrualtine’ 
MOW stands, is, upon an average of jeais, 
unabk u piovide for hei own subsistence. 
|s it not raonstious then, to hear him now 
dedaie; tint the introduction of 300,000 
quarters of corn, in the shape ot sugar, is 
an evil^ But, we are now going to hear 
him say, that the eountiy can provide for 
Its ^ ants, not only without any importation 
m any shape, but without any new enclo¬ 
sures.--" Q. Do you suppose, that the 

** evil of tlie decrease ot the den.an(l of 
** 300,000 quaiters, can be equal to the 
•* evil of tlie import ot 800,000 quarters > 

A Ce»-tamlyuot- Q. Do you suppose 

that alt the land in cultivation througNut 
f* England, would be able to supply f/W 
t* fmfuiiifty^ A- CEBTAINLY, without 


** ike hesitation of a ntomeni.mm^iQ, 

•* out breaking up pasture? A, It would be H 
« very great benefit to break up pasture. 
** A gre. 1 t deal of bav^asture lemainf so» 
foi want of encouragement to plough 
" it, ao4 if that enormous irapoit wSM 
•* tut off, alt such bad pastures would 
“ mimediatelv be undei the plough —— 
Whit would be the consequence ot u to 
" th<* giaaing of the count!y ^ A Tlio 
' glazing of the country dues not depend 
“ upon bad pastures, but upon good, and 
" landlords would certainly t.ike care that 
good grass should be supi lied —— 
Would not the diminution of the quanU- 
" ty ot pa-turelmd, laise the price of but- 
'• chcrjiucat, butter, aid cheese > A. It 
would lessen the price, for there can be 
" no question at all, but that the clover and 
turnips upon such pastures, so broken up* 
would pioduce much nioie ot those at-* 
'' tides, than the whole pastuiedid before. 

“ -y Would this expedient avail much, 

“ supposing the foicign supply of G. Bri- 
“ tain suddenly cut oft ’ A It such chan|^ 
" oecuircd in the month of June, it cei*- 
tainly could have* no cfte< t till the season 
*' ot putting crops in return .igiin ——-Q* 
“ You hate stated, that a great de.il of pas- 
“ tare remains unploiighed, because it is 
“ not worth while to plough it. cyuld it be 
" piolitably brought into a course of com 
" crops unless theie wcie a r< nsidenble m-t 
" crease in the puce of com ’ jfl. Un^ 
doubtedly not, or the expectation of a beU 

tei price.’-Now, hefiisl states, that 

onr average irnpoiration has been 800,0Qa 
quartets cf corn , tb’s quantity, together 
with wint we giew, he says was necessaty 
to Us, and he adds that he knows not whet 9 
the niinisteis <iic to hnd it. But, say the 
committee, do jou suppose, that our kn^ 
aluady^rnclosed and under cultivation, would 
be able to supply the quantity of coin which 
we h ue been acciistoniql to import ? ''‘Cer^ 
tainly," says he, " without the hesita-i 
“ t ion of a moment.” It follows, then, T 
think, that Mr Spence and I weie right, 
when w e asserted (what Mr Young contra* 
dieted) that we could exist independent of 
commerce, and that there, was no necessity 
foi that general enclosure bill, which be re* 
preseated as the only preventive of the hen’ll 
rots of starvation. “ Aye,” will he say, 
but not too fast. I say the knds in oulti* 
vation fare af/e to supply US; but, Iin$an 
untler another mode oj cultivation thdn 
“ the present." Why, so / said, Mr. 
Young, when I objected to the project of | 
general enclosure bill, and you, at the cloM 
«f a p.iss 3 ge> m which you give yoor reasoni 
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^ believing that little or no iroprovement 
in the caltivation of lands already enclosed 
can be expected, emphatically observe, 
that, “ speaking generally, land, already 
** occupied, is no more at our disposition 
** than land in the Muon," (See page 57^;. 
Well, theiit Sir, the land already enclosed 
is not, according to your statement made to 
' me and my readeis, “ a/’/e to supply ” the 
800,(XW quarters, lieretotbre supplied from 
abroad; and, what you say afterwards about 
the biwik'iug up of pasture will avail you 
nniiglit in removing the inconsistency, unless 
you can show us, that you have now dis¬ 
covered a way of putting at our disposition 
" lan'.'S in the Moon.”——On the latter 
p.iit 01 this extract, I only beg the reader to 
observe, that the breaking up of pasture is 
to reiitkT e.orn, butcher’s meat, butter, and 
chees,', more (tlKudutil, and to /e\ieu the 
pticc of tin tt, and ilic (arnier is to bo 
induced to Ineak up pasture?, by an 
increase, or eipciled inneu^e in piLet. 
Respect for Mr. Young’s talents and 
-xeal restrains me; but, icrlly, (his is.ilmfst 

tAo much,to lieir. - . . The £\imiiiialiou 

of the 'idtii ot Marib, \»hlch led lo 
the queAtiun of enclo>ures was as follows, 
** ~Q. Do you apprehend under the pie- 
**■ sent circiunstances ot the face of ICuroi'yO, 
" there is any very .daiming danger of a 
“■ redundancy of gram in the maiKet ? 
yf. I do not conceive th it "I present, there 

is any apiie.uarice,of it.-<J). Doyon 

not apprehend there is a possibility of a 
great distress from the non-impoiMtion 
** of oats ? A. There certainly may ire a 
great prabahility of .some diAlrcss for 
" want of vnriou.s sorts of corn for a tinio, 
** but 1 conceis'c, that supposing impor- 
** ration svas, .from the state of Europe, 

** cut off, that the tvil would speedily be 
corrected, by such an enc-nirUtgcmeut 
to the agriculture of the kingdom, as 
** would soon produce a redundancy. 

Q. Must not that last a-. long as the ports 
^ of Euinpe continue .shut against ns, or 
*' till there are some great improvements 

in agriculture ? A. Certainly.- Q, Do 

" yon conceive, that any immediate, or 
" temporary inconvenience would follov’ 

" from a diminution of the qnantity 
** brought to market in the ensuing year, 

•' to the amount of about 1,0(XJ,CI0() of 
*' quarters ? A. Such an inconvenience 
certainly might hattpen without a doubt. 

** --Q What is the nature of that in- 

convenience : A. It would greatly de- 
J,' [Kind upon what the ensuing crop shodd 
prove. Th" iucorvenience would be 
verv jcrloas indeed if we had a failure 


*' in the crop.-^— Q. Do jroa thin^ 

" if the conimmpttdn of grain were' 
continue as at present, and the iin^W: 
‘‘ from every pait of the world, 

" exceptfd, were to cedso for the 
" or IS moiith.s, that the pricegrain 
“ would rise within that period ^to a de- 
" grt-e tli.,t would . be distressing to the 
“ ]Mipulation of these hngdoms ? V/. Un- 
“ doubtcdly the pries might riic to'SncIi 
" a degree, but it still v. ould be dependent,- 
" in a great measuie, «)ii what the crop is, 

" of course.- Q. I am talking of an 

" avertge crop ! A. Inconvenience migHt' 
” result even if we had an average o op ; 
'• because, it we look back for the l.i- l 0 
“ years, we have h.id a very consMiublo 
“ imp«rt.it’on, and yet the crops Lave 
" Ireen n )t far from -iveragc crops " — — 
Hera lie is got completely Into the subjtinc- 
t've luocd. He sloe, not conceive, that at, 
presen*, there is any ai 'rming danger troin 
a redondaniy of com ; he ilitnks there may 
be a great prolaUlity of iume distress from 
the stoppage' of the foreign corn-poits, but 
is amtideiit the evil would speedily be cor- 
rt't-*efl by such encouragement to ihcagricnl- 
tiiic of lho>c kingdoms as would produce a 
tedundaary. And this, rjeader, was the 
gentleman who so frightened you, and, al¬ 
most frightened me, with his anticipation of 
“ aslicrt crop ora week’smiktew !” Nay, 
ho .said (see p. .572) " Prevent the want of 
“ importation before wo hear one word of 
'' lulaviity of producing too much corn." 
He would not hoar one word', no, not on6 
wold of this, until we had so improved our 
agiicultiire, as to prevent the want of ira- 
porration. Have we so improved nttki^ir ?. 
Why, then, do you talk of injury to a gri- 
culturc from the w.iut of demand i You haET* 
recommended a general enclosure bill: . 
" what for ?” said 1, “ to get more corn 
“ That, according to the complaints of ifHt 
I “ country gentlemen, (for the sentim ent 
' “ never was mine, observe) vgtus/d oe * ait 
evil, as they say that com is now loo 
“ cheap,'' To this your answer, jiist quo¬ 
ted, was given; to this you answered, 
‘^,.prevent the want of importation hefor* 

" we hear one word of the calamity of pro- 
dnciiig too much com.” So say I; hut, 
you, it seems, are, nouf, not only bearing, • 
but saying, a good many words about th« 

“ calamity of producing too much corn,* 
le]ore any thing has been done to prevent thf 
want of impoiialien.——“—'To proceed? Al 
admits, that a temporary inconvenimoe 
mifht happen, if the demand of next year 
sl:(^ald exceed the supply to the amdiuit of 
a^ut one million of quarters i andtMf 



‘MAY 7, 1808.— 

ports were to cooUnoe sJmt for 12 
J months longer, the price miifkl rise to 
. u^ressiug degree, bat that much would 
Sdcp^i upon the crop j nay, he ss candid 
^enougl^ admit, thiit, if the crop^ were an 
Average o^e, inconvenience arise, and 
well he might ntake this admission, after 
having, with all his great powers of state* 
meat, iinprinted upon our minds the fact, 
that, upon an average of many years, we 
^imported 800,000 quarter?! But, is it not 
charming to see how calm, how composed, 
how serene, Mr. Young is become upon the 
. score of a probable want of corn ’ I congra¬ 
tulate him upon the change, which will 
also, I hope, help to keep me in counte¬ 
nance } for, one ol my correspondents treat¬ 
ed me almbst as an unfeeling ruffian, because 
1 seemed to write upon the subject in cold 
blood. He told me eve/y I my else was 
alarmed, and he particularly cited Mr. Ai- 
thur Young, from whose authority, he said, 
there was no appeal —■—Wo now come to 
the grand point respecting>che effect, which 
a general enclosure would liave upon the 
' macket, and the difference, between that 
effect knd the effect of the substitution of 
sugar for corn, in the distilleries. The 
committee seem here to has'e made their last 
grasp at the eel, and, I think, the reader will 
agree with me, that, with the help of my little 
sharp-pointed holders, they fairly caughthini. 

•• —Does a letter on the produce and 
consumption of this country signed 
" “ Arthur Young,” and published in 
CoBBETT’s Regis ter of the 5th of March, 

** contain your sentiments on that subject ? 

“ A. It d^s.-I there lead, “ that 

Uiwe is a degree ot precanousness in 
**^tbe national resources that ought to 
make a deep impression on the minds of 
those in whose hands the safety of the 
kingdom is placed, to find that our con- 
sumption of wheat in a year of mo- 
** " derate plenty exceeds the produce by 
•* • ~ more -Hjan £i ,000.000, accompanied 
" •* as it is by a population admitted on all 
** " hands to be increasing, must, surely, 

** be admitted as a just cause ot apprehen 
'* sion. Were the countries which ha,ye 
" usually supplied us m a state of inde- 
** I* pendence and security, the prospect 
** “ would be far more pleasing, but when 
f€ f, anxious eye to the ports of 

** “ the Baltic, the view becomes dreary in- 
deed.”—-—Was that case written under 
^ apprehensions ot an over loaded market, 
'^or of a famished population ^ A. A fa- 
** rmshed population is a very strong tdtai, 

** but cej^iialjt-sit was written under 
If that aievm scarcity might an- 


Oia 

** sue.—9- Do rw eonirider that tlid'present 
*• Mate of the country, and doubtful reliance 
“ that is to .be put ihlbfeign markets, calJsi 
" for a prompt adopd^n of the remedr' 
against scarcity which you have proposed, 
" viz. tho encouragement of potatoes, and 
" the cnltivation of the waste lands } A- I 
** certainly do, and I think that every hour 
that is lost, is much to be regretted.——. 
Q You have stated, that the exclusion of 
grain from the distillery, would injure 
“ agriculture by lowering the price of gram. 
*' Do you mean, that this effect would be 
“ produced, by tlie additional quantity tliat 
'' would be thus thrown on the market? 
" A. Not by the additional quantity thrown 
on the marker, but by the demand for 
** the quantity already in market being with- 

" drawn. -Do you mean, that the 

" proportion ot demand would thereby h»* 
" come less than the protiortion. of supply ? 
" A. Certainlv, as far as the quantity 
" amounts to that is consumed by the dis- 

tillery.- Q Would not the same effect 

upon this proportion 'be ^occasioned, if^ 
“ (the consumption remaining the same) an 
additional supply of equal amount were to 
” be Irought into the market ? A, Cerlain- 
** ly, I conceive it would. — Q. la what 
" respect, then, w'lll the effect on the mar- 
ket, w’bich is produced by saving the 
consumption of a given quantity of corn, 
“ t^ffer from tliat which is produced by in- 
troducing into the market an equal quan- 
“ tity in addition to the former supply by 
" cultivating the wastelands? A The cul- 
ture of the waste lands would not have a 
great effect on the immediate production 
*' of BARIiEY. The great effect would 
be, on the potatoes, and on the food of 
" cattle an^ on the production of otlier 
" gram, but probably Jeast of all on barley. 

“ It thfe cultuie w’as principally loincreaao 
*' the production of barley, it would ope- 
“ rale exactly in the Manner the hon. mem- 
her alludes to, saving the consumption of 
'' the people employed on such cultivation. 

“ —— 9 . Would the consumption of grain ® 
" by the people of England be immediate- 
" ly extended by the cultivation of the 
waste lands > A. Certainly not.'*— 

—JNow, observe, the consumption, be 
says, of the people of England vould not 
be extended by the cultivation of the waste 
lands. He had told me this before, and 
he saw thd Register in the examiner’s baiK). 
Well; 1st he says, the months would not 
be increased by the cultivation of the waste 
lands i 2d, that the quantity of cotp pr^ 
duced would, by that cultivation, be in¬ 
creased j 3d, that the demand would be 
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nietobeof extreme importance to tbe 
tion at large j and, as Mr.’ Young is 
dently th^ oracle o/ the country gentle 


to 


W «>IJT|CAtRSG^T£R.-ja>;i>aier^^^ r 

^uBintsI^, tfid |,|.|gp reduced of his patieUee; but. the subiee^ nnr»i« 

Murse> by the etttdiinoa^f com from the —.- — ) PP®., 

distilfenes j 4th, .^at the same eilect 

would be produced If an additional sup* 

piTrf arn were b™.gh. i«„ .l,e and of ■,jr,£'p.^™.‘rfS‘;'ri*'‘ 

Ken four propmilioM Mr. YiHijg has it seemed fo lueticccasatr to ahow iliatl ei 

»wy stated or absented to ; and, these nions, or is carried awav bv a „ i 

g^positions admitted, it inevitably follows, for the interest of that particular c^ass of the ' 
ttot, tf to introduce sugar into the distil- community amongst whom he has had-thc 

crtpniAfif 1 i-tt» _.1_*.1 1 . . 


fcries be injurious to agriculture and the 
i«}ded interest, and tends to lob the nation 
i>f a granary in times of dearth, so is the 
enclosure ot waste LifiiJs injurious to agri- 
cuhme and the lauded interest, and tends 
to rob the nation of a granary in times of 
'dearth. And, how does Mr. Young en¬ 
deavour t8 escape from this inference j 
from this logical eel-holder ? He is asked, 
what respect, then, does the effect 
*' of the culture of waste lands dij'er 
from that of the introduction of sugar 
*' to supply the place of corn ? ” What 
is his answer to this question ? Why, 
that the culture of waste lauds would 
« not have a grear effect in the in,mediate 
" introduction of BARLEY.” Of larleu 
Sir ! Why, we were not talking- of bar¬ 
ley alone ; nor were you talking of barley 
alone, when you were describing the pro¬ 
bable horrid ejects of a scaicity, and 
^ling u[ on us tocultivate the waste lands 
m order to prevent those effects- But, to 
leave no loom for cavil, to do away all 
wetence for continuing the dispute upon 
this point, either you were, in your Jot¬ 
ters to me, talking of barley alone, or ^ ou 
were not. If you were not, then the above 

inference remains indisputable j and, if you 

were talking of barley alone, then wc 
want no inference at all, ■ for we have 
your own express aclwiowledgement, in your 
last answer but one, in these words: “if 
the culture, of the waste lands w-as princi- 
^ io increase the production of barley 

•• It would operate exactly in the raaiin'cr 
^ the honourable gentleman alludes to •*’ 
t^t is.to say, it i,vould produce the same 
(ffect as the introduction of sugar into the 
distilleries j and, that is to say, accordinn- 
tO your present opinion, the culture of the 
waste lands would be injurious to agricul¬ 
ture and the landed interest, and would tend 
to rob the nation of a granarv in times of 
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peaiest uitercciirse, and with whom be has- / 
long been an object of admiration and res.v^ 
pect.— As to the measure proposed, ihci'e. 
surely, faunot be a doubt of its rcH-eivih'/- the 
sanction of parliament. w indeed ! * 

letitionfcrs for a high price of corn ! The 
freeholders of Rosshire have, it seems, peti¬ 
tioned for high prices, while it is in evidence 
that an alarming scarcity exists in that coun¬ 
ty i and which stale of things is not confiijod 
to Rasshire alone; yet, are the other coun¬ 
ties rt bcolland also petitioners against sugar, 
thanks to the instigation of those who would 
starve the peoplei if they could thereby fill 
their own peckets. But, is the .-^ober and 
sensible paft of the kingdo^m to sit ruletjii.. ■ 
and suner, as a correspondent asks, ^ ques¬ 
tion of this extreme magnitude to be decided 
oy the clamours of misguided avarice ? Jf so 
we deserve, not only to be Jogged; but fa’- 

m me ought to complete what the lash has 
begun, 

Botley, May 6. 

A LK.TTER FKOM THF, HON. TIMOTJIV PICK- 
ISBING, A SENATOll OF THK I'.N'ITF.n. 
states FKOM THE STATE OF MASSAOHU- 
SETS, AND SeCKETAKV OF STATE UNDER 
gen. WASHINGTON, EXHIBITING-jRA HIS. 
CONSTITUENTS A V'lEW OF THE IllAl- 
next DANGER OP AN UNNECESSARY A^"”' 
KUINOUS WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN; 
ADDRESSED TO HIS EXCELEBNCY JAMEsf^' 
SULLIVAN, GOVERNOR OF THE 
STATE,— Dated City tf ff'ashington, Fein 
16 , 1808 . .- 

Sir; -.In the even current of ordina* 

ry times, an address from a senator in con¬ 
gress to his constituents might be dispensed 
w^th. In such times, the proceedings of ' 
the executive and legislature of tfie United 
otate^exhibited in their public acts, tpieht 
M sufficient. But the present singular' con- ’ 


» .Jl th«. up2i “S Xr,rj"- “J-""?- 

heretofore given as the rpcntr ^ alarm, requires me to be no lortggn 

padoofaluvi., .0 long .rotpwd npnn i»f^ 
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tfajl^roper organ of communication to the 
le^slature.—The attainment of truth is evei 
de^able and I cannot permit jmjrself to 
''^4ogbi^tfaat the statement I now nAke must 
% be s^mable to all who have an4gency in 
direain^he affairs, and who areguirdians 
of the interests of our comraonwt lith, w^huh 
gip matenally depend on the mtisures of the 
gov|;rnment of the nation At the sime 
time, f am awsre of the jealous}, with which, 
\in these unhappy days of party dissent ons, 
Mjl^communicdlioiis may, by some of my 
constituents, be received Of this I will not 
• complain: while I earnestly wish tile same 
j alousy to be extended iowaid-> alj public 
men Yet I may cliim some shaie of at¬ 
tention nnd ciedit—that shire which is due 
to the man who defies the world to point, in 
the whole course of a long and public life, at 
one instance of deception, at a single depar- 
tuie from truth —'—^The embaigo demands 
the hist notice For perhaps no act of the 
national government has cvei pinJurcd so 
much solicitude, oi spiead sech univcrsil 
alarna Beciuse all n iturally conclude, th it 
■^NHuIWuic pregnant with iiicalculahle mis¬ 
chief ro all clast.es of our fillow cili/tuj, 
■would not hav'e been ptopo^cd by the pi si- 
dent, and adopted by congress, but toi cau'-es 
deeply aflecting the interests and safety of 
the nation It m ist have been under the 
influence of this opinion th it the legislative 
bodKS of some stitcshave txpicssed their 
appiobition of the embaigo ci lei c\pl citly 
or by implication —The following were all 
Ihe papers 1 ud by the president bcfoie con¬ 
gress, as the g’ounds of the embargo—1 
1 he proclamation of the king of G Britain 
■Requiting the return of Ins suojccts, the sea¬ 
men especially, from foicign countiius, to 
aid, in this hour of pecuh ir danger, in the 
'defence of their own But it being an ac- 
kjipwledged ptmciple that every nation, has a 
ri^t to the service of Its subiects in time of 
war, that proclamation could not fui nish the 

slightest ground for an embargo-2 The 

extract .of a letter from the giand judge 
Hegnier to the French attorney general for 
the council of prizes This contained a par¬ 
tial interoretation of the impetial blockading 
decreeof Nov. 21, 1806 'I his decree, in¬ 
deed, and Its inleipietation, piesent flagrant 
violations of our neutial rights, and of the 
existing treaty between the United States 
and France) but still, the exetution of tljat 
ree could not (from the small nambei of 
$nch cruisers) extensively intenupt our 
ledtle. These two papeis were public-=-3 
The letter from our minister, Mr Am- 
steong, to.Mi^v-€hiU]] 4 \£gpyr the Flench im- 
owterorforeSgo affiiirs. andi—4. Mi. Cham- | 
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pagny’s answer. Both these in fbi# 
or sttbstance, also to have been made pnhiitM 
The latter would have furni^ed to our ne* 
tion some idea of the shews and expeetetiona 
of France But both were withdrawn 
the piesident, to be deposited among otbs# 
executive secrets while neither pieseated 
any new ground to justify an embargo —la 
the senate, these papers w'eie refei red to * 
com nittee The committee quickly report¬ 
ed a bill toi living an embaigo, agieeably to 
the piesidciits proposal. Ibis was read a 
1 St, a 'Id, and a 3d time, and passed; and 
all in the short compass of about 4 hourl! 
little time was repeatedly asked, to obtain 
fuithcr information, and to consider a mea¬ 
sure of 'uch moment, of st th universal con¬ 
cern but these leq icsts were denied. Wo^ 
were hurried into the p3ss.ige of the bill, as 
if theie was danger ol its being rejected, if 
we weic 'illowcd time to olitini hirfher m- 
foimiiion, and deliberately consider the 
subp rt Foi to th it time (ur vessels wero 
titd^ s hng on foiCign voysges, and in a 
mtiomi point of view, the d'puture of batf 
a do 'L n Ol a dozen more, while we were in- 
qu rng into the nccessit) or expediency <3l£ 
the 1 ml ugo, was of little moment Or if 
the dsiigor to our vessels, seamen, and mer- 
ti ind zc had been so exticme as not to ad¬ 
mit of one day’s delay, ought not that ex¬ 
treme dniger to hive been exhibited to con* 
gics.’ Ihe constitution which requires th® 
j icsident “ to give to.congicss inforniatioo 
of the state of the union,” cert only meant 
not putnl, but complete information on the 
subject of a coniiuunication, so far as ha 
possessed it And when it enjoms him to 
recommf ntl to the ir consideration such mea- 
suies as he should j idgo necessary and ex¬ 
pedient,” It as certainly intended that those 
recommendations should be bottomed on in- 
foimitioii comraunicited, not on facts With¬ 
hold, and locked up in the executive cabinet. 
Hid the public safety been at st.ike, or aiij 
great public good been piesented to Our 
view, but which would be lost by a moment’s ^ 
delay, there would have been some apolog]y ^ 
for disputj), th lugh none for acting without 
due iiifoiination. In tiuth, the measure aji- 
peired to aie then, is it still does, and as it 
appciis to the pm he, without a sufficient 
motive, w ithoiit a legumiite object. Hence 
the general inquiry “ Foi what is theeip* 
bargo laid^’’ And I challenge any man, not 
in the secict of the executive, to tell. I 
knovf, Sii, tiiatthepiesidtut said the papettf 
above-meutioned “ shewed that great'ami 
iDCi easing dangers tbieatencd our vessi^ 
oni seamen, and our merchandize:’* hut 1 
also know that they exbib ted no new datK 
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gen; none of which our merchants and 
seamen bad not been well apprized. The 
British prociamation bad many da) & before 
been published in the newspapers [the copy 
laid before Mi by the president had been cut 
out of a newspaper] •, and so had ^le sub¬ 
stance, if not the woidi of Regniei’s letter. 
Yet they bad excited little concern among 
merchants and seamen, the prciervation oi 
whose persons and property was the profess¬ 
ed ot^ject ot the president's recommendation 
of an embargo. The merchants and seamen 
could accurately estimate the dangers of con¬ 
tinuing their commercial operations; of 
which dangers, indeed, the actual premiums 
of insurance were a satisfactory guage Those 
premiums had very little increased . by the 
British proclamation not a cent: and by the 
Frettch decree so little as not to stop com¬ 
mercial enterpnzes. The great number of 
vessels loading or loaded, and prepared for 
sea; the exei tions every w'hcre made, on 
the first rumour of the embargo, to dispatch 
them, demonstrate the president’s dangers to 
be imaginary, to have been assumed. Or if 
great and re^ dangers, unknown to com¬ 
mercial men, were impending, or sure to 
fa^, bow desirable was it to have had them 
officially declared and published. This 
would have produced a voluntary embargo, 
and prevented every complaint. Besides, 
the dangers clearly defined and. understood, 
the public mind would not have been dis¬ 
quieted with imaginary fears, the more tor¬ 
menting, because uncertain.—It is tine that 
considerable numbers of vessels weie col¬ 
lected in our ports, and many held in sus- 
pehse; not, however, from aily new dan¬ 
gers which appeared, but from the myste¬ 
rious conduct of our affairs after the attack 
on the Chesapeake, and from the painful ap¬ 
prehensions that tho course the president 
was pursuing would terminate in wrA. The 
National Intelligencer, usually considered as 
the executive newspaper, gave the alarm, and 
it'wB> echoed through the U. States. War, 
probable or inevitable war, was the constant 
theme of the newspapers, and of the conver¬ 
sations, as was reported, of persons supposed 
tp be informed of executive designs. Yet 
amid this din of war, ilo adequate prepara¬ 
tions were seen making to meet it. The or¬ 
der to detach a hundred thousand militia to 
'fight the British navy (for there was no ap¬ 
pearance of an enemy in any other shape) 
was so completely absurd, as to mteite, with 
men of common sense, no other emotion 
than-ridicule. Not the shadow of a reason 
tj^at could operate on the mind of a man of 
cpinmen understanding can be offered in iti 
justificatioo. The refusal of the British offi¬ 


cer to receive fhe frigate Cfaesapeaka M a 
prize, when tendered by her commander^lip 
a demonstration that the attack upon hvrmu 
exetusivek for the pui pose of taking tbftrdju-- 
setters, aud not intended as the comai^^ 
ment of a war between the two na()Dns,lThe 
president knew that the British bad no in¬ 
vading army to land on our .shores; and the, 
detached militia would be useless,'except' 
against land forces. Why then was thirf" or¬ 
der for the miJilia given ? The nature of tbtf, 
case, and the actual state of things, authn.^ 
rize the inference, that its immediate, if fiot 
its on])i« object, was to increase the pabilc 
alarm, to aggravate the ])ublic resentment 
against (r. Britain, to excite a war pulse: 
and in the height of this artificial fever of 
the public mind, which was to be made 
known in G. Britain, to renew the demands 
on her government, in the poor expectation 
of extorting, in that state of things, conces¬ 
sions of points which she had always consi¬ 
dered as her rights, and which at all times, 
and under all ciivumstances, she had uni¬ 
formly refused to relinquish. The result cmT 
the subsequent negotiation at Londr»h]w7. 
shown how utterly unfounded was tl i pre¬ 
sident's expectation, how perfectly useless all 
this bluster of war. While no well-informed 
man doubted that the British government 
would make suitable reparation for the at¬ 
tack on the Chesapeake. The president 
himself, in his proclamation, had placed the 
afldir on that footing. “ A rupture between 
the two nations,’' said he, is equally op¬ 
posed to the interest of both, as it is to as¬ 
surances of the most friendly dispositions on 
the part of the British government, in the 
midst of which this outrage was cormiMtted.. 
In this light the subject cannot but present 
itself to that government, and strengthen the 
motives to an honourable reparation for the « 
wrong which has been done.” And it is . 
now well known that such reparation mi^lTfc 
have been promptly obtained in London, hzd 
the president’s instructions to ^i'. MonfOe 
been compatible with such an adjustmeait. 
He was required not to negotiate on this sin¬ 
gle transient act (which when once adjusted 
wps for ever settled) but in connectionawith 
another claim of long standing, and, to say 
the least, of doubtful right; to wit, the ex¬ 
emption from impressment of British sea- ' 
men found on board American merchant 
vessels. To remedy the evil arising froogt 
its*exercise, by which eur own citizens werf, 
sometimes impressed, the attention of odf < 
government, under every administratioa* 
half been earnestly engaged; but qo praett-. 
cajole plan^has yet been co ntrived ; while no 
man who r^ards*'tlsrifuth, wiU 
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tbeidiyposltion of the Bntwb govemwtnt to 
ad^t auy arrangement that vull secure to G 
Britafn the services of her own kubje<ts 
And nnwj when the unexampled ^iigaiioa 
of th^ countty, lelt alone to nnintain tlie 
conflict w?th France, ?ud her numerous de¬ 
pendent states, left alone to withstand tlie 
p^wervchioh menaces the libeitics of tiic 
world, rendered the aid of all hci nib)»cts 
more than ever needful, there m is no xt i- 
sonabie ground to expect ih tt she w onld > leld 
the nght to take them when found on bond 
the mrebant vessels of an)'n it ion ^ Tim 
■ to'insist on her yielding this point, and in¬ 
separably to eonueet it with the aflaii of (lie 
Chesapeake, v is tanl inoiint to i dettimi- 
uation not to nigociite at all —I write. Sit, 
with fuedom , for the times tie teo peii’oiu 
to allow those w ho aie plued in hi<'h nd 
J {sponsible situ itKtiS to be bil iitoi it lived 
'Ihe peaie ind safety of oi i (oiu trv ire m 
peudtd on a tlucid Ihc eoiirsc m lint^ 
seen puisued leids on to w ii—to w"! with 
G. Britiin —1 wir ib olnti^l without n (.ts- 
w ar whieli, whetiei dtsisirons ti 
1, must bring misery and ruin to 
theU^tUCb, misery by the dtstiuetion of 
our navigation and eommeice (peilnps al^o 
of our faiiest seaport towns and eitie-) the 
loss of markets for our produie, the \v int c f 
foieign goods and manufiotuii s, and tli 
other evils lueident to a shte of w ir, t n 1 
mill, by the loss of our libortv uid m ’epei - 
deuce hor if, w ith the nd of o u nn s, G 
Britim were subdued, from ihit moment 
%ough flatteied |)eilnps with the n rie of 
Allies, vve should become the provinces of 
Franco. ^ This is a lesult so obvious, tirt I 
‘mqst ciavc vour partlon for notuiig it 
Some advixiates of txerutue n t'«i i< s ad- 
ipit it They acknowledge tint the nivy of 
'Britain is oui shield against the overwhelm 
ing powdr of France Wh) then do they 
persist 111 a course ot eonduet teudiiia to a 
.Ui]\tv^re with G Iliitiin'—^Will u be be- 
kevedtbat it is prineipill), oi solch, to pro¬ 
cure inviolability to the merchant flig of th* 
U. States’ In other words, to piotnt all 
tinmen (British subjects, as well ns our own 
citizens). on board our merthant v essels 4t 
is a fict that this has been made the gu iiest 
obstacle te An amicable settlement v iih G 
Britain. Yet, 1 repeat, it is perfCetlj well 
known that she desires to obtun only her 
i»wn subjects, and that Amenvin ntizeas, 
^^pressed by mistake, are delivered ip on 
oui^ authenticated proof The evil wet om- 
j^in of arises from the impossibilitv u^l- 
wlj|%tMRlffguishing the persons of two na- 
Who a tew yeais since wci^ one pdb- 
who exhibit the same manners, speak 


the same language, and possess similar 
tures. Bat peeing that we seldom hea^ 
complaints m the gieat ravigatlng stales, 
bow happens there to be such extreme 
sjnipathy for American seamen it W.i8h- 
ni«,ton Especially m gentknun from 
the intciior states, v birb have no sea- 
mtn, or linm those Atlantic states wliose 
nitivt seimcu bear a verv small proportion 
to 1 ise of New P,nglaifd ’ In fact, the 
nuses of complaint are ninth fewer than 
lie pi (tended They rarely occur in tbe 
Muis wlnse seavncii arc chiefly nativn. 
Till histmeuhint ii the thiifed States, m 
iiiswcMing mv late inquiry ibout Btitisli im- 
piessnients, ‘■ajs, " since the Cbcjiperke 
fiiii we h.ivt h id no coinplimt I cannot 
find one single iiistaiii wlicie they have 
tdkeii one mm out of a ineicbant vessel. 

I Inve hul more than twenty vcssils irnvtd 
in th It time, without one instincc of a m in 
btin.r tiken bv them Three SwteUs were 
tiki n out bv 1 1 lench fiigete I h ive wade 
iiqiiiivof ill the m’slers th It hut airived 
III thi V emity, ind cuiiiot find anj com- 
jjiii's n on t the Biitish tiuuers fan 
gintltmeti of known hostility to foreign 
rommi rce m om own \ esi-els—w ho me evMi 
willing to annl diu it pii' uiU there are) 
—< in tluse c< I I’l me i ji’tad tbe isnse of 
mil semi i , b^ use tiicy it illy wish to 
f o'dt I hem’ C in those desire to protect 
tut si-’p 11 , who b) lijlng m nmiecessary' 
cn' 11 ^ 0 , e\{ osc thtm bj thousands tO 
St 11 v ..f r beg * — (>iie genileraaii liA said (and 

II r ltev“ he’dot s ni t s*ind done) ihat tomfilr 
than « nut the pimeip c that G BrftaiflTtodr, 
a lie] t to tike hci ov n 'ubjetU ^on db( 
n eimtvt sth lit would abandon com- 
m TCt lit gethei ' To what will every man 

III cw 1 nul Hid nd ot the other navigatit^ 
s' tis, p.smtcsuth 1 s'eutimCnt’' Aaenii^ 
p lit wl ic’i, to prevent the temporary Joji 
ot I lufii h\ impress, would ieduce fifty 
i! ( isind tobe»,gary ’ But for tbe embargo, 
thoi'siius ({pending on the ordinary opeia* 
t'ons of {OPirerce, would now be employ- , 
ed h VI n ' 1 der tbe restraints of tbe orders 
of the BiiUsh goveinme^t, retaliating the 
Fiench impel lal decree, very laige portions 

1 ot the woild remain open to the commerco 

^ot the If btites We may yet pursue oof 
ti de w Ith the British dominions, m every 
put of the globe, with Africa, with Clf'ina, 
ind with,the C{>lon cs of Fiance, Spam, 
and Holland And let m® ask» whether, Ju 
the hudst of a profimnd peace, when thu 
pow Cl s of Europe possessing colonies, wdu)i|i 
as formerly, conhoe the tiade WUh them IP 
their own bottoms, oi admit us, as fcMAigw- 
ers, only undei great limitations, Uk coi''i 
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tnjuy a conotnerce, (nnch more exteniive, 
than is piacticabW at this moment, if the 
embargo were not tn the way > Why then 
should it be continued ? Why rathei was it 
eser laid ?» Can those be legitimate reasons 
for the embargo which are concealed from 
Congress at the moment when they are 
fequired to impose it ? Are the reasons to 
be found in the dispitches from Paris ’ These 
have been moved for , and the motion was 
Mashed by tiie advocates for the cnabargo 
Why are the>e dispatches w’ithheld by the 
executive ? Why, when all classes ot citi- 
xens anxiously inquire * ‘ for what is the em¬ 
bargo Intd ? ” is a satisfactory answer denied ’ 
Why is not congress made acquainted with 
the actual situation of the U. States in rela¬ 
tion to France. Why, in this dangetous 
crisis, are Mr. Armsliong’s letters to the 
aecrefary of state absolutely withheld, so 
that a line of them cannot be seen ? Did 
they contain no information of the demands 
and intentions of the French Emperor? 
Did thellcvenge sail from England to Fiance, 
and there wait three or four weeks for dis¬ 
patches of no importance? If so, why, 
“ Regardless of the public solicitude, are their 
contents so tMrcfully conc(.aled? If leally 
unimportant, what harm can arise from 
telling congress and the nation, officially, 
that they contain nothing of moment to the 
safety, the liberty, the lionoui, or the in¬ 
terests of the U. Stales? On the contrary, 
are they so closely lopked up because they 
■will not byar the light ? Would thoir dis¬ 
closure rouse the spii it of the peopi >. still 
t slunrbering m blind confidence in the execu- 
tire? Has the Ftench Emperor declared 
that he will have no neutrals ’ His he re¬ 
quired that oar poiN, Tike those of his vassal 
•tates in Europe, be shut ag.iin>t British 
coihmerce ? Is the embaigo a substitute, a 
milder foi m of compliance with tliat harsh 
demand, which, if exhibited in its naked 
and insulting aspect, the Ametican spirit 
might yet resent > Are wc still to be kept 
profoundly ignorant of the declarations and 
* avowed designs of the French Emperor, al¬ 
though these may strike at our liberty and 
independence ? And in the mean time, are 
strei, by a thousand it ritations, by cherishing 
prejudices, and by exciting fresh resent- 
meips, to be drawn gradually into a war 
with 6. Britain ? Why, amidst the extreme 
anxiety ot the public mind, is it still kept 
on the rack of feaiful expectatfon, by the 
president’s portentous silence respecting bis 
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French dispatches? In this conceald^t 
there is danger. In this concealment iwst 
be wrapt up (he real cause of the embargo. 
On any bther supposition it is inexplicable. 
—I am 4)ai raed. Sir, at this perilous ^l^rte of 
things; I cannot repress my siisfficiorts, or 
foi bear thus lo exhibit to you the grounds o* 
which they rest The people are advisedato 
repose implicit confidence in the national 
governme.it: in that unbounded conhdencp 
lies our danger. Armed with that con^ 
dence, the executive may procuie the ado^ 
tioii of measuics which may overwhelm us 
with rdin, as surely as it be h.id an arm^ at * 
his heejs. By false policy, or by inordinate 
fears, our country may be betrayed and sub¬ 
jugated to Fi.i"re, as surely as by corruption. 

(To be continued J 
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Which, in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, dcntble columns, will con¬ 
tain a till! and accurate Repoi t of all the re¬ 
corded Proceedings and of all the Speeches, 
m both Houses ot Parliament, fromtfaeear- 
liest times to the year 1803, when the pub¬ 
lication of " Cobbett’s Parliamentary 
Debates” commenced. 


VoL. IV Comprising the Period from • 
the Restoration of Charles II. in 1660, to the 
Revolution in 1688 j and containing an Ap¬ 
pendix of scarce and valuable Parliamentary 
Tiacts, written during the said period, will 
be ready for delivery on or about the 1 st day 
of June next.—The magnitude of the Parlia-*' ■ 
mentary History.thegreatlabouramlexpqnce • 
attending it, and the comparatively small 
numberof copies, which,toavoid serious risk, , 
it has been thought adviseable to print, 
render it necessary, thus early, to adopt pre¬ 
cautions calculated to prevent any broken 
sets remaining on hand at the conclusion ^ • 
the work. Subscribeis are, Ihere^e, paK 
ticuUrly requested to send in their nameR 
to their respective Booksellers, as not a sin- / 
gle copy, Will, on any account, be sold, 
but to the purchasers of the former Voluo^* ^ 
Ggntlemen, resident in Ireland, wishing 
to become subscribers, will please to a{^l^ 
to Mr. Archer, of Dublin. 
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“ \Vtrt tht countr es, «il <.bUjvt vasu ilU suj p'f I u^ m istiiCAf inKitid n i itul scum t) ihcpit>.pec< 
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** ifilet 1 U (I cm (.nuiiplat tht co tsuiULiices of isluit tr p, AUiilt'cn, or a wet I mtst >yi(Iou' 
honor ' - Mu An nun ^oiso 

if t'ti We t III lies lOii I Mipi \ us with lOO 000 quarters o' corn, I, for cue, woul I object to its bein| 
“ brHugnt intr tins c ijiitiA - Mr M^kiriLin 
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SUMMARY ()1 POLIlirs 

CoRv AtAivsi Sugar -(C oarliided 

froRi p /i/) -lljis suliject li s bftn 

fauly e\liansted, bul, is I Ii \t, in the 
picnent Number, alpilei liomMn "i o' ng 
( which did not reic'i me here, ti'l Sitm- 
day last), and also i lettci bom Mr 
WAK rriLLD, the two gieit adto, i ts for 
A hijjh piice of com, shid, a ih it tie 
some few pissigM m those Ictieii, Mhi«ii 
new inattei, or matter, at least, in 
anet^ shape, I sh dl notice the^e, but, as 
I ‘hall abstain from bringing loiuard anj 
liew aigument myself, I&htllmlhis Niim- 
bet closfc fhe discnsston, lest, b> tontnumig 


the dispute, we should, foi want of notclty 
iti fair argument, fill into sophistiy and 

cavilling-Fust, then, with lespect to 

Mr loong This gentlemyt, biting 
tn hii> eye the Iiw 6t letaliation, tm* 

' ^oys against me the meumenlum ad homi- 
nem, IS the *' learned' csll if, or, is the 
tinleatned ’(soukl call it, the aigument agnin'^t 
■*Md man Referring to ptge Old of the 
pi&ent volume, he finds me siymg, tint, 
snpposlrigthe measnie to be injnnous to 
** -tile barley-grower, I should then inquire, 
" wfhetha’the injuivtothe biilcj giover 
would be more or less than the iclief to 
t he sugar-grower, the latfn being, in 
my opinion, full as much entitled to the 
protej-tion of the government as the 
former” lie coiigiatiiiites me upon 
this tkange, as he is pleased to rail it, is 
rejoiced to fild that 1 base ceased to try 
** perish commetce,” and the like Bil> 
pray. Sit, in what does this supposed change 
dOtistst ? Dill ever sa) tbit any pariicnlsr 
sat of men weie /m entitled to the nuitec- 
^intt of the government than au) other set 
o( miefi i Did I e\ei say tins, or giie it 
10 be understood, m any way whatevet ^ 
i bavfe aaid, indeed, chat the attention 
ttejprvbmmeat ought to be always directed, 
Ittstliore emecial mantevei, to theMntcrmfl 
|0M|Mltp<R thacoontiy, Ibave Reproba¬ 


ted the mnniiig after iichts or supposed 
riihf' ti' usouices, out of tlje country , I 
hive Slid, tint colonies added little or no¬ 
thing to the strength o* the conntjy ; but, 
ddleiei iccommend ihe wMhJnwing ol 
the pioteition of go'einment from those 
\ Id aie alieady sett! d iii the (olonies’ 
fine I not, on the toninry, fieqiientlv 
endeivonu 1 to turn tic. piibl c ittenlnin to 
thcmiscnble slite of onr co'rnus m the 
\\ Lst Ind cs, and im| lortd the niinisteis to 
do sotmtl iiD foi ihcir rcli l> Ihis cAcjtg-e, 
f' cn, 's not to be found in mi wiitings, ol 
m\ (inimcnls, ind e>ists only m the mja 
ginili in of Mi Young I im in adtotile 
loi domestic imprmement, fot (I e doing 
of lint which sLiil rendei us independent 
of lomnuHt, thitiStosty, inJepcMident of 
/iiiignnati ns 1 ind'cidtJI^ of opinion, 
tint, St mu from the present n^oment, we 
might be so independent as to corn as wdl 
as to every thing else But, I have always 
admitted, and so his Mr Spent e, that a 
temponry emb irrassraent rtJiglit, and 
would, iiise fiom ninsfeinng three car 
foul him bod thonsind pan of hands from 
the slnuile to tin phugh, and, though 1 
am satished, that we could dispense even 
withj//grt», I novel Slid, that sugar was not 
a ncoessiiy aiticlc, but, on the tonfraiy, 
Slid that It was, but, that this pirtioular 
aitiole ttflt a/m ar s al aur command, making 
a (bstinction between this soil of commerce 
and tiiat Which cut, at any time, be taken 
fiom us At an V rate, w'b ham the sogar. 
'1 be sugar is vpqihng for want of being used. 
'Comnieice has bi ought us tins sugar ; and 
though I wish all commitice vvtre annihila¬ 
ted, IS that my reason wl^y-J am to objedt 
to this sugat being used, more especial^ 
when r am mfoimcd tint it will cause a 
saving of coQi * Though I wish the Royal 
Exchange and the Bank and all the rest «f 
it were put an end to, is that any reasot 
why 1 shouhl not think tliut (he merchgtflf 
and banker arc as ranch entitled to the ^ 
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Section of the governmdbt as the farmer ? our contrasting of bis arguments in favoo,r 

Let colonies cease with all my heart. Nay. of enclosmes with his arguments against 

jet sugar go^ rather than let all remain as the use of sugar in the distilleries, "is one 

it is } but, let not the sugar, winch w'e " of the cpnvenrciit results of confounding , 

hme, rot in the king’s store-houses, from " corn anV larky.” Why, Sir, that is 
th6 fear of its being used producing ^ tall your awn fault, if it be a fault; for, it 

in the price of corn-In the page before was you and those who take the., same side 

refiStredto, 1 had said: "You assert, that with you, who chose to make the question 
** the measure will b* injurious, not only a general one. It was you who chbse ttf' 
** to thd barley growers, but, to the nation ai represint the measure proposed, as a mea- 

** large. Make this out, gentlemen, and 1 sure that would tend to augment the evils • 

" am with you” In answer to this, Mr. of " a shoit crop or a week’s mildew;” 
Young says, " w’e have made it out before while ^ome few of you called it a me^re 
** the committee,” To which I might foi " disfciniragmg the growth of corn^;" a 

heply, that the committee have, /Ae«, made measure for "the creating of scarcity;’* 9 

a f.ilsc repot t to the House; for, as will be measure to make Me/a? mers bankrupts;*' 

seen, from the extract of the Report con- a measure, " a bill,” said a wiiter in the 

tained in the last Register, the committee Morning CHironicle, " which should be en- 

recommended the adaption of the measure; " titled, a bill to create a scarcity of com, 

either, therefore, you did not make out " by discouraging the growth thereof.” 

your position befoic the committee, or the You were, probably, aware, that, if you 
committee were loo dull to understand yon, confined yourselves to the injury (real or 
or they have recommended a ine.isiiic that supposed) which the barley-growers would 

they believe will be injuiions to the whole sustain, no very gteat public interest would 


nation I rather choose, however, to reply 
by a refcicnce to Mr. Young's own e\ idcnce, 
as stated in my last Register. 1 h it cv idem e 
is before the reader ; and to llie reader 1 
will leave the decision of the question, 
whether it was made out bcfuiu the com¬ 
mittee, that the measure pi oposed would be 
injurious to the whole nation ?— —Bui, 


be excitedj ou must, indeed, have ckarly 
perceived, that it would be thought 
consequence, whether the few pf sons, 
whose chef profits aiise fiom the growing 
of bailey, suffered a small diminution in 
the quantity of wine, which they now no¬ 
toriously drinkby the twobottlcfca day;'and, 
therefore (tor the conclusion is too obvious 


while Mr. Young is contending, tint the 
whole nation will be injured, it is odd 
enough, that he should now*, as ho did 
before the committee, take so much t7ains 
to separate the barley-giowers fiom ail other 
peopm. I bad said, in page " as con- 
nected with a question like this, which 
" embraces the general produce of the soil, 
" and the general interests of the nation, 
all the distinction^ between barley grow- 
" ers are too trifling to be attended to.” 
** This,” says Mr. Young, •' 1 utterly 
deny,” And then he goes on in a disser¬ 
tation of detail about cropping; good hea¬ 
vens! as if the nation had any thing to do 
with cropping. As if, V|(hen the question 
of scaicity or plenty is abated, the nation 
had any thing to do with this or that sort 
of crop. Htfioan sustenance ia the thing of 
which we wont to secure a provision ; cyrif 
is the mfui >api|iimodity of this snstenancxe; 
nod, It is of corn in general, and 

not of'particular, whi^b we must 
speak, and t4|q^ibg which we must rea¬ 
son, if we iniiiQ to arrive at a just oonclu- 
■ion.——“Mr. Young, who was, probably, 
Vriting tins his defeiKO of bis evidence at 
the very moment when I was, last week, 
comatwting hpiMi that evidence^ says that 


to lequiie qualification), you chose to speak 
of the measure as one that would have a 
general efl'ect; as one that would endanger 
the common prosperity, and even the safety i 
of the n.uion. After this, after we bad 
tlms been compelled - by yourselves to com¬ 
bat you upon the general ground of human 
food. It does seem a little bard that We 
should be accused of confounding corn'with 
barley. But, Sir, as to " the convenieai 
result," with rcsjiect to the contrast above 
mentioned, the 'tfjte in which your a'rgu* 
fnents wtie placeikfrequired no new conve¬ 
nience, on the part ef youi opponents; ibr>'’ 
as 1 have shewn, I think, at the close of 
Epy last week’s article, it was quite Iftipossi- 
Ue to take those arguments .tn Kdy way 
which would not lead them ^ defnt each * 
other.—-—You ask me, Sir,';f I am wil¬ 
ling, th.st the people should be taxed a • 
million a year to make up for the lots,' 
which the revenue will sustain by the distil- * 
Ijtion of sugar. No, " without the 
" tation of a moment;” for, 1 would,* if 
I could have my will, lop off expeiiset, or 
x^ber shameful waste of the public money 
to m<Mre than that amount. But; tblt^ia not* 
gdar fining. Well, then, Sir, I weuld, ‘ 
full as willingly seethe people pay a oeillidB 
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^ in liHMf is a milUon in pric« of corn, kept 
'ttpiy a restrictive stetatef and, yoa have 
XK>t beard me say one word in favour of the 
* restrictive part of the propoged measure; for, 
injgapiiiionu, thatthere should |fe no restric* 
tioo. Letsugarcome to the still, loaded with no 
heavier duty than barley is loaded with, and let 
them mn a faif race But, if a law exist 
prohibit the use of sugar in the distilleries, 
or if duties are laid amounting to such pro* 

. hibition ; then is the pi ice of corn kept up 
by statute, and then are the people taxed in 
their loaf to the amount of whatever money 
^the. government laises from corn through 
'the means of keeping sugar from the distil¬ 
leries Besides, bir, taking the Question as 
one of mere revenue. 1 should suppose, that 
the sugar, which now lies rotting in the 
storehouses, has, as yet, paid no duties; 
and that, of course, the drawing of it forth 
will cause duties to be paid upon it. At any 
rate, the committee, who seem not to Nive 
lost sight of revenue, and who, as you say, 
were occupied, with grest zeal, solely in dis¬ 
coloring truth, have given it as their opinion. 



cannot fairly be considered as of any great 

weight.-Mr. Young is quite ready to 

grant the West India planteis relief out of 
the taxis So am not I. 1 am for suffering 
no company, or set of men, to come to the 
purse of the- nation, to come and knock at 
the door of the labourer, and say, contribute 
■•towards making up to me the losses I have sus¬ 
tained 111 my calling, and to support me in 
that opulence which I have hitherto enjoyed. 

. Whendhe common tradesman fails, though 
from the effects of war or any national mea¬ 
sure, which he could not have averted, ,he 
descends to the rank of journeyman, with¬ 
out anv one proposing to relieve him out of 
the taxes. When a farmer is ruined by the 
•rot arnongst his sheep; or by the uniti^ ef- 
‘''fects of the kill-calf and the glander, he 
becomes a labourer, and the taxes remain 
untoudhed by him. This is not only the lot 
of man, but it is right that it should bs so j 
for, otberwise, who would rise early and pat 
the bread of carefulness, seeing bow easy 
a (natter it is to ascribe to rais^tune what 
ia the effect of negligence, extravagance, 
or avariciousness ? Nothing but the deepest 
of political corruption, rendered familiar to 
.the minds of a nation, can ever make it 
listen with patience to a principle so unnatu¬ 
ral, so abominable, as that upon which relitf 
of this sort Is proposed. No. I wonl^ ra¬ 
ther see the West Indians tan tbourund tinqies 
more impaverished than Urey are^ xbm see 
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tkem hoytog boraughs, iiK or^r to 
votes tor the minister of tto day, in 
for the grants made to them the 
money. The West Indians bavp 
sugar. All they ask, is,, to be stx^ea to 
make this into the drinks, which we 
malfe out of corn. • And as good a 
they have to this (as long as the colonial sys¬ 
tem exists) as the Norfolk farmer haa,toselt 
i his barley. We cowpe/them,obierve. topur* 
chase ail their wearing appare', their tools, 

' and their household goods, from us. We com* 
pel them to bring the produce of their lands 
to the mother country } and, would she not 
be a pretty sort of mother, if she were to sty 
to them, your produce, winch is to pay fof 
the goods that I have made you buy of tne, 
shall lie here and rot, lest the use of it should 
lessen the gains of those, who have derived 
a profit from selling food to ihe persons em¬ 
ployed npon making the goods which yoa 
have bought ? Commend me to such a rao- 
th'T, if you wisli the child to revolt, even 
at the haz.'ird of lUown existence ! "— Mb. 
Wakfpi eld’s letter contains little more than 
a re etiiion, under a new form, < t bis for¬ 
mer arguments, yet there ate some few 
points which ought not to pass unnoticedjF 
parliculaily as he takes occasion to speak in 
praise of the opinions of Mr. Young.—— 
He says, that he never expressed his sorrow 
at the foreign supply of corn being cot off. 
j Mr. Young expressed his alarm at it, and 
' Mr Wakefield’s letters were calculate to 
shew the reasonableness of tha^alarm, by gi¬ 
ving u» details of the large average importa- 
, tion. In answer to my observation, that sge 
heard no out-cry against the importa¬ 
tion of800,000 quarters of corn annually, he . 
says, that thei e was an opposition to that im¬ 
portation ; that there have been reports and 
petitions against it y but, loit year, for 
instantfe, bow came w'e to hear nothing 
against it ? The cry has been raised all of . 
a sudden; apd that, too, at a moment when 
the country had, by these very genilemen, 
just been alarmed for its safety, in case 
a shot t crop. Well, but what was the ob¬ 
ject of Mr. Wakefield, in giving us an 
account of our average imports } lie says, 
to induce those who had the power to make 
inch la^s or regulations as should insure to 
the farmer a better ptice tor his corn. How ^ 

By the way of pi etnitf At, paid out of the 
taxes.? That would harve been too ahsurd^ 
How thefi ? By allowing an &XPORT ? 
Good Loid! Whither > To what country, 
except to the West Indies. But, this, 
surely, is jesting. In answer, however, 
to my observation, that if the West Indifet 
could supply us witli 300,000 qrt, of com, in. 
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Icimi,, ift p%« «p: 

the sh’apc of irigSV, tfiefewwld have been 
■ no ob)eCtioft ftf It, lie gays: “‘I for one, 
'**■ yvoiiid Have’directed.*’ That's boidlysaiii, 

; at tlie pnb^nt when Mr. Young was 

teft:rfyi,ng me out of my wits with tlit^ anti¬ 
cipation of ■“ a short crt>p or a week's inil- 
** <iew;i ’* but, it U f.iii iy said, and it is 
consistent 5 though Mr, Waktlield w ill, 
•I am’sure, alio a-, that he has said this from 
Jhstrd necessity and not from choice. I en¬ 
deavoured to keep lip the drooping spirits 
of niy reacicis by teiling them, tb»t the 
• same cni.-e which kf p c. rn from coming 
into the country wou.d bring -hands tiom 
"mtfse pestiferous prisons, the manufactories, 
- lo'xaisa more corn in the country j but, Mr. 
' Young said, no. “ We muU liave a general 
“ eiiclo-sure bill ; for the lands now in 
*' cultivation are no more at our dispo.siiitvn 
* thaii’ lands in the niooii." Wliy did not 
Mr. Waketleld fly to my Regi'-ter at that 
momtnt of distress ? Wliy did he nor, 
W’heu .some of my corrchpondents were 
'fl'^cusing me of a want of feeling for my 
■fJ.I 0 W-." •j.itiires, come boldlyforward, and 
gay, tliat if there were 300,660 quarters of 
corn in one of our col mies, he would, for 
one, object to its being imported ? Why 
did he not throw Ins .shield between me 
and Mr. li- (or Alexander B-tring) of the 
Morning Chronicle, who had like to have 
crushed me with the threat, that we should, 
ill future, get no Conv from America ? I 
laughed at flie threat, to be sure ; but I, 
Clioiigh not apt to be daunted by popular 
bpiniini, had never tlie boldness to as..-rf, 
rfjjft, wlieii all the other corn porti in the 
"world w’Cie shut against ns, | w'ould ob- 
jA’t to the importation of .'J00.(X)0 qurirlers 
of corn, if I could find it lu one of our 
own c.ilonies. To tlii*!, howeier, L^rcjieat 
it, Mr. Wakefield has been driien. 'l'I;e 
impon.Ttion of 300.():X) ijuarii is of corn 
Wo'old, lie could not deny, iiave precisely 
the •same effect upon the firmer here as 
jibe importation of .sugar to supply the pl.ice 
of '1 It quantity of corn ; and, as lie had 
made up his mind to the rejection of the 
former, lie was compelled to reject the 
latter, .13’.ssl'i'd, thvn, b^* all your fears, 
ye scarcity r'Lmiiisis ! Forlierc isagcntlj- 
m.tn,.-wlio lias marh; the nieain of natloEjpl 
gttbsistence his study wiio h. s collecte'd 
together an account of i!,* rcources and 
vratils of flic.country: ‘vlio was one <»t-the 
pef-.bii** s-Iet t.cd by the c 'lnniitlee of tlic^ 
H'o*i*'f of Coiurtiolis to fill iiish tlirni with 
inttb' inarioii and opinions ; aiv*! be tf Jls 
yo) in so many worls, lint, if, at this 
niotOstiit; there wcic 3t.>U,UClO quarters of 


corn td sjSre'in Of ; 

w'oitld tiol:,' if Ke cotflH ‘ i&jsr wlRji 
suffer the said corn to be bfbbj^f iilTO ‘ 

land !-|n answer tp my queltionj ** 

" different would there be bdtweto •ifftr 
“, portwigSOO.bOOqrs. ofcorn.feotQ ffteWeUt 
Indies anti importing sugar to ^ppjy, the 
place of that quantity of Coro ? 
Wakefii-ld savs, “ there would be this’ fnalY 
“ terial difference, wre could have the corn 
" to cat, and not distill it'V Very trite; • 
but, this is no answer to me. I did not 
ask what difference it would be to the. 
rwtinn, But what difference it would be W 
the Jatmcri what diftVrence it would make 
in the corn market; what difference It 
would make as to the inducement to raisp 
ctnn, that being the point at issnfe.—^—Mt, 
Wakefield, in pursuance ot his laudable re¬ 
solution to be consistent,"and 'profiting, 
haps, from tlie cruel ehiharrassment tn Mr. 
Young, speaks with berdffliilg dlfirdyicc tjf 
the effect of new enclosures, and even ot m- 
provcmenls, though; as the reader has, doubt-' 
les.s, observej,li he is a.s fond of “ cropping’* 
as any other member of the agiiculturalA'^igr- 
'* According to my idea," says he, - “ ^ crt- 
“ ctosuns and impiaveme'its, they will not 
** operate against the chances of the sejisons, 
unle.ss the adilitional produce of them be 
" exported, or fuxuriousli/ consumed at 
“ home," Well, liieu, unless we had' ad¬ 
ded to the diililleries, or set about an expor¬ 
tation, or tliiown corn info the rivers, Mr. 
Young’s notion of security from sfcarcity to 
arise Jiom iii'w-euclosures was .‘•'bockiiigly* ■ 
erioiieous. “ Who .sIwH deri..le when these 
agrici.iiiiral doctors disagree ?" This discus- 
S!');i, ii i: lijis no other ellccti will, T should •' 
tiiii.l;, set at ivst the question about a gene- 
r.i! (-iiclosiin- bill. Tam a decided opponent 
ol’iiew oiu;io.siircs, iintil We liSve more hands 
to till the land ; and, 1 must confess, that 1 
jumped for joy to rind that Mr. Yciung Htid 
given his opinion against the xlisiilldliod' 
from sugar; bej.atisc, without hearing inT"" 
reasons, I was certidn th.it none could h(i‘ 
used w'hich 'would not' etjti.'hy well ajiply , 
against new-enclosures, supposiiig sixeh en- 
cbipnres to add to the quaintly of com nttW- 
produced in tfie country.—-—Mr. Wakefield 
i<er»iists in hi.s‘< notion of a granary to arise 
out.of a surplus produce ; and, iherelorC, Idf , 
us take a parting view ofitliis .same granary,' 
—7-I had, in niy last, put a rase of a'iittlf * 
nnlirtn consuming IOOOquarter.s of corn ' 
nually, grow'iiig l,'500 and exporting ' 
whi^i, in case of a half crop, would always' 
leave the quantity to -be t^afen the sahie\ 
liijt, I aslold, where tjio labour, and ftrlffit^ . 
(which, ^deed, ia i^ly aijother name.for'' 
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libour) wm to come from* I said, ibat 
tiha woald, mcieed, be to ** set ifie seasons 
** St dijiffncti lo take a loud of Jute ’* 
** Yes," says Mr 'Wakc'fKid, ^ and that 
IS precisdy vhat I wish to do," PaU, 
Sit, do take Ibe pains to think a liMiti'fartiier 
, . upon this Qiatter, and tlien, I stiongl. 
^‘Hhipowtl to think, tint you will not ?Taiti 
assert, that such a ihiory “ is rodiLib'e to 
,.)Martice ' In the hist place, yon uill aU 
IpA, I sippose, that, if a nation export halt 
as much torn as It raises, tnal lutiuii most 
, rectnie some aitnlesolicil valne .ukI i *mt> 

'• le leturii. Wtll, llun, it it ctasc, tu n 
whalevei cause, to expoit its co*ti, tlitie 
must be a ccssatu n in the leceri t ot tiiose 
articles, wheme, it is tsdont, th iL ve>> gtt it 
d»tress must arise, and, obstite, tbit, is 
this lecupt would be cnltitli/ dependent up¬ 
on the seasons* there could be veiy little 
roinfoit orsolidit) ui any business supporud 
bj ^uch a tratfic. Besides l hough a does 
not appear to Inve occuni;d to)ou, (hit the 
iinpottation of corn might iMippen to be 
,^l4pp^d by other causes th in tbo^c of a sc ir- 
Cl^i^home, yet, yon hue only to open 
your t) es to pei tvive, that, it we had, pre 
vious to last}car, been a nitiun expoiting 
halt as much as we consumed, we sh luld, it 
this hour, hive been so glutied with corn as 
to cause much ot the land, no at m cultivi- 
lioo, to lie tallow How would you hue 
found out a retnedy tor this’ "iou mist, 
then, actually hue thiown the com into the 
l«t9a, tor, as to distilling it, there would, 
troin such an openti n, Invc been Ikjiioi 
enough foi the people to sum im , and, it 
you let It tot. It would minto nianuie, and 
that would on y ad 1 to the esil 0} pioducing 
more com 1 his was a < ise that } on do not 
seem to base toiesem, and }et you nn^ht, li 
, you had tjot looked to Ameiici which, at 
this munnent piescn’s sou an ex,iniple ot the 
practicT'of that delighttul iheoiy, wbuhiins, 
it seems, tnktn pus ession of }oui tniid 
America tears no scaraiy at corn, bm she 
feels a real scarcity ot shirts ami cons and 
stockregs and blankets mil siuar and cu^e 
ai^ of many other things, almost as neces- 
s/ry as corn, esen to the siipiKiit ot lite Do 
youyiot hear the wailings ot the Aniemans, 
all the end of a two month’s embargo ’ What 
would be their siluitton at the end of a 
'^ai ’ One third pai tot the produce of the 
land being annually exported (foi thil, *I 
smutd think, was mucli about the propor¬ 
tion), a stoppage of the expoit necessarily 
throws 8 great number of persons out of eilt- 
ployment, and, in such a state ot things, 
'tb» is attended with peculiat disack^ntage; 
for^ it wCiUy for manutacUiers ui irtizatis 




to turti. their bands to agrienlMh^j, M 
next to napossiWe toi agncoUbitlsii to t«rt| 
their hands to aits and tnattutaHbtWt* 
the distress, dosnibed m the l^tei* of Mt*,' 
Pickering, now felt in Amenca, SiidbotiC# 
the ('dmmoiions, the conhsranons, api (h 0 > 
pillage, whicl), if the embargo long coilti« 
nue, will incvttdbly ensue. And yer, thelw> 
IS plenty ot corn, Mr. Wakcheld, attdy^ 
AuiLiiralns leaiued to voer baud that d^i* 
Itgh't tl theory of which you seeiu so enft« 
inoiirtd ——fey this 'mie, Sii, I think you 
•iiiisi begin todoubi *' the facility of " set¬ 
ting the seasons at deti nice, and taking a 
bon 1 of f " A nation i»iy hoso situated 
IS to be alile to the seasons at di^anoei 
with lespc't to corn } liUt, ckiUiiltg is ok DO* 
ct.-» 1 } I) life as food i&; and, with rctpect 
to li th, the seisoiis are not to be set af de> 
ti 'lice b) any nation that is not theahsotute 
inistiis-, of till uthei ni^nns Amerioft tf 
suiu to h ivc moic corn cha i is necessary for 
hri consumption, and,as this granaryastscS, 
tioin a stopjAige of expoit, that stop(iag« 
miv be mide when she ple.‘ses, but it nfiay 
also be m ule when she does not plesse; it la 
dependent upon the will ot other niliotis, it 9 , 
to Its dm ition as well as its commencenunt, 
and, It does really appear to me, that this suit 
of dep ndence is the most dangeious that 
can p I'libly exist, with tlie sole txcqiltuu 
oi a told dependence upon an import of 
cornFor these leisoiis I stmd by mv 
opm on befoiti xpresSed, tbit, i^eonly gta- 
nary safely ti be re! ed on, n in the b isoiu 
of tliutirth and in tint intmtitc wisdom, 
ivhich t( ir h s tf w seller to be Mid} in the 
supply, and the cinsuiiKrto be spaiing in thu 
coiisninption As tar l!.nghnd, 1 am tiu 
more ati tid ot her experiencing i scaicily of 
(0 n thin I im of her.cxpeiienciiig a scar- 
t It} ot rata 1 here m ly be, and wib fh*, oc- 

cisionil'}, shoit Clops 'lid b gh puces, bit, 
the c\d IS nolot lon^ dinat on, and it only 
ten is to quif ken our ii.dustr}, to tench us 
Imgibly, and toipuiiiul us ot tint depen- 
den e, w’luU \e psitiLe ni loionunwith* 
ill uihei liviiig (lettures Imi be it fion me 
to hold out (lit del, that a disiulalion from 
sugii uisteid ol corn \/ill pi event, oi at all 
^end tb pie ml, a scni iiy of < )in m hug- 
Imd itid Sco Imil It w mid lie a siism© 
ind#Ld tor me to pictend to cn eiton sndi u 
notion, wh*.ii 1 know, tint, t r this king¬ 
dom, 300,0€l) quirteis of lull s stiml} w 
enough food lor owe owyn io> ti, onl or thb 
1,095 ine.ils whuh we eii n a tear It la 
liulyadiop inthebiuktt it is, coiistdcrect' 
as a prevLiihve of sciri?tg, nol/iig !,.♦ i 
have let fall tio word, than would lead tU* 
leader to suppose, that it was v/y opunotts 



N;] K>Uf)CUIlftEGTmR.«-C<>f>i0^f 5H^ar. {74$ 


that tbt Mtjicm would derive enjr degree of 
lecurity agaiuat-scarcity from tbe adoption of 
the proposed measure; bur, I know, that to 
the West Indians, the advantage would be 
very great, and they have a just claim to a 
rintre of the market, to which they arc^cow- 
petled to hting their produce; and, on the 
other hand, in proportion as the measure 
would be inefficacious as a preventive of 
ecaMly, it would be little injurious to the 
ftrmer. All the farmers together supply 
us with 1,095 meals of victuals in a year, 
and, surely, they need not be alarmed, that 
the West Indians are about to be allowed to 
rapply us with one single breakfa<<t, and 
that, too, only at the rate of about 4dl a 
bead! Men talk about mUlims very glibly; 
but, the longer I live the more firm does my 
conviction become, thattbereare few minds, 
coroparativtfly speaking, capable of fully eni- 
bracing the idea, else we should not hear 
them talk of a granary to feed millions of 
people. Stop the distilleries, what have 
you? Iraakfast 4d\ a head; and this, 
supposing the doctrine to be sound, is the 
mighty resource the distilleries afioid us! 
Three hundred thousand quarters of corn 
make a huge heap of sacks; but, after all, 1 
repeat, that it is but one breakfast for twelve 
millions of people. And this is to spread 
min amongst the farmers! This is the caute 
of ail this alarm and petitioning and speerh> 
making and these endless noii>describeabIe 
fooleries I—r-Here I pnt an end to what I 
have to say upon this subject, which was of 
the greatest importance as relative tt' the 
West India planters, and also as it became 
connected with the agitation of facts and 
principles relating to national subsistence. 
If either or both of the gentlemen upon 
whose letters I have beco commenting, think 
it necessary to publish any thing by Vay of 
ofptanaiion of what they have already ad¬ 
vanced, 1 shall gladly insert it; but, <as to 
any thing further, I am sure it will not be 
expected. I have no desire to have the last 
*uferdi and, unless upon the d«b.ile which 
may take place in parliament,*] shall cer¬ 
tainly not write, at this time, any thing more 

hpoo the subject.--^Just as I was about to 

aepd off the above, 1 received a letter from a . 
gentleman in Essex, who expresses his regret 
and surprize at seeing me take that sid^of 
this question which I have taken. " Yon 
know,” says be, full well, bow much fa- 
*• vour has always been shewn to the monied 
** and coinmereial interest, at the expence of 
** that interest, which yon have always look- 
up to as the salvation of the country.” 
——I am very sortry to differ in opinion from 
(his most respectable person, and I assure 


him, that his frankly telling me of what be 
considers as tny errors, or my faults, so far 
from requiring an apology, merita and^&i 
ceives my tfiaaks. But, in the present 
I really^cannot see ttwt 1 am sidine with a 
monied'or commercial interest. The sugar¬ 
cane planter is only an agricu]tura]i.st of ano¬ 
ther description ; and, I wish not to enenu* 
rage him at the ** expence” of any one All 
my partialities are on the side of the land- 
owners and land-tillers at England. It I had 
thought that their interests were likely to re¬ 
ceive injdvry from the proposed measure, I 
will not assert, that my mind would have been 
free from'an undue bias; bur, after having 
given to the subject all the attention 1 am 
capable of, I am coqyinced that this will not, 
and cannot, be the case. It sometimes hap¬ 
pens, that one is prepossessed by conversa¬ 
tion upon a subject. One gets committed 
upon certain points, either by hasty declara¬ 
tion, or by tacit admission. To this subject 
my mind came lik»* a sheet of blank paper; 
for, until I had begun writing my article, 
which appe&red in the Register of thqj^r/l 
of April, I had never spoken nor 
word relating to the propriety or impropriety 
of the intended bill; and, nntil I had finish¬ 
ed it and sent it to the press, I had spoken 
with no person except Mr. Wakefield; and 
it was not likely that 1 shouhl imbibe from 
him any impression in favour of the bill. In¬ 
deed, until the morning of theday, on which 
that article was written, I had never even 
read Mr. Wakefield’s letter against the bilk- 
which leitir appeared in print on the Satur¬ 
day preceding j and, it was not until I saw 
the article in the Motning Cbronicie, that 1. 
thought of looking particuhirly into the let¬ 
ter That article appeared to me lo contain 
such wild doctrine, that I was tempted to 
notice it; when I came to look at the debate, 
in the House of Commons, tliete appeared to 
be a necessity for doing it without loss of 
time After my article was written, I sasv, 
for the first time, an account of meetings m 
the counties, to prepaie petitions agafnst the 
proposed^biiij and, as it was then too late to 
make an addition to what I had said, in the 
Register, I wrote my letter to the.Hanip-; 
shire freeholders, and immediately sent it oS 
for insertion in the Salisbury Journal sod in 
several other newspapers. So little wes I in 
the knowledge of what bad passed, that, an* . 
til* after this l^ter waa written, I did not 
know that Mr. Young bad been examinetl. 
before the committee. Never, therefore, 
waf any man’s conduct more free from on- 
dj^e bias than mine was upon this ocoasion. 

I saw wYat 1 regarded as a popular delosioii 
likely toc^revail, and 1 did all in my po^ to 



fm : 

{Mrevent it, Thi reader wil) esa^j suppose, 
thattSere tnust' be a few persons, at least/ 
^^h. whona I tntgbi have some inftoeiice as 
far as opinion goes; but, to on^one person 
hayh I Written a word upon the matter; to 
no one have 1 spoken; and my wisit now is, 
that, if I am in error, the opinions of my op* 

^ ,poneots may prevail in the approaching dis¬ 
cussion and decision ; but. then, it is also 
, my wish, that clamour may be completely set 
at defiance. 

Local Militia. -^Tliis is about the 

twentieth scheme for raising sii^h a force 
* ‘Within the kingdom ns shall be able to defend 
jt in case of invasion; whether if will snc- 
ceed better than any of the former tinip will 
very soon enable us to judge. As to the 
number of the men to be raised, that point is 
not yet fixed, and, perhajis, it will be left to 
the option of tiie ministers. 'J'he outline of 
the plan is this: a certain number of men, 
to be ballotted from the militia lists, are to be 
assembled a certain number of days in every 
year, in order to be drilled, qfid to be held 
in Readiness to march in caso of invasion. 

are to be placed under the command of 
offi^rs appointed by the king; while assem¬ 
bled, or called out, they are to be mads sub¬ 
ject to ad the provisions of the mutiny act; 
and, of course, may be^fiogtrefl in pmsuance 
of the judgment of officers appointed by (he 
king. This would be no more than what is 
done in case of the present militia; but, this 
new scheme allow.s of no sjttstilutes. All 
,, those who are balloted for this militia are ei¬ 
ther to pay affine, or to serve in person ; and, 
■every man who pays the fine is obliged to 
sivear„ that he due.s not derive the means of 
yj doing from any other source than that oj 
his own private purse. The words of the 
clause are these : I'hat every person liable 
to the payment of any fine under this act, 

**■ for not appearing to be enrolled iu the Lo- 
. ** cal Militia, who shall refuse to declare 
upon oath, that he hath not, directly or i 
** indirectly, by any policy, premium, or 
** promise of any premium, or by any eiV- 
gagemeut insured himself against such tine, 

** or any part thereof; and, that no person 
or.persons, hath, or have, directly? or 
'* indirectly, undertaken, or engaged, or, 
promised, in auy way, to indemnify him 
tberefrohi, or from any part thereof, or 
** to repay to him, or to any person or per- 
■' ** SOBS in. his behalf, or for his use, benefit, 
or advantage,, the said fine, or any part 
^ thereof ,; shal!. In every such case, forfeit 
'** the amount of such fine, and be cOtnpel- 
: /terf' personalty to serve in the said I^jcal 

MUirta for the full term of-^jcars.*’T*— 

this bill Sir K&akcis fi|RosxT is. 
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by the newspapers, reptM-fod fo ba^ 
as follows: ** He said, tbijt there Wa< a 
when the army was uudiscipliii^, and 't|^- 
nation savage—^when social order .wet# 
“ trampled under foot—when liberty .was 
** a^pther name for licentiousness; at sucH. 
•• a time alone, could a measure like the 
“ present be offered to the nation without 
** insult J. But now, the moment when civi- 
fixation was at its acme—.when England 
“ boasted her generodty and her spirit, be 
“ could not describe the indignant snwation 
“ which Jbe felt at beholding the minister of 
“ the day dare to stigmatize the remeseuta- 
" lives of the people by offering sucli a mea- • 
" sure for their adoption, it required audacitj 
“ f& propose what folly only oould i magine ef* 
" ficient, that the reluctant conscripts of (for 
oppressed population should be maFsballeti ‘ 
“ under the scourge of tyranny, and pre- 
" sented to the nation as her defence. 

What! did the noble Lord suppose that 
“ the people would endure, or the arm^ 

“ bend beneath, the sanguinary, remorse- 
“ less, and ferocious despotism, which even 
“ slaves would turn upon ? Did he suppose 
*' that the lash of tyranny—-the insults. 

*' the contumely, and .scorn of <)ver-ween- 
" ing power——the “ J'vedum si^um ser- 
" vitulis" would besiifered by a free peo- 
“ pie with impunity! lie was far from 
wishing to indulge in declamation; for 
“ he thought, that, at a moment like the 
“ present, when oar very existence was at 
“ stake, all bauds and hearts should form a 
“ common bulwark round their cummou 
" treasure, strong from its union, and in- 
“ vincible in its resistance!—(hear, heaf.) 
—Bat, he added, when you want men 
for your defence, offer them a post fit for 
ines to enter on^ when you propose a 
" military code, let it be fit for Englishmen 
" and freemen. He was not disposed to 
" tjsank the noble lord for- his ingenuity, 

‘‘ nor could he consider it creditable, how- 
“ ever characteristic. The features of tlie 
' " offspring intuitively bespeak the parentsf 
“ as with the appearance of the fasces rrtust 
“ be associateii the idea of the lictor. Atro- 
*' cions measures must be expected in age 
" from him whose youth had been familiar- 
ized to executions; and when the author 
of this bill had wrung the heart-strings 
** of his own country, little delicacy could 
** be existed from him for foe dignified' 

** feelings of another. That infatu.ition^ 
.however, was amazing, which disdaified 
to benefit by the lesson of experience; 

** and he thought the'fate of such levies as , 
this biiyiroposed to raise, ougl;t to hove. > 
** acted as(Wsufficient admooitioQ. We had 



*■ se^n (h(| pass 'over ihem 

on the cqmmppt.i V,e*bad i,een her 'nJer 
“ by such ineana,' deceive the honi.igtf of 
biinijliatecl Europe, and still, we perse-. 
" vered-! What folly, what wondc*-l»nn- 
“ fatoatjon 1 Sir, (f we wihli for the pre 
** sermioji) of our eonofiy, let us *Vai3e 
“ our physical force in her defence, 
'* let. 11 $ animate an armed population 
in lier support, courageous from their 
Oftuse, and disriplincu by their va- 
*' losr. It is time for us to think of proiid- 
" ing some ctfcctn.il domestic force against 
contingencies. France may not always re- 
“ .main inferitu' to us on the ocean, and the 
** time may come when liniain must de- 
" pend, tor her .wfely and liberty, on the 
, “ valour, spirit, and discipline of lier na- 
" tives. Dvws tlie noble loi J snppu.'-o that 
•* coercive tnc.isnics will ptovidc iui such an 
" event.* If he does, vain is (he snpi)o<iiio;i ; 
” tJiesalvatioiiof the country dtpciuls on the 
" unauimity of tlic people, and that uriani- 
uiity can only be jivoduced by con- 
" C'iliation From that cause alone shall we 
** be able to date our existence and pros- 
" perity. But, alas i let me not talk of 
v." our prosperity j every tiling I see in this 
" unhappy hind, assures me of Jier down- 
fall ; each succeeding year produces a 
*■ change of miutstry, and each change 
*• of minisfiy a change of nnMsures! 

ITius, plans are proposed, decided on, 
“ and rejected ! Tlie indecision of this 
*' governiijont, contrasted by the b'ind oh- 
" slinacy of the n..st, and both outdont; by 
“ tliC nick-named vigour of the followi ig ! 

Distrqctmn in ttur councils and iinpotcnce 
*' in oar o^ir.isters, while military oNccriiioncts 
are daring to jlx the badge of servitude on 
“ the people! Alas! how deploiahly do I 
** feel at the,sight of tins journeymen politi- 
niatis oppositej feeble is the hope of 
'' England, if such is her dept itdence!— 
** Sir, such are roy senthnents on ilii.s*bill, 
“ and on our present sitaatibu :—they are 
“ the Vesuit of observation, aird of the in- 
'' structiou which I have gleaned from those 
pare and venerable authors, which even 
" -the new morality has not taught me to 
.-despise He concluded by dccl.iring, that 
** ■ iq every stage he should oppose the bill.” 
—4^'I,'lii.s ri^port (which I copy from Bell's 
Week})’ jfvlessenger) dilF.'rs from thal, which 
h)s been giyea in the Courier; in which lat¬ 
ter paper, it is stated, that Sir Frifncls said, 
that he never would consent to a measurtt, 
thyt would nnike the English people sijlogged 
"ipbis phrase the hireling .editor made 
ifte subject of a long and virule.nt invective 
*^jnst the person, from whom it proceeded. 


He.Mp, 

" naiian, because ^"rneQ 
“ s’iohte the-milUary )aw,.iir^may Se'iiiifi}^, 
** a /taogfdrfiation, bec»Q|e men are 
" who viohfte the law agamst treason." 
w'liat shall we ascribe the usd of such misdr* 
able sophist ly ? To a want of capacity to 
discriminate, or to downiight ba.seness of 
nature ? To one or the other it must be as¬ 
cribed j and let the editor 'of the Courier 

take hi.s choice.-"When men commit the 

crime of treason, they are choosers of their 
crime. Tliey are not, by the very natnre of 
the situation in which they are placed by 
fomfiulsian, daily .iiid hourly exposed to the, 
cointnis.sio'ri of tho crime, for which they a e 
punished. The reverse "will be the case 
in the Local iViilitia. Suppose, for in- 
•stanre, a man to be addicted to dnnh lif 
cKi'css. That is a crime puni.-.hed by flogging' 
under the mutiny act; to flogging, -then, 
will the Local Wililia man be daily exposed, 
if he be addicted to drink ; but,* this crimp . 
is not his own act, 'as in the case of treason ; 
it is made a crbne in him by those who kpve 
com/jellfd him to become a Local 
mnn. Again : the law of treason opc^fes 
generally ; it reaches the prince as well ns 
the labourer j but, tlie law of flogging 
roaches not the <)lljcer>., reaches not those, 
who are to sit in jiulgnietit and who are in¬ 
vested with the power of execution,——So 
much for the wretched .sophistry, by which 
a hireling pen has atiempied to defend tbij 
me.a.snre. -— But, itiss.nid, that Sir Fmijcis’s 
ol-icciion would equally well apply to the** 
present iniliiia and toibe troops of the Hue. 
hiiitwoiild.ifhisobjectionwere to a scheme, 
whi<h would allow of sulslUvlionl This 
.scheme allows of none. A fine from ^ 
man's own purse is the only thing that can 
{sup[)osiiig no Jalse^ strearing to take pltice) 
s-nve Jiim from personal ser\ icc j and, as,it’ 
is evident that one half, or. perhaps, fourr 
fifths, of the men Iwllotted will be unable, to 
pay the fine out of their own pur.se, it foHqws, 
of course, that all these will (unless yi the 
c.ase excepted) yield p>'rsoml service vpau 
compuhion. Indeed, to obtain this ofajpet 
is the very essence of the scheme. N,pw,’ 
in the line, or in the present militia, thp 
' case is djflcrent. Into these the men chmt^ 
to enter ; for, though a man may be ballot* 
ted into the latter j yet, if he does not chbt^ 
to serve in person, there are means .of avoii^ 
ing It, and, if he will not use those * 

he, at any rale, gives the prefere&tie to 
’sonab But this scheme reduces 

about four-fifths of the able meti of > the 
cot^ntry to a choice between taking a 
Qislh, aad^xposh^ this|r baoks.tp 
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Ui4M%,virlfleof tUe 4ft, 

wnj^n^ftf person*, who are tleinseryes’ 
ihjin corporal panisbmi^i.-r— 
jL^H^^'^tlereagh appears to h^ve been very 
angej* indeed, at this measure having been 
■. denoiDinated % vonscripiha. But, ii^wbat 
does it difttfr'frpm' a conscripijon, except 
^ in tjlje. ease o^" the rkh P Napoleon 
prders *a certain nnmber of young men 
io be baliotted, and to be o^ade soldiers 
'pf at once. Lord Castleveagh orders out 
young n\en from a parisli, suppose, aod 
be admits of a fine by way of ejaempitou 
/ftota personal service ; but, he tabes care 
that seven out ©f the ten shtiU not le aLk 
to po.^^ the,fine themselves, and thaf nohody 
else snail pay it for them. I will Uike a 
<ine, saya. he, in lien of service ; but, you 
shall not have the means of gctiiug the fine, 
\yithont exposing yourselves to tlie chance 
of having your ears crppped olf- for perj ury, 
IJpon the rich, tlierefore, this measure, 
this brilliant scheme, is a five ; upon tjie 
poor it is a conscription j and, it is ucrequal. 
It. is partial, it is unjust j bccavftg it prohibits 
' t.he,clc5criplion of persons iiom'purchasing 
cxpruplioa from personal servitude, which 
it permits it in anotln-r descripiion ; aud, 
it throws.tbe pain and the burden of de¬ 
fence upon those who have noil/mg but 
their per-sons to defend.- r-In its ope¬ 

ration it will be .attended with all sorts 
of hardships and vexations. The rich will 
fine. That will be a trific ; but it will be 
» roost oditxis way of collcctiug a revenue. 

” The poor will, to their last sbilliug, line 
too. They well sell llteir goods, and the 
goods of many will be sold (or one. Where 
this cannot be done, wages will Ije anti¬ 
cipated to the' utino-it penny. Ruinous 
debts will be contracted. Any thing to avoid 
a compulsory exposure to the lash. Many, 
however-, must render per.suoal service} 
but, wherever the money can be raised, 
*V(hct.ever an indemnity can be provided, 
I^ord Castlereagb may be assured, th.it the 
oath syiB have very little weight j and, J 
am,really surprized, that a person, who has 
bad such extensive experience, should .have 
much reliance upon a check of dils 
I SQ^.-——But, only thiitk of the disgrace, 
Ife- infamy, whicli js thus msfiked upoii* 
the front of the nation, by an aqt tp prevept 
aiep frpm insuring tbemselv^s^ ^^nisf the 
-Ptisfortime of lecomng liable to assist the 
• ^/tptae of their 'counfm ! AgaiiJSt fire, 
agamvt thunder and lightEpng, against 
fimodering 'at . sea, against clpatb^ w.e 
jnsure; ,(oh, everlasting shame!).such 
^ the sl..uatipn. of our country, that it sgm 
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tbitf. Wj 

ptpbable miKoy^tune of belirg i^fleAuppn -fil';-^ 
defend ooy native limd! What is the 
of this ? Why dot?* the government dot^^i 
of the peopje’s readiness to defend tbe cout^.- ^ 

■ try ? K is tire people’s country, and %'kQt ^ ' 
the reason that it is necessary tp pass a law to 
compel then) to defend it ? Do they not Ipv)#, 
till- oouutiy ? And, if so, why do they not J, 

It matters not, my lord, you ipay talk ai)d 
scheme as long as you please ; but, bp yqn 
assured, that, if the' hour of real da,ni^ 
comes, there i.s no power upon e:|rih mat 
c.in make the people defend that which they , 
do not love 5 and, if they love the country, ■ 
they will defend it without any raajkiog.. ^et 
all the people be armed. Give them their. 
neighbours ;uid friemts, their' nalurai lead¬ 
ers, to instruct and direct them j make them 
fed that what they have to preserve is w'bjtb 
the hazard of tlieir lives ; and, J’il engage 
that you shall need neither fines nor con- 

scrifMions.-Upon the continent of’JEo- 

tope, we have seen government after go- ■ 
vernment fall before the arrii.s of Francp, 
and yet there was no want of soldiers, TtiO 
French were everywhere met by men # 
forced into the service. We heard mama- 
zing armies, of Immense magazines, of 
endless trains of artillery; but, inamo- 
ment.ail disappear-od;. The plunderer came, 
away fled the defenders, and down came'the 
government. The people of Italy and Aus¬ 
tria, Prussia, HoUand, and Brunswick-were 
not all fooh to be sure They were idhlf tp 
beat the French ten - times told ; 
were they not willing P Yet, wft 
forcing the people of England 
country. We seem determjot^-'fiof tft 
profit from the experience of the; contiftl^pi. 
of Europe,——I arn-for arming" 
of the'people; fqr, 'as to any. 
that (hey may make of their ava»i I 
answ%r in the words which 1 mice htiard 
used by Mr. Windbam, “ tlis bu*- 
" siness is tbfiirs, and, if they w^ll not 
“ defend the country in our way,. tbe^ 

**. must defend it in their own way.*’ Xlti- 
deed, it is as absunl.to pass a Inw to make ib £. 
people- lovft, dtSf to pass a law to make them 
defend i{jd^<^uoti:y. A law, or a co^t^,,. ., 
induce tbebi to defend it; to organize,%e^'. 
for that purpo.se, .may bowiseandnecessafyi^ *. , 
but a law . to epflsp^i a whole people, utidar ,. , 
heavy ptfips «nd .penalties," not ekcfptittjj!^’. . 
bodily punishment, to ^efend tiiemseives,..ii9'. 
something mbfistrously u^apistdj 
make them, >» an hour of real diapiget^ ' 
their livm in defending o,thei:«,' 
thppM.filvci!, i? imppi^ihie-w^fifFo!?r% > 
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sonified', the Laaarus-leoWng saint, and the 
big lwggt'd loan>jpbber, may hug themselves 
af the thought, that the people- are to be 
forced to defend them and their Jewish kin j 
but, I should hope, that the ministers, 
amongst wh6m there are some men oC slnrp 
faculties, at least, will perceive, while yet 
there is lime, that there is no reliance to be 
placed on men dragged to the ranks under 
the dread of pains and penalties. 

N. B. In the la»t Register, mowed 
with a spade," iii page yiu, shouldhave been 
moved with a spide." 

Botley, I2th May, 1809. 

CORBETT’S 

Parliamentary History 

E NOLAND, 

Wh'di, in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, double columns, will con¬ 
tain a full and accuiatc Report of all the rc- 
^cordedProceediDgs,and of all theSpeeches, 

^ ill both Houses of Parliament, from the 
earliest times to the year 18U3, when the 
publication of “ Cobbett’s Pai liameutary 
Debates" commenced. 

VoL. IV. Comprising the Period from 
the Restoration of Charles II. in l6(>0, to the 
Revolution in l6'S8 ; ajid containing an Ap¬ 
pendix of scarce and valuable Parliamentary 
Tracts, written during the said period, will 
be ready for delivery on or about the 1st day 
of June next.—^I'he magnitude of the Parlia¬ 
mentary Histdry, thegreat labourand expense 
attending it, and the comparatively small 
number of copies, which, toavoid serious i isk, 
it has been thought ndviseable to, print, 
render it necessary thus eaily to adopt pte- 
c^utions calculated to prevent any broken 
sets remaining on hand at the conclusi&n of 
tlie wirk. Subscribers are, therefore, par- 
, ticularly requested to send in their names 
to their respective Booksellers, as not a sin¬ 
gle copy, will, on any account, be sold, 
but to the purchasers of the former Volumes. 
Gendeinen, resident in Ireland, wishing 
to become snbseribers, will please to apply 
to Mr. Archer, of Dublin. 

DSraNCe OF THE COUNTST. 

En/ield, 24tk j§pril, 1808. 
St*,—Considering the importance, at 
this time, of a ri^t system of national de- 
feq^e, i certainly should not have suffered 
more than a month to have elapsed since the 
date of my last, ere i had resumed the sub¬ 


ject, had noi every monoenj of my time befcn 
either occupied by business, or lost to the 
purposes of utility by indisposition. In my 
late enumeration of the ^pulation ^the 
states now confederated against us, tinder 
the gtiidance of Buonaparte, I was guilty of 
an oversight in the omission of Turkey, the 
addition of whose people, and other minor ' 
corrections of the census, on the authority of 
Pinkerton’s geography, will be found to 
swell the confederacy to full 140 millions of 
people, capable of furnishing above 23 mil¬ 
lions of ^gbting men; that is to say, soldiers 
and sailors. That the proportion of the lat-^ 
ter, mus; aheady be sufficient, with a due 
admixture of marines and other landsmen, 
(according to the practice of all martial na¬ 
vies) to man a \ ery large Beet, will not be 
doubted when we take a revew of the ma*’i- 
time posiehsions of our enemies, from the 
White Sea to the Black Sea inclusive; and 
when we recollect how many, from one ex¬ 
tremity to the other of that immense line of 
coast, subsist^by following the occupations of 
fishermen; cand when we farther advert to 
the coasting trade of all those petty maritimV 
states, which are usually overlooked when 
vet speak of the naval-powers of Europe.— 
And when. Sir, we likewise turn our atten¬ 
tion from the men, who are (he soul, to the 
timber, iron, hemp and tar, which compose 
the body of a navy; we are to keep in mind 
what are oar own remaining resources, and 
what are those of our ehemy. We know 
how much has been said and projected about^ 
our building ships of war in the East Indies 
—a blessed dependence ! It was also at the 
time stated, that large quantities^of. timber 
had been purchased by England in Dalma¬ 
tia, and was ready felled, when the events of 
the war defeated our contract; and it is now 
understood that Mr. Bontham, well known 
for his former employment as a shipwright 
and a general in Russia, as well as tor a latec. 
patronage of the English admiralty as a me¬ 
chanician, was lately building sihips for us 
within the dominions of the Emperor Alex¬ 
ander, where of course those ships will now 
remain to augment the navy of our enemies.^ 
Such circumstances do not prove to us 
the government of this country has been stif- 
’'ficieutly provident respecting a home growth 
of ship timber; and they certainly add to 
the apprehension, that we may ere. long (if 
the present confederacy against us shall con¬ 
tinue) see our enemy greatly out-number us ' 
in ships of war, even to the extent they 
please; as (hey are in possession of all the 
continental forests of Europe (those of now- 
inmded Sw’eden alone excepted) ; and. 
moreover, ure masters of countries abound* 





ing «ith iron, hemp, and tar -^v-l am not, 
Sir, one who u afraid of-a war with America, 
iCi|t ^ball be neceuary to the ma ntenance of 
oar rights, and shall be rightly conducted, 
but still we are to consider the effisct which 
e war with America mijst have, if it shall be 
nging while our country is to be the object 
of concerted invasions at a variety of points 
Such in additional war must create a demand 
for additiunah exertions on our part. and 
must occupy a considerable number of out 
ships and seamen, and would probably, also, 
in Its consequences, hnd employiyeni for a 
mate! lal portion of our land force If the 
morality ot the bulk of the Amei^can peo¬ 
ple, and the good faith of the government be 
such as you describe them to be, and espe¬ 
cially it you be correct in your idea of the 
peculiar hatred they bear to Englsnd, it 
might not be very surprising if, while they 
were even at peace with us, they should rea¬ 
dily give into the schemes of out arch enemj, 
so far as to pour into his ports it possible, a 
•great quantity of their mippyig, on the eve 
of a projected In\ avion of England or Ire¬ 
land , but should we beat wsi with Ameri¬ 
ca, we could little doubt th it he would bend 
ghe foice of bis genius to rendei the Ameri¬ 
can shipping available to the utmost, to his 
grind object of ciUcting our destiuction 
Considering the natursl impossibility of htr- 
metirallv sealing up all the poits gieat and 
small of a vast line of coast, and it all sea¬ 
sons, whether the nights be long or shot r, 
light or diik, serene or temjjestuous, espe¬ 
cially when all this should be a task in addi¬ 
tion to the blockading already impoied upon 
as, It. must be evident that an American 
^ar, besides diawing aside tiom their pre¬ 
sent objects a consideiable pirt of our 
cruizers, must adm'iiister to the enemy s 
means of inviding ns, in the prupui tion in 
which American ships could get safe into 
h's ports, and we are not to forget, tint our 
blockade of those ports which are the ren¬ 
dezvous of his ships of war, would not close 
the nntermediate and inferior hai hoars 
against the merchant shipping of America.— 
Siwiug, then, such prospects before us, and 
aUt knowing how soon the line of battle of 
our navy, independent of contributing to the 
iJefence of our island, may have to fight for 
its own ascendant, or even existence, nor 
how much the smaller ships maybe on iipied 
in all thu distant parts of the world,, nor 
what new draughts from onr land force may 
be required for our foreign services in every 
quarter, ought we not, if we wonldmeitber 
cripple our distint exertions, nor bung rum 
on oaV dependencies, nor h ivard theacoo- 
questof ourcuuntfy, sotopiq,ide for our 
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sibihiy <i£ to dmagM-that wc ^oold have bo* 
thing to feer, etthdagh not a diip nor a te¬ 
gular soldier Should be kept at home for onr 
defence > * When I offer it as roy opinion, 
that tjfe have such means, those who have 
duly and de^y contemplated the m-irtiel 
blanch of the English constittiuon, may have 
no difficulty in believing the fact, although 
It must be confessed, that no one in modem 
times has yet produced a plan in delail, lor a 
complete organization of oui posse comtiatus. 
Such a plan in detail must necessai ily be vo¬ 
luminous , It must include arrangements for 
having all onr youth perfected in arms and 
tactics before they shill reach eighteen years 
of age, and with regard to the great roast of 
tiie nghtmg men of the community, its an¬ 
nual classification by age, and other renew¬ 
als of rolls for preset ving a perpetual harmo¬ 
ny between nature and milititv science, as 
well as 1 variety of subordinate piovisions 
whereby the ordinary intertourses of society 
should remain uninterrupted, even wuhia 
sight of in imading enemv, and all other 
parts efthecountry belli perfect tranquillity, 
must unavoidably contain much matlei, but 
pi mciples once cleiily 1 iid down for our go^ 
verniii-nt, regulations, in ill their parts and 
sections, divisions am' subdivisions, branches 
and lamifications, would follow in course 
without producing confusion, duorder, or 
obsciint) , in short, the matter in a well dt* 
gested system, tnaj« like a coltmin in an ar 
my, be of any lengib, and vet •perfectly ma¬ 
nageable —It IS now, Sir, nine years since I 
submitted to the public, in 'anappeal, civil 
and military, on the English constitution,' an 
outline of such a system, natunlly and neces¬ 
sai liy growing out of the principles of the 
posse (omttatus, as we find it in our common 
liw, and discuvei ifto be an integral part of 
that constitution, coeval with, and essential 
to,,onr liberties, and, althongh the press, 
especially of lite, his since teemed with 
pirns ind pi ejects of defence, I have not 
seen Decision to depart from a single pringt- 
pie therein laid dow n , nor have I discover¬ 
ed thit 1 over rated the posse eomUatut 
(equally adaptable to the arms and tactics of 
any age) when I ti ciein observed •' it is 
'* without any rhetoricil figure, the clibap 


* Not meant to apply toartillerj men , for, 
althoug^i a certain pioporlton simuld e*en be 
exclusively attached to the posse (omttatus, 
they must be regular soldiers, as their educe- 
tioii Is * work of time It is not, however, 
nete sirv tluv should be subject to th^jHitoe 
articles Of w ir as tlioie b) which tbti stapd* 
mo army ire goveiiicd. 
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" dcfencAof ei^imgui<»b* 

*' mg jtalotfsy, ir £^r»in a«»ui mg 

“ iiiUiijal tranqmllity, qlwapm^nliting 
*‘ ternil danger, it bold^ Aglunous pic emi- 
“ neutie 01.131 every other milnaryo* 

*' iuvuiui mvenium’* Haemg ih«’’' 
\oi)i8d to diiime a knowledge ot the 
mtiju ipk* ot d«»t< nee, and nketcJicd an o't 
kot , uxd feircsiting I Uum^hi the 
giovrii)g dat)g( t'* ot our countiy, it vi.|» rav 
hop tlidts titt (iilij,hieiietl mill N (I «i souk 
qbie siitesn Ill iii piiliimeit, vv mid hue 
^ikep upon 1)1 u 1' e (luk of -,i\ mg the i>i< me 
the iifiitsai) li I II cj si I !e oi Ill Oiler 
vyords, ihnt I w ml I hue ei the s^rstur 
a compltl pi <'ti 1 tor 11 a ) 1 ih 1 net tii 
astiliiie t)i “risioingt) I ii ui mel 

viei.,) tic ‘ ihs 1 1(1 i 11 1 1* I 

/toitp r »itlalus ' Co isi 1 i n toit, ' ^ 

thUtiru tuo other i him s 1 ihc* iii 1 t ii> 
put f 1 (111 work h nc' he* ii p thus'« d, uml*' 
till, i t e e I ‘ I tit,Iind s 1 j oi tiu Miht i* 
rj ii|rt^iest){ the teustiUlm in wlmh 
altJton^h to the l,ist of tho e edili ns l«n c 
additions \itit* unde, fm il sii'ting the 
prmr pies, the wots ‘til itnnin i niirt 
enirluK, I diail tot be thon,lil ehaipt lole 
v.xith my imp it t nee to obiu'e upon the 
public 1 finishe 1 plm, Kith ill the nu •'“sm 
detailsainl 11 ) 11111111 : In t \iin ' loiliesto- 
ratton Kno i mg the s^ si m t > he tonnde i 
Oil, Oil 1 thei a pirt of ilc ro hiituiion, 1 
to lid not Uive^sl mi sell of iJu 1 ope, tl if, ns 
our dmgei should giow ino c i id moie tt r 
ii'k, srfXMt peblie m n (t i linnet ci c In 
m or out of place oi Id sooiki or 1 r, 
before out ruui ehonl ' he iiiei< t ibh se lit I, 
resort to the eneigns of ih t eonstiiution f ir 
oOf daiuei >ite fti tins h jpe, the woik h is 
been \< ly little aelvti ised, b it h is bet n sent 
tot«o entile cabin is of hisMij sly s mi- 
uivters, the last aid tRe piestnt, besides 
iidividtuls of a piioi cihniet and, list 
saivmer^ it was like wise sei t o tiKgenei 1 
otBceisa'wut the person of IteKi g to the 
pouiDKindei inehitf, n id to liisMiiesis him¬ 
self Whitfever, theiefore, un> be the event, 
from a.wii ot invision t.g ng m the bowels 
pfour couatrv, while tlie sjstem of the ton- 
MitutioB, ekpUmed in tbe^gis, shall not 
bpve been resorted to, no b'aroe would at- 
ou liina who h td laboured to recom¬ 
mend It But the dry may possibl} come, 
w.^11 those who have pretended to defend ns 
on principles that go directly to overthrow 
constitution, and vrh cb principles, if not 
l[«:«isted, must 3<i cBectualiy wbveit the true 
^ ^ 

* Sir Wijhain Jones See the l.iegal 
Mod^ of Siippiessng Riots, wub a Plan 
fur Netioiial D ti nee, p ip. 
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government of oar country, and destregt oOf 
liberties, as could pos|iWy bc daw by th# 
njostaacceshful Fiewh invasion. The^y* 
I saji, may tome, ahtnsuch persons sttidi 
have to ipswer tor then system, and^tbenT 
ow n {lerson il defence m tb»t day wtU not 
gun stitngth, when it slwll appear that, eseff 
111 a niiiitai) view, their sv stems are, and must 
nttessiiily be glaiing wieikncss, contusip'^ 
and irabeeilit), m coniiiarison of that ■whiels 
tb-(ominon law ind constitution impera- 
tivily enjoin, and which they take upon 
till n posUivelj to reject Accident has pre-* 
vented my jet seeing the piesent bill of Loi4 
Cistleieagh, but if the newspapers tiuly 
di scribe its < ontents, it is only hi additionaJ 
ftUUiP in 1 S'which, to my bumble 
iinck 1 st null ng is gieatly adding to the rapi- 
flitj w iih which oiii countij seems to be ad-> 
vaiiciDi, to Its ruji) —Considering, Sir, the 
supunuly awful situation of oui state at this 
(xtr loultnary tiisis, and consideiing the 
great v.ii lety of systems of defence, and de- 
fensive suggestions, winch the patiiotisin of 
iiiduidi Is Iws brought forth, would it have 
d spai iged the reputation ot that minister, 
w )ukl It have lessened our csfimation of hi$ 
/cal 111 the public service, or have made oo 
rut minds an imprissiQu unfavouiable to his 
wis 1 111 1 id vutue liullie, at the very com- 
nit ijiiil of tht jiitsinl'tsHion of parho- 
rn«.iit iiuvcdfoi a lommittee of defence, to 
have e\ limned all that public sj irit, or legal 
li I I itg, or inilifary genius, had offered to 
the lc,isl.iiure tliiougli the medium ot the 
[riss iiul to Invt reported on what piinci* 
plrs, IS most constituticnjl, and most eflec- 
tuil, 1 SI sU m of n itional defence ought to bo 
f Hindi, d' And, had the noble lord, on suci 
r,,( ding 111 Ins tnution, likewise made it hii 
public d( 1 1 n ilion, that, on leceiviiig withm 
irdtiin number of days a lettu fipin the 
autb ir of any work on defence, expressing 
I vv sb fot a particular mcrobei of the House 
be mg added to the committee, he would 
move for the same, I uichne to think the 
admiration of sucluondurt would have djeetr 
uinver.)il, eqinllj prepinng the public fox 
an opp oval of the system of defi^nco t^ 
shoulld h ive tesulted, and fur zeal and oni|p« 
mity IQ Its execution And vyben we know 
fiiat gentlemen ot talents and learnuig, mm" 
tia and tegular officers of experience, geno-t 
lals of reputation, and members of bofb 
bouses of parliament, have contributed their 
quotas of knowledge and sjrstem towards our 
defence, it should seem to have be«J desira¬ 
ble thaf all such parties should, in tho fi»t 
concoction ot a great national plan, have had 
the iistans of rendering then suggestions a$ 
avtuUble as posatble lor (he public safety 
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le^iic^ve, fo be .emViD^-f4tlii»fraHVely 'tfti* 
j'om^r^by the cbr^tsonla^^.andcQestituttoh^ 
offibat the sanfe time infinitely tlie most ef- 
fwtual of any iii a military view, I ongbt 
pferhajps, on refiection, to take blame to my¬ 
self, for gmng-hotbiligVnore than a display 
• of its principles, a general sketch’ of its pro- 
elsipns/and a demonstration of its efficacy 
hbvP dearly soever it might appear to my 
WH mind, that etl'ougli had been said for 
enabling a statesman thence to furnish a 
complete plan of deffnee, in all it's di'tails 
^ Kpd minutias of regulation. But aslioue are 
so deaf aS'those who do not chodse to hear j 
nor so difficult to persuade, as those%hb are 
determined not to understand'; so such per- 
jsdns no doubt are ready to say, ‘ Tliere is a 
*' wide difference between the most correct 

* theory and useful pniclice,-between the 

* most perfect abstract and a real Substance 
imd they maybe equally ready to a«k, ‘why, 

* if he could, did he not produce a practical 

* plan complete in pJl its parts To such a 
question it might be suliicieftt to answer, 
that those charged witli our defence did not 
desite such a plan. But the writer may far¬ 
ther observe, he did not think it inctunbeiiC 
upon him unnecessarily to put either himself 
oi; his readefs to the expence of that winch, 
how necessary soever in a law, was not ne¬ 
cessary in a book recommending such a law. 
—-Ffe now, however, trusts, tliat a truly I 
constitutional system of defence will at last 
be shortly proposed in parliament; a sys- 

' tem in which notliing will be omitted 
through party bias, nor any' thing fje:verted 
irom a factious .sacrifice of the public good 
to privafe ends. The respect w’hieh all [iro- 
fe&sfor the constitution will, it is hoped, ob¬ 
tain'for speh a system a candid e.xamination 
on the part of the public: and. great !>orvcr 
tis the power of a minister may be, yet to a 
decided public opinion that power must 
blend.—As a supplement to the observations 
in my last, relative to Sweden and tlie 
Baltic,,! beg le.1ve to add what follo'ws: 
—I hope Sir Samuel Auclirouty has been 
dohsulted on the objects of the expedition 
ytcl.^aid' to be proceeding to the Baltic, to sid 
bf Sweden, both in the defence of 
aifa bwU dominions, and' the conquest of < 
Ntnway; and that the infoimation respect¬ 
ing one of the caitses of failnre in the late ex- 
peditioa against Buenos Ayres, whidi minis* 
<trs' have received, has not been last upon 
them. The following extract from the de- 
l^ce bfiGusneral Whitelneke, U highlj^' in 
stfhctiive. “ It had been cdncejved, that 
“ tfredissatisfiiction which had been exci|pd 
" in fiot^ili Atoerica, by the restrictive jea* 
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* th® l^rbnt.Stgto.*, If was nevei'Jjc;^wivei|p 
“ that such a tooted amilli^thy-epi^.exi^f ' 
“ against «s as'ihelr deliverers,'* I why dvll*’ 
s-erers?') o as to 'just ify the assert ion 
“ we had hot, yirh'CT wearHved in Americi'j. 
“ one singlfe fiiend in the whole ci^utryi 
“ litfle was it Concelvfed that the whole po-, 
“ pnlation Wereoriginally hostile to us; still 
” less that they bad become hostile from. 

“ any thing that had occurred in thj capture 
" of Buenos Ayres, or while we retaineci 
“ possession of it. The able officer whq 
" commanded at Monte Video, had disfco- 
“ vered tlie reverse of cliis to be true, tht'.l 
" they were equally inimical tons and-Uteir 
“ own government; and on a disorder ari- 
“ sing, in which the viceroy was said te 
" have been made piisoner by liis owopeo* 

" pie. Sir Samuel Anclinmty wrote to tnos© 

“ who po.sse.ssed the supreme government in 
“ Buenos.Ayres, making them an ofier of 
“ Brifi.sli protection. His 'letter wai an* 

“ swered by General Liniers, the Audiento* 

“ ainl the Cabildo, all of whom riatedihis . 
“ offer with jiidignation and font".- pt.; aiwl, 

“ in this scultinent Sir Samufcl Aucl>mut.jr^ 
" found the whole population to partake, 

“ w'ho had been influenced against ihi? Ei g- 
“ lisli by every species of exaggeration and 
" falsdiood" [logether, I fear, willi a mixi 
tureof truthj. “ The natives of thecouii- 
" try were indeed di.sposed to .follow th^ 

“ steps of thcNorthAmericans,^nd to erevt 
“ an indepeiuleut state, ff we could pvn* 

“ mise I hem iiidepcndence, they wmiid in- 
“ stanlly revolt against their goyefntoefitjt.. 

“ but, though notliing but iiidep^uieh^. 

“ would pelfectly .salisly them, they'woijld' 

“ prefer our government, either to .tileif... 
" present anarcli^or^the Spanish*yoke, pro^. , 
“ lidedTwe would promise not to give up •. 
“ the country to Spain at the peace; hot, 

“ ntflil such a promise was made, wemusi ei- 
“ pcct to find iJieni open or secret enemies/* 

—Now, Sir, are the Swedes, or Danes, or' 
Norwegians more in love with despotic go? • 
vernment, more calculated for jdiivei?, thsrti, 
the mongrel Spaniards of Souili Afnertca i 
And do we not in this mirror see, that if tliq ' 
youthful Gustavus (who I am assured (s .. 
treiftefy urpopular with his subjects ou; 
count of the despotism introduced into. the.,, 
government by' his family, and odi^rcd 
to by hihiself) shall have any t^e for -, ! 
true glovy, or shall know bow to render 
reign secure and prosperous, and '(6 
his throne on an immoveable basis, ; 

begin the present campaign with cntnl^^l^f; 
restoring to Sweden its ancient libert^*;, 





Presenting it with a en^t^Wtiaiistitation of 
Eofemment, for giring tlrtt liberty perma-. 
Oence to the end of time. By such an act 
^tone, aecnrapanied by an invitation to the 
Norwegians and Zealanders, to take shelter 
under hn protecting wing, with a promise 
netfer ti give them up again at a peqce, he 
and his aUy wnnld, it is reasonable to suppose, 
be received " oj iheir deliverers," at^ his 
■power be so consolidated, he might thence 
forth set at defiance all the etforts of Russia 
and France to disturb his repose. Sweden, 
so enlaiged by its ruler’s wisdom, and so 
strengthened by its rtberly, could no longer 
have, any thing to bear from the greatest 
mercenary armies which could be sent against 
it; but if the Swedes are to continue politi¬ 
cal slaves, and their king an unrelenting 
despot, neither the gulf of Bosnia, nor all 
the rivers which run into it, nor all the ar¬ 
mies the government can raise and pay, 
even with English subsidies, can long pre¬ 
serve the Swedish throne, if Napoleon now, 
(as before obsen’ed) at the head of 140 mil¬ 
lions of people, capable of furnishing 23 mil- 
lionsoffightingmen,have decreed its downfall. 
Ana from the complex.ion of the policy which 
the ministers of England shall pursue, and 
'^the advice they shall offer Guslavus towards 
the defence of Sweden, we doubtless may 
draw instructive conclusions, touching the 
complexion of their policy, and the nature 
of their system fur the defence of England. 
--•We have seen that had English statesmen 
acted on English principles, as friends to 
human Itbeny, the worst general ever set 
at the bead of an army might, without bring 
a shot, have severed from the Spanish mo¬ 
narchy, by a single act, the vast province of 
Buenos Ayres ; and little doubt is te be en¬ 
tertained that the example of that vice roy¬ 
alty shaking off its chains.would have been 
soon followed by Peru'and Mexicoy open¬ 
ing to their deliverers every pos.siblc advan¬ 
tage of commercial intercourse, while it 
must materially weaken the European con¬ 
federacy against us. JVs the same moral 
j^uses are in our favour in the nor h as were 
in the south, it remains to be seen, whether 
our ruling statesmen have any taste fur gain¬ 
ing the Itearts of whole nations, by respect¬ 
ing their rights and consulting t'ucir inclina- 
tioni; or p.-efer the expense, and trouble,, 
and iiazard, attendant on violating their 
rights, insulting their understandings, and 
exciting .their hatred, Tiiey ought not to 
f orget the natiunal hatred which subsists 
^iween the Swedes and the Danes. By the 
m^ans proposed this might soon be melted 
i a mCitu.sI affection ; but, if hre .and 
swoid are to he the only arguments for 


, gaitiing Norway, W6aroaoffocafelllat5^^f!qJOBf 
an easy conquest, .we may ratber- exptect • 
counterpart of wliat happened where the 
Danes made a descent bn Sweden in IJUfO, 
while the king was in the hands of tbe^rki 
at Bender, l^e Danes “ iiivaded the pro- 
** viribe of Scania,-fook Helsingbourg, rava- 
" ged the neighbouring coasts, and extended 
" their levies of contributions a grbat way 
*' into the country." Sweden was sor'ex’» 
hausted of regular troops, that only SOOOcould 
be collected. To these were joined 12,tX)t} 
peasants, the greater part of whom ** came 
“ in tl^ir linen frocks, having at. theia 
girdles pistol* tied with cords.” They 
setupon«the Danes whom .they defeated with 
great slaughter. •* Two regiments of these 
" peasants, hastily armed, cut to pieces the 
** king of Denmark's regiment of guards, of 
" whom only ten men W'?re left alive.” 
The Danes fled under the cannon of Hel» 
sinbourg, and within five days after the 
battle had quitted Sweden; i^aindtbe rea¬ 
son assigned for this lieroisra of the Swedish 
peasantry is, that “ these, forming an order 
*' in the sttfte, regarded themselves as dti~ 
*' zens." The shadow of liberty left Swe¬ 
den by Charles XII. was totally annihilated 
by the late king, who, for so doing, was 
stabbed by Ankerstrom. If Gustavus ad¬ 
heres to his father's principles, he cannot 
have his people's hearts. If made pf the 
same materials as the other fallen despots of 
Europe, he has nothing to -expect but a 
similar fate, nor would deserve a better; 
but if, indeed, he has wisdom and virtue, • 
and deserve an immoveable throne, an en¬ 
largement of dominion, and a glorious reign, 
they are likely to await him.—1 renntin. Sir, 
&c.— J. Cartwaioht. V 


CORN AOArNST SUGAR. 

Sir,—I shall preface my application fbr a 
place in your Register by observing, th.'it* it 
is not my wish to interfere as your auxiliary- 
in your present controversy with Messrs. 
Young and Wakefield. That controversy 
cannot be placed in better hands. It if really 
amusing to observe the condescension with 
which they notice your inferior progress in 
th# mystery of agricnlture, and the cofffq- 
^sion of ideas into which they are insensibly i 
wandering, while they forget that a bad prac¬ 
tical farmer, if he be* a good practical logi¬ 
cian, may sometimes prove a vety in¬ 
convenient antagonist. ’ My intention is'., 
solely to combat an assertion lately used (if 
the reports in the paper be true) by a worthy, 
barotfct at a Norfolk county meeting, and 


* Voltaire’s Hist, of ditto, xii. D. 5. 
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which* be oiav possibly haves picked up in 
some pamphlet on the West Indian ques^ 
tion, or perhaps in the Edinburgh Review of 
Obtober last, wherein it is very clearly 
stater^ and supported by much dexterity ofar- 
gument.—“ It appears to us " fsay these re¬ 
viewers p. 156) “ perfSftlif mani/est, 

** the radical evil is a general glut of produce. 
** aXiSist of the great staple, sugar and 
*•' iHfrn, in the whole market of the world ; 
'** that the West Indian colonies grow muck 
mare than, the whole tvarld can confumCf 
** and consequently that the pricesmust fall, 
and a large proportion of the co$nmodity 
** remain unsaleable at any price, until 
** the supply shall be contracted."* Again 
they tell us, p. 10*3: “The/ri/srewfrfy for the 
evil is only to be found in (Uminishing the 
" growth of sugar. Many of the estates 
'* which produce bad sugars must be given 
" up; and many planters will beruined whose 
*' property is mortgaged. This will be a 
** severe remedy, but it will be a radical 
" one.” And again, p I65, “ Unfortunately 
** things are brought to such a state, that 
** the sacrifit'e of many personi is the only 
means of re-establishing the general wel- 
fare." Some little degree of inditference 
to the ruin of the colonists is indeed tem- 

S ered, in the original, by a string of re¬ 
exions on the subject of the slave trade, 
tending to mitigate any inordinate compas¬ 
sion that we might possibly feel for the 
few or many |^er»ons sacrificed j but the 
assertion that this sacrifice is necessaiy is 
distinctly expressed; and I do as distinctly 
contend thitt It is utterly false and absurd — 
I apprehend. Sir, that our sugar colonies 
differ from the counties which compose the 
Ignited Kingdom only in this, that they 
are more distent from the seat of govern¬ 
ment; the moral connexions of^ laws, 
language, and interests, are the same; their 
White population being wholly kept up by 
emigrants from hence, all of whom are 
stpitnlate'd by the hope of returning to their 
natural home. I further conceive, that the 
utility of such settlements consists solely in 
their affording the means of employment to 
adventurers, whose industry cannot be use¬ 
ful employed at home, and who are thus 
enabled to raise either food, or the raw ma« 
terial of maotifactures, for the supply of the 
mother country: This the several colonies 
have done, and their sugar has conti ibuted. 
In a touch greater degree than is uAially 
Miptrosed, to feed, and thus to increase the 
popMatloD and cnlUvation of Europe. It is 
only Inasnauch as ^ley have done au^ con- 
tiom; lodo this, that we have any immediate 
ibtpmt in relieving their present dijtfcsi. 


or any motive; excldsive of compassiott Of 
coriosiiy, for inquiring what mode of relief 
will produce the greitest effect with ihele^ 
inconvenience to oui selves. That sugai 

enteis, to a large amount, into the fiiod of 
all, excepting the very lowest classes of our 
labourers, might be inferred from the enor* 
mous quantities of tea, or of infusions bearing 
that t^me, andsweetifhed with sugar, which 
have been admitted to the breakfasts of the 
manufacturing poor; but we have better 
because nio'e din ct evidence. The quantity 
of sugar retained fur home consumption, ou 
an averrge of the4 last years, viz. 1804, 5,6, 
and 7, was2,636,658. c wt. Now, Sir,you know 
that, from the time of the commencement 
of the Ames ican war, or thereabouts, this 
country, which had formerly exported corn 
to a latge amount, began to import con¬ 
siderable quantities for Its own consumption, 
and that the annual average of foreign corn 
now required for the supply of this demand 
is b00,000 qiiaiters. Such is your own 
statement of our wants, and I believe it to 
be authentic ; and it may be presumed that 
the weight of this corn, even if it 
all wheat,would not exceed 3,200,000 cwt .} 
allowing 4 cwt to eich quarter, it follows, 
that our coiisumptioii of food in the shapo* 
of sugar is equal, in point of niere.i^efgflf, 
to at least three quaiters of our consumption 
of food in the shape of foieign corn, or to 
the annual sustenance (if a calculation of 
the Edinburgh reviewcis can be trusted) of 
bout OjC) uoo persons.. Not one particle 
of this sugai was consumed id distilleries, 
but V. ..s faiily and honesily eaten or swalldw- 
ed with water by the inhabitants of these 
kingdoms, and purchased by them at double 
tlie price of bread, taking that at 3d, a 
pound (13d, the quartern loaf) and the sugar 
at 6d., a price iidiiqb below the average 
cost of^that article during the three years. 
Fuither, the increasing tasic tor this spe-cies* 
of fcod is evinced by a compansou of the 
consumption just noticed with that of the^ 
years 178I, 2, 3, 4, and 5, which amounted' 
to no more than 1,422 024 cw't. so that tbe 
augmented demand is 1.214,634 cwt. equal • 
to the weight of 303,618 quitters of wheat. 
You will observe, Mr. Cobbetr, that Jr ' 
attribute to sugar no superiority of nuiritivef 
power, because its efficacy in the distilleries 
or breweries is not roncluiive on this head, 
and we can derive no knowledge fiono coin* 
parative, expe-iiuents; but. in thus cora- 
pai ing coi n and sugar, w eight for weight, 
there can be no fall icy: and every ^und of 
sugar must have acted .as a substitute fot 
at le.»st ii pound of gr iin, 'u for a corre4|iibiid» 
ing quantity of lue.u, v»r fish, ot |>ot..tOi$il,. 



fOUt^kt ogoihri dugar. , 

or other articlei wedf a$ sttstcnance t and qurtd to n’priy ptdnters as this tdinbufgll 
consequently the colonists must hate always critics had devolcd to destruction, beniise a 
been in conipetitioo with the fai mei <> who glut of food is sure to be i emotTd by metVai- 
supply tbendtioaal niaiket with proMsions , ed u nTOmption ITiat consiimpfion 
thtj most have produi Id exactly the same bwii chc.tki'd by tixation cairied lu egress, 
•ftlct, and probably woqld ln\e proloced it •’n cx^es-* prosed b) the lot .1 unpiodiuthe* 
in the same* dean e as tlic foiei^ti ii/miier ness of the duty itbpostd by I ord tlcniy 
of coin, had they beenpher d * II an e« I’cllv, but the temponn stcrifite ^ the 

a»«lvanttgeoiis to/m^ 'Ihe firci^ii cul )hitiis whole , i<tits his agno *ec»v^J it. 
tivator. whether neutitl oi hostile, seeds His 1 siitss In. Iicen seWie but out achah- 


1ns giatu to the nmish nunkrt loaded only 
■woth the espense ot tieight, lusuriiHe, and 
trader's (oiiimission, which united ('Higes 
may pcrbtps onlj place him on a le\el with 
the 1 iit.sli aiowci , wl.cic n the plaa'ci s 
sngu IS hiithcrloidc. * with a duly oi "td pen 
poiml, and consequenilj, howcsji it any 
be in leqncst, is rnu'ircd to) c. sily toi tht 
consumption of a ven numeioiis but iKCtli 
class ot pnrdnscis I cjnlv nu niton th.^, 
licie, toi tiepiipi eot she wi lo t fill <y in 
the it,>umei>( ot il i 1 dini>L.i ,Ii ic\ic sets j 
J I'ead (it Sly in; that the colonist, ln\e 
in te< fd tin it pioliue bcynml the demand 
ot the whole woi 11, they ought to siy no 
mote than tb.it tin snqai giovin exceeds the 
qnintity which Ih* cousumeis aie willing 
ooi pcib ips able t.> buy, at i gm n piicr lint 
they miiiitain tl ii it wcnilcl be inisuUulle 
at any prue Wh it > If tlicsc si If th i tccl 
profcssois of pilitcd etoiiomy .ire so 
piinpi’ied lint the ti'le of sii > i cinnct 
gntiti them, do llie/ u niy sLp|o>e tint 
the oats OI bailey ormyiOi pol iio» s, wlncli 
foiin the sulalood of so tinny nnllmns oi out 
country me ,1 would not hi come more i nt- 
rishiogand ywlitible by the admixture of 
this aiticl'* ’ Would the labonriiig c hisses 
in Scotland ri.tusG to puicline, by any pur* 
tion of then Iiboui, a ]n tuipitiou ot a 
rpecies of food winch ranks among,t the 
lutuiies of the iichest tiole^ ' Is it put, in | 
point of tict, consumed by all who can j 
nflbrd to consume* It f lhat the pi Ice and { 
not the qs nitity prcxiuceci the glut of ’bar 
maiket (for tlieie was no ol* cr,) and that 
the supply ot all the colonies, whether Bii- 
tifii, French, Dutch, Spanish, &.G was in* 
adequate tp the supply of the not Id, was 
auRSciently pioytd during the peace of 
Amiens, dming which, expoitalionentiiely 
removed it. Ihe actual ledundancy, which 
has resjltecl, partly fiom the rapture of 
mary foreign colonies, psrtly fium our re¬ 
fusal to admit the Ainei leans on the usual 
footing to our colonnl markets, bbt mote 
especially ftotn the policy of tlie French go* 
t'crnmrut, whiclt has gradually excluded us 
frotq all the tnarkets ot Emope, is now di> 
tninHiitng and will boon disappear. It will 
diwippctir, 1 iruat;, before it shall have luiued 


ttgf 'ns been piopoitionite tc it I sh ijl, 
with your pcimi^ion, Mi Cobbett, take an 
only opiMirtuo'i, ol reieitiiig to this put ot 
tl c su'ijAt bi i III the I ic n'lnie 1 contend, 
ill it rlic d irmn ion ot cmtii.e, win h the 
bcc'lc h l^VIc*w(*rs tcconracnd is a tadical 
remedy, woi'd .inly complete the dcsliuc- 
tion o' OI I colrn s^s, b-'i iiise it is impossi- 
b ( , uikIli the glowing w. i is ofoiir levciioc, 
thitthiy should be pe'milled to indemnity 
them v-hes foi tluir Iosil, by th it increase 
of pill i wh ch might lebult Item a diminish¬ 
ed piodiice; and thst with ii*,pccl to us, 
siuli a meisme w6ulcl be meiely a dimiiiu- 
iiition ol tliejii'ationnl magarinc of piuvib.unb. 
—I am, &.C, \ lY 

C OBV AG yiNsl St C AB. 

f *1V Arthm Young's 4t/i LelUr ) ^ 

^;k,—I d d not conceive tbit any citcum- 
stuiK could so soon have induced me to 
tiespisb by .inothci Icttei on the prtienct of 
yoni readers, but your I Ue papei, ui defence 
cjI the sugar pt(;pubili( n, icn cis it some- 
w hat inciunbc nt on me to si.pi.oit, ab well as 
I am ible, the eyiclence 1 gate in three exa- 
niinatioiis befoic thecommittee ot the house 
ol ccimmoiis, foi in> upinioi sthcie ^el.ver- 
ed wfcie most ciioncous, if yours be just—r 
JjLfoic 1 eiitei on the quc.>tion, permit me |6 
congiatukile you on what sec ms to be the 
dawn of a change in your political ideas. 
In V It ions papeis, under the motto 6f •' Pe^ 
“ iiih CownterLe,” yoli appealed to hold the 
commerce of the 1 iiigdoni in such conteqipt, 
lhat the Royal Exchange began to shake to its 
foundations; and you were disposed to repre* 
6ent» with Mr. Spence, internal consumption 
as the only oiigin, support, and proof of 
wealth : the tea of the east, the sugar of the 
west, the tobacco of the north, were given 
fo the winds j and we were called upon to 
give up the use of such luxuries. But tn tfaii 
late exertion of your genius such sentimebtl 
do Dpt appear j on uie contrary, the com¬ 
merce of the w'est assumes a fardiBereq^ 
importance; for you expresdy d^lar*,— 
" if the injury to the barley giowets 
" pioved, I should inqune, whetfaef the 
" iiyniy to Uie bailey growers would bd 
** luore or Jesa than the lehef te tbh 



" JWf.u, 

** gtow^ jLQ»g in thy opimottt 

^ toll mSSSSmtitfed to the protection of 
*• govcromeot-«»\he former? P. 643." 
Here is at leait at liberality of sentiment 
which will please the merchants of the Ex* 
cha&ge> mnch more tiuin it will the free* 
JkoUgrs of Hampsliir^-**ln ihe su|>port of 
Weakiposiiions, thuce is too oAen a ]u»t in 
they€xertion of great talents^ which on 
ms^ occasions has done no slight mischief 
. to the cause of truth: hence tlie arguments 
of 8ophi8iry,in tissues so dexterously intwmed. 
that though common sense, at the first blush, 

, feels the fallacy, yet to unravel tlie web of 
’ 'error may demand ingenuity as great as the 
talent that produced it. Hence Uie glaring 
paradoxes that have disgraced- the pages of 
genius: a Rousseau could contend that man 
should crawl on his hands and not w.ilk erect 
on his feet; a Monboddo di'>coveis the iin* 
perfection of the species in our want of tails; 
and a Berkley could assure a man, who 
knocked bis he<id against a post, that lie was 
under, the greatest of f*rrors, that matter 
has no existence, aod the post^o be found no 
where but in his own brain. A philosopher 
could deny the possibrlity of motion; walk¬ 
ing across the loom was a better reply'than 
a logical discussion. . And you. Sir, have 
had ingenuity enough, not quite to escape 
this foible’. You are far enough remoxed 
from such gross attempts as 1 have quoted, 
which I presume to mention only to shew 
that very great men, from feelinga confidence 
in their powers, are too apt to overlook those 
difficulties which would preserve infcnor 
minds from such rashness. For not to speak of 
3i:our agreement with Mr. Spence in some of 
his extuordinary positions, the paper betoro 
me affords a notable instance; for though 
dn the til at reading of it 1 felt that ciior was 
at the bottom of the reasoning, yet so inge¬ 
niously have you wrapt it in a profusion of 
arguments, carrying the similitude of tinth, 
that understanding of the reader, though 
not convinced, is perplexed with subilutic», 
upon the very points that ought to be the 
most Summons and convincing. Fcliltral 
economists and common sense tell us, that 
if a large portion of a demand be withdiawn 
’from a market, price must tall; that a fafi of 
price discourages production,, and that^ 
^Dtoal scarcity will be the consenuetice. 
Ihese combinations are plain and self-evi¬ 
dent j tlte degree in which they operate will 
,vary with circumstances, and in a case of 
‘fiKaiog produce, the pressure felt will cer- 


'talihijr be prt^ttiSrtqd.to the 
the crop. 'Now, Sir, x considebble pojr^ 
of your paper is employed in stating x thtifi 
of consequences that militate with these Sfit 
principles of political economy: they abei 
erroneous, or you are wrong —-For, Sif, 
whafais the grand object of your reasQning?^ 
Butito piove (hat an immense demand for 
barjjly may be withdrawn from the market, 
and yel the farmer not suffer j this is the 
position, turn and twist, it as yon please, 
Youi imagination is on tne stretch to fix ab-' 
surdities and cuniradiotions on the agricul- 
tui ists: we may l)e bad ceasoners, but that 
will not convert paradox into truth —You 
seem to think that you havp bereft ns of o^r 
facilities, by the cunning question :—/r Me 
pioduie tj ih“ distillery, food^ or is it mt 
food ^ If it is not food, ike barley ii thrown 
auuty; ij it is food, the It'est-Indies will 
give tl I care not what you make it, 
while I know it causes a demand in the 
tirmer’s market, and that if you stop it yon 
deprive him ot that demand Malt spirits, 
are cei tainly noi food; but 2,2fi4,Q00 pounds 
weight of beef, .added to the flesh ofdeaa- 
oxen, unquestionably is food, and such food 
as the West-Indies cannot give; for it 
upon evidence, that sugar wash without 
giains will not fatten But though malt 
sjrinti be not food they are a commodny ne¬ 
cessary in the con-umption of Ure people j 
and I leave to your subtlety to prove, tlrat 
the manuficture of such a commodity ,i$ 
throwing the raw rftnteiial jAv§y. Such ad 
argument might make some figure rn a pa¬ 
negyric on FiLiirh biandy, but sinks to nq- 
thing m a question of Biiiish iarmfugf. 
Your argument is to the full as applicable ttS 
the bieweiy as to the distillery Is beer ' 
(relative to the quest on of scaicity) food, 
or IS it not fooiiU->I£, it is not food, it iS bar¬ 
ley thrfiwn away; if it is food, the West- 
Inches will giie it; and this suppiisition 
toudies our case oiore nearly than at fust 
meets the ejej for yonr corre'pondcut, 
X. X., Vol. II. p. 21), whose I.'tter yott 
commend, expressly jo.ns both these modSi 
of consuming sugar as highly desTvbie to 
the planter, and not at all detrimental to Uto 
nation at large, Bravo, X. X! that is $ 
home thrust, in i ‘cJ - and I mUnt advitASk 
you, Mr. Cobbitt, wh’n you addtess the 
Hampshire freeholde's, to explain this 
>ter fully: iliuniinate their dark tninds, and 
convincr-them that the loss of a demanp fqr , 
3(K>,OOU quarters of birley is so tnfiing A . 
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Wfien/ tb«b |Fd;ar,iN)(^ tbe fur 

^er ^rivft4k>n of ttiif^.ii»liions df quarter* 
snore.'' And’^ilt without dmng tbecn th« 
unalieM Hijury-!'^—error has crept into 
ibis''discukuqp' from speaking genei;aUy of 
^r», aa4 nirt particularly of harley, and 
you have made no small use of tins mistake, 
^ou As'coniiccted with a qiieniou 

** like, this, whii'h cinbiiices tlw geil|jral 
V pKodoce of the soil anti the general infer- 
*f _4h(» of the nation, all the distinction be- 
V; tVeen barley-growers and wheat-growers 
t* “tno trifling to be attended to.” P. 049. 
This 1 ut;ei iy tieny 5 and we have only 
^ compare the two proaucts under a very 
few circumstances, in order to shew that 
must be mtsvdered as separate and 
distinct. Ninety years ago five millions of 
people consumed more malt tlial paid excise 
tliau nine millions do at present. Hus the 
consumption of wheat been arrested in this 
manner ^ Does wheat pay a duty of 34s. 8d. 
per quarter ^ The import of wheat is im¬ 
mense, of barley scarcely any. Of all, 
white corn barley is liie most ps-culiar in de¬ 
manding a suitable soil. On new -improve¬ 
ments, by breaking np waste land.s, ii is the 
hst grain sown and in niany such cases npt 
|oWo at all. To consider, therefcie, wheat 
and barley without a due distinction between 
them^ would lead to nothing but nonsense 
-and confusion; and has led to such stuff as 
taking of the substitution of spring-wheat, 
-of oats, and of hemp: all, or either of 
which crops, may, end would do, to a cer- 
fam ^grep, In sonoe instances, but oh the 
trap barley |oil must be rejected in all- 
A single contrast will shew the truth of this 
^ipiofl’: superabundance of barley, propor¬ 
tioned to demand, sinks the price: with a 
similar abundance of wheat, import lessens, 
.but pi;ice remains the sanje. Is not this a 
^stinction sufficient to fieetde the question ? 
The low prices of wheat which we have 
seen were caused by a great import j thqlow 
prices pf barley, by legislative burthens, 
lienee therefore, Mr. Cobbett, we have a 
to claim your support; for you say: 
7 ^“ .'Make, it out that it will be injurious to 
*' the cuitiaise of, corn in general, and 1 am 
,^itb,you/’ p,€43. We have made out 
Py'n. gfea-. variety of information before the 
' qommitteej^ that the barley, growers would 
be dwply injured, that the clover would 
s^fifer, and. the wheat also, besides the 
fftbre general iiyury resulting in ajthousand 
.ditterent ways, from any circumstance tend- 
tptmpoverish the cultivator of the soil, 
r^reofie whit^ has been -made to sub- 
crops, to feeding pig*» to jumbling 
^i^iiWftief c«8 ogetker id the inquiiy, and 


the qaWipowhethiW orii^ Vlififedi giVjts 
food ?-^ali -theW objects■ajjfl'HllfSRTOou^ id.' 
play with, after adpiirtii^ihe leading prinv 
ctplM which govern thy inquiry r but yqjj 
■should first settle the pblpt, whether with'' 
drawing demand does not sink the ■ pfice. 
This outsiion should j^e met, aud not shi fted. 
to a dependent chain of eventual suppoli- ■■ 
tions: thus* should pork be very dear/v|ffive 
barley to pigs; i/" the soil suits, sow oStoj 
if rich, sow hemp; i/' scarcity cornea, . 
make bread : b>it multiply such i/s as long 
as you please, they may all turn ogt no better- 
than moo^J-sbil)e,. Barley may be abundant* , 
poik cheap, peace with Hu-isia, and hempr* ' 
a drug. , The dcstillery. Sir, is wofih a 
hundred thousand such ifs. The measure is 
not to extend to ii eland, apd yet you tell US 
wc may >en(l our barley in the shape of 
jKiik to I he West Judies ! 1 ! Ireland dis¬ 
tilling malt, and England sugar, and which, 
think you, will send put pork or beef? 
Such exceptions and exemptions are ;Lo!itila 
to eveiy idea of a^real union. You leave 
the. Irish barley growers safe, ard lay 
your raanaoles on those of England.—- 
You triumph greatly ulpon the imaginary 
contradiction in those, who having declared 
the danger of scarcity, qow are apprehen¬ 
sive of a superabundkpee of com, and as 
if they feared a ghit-.in the corn market. 
Our only apprehension of superabundance 
was eventual scarcity. You capnot reduce 
the price of any one product so low, ibat 
the farmer will npt be paid for producing 
it, without scarcity being the consequence ; 
and yet such a reduction of price will .mark 
what you may call a glut in the market. Ip 
this, therefore, we are guilty not .of the 
smallest contradiction, blit have ^en infit*- 
cnced by principles admitted op a thonsan'd 
other occasion's to be sound and just.—You 
do not approve Mr; Wakefield’s most accu¬ 
rate idea, of the distillery being a public 
magazine of barley, applicable to other 
uses if wanted. The same idea has often 
been applied to the export of wheat with 
the bounty; if having a surplus of any 
article of produce you do not get rid of it^ 
it re-goiges in the market, sinks the^price^ 
and* discourages the cultivation; bpt, ,aa^ 
^witb wheat for exportation and barley fior 

distillation, if either be wanted for brettl jit: 
home, you stop, what, in sueb.c^W^H 
be a misapplication, and the coramen^^inf-' 
the grain at once proves the fact, that you ^ 
have indeed a granary to resort to. I thinifi' 
it was Hume, who represented inhnufac- 
tureses a store-house of labour for the pub-- 
lie; war formerly threw hands out of ftn- 
ployment, and then they were ready for the. 



graoa^ 

.^dea/si» QO^ing nbre tbaii boytngcoicn in 
^.^rovr it awt^. < oar ances^rA 

ivlien, b]^‘the sf Ij^iUtam and Maryi 
tbfey prohibited the'^pbrt of French brandv* 
'''lQRh<&tablitHed the English distillery (as 
the JirearobW of the act declares, for the 
eDjpdnragement of commnption and tillage)', 
did tltey think any thing thrown away tnat 
encouraged tillage } Did they. not rather 
pros'e theaiselvc') to be guided by principles 
eatrenaely different from those yhich In- 
^dgated the exertion^ of your pen in de-, 
iwcA of tl» ^est (ndiaii project ?—The 
questions aslted' in the committee* and se> 
yeral of your observations, unite in sup¬ 
porting a notion that there would be no dif¬ 
ference between' the measure now proposed 
of witl^dtewlng a demand from the market, 
^and the proposal of the agriculturists to 
enclose and cultivate wastelands : such new 
cultivation, it is asserted, would pour fresh 
corn into the market, anQ that would httve 
the effect of sinking the price* ntiich as 
Stopping the disiiltery. But, Sir, such a 
posittoii is one of the convenient results of 
confounding the terms corn and barley. If 
such cultivation should, after supplying it¬ 
self, pour 30Q,00b quarters of barley, at 
a short periaJj 'into the market, your con¬ 
clusion would be perfectly just'; but it 
would not of nece'ssiry follow, that any'such 
yesglts would be the case.—•Wastes situated 
bn a soil peculiarly lilted for barley (like 
many oi\ the sands of Norfolk and Suffolk) 
would after some years certainly produce 
fhht grain j but the gfuat mass of our wastes 
arp not^’adapted to it. Oats, rye, wheat, 
potatoes, turnips, and grass seeds, arc the 
inain articles in such cultivation. Potatoes 
gnd wheat to lessen, and, if possible, do 
away the enoriyious import of foreign ( 
wheat; and oats t» diminish, or annihilate, 
a similar foreign supply. Let any candid 1 
man dptetl^tnine, whether our demand for I 
such (CgTtrvation, is any contradiction to a i 


latiob of ^irita, 

? tte use of sugar be parawH 
** ieries, even to the tio^t pjri 


U8h,pf grqfn, Except t® t|i?» 
venue of about afi"! I j.CkX) annually, 

** video the distiller using sugar was eneblb^ 
ti carry on his trade with the sj^oae ftd< 
*' wntages he now possesses from usia|^ 
" grain. Upon spirits made from molasseif 
** the loss would be still greater, becau^:^ 
" the duty on molasses wash al'preserit iq 
** higher than that upon "the wash fmoif* 
" sugar f and it would** be necessary, al 
*' appears from Mr. Jackson’*evidence, that 
" both should be reduced to an equal and 
' •*' lower rate. If the vvash duty werpre^ 

" duced below iis present rate, a bounty ' 
" would thereby be given on-the iise of 
" sugar. It is not, howeVer, in Ute con-. 
" lemplation of the committee to recolq*. 

" mend, at the present moment, the excla- 
sion of grain from the distilleries; and the 
use of sugar mixed with grain exposes tbo'' 
" revenue' to considerable and inadrolS'j'. 
“ siblc ri.sk.—For the purpose of inducing 
“■ the distiller to use sugar at all,,it sbouid'V' 
" appear that part, if not the whole of th*^. 

" custbms duty on sugar, must be dirawtlf 
" back."—" The different rates of dutyoQ .' 
" the articles used in the distilleries,-and ' 
“ the different modes of collecting those ,< 
" duties in the three parts qf the United * 
'' Kingdom, constitute, in the present statA. it 
of things, a difficulty almost insuperable.'* 
-(Report, ordered to be priht<^ Febru¬ 
ary lyth, I 80 ;?.)—“ I presume' it ’Is not 
intended to extend the use of sugar tOi. 

" Ireland and to Scotland. I see almost^^' 
insuperable difficulties to the uie of sngas'-t' 
" in the distilleries in Scotland, and front 
" the little I Imojv^of Ireland, 1 should . 

" conceive it very'"objeci ion able there.!* 
(Ibid. Examination of Wm. Jackson, Esq.) , 
— Ma^ I be permitted to ask, if you, Mr; 
Cobbett, are prepared to admit the people 
to be taxed above afe*100,000 per annum, . 
In order that sugar may be substituted fom-. 


'wish to' preserve to our farmers the market^ barley ? I add, to the unquestionable injuiy '* 
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of the distillers for fheir barley.—You men¬ 
tion a rommittee being appointed oq'the 
^SitiUery in December, 180(3, adding/ that 
you never heard of any report made by tbot 
committee. Such a report was made and pi int- 
ed, ’and you will thank- me for presenting 
ypu with an erctract from it The nse.tff 
•* |Ugar or molasses in tlie distilleries appears 
•• to be impossible, unless that of grain is 
^clu^. To Ireland and ^ Scotland it 
could not be extended, without a cosp- 
,plete.icvisioq of the laws enacted 


r.—You men- bf bur farmers ? And I beg you, Sir; to rtetts * 

linted on' the the difficulties that stared the committee i^A- 
, adding/ that the face, and produced this report only , 
made by that 'yearago, Jf in so short a period'they «f» 5 r' 
lade and print- .made to disappear, I leave to the freehohW^ . 
for presentibz er* of England to judge, whether they haw^ir' 
" The use, of qotas much reason to expect that anbtbet • 
illeries appears year will extend the propositic^ to ibo brew-V. >• 
it of grain is ery, as they could have had last year lO *«e ift .’ * 
d Scotland it so soon revived for llie distillery, aftw. HiibV‘‘ 
ithout a cusp- report of a committee, who 'fohnd neiiifel^.'^' 
vs enacted but dirffculufs in tUp execosioa uf 





lure.— -I beg, Mr. CSobbett, that yon would 
noteonceive lever nieaDt to «ay one word 
ggamvt the l^tsletQle grentliig lelitf (o (he 
dtnresses of the West-hidicJi, I bn« no 
doubt at all of the propnet) ot sath a tuea- 
sure, and mean only to contend, lint the 
relief should come fit»m the nitioii at large, 
and not at the exiicnsc of uiy pattiqaldi 
class in It ledi.t of all, of the jiioduct.^ of 
a grain, higher taxed perh ip^ than any other 
commodity, equ illy impoit int, on this globe, 
-—Now, Sir, in answer to ill I have said, I 
kno'w it may be replied, th it the nieasuit i- 
a mere expenraent, and subject to rep al by 
anordeiof toniuil Ibis refers the nnttet 
to the judgment of the idininislnium fm the 
time being, and nothing cm be finer ilmi 
my asking w hetbei there has, for one mo¬ 
ment, existed m the List foi ty j ears an id 
ministration, who, relative to corn ot I'l 
SOI ts, have h td any other object th in to keep 
the price as low as possible > 1 he till ige of 

the kingdom leccivecl a 1 ilil blow in 177 ^ 
In the ten jeiis preceding that pciiod we 
exported 2 millmnsof quirteis, in the ten 
years following we impoitod 8 intlhoiis of 
quartets, for 20 viars following 1775 ih« 
price was so low (the result ot importation) 
mat the plough was disiooraged Birlej, 
within a few yeais, was at 18s. and 20s a 
quarter, iii our eastern counties I beg to 
ask, what administiation then did for us ^ 
Apd yet It was an act of then own, th it so 
r^uced the puce. To tell us, theietoie, 
Ibat this me.isuie is in experiment, and that 
government give relief, is to feed iis 
with a veiy thin diet indeed wliiptsv'la> b 
has cream and siign m it, ind witei is an 
wholesome bevenge, but the police ni coin 
to England » framed (to use i farming ex¬ 
pression), to starve a lirk \V hat h is been, 
may be, is saying too littlg^ wh< t Ins bi eii 
uniformly tor 40 years w irc be—'ilicie is 
one passage in ycur papi t with which I am 

f iarticularly pleased it is that wherein,vou 
ibeiilly and cindrdlyr admit, that piity his 
bad no share in this discussion The remitk 
iswpeifectly true, and it is mneh to jmur ho¬ 
nour to have unde it Give me leave, bit, 
to add, that 1 could not contemplate the 
transactions of the committee room without 
dekgbt. When and where did the sun evci 
ahme upon a country that exhibited such a 
tpectacle * Planters and merchants, agents 
and revenue cheers, laudlordj and their 
pbin tenants, nay even dabblers in political 
economy, all fistened to with patience and 
candour, as tf but one motive animated 
every bosom,—a wish to ascertain the tiuth 
Whet a spectacle! and whence lias it arisen, 
but' from the benefipeot providence of a 


Deity lltathas poured ouiofi this bappyi»«u- 
try the unex^usted Uesvjst^^^ metured’ 
freedom Who that Lve^ such a kingdom 
t]ut must draw m giatituijns to heaven with . 
(^he veiy air he breathes * And thee ' bold 
nestiojer of the world’s^eppse, that stnrtiit 
10 sweep from its boats the noblest monu¬ 
ment of felicity that human efforts /Svaf 
rcaied, thy re'*tlcss enctgies, dreadfoJ as 
they are, will stiH, iin tided by ourselves, be 
vain —Let Biltons be true to their God, then 
king then counliy, mil tlnmselves, ind, 
tint unseen, but might) Hind, wlinh has 
irndtied the envy of the woild, will, with 
inhnite wisdom, piotect what infinite good- - 
ness bestowed—I Invt the honour lobe, 
t.. Ac —Aiv i HUR 1 oUNG — BradJidd'httU, 
27th Jpnl, 


CORK AGAINST Sl/OVB 

(M) If^akefifld t 5th Letter ) 

Sir, -It was not mj intention, m my 

letter of the 11th of Miirli, to state the av^r 
1 igi'import of J,447,'500quarters of corn to 
be only oj uhcff*, that import cons'sts of va¬ 
rious spccies«of gram, and the difference 
between my amount, and that spolu n of in 
the leport of the committee, arises from my 
iciount being the import into Gnat Biitatn, 
from which has been subtiaited the inipoit 
frmn Irclind, leav ing the balance of import 
into the United Kingdom is stated in the re- 
piit—It IS of little if anvVi nscquence to 
onr ligaments, as thev do nut depend upon 
the detiils of the impuit, but upon the sin¬ 
gle undisputed fact, that this countiy docs 
import 1 considenble propoition of its food 
—Hiving corrected this eiior, I wiM pioccetjl 
to 110(11 e the obseivatidns yon have iu.ide m 
the 1 ist Register, ind ill doing so, 1 shall 
ncaily follow the oulei jou have adople{|^ 
And first, bir, permit me to cite your ad¬ 
mission, that ” unless we can in some way or 
other add to the quantity of corn produced 
at home, we must lu piupnrtion to the quan¬ 
tity of coin now inipoited cxpeiiencU addi¬ 
tional distress, if .1 jear of si 11 city should 
i nlnppil^ airive ’ —llie (ruth of tin* pio- 
pusihnu It indeed undeniable, and between 
us all argument would be at an end were it 
not'for the ** some ttMy or other j” and the 
jimission of one word 111 the next sentence, 
fur 1 think the way 111 which this addition is 
obtained is very impoitant, and, instead of 
stating without qualification, that we must 
add (to the quantity of corn produced at, 
home, 1 should say, we must add to the sur- * 
plus quantity, for if we grow no more than 
we ebnsum*, what afe we to do ** if a year 
of scarcity should unhappily ainve" > Sup¬ 
pose wo could double our present grov'tb of 
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{>t'09tstons/w^a would be greater seatrity 
againit dearth, ifVtfae teme tune our neces 
jury consmapfion Sso doubled ’ Oflr neces- 
■•saiy consunjp'iou cannot lessen, buf ak 
theieipense of comiirt, of national content,I 
of health, in one ward, it thee?ipense and# 
^fiSraard of diminishing the nntional prospe¬ 
rity, I Ihii being the case we should endea¬ 
vour to ere ite or obtain some new bank to 
draVupoo, and 1 cm discover onijr three sc- 
* curities against the chances of the seasons, 
the mcius ot irapoit and export which may 
be stopped, or a luxurious conbt|pption as 
'*to import, the pressure of famine miy com¬ 
pel It, but wretched is the policy which leads 
9 country to depend np in such a ’resource, 
and ruinous is the necessity which tempts us 
to make use of it Alaige expoit is of all 
resources the best, it is a lesonne alwiys 
availabie,'and while not wante 1 enriches the 
countiy, and advances the cultn ition c f the 
land. At picient we liaic not the poaei to 
itftport, this forms oar present din ^r, be¬ 
cause, li “ a tcai of bcfrcity should airiie 
we cannot obtain foicign aid * ,we must now 
at all events, hizirds, and consequences de¬ 
pend upon ouiselvts, upon our internal 
lueans Now, bii, w Int a.e they > We have 
no expoit to stop Wl.at lesource then h i\e 
we > I siy we have an available ind ceitim 
one in a hige luxurious consumpiion, 
you would waste tin, betorc the pciiod of 
necessity anives, 1 wronid hnsbai-d il imlii 
the last extrcmi'v. "i oil •■i), the distille¬ 
ries, SiC &c lonsiineit I siv tin ixM- 
enceol the mail tt cu ile it, tike nw ly iliis 
maiket as joii ufomniind liom th^ h ir ot 
donsumjition whci piodiut 1—ind, 1 siy, 
Ipoking 1 little furthii foiu iid tliiii tlu pu- 
sent lioui, jou pi< vent the pro hiction of the 
vety resourct which we both ngtee the 
country will pioliibly stmd in need of in n 
short tune liiis inrl ot the qtic‘'tiun is nir 
rowed to this po ni, dixs the existence of i 
market of demand, for a iv irncle wlntevi i. 
act as the means ot creating or consuming 
it ’ \yith coniidcnce I answer, it is the 
means, the only means of creating what you 
want —I agiec with you in joui instaiuc of 
•" a little nation glowing a thousand qsiat 
lers of corn annually, and t ontatoing a tlioii- 
aand inhabitants ” And I am gratified in dts-* 
covering, that you u iengtli acLnowk'dgc, 
t|)at for snch a nUion to raise half at much 
again as it consumts, would be “ to set the 
‘ seasons at defiance,’* and to take a bond 
> of fete " It IS the very thing for which 1 
am contending. It is the very policy*! re¬ 
commend you also confess the seem ity and 
toefit which would follow, but you d^ubt 
u 11 is possible to reduce the theory to pme- 


ticej oTthe excellence ofifaetheoiyyo^f art 
as much conv meed as 1 am,} on doubt oi^Iy 
of its practicability, and your doubts arc oi 
two sorts Fust That there would be Iff'* 
hour required to produce the suiplos com. 
Second That by such production the land 
wuijM be woin bate Ihe greatest eiror 
intawhich politiCKsns are apt to fall, is (hat 
of ^nsidenng things positively, rather than 
teiitiveh It IS common to say a latgo 
pop ilatiou makes a nation powerful ” It 
does no such thing It is a lafge dtspose- 
able population tb it fills the ranks of an ar¬ 
my, and mans the ships of a fleet. If no one 
produced more ot food, clothing, and other 
artitles thin his own necessities reqniied 
him to consume, wheie would be found 
that disposeable population whose labours 
augment the national wealth, and by which 
the slate is defended ’ But the truth is, the 
liboui of one mm engaged lii the cultivation 
of the earth, is capibk of producing suffi¬ 
cient to siippoit several pci sons How then 
shill those other petmiis be employed, part 
<t them in mmiit ictuics and commcice, 
put in til publu service, and part I shqnid 
wish to bcr eii< 3 aged in laisnig i surplus of 
food over lud above mu nuissary consumpsi 
tion But, Sii, w 1 en raised w hat are we to 
do with il^ It IS of too pciishible anatuie 
to be stoud up, and we li ivc no export for 
It C'ould we store up giaiti as we do ma* 
nuficiuics, we should not need (as itaflects 
existence) cither exports or a luxurious con¬ 
sumption, 1 . a security agaiast i year of 
sciui*’} 11 'ictou, instcid of thitpaitof 
tl«' populitiun which IS not requited to btf 
cn)[)io}i.d in the piuliiction of the necessary 
f lod ot the p( oplc, being lU devoted to ob- 
iccts ot m 111 it utnimg and commuicial pur¬ 
suit, id ton itional dctcnci, I wish to see tl 
sm III liprlion m producing a surplus 

of food, and which surplus prodiution can 
off/y be obhinocl by ofl-nug a market for it 
wliAi piodiiced Having-no export theru 
does not exist any other market than an in* 
terml luxurious consumption Yet, of ll||tS 
the plantei is seeking to depiive the farmer; 
and the nilion i» called upon to piefer gam 
to security But to jour second objecuoo, 
that by such production the land would bb 
worn bate, petmit me. Sir, to appe.al to the 
knowledge of old and experienced cd[flvai»< 
tors for the afiirniative of the following pona 
tton, that no land a so productive as thS| 
which IS 111 a constant com so of good hugi* 
bandry " Rested land," that is to sajr, 
neglected land, is not “ land entjehed,’* flttr 
IS It “ ready for the plough." If by •* resthd** 
you do not mean ii^lected Ijnd, theu iifbduy 
most be bestowed upon it. But 
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not t^e dene aiglets a profit folbw, aW bow’ 
ican a profit foUosp nnieas the land is in a 
coarse ot cropping t Besides, experience of 
om present Inxuricms consumption is con¬ 
clusive proof, tbat this theory is practicable, 
tuid if It IS, you own it will emble to 
eet the seasons at defiance * and “ to * 8**6 a 
hood of 'fate" llie gieat advantagesvnd 
eeeuiit^ to fie derived from raising a surplus 
production in common jears, will be jet 
tUithei shewn by exao'ining your observa¬ 
tion, that “ one ycii of shoit crop never yet 
'* was grfailj distressing, in this kingdom 
" It ciiinot from the natnie of things be so, 
and if ihert are lasted fn Ids alvviys ready 
** toi the plough, theie can be only one year 
*' ot short Clop at a time ’ Ihis observa¬ 
tion m^y well be consideied in Ivvowijs 
iirst, by admitting its truth for the purpose 
of tie argument, and then, bv shewing 
■ttheieiniis fallacy crnsi'ts Now, Sir, ad¬ 
mitting jour observ itum to be tiue, wlnt is 
the consequence ’ Wh), that act ordiug to 
your argument we aie to bear the disiress 
(such as It is) of ajeai of sen city in the 
first instance, and hope foi plenty in a sub- 
t<»qu“i'tl/more extended ngncultuie But, 
accoidii g to mine, the rel ef is st liand, w e 
have not to W nt ad v at any time the dis 
tillerics may he piohibiltd iheuse of gniii, 
and thus mstanta icons relief may be obtain¬ 
ed. Aiiticiifite this resource now, piohibit 
the Use of gnin in the d sltUt rjes, ind so ei 
ther icduce production, *oi augment nccts- 
aary consumption to the amount of grai i so 
used, ind the result i , the resource u/ien 
wanted, w ill have been anfictpai d, it w 11 
have been « a^ud, and m the raoiijent ot ne 
cessity we lull s ek foi it in \ iin and emsc 
the cupidity winch has m slead us to exinu t 
for the sake ot pdit ••¥-■» jcurte^wbith 
Jibould h ive been In banded for the sake ot 
iubwsteiue Butindcp ndeiit of this argu- 
ment, founded upon an aimissicn of* the 
truth of }our obseiv ition, I deny its tiutli, 
for *' one yc u of short c op ’ is not only dis- 
^(rSssing, but airounts ilnio'it to fimine fo a 
large portion of the community The bad 
harvest ot 17 t)£| pioduted a scircity in 1800, 
m 1798 , abd 17*V) the pne^of wheat hajl 
^veiaged at 58s lOd the qmiter, but in 
-J8CKJ the price aveiaged at 113s 7d the 
qnaiter. I am awaie that to ths whok com- 
jauinitythe deficiency of the crop was not 
m any proportion to the advance of 
{»ice, but amongst the lower classes it was 
m felt. Though the advance of price only 
di^ived the middle and higlier orders of 
eomh comforts and mure lutpuries, it deprived 
lowei of many meals; the lower classes 
their necessary cousutoption unprovided 


for in nearly the same prop^tion al( die dif« 
feience jjf price, tlie /ext year anothef', 

f hort crop occurred, an/the pntxi advanced' 
0 l ] 8 s 3d the quarter and then the dUa 
ress mojinted higher, v^t sq much from fh« 
increase of 4s 8 d the quarter, as froroyiifaB* 
pievious impoverishment of the loweM of 
the middle class J think, then, that it fol¬ 
lows from tins refeience to fact, that dne 
yeai of short ci op does produce great dis¬ 
tress 1 have not, liowevei done with this 
obseivation, fori haie another objection to 
make ] Have ahead) denied (and that front, 
knowledge gained liy personal experience) 
that “ rested fields are always, or indeed, 
ever leady for the plough , and 1 say more 
that out of the rtgn’ir course of ciopping no 
land (an be propcrlj said to be “ ready for 
the plough " Ihe tiue question between 
us IS, however, tins Ought 01 ought not a 
nation to grow annually nioiethau itsneces- 
saiy consumption > Both you and myself 
think It ought so to do, and even the friends 
of a provision’impoit, v^ill m the present 
state of things agiee tbat this ought to be 
done BiOW, how can this surplus pi odne- 
tion be oL ained ^ I co uend Ihit it can only 
be obtained by finding a market for it when 
produced, and, unless an export, or to use 
other wu|ds, a fuiiign raaiket can be found, 
theic cannot in the nature of things be any 
othci demand offered to the grower than that 
ot a laige internal luxurious consumption. 
Now we hive no other luxinious consump¬ 
tion than the diiMlleiie» and the breweries^ 
over which an instantaneous command can 
behtld IFyr ir digument is good for any 
thing. It IS good to the extent of profiibiting 
tbs use of malt in the Irewety of beer But 
the glaring impolicy, (g! 11 mg ui its extent— 
ihe pnpcipie is the sime whether distillery 
01 brewery) of tins application of the same 
principle to the bieweries, which is pro¬ 
posed to be ipplied to the dis tileries, has de- 
Uiied the planter fioiu seeking to oust the 
tirmei from this pait of ins maiket, and so 
’o deprive the country of this pait of its re- 
sfuic. a^ iwt the season of 8 c?icity and dis- 
tresj 1 ^, inasmuch as beer is morene- 
cessafy, aud }es» a luxuiy than spirits, m the 
came pmpprfion it is right to husband toe 
rcsoime of the distiller), tbat m the peuod 
ot dearth the gi eater luxury may be sacrificed 
before the lesser one is made to give way tq 
the firessure of distress —Np part of 
subject more pointedly shews the fallat^ d(F 
the pi^iiciple than tins, cmj your princii^ 
on—confiue the farmer to o»/y use his bari^if 
for tbe.food of bt^s And need 1 ask, 4 hip 
intrfest ■will uot point out to him, 
cleate,«<lt M produce that which he cafibeC 
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toU.?-«>FfiMrom ekpreisiag $orrow tbut the deed,^^ da not endetfttttr t6 |rQ|n^pi,t'i^ 
Mipp)^ 0^01 dgn gi'am is cut off by the ene- yonr i<eiiia<*tck are agaitnt all taxatjotii tni^^ 
my, 1 b/ve thtoughout ray coi rcKpondence of tending to shew that the rev^d w^Ul tMF 
'^ilhyou, hrat-ntod Andieprobuted thesbal*^ safer. And, indeed, yum •• Hampa£ui% 
low,* we^, and ruiVoub policy, which has correspondent.’* sbcAS an addition^ lost In' 
led tlie Gomitry to pi^ei import to export, this ie»pect, for he says, ns much spuit ma}' 

' to'dntourige the first rather than the last, to be otKaiaed from l,4id,000 cwt ot sugar, nn 
depend upon foreign aid instead of internal fionvt^ OOO quarters of giain or mait ^ and 
resource You, indeed, speitk with cunh* tbatAbis quantity of sngai costs jf2,ooo,00(3t 
dente of the silence ot ihe landed interest and pays 4^2 500 000 to the revenue. Now 
dunng the list thiitv}enis, in which import the present puce of barley is onder 6Qi tbq 

has taken plice an 1 incieised it, surely, quatter, which is only <i 11,250,01X7 ,po that 

.Sir, you have forgotten the oppS^ion lo the the whole of the doty upon SQgar must he 
. act of f70l. »nd the comity ineeTings, the drawn back, to which must also be added 
count) petitions, and the corn committee of the loss of the duty upon the mait cons'tmed 
IBOf, and that pal liament was detained in in the distilleriesSir, you ask me, 
Older to piss a law purs mil lo the recom- “ What is the difference between an impoit 
njeiuiation ot that committee Wisthisno " in the shape of sugar, and fine iii tiieshspe 
alum> No opposition ' Smtl) this was nei- , '* of corn and th’n si), that *'if it wi* 
Ihtr silence not ai juitsc pce No, Sir.eiery “ pto losed to import 50)000 qrs of emn 
one acquaintei with the principles whicn “ fiom the colonies, it would m#t b'object* 
geiiente and guide public prospeuty, foie- “ ed to’’ Foi one I should ctrrainly ob* 
saw the dingorous co isequences in this je< t, and th it, because I cousidei of/ import 
change of our agiicultinal policy. Many of pioiisiuns to be bid p dicy, injurioug to 
)e,ars back. Colonel Dirum X^s roused by the faimei, and dangeious to the safety uf 
tho piospect of the dingeis to which Ihe the country Tliere is, however, an 
counliy was exposed by it, to nndertake his tial dtffmncc between an inspoit of siigsr 
admiiable “ Essay on the Com Laws ” And nnd one of coin. If the West Indies coulda 
aboio thnty years since. Mi Young, to supply us with 300,000 qrs of com, and 
wlfase well-eaincd ind extended fime, my such import weie coiisviraed in the dibtilie- “ 
jnaise cannot add, raised a warning voice rics, or any other surplus consumption, rAm 
agambt it, and ore long, sid and suffering when the season of biaicity armed, it would 
experience will piove the truth of then pie- be in available resource, for «e could stop 
dictions.—With regaid to my remaiks rcla- the distillery and eauhe corn; but byatop* 
tive to the loss of the distillers, 1 must beg ping the dibtilleiies we cannot convert sugar 
you will lecollect, that 1 urged it under the into food. Besides, Sir, suffer me to advert 
twofold view of injustice to him, and loss to to ihe idea upon which you so much dwell, 
tlile revenue. Has he not been encour.ged that com used in the distilleries must becane 
ta invesl his capitsl in his plint, in conse- sideicd foi all the purposes of the present ar«* 
qnence of the legislatmes having imposed du- gumenr, as corn “ thiown into the jea.” 
ties amounting to a prohibition of distilling 1 ray what's this siigir to be > Ildthrmtioua, 
from sugar and molasses) The encourage- consumgtion-of cbvn, is “ coin thrown 
ment on the faith of which the distiller act> awiy,' is not a iniilai consumptmn of sugar 
ed, was no “ secret, ’ it was never “ wins- tbtosvn awiy , il c one thiown awat to en» 
pered” amongst the trade, if was an open, courige the Biiiish faimet and insure tim 
avowed, publio, and loog standing agreement nation against the chances <]f (he season , tb» 
between the distiller and the government j other to proht the planter > So that, it there^ 
nod so I obsorve, that the sugai committee any absurdity” in my idea of ao coiiburail|K 
»C8))Aidbr It, for they recommend the distillmg a portion of the f irmei’s produce, thetu is tbn 
ftrom su^r should be confined to tfae'pr^nc same ab'>nrdiry in your pleading tot st simdaf 
nmh disttlleriei; that isfo say,-to tkoid who consumption of the planters, with this differs 
on the faUh of parhament have inveatcdi their*| ence however, that the utmost gootl to tiio 
property in a plant, adapted to the malt dis* plantei is to save him a mone) loss, that tho* 
tillerf • Far then from the distiller " whis- benefit to the country by my proposal is ex- 
penng bis fears to ius pirtnCr," li this de- tending agricultural and national'SCiHnify<*.Y 
'AKTuotive measure is pursued, be will have a I purposely put off the discussion df the pp* 
^filfr fhd well-grounded right to apply to par- licy of indosures and improvement, HvlHcb 
4tament, to either make good to him tine loss have in maiw respects, though ndt iti «IIL 
of his plant, or to follow the recoromenda- the same conmquences; becau*e, as 1 
*4i(m pf thn cranmittee —An to the revenue, in ray former letter, I considered them ** 
il «tiU fetaia my former qpraion, wiiich*ta- itLer to be ihe effect of till 
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j>otittVe parent " In yooTvview of tbp sob i be perniciotts, is not my intention ; my wiih 
ject/jou only regard the increase of quantity at present is, that previootf to tbk entering 
o|)eraUug upon price, now, you shontd like- mlo any detail respecting the quantity ot 
wise consider, that the farmer s piofit is re- I corn and sugar on band, oi the relative losa^ 
.gulated by two other circunnstancts besides ^hieh the suspension off the use of either in*' 
that of price, by his expenses, and by the iany way will contribwe to the propridlor, 
quantity of his produce Jf, tb^n, the ex- jnhe principle upon vfliich sugar is to be^ 
pauses of-the cultnator do not inuerfe in consumed, ind corn to be prohibited, ortho' 
the same proportion as the qinntitj ofmro- converse, should be clearly comprehended, 
dote, he will still derive benefit, alth^gh I confess. Sir, thit If this has alieady byen 
the price should fall in proportion to the doqe, I must apologise for my dullness in 
augment ition of I bat produce But, bit, ac- not Invmg discovered it, and yetihat you 
cording to inyidei of inclosures and im- should hive ^mmeiged into the confusion of 
piovements, they will not operate as a seen- pniticuhif 6efore you bad established piin- 
rtty against the chinces of the seasons, unless cipl-s, is so dissonant to your lubits on all 
the additional produce of them be eithei ex former oj,cssions, thit 1 cm scaicely per- 
porlcd, or luxuiiously consumed in com- sinde myself that you have departed from 
monyeiis They are a great and extensive so wholesome a plin in discussing the pre- 
gaiti to a nition in olbtr wiys they are sent importint topic Perhaps you will 
equivalent to an extension of tciiilory, and excuse me, Mr Cobbett, i* 1 venture to 
they increase the number of the people , state my sentiments lU regard to principles, 
and these iiiteinal colonies, if I may be al- in deference to which, all argument I should 
lowed the expression, lequire no additional msist, mu t be founded In the first plate, 
care or expense in tbeir defence, while they Sir, J presume it to bean established axiom, 
open a new, profitable, and mcrensmg mar- that al! articb of manufacture, oi raereban-it 
ket to the pioduce and manufactures of every dire do, of themselves, find a level in re¬ 
part of the empire, for, if all the v iste lands spcct of tl cir value, and that any artificial 
weie Luhivatcd and peopled, our cons imp- interposition, whether legislative or other- 
tion of other things would be proportionably wise, is generally, if not always, morein- 
iiicreised Ihus, Sir, it appears to me that jurious tl iiy beneficial The nnnutactnrer 

animpoitof com is an uncertiin and rum of hardwire will not remain in the con- 

otis resomcc, that m the piesent stite of tinned occupation of his trade, if he finds 
tHings we cannot even expect momeiit-’ry re- that the profits upon the article be Vends 
lief from it, and that in ordei to secure the produce a baie subsistence, while those 
Siaiiun against the rb intps of the seasons, w e anting from farming support a luxurious 
ought to annually pioduce more than out table, and 1 conjecture that vvbenevet from 
iietessarj consomption , that to obtain this acc dent that should be the case, the num- 
sorphis produce a market must be found, her of manufacturers would diminish, whilst 
and that such market can enfy be found m the farmers would experience a jiropo/*- 
eilher an expoit oi a luxurious consumption tjonate inciease, until their respective artn 
Give <0 tl e farmei an export, and I, for one, cles of merchandise should produce an equal 
readily coiwtnt to give ^ planter the m ir- advantage in the sale The consequence of 

ket of luxurious consumjJHon, bt until the this axiom is, I am disposed to believe, this. 

jc^-ou? and pio.perous times of a corn expoit that all ai tides of mefchandise, whether of 
aball ainvp, our internal market of luxurious corn or metals, will be sold at such a profit 

consumption should be secured to the rulti- as may be considered fair and reasonable, 

vator, .md every evertion called forth m or- That in average years of sale this must be 

djr to increase and extend lliismirket, in so, there can be little doubt Now. these 

atead of permitting it to be encroached upon axioms are so clear, that there requires bo 
by any debcnption of persons whatever — - ghost to impart the discovery, and 1 should 
I am. Sir, &c —— Edwarp Wakvjjeld — prcfiiably have passed over these pieliminary 
J)uhe Street, Wt,stmmsteT, May data, but for the eXpiesfiotis which have 

-- ‘'escaped your pen, and which have rather 

CORK AGAINST SUGAR astoiiisbed me, I mean that passage of ybur 

Sir,— —Wl\po a genius and experience address where you deride the idea that may 
like y'ours, adopts, with no inconviderable be entertained, lest corn should be sold too 
pertinacity, any particular tenet, it becomes cheap Now if ** cheap ’* has any solt^ 
tlU noviciate trt pause before he ventures an meaning attached to it, it must be a relative^ 
pppositioD To say, therefore, that the one, sand must of necessity imply, that com 
proposed measure of governtaeot for pio- either is at present, or has been heretofore, 
})ibtttog the use of corp m distilleries will sold at a piofit which ought nuf to tuiv» 
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b«eif'n)N>4e;'tM'ia fact, the farmer's Im MarcStf ^‘ifow^hen islhU 

btetm tnoyi lucrative;, trade tbau aoy other: abundanCK t<^ be preserved iWJ'he 
that this, however, cannot be iiom the data , have hcint discovered<~-the saperabildit^usij$44 
Jhhave balbre laid down, is qiute clear, and^. finds a market in the distilleri^-^-wlM^ ii' 
"Vere laddreiising mwelf to any one b it a' the beneficial consequence resulting Irdpa 
msf/ whose prindples, ii dependence, and this ?—Why the season of scarcity arrival) 
repeated integnty'iaveo.i iormVclainied my s the use of the distilleries is suspended, and 
admiration, and lam p i>iuide,l will always the droportion of corn intended for that 

justify my esteem, I should be disposed to marlret, is turned into the current, that with 

say. that he bad iiuile an attempt to prop a a wdll<timed supply, will support the hero 
wei^ and falling system by an uiiniauly np- and the iess*valiaut, the phiiosopiier and the 
peal to the prejudices uf the weak and in* tyro , and the impending gloom is dispelled 
considerate many Fiom ssh^l have al* bv the invigorating rays of a genial suo. 
.ready noticed, it must be of nhnessiiy de- When the reverse of the picture is const- 
duced, that all radesman and manufacturers dered, and we behold desponding and hope* 
Will ob'aio for the commodities they vend less countenances ; when we sees'the purple 
a fyit profit, and t'>al this profit will nor be hue of youth piecipitated into the sombre 
greater with one class ih in another, but as mask of wrinkled age, the flushed glow of 
nearly as can be on an aveiage, the same, humanity m.iy be excused, if it betrays any 
To produce, however, this equality ot pro- considerable jealousy at any purposed poli* 
fit, it Is apparent that no tradesman or ma- ticui regulation, which may prematurely 
tiulacturer will ever possess a greater quan* occasion there.ility of the misfortune, firom 
tity of the merchandiae in which he denis, which we shrink with horror, even in a vl<-* 
than he finds to be vendible, because other- sionary contemplation. 1 find 1 have beets 
wise his profits would be'rediyed by a stag- guilty of a digression } but 1 will now rd-* 
nani capital, from which no advantage would snme Itbc subject, which is nearly concluded, 
be derived. Now it appears to me, that If it be necessary that this superfluity of 
the interests of society do not require that corn should exist, and if it cannot exist 
any merchitu should keep by lum any qunii- without a market, which in years of pilen1|r 
tity of mi'is bandise beyond the ordinary will taka it off the' hands of the fartner, 
demand, except with respect to the article where is that m.nket to be found, if the 
of .cork; and here .m exception arises use of distilleries should be sus|iended ?—• 
which IS clear, palpable, and rational to the '1 he piobibiiing the consumption of the still 
widerstanding. Almost all other articles of will, I admit, produce the consequence 
merchandisei'' respect of their pie- \\ hicb you seem. Sir, to approve, namely, 
nitiuie, upon human industiy; but the sop- (.hrapne$s m the price; but kt inteUigiil* 
ply of corn depends in a great measuie upon Iniguage, this word “ cheapness ” mu^ 
the temperature of seasons; and it, p.isieth he constuicd, injnty to the farmer ;-because 
fhe foresight and understanding of the most it the present pi ice only yields a fair psc^ 
skilful, to prevent the lav.igc and de-tiuo in relation to other vendible commoditi^,^ 

tion of an unpropitious buiiimcr. But rn less once, or cheapness, must u fes^G* 

almost all other species of raetchandisc, the tion belo w a fa n i^ofit, and the wnsequepce 
scarcity may be either dispensed with, or will b'Sf'VIpSn' ihe data before laid dfpViri^, 
accomnlodaled by a succedaneum; but not that the farmer will exchange the sup^* 
so with corn ; human existence depends abundant production cf corn mr the growth 
upon the abundance of the supply of this or manufactuie of a commodity that vvill 
esculent, and for any continuation of time, yield in its sale an increased profit. These,' 
iic|^gcovery of man can anticipate nr pro- are the principles, Sir, that 1 was anxigus ' 
vent the calamities of an insumuency. It to have clearly'understood and if you fM 
is 'quite manifest and unquestionably there- that they are founded in c.indoui and 
' fore, that there should be always on hand 1 am persuaded yon wdl a lopt them tit t&f 
a considerable greater quantity of comt, than investigation of tb^ momentous questiosti^, 
can he consumed by the ordinary demanfl • whether it be wise and prudent to proht^- 
for food { but by whom is this quantity to the distillation from corn, .ind adopt 
be raised? By whom kept to alleviate, or of sugar ?—-I am, &t -=—^W. 
rather precfbde the miseries of squalvf fa- Lincolns Inn, Monday, May 2, 1808. , , 

qtiue ? Are we to look for it In tbc granaries ,- - . ■.'■’.j ' ^ 

our patriots ? Will the farmers hoard it ? * By superabundance I unifortnly*tQiiht| 

Does tsach individual, with a cautious pru- the surplus afler satisfying the doo^d jlm 
djpQce, like the ant, apcumulate it for a food. ' 



. • sstF£i. > . . mined j and the law, to giiai^ ;»ainit sqcH 

Stit }^«mAs the sentiments which arO de> vexatious proceedings, whenev^datiiagiSs 
Itvered yoti npOn political subjects "have pat trespass are awarded by a jufy^a lesb 
always great wifei^ht, and in general de> a^unt than 40s., mtikes the plaintm pay 
aerv^ly sh wi^ the public, J am anxious to . his own costs of suit,. ifiiless notice'ha<. deen 
rehiove the ill inVpressions which the com- ^iVen to the defendant notfo co'me upon the 
tniiiMtUtions mi woodcocks and snipes, land Besides, consent is always virtuaH$ 
t^faich was Inserted-liy you, has very likely given in such cases, and I should not expect 

{Ifodin^.-Notwithstanding yqu and bne to have an action brought against me ipei^ty 

Ofyoiir correspondeiits have treafed this mat- for shooting'woodcocks and snipes, sooner 
tinr slightingly, f conceive that it is entitled than for cutting a twig from a hedge, of 

'to swibusconsideratidfi. I object to making taking up a sjeoe which lay under my foot 

liVCiodcocks and snipes game, tor all the rea- in a path.#»''5ut who would scruple to do 
sons which may be adduced against the those acts, or think tliat he acted wrong in* 
'^Mae lawsf but as their injuitice is not doing tbeip, although, \n strictness of law^ 
called in question at present, it would be ir- he committed a trespass ? When there is an 

tderant to state those reasons,-1 think intention to do an injury upon the land, .it 

that it will not be denied, that animals of is a wrongful act; when there is no suCh 
- every descripiidn, as well those which are intention, it is not so. Birds of ev^ry de*, 
denominated game as the others, were given ^cription, which are not what the law terms . 
to all mankind'; and, tiierefore, to restrict in reclaimed, that is, made tame, or secured 
any namner Wlwtever, when the common from escaping, are the property of the pub- 
good does not require it, a person from do- lie, and the public have, projieily speaking, 
irtg with tbeth what he chiises, is an unjust a rignt to loolf. for them;jupOn the private 
violation of his natural pjhts: then, dies Idnd of any rindividual,‘if by so doing, 
the public welfare require tbitt a large raa- they do hot commit any real injury on it, 

jority of naankind should be excluded from althoi%h, in strictness of law, a trespass may 

Idling woodcocks and snipes, by making be committed. If a stranger left open a 
those animals game ?—he only reason gate between a field of yours, in which there 

which has been urged by the advocates of the was a flock of sheep gracing, and a field of 

game laws in tlieir favour, which appears to your neighbour's, in which there was a crop 
niO'to deserve much attention, does notap- of turnips intended for .seed, in consequcnr,e 
|fly,to woodcocks and snipes. That reason whereof the sheep entered the turnip field, 
is, that those animals, which are now in- and were doing great dg''*iu^„^pd you passed 
'clpded' in the*^ game laws, would Very soon by and saw them ift the act, should you 
Wsll dqstroyed, if every person were per- scruple to go in and drive tjiera out, although 
.'lifted to kill them at liis pleasure. With- you in strictness of law, did commit a trespass 
•oitt combating this argtiment, but which I by so doing-? This shews that it notjpniy i/* 
'tbtak f could do'With suCcess, it will be not always wrong, but that itn meriloriotts • 

Wi|ipk^ fby my purpose to state, that no in some cases to committrespasses.——Yon * 
's^^apprehensioiis need l^e eptertained on appear to think, that the owner of land ha^.^ 
'adeSikm of woodcocks and snipesj tince a right to go upon if in pursuit of game when 
ycesH supply of them anives every year, there is a'tenaift in possession of it i^ithout 
'fihji'if they are not r/At troy erf, they will ^all 'trespa^ing; but I apprehend that this is not 
^ early in the spring--*~—'it has been , the case, unless a reservation is made of the . 


you, that you do not know dhy right.—-—You also state, t^t unqualified 
'which will be'abridged^ by the making persons are already prevented from, shooting 


‘<#4ra^coclci and snipes gntns, as far as wobdeocksand snipes, with I he'consent dt 
to apy amusement of the people-; -the per$pts in possession of the land, as 
'wKiffh observation I infer that }*otir com^etely as this dreaded law.edh makh 
is, ’that thd people have no right at 'tljem j if this is so, the law must be passed 
to amuse'th^uselves. Now, al- merely from wantonness, dnd on that ao 
'thiju|h,‘U cannot pe denied that to go upon (Count Oc^ht to be rejected; ibr laws vAa- 
Ifiid ^dof bhotber, person, upon any pre-; .tonly pksSed, are certainly tyrannical and 
fence whatever,'^ without theleav^of the 'tnijbst*; it is shewing the rod unhecessan^. 

8ub]ects the- I Bilt 1 do not think mat this proposed iaWi<'. . 




(to law, and 


iOK thd purpose of killing woodcocks and J,]'* to^o a sliooting woodcocks and sbipea 
eajpys, wh«re no subatantial injury is com** .jawUfatMit'a spaniel. Or dog't^ some amd, ii 
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^bat tto \Mf tbinks of;” (yet I myiidf 
have inai^tiines done it) ? to be seen out 
^Uh de|pnd gun, the law takes as proof of 
beings tn puiiUit of gsipe; beinz in pursuit 
of game, subjects the unqualified pursuer to 
the penalty ot five ixiunds," &c. &c. Vow, 
1 always understood, that whether the de¬ 
fendant was in pursuit of game or not, was 
a facV to be roflected, in all cases, by the 
•evidence produced; for I do not know of 
any act of parliament which presumes, that 
a person being out with a dog aif&zun, with- 
but any other evidence being addled, is in 
pArsuit of game, and subjects him to the 
penalty. Theta, what jury, orwhaa justice 
of the peace, would say that a person w'as 
in pursuit of game, who was fiaund sporting 
with a dog and gun in places where wood¬ 
cocks and snipes, paiticul^rly the latter, are 
generally found, those places not being the 
lesorts of game ? I also object to the con¬ 
templated act, because the people will be 
thereby deprived of the practical knowledge 
of the use of fire-amis. If, tfe it ought to 
be, the government of this country is tound- 
ed on the affections of the people, the mo¬ 
tives for the use of fire-arms by them should 
be as numerous as po«ible; then esery 
peasant would be a soldier trained to aims, 
prepared to defend his country in the hour 
of necessity. But, it bas been the policy 
of this country, an odious policy, which 
had its foundation in tyranny (and to which 
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8TAfx.->-i>4Sed Wathingm, JM', 

10, 1808. 

(Concluded from page 7^^,} 

' I trust. Sir, any one who knows mdt 
will charge it to vanity when 1 say, that | 
have ^ome knowledge of public men and (rf 
public affairs: and ota that knowledge, and*' 
with solemnity, I declare to you, that I Itavd 
no confidence in the wisdom or correctnesa 
of our public measures: that our country 
is in imminent danger: that it is essentia 
to the public safety that the blind confidenca' 
in our lulers should cease: that the statx 
legislatures should know the facts and reat- 
sons on which important general laws arx 
founded; and especially that those stattn 
whose hirms are on the ocean, and whose 
harvests are gathered in every sea, should 
immediately and seriously consider how ttf 
preset \e them. In all the branches of 
vernment, commeiciai information is want¬ 
ing, and in “this desert,” called a 
that want cannot be supplied. Nothing bwt 
the sense of the commercial states, ctexi^ 
and emphatically expressed, will save thxni 
fiuni Inin.—Are our thousands of ships ond^ 
vessels to rot in our harbours ? Are outT 
60,000 seamen and fishermen to he deprived 
of employment, and, with their families, 
reduced to want artd beggary? Are oof 
luind'eds of thousands of farmera to btf 


Blackstone thffliOffHS ^ame laws owe their compelled to sutfer tfieir millions in surplus 
origin and chief suppoit), to prevent the ptoduie to peiish on their hands; thatthtf 
people from being acquainted with the use ^picsidcn\ may make an experiment oh oof 
<jL fire-arms. 1 hope that this measure has patience and fortitude, and on the towerii^ 


-Sot that'object in view. For these leasons 
l.‘think, that the proposed act to include 
woodcocks and snipea in the game laws, if 
passed, will unnecessarily deprive the peo¬ 
ple of one of their most manly, healthful, 
and rational amusements, and unnecessai ily 
take away one of their few remaining na¬ 
tural rights. But 1 hope that the ministers 
of this country have profited better by the 
doautlful example whicb has been afforded 
them, by those tyrannical governments of 
Europe, who have brought destructiotf uijon 
tbemselvea by their unjust violation of the 
rights of the people.——R. R.—-30/Ai 
Aprii, I8d8. 

A XXTTER FROM THE UON. TIMOTfiT PICK- 
’ SRX2ta, A senator of TffE VMfTE'D 
STATES FROM THE STATE d> MASSACHU* 
JETS, ANO SECRETARY OP STATE UysmER 
*OEtZ. WA8HINUTON, EXHIBITING TO HIS 
COK8TITOENTS A VIEW OF THE IHMI- 
lUEltt JJANUEft OF AN UNNECES^AXY fNO 
AlUIlffiUa WAX WITH great BRITAIN : 


toweni^ 

pride, the boundless ambition and unyield¬ 
ing perseverance of the conqueror of 
lopc ? Sir, I have reason to believe th«K 

the p'esidyjg^wsintomnlates the contuioanetf 

ot li.e embargo, until the French Empetof 
repeals his decrees v iolating- as wd( '‘bljll 
treaty with the U States, as eiery neutitil 
light and until Britain thereupon recafr 
her retaliating oidei s. By that time wttaw 
have neither ships nor seamen: and fbUtW 
precisely the point to which some men 
to reduce us. 'J’o see the improvidmceYK^ 
this proj‘ ct (to call it by no hinsber italito,? 
and wiihout adveiting to ulterior viex%) lot 
os look back to former years.—NdtX^llM 
standing the well- bunded complaintl of sdbdli 
individuals, and the murmurs of otlieft ' 
notwithstanding ihefiequeut eMcutivu 
clarations of mat itime aggreisidat co<nnik(|#, 
by G iliiiain; notwithstanding the outrx(|^ 
ous decrees of France nod bpain, Xbd ^ 
wanton spoliations practised and ' 

their cinixi-rs and tiibunols, of vvhkh We 
' sometimes hear a faint whisper;—thu ooch* 
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IQfierce of the U. Slateihn hitherto prosper¬ 
ed beyond all example. Oar citizens have 
accuroolated wealth; and the public reve¬ 
nue, aonoally increasing, has been the pre¬ 
sident’s annual ^ast.*—Tiiu>e facts demon¬ 
strate, that although G. Britain, with her 
thousand ships of war, could Inve destroyed 
our commerce, she has rcall) done it no es¬ 
sential injury; and that the other belligerents 
heretofore restrained by some regard to na* 
tional law, and limited by the small number 
of their cruizers, have not inflicted upon it 
any deep wound. Yet in this full tide of 
success, our commerce is suddenly arrested: 
‘an alarm of war is raised: feaiful apprehen¬ 
sions are excited : the merchants, in particu¬ 
lar, thrown into a state of consternation, are 
advised, by a voluntaiy embaigo, to keep 
their vessels at home And whu is the 
cause of this mighty but mischievous alarm ^ 
We know it in its whole extent. It was 
the unauthoiizcd attack of a Biitisb naval 
ofSceron the Amencan fiigate Chesapeake, 
to search for and take somedesei ters known to 
have been received on board, who had been 
oflen demanded, and as often lefused to be 
deliveied up. As was expected by all con¬ 
siderate men, lyid by the president himself 
*(as I have before observed) the British go¬ 
vernment, oil the first information of the 
unfortunate event (and without watting for 
an application) disavowed the act of its of- 
fiioer—disclaimed the principle of searching 
satio&al armed vessels—and declared its 
readiness to make satiable reparation, as 
toon as the state of the case should be fully 
known.—Under such circumstances, who 
ean justify this alarm of war ? An alarm 
which greatly disquieted the public mind, 
and occasioned an interruption of commerce 
extremely injurious to our merchants and 
sea-^ing citizens—I will-aliae^hislong 
letter by stating all the existing pretences 
(for there are no causes for a war with G. 
Britain).—1. The British ships of w'ar, af,ree- 
abiy to a rigl^t claimed and exercised for ages 
M-e right claimed and exercised during the 
uffitde of the administration of Washington, 
of Adams, and of Jefferson ; continue to 
take some of the British seamen found on 
hoard our merchant vessels, and with them 
a auall number of ours, fiom the impossi- 
brlity of always distinguishing Englishmen 
frodfl citizens of the U. States. On this 
point our government well know that G. 
Brltaio is perfectly willing to adopt any ar¬ 
rangement that can be devised, which will 
aecare to hef service the seamen who are her 
<Mivo sulqccts, and at the same time exempt 
oat9tfr<»n impressment.—2. The merchant 
ictoelsof France, Spain, and Holland, be¬ 


ing driven firom the ocedta, or. destroy^, 
the commerce of tbostveountriV with one 
another, and witii their colouies^l^uld qo 
longer be carried on by themselve^!^" Hei^ 
the vessels of neutral nations came in to their 
aid, apd earned on nearly the whole com¬ 
merce of those nations. With thoir seamen 
thus liberated from the merchant service, 
those nations, in the present and preceding 
wars, were enabled to man their shijfs of 
war ; and their neutral vessels and seamen 
supplying their places, became in fact, 
though nojtiijrname, auxiliaries iii war. Tbe^ 
commerce of those nations, without ona 
armed ship on the sea appropriated for us 
piotection, was intended thus to be secured 
under neutral flacks, w inle the merchant ves¬ 
sels of G Briinm, with its numerous armed 
ships to guard them, were exposed to occa¬ 
sional captures. Such a course of things 
G. Britain has resisted, not in the piesent 
only, but in former Wars ; at least as far 
back as that of 1756 . And she has claim^ 
and maintained at right to impose on this 
commerce scAne limits'and restraints, be¬ 
cause it was*a commerce winch was denied 
by those nations to neutials in lime of peace; 
because it was a commeice of imnun>ie value 
to the subjects of her enemies j and because 
It filled their treasuries w'lth money, to en¬ 
able them to carry on their wars with G. 
Britain.—3. The third, and only icmaining 
pretence for war with G Britain, is the nn- 
fouunate affair of th ej^ esapeake ; which 
having been al ready*st^Sf*Sna explained, I 
will only remark here, that it is not to be 
believed that the British government, after 
being defeated, as bcfoie mentioned, in its 
endeavours to make repafation in* London 
for the wrong done by its servant, would 
have sent hither a special envoy to give ho¬ 
nourable satisfaction, but from its sincere 
desire to close this wound, if our own 
lernment would suffer it to be healed.—Per¬ 
mit me now to ask, what man, impartially * 
viewing the subject, will have the boldnes* 
to say that there exists any cause for nfong- 
ing the U. States into a war witlt G. 

Who that respects his reputation as a roan* 
of <:oifimon discernment, will sav it ? Who* 
that r^ards the interests and welfarCt. of his , 
•country will say it ? Who then tan justify,,' 
who can find an excuse for a coursvof con¬ 
duct which has brought our country into Us 
present state of alarm, embarrassment, and 
distrSas? For myself. Sir, J must declare 
the opinion, that no free country was ever 
befort^ so causelessly, and so blindly, thrown 
from the height of prosperity, and plut^^ 
into a state of dreadful anxiety and «nmr- 
iug^ But from this degraded and wretched 
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^idntibo it U not toq &te to Let 

the*dispatdi^ irotu oar minister in Fiance 
be no longer concealed. Let the president 
netfora 3 u>Me duty required of him by the 
Constitution, bj giving to Congress.fuli in- 
formarion ot the state of the union in re¬ 
spect to foreign nations. Above alf, let 
him unfold our actual situation with France. 
Let him tell us u bat aie the demands and 

i iioposals of her i tiler Had these been 
lonouribleto theU States, \iould not the 
president hat e been eagei to disclose them ’ 
That they are of an entiitly diffr “jil nature, 
that they aie dishonourable, that *^hey aie 
rvunoiis to our commercuil intciests, and 
dangerous to oni libelty and indepiyidcnce, 
we are left lo intei —I hope. Sir, that the 
nature and magnitude of the subject ss ill 
fuinish a sutiicient apology foi the length 
and style of this lettei Perhaps some may 
deem it pi esuniptiious thus to quenion the 
conectness ot the proceedings ot oiii gosciii- 
ment A strong sense ot dufv, and dts 
tressingappiehcnsioobct njitionil rum, hive 
forced the taik in>oii,me lo some, the sen¬ 
timents which, in the sincerity Of my heart, 

I have expressed, miy give offence, for 
often nothing offends so mich as tiuth 
Yet I do not desuc to offend any man But 
when I see the dangerous extent ot execu¬ 
tive influence, when I see the gicat council 
of the n itiou called on to en ict 1 ivis deeply 
affecting the inlete->ts ot illclisscs ot citi¬ 
zens, wii’iout adequate iiiforpiation of the 
reasons of Out ..w, s.htn 1 lOicnc the 
deceptive glosses with a Inch the n iscbiefs 
of the embargo aie attempted to Lc palliated, 
and postciior events adduced as tcasotis to 
^^stify th« meisure , when J know that the 
riliks of continuing their commercial pur- 
aqits ag-imst all known dttigcis can aud will 
be more accuiately calculated by our mer- 
chantsihqn by oui goveinraent, when, if any 
''new dangers to commerce wert impending, 
of which our merchants weie uninformed, 
but of which the government obtained the 
knowledge through Its minister at Pans, or 
elsjgy here, it w is plainly the duly ot the 
^executive to make those dangert known to 
Congress and the nation; and sine* if so 
made known, the merchants and sea-faring 
atizens would for then own inteiests and, 
aafety, have taken due precautions to guard 
against thdm , and as it hence appears cer¬ 
tain that an embargo was not necessaiy to 
.the safety of " our seamen, our vessel*, or 
our merchandize '*■—when. Sir, I see and 
' consider these things, and their evil tenden- 
'cy j in a word, when I observe a coiilse ot 
proceeding which to me appears calculated 
to mislead tlie public mind to public niiny I 
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cannot be iffitot. He^rdUisti, ' 

of personal consequences, I ktve 
to communicate these defails, with tbo tde# 

^ to dissipate dangerous illusmos, to *giye Ut 
' ray constituents correct mform^n, to 
cite inquiry, aud to rouse that vigilant jen« 
*lon 8 y which is charactei istic of lepobbcani, 
and essential to the preservation of their 
their liberties, and their indepeO'* 


r rights, 

denu*—I have the honour to be, very re¬ 
spectfully, Sir, your 
llMOailY PlCKPRlNO 


obedient servant. 


OFFICIAL PAPfiRS. 

(Condudedfrom p. 672 J 

Loese Micniv- Abstract of hard 

Caitleiiagh's Local Militia Bill. 

The ()ih, that persons shall not be eten^ 
by having found substitutes Or paid ffnes in 
the militia 

Ihe iOlh, presetibes the form of oath to 
be tsken 

live lull, imposes penalty on persons not 
appealing aftn being so bsllottid, the ffno 
to be pioportioned to ibe amount of the iir- 
come, thepsymentof such fine to exempt 

such person fiom being ballotted for —- 

years 

Ihe 12 ih, emcls, th It T person claiming 
exemption upon piyim iit ot the smaller fine,^ 
siiall sign a declaration of the amount of Ins 
I'icome. 

Ihe 13th, on engaging to serve without 
pay in volunteer coips, part of Uiefioeto 
be remitted • ^ 

The I4th, inflicts a penalty on such per¬ 
sons on being letuined non effective 

Ihe I'lih, peisons lefusing to swear that 
they have not lusutcd against fine, to forfeit 
the amount 

Ihe i 6 th, Quakers not to be enrolled, 
but to pay^nUin hnqs accoiding to the pro¬ 
perty ot such persons 

Ihe 17 th, enacts, that where the persons 
\olu»tatily eniolliiig themselves shall amount 
to the numbei to be eni oiled by ballot under 
any apportionment iti any such parish, dicu 
no ballot shall take place in such parish. * 

Ihe 18lh, gives a bounty to peisons en¬ 
rolling themselves voluntarily. 

The 10 th, enacts, volunteer corps may 
transfei themselves into local raihtia. 

The 20 th, volunteers to swear that thay 
have no othei bounty. •' 

Ibe 2 ist, allowances for necesaarief. 

The 22 d, persons serving to be eni^tted tfr 
such exemptions as thevoKuiteers uovv hate. 

'lhe 2 Jd, persons insuring tor proitidhq^ 
substitutes, or volunteers, subject to peMlQr, 

'1 he24th, presciibcs the mode ot (Mkfers 
mg the corps. 



The 3$th, relate W|h« traiaitig and exer- * conseijuence therwf att tipi^ 

* eislng for a oertmto tujtnber of days. ' to Swedish jforts is proh‘ibU(|d o^er service, 

Tm{J|6rh, enacts, that in case of icvasion, penalties) and that fhrfher, »ail Prat>«ian' 

the eorpimay be embodied and raandied to harbonrs are shut up against all Swai^[i^ ships, 
oorpatf of Gteat Britain. --“This proceeding has not by a^meanl^ 

The 2 j»th, wbdetraining or embodied, to been occasioned on our part j th^saidguvern- 
be Wder the mutiny act and articles of war me-’t,, reduced by french tyranny, affordsa 
•'nielStb, entitles to the same privileges j fresh pioof 6 t the oppression to which all 
and Allowances as other militia foiccs. states must sobmit, (hat entertain any con* 

The 29 th, provides that men may pnlist ncctioii with (he French govemment. , An 
into the army, navy, or marines, escept du- unfortunate lassitude, vvhich prevented 
ring periods of exercise. Vacancies by en- Prussia flora resisting in due time, has’ 
listing to be supplied, brought her to the distressed situation in 

The ,iOth, levies tines for men deficient. which s^ie<‘fs now placed—groanmg under 
liie 31 st, provides that two thirds of the the domination of Piance, which still oc- 
fines shall be returned when the men .11 e cnpies a considerable pait of the remains ^ 

» Atund. th*!! monarchy with a numerous army, not* 

ITie reminder of the clauses, nine in withstanding the ooiichision ot peace.-—W© 
ifniober, relate to the assessments toi men commend you all .ipd severaily to the 
^fipient, the providing for payment of boun- mcuifnl proteriion of Almighty God— 
ties, the ccl ectmg of lines, See. Gostavus Aoolfhus 


$wsOEK —Proclamation of Gonfral Aim- 
fcldt, on entering Norway. 

Inhabitants of Norway.—Hie Danish 
government has declared war against Sweden, 
witbont any cause or provocation on her 
part) it has crowned the calamities that 
gffltrted the North, and spontaneously sub¬ 
mitted to a foreign joke Tlie Swedish 
t troops, therefoie, enter your country accord¬ 
ing to the laws ot war, in order to prevent 
hast'tlities from being committed in then own 
wnntry. Bpt the laws of war are carried 
mto execution only by soldiers; the peaceful 
{ilhabitants the towns and country, if 
ihegr excite no distui bances, shall e'ioy 
tranquillity and pi-otection —The Swedish 
soldiers, celebiatpd for order and discipline, 
respect the personal safety and property ot 
the unarmed j and should Providence bless 
his msjAsty’s arms, ihe army under my com- 
tnaad, so far fiom proving InsvtfiiLto your 
difierent trades, shall open your poits to 
commerce and importation : quiiken your 
industiy) and secure in the North an avyhtra 
for loyalty and honour,— -Augustus Mau- 

Xti^BABMPEtOl. 

SyrgltEN.—rAe A'ing of Sweden's Procla¬ 
mation on the Rupture if the Intercourse 
Prussia. Date*' Stockholm Castle, 
April 5th, 1808. 

We, Gnstavus Adolphus, by the grace of 
G0d,.King of bweden, ot the Goths and 
Van^b,, &c, unto all otv true and loyal 
subjects, greetingWe herewith graciously 
make known to yob, that his majesty, the 
King of Prusya, has declared to us that all 
intercourse between hjs dominions 
Sweden b suspended) and that in 

V 4 


Spain.—F rom the Madrid Gaiette Ezlrattr- 
dinary. 0,tder^of Ajrt 2.— Ft sack 

Soldiers—’The general business of Swe¬ 
den has letaided i ir sume diys the anival 
of the Empeior, but the coiubmed aimies 
of France and Russia aie alieady on their 
march towards Stockholm, where they will 
unite, and the Kmpertir will lose no time in 
putting himsaJf at the head ot his armies in 
Spam; It IS necessary then, that yon should 
put J ourselves in a state to appeal before 
hia Majesty, and to meriPTiitrapprobation. 
General Reboixsieie will order carindgefi' 
immediately for the infantry to fire with' 
Ihe Gfand Duke hopes to inform his Ma* 
jesty of the good conduct of his tioops, an^ 
also hopes to have to piaisethein in all ie» 
spects- Soldiers, I see with pleasure the 
good order and discipline that is .'imong yon, 
and above all,the harmony that exists betweetl 1 
the French and Spanish armies) I am filled 
with satisfaction. The Spanish nation is 
deserving of all the best wishes and god'd 
will of the French army, as on their mrt, 
they do not cease to give us ^tnof oftnw 
love and afiectioB. 11 ns morning, a soldier 
whqhAti been condemned to ponishmeut) 
wav about to be delivered over to the hantb 
ef justice ; but the inhabitants of ^adtl 4 
ha/e interceded for his pardon, which hal 
been granted; but this must be the last in¬ 
stance. Soldiers, redonblc your friendship 
with the inhabitants, and cement more and * 
more the friendship that ought to unite os. 

-J^euiN, generalin chief of the staff. 

Auc. Beluard.—JM odrirf, April 2, 
1808. ' ' 



UATU, 

* Qtitetit Sxtraordinaty.-^ 

‘ Pfw'a.'Aation for the better Dmiplme of 

the Ft each Troops^ordered ly the Grand 
• Puli^ of Berg to bo printed for puHic% 
tiotue. Da^ed Madrid, March 27 , 1808 
Soldiers—Yon ai« not about to enter 
the cnpitAl of a ftiendly power; I recom¬ 
mend to }oti the best disc’phne, the best 
order, and the best friendship with its in¬ 
habitants. It IS a nation to which we ate 
allied, and which ouqht to hud in the 
French Ai my a true fi lead. And lecollect 
the good tieatmeut }ou ha\« already ex- 
penencedin the piovmces tbrou^ which 
vee have tiaser^ti—Soldiets—I hope this 
recommendation will be sufficient, and for 
which 1 am guaranteed by the good conduct 
which you base already observed; but if 1 
hnd any individual forgetting that he is 
aFienchman, he shall be punished; and 
any excess shall be severely punished in con- 
sequence of that which J shall older--That 
anyrfheer committing any crime, or ne¬ 
glecting ins duty, shdl be dcpnv'cd of his 
commission and be dehveied pver to a mi- 
htaiy comm .ision, iot justice-rA)} soldiets 
found guilty ot robbing, concealing, 01 of 
tiolation, shall be shot —Any stijeant or 
soldier, convicted of abusing 01 ill-treating 
the inhabitants, shall be delivered over to 
the rigor of the laws; if of ipurdei to be 
shot.—Any seije int or soldier found drunk 
in the streets, sh'*!! be condemned to eight 
davs* copfincraent in the stocks, md the 
Serjeant be ^nt into tie lanks—All ser- 
jeanbi 01 soldieis found in the stieets altei 
the baling of ihe retreat—two days impri¬ 
sonment—Generals, chiefs of regiments, 
i^id coinpiandeis of the Fiencli Aimj in 

* Madrid—each of you will see, as far as it 
concerns jou, that these oid(*s are punc¬ 
tually executed, and that they be read at the 
bead ot every companj — JoAauii), 

jflieutenanl-genoral lommander of the Van- 
guaid of the French army, of the iioops 
cantoned atMadiid. 

(Countersigned) Em Ghouciiy. 

’^XAzrf. Tbazib —Circular Letter from the 
Portuifuese AmLasiador to Officers , com 
mandtM Portuguese or Brittth FesseU^pf 
fffai offCiSpe Frio,or to the Commanders ^ 
ike Fortresses of futse and Scania Critz 
^ and Conditions for me Admission into t/ie 
^rfiodls of mch Cotton Goods ty British 
Manufacture as were not heretofore,tm- 
portedifnto Portug tl. 

Ffefis^ to communicate to the bearer of 
fhls letter,—-captain of the ship—the efrdtrs 
which you may have received fronfhis Royal* 
Jiiighrvess the rnAce Regent^ ioi the a^iips- 



$iqti pom oif 4^0^^ 
freighted wUh the 
liCffnse.—I d the event of no e 
being at C^pe Frio, I regaest tU 
dei:a ot the foitifesses of Lage and $t 
ask for tlie same 10 } al oiders through tljp 
secretary of sfate’s office of the proper de¬ 
partment, and communicate them to the 
beaier. 

flinrfifionr.— 1 st.—Ihat all merchants 
wisiiing to expert cotton goods of BritiiA 
maiiufacinre to the Ri axil, without waiting 
ibi the legul'itions of his Royal Highness, 
whether in Poituguese or Britisli ships, 
should be obliged to take a licence frpm the 
Privy Council to prpceed to Cape FrtOs and 
there to wnt his Roj al Highness’^ further 
instiuctions, as to then port pf d'^chaige, 
to which alone they must give bond to ga — 
‘id'j —'lh?t every master and every shipper 
Will give a bond equal to the value of the 
caigo, at tins Custom House, for the d u j 
dcliveiy at the Custom House of the 
port of discharge oidered by fais Royai' 
Highness—Jdly—^I’liat e>eiy master and 
shipper will bind themselves to pay at tM 
C'ustom-House of such port of discharge, 
the same duties that weie paid m Portugal 
upon woollen, or in lieu thereof, sucb ae 
may have been already established by bis 
Kojal-Highpess the Pimce Regent npoa 
cotton goods of British manufaetpre —4miy. 
—Accoiding to yourofter, and to ascertain 
that no India goods are exported thither, 
the manifest of said «argo sworn and authsQ* 
ticatedas us ini at the Custom *House, will 
be signed by the agent and consul general,* 
Mr John Charles Lucena, and by md.— 
5thlj —On the»e conditions, which confaht 
all that fair tiade can wisiv for at present, 1 
will most willingly ptovide |;vsiy captain 
with A licence to proceed under the abov^ 
ariange.'trrdt', 'and in case no oiders 
found at Cape Frio, to proceed as direct¬ 
ed on the cQver of my licence —P. B I 
need not say, that upon your ap|dtcatioU, 
with Ihe licence of the Privy Council, &<t. 
bic. See Ihe raanifett will be signed by mpn 
and mj licence delivered immediately, witbA 
out the least expence to any of the oosKSgNt- 
ed. 

Sicily— iVom the London GasMtt, 
April 12 

The Gazette contains two dispatches ftnaj) 
Major-General Sherbrooke, commanduig 
his Majesty’s troops in Sicily. Tijo iSrilj 
dated the 8ih Feb states the eumiBi^’ii^ 
Reggio to the Fiench on the 3d, and d|K . 
four Sicilian gun-boats had' fallen 
enemy's possession , apd alsp coahltitti thu 
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lost of the Delight doop of war, ix^hich 
in endeaveariag to recover the gnn boats 
got on shore on the Caiabrian coast, on the 
§(^h Jen. and it heing found impossible to 
Mther off she wip burnt. On this occasion 
Capt. Handheld, wirti sevenl oi his ship’s 
company, was killed, and Capi. Seccombe, 
of ^e Glatton, who was on board the 
Delight, was dangeiotisly wounded, and 
died oh the 3d Fsb —The second dispatch 
is dated the 2Jd Feb. and incloses the 
fl^lowing report fioni lieut-Col. Robert- 
eon, the commandani ot Scylla Castle, 
eteting tue e^aemtion of that place — 
General S. adds his highest appiobalion of 
the conduct of that officer and the officers 
end men seiving undei him in the lastle, 
and of the naval officeis and seamen em¬ 
ployed to bn ng away the gaiiison 

‘ Messina, FJ 18 , 1803 * 

.SiB.—In obedience to your ordeis, I 
have the honour to i port the pailicnlirs 
of what occuried since the hist appeannee 
of the enemy bcfoie Scylla—Alter bung 
invested by Gen. Ileji ler’s aimy da* mg 
seven weeks, and batteied for sinl da) a 
by foul teen pit cos of heavy ordnance, 
the little cisllc of Scylla has fallen 
onto his hands • But I have the heaitfeh sa¬ 
tisfaction tn add, that not one of the gallant 
garrison placed under my oiders has become 
his prisoner.—In the latter end ot Dec. the 
arrival of troops and ordnance stores at "se- 
minara left me no room to doubt the enemj's 
intentioii of besieging^icjlh, and parties of 
the peasantty wtie accoidingly sent out to 
render the passes of Solano impracticab’e, 
and to create obstacles to this ad\.tnce, by 
cuts across the vanous paths which lead from 
the heights of Mdia down to Scylla This 
work, as weR as the levelling ot fences, &c. 
proceed lapidly and effect ually^ u ndei the 
direction of captain Nicholav*’-Assistant 
Quarter-Master-Geneial ; when upon the 
31st of December, the advanced workmen 
and the out-posts of the nusse were driven 
in by three French battalions and a detach- 
l^nt of cavalry, under gen. Millet, which 
took post upon the heights above; and on the 
fblldwiog day Regnier brought up two more 
battalions, and spreading his out-posts to 
Favezzina, Bagnara, &c. completed the in¬ 
vestment of the town. At this time the 

S rrilon of the castle consisted of two hun- 
Bd British, and from four to five hundred 
masse occupied the town.—1 he enemy’s 
troops were now incessantly employed in 
foririog the roads, necessary for bringing his 


heavy ordnance from Seminanif. while tye 
laboured to tender the approm^h to Scylla 
difBcult, and hairassed the French by con- 
t>tant attacks on hia out-posts with parties of 
the ma^se, and occasionally with boats^ In 
some of these pai ual actions the enemy suf- 
*fered *sf\ciely ; particularly m w night 
attack at Bi!,inia, where the voltigcnrs of 
the 23d Liglii liituitry were cut to pieces.— 
Owing to tiic'.e chtcks, the French Were 
retarded until the Oih of Feb. when they 
descended the hci'hts in force, and came 
within a dist lilt ia'i::^e of our guns; and 
from thisdi) tlu) honoured oui nitle castld 
with all thi del iilcd piccautions of a 'egular 
siege, ju. (o\filing bis appioaches and cora- 
nuii cTioiis The skiimishes bc*ween the 
en^to^ and tlu masoC b*cmie very seiious: 
llie 1 utcr displ'n"d giC'ii. ^ 'il.nntry; and en¬ 
joying the su| port i 1 the o is le’i, guns, obli¬ 
ged t.’' French to puuhiie their advance 
with !H."y l("s ; but on the gth, were 
ol bged to )ic.id to the aumbers tl the ene¬ 
my, who iss de^d ihe town on all sides : 
o 11 gc IS, hoivever, royeied their retreat; 
and 1 h.’.d 'the satisfaction of sending off 
.tlic .>e brave peasants to Messina without leav¬ 
ing a man in the enemy’s hands —^I'he 
ton e which Genetai Reguier had brought to 
besiege Scylla consisted ot a body of ca- 
vaby, the 2ad light iufanlrj, 1st. 62d. and 
101 St of the line, in all about (1,000 men; 
wi«h five 24 pouiideis, five eightecns, and 
foul muttnis besides field pieces.—On the 
morning ot the 11th he opened bis batteries 
directing his eflorts to the destruction of our 
upper woiks, and the disabling of our 
guns, while under cover of this fire, her 
laboured to establish two bleachingbatterie^ 
at 3 and 4( 0 } iids disbince. It was not, boi^- 
ever, till the 14tb that our parapet and guns 
were icntkied useless; nor till then did the 
slaughter abate to which their paipes weie^ 
exposed from our gitipe and shells.—FrUni 
this time out delence was confined tU mus- 
ketiy, as our guns lay buiied under the ra> 
iiisot tiiepaiapet, and the close fiie from 
five 24 pounders became incessant. In4])e 
meat ..ime we discovered him attempting to 
mine* the right bastion upon which he 
cohtinued at work for three nights, but 
,I apprehend without the expected success,— 
In the night of the I5tb, the French puihnd. 
round the foot of the rock, with the inten¬ 
tion of destroying the Sea staircase, but; WO 
happily discoveied them, and beat them off, 
with the slaughter to w’hicb their daspcrkte 
situation exposed them. * 

* To he continued 
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In the mtmorablc Act, whicn may be called the written constitution of England, passed m the Kitt 
year of the re gn ot William and Mir), and enttled “an Art declaring the Rights and Liberties of dbe 
" Sulqect, and settling the bucce'sion of the Crown,' it is declared, “ that the election or MEM* 
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SUMMARY or rOLJlICS 

Wfstminsifk httcTioN-Whuever 

eome men might think of the politics of Sir 
Francis Bordett, hosseicr the public might 
be (liiided in their withes na to thif lesult of 
the election, however divided in their feci 
ings as to the success of I he efforts of the 
persons who proposed Sn hrancib, still, as 
to the manner of conducting the election, 
ftom the opening lo the close, there Mas but 
one sentiment, and that was, that it was an 
instance of obedience to the constitution, 
which had not been witnessed for many years 
past, and which, indcpendhnce of mind 
and public spirit were not extinct in Bug- 
land, must become an example to the elec¬ 
tors of other places and distncts. “ 1 hts is, 
" indeed, an instince of strict obseiiaiice 
of the law, this is, indeed, the practice 
" of the English consfitution, this is, in- 
deed, a free election , and, if all membeis 
" were thus elected, we should hear no 
'* more of that jobbing, wl ich is now the 
dihgiace and the cuise ef the countiy " 
Except amongst the mere venal, except 
amongst those uho will approve of nothing 
that does not favour then view s of plundci, 
^Itcept atnongst those, to whom no < nc ran 
have the face to deny the title of public rob 
ber, this was the univenal sentiment, illa¬ 
tive to the whole of those memoiable trans¬ 
fections, which led to the seating of Sir hian- 
cis Burdett in the House of Commons, as 
one of the members for the city and libei- 
ties of Westminster——It was, therefore, 
not without a good deni of sui pi izc, that the 
, pebhe saw an attempt made, by the High 
Bailiff of Westminster, to make the mem¬ 
ber, so elected, and who had never•bejen 
what IS called a candidate, who had never 
even o#I?red himself for the sufingesof the*| 
electors, pay tor his election Ibis per¬ 
son applied to Sir Francis for what he term¬ 
ed his share of the expences of erecting hu<>- 
tings, keeping poll-books, dinners for Ifirn- 
self and assistants, and many other things 
too numerous to mention, amounting jlo a 
sum, which, if the demand had been ac¬ 
quiesced in, would have gone nearly to rum 
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a man, who had had no more than bit thtM 
hundred pounds a year (the income necei- 
sarj for qualification), and who had had a 
family to maintain ; so that, supposing sudi 
a demand to be legal, the law? would, in 6ct, 
have ordgined. a punisfiinent, and a moat 
cruel punishment too, for an obedience te 
the law itself We have so long been ac* 
customed to look upon seats in parliament 
as 1 benefit to (be holder, we have so faiyg 
seen men struggle for this sort of posseuioa 
wiih mnie eigcrness and at greater risk than 
they stiuggle for almost any other sort of 
pos«.ession , we have, for so long time, been 
•iccustomed to see seats in the House of 
Commons openly offered lor sale, by pubhc 
adverti ement, and ofters to purchase, mad# 
in the like public manner, our minds have 
been so long iamiliuired to this set of ideas, 
that It ap] enrs, at last, lo liave become a set- 
tkd I otion, that a scat in ihe House of Com- 
' moiis la a valuable acquisition, and, of 
coui<-e, tint the possessor, or occupier, 
ou^ht lo pai/ Jor it. But, all ihis is m di- 
lect ho til ty to the letter as well as the spirit 
of those statutes and those usages, which 
constitute wbtt is t died,//ic consttlutton of 
i nglind, accuiditg to which a seat m the 
House of Commons IS no Zen^/, but exacts 
from the petaon pl'’ced in it, certain duties 
which he '8 olligid, under heavy penalties, 
to perform, and tlierefr re, a man, accord¬ 
ing to the hnglisli constitution, can no more 
be csmpellcd to p ly the expenses attending 
his election to serve ns member of parliament 
(provided he does not, byjns own art, agree 
for such piymeut),anj moic than he can^ 
compelled to piy the expenses, which majr 
aticnd hts being elected to serve as constable 
or tythingman oi churchwarden or even a« 
jtirj man 1 here is, preparatory to an elec¬ 
tion, a writ, or command, issuediby Ihe king, 
to the electors of such aplace, or district, tO 
elec^ one or more members to serve m par- 
liamcnt When this command is fulfiRed, 
another command is Issued to, and served 
upon, the person or peisons elected, who 
are, in this ilecond writ, tomn anded to giy^ 
their personal attendauce in the Parliat8«i>t 

a C 
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House; and, tl>e law is, that the place for 
winch a tnan is chosen, shall pay him, at a 
certain rate, for his attendance. All this 
concurs m the notion, that a «at in parlia¬ 
ment iniposes a burtbensome duty, instead 
of being a possession of emolument. If the 
person chosen, refuse to give Ins attendance, 
in obedience to the writ j or, it he neglect 
to attend, no matter fioni what motive, he 
it liable to be punished, even io Jtne and im- 
f^isoament. Whore, then, CiUi be the jus¬ 
tice in making a man pai/ for b<.ing elected, 
pnless he has made, of himself, ni by his 

authority, some compact to that effect ?- 

Haying thus opened the subject, which is 
e^e that will, I trust, leceive a full discus- 
^pn amongst the people, at least, I shall now 
insert what was said relating to it, in the 

F pqse of Commons, on the 11th instant, as 
find it reported in the Courier newspaper 
pf the 12th.—•*' Sir Francis Rurdbi r 
had waited till he saw the house in a 
** sufficient state, of attendance, before he 
'' stated how he was ciicumstanced with 
" respect to a transaction, which in his 
" view of it involved a breach of the piivi- 
leges of that house. It would be neces¬ 
sary for him, in order to explain the situa¬ 
tion in which he stood, to state to the 
house a transaction winch had taken place 
in one of the conr.s below. It was well 
known, that at the last election lor the 
city of Westminster, the electors had no¬ 
minated ^im as one of the candidates 
without his knowing any thing of tlie 
fact 3 and it was only towards the close 
of the election, he was made acquainted 
with It. The electors claimed to be ex¬ 
empt from paying any part of the expense 
of that election, and the High Bailiff of 
Westminster had brought an action against 
him as one of the candidates, to recover a 
proportion of tho expense of liking the 
election. Though thcie w’as no law to 
authoiise snch a *'emand, aorany custom 
to sanction the, pi sctice, though it was 
'■‘Ufell know'n that he had not taken any 
share or pot lion in the conduct or diicc- 
tion of that election, yet, without any 
' proof of the existence of l.nv ©r custom to 
sanction the demand, the ituiincd judge in 
the court below had thought proper to 
direct the jury to find a \eidict against 
him, merely because he had taken hu> seat. 

This was the reason delivered by Uiat 
learned judge to the jury, why he had in¬ 
curred the expenses for which the action 
was brought. Now, as to hia taking his 
sect, that was not voluntary on his part, as 
he had done it in compliance with the 
writ, and any individual who may be 
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elected, was compellable to attend and do 
his duly in tliat bouse. Yet the learned 
judge had held that the circumstance of 
hts having taken his seat had rendered 
him liable to expenses incurred in taking 
the election, fie was yet to learn wi^t 
benefit it was to an individual to sit in that 
house, if he lame there to discharge his 
duty with integrity: and he was there- 
foie surprised to hear any learned judge 
say, according to the law, as it is at pre¬ 
sent, that seat in that house was any 
other than a burthen upon the individuul ' 
elected to that situation. He was not,* 
however, surprised to find that learned 
judge consider a seat in that house a be¬ 
nefit, as it was a stepping stone to the 
bench. But he had not expected that a 
judge upon the bench would lay it down, 
that ail individual for yielding obedience 
to the wiit, had incurred a penalty for 
doing what, if he had not done, would 
have made him-liable to the censure of 
that house.v A person who had a duly 
imposed oA him ought to be sufleied to do 
\i without impediment : but this was an 
involuntary act upon his part, and ought 
not, according to any constitntionai law, 
and he hoped that all such law was not al¬ 
together forgotten, to subject him to any 
snch penalty. It was said in Lord Ray¬ 
mond’s Reports, that judges did not un¬ 
derstand the laws of parliament. T|io 
matter was of small momcRt to him, it 
was even an object of peifect indiffer¬ 
ence, but it was of material importance 
to the Electors of Westminster, and to 
the pri vileges of that house. Ho did nob^ 
make it a subject of complaint. Wbaf 
he mentioned the transaction for was, to 
know whether he was to comply with the 
demand that would be made upon, him, in 
lonsetjueme of the decision of the coutb ' 
below. He applied but for the advice of 
the house, in order, that, by his silently 
submitting to that decision, the privilege 
of that house should not suffer any breast 
in Ms person.”—" The Chancei.i.or of '' 
THiv Excheoui^r did not knowhow to 
addiess the house on this occasion ; in¬ 
deed, ho felt he should apologize for 'of- 
feiing himself, as there w^s iu> motion 
before them. He trusted, however, that 
the house would allow him to state what 
oocurred to him in the view he at present. 
had of the case} and from every attention 
that he could give to the statement of the 
hoSourable baronet, it did not appear to 
him to be a case in which the house could 
hterfere. If the hon. baronet was right 
io bis conception of the law, respecting 
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** the ni!*!ipecttoa of the learned judge, he 
y had been very ill advised by his counsel, 
** rf5t to apply for a review ol the whole 
" case, by a motion for a near trial or by a 
** bill of exceptwm As he apprehended^ 
the case, the action had been brought 
** against the hon baronet for the use which 
he or his agents had made ot certain 
*' erections for hustings, and the facts went 
to be decided upon to a jury The direc- 
** tion of a judge might be rigft or might be 
M^wrong, but in either case that house was 
ndt the proper tribunal m which to have 
*“* the proceedings ot the court below re- 
“ viewed. The course of piactlLe m the 
administration ot law, was in such cases 
** either to proceed by motion to the conit 
out of which the record issued for a new 
*' trial, or by a bijl of exceptions, and if ei- 
*• tber of these had been icsoited to by the 
“ hon baronet and not been successful, 
" t/ure would It no relief foi him It was 
not (oi him to say wlnfther or not the di- 
nctionot the learned indgS.wis coirect, 
*' but the jur\ h id no doubt decided upon the 
evidence produce d toihem of theusi. made 
of thctuctions bj the agents of the hon 
•* btronet lint ais his view of the subject, 
** but it would icmim foi the hon baronit 
" to decide whit com sc he shoild puisic 
to attain any object In. mij have in con 
templalion —“ M,. Coiiwi-v iiiidi ■’ted 
**■ the learned judge fnin the impntatif n of 
having obfiini'd his pi csent i \ ilte I st ition 
by any party seivues, anil conttudtd th it 
" his elevation was iltooethei owing to bis 
** transcendent t dents, as an abli i or more 
upright judge had never sat up n ihc 
't bench — “Inr Silski Rdidnotknow 

that he was not bound, upon atk applica- 
“ tion ot this description to the nouse, to 
/*■ state ■max occuired to him upon the 
** Bubject Undoubtedly, as he understood 
the mattei, the hon member had offcitd 
himselt to the house with perfut resiula- 
" nly, on a tiansaction which appealed to 
, ** him to amount to a breach oi their privi- 
leges. The hon baronet in taking this 
** course had done hts duty, and it was a 
grave question he had submitted to their 
considei ation, so far as it regarded a breach • 
of the privil^s oi that house, and alF ct- 
•f ed the character of an eminent ^verson in 
*•' a high judicial oflice If he (the Speak- 
** er) had bad any notw of such an appfica- 
** tion, if he bad but the slightest intima- 
*' tion of the intention of the bon bnr<>net, 

** he would have endeavoured (o be better 
*' prepared to satisfy his inqbiry. At pre- 
** sent he had to apologise to the hoiifie,* if 
'* he should hot be able to gue that satuiac- 


** tion which on such 'a question was to 
desired The house could not be pHW 
" pared in this instance to give advice totbo 
** bon baronet What he would recoMA 
" mend was, that be should wait, till somi 
practical consequence should result froitf 
** the decision of the com t below, and if IsO 
" should conceive that consequtnee to be » 
“ breach of the privilege of ihe house, hfif 
" could not too soon bring it under thetieW 
“ ot the house, nor could the house tMt 
" soon proceed to take it intoconsideration." 

"-After a few words from Sn F Bur* 

" dett, disclaiming the having brought the 
'* question forward as a omplatnt, hts oh- 
" ject having been to obtain advice ffotit 
“ the house, the matter was allowed to rest 

** there ”-And there, I think, it will 

rest for a long time; foi, I am persuaded, 
that the good sense ot the High Bailift of 
Westminster, joined, as it doubtless will be, 
by the advice of judicious fntnds, will niHI 
sufFei him to push his demand to a seiauieof 

goods and chattels-If the shape and 

manijci, in which bir Inncis brought tbii 
subject forwaid were conspicuously judi* 
cious, the speech of *he Speaker was not^les* 
so He seems to have done precisely as 
much as he ought to have do le, and not a 
titile too much Ihe mere decision ot the 
court below was not tiiougb for the House 
to "ct upon there wa itt 1 the carijing of 
that decision into e(ti.ct, in oidci toenabl# 
the House to tome to some dctevramation as 
to the lemedy lo punnh a membei for 
having oh In lit. to the law which' 

compels him to t ike his <.cat, would certain¬ 
ly bi 1 nnttci fit foi pir'nmtntaij discussion 
inddtiision, but, the pniishment cannot 
lx jaid tube mficted, in ihiscise, until Sir 
Irincis his been ictuallv foried to pay tb© 
mon<»v 01 until it has been taken from him, 
in Ins ^oods and chattels Until th it bap- 
jx nsf 1 e ! is experienced no punishment, 
lui, as to the expenses of d fending the ac¬ 
tion, supposing them to have been incurr^ 
and dcfnytd bj. him (which is not, I be¬ 
lieve, the case), it was hts own voluntary act. 
But, foieseeing whit was likely to tak© 
pbee, foieseeing that, in the legularconrs© 
of legal proceeding , he should be soon call*- 
edupon to piy the amount of the sum ad¬ 
judged against him it c’ertamlv became him 
to apply to the House for advice as to th« 
manner in which he should act, when thf 
call was made upon him for the money, seis¬ 
ing that the House, in its watchfulness over 
Its hnnoui and puiitj, might punish him fcit 
h iving done a thing, which would ai|;ue, 
that It was utterly impossible to take a seat 
the ein, without the aid of the ready mo* 
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n*y.—^Mr. Perceval aajja, that a neu> triaj 
ab^ld have .been applied for; and, (bat, if 
that were refused, “ there would le no re- 
hef," A new trial has been applied for, and 
ruused ; or, at least, so I have read in the 
newspapers; and, of course, according to 
Mr. Perceval's opinion. Sir P'lancis, and 
every other man m Ins situation, has no re* 
lief; and, c\ery man, upon whom the elec* 
too of any place may think proper to impose 
the duty of representing them in parliament, 
ia certain to incur a punishment. If he re- 
fiue obedience to the king's command to at* 
tend in parliament, the House will punish 
Ibiin, and must punish him, if they do their 
duty, and they may punish him by both fine 
and imprisonment, and continue to do so re* 
pcat«]ly, until he does obey the king's com* 
maod. If, on the other hand, he obey the 
command, the returning odicer punishes 
hina by making him pay a bill of expenses; 
for, observe, that, if Sir Francis's statement 
be correct, the merely taking the seat, that 
is to say, the obeying of the king’s com- 
nand, is, of itself, ts be consideied as proof, 
that he owes the amount of those expenses, 
^fay. he may, it this be law, be punished 
hath ways, bust, foi having disobeyed the 
king’s command, and, then, the moment he 
does obey it, for having olicyed it.-- ■ I sliall 
be told, may be, that the House would not, 
in fact, have been thus severe; and, that the 
persons, who generally therein agitate ques* 
tiona, would ^lave scorne'd to utter a word of 
complaint against Sir Francis, if he iud not 
entered the House till doomsday. This 
no^y, possibly, be true enough; but, then, 
wbat wpuld become of the representation of 
Westminster? " Oh’'exclaim a thousand 
•ager voices, “ I would, with all my soul 
have supplied his place, and would have 
paid the High BailiiF, dinners and ail, 
without saying one single word about 
“ the matter.” I belicie, gentlemen, 
that, for once in your lives, you speak 
th^troth. But, there is still a diiHculty ; 
for, how will you find the means of convin* 
cing the electors of Westminster, that you 
wilt npt, or would not, if in your power, 
endeavour, nay take care, to lick yourselves 
whole again ? When J was at Honiton, 
Itie electors of that place told me, in plain 
Boglish, that a member, who pledged him* 
self to take nothing from the goiernroent, 
«Bd not suit them ; for that, they knew too 
much of mankind to suppose, that, except 
in very peculiar cases, men would expend 
lltfir money without a reliance upon a re- 
imbttrsement, and even upon a profitable 
retnin; “ which,” said they, " is veitSed 
I* in your condoct; for you will not cx> 


" pend a penny to moisten a poor ^in's-lipt 
*' this hot weather." I endeavoured M 
shew them, that whatever they received! in' 
this way, they were, in the end, comped 
to refuted with more than Jew-Iike interest. 
Vor that, the amount of the candidate’s re¬ 
imbursement exceeding his expenditure, it 
followed, upon their own principles, that 
the people must be the loser. “ For In* 
“ stance,” said I, " the gentleman, to 
” whom you are now going to give your 
“ votes, will 'receive, in consequence of 
" your siifiiages, s^’3,000 a year. Tthni, 
*' in four years, amounts to ^’12,000, and; 

according to your own statement, he 
*' purchases yoi.r votes, or rather, to soften 
the thing, he give* you, after you have 
" voted, about <^2,000. So that, you 
“ must be the loseis by the amount of 
" £6* 10,000 at every election” ** No,’* 
answered they ; “for the 2,000 is divi* 
“ ded amongst all the nation, and the 
“ a£’2,000 amongs’ only about 400 of os.” 
“ But,” replied I, “if the electors of every 
“ other place act upon your principle, then 
“ you must bear a share of the loss sustained 
“ upon the whole.” “ Aye,” rejoined 
they, “ but there are but few electors in the 
“ whole; and, therefore, however the 
“ whole nation may lose, we, who have 
*' the voting for members of parliament, 

“ gain." “ So, then,” concluded I, " the 
“ advantage is leserved solely for those who 
“ are ready to pel jure thenrulves; this, 

“ according to you, is the birth-ii^it of 
“ Fnglishmen; that there are amongst 
“ them, some who are ready to take bribes 
“ and false oaths, and that the rest of the 
“ people are to be taxed by them, and for 
“ their advantage.” Being thus penned up, 
they toldfte, that 1 was a metbodist parson, 
and that I might go and preach to4|e devil; 
for that they should remain staunch to Ih^r 
religion, and their parson, who, in fact, 
was one of the most violent clamourers for 
my opponent.——Very different are the 
principles, by which 1 know the electors o^^ 
Westminster, or, at least, a great majority 
of .than, to be actuated. They want no 
pay for voting: they do not desire to thrive 
thy the distresses and miseries of the nation 
at large; they desire representatives, who 
will seek no emolument fiom the national 
purse ; and, of course, they desire that 
tbos£ representatives should be loaded with 
no burthen but merely tliat of the duties 
imposed upon them .—-Surely, nothing was 
ever more reasonable than this; nothing, 
considering the general state of Uie repre- 
sentdtipn, more praise'Wortliy; yet have 
the beastly hirelings of the preM not failed^ 



g{Ve tp this procMding, 6 a the mrt of 
Sir Frandis Burdett, the character of /action. 
Of faction ! What, is it factious to main* 
’taio) or to endeavour to niaintam, the uif* 
depjable principles of that constitution, for 
the preservation of which we are called 
upon to spend our ^’last shilling, and to 
shed our last drop ot blood ?" Not a day 
passes over our hoods but we are reminded 
of* the exo^Ilence of this constitution, and 
of the shame and infamy and misery which 
would speedily follow its destruction. 
^Agr eed ! Perfectly agreed ! ‘And what does 
i9lihi(rancis Burdett ask, but the practice of 
Mhis very constitution; being, doubtless, of 
fixed opinion, that, if laws are opt observ¬ 
ed, they are, in feet, destroyed, as to all 
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and reason of the nation were to be'idlei 
by the use of this name j iost as If it 
anything to do with the High ^alUfl 
Watminster suing Sir Francis Bu^ett for 
the expenses of taking the election. Aud', 
as to malice, was there any malice in hit 
asking the advice of the Honourable House'f 
He did no more. If the House advised hin^ 
to pay the demand ; if they advised hint fo 
sniAnitto be punished for having obeyed tte 
king’s command, in taking his seat, why tlMRw 
it was; he would have paid the money} for 
he made no compliant, and said that tho 
payment was a matter of perfect indifibrenct 


to him. 
nOurable 


I should sut 
House would 


pose, that the Ho* 
have considered ft 


as a compliment to its wisdom, to have its 


their good purposes, and that they insensibly advice asked upon such a matter, particular^ 


become instruments of deception and op¬ 
pression } that they cast forth darkness and 
misery, instead of light and happiness ~ 
It being evident, that, generally speaking, 
men pursue first their private interests, it 
follows, that, if men expend money tor the 
purpose of obtaipjng seats dn parliament, 
they have it in view to get a large profit by 
such expenditure, and will, of course, use 
the means of securing such profit. The 
iind of profit may differ. Some may prefer 
baubles to hard solid cash ; hut, the e^Yect, 
as to the natiou, will be pretty nearly the 
same, in the end. And, this being the 
case, it is quite cleir, that whoever wishes 
to see a corrupt House of Commons, will 
surely be ag advoc.iie for expemive elections. 
•——One thing surprized me not a little, 
and that was, that the the famous 

advocates for PAKLiAMtNTAKY Rffoum, 
did not say one word, when Sir Francis 
jcallcd upon the whole House lor advice. 
They had, formerly, ptepaied very elabo¬ 
rate schemes for the causing of elections to 
be Jreej and, one would have expected 
it was not, certainly, too much to expect; 
that, when they saw, that there had been 
one free election in England, one reallt/ free 
election, tlxey would base found some naeans 
or other of ^ging in a word in approbation 
of it, even tf they had abstained from 
saying any thing upon the subject aif that 
aduice which the Baronet was so anxiods to 
obtain. But, alas! they had, in the fat^l 
interim, been in power themselves. They 
themselves had tasted of the honey; and, 
which was of more weight in the influencing 
of their conduct, they hoped, though in 
vain I believe, to taste of it again. — The 
newspapers, some of them, apeak of Sir 
Francis Bnrdett’s conduct as malicioltt, and 
take care, by book or by crook, to bripg in 


as Sir Francis stated, that it was purely front 
tenderness for the honour of the Honourable 
House, and from a fear of incurring their 
displeasure, that he had asked their advice. 
But, tliere are some men, whom nothing 
will please. Censure them, and they elu 
you abusive; pay a compliment to their 
feelings, and they say you are malicious. 

Population. -In another part of tbik 

sheet will be found a Post Script from Mf. 
Arthur Young, from which I j^rceive, and 
with unfeigned sorrow, that that gentle¬ 
man IS very angry with me, who certainly 

never intended to give him any offence. . 

I said, in the passage, to which be alludes 
(see page /O 9 of this volume), that 1 knew 
of no return to tlw population act, which 
could enable Mr. Young to state wbat teas 
the population of England and Wales in the 
year 1 / 20 . It ajipcars, from what he noST 
says, tli.it there was a calculation made upon 
the subject, by a Mr. Rickman, who waa 
appointed to collect and make an abstract of 
theparorhial returns; and it is, it seeats, 
upon this calculation that Mr. Young makes 
his statement. The act required, that the 
several rectors, vicars, curates, Ac. Ac. 
should make out returns, 1 st, of the num¬ 
ber of inhabited houses and families, and 
uninhabited houses; 2 d, of the total num¬ 
ber of persons, exclusive of soldiers and 
sailors; 3rd, of the number of persons em¬ 
ployed in trade, manufactures, or hjmdl- 
crah ; 4th, of the number of baptisms and 
burials, at stated peuods, from 1700 to 
ISOO; and 5th, of the number of marriages 
in each year, from i 734 downwards to 
IbOO. FVom these returns Mr. Rickman ' 
made up wlwt is' allied the Population ab¬ 
stract; but, the abstract contained the an¬ 
swers to the first, second, and third questions 
only. Theie has since, it appear^ been 


lase care, py nooK or oy crooK, lu uripg ni umjr. aucic ima uocu 

the name of Vespard, Just a? if sense j something else made out by Me. Riickman, 
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qjion tb« answeiB t« (be 4tb and Jith ques- 
itioD^; but, I must see those answers betoi e 
I can torm any judgment os to the probability 
ot Mr Rickman’s being able to make a 
calculation upon them I should think, 
from what I have seen and what 1 Inve 
lieaid, that it IS quite impossibls: to obtain, 
except m some cases, cornet answeis to 
the fourth and fifth questions, and, if theie 
had not been some vei^ git it difiicidts attend- 
It, how comes if that Mr Kickmin 
not include those answti-j m his general 
;^stract ^ If the patish books had been 
)tept in such a ws) as to cnabie the Rector, 
ike to nnke out the insweis at all, those 
^swers (ould have been in idi. out much 
Xoonerthin the answers to the toimii qnes 
lions Bar, my opinion is, th it the ans 
'Weis to the 4th and 5th questions could not 
be uiac'e out, except in the way of guess, 
for any period farther back thin loiiy or 
bfty yeirs 1 hen comes tl e Lohulation , met 
though the principle of that cilculuion miy 
be fair enough, yet, when we cunsidei, how 
those religious sects have gi idinlly climiii sh¬ 
ed, who neither buried iioi biplised iii the 
Church of hug and, it is evident thit the 
tnxteiidls foi such a calculation n Ust be very 
{{^fcctive In sliuit, 1 look upon such a 
calculation to fjiove nothing, especnlly 
tvhenl consider the motive by which the 
employeis of Mr Rickman wcie actuated 
in the whole of the undtitikUo — My 
decayed towns and villagis, mv luge 
churches an 1 Ii indfuls of parisliu ncis, ind 
my down sides, once cultici c 1 with u h 
surpiizmg Idbuui iiid piin-i, ind now I ihc 
^mcHUJt of mihi 111 of Cl s hnguKiiUi- 
V3tcU, all t'c c irguinciits, ivli Young 
says, Ijivt I cm long a,) itlii i-d by him 
1 sliouid, withe lit the L sr alkcli in, be 
much obliged to him tot i cuiCticeto (he 
particul ir |) lit of his uscxul wnks, where 
the retu alu ii is to he found , foi itpic»- iit, 
I am thcioughiy couviucod, that luis coun- 
tiy w is once ini’ch moie j i ulous ti ati it 
p^tvis JIow IS It pcisxibL to acce 11 It lot 
the existence cf i church cipiblccf cen 
taifting a thousand people, in aphcc where 
the habitations I ow coiisift (t ifum house 
oi two and I few miserable huts, c ircely 
fit foi men to dwell in ’ How is it possible 
to accoont toi this in iny oi cr way than 

that ot a dt crease in the population ^-1 

still am of opinion, however, tliat the 
question ot population h id siothing at all to 
qo with that of cotn and sugar , for, if it 
did appear, tint, m propoition to the popu¬ 
lation, more malt was made iormctly than 
is now mide, what would be the evident 
caused why, thatsciAe is now diunk even 


by the farmers themselves; and that *thc 
labouring man, who used to dilpk beer, 
has now, by the excise-laws, been diiveo 
to the well or the pump. It is, m almos; aU 
cases, the many who make the consumption 
as well as the ci cation of things 'Xcr’be 
sure wo now see some huge breweiics, which 
liave arisen out of the Walpolian system 
(foi ever accuised •) , but we do not con- 
sidei, (hat a million of little breweries have 
been annihilated Now you will not find a 
man, wno lives by bis daily labour, brew 
his own beer, formerly it was as rare to 
meet with one who did not This is f^'" 
great cause ot a falling oft in the quantity 
of mall uncle in Lngluici 1 here is not so much 
bccr diunk by those who foi me rly drank beer, 
'lb'’! thepopuluicn his been iiicieasiiigsince 
thcLlccoliitioii IS probable, the long ind bloody 
snuggles, and the unceitiii cy of pioperty, 
liom ibout 1045 to l680, must have greuly 
diminished the population of the country, 
but, my aigiuncnts of the large churche,, 
&.C , apply to a former period, and w ere used 
mcicly for the puipose of shewing, that 
the laud of Knglancl istapable of suppoit- 
ing a much gieatet numbci of persons than 

it now his to ‘uppoit-A toriespoiidinf. 

(IT) whose lettci will he found in n other 
put of this sheet, bungs me bick, for a 
moment to the com and sngu question I 
think 1 know the hand wilting, and, if I 
am ii^ht in tint usjiect, I look upon this 
lettci IS no bad proof ot m> hivine, in my 
eii civouis a, to tlnsmittei, be n snccess- 
fill, foi, the wiitei tells cue, ?lnt 1 have* 
cinnii d h III, and I know him to I c i 
tiuU Hide pc 11 cut mill, a m iii who Ins no 
piiticulii in crests at stake, on the oiicsidoor 
oi the (thci , 1 nun acciut med to rc isun 
accur iel\, and to decide with gre,u dclibc- 
ritif 11 111 cm , the man, of all men whom 
1 know in (he woild, whose judgment I 
wo 11 \vi h, upon any ijnestion wlntcvcr, 
to hue upi u my side, because 1 know, 
that, to ^icat talents and wisdom, he joins 
in impiitiahty which no ronsideraticn can 
w up- 1 as well as he, could have wish¬ 

ed, ond, indeed, now wish, to see the in- 
tciidcu bill mciely a bill of /amission Ue- 
stnt tidbs upon trade are, ninety-uine times 
out of a hmidred, impolitic, and not unfie- 
<juently unjust, and, I am of opinicn, that 
It would be niiuh better foi the West India 
Plantcis now to open a competition to them, 
and leave their sugar {mloadtd u.ithprevious 
duties) to vie with the barley. Wi‘h gieat 
defeiciue to 1. T, I must, however, say, 
that I^think it cairying the notion of an ev 
post Jacto law a little too far, to apply it to 
a case like this. Particular interests mast 
•N. 
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Vnade to give way to the* general good, able to Have a great mar^ ^oeral attai|ar» 
There cad he no doubt that theparticu* that though they, donbtlessi are, quiteahn^ 
lar interests of die distillers would suner from bear the expense, yet, th^ are not always ahw 
the ftoppage of theii trade, in tunes of scarn tofindoutanexcuseforitthatwillsaiistytheoct* 
city; but, such a measure would certainly selves, and, which is of infinitely greater im- 
be 'proper, and could not, reasonably, be portance, that will satisfy their wives, who* 

complained of as an ex post facto law.- are very much addicted to reckon sucl^ 

There are, 1 hear, petitions coming forward expenses as so much subtracted from those 
in favour of the intended mejiuiej so that enjojinents, of which they are justly enti- 

the,Housc will find the subject icady discus- lled^ to a share. —As a farmer's frolic, 

sed to their hands. This picinature discus- tiiciefore; as a little truantship from the 
sion is, however, the woik of the barley- dominion of the petticoat, the thing was,^ 

wrowers. They began it, and they have, I pei haps, excuseable, and brother Scut might" 

deprived themselves of that ctiancc have merit in the invention; but, if ho 
> 4 jf success, which want of time for thought carried the jest so far as to patch up, from 
would have given them. Nothing, surely, ten limes borrowed resolutions, a manifesto 
was ever more indecent than the ojipcisition against an intended act of pailiament, then, 
which ihey commenced. The leport was he exposed his clients to the contempt of 
not printed until ten days after they began their more sober and sensible neighbours, 
to call meetings and to condemn the mea- Of this description are, I dare say^ 

sure. It was, thqiefore, im/)o«r//efor them almost the whole of the meetings w'e have 
to be acquainted with tiie evidence, upon read of, in the several^counties. It is the 

which the committee had made its report to huge fairaers only who assemble; large 
the House; and yet they, m terms (ho most fanners do not woik themselves ; they love 

unqualified, set up a clanloions eonderana- a Jovial dinner; they keep brave horses to 

tion.--There has'oeeii, I peregive, .n meet- iide ; and a day of frolic beyond the ani- 

ing of Yeomen farmeis, at Winchester, con- madvers'on nf the petticoat, is a day snatch* 
sisting, ceitamly, of very respectable men, cd from fate. This is the light, in which I, 
as lar as the list of names at the bottom wcie 1 a member of paihament, shoul^ 
of the adveitisement, enables me to judge ; view these manifestoes. I should trace them 
but, it IS with no small satisfaction that I to theii fust causes; I should see the attor- 
undersland, that Sir Henry Mildmay w'as iiey, or his cleik, copj'ing them from old 
not present. It is no deiogation horn Ins iitvvspapeis; and, of course, should be 

■ character to say, that I believe him to have veiy caicful how 1 rcgaided them as contain- 

spoken against the raeasuie, without full mg the real sentimegts of even the persons 
coiisideratKJlf; and, I shall be veiy glad to by whom they were subscribed. , 

see, that time has altered Ins opmiun, and RIh Fai mer -After much talking 

has induced him to letiact an error, into about, this gonilemari’s case is again before 

which any man might have fallen. As to pailmnent; and it must give satisfaction to 
his colleague, what he may happen to flo is, eveiy lovci of fair dealing to see that justice, 
with me at least, u matter of very little i:n- or something like justice, is, at last, to be 

poitance.-^The meeting at Winchester done him ’"Mriwslioil view of his case is , 

was so meagrely attended as to excite verj ht- this :-He was the author of that excel- 

tle interest. It wa«!, m all probability, siig- limt plan of conducting the post-office of 

gested by some businessless attorney, on the the kingdom, wh.ch is admired by all those 
preceding market-day, ^s the means of in- who have considcied it, and the advantages 

suring to himself, fur once in his life-time, of which to the nation have been immense, 

a good hearty dinner of roast-beef and in all tly; ways, in which an establishment 

plumb-pudding, at which, in compensation of this suit c.m he advantageous to a natio^. 

for his vigils, ho might half '.ursi himself-If his plan succeeded, he was to be re- 

with the juice of the grape, in di inking sec- immeiated accordingly, than which nothing 
'cess to the consumption of bailey. Great could be mote fair. The clear revenue of 
care was taken ^by officious and faithful' the post-office was, before, comparatively, 
brotlicr Scut, i Suppose) to mention the a trifle. If it ro'-e, in consequence of the 

afi«Ber in calling the meeting; and, as the adoption of his plan, to a certain amount, 

most moving piece of eloquence, this men- be was to receive a ceitain per cemage upon 

tion was reserved for the close. The truth that overplus. But, at the same time, it 

is, that this meeting, like most others of the was agreed, that Mr. Palmer should be an 

kind, appeals to h.tve been a mere apology officer in the post-office, under the posts 

for a dinner; and, if 1 am reminded, that master general, and that lie should assist in 

the geuUemeo, attending it, are at all times carrying his plan into elIccC; fur the hlliug 
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* . .T ho» he hegto with the public. He 

entered upon his office, and the post-office 
rerejine speedily attaint the aipount which 
gave liim a per centage. But, soaiotiine pre¬ 
vious to the year 1799 . he was dtuntsscd 
from-his office, on account of alledged misr 
behaviour j and, upon demanding his per¬ 
centage, was told, that be had failed in that 
pan of his bargain, which obligpd hint to 
assist in carrying his phn into execution ; 

therefore, the bargain became void; 
that be had no claim to the peicentage $ and 
that, of course, he had only to accept of 
what the minister (who had dismissed him) 
chose to give him. Such was the decision 
of Pitt; and I need hardly say, that it was 
also the decision of one of his Houses of 
Commons.——The claim has now been re¬ 
vived. Mr. Oeorge Rose is opposed to 
this intended waste of the public money ' 
And he and his right trusty and well-be¬ 
loved Mr. Charles Long (Mr. Thomas Steele 
is apt in the House now, I believe,) 
reprobatp the claim ; insist, that the salary 
t|nd percentage were to be inseparable ; and, 
vf course, that Mr. Palmer could claim np 

percentage, unless he kept his office-1 

aay that such was not the bargain ; and the 
proof is this, that Mr, Palmer was peitamly 
in his senses, aad that no man in ids senses 
would voluntarily have made a bargain, 
which could be bind'Og only upon bimsclf. 

He was to have a great resvaid fora griat 
public service; but, as it was in the alno/ule 
power of the other contracting party t> dis¬ 
miss him at any moment, it iseiident, that, 
if the claim to the percentage was to cease 
^ong with the possession of tho office, he 
could not have a raumeiU’s eeemityfor his 
reward. It is an abuse of w'ords to call 
etich a thing a Inrgain ; antfThoiigh a sharp 
lawyer might get a man iqset hw hand to it, 
that must be a villainpus court ut equity, in 
which it would not be overset.-Mr. Pal¬ 

mer might misbehave himself in his office, 
though 1 do not beheve he did, and I think 
liw dismission is no bad pi esuniptive proof 
or it. But, we all know how many ways 
there are, in winch a man may offend 3 nii- 
pisteroru minister’s jackal 1; and weall know, 
that if such be the case, he is pretty sure to 
be dismissed froinany office that he msy hold, *" 
during that minister's pleasure. Isil, therefore, 
probable, that Mr. Palmer, or any other 
man with an understanding above that of an 
oyster or periwinkle, would have made the 
bargain here spoken of? If Pitt had said to 
him in plain terras; •* You shall have so 
•' nadcli money for your invention, while 
•f yiiu continue jn tuph an ; but, iperk 


whenever I please:" if this had bebnsatd to 
Mr Palmer or, if he had thought that the 
agreement could possibly have been raadt^ to* 
receive this constipctiop, can any one ipja* 
gino that he would have communicated his 
inventidh to the government ? Can any one 
believe, that a man would have thus em¬ 
ployed his own talents and merits for the 
purpose of making himiielf one of the vitest 
dependents that ever existed upon the face 

of the earth ?-But, the House of Com-, 

mons, in 1799 ,''rejrctediliis claim, and there/ 
is no new evidenLe, says Mr. Long, ‘ 

port of it. Mr. Rose says, that the question 
was decided in the House, in 1799, hy a 
majority of I t'l to 28 ; and, that, if the 
House now grant the prayer ot Mr. Palmer, 
it “ will shake its honour €tnd character m ore 
" than any thing within tils recollection" 
Good God I Let the House look to it then ; 

for.but. It is useless to proceed : the 

reader’s recollertion wil} fill up the chasm. 
—This was Pitt’s way. When once he 
had got the House to do^any thing, he used 
to lell them fthat they were eternally blasted 
if they did not stick to it, and even iollow it 
up. I wel) remember how lie used to call 
for voles upon the sole giound of their having 
already voted in the same spirit, and to tell 
them, almost in so many words, that they 
weie a parcel ot inconsistent fellows if they 
boggle il at It for a single qioment. — But, 
Mr. Ro-.e, this is another parliament. The 
walls .ne the same; the literal^iouse is the 
same ; but the figurative liouse is another, 
and I wish 1 could say a very different one. 
True, a House of Commons did lejcct the 
claim of Mr. Palmer ; and a House ofCorp- 
nions did pass a bill of attainder agaipSt 
Russel and Sidney, but another House of 
Commons repealed that bill of attainder, and 
were not aftaid of their honour and character 
being shaken by the act.——It is*clear j-it 
wants no proot, no evidence to support the 
fact, that Mr. Palmer never could piean to 
make his hoped-for and expected rewfird de¬ 
pend Upon bis continuance in office, or, in 
othe’’ words, upon the mere whim of the 
miniver of the day, let him be who be 
might. Besides, what was be to be in office 
ibr ? Why, to assist ip carrying bis plf^n ipto 
execution 3 to assist in making the plan suc¬ 
ceed. Well, then, the plan did succeed^ 
the public are, and long have been, in pos¬ 
session of its immepse benefits: sp that 
there appears to be not the shadow of an 
objection to the claim of fjie percentage, 
and ffiis, as far as I understand, it all tb^ is 
intended to be granted.—-! wish the Htf^ 
Longs and the Roses hai been M 
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itt miaitance of other datme. 
There are a£30>D6o gone to Dr,^ Jenner, and 
•fvr what, tet the people of Ringwood say.. 
Thefe hare been, I believe, a' handrra* 
'fboi^nd pounds granted to the negro-ctvU 
lizers of Sierra Leone ; and, away goes the 
scheme in smoke. But here is a sbheme - 
which was sensible and practicable. It has 
been tried j it has succeeded: its benefits 
have been^ enjoyed for a series of years ; 

. they are still enjoyed, and will be enjoyid 
ages to come. Here would be a fit object 
^r national liberality; but,* Mr. Palmer 
none; he only asks for his own; he 

* Unerely demands that which is unjustly de¬ 
tained from him ; and, if he is tp receive 
no redress from the parliament, from whom 
is he to receive it, and who will ever trust 
the nation again ? It is odd enough, that, 
when sinecure places are the topic, the per- 
soni Who oppose this claim are amongst the 
foremost to talk of the sacredness of national 
bargains. Never mind the amount, say 
they, the place has beei\ granted, and the 
nation must abide by the grant. Tell them 
of the enormous amount of the Marquis of 
Buckingham’s place: no matter, say they, 
he has the place, and he must receive the 
revenue of it, be it what it may. Two years 
of that place is worth all Mr Palmer's cl.iun 
for ten years, 'lire fact is. I dare say, that 
they found Mr. Palmer what they call, in 
their Whiteludl slang, an intractable man. 
The man had merit; he could not help 
knowing 4 i}at; and he was incapable of 
trugfeiing to pompous ignorance. This, I’ll 
engage, was his only sin; but, it was a 

-^^uniper; it was a sin never to be for¬ 
given. It is from such causes that the 
^iblic affairs are so frequently mismanaged. 
To bp capable of managing jbem argues the 
possession of talents and spirit; 'and who, 
that possesses talents and spirit, will quiet¬ 
ly submit to the control of that stupidity 

• an.d arr^ance, which will frequently bear 
sway where the qualifications for office are 

.such as I need not describe.—— 

lifr. Rankes, who, it appears, opposes this 
claim, did not, any more than Mr. Rose or 
Mr. l^ng or Mr. Sturges, oppose ti;te vote 
of 40,0001. to pay the debts of Pitt. Nay, 
no one opposed it, though, if Sir Francis 
Burdett had been in the Hou.se, I trust, He 
would have opposed it. Was that forty thou¬ 
sand ppunds as well merited as the ^,0001. 
now to be paid to Mr. Palmer? There is not 
a just man in the kingdom but will answer, 
NO. This, Mr. Bankes calls an extrava¬ 
gant demand; but, it is not the mere^monnt 
of any demand that makes it extravagant. The 
demaqd of • guinea for e pound of li^pef is 



guineas'for half of 4n dx. 

asks for no more than his due, agiec^^"^^ 
Uie undenied terras of whathesays lsaco^i* 
tract. Disprove the contract, and he !e 
titled to nothing { but, if the contract iM . 
recognised, the demand^ cannot be extravay 
gant. Hiere is, too, in the present case, 
this peculiar circumstance,' that you ao* 
knowledge tohave^ai««f by the contract} 
and, tbat.it is only his share of the gains' 
that Mr. f'almer demands. Had the nation 
lost by the contract; or, had the gain been 
matter of doubt, there might have 'been 
some room for sbnffie. It would have been 
disgraceful, indeed; it would have been 
abhorrent from the character of Englishmen, 
amopgst whom the sacredness of pecuniaij 
engagements is jnculciited in the common 
and cmphaiical phrase: ** a bargain is a 

bargain.'* Still, however, there wotfid 
have been room for .some men to shuffle; but, 
in the present case, I am almost ready to say, 
that i would defy an American to find out* 
pretext for shuffling 

Botley, lytli AJiiy, 1808. > 

FOSTSCRIFT FROM HR. A. YOUIt& 

Sir. —In your observations on Mr. Cok^ 
speech to the Norfolk meeting you have 
this passage.—“ Where did Mr. Young 
** learn that the nunibei was 5,5ti3,000 in 
" 1720 ? Not by the return to the act,” 

“ or, at least, I never saw or heard of 
such return I am of opinion, that he 
“ has now spoken from no better autborit|r 
than that of Gregory King, who, indeed 
was so minute and accurate a gentieman 
that he included in his estimate, the 
" number of rabbits in Englaiid and 
“ Wale s,"—No w, Mr. Cobbett, whirt 
right could you have to accuse pae of so 
ouensive a want of respect to the commit^ 
as to state a matter of information as derived 
fropi specific authority, which, so far from 
having foundation, was built only on 
vague guesses of-a political speculator ? Sir, 
i did nut merit this injurious supposUion. 
You have no occasion lu go back to 
King, because, if you will put on yofir 
spectacles when you next examine the pepii^ 
lation report on the return to the 4lst of 
the King, you will find a table of progresi^W 
slate of population from jyoo to 1 ^ 1 , 
But if you knew of this document 
rejected it, I leave you to settle that muft'd)^ 
with Mr. Rickman ; I certainly accept. 
authority in decided preference to yhuir 
cases to prove our depopulation; ytmr 
ruined towns—your large churches—ryout 
marks of the plough—your down ndea 
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ami all yvuti oU^ear-nraoft tX decUoe in oam> 
liers (most wUm were orged by Dr Ft ice 
asd Mr» JFacktoo and were refuted by me 
more than thirty years ago; the returns to 
the population act have bufliciently proved 
who was right) these methods of depi easing 
« fair adverkary, (than whom no man mote 
adniires your talents) rarely answer longer 
than for a moment;—the triumph is short; 
>—and you will certainly admit that did 
not produce to the committee the authority 
of a writer who mistook rabbits fot women. 
Although you aie ready to declare that the 
lingular fact I piodured has nothing to do 
with the mam question, you must permit 
me to think very dittWcnily. It ought tp 
comince the legislatuie that barley is the 
last object upon which to triake expeiiments; 
that depressing consumption is not the way 
lo encourage production , these truths, so 
obvious to plain understandings, are denied. 
Sir, by the evident tendency of all ^ou 
have written on this business of the dislilleiy. 
I am, &C. - A KTH L K 1 OU NG. 

COHN aOAlNST SUGVR. 

Si*, -1 am a constant reader ®f your 

cacellent Political Registei, and a great ad¬ 
mirer of the powesful reasons, and your clear 
iTnd strong manner of stating them, with 
which you generally support your opinions j 
and, ior the most part, 1 accede to those opi¬ 
nions. And I have accordingly had great 
pleasure in reading your reflection!, on the 
measure now in pailiament, for peimitiing 
the sugar-plapters of our West India islands 
to distil, for the use of the inhabitau'. of 
Great fiiitain, the great quantities of sugar 
they have lately been imported into England, 
and which they cannot otherwise dispose of 
to their advantage. Your reasonings upon 
this subject convinced me pernns- 

aion ought to be granted to them; but they 
did not thoroughly convince me that the bill 
that is now in parliament, ought, in its pre- 
aeot form, to pass; because, I understtmd 
that this bill does not onl) grant a permission 
to the su^ar planters to distill their sugars, 
liat*proAtiits the grower* of bailey from dis- 
dUing their corn: and this 1 thought lather 
bard upon them, as it was depriving them by 
an ex postjacto law (excuse the expression 
borrowed from the Latin language, as I don't 
Know bow so readily lo express the nntter 
in plain English,) of the liberty of employing 
their corn in the manner in which they might 
have intended to employ it when (hey sowed 
k in their flelds. In general I have an aver¬ 
sion to restrictions and prohibitions ; and es¬ 
pecially to such as arc unexpected and con¬ 
trary tc the views that the persons who are 
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the objects.of them, might justly and retbon- 
ably have entertained with respect*^to the uS» 
of their property, as this prohibition to tbo 
/Torn growers seemed to be. And I SQme- 
what wondered thst you had not, in your 
former discussions of this subject, exprEised 
your disapprobation of this prohibition. But, 
now I perceive, hv your ypsterd.iy’s Regis¬ 
ter, that you agree with me in this seiili- 
meni 5 and, therefore, I now earnestly @nd 
confidently hope, that jour ..rguments will 
have ihe effect of procuring success to thiy 
picsent bill figr the relief of the poor sugaft 
piaiiters, without that prohibitury 
against the corn growers. For the pl^Uer^ 
arc really in great distress, and justly entitled 
to the attention and compassion of govern- 
nieiit, by all practicable and reasonable me¬ 
thods ; and are, as you rightly observe, the 
subjects of the crown as much as the inhabi¬ 
tants and natives of Great Britain itself. And 
the arguments of Mr. Arthur Young and Mr. 
Wakefield, against the intended permission 
to the sugar planters, when unaccompanied 
with the prohibition to the corn growers, 
appear to me,to have befcn thoroughly refu¬ 
ted and overthrown by the answers you have 
given them.-1 remain your obedient ser¬ 

vant,—!. T.—May 15, 1808. 

COHN AGAINST SUGAR. 

Sir, -1 have read w'lth much pleasure,. 

your veiy excellent address to the Ereehold- 
cisof Hampshire, and I think tbecountiy 
highly indebted to yon, for the clear elucida¬ 
tion of the subject therein given.* "Tlicie is, 
however, one pait of your statement (in 
which Mr. Wakefield appears to acquiescu)^ 
not quite concct. You assume that the corn 
used in the distilleiies ii, as/ood “ thrown, 
away.” Tins is not the fact, for of the' 
470,000 qis. of grain used (as the Report of 
the Committee states) in the British distille- 
iies, there remain after the extiact is made 
300,000 qrs. of grains. There is also a very 
considerable quantity of wash left after the 
spirit is drawn from the extract of the corn. 
These grains and wash are used in the feed¬ 
ing of cattle, which must otherwise be fat¬ 
tened on corn. This statement however, so 
fit at- it*goes diminishes the value of the dis¬ 
tilleries as a granary. For if grain be pro- 
Ixbitcd in the manufacture of spirits, there 
must still be a quantity of corn used either 
ior feeding cattle or making bread to supply 
that deficiency of food occasioned by (he 
want df the refuse of the corn distilleries. In 
estiinaluig the value of three quarters of 
grains (fhe refuse after the extract is made), 
to be equal in the production of food to one 
quarter of barley, I think I am rather under 
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'ti^Qiark. Upon this sup^ition, Iiowpycar, 
in'case the distilleries should bcoonipeliwto 
use sugar timead of corn, 100,000 qts of 
barley would be required for produc* g lint, 
food which IS now sup > itd front the di-til 

}enf!A-1 must siy, Mr Cobbetl, tint bc- 

« fore so gLiicidl ind determined un opposition 
to this mejsuu had bet i nistd tin nqhcut 
c the connliy it would h i\o hc''n but dccrnt 
to h^ve w ited till tli,. rt{.o t of tht. t c mmit- 
tee, and tiu evultiit otm btfcit it, had 
A“en prmte 1, in oidi, t' u the piinciples, on 
'*'»hnli lu pull hill m of (oin^n the 'istdlc 
ItoiijitK I ltd 'tii,;hi Invt, btt» < tlm- 
• lyco^idticd ind tiiiJ^ distiissed Ihe le- 
poH nid tin. app idi' nc now before me, 
and it ail) i li luco «h iteter is to bb placed 
on the op lon if Mi \rthui Young and 
Mr Wiktheld (the gicit tbtmpions of the 
agneuit Ml inttrtsi), ih puihibiiion of the 
use of com in the di tilleiies is a mi isme 
netonl) ht ind piopir in itstlf, but sgeh as 
the minisicMof the country ne bound to do 
all in then powci tocair) into diet'- On 
Mr Young b ing iskcd*' Gl Under the 
piooable cncumsftinces of'jhe country 
with respeci lo the supply of foicign 
" grain, cau we look forw »d to the tficcts 
“ of a short crop or mi'dew, or a wet Inr- 
“ vest without apprehension ’A \ot 
“ uithout gtcat appriktnsi «” In fact, 
(he whole tenor of his ansuiri upon which 
you have so ably commenteci in the Rtgisler 
of last week proves the gi eat d s^-css tins 
ronntiy would siifitr in the event of a sho*-t 
crop, airffdVtfii with a plentiful harvest time 
Woyu be a deficiency m the usud supj ly 
^ to the amount of the irnpoitition Mt 

Wakefield after stating the avciage annual 
importation fiom ISOO to 1800, to be 
f,447,500 qis , was asked, ''Do you con- 
“ ceivethat weaielikclv to hive a supply 
equal lo ttie average ot the last five years, 
in the present state of tin ope > A Know- 
tng the poits of the Biltic to be shut 
against us, I should s i), cert nnly not I 
know that the importations ftom Americi 
" have been very tiifiitig I, idled Q Must 

you not then apprehend that tlieic will 
" be a great scarcit) of giant in the market ’ 
A. Ine present prices of wheit besfsp<»ak 
the contrary fact at this moment lul if 
d short harvest was to tahe plate next* 
** year, the lonung la year, / should think 
*’ the countiy in an alarming state tndetd " 
Now', Sir, having before us this evidence 
from two of the best pract cal agiicultuiists 
in the count!), shut out ns we are from the 
whole continent of Europe, and extruded 
from all eommc'ite with America, having m 
9 (idition to aU Uns^ oul own West India cO' 


lontes to supply fkm ^ 

country, can any onbiasied matt besU||u^|^r 
oni moment, as to the propriety of bnngiBit * 
n to consumption as food 370,000 qrs. m 
strain, (for I tike it for gianted that 100,000 
qrs would be still lequiied for feeding cap* 
ll‘) especially, too when it is recoHectM 
tiiat the king in council will be enabled tdi 
pm in end to the prohibition of the distiUe* 
riisiyhenevti the interests of the fimier 
di .,i requin- it > It appears to me, that very 
scrioui cji sequences maybe the result of 
oui net availing ouisehesof every mean of 
incieasnig the food to be used in thiscoun- 
tiy, and 1 cinnot but hope that the pa* 
triotism ot the landed interest, will induce it 
to withdraw its oppositio i to a measure so 
just m Itself, and, undei the present political 
circumstances of furope, so necessary to 
our vvelfaie ■■ — I am, Ac—Z—iWay 
IbOS 

CROWN LANUS. 

Sib -^The present disposal of 4bf 

" crown lands,’ would certainly be Wtvto 
invistigatiou, ind I much wish that the pub* 
lie attention should be directed to the aub- 
lect — I am surrounded by a valuable poftiCIll - 
of them, which hive been leasedfoi sotnaojb 
)ears back to the lepresentativesof an oott 
lent f’milv in the iicighbourhood, as to 00 
CO isidcicd at this day a part of their owtt 
I u pt rty 1 nis family, of course, is enablcil 

to return f/it memltis, for the crown lands 
mtl houses iit ji d ciously stocked at an \m* 
del rent with free and indtpmdent eleetarSt 
as I undei stand thej usuall) are in cities by 
the Iei>ding men -1 sincerely hope that an 
immediate resumption of these grants may 
be made lust, that the benevolence of 
ihc king, which might be directed to more 
deserving should not be intercepted 

nnd turned to um onstitutional purposes by 
the middlemen Or, secondly, that in thesf 
times ot difhcolt), the government •iboold 
draw* the full value of its estates, now by no 
meins the < ase, and which can only be fairly 
nscertained by a public auction And, 

1), bccHise, by the destruction of this source 
of uni'ue influence, the first stone would bo 
ihiowii into the chasm which yawns besr 
tween the honest voter, and the independent 
candidate —Utopian — May 12, 1808. 

LIVERPOOI. PCTPriON. 

Distillation isom Sugar —To (Ae, 
Honourable the Commons ^ the Unii^ 
Kingdom of Great Bntasti and Ireland s% 
Parliament assembled, the kumbU Peti^ 
twH of the Gmtlemen» Clergy, b^hgrntsm 
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and other Inhalitaaie i^iht Tottm of Liver- 
fool: 

Sheweth, Tbit this town essentially de¬ 
pends for the supply of biead to its nume¬ 
rous inhabitants, and a large and populous 
district in the interior of the county of Lan¬ 
caster upon importations of corn and ilour 
from other parts, and that a large proportion 
of such supply has heretofore been deiived 

from foreign countries.-That of lile, in 

consequence of the unhappy situation of the 
Continent of Europe, and the embargo which 
luu taken place in the United States of Ame¬ 
rica, the importation of foreign corn and 
flour has ceased, and the prices of these arti¬ 
cles have advanced considerably, and are still 
advancing, while at the same time from the 
atagnation of trade, and the consequent want 
stf employment and depreciation of wages, 
the laboring classes of the peqple are be¬ 
come less able to purchase those necessaries 
of life at a high rate, or even more reasoo- 
riile rates, as fully appears by the report 
la^y made of evidence taken before a com- 
tnittw of vour hooeurable house, ordered to 
he mntcd on the IStli of April last, on the 
petllien of certain cotton manufacturers and 
jouroqrmeu cotton weavers living in this 
•oouBty.—That from the united operation of 
these circumstances your petitioners have 
hwn and continue apprehensive of much 
distresa amongst the poor in this populous 
town and county} and it was with peculiar 
aatisfaction that they observed, in a late re 
port of a committee * of your honcmable 
house, the‘recommendation of what your 
petitioners humbly deem a wise measure of 
precaution loudly called for by the existing 
situation of the country $ namely, the sus¬ 
pension of the use of grain in the distille¬ 
ries of the kingdom, and^hA^ff-tfiction of 
them to the use of sugar for a limited pe¬ 
riod.—That in proportion to the satisfaction 
of your petitioners in so well-timed a recom- 
tnendation, is their regret in perceivinguthat 
meetings have been held in some parts of the 
country for the purpose of obtaining petitions 
to<your honourable house, against the mea¬ 
sure in question, as calculated t6 injure the 

farmers and discourage agriculture.-^That 

your petitioners humbly contend that this 
measure cannot produce those effects, as it 
appears by the report of your committee, 
that ou an average of the last five years the 
importation of foreign corn into Great Bri- 
Giio, has not been less than seven hundred 
and seventy thousand quarters per annum, 
which must of course have found a consump¬ 
tion, but which can no longer be imported; 
While the quantity of corn used in the dis- 
tlUeries of the United Kingdom does not ex- 


ceei seven hundred and eighty thoosimtr 
qtMtters, and therefore the corn to be ex¬ 
cluded from the distilleries by the proposed' 
' measure, supposing it to extend to Ifelarid 
as well as Great Britain, will only supply the 
place of the quantity hitherto impdrteu from 
foreign parts.—^Tbat in addition to this usual 
foreign supply (of which a large proportion 
has been received at Liverpool), there has 
been imported into this place from Ireland, 
on an average of the last five years, two hunr. 
dred and forty two thousand five hundred 
and twenty-five quarters of corn, flour, anj^' 
oatmeal, per annum; that during th^|iert6d 
now past of the present year, this usual sups” 
ply has ^en greatly diminished, and in place 
of a continuance thereof, at this time, orders 
for the purchase of considerable quantities of 
wheat and oats have been received by mer¬ 
chants in Liverpool, from millers and others 
in Ireland, at unlimited prices, to be shipped 
from hence for the sup|>ly of districts m that 
part of the United Kingdom, where 
scarcity appears ^ to be apprehended.--^ 
—That largo supplies of corn are annually 
received ac Liverpool *from Scotland, that 
these supplies during the present yeor have 
been much less than usual, owing to the 
deficiency of the last crop in several quarters 
in that part of the United Kingdom, all 
which tends to enhance still more the pnee 
of bread here, already too high for the 
labouring poor generally to afford, and par¬ 
ticularly the manufacturing poor, from the 
present want of employment.^apd conse¬ 
quent depreciation of wages.—That* if any 
insuperable obstarles should prevent' this 
restriction fiom being extended to Irelalnl, 
it appeals there would then be a deficiency 
of thiee hundred thousand quarters of foreign 
supply, to be provided for, if possible, by 
an extended cultivation of the soil of the 
United Kingdom, in older to meet tlie usual 
consumption of the country, without taking 
into the account the extraordinary supplies 
of com, flour, and bread, which, in the 
present situation of affairs most inevitably be 
wanted by the British West India Colonies 
from the United Kingdom, as well as that 
our allies the Swedes, hieing deprived qf 
their usual supply of bread corn from the 
opposite shores of the Baltic, and their own 
growth being generally inadequate to their 
ordinary consumption, may at this time be 
compelled to resort to this country for sup- 
plieSiof barley, which when mixed with lye 
is, as your petitioners are informed, used 
for bread in times of scarcity in Sweden.— 
That^in the opinion of your petitioners, the 
prices of corn are likely to continue high, 
ihcsugh th^ frost that the adoption,! of tnis 
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. meaiore will prev«nt them from becoming 
‘^'exorbitant. That the advantage of exorbi> 
tant {trices even to the farmers is very ques- "j 
tiona)],le, experience having shewn that they 
terminate eventually in uncommon depre¬ 
ciation, while, in the meantime, the evils 
that ensue to the public at large are unques¬ 
tionably great} and your jsetitioners feel 
assured that your honourable house will 
•Aeem the good of the whole to be preferred 
a doubtful interest of one class of the 
^ople, however numerous and respectable; 

^ a class, moreover,^whicb being protected, 

* by a special act of'*the legislature, from the 
injurious effects of an excessive depreciation 
of the prices of corn in times of plenty, by 
bounties on its exportation, payable out of 
the public revenue, ought, at other times, 
in fairness and justice, to submit cheerfully to 
such measures as may be necessary to guard 
the public against the contrary extreme 
of exorbitant prices, particulaily m the pre¬ 
sent peculiar situation of thg country, and un¬ 
precedented state of^e continent of Eurojx*. 
—That with regard to the local •interests of 
any particular districts in which barley may 
be chiefly cultivated, your petitioners hum¬ 
bly conceive they have a still less claim to 
be put into competition with a measure of 
general advantage ; but your petitioners are 
of opimon, that even the local interests of 
the barley counties are now likely to be 
materially affected by the proposed measure, 
for thougA^rley is the grain chiefly used 
in thid^nglish distilleries, and though it 
apo/^s there are some lauds in ihis king- 
udm where no substitute for li>c crops of that 
grain can be resorted to without injniy to 
the farmer; yet, on the other hand, it 
appears there are also lands on which bar¬ 
ley is grown where oats would prove an 
advantageous substitute ; and when your 
petitioners consider, that, of the quanli'y of 
barley annually produi ed in England, only 
one sixteenth part, or thereabouts, has been 
consumed in the distilleries, they cannot 
doubt that such a change of culture nnglit 
take place as would {irevent barley from 
being reduced below its propoiiionablepr'.ce 
compared with other grain, or If it should 
for a time be somewhat lower than its just^ 
proportion, it would soon, in the • pinion 
of your petitioners, find a more extended 
consumption as bread corn, the effect of 
.which mustinovitably be to raise it te its 
natural level; in confirmation of which, 
your petitioners are enabled to state to your 
honourable house, that of late, in *cod- 
aequence of the advance in wheat and oats, 
as well as the reduction of wages, ^he 
lower classes in thia county li^ys.Xdgun to 


have recourae to barley btead, 
they are not Mcustomed to use exo^ ifl< 
times of scarcity and comparative dear¬ 
ness of other sorts of grain.—ThaC 
your petitioners conceive that the con* 
lining of the operation of the measure in 
question to a single year, with a powervest^ 
in his majesty in council to put an end to it 
witbip tliat period, if necessary, would be scf 
guaided a proceeding, as under all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, cannot reasonabty 
excite in the minds of those conrerned the 
least feeling of alarm or apprehen8ion.-<^Tbat 
although your petitioners are anxious to re¬ 
commend the proposed measure to your 
honourable house, on grounds of general 
benefit, without reference to any partial ia- 
terests, yet they cannot be insen«ible of its 
tendency to afford relief to the West India 
colonies, in their present distressed situa¬ 
tion, w'hicl) have been shewn to have pecu¬ 
liar claims on the consideration of the legis¬ 
lature, and which, in the apprehension tii 
your petitioners, affords a strong additionalar-' 
gumenc in favour of this measure, more eX- 
peciaily as (he preservation of the coloniea 
fiom the ruin which threatens them, is con¬ 
fessedly an object of the first national import** 
ance, as it ap{)ears the ai tide of sugar alono 
pays au annual duty of above three milltoni 
to the countiy, that the manufactured goods 
exported annually to these colonies have ex¬ 
ceeded six millions in value, and that this 
trade is one of (he psincipal remaining nur¬ 
series for our seamen, and of employment 
for our shipping. - Your petitioneis tlicrefura 
pray that your honourable house will past 
an act to suspend the use of grain in the 
distilleries of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
to confine them to the use of sugar for one 
year from (lS"l^l*day of July next, subject 
to a discretionaiy power to be vested in the 
king in couiitil, upon a sulficrent notice, 
to do away the suspension, and allow the dis- 
tiliertes tociiry on their ttade ig the accus¬ 
tomed maiiiicr —And your petitioners will 
ever pray, Ac. ^ 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

« 

Report from Lieut, Col. Robertson, Com¬ 
mandant of Sri/lla Castle.-—-—(Conclude 
from, page bQO.J 

The fire from the breaching bat¬ 
teries had been variously directed tilt 
the evening of the Ifith, When tbi^ 
bent their undivided fury against th# 
left bastion with such success, that the brea^ 
would probably have been practicable b/ 
the following evening. It was imder^heMi 
circumstances that I received yourtoniers |# 
evacuate the castle, and have the great 
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Raetioii of reptniirtg'i that we accomplished 
this yorterday morning, in full view of the 
«neaiy, and without leaving an individual 
behind. The approach of the boat§ from 
Faro gave the French full intimation of our 
design, but the tempestuous state of the 
weotbw ■obliged us to seize the short oppor¬ 
tunity of an houi’s lull.—Kvery battery 
pouind its utmost liie upon the castles and 
aubsequeotly upon the boats; while infantry 
Viith held pieces tried the breach on either 
aide. The garrison was drawn off in succes¬ 
sion, and the enibaikntion effected with the 
greatest order, notwithbtanding the tremen- 
ooiu fire of grape, sliells, Ac Our loss m the 
operation was small j and before we were a 
xsasket-shot distant, theFicnch were in the 
fort—*The masterly airangcment of the 
transport boats and man of war launchers 
upon this occasion, doC', high honour to 
Qipt. Trollope, of his majesty’s ship Elec 
tra, who personally superintended thissei- 
vice; and the conduct of the ofKceis and 
men under him was marked with all the 
coolness aud devtenty of British setmeu. I 
regret to add, that one of them was killed 
IB the operation, and ten wonndeJ, son.eof 
them dangerously. The nnilorm go. 1 con- 
Aocl of the gaiiison which I have Ind the 
gBifti fortune to command, demands my 
warmest gratitude; and their iutr(.|iid spmt 
daring the siege is hardly moie comruLiid- 
obie than the aeal with wliirh tlicv went 
through the fatigues that preceded it —The 
detachment of die Royal Artillery w'as high¬ 
ly conspicuous; the excellence of tneir 
gunnery was proved by the severe losses 
which the enemy has sustained j and 1 can¬ 
not too strongly express my sense of the 
skill and indcfagilable zeal whirh laeut. 
l>unn has displayed tlirougfioutlthe siege,— 
I feel highly indebted to the exertions of 
Capt. Cniikshanks of the 62d, Jordan of the 
27 lh, and Pi ingle of the 2isr, as well as lo 

the oflScers aqd men undei them-From 

Lieut. Dickons, of the engineers, I received 
evgry assistance; and my adjutant, JLient. 
Hadtield, of the 3.5tb, has been throughout 
indefatigably zealous.—I cannot, conclude. 
Sir, wUhout expiessing my p.iriieu]ar thanks 
taCjEipt. Nicholas, Assistant Cliiarter-M aster 
GeMral, whose abilities and activity render¬ 
ed him eminently useful. And I have the 
latufaction of rejecting, that the support I 
b^ve received from all tanks has enabled me 
to sell ScylU dear; and that General Reg- 
has obtained possession of this little 
heap of ruins with the loss of several hun¬ 
dreds of, his best troops.—^'I’he return of rur 
h^^led llAd^wouuded is annexed. We have 

I 


lost some gallant men; but Considering the 
weight of the enemy’s hre, the nnmber^is by * 
'no means great.—I have the honour to be, 

&c.-^G. D Robertson, Lieut. Cohmcl. 

Commandant Scylla Castle. 

To M.1i. Gen. Sherbiookc, commanding his 
Bntish Majesty’s miops in Sicily 
Return of llie killed and woiuificdof the 
detachments forming the British garb's ih of 
the Castle of Scylla, in Calabin. t om th^’ 
4th to the lyth of Feb 1808, i’.’.—Rov.^ 
Artillery, 3 gfinners killed ; 1 bomba'di*r, 

8 gunners wounded— 27 tli Ree lit ba 
rank and file killed, 14 laiik ,Mid fiV worn d- 
cd.—68th Reg .1 rar k a'ld file kill*d, hr . k 
and file wounded—(>2o Rtg 2 rank aii< ble 
killed, 2 rank and file wounded —^I'otal, S 
gniiucis, 8 rank and fale I'llled ; t bombar- 
dici, b gunners, 22 rank and file wounded. 

(Signed) J. C vMj'Bi LL, Brig Gen. 

Adjutaiit-Genriai. 

Rrssi \ —Declaralim pit!Ii^fied at St. Pe- 
terihuigh, AJaiik lj>, 1808, in come- 
f/iunte uf^he Anesl of like linsian Am- 
(tiiindor at Slothuo'm, 

'1 'ic I mperor liasiiifoi medall tliecabiiietsof 
Emop.' .I’.d his own subjects of bis constant 
cndeavoi’is to inforra his rights grounded on 
subsisliiigtie.itie, withSwtdeii, and to obtain 
byhiiliie theieot the to-opentiou of t is Swe¬ 
dish majesty against England. Attei having 
pm sued these me.isuies for several months, 
ills imperial majesty was com find 

tbai while he was endeavouring to ptese.yea 
good understanding between Russia 
Sweden the latter prefentd the friendship ot 
E ngland his enemy.—Hisimpei lal majesty has 
not concealed from the king of Sweden, oc 
all Euiope, (hat the welfare of his people 
required of him to employ all the means 
which Providence has bestowed on. hi m for 
the safety and Welfare of his empiie.—Faith¬ 
ful to his system of moderation, his majesty 
declared to the king of Sweden bis readi¬ 
ness to conveit the step which be had re¬ 
luctantly taken, into a mere measure of 
pruaence, if the king would immediately, 
and without delay, perform bis engagements, 
and co-operate with him and the king of 

g etimark to shut the Baltic against the 
iiglisli fleets.—^I’he silence observed by the 
king of Sweden, the accounts given in public 
papers of the conclusion of a treaty, by 
which subsidies, a fleet, and pait of the 
land forces of Great Britain were placed at* 
the disposal of that monarch ; in short every 
thing bespoke the real sentiments of th^ 
prince with regard to Russia j every thing 
cleai^y shewed, that his imperial majesty 
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^ could not expect any favourable change of 
the sentiments of the king of Sweden, and 
that if was tune for his imperial majesty to 
secus^ bis subjects against the evils which 
had been secretly planned against them 
'His majesty was accordingly coropell^ to 
alter the cliaractet of his measure —Ho has 
received intelligence that his ambassador in 
*^tocRholm outlie 20th ot f ebrnary(3 March) 
^as put in a state ot aiiest by the kings 
"tder, that all the poisons belonging to the 
Kusstan embassy were also conhued in one 
. house, by his command, that the said mo* 
nai l 1> had even proceeded so far as to order 
all the pspeis and letters of the embassy to 
be taken under seal, and the whole mission 
to be guaided by the military , his majesty 
has theietoie to complain of an act of s lo* 
lence committed igainsthis preiogalivc and 
the dignity of bis ciown, which concerns 
allothei powers as will as himself Ihc 
diploiustir bod), resident in Stockhol >, wi» 
so perfectly sensible of t'ie»trulh of this as 
sertion, tint it mimed) ilcl) pro^-sted i iinst 
an act ot viohm e iinpic c leiitcJ in Lu ope, 
with thecxceplion ot Turkcj —luc inipc- 
ror might Use icpussl , bntbehis picfi.ncd 
to direct liis mii jters to mere ise the itt n- 
tion which they Insc alv ij s paid to tl Swe¬ 
dish ambassador who issiill m Pcici hurwh, 
and to take care, that, should he cluije lo 
take his departure tiom hence, Ic iiiiy not 
experience any difficulty or i ipleasant pro- 
ceedmj^iishis journey —His impen il ma* 
jestyy^eby informs all huropein powers, 
tb^tf from this moment, he considi’s the 
lofmer Swedisli Fnlind, which his tioips 
have not been able to subdue, but iii conse¬ 
quence of several aclions, as i piovii re rou- 
que^edby hii^aims, and tint he incoipoiatcs 
U for ever with his inipiie His mijesly 
expects t|jat Proiidcnce will continu to 
bless his arms in this wai, and asi t him to 
remove the evil tr iiu the Iroiitu i ot liis 
empire, to wnich tlie enemies ot Hussia cn- 
deavoui to expose him 

P 0 RTV 6 AL -Proclamation ly General Ju 
not Dated April 5, IbOH ^ 
The general in chief of the at ray of For 
tiigal, undcrstinding that many soidiers and ^ 
inhabitants of the kingdom of Poitugal have 
suffered themselves to be deluded by false 
proclamations, published by the English, to 
4 >roci. re soldiers, of which the British squad 
ron is so much in neqd, and wishing (0 pre 
sent the misery ot those who ms) heieafter 
become the victims of the peihdiousmsnmr- 
tiABsof tba commanders of that squadioii, it 
It decreed ‘<"*1. That all communication be¬ 
tween tfad fciogdom of Portugal asi the \es« 


sels belonging to the Engl^ squadrbii, tM tA 
expressly prohibited and that thooM mV 
vessel or boat, of any description, approach 
the coast throughout all Portugal, under mt 
pretext whatever, (even with a Bag of truce,) 
it IS ordered, that all officers commanding 
batteiies or foits, do fireon them, dov ofl5*< 
cer who shall suffer a vessel or boat to ap¬ 
pro i h the shore, shall be tiied by a court 
martial and bioke—II Any individual de¬ 
tected in endeavouiing to get on boat dan 
English vessel under any pietext whatever, 
shill be brorgbt before a military committee, 
and condemned to six months imprisonment, 

01 to death, according to the case—III, 
Any mister or ownei ot 0 boat, or other in- 
d.viduil, who shall be proved to have faedi- 
f ited (he passage of any person to the Sti¬ 
lish squidion, shall be biought before a mili- 
tiry committee, and tiiedasan iccomplioe 
V i(h the enem), and is an instigator and 
spv, ind be puni'-hcd with deith.—IV. Anjr 
indi.iduil, conviett 1 of exciting the soldiers 
ot the hitnch and Poitnguese armjf to de¬ 
sertion to any power whitever, will be 
punished by deith is i crimp traitor—V. 
Anv'- person who 'hill give information of a 
mistei of 1 bolt Iniing condiicud any on^ 
to the JLnglish squ idron, or iny person using' 
niieaiours to get theie, through the inter¬ 
vention of a crimp 01 spy, on the fact being 
pioved, shall receive asarewaid the boat and 
i nc bundled oruvidfs tor my individual, otf 
tw o hundred for a crirAp or <py —VI All the 
propelty of t* ose who have quitted Portugal 
u]> to this moment, and are gone off to the 
enemy s squadron, shall be sequestered, if 
the) do not leturn before the iOtli instant, 
llie migistntes in each depaitment wilt 
e\amiac th** res[iective inhabitants, and take 
a list ot those persons who have fled, and 
triiismit thesime to tbemteodant general uf 
the police —Vi I The Fiench military penal 
code«trum tbisdi) will be put in execution 
agiinsl the Portuguese iimj, «gre6able to 
which every deserter on being airested will 
be puni'hed with death —VIJI Thesecrala- 
ry of state, the commanders of the f lencb, 
Spinisb, and Portuguese armies, all magii- 
tiatesaad jii<>tices ot eveiy description, arv 
ch-irged with the execution of tbisdecraei, 
throughout the kingdom, and to make tho> 
same generally known, any boats found 
without a copy of this idiet, sbaU be sehsed^ 
aad sold for the beneUt of the captor 
edt—JuNOT. 

SwFDE» —'The A’jflg of Sweden's Proc/tf- 
meUton on the Rupture of the Jnieregurm 
tilth Prussia. Dated Stoekholm CitHlth 
ApitlS, 1808. 
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We. Oostaros Adolplias, by the grace of 
God, King of Sweden, of the Goths and 
Va^U, &c. unto all oar true and'loyal 
sabjects, greeting :>-*We herewith gracious¬ 
ly make knoim to yoo, that bis majesty, 
the king of Pmsia, has declared to u» ^at 
all kind of interaourse between bis dominims 
and Sweden is snspended, and that in con* 
sequence thereof all trade and navigation to 
Swedish ports is prohibited under severe pe¬ 
nalties i and that further, all Prussian har¬ 
bours are shut up against all Swedish ships. 
—This proceeding has not by any means 
been occasioned on our part; the said go¬ 
vernment, redneed by French tyranny, af¬ 
fords a fresh proof of the oppression to 
which ail stales must submit, that entertain 
any connection with the French govern¬ 
ment. An unfortunate lassitude, which 
prevented Prussia from resisting in due time, 
has brovigbt her to the distressed situation in 
which she is now placed—groaning under 
the dorninalioti of I'Vance, which still occu¬ 
pies n considerable part of the remains of 
that in <narchy with a numerous army, not¬ 
withstanding the conclusion of peace. We 
commend you all and severally to the mei- 
•tfnl protection of Almighty God.— Gusta- 
VU8 AoOkPHUS. 

Proclamation of General Armfcldt on enters 
ing Norway. 

Inhabitants of Norway,—^The Danish go¬ 
vernment l\ps declarctf war against Sweden 
without any cause or provocation o-i her 
part, and has increased the calamitRs v. inch 
affected the North, and spontaneously sub¬ 
mitted to a foreign yoke. The Swedish 
troops therefore enter your country according 
to the laws of war, and in order to prevent 
hostilities from being committed on their 
own country. But the laws of war are car¬ 
ried into execution only by soldiers. The 
principal inhabitants of tin. towns and coun¬ 
try, if they ’excite no disturbances, shall 
enjoy tiranquillily and piutection —The Swe- 
distf soldier, celebrated for order and disci¬ 
pline, respects the personal safety and pro¬ 
perty of the unarmed; and, should Provi- 
di^ce bless his majesty’s arms, the army 
uhder my command, so far from proving 
hiirtfiil to your different trades, shall open 
your ports to commerce and importation, 
qaiekm your industry, and secure in the 
North an •qrlum for loyalty and honour.— 
Aogostos Mavsicx Abmfeldt. 


jDcvcB Budget.— Committee of ifyf 
Council of State, consisting of M. M. 
Pan Leyden, Fan Westhareniuecht 
Cimpus, and Heintopen, bro^ht an the 
gtFinstant, to the Legislative Body, tha’ 
following Message, tefating to the Hjinan’ 
ces, and in the Sitting oj' yesterde^ the 
Projet of d Decree, proposed in the Mes- 
sage, was adopted,-—^^ated, Ulredm - 
March 30. 

. The King to the Legislative Body 
*' Gentlemen;—We have charged a com¬ 
mittee of our council of state to present to 
you a prbjet of a law relative to the finances 

of this year.-At the commencement of 

your present session, we expressed on oiir 
part a strong desire to adopt a definitive and 
permanent system with respeet to ihe finan¬ 
ces, but since the 28th of November, affairs 
have not been ameIiont**d, and we have been 
under the indispensible necessity of proviso- 
rily shutting our ports. This extreme and 
painful mea^dre ought lo ensure to ns com¬ 
pensation. to which we have so much title, 
and affords an irrefragable proof of the sin¬ 
cerity and coiKtancy of our efforts in the 
common cause. Thus we must postpone all 
idea of a definitive and permanent system 
until a maritime peace, when alone it will 
be possible to reduce our expenditure to the 
amount of our revenue."—It then goes on to 
state, that the expenditure for iSOy had been 
78,CXX),00(i florins, and the revlffitiep only 
55,000,000, leaving a deficit of23,00(i;i^, 
e.\clusivcot prtviousdrre.ar3. To meet tniiijs^ 
a loan of 40,(XX),orx) had been negotiated, 
which produced 38,000,000; the 15,000,000, 
after providing for the deficit, was applied to 
the payment of arrears. The estimate of ex¬ 
penditure for 1808 is 74 , 000 , 000 , whilst the 
revenue is not estimated to produce more 
than 50,000,000. —It is said in this part of 
the Message, We cannot dispense with 
ni.sintaining in a good state the squadrons of 
the Texel and the Meuse. We announce 
with pleasure to the Legislative Body, that 
as the price of our efforts France has express¬ 
ly engaged to procure the restoration of our 
colonies, and particularly those of Guiana." 
«—To meet the deficit of the present year h 
sort of forc^ assessment is proposed, which 
was adopted by the Legiaative 'Body, by 
which those paying It are to become credi¬ 
tors bf the state to the amount requited. 
This is resorted to instead of a loan. 


Priwal by Cax and Baylii, Ne. 7S, Gicat Queen Street.* and published by R. Bagshaw, Biydges Street. 
Oavetu-Garden, where formei Nambcn badsBajt be sold also; by *°d Mure, 



• COBBETT'S WEEKLY- POLITICAL REGISTER. 


Voi XIII. No 22} 


LONDO^, SATURDAY, MAY 28. 1808 [Price 10i». 


‘ Undoubtedly, no report could spread through the king'urn, relainetoany stoppaee in the Distillery^ 
tyhich would not immediately SINK the price ot barley “ I—Mii Ari nun Yovao s Evidence before the 
Committee. 

If* The price ofbarley has RISEN in consequence of the sittini, of the Committee, and the discussion of tl e 
' intended measure for stoppms: the distilleries Mr Coke, Mr Iostlr, Mr Ponsokbs, Sir 
“ Henry Mildmay, &c &c &|feeches in t it House of Commons 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS 
Corn against Sugar —-TlTis ques¬ 
tion, after having gone through a pretty good 
discussion out of doors, has, at last, come 
before the House of Commons, upon i mo¬ 
tion of Loro Binning, made on Thursda}, 
the 19th instant, to refer the report of the 
select committee to a committee of the whole 
House ——Upon this motion the House, 
after a long debite, divided^ for it 122, 
against it 108, ot ccxiise, theiqwas a majo- 
I ity of 14 for going into the Committee — 
This subject, owing to the pnocipU-s that it 
involves, is of great and singulai public im¬ 
portance , and, owing to the discussion hiv 
ing been conducted free fioin considei itions 
of party t that discussion is worth} ot the at¬ 
tention of the public It must be interest¬ 
ing, too, to hear what has been said in par¬ 
liament upon a matter respecting which so 
macU^s 'been said elsewhere; and Ihcie- 
foreifshall beie insert an account of the de- 
h$Lie, as 1 find it given tn the newspapers; 
for, though the teport of die speeches will 
not be found here nearly so full nor so cor¬ 
rect as It will be found in the regular Parln- 
nentary Debates, yet, the substance of the 
m^ter part of what was said may be col¬ 
lated, and it is necessary that whatever ob¬ 
servations piesent themselves to me should, 
to answer any useful purpose, be m ide with¬ 
out delay.—" Loro Binning rose nur- 
*' suant to the notice he had given some time 
ago, to make a motion on the subject ot 
** the Distilleries Previous to moving that 
" the house should go into a committee,’be 
" would eapldio the natuie of the Resoln- 
tions he meant to oiler in that commit-* 
" tee, and the nature and causes of the 
** changes made in those Resolutions s uce 
" he had first announced them. The topics 
'** involved in the Report were important 
" and momentous, and the highest autbori- 
** ties diiTered among themselves upoa the 
principal poiots The committee wasap- 
" pointed ID tlie first instance to considier 
** of the meana of affording relief to \lie 
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" West India proprietors and merchants, 
" and the order, undci winch the committee 
" assembled, diicctcd the committee to in- 
" quire, whether the most immediate and 
" effectual means of lelief would not be to 
" confane the Distilloiies to the use ofSugai 
" and Molasses alone In the course of this 
" inquiry, it bccnie necessaiy to asccrUm 
" how far the agiiculture of the countiy 
" would be affected by such a restiiction, 
" and this investigation 1( J to the knowledge 
" of facts, wihicli estiblished thewisddtn 
and necessity of the lestnction, exclusive of 
“ all cunsidention wnitsoeverot the interests 
" ui the'W cst Iiidi 11sl inds It was impossible 
" losipirafe the two questions, but this he 
" would siy, that neither he nor the com- 
" miltee could hive recommended the Re- 
" solutions they hid done, it the interest of 
" the countiy, disfjnct from those of the 
" West Inila proprietois, had not, m the 
" opinion of the (ommiitee, rendered such, 
" measuies necessary Ihe committee find 
" ing ihcit this countiy was g( nerally depen- 
" dent for a sufficient supply of corn and 
** flour upon foieign countries, and that this 
" supply was cut oft in the present state of 
" Lurope, w ithout any prospect of a sufh- 
" cient resource in be last seal’s crop of 
" this country, thought it light ssa precau- 
" tibn against fimine to stop ^he distillation 
" flora coin, w .h a new to a more ample 
" and satisfactory suppl) of sustenance for 
" tne people. Here the noble loid went ui- 
" to a statement of the quantity of corn im 
** ported into G Bntiin annuallj, and con- 
tended, that the saving, by the prohibition 
" of the Distiliei les, would be 470 00Uqi8, 

" which would covet more than ba’f the de- 
ficiency created by the stoppage of impor- 
" tation, and more than the whole importa- 
" tion of oats Undei these circumstancit 
" It seemed right to suspend the distillation 
" from torn, with a discretional y power tn 
the privj council, to extend or to air ^ 
end to the resti ction as circusa^nces 
" may retire Ihis was the substance of 
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■'* t!if ResolatiOM of the committee, jesolu- 
“ tioin which they never vinnld hive cotnt 
to on nccount of the We t India mer- 
" chanis if the circumstinces ot the tmi s 
“ had 11 )t rendered them necessary with a 
" view to the geiieial int^rc tsot thecoun- 
“try H’ argued on tlie pr nciple, that the 
“ distie'i'iof one class ot the connmun ty 
“ ought not to be rrm dietl by bnrthenv’^ 
* another cl isi liu he df in d the appiica 
** tion ol the piin''ij!ein the present in 
** stance 1 he sufti.i m of the West Iijdn 
“ merchints were great, but the rel if there 
proposed went diiecilv to remedy thedis- 
*' tress picsent or eventiiilof the country, 
" and relieied the distiess of the West India 
** propiietors only c< ilatc illy G Britain 
“ imported annually on in aitisge 770 000 
“ qrs of giain from fouign countnis From 
** some of these conntiies 1 iportition wa» 
“ now impossible 1 10 m Amerin, incon- 
“ sequence of the embugo, corn could not 
“ now be recened, ipd tliere wis no pros¬ 
it pect of the impediment being speedily re 
moved The supply of last haivesl wts 
not suffirienMy abundant to have a surplus 
fund that might b- relied on 1 he stock 
“*6ll hand was tar slio-t of the probiblc de¬ 
mand In the south of England the c i op 
was abmidint, in otlurpirtsit wis not 
Iheerop ct wheit wis in gtii"! ilgood, 
the crop of barley wisslioit, and thit ot 
pulse good foi not lung [Here the noble 
lord cited the esidciice ot the witnesses 
“ before tbd coimiittee, bigirimng vilh 
“ Ml A Young, Ill order to tsuhlish that 
** the gciici il crop ot list jt 11 w is shoit, and 
the sUj'ipIj III the comitiy insulfn itnt ] 
The stoppige ot distiilmon fiom gram 
“ would be ile-]Uite to th' inpntitioii ot 
'* 4/0 000 qrs In the pusMit cin.iiiiistn 
“ ces it see ned cssenti d to diitil so lirg* i 
** soppi) fron luxui) to ntcessi y It wts 
“ objet ted to the m isnie, ih it it 1 iid d§wn 
“ a bad p’^ocedent tt luliiig i cnco ua^e t’l • 
perpetual iiteiu 'i pulnnent in 

awch cases But the ciicumst n "sof tli • 
present csso w ’•e peti li ir, nnd unless the 
same identic d ciuumsumcs ex st<“d, the 
precedent couH not ’pply It wis said 
the quintitv of grim to be s )v n next yeir 
would be dim ushed by the stoppage 
" But the quantity to be sown depended on 
i* the pi ices, and the present piiccs weielar 
'** from being low. Instead of filling, they 
“ had risen since the present measure hid 
' been announced Flere the noble lord 
Cited accounts ot prices sent (0 him, which 
shqjvcd ft continued use in the pnre of 
coin in the last two weeks In Scotland 
' in particuhi, the accounts stated that the 


” distillers bad determined to atop whether 
“ there was a piovision to that efiwt or not. 
“*If the business could have been corfve- 
“ nienflv g( ne into last night, be was nre- 
" pand Io offer a resolution for restricting 
“ distillefioii fiom corn for 12 months from 
“ July 1 , 1808, with permission to the 
“ king and council to do away that restne- 
“ tioii uli.*ne\er in aburdant crop should 
“ render it am istible or safe so to do, Un- 
“ derstandmg, hoviesei, tint a number of* 
" the most fotmid.ble opponents of the 
“ measure mi,lit be conciliated by delay 
“ and rt presentation, and that substantial 
" gotid nqght be done with less difHcnlty by 
" aft'irding the means of piivate arrange- 
ment, he had pu* off his motion till this 
“ (1 ij rills was the sole cause of the delay, 
“ M1 ch was cntiiely distinct from ministe- 
“ ml motives The object of attaining tlie 
“ same good with unanimity, was with him 
“ m« t important He had therefore made 
“ the adjournment^ from yesterday, and he 
“ h d also made ‘ome changes in the Reso- 
“ lotions he ^atended to propose, winch he 
“ hidieasonto think would render them 
“ moie generally acceptable It had been 
" fbjected by the Irish gentlemen, tint the 
“ JUpoit of the Committee, by proposing 
“ to prohibit the importation of Irish spirits 
“ into Fngland went to a violation of the 
“ at tides of union As nothing could be 
“ further from his wish, than to interfere 
“ with tills compact in the slightutt^^gree, 
" this prohibition was to be now om^ted. 
" Ihe fiist Resolution he meant nowVto 
" piopose,was, thatafterthe Jstof July, aiifth 
“ thence to the 1st of Oct next, all distilla* 

“ tion from corn, giain.fionr, meal, pota- 
“ toes, and bian, should cease throughout 
“ the United Kingdom , and 2dly, that i} 
“ sliould be lawful for his maiestyjn coun- 
“ til, after the 1st Sept l-o continue the le- 
“ striction i II 40 'ays after the commeiice- 
“ ment of the next session ot parliament. 
'* Thus, if the ensuing harvest should be a 
“ good one, the restriction might expire at 
“ on^ , if It should not, bis majesty might 
“ continue the restraint till pailiament 
“ should provide such remedy as its wi<>dom 
“ may think fit Jt was intended also to re- 
“ duce the duty on wash made from sugar. 
“ Ihese piovisions, u was proposed, should 
“ be extended to Ireland But as his ia- 
“ formation on the state of that part of the 
“ United Kingdom was not so complete, be 
“ would leave the details ot the arrange- 
“ mdhts, so far as Ireland was conceined, to 
“ be afterwards settled and explained. He 
“ ujnierstood, however, that government 
** had teemed luformatioo Horn Ireland, 
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stating it to be adviseable to stop the dis¬ 
tilleries at present. If after the ensuifig 
''‘harvest Ireland had a superabundance, this 
jcountryor Scotland couid not fail to afford 
' a vent for that surplus. With respect to 
the West India pirt of the mOSisnre, he 
" did not think i^ right now to enter into 
details. 'Jhe committee continued to 
employ itself sedulously on devising the 
means of remedying the distresses under 
which tlie West India interest unhappily 
“ laboured. The distress df the West IndM 
“ inleiest was urgent, undeniable, and se- 
*' vere. Many who had been till lately 
*' opulent, were now in a state of distress, 
and the m ist wealthy were in curtailed 
“ circumstances. The supplies sent out to 
woik the estates were still as expensive as 
“ ever. The present distress of the West 
*' India interest arose, not from w'ild speou- 
'' latiun, but from the shutting of the con- 
** tinental market, a mischief whi'-Ii Eng- 
** land had brought on the colonies, and was 
“ therefore in a particular* degree called 
“ upon to relievo and rented^. The ques- 
" lion now bwfoio the house was, however, 

" purely .a British question. The relief (.» 




“ the West India interest was merely inci- 
'' dental to tlie primaiy object of providing 
" a security against the apprehension of 
‘‘ seal city in G. Btitain. That this relief to 
*' the West India intciest eoiild be innden- 
tally introduced, was a gieat additional 
*' reci»'...uendalion of the ui asino he in- 
'' t.nded to propose. If the rcstriciion was 
'' necessary as a measuie of precaution, it 
‘‘ could not too soon be cailied info etiect. 
'' if it was not, ilie disimlc cunld not be 
teto soon put to rest. He nune.l ib it tlie 
report be referred to a eomniiitec of the 
whole house, and he anticipited fiom the 
*' moda|;ation and the good sense of the 
*' gentlemen present, that the wishes of (he 
conmittee would be tarried into clfecl.’'-— 
Ma» Coke (of rJorfolk) agreed that this 
‘f question ought to be set at rest. Hp was 
*' sorry to observe a practice of suspending 
‘‘ the statute of Wm. and Mary, which was 
" the best security of the agriculture*of^liis 
" country, by affording the means of dispo- 
“ sing of the surplus produce. The brewe* 
" ries and distilleries took off this surplus. 

If their use of corn was stopped, tlie de- 
** mand munt be lessqped, the pr'.re must 
fall, and the growth and supply nici^t- of 


*809.—CcrB'OgoiiM/ Sugar. 

mittee had commenced its 
had recently risen in co’^sequence«f tfti 
" agitation produced by the iuvestigatilpn q( 
" the committee. The report itself allow* 
" ed, that every permanent inteifereiic# 
" with the present cstabli'-bed system o£ 
“ agriculture was injurious; and it expresi- 
“ ed great reluctance at adopting even a 
"•tempnary restraint. (Here the hon. genf. 
“ rnteieJ into a detail of ihe m.hi.igemeQt 
of barley farms] In this species of ciil* 
" tyre, and that of whe.st, .an increase of 
" one-fouith had taken place within 1$ 
'* years. The impoilation had propoition- 
" ably diminished, and the fluctuation of 
“ (he price of com bad materially lessened. 
“ The measure went to check the establish* 
" ed system and do away the progressivO 
“ inipiovement. With lespcct to the West 
“ India planters, he doubted whether they 
“ stood ill need of relief. The demand for 
“ sugars had lately increased so much as to 
“ create a i aJvanceof (5s perewt. onor.eap* 
" tide. This demand hadaiiseit*froin expore 
' •' tatinii.TliedlstressoftheWestlndiaplantera 
h.ad noclaim upon parliaiiientanymoretban 


that of any ether class of men,—the Slafe 
" fordshire potters for instance. A prSpo* 

“ sit ion of the same natuie as the present 
h.id been brought foiward in Mr. Pilt’a 
tiirrc. But it was found the reveime 
would suffer materially from it, and it 
wai given up. Was the chancellor of the 
exchequer prepSred to this measnr# 
would not hint the revenue, or'ssns ho 
pieparcd with a remedy for the defaka* 
lion' 'Ihc land wms alieady .sutlicientiy 
“ luii;helled with land-tax, pioperty-tax, 

*' and (yilies, and it might be expected that 
“ gentlemen wgiild not go out ot their way 
“ lobiiillien it, fir the West India planters. 
He w'as sure the West India iiiteiesf'was 
" at the bottom of this nieashre j for till 
“ tiieir distress was rcpieiciitect as so severe, 

*' this measure was never tlwiugbt of He 
“ had no objection to the stoppage of the 
" use of gram in the disiilleiies, if it sITbnld 
*' be necessary. The government ought to 
" have the discretion to im|iosc or lo re« 
move this resiiii tion when corn sboulH 
“ come to a ceitain price ituhcalive of scat* 

“ city' or of abiind ince Sir W,-* 

“ CuuTis avowed himself a fiiend to tl^ 

“ agricultural interests of the country, and 
^ ^ denied (hat they were at all injured by. 

' course be diminished. The landed gen- I '' the present measure, the policy of wl«t;j^ 

‘ “ was more than adequ-iie to counreratft, 

V every other objection”-" Sm.J ohsT-.'^ 

“ S'.vci.Ain said that he might have l« 9 aoh* ' 
" jection than he had to ili^e present inca* 

“ sure, ii^htt could bo assured ^that it wa» 


*' tlemen did not seek lo mainlain coin at 
*' the highest possible pfke. ^bey sougiit 
" was a sure sale and a saving price, without 
" which the land would n-it be cuHivJtdd. 
" Tbc-prioetb^ year was lew i'll iLis com- 
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“ founikd upon a system of general policy, ** with very bad effects, and (le was by no 

""and not local interest; for be was there " means fond of the idea of encouraging 

“ not as a man locally interested by the the practice. In order to shew that jthe. 
" views of any particular place, or any one country might be sufliciently supplied 

" set of men, but as one of the nerobersof with grain, he adverted to the exceltett 

" parliament for the United Kingdom, and ‘‘ efFecVi that had resulted from Mr, Wes- 

" as such Jie could not see any advantage to ** tern’s act by the increase of agriculture. 

>' be derived fium the substitution proposed, " He was a wise minister that assented to 

" but did apprehend a great deal of nnschiet. " that act, and resisted the clamour rai^jsd 

" The bon. baioiiet then adverted to ihe against it at the time. Though the im- 

great advantage that resulted to the reve- " mediate effect of that might have been to 

** nne from the giain distillery, and asked, raise the priqp of corn, yet the ultimate 

whether with all this profit from the land- '' effect was to render u cheaper, as it ena- 
holders, be.sides the property tax and " bled the landholder to raise corn upon 
** otbeis, it was a wise or a just measure to those acres upon which none could otber- 
** throw any obstacle in the way of the cul- ** wise haVe b^n produced. He mention- 

tivation of land, and to diraiuish its pro- " ed, as another reason, the improvement 

duce? With respect to the sugar distil- “ in the breed of cattle, by which in Scot- 

lcty> great as the injury would be to the '' land, and other places, double the quanti- 

landed interest, this boon would be pro- ** ty of meat was produced, with the same 

" dUctive of s'cry little advantage to the ''quantity of animal provisions, so that much 

“ growers of sugar. The high price of bar- “ less land was necessary for pasture, and 

” ley and otlier grain in .Scotland was part- " more was left for the production of gram, 

” !y owing to the great quantities that bad ** of which the prit.es had never before been 

been bought and distilled there, from an " so regular. Jn Devizes', and other places in 

" appreheiuion of this prohibition of distil- the neighbourhood, more giain had been 
" Idtion from grain. As to what had becniS *' stored np than ever had been known at 
" ,ftf id about the advantage which this prohi^ any former pet lod; and the present rise 

'* bitioQ would prove to the people, he ob- “ in the pi ice of grain was owing to the 
‘“served, that he was of a totally different “ al inn of the distillers, who had been buy- 
“ opinion, and in this he was supported by " ing up, and distilling as much of it as pos- 

“ very high authority on the subject. As to " sible, from an apprehension of thismea- 

the stoppage of foreign importation, he “ sure. Still, however, if the proposition 

“ Iion^d that we might st>on have an oppor- “ had come from the chancellor of the ex- 

'* tunity of importing fiom America, as w’e " chequer, or any responsible minister of 

" already might from otir own colonict in “ the crown, he would not have been so 

“ the north of that continent. But besides “ much inclined to persist in objecting to 

'* this, the measure nnglit be made use of '* a discretionary power of stopping the dis- 

“ as a precedent foi inletference with the “ tillatioii from giain, if the circumstances 

” production of corn, a thing u'hich it was “ of the country should require it. without* 

“ most important to guard against. Jf any “ reference to the case of the West India 

“ rational plan of relief could be proposed “ plantcis. But as the proposition came 

" for the West India interests, he would “ from the noble lord it must be considered 

" gladly concur in it. But he could not “ as founded on the Kcpoit of the commit- 

“ consent that^tbey should thus be relieved “ tee, which had been appointed for the 

“ at the «>x|ietise of a paiticular cl.iss of the “ specific purpose of examining what me- 

^ cqijimuiniy. The appiehension of sucha “ thod of relief could be adopted for the 

” tf^Mire as this had excited the greatest “ planters. If this discietiooary power was 

’* Mann throughout the country; and it was " reqiyred with the view of affording such 

" important m every point of view that it “ relief, and not solely to be directed by the 

“ slKMild not receive the sanction of the le- " circumstances of the country, abstracted 

" gi&laiure.”— “ Ma. Ccrwek gave credit from this consideration, the interests of 
" to the noble lord, for the manner in which “ agriculture must be shaken to the centre, 

“ he had brought it forward, but asked “ without much benefit to the colonies. If, 

‘ how he had come to change Ins opinion, “ by ^he contest in \^icb we were engaged, 

and swerve from the Report in one day ? "* many should be turned from commercial 

However, he would not argue from the “ to agricultural pursuits, it would be such a 

Report, but take the proposition as it now^ " sousoe of strength to Ute country, that so 

■* stood. Wall lespectto the lodging these' “ far from its proving fatal to os, we might 

dihcfetionary powers in the crown, he " c^mcoutof U in a better condition than 

thought that this system was attended “ before. He mentioned as a proof of this 
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tb6 great improrement that had taken 
place in the agricultural system of Nor- 
• ♦* folk, by which every yth acre was empley* 
'* ed in raising winter food for cattle— 
fn other places not more than the one- 
hundredth. If the same plan should be 
*< adopted iu other places, a sufficient quan- 
** tity of meat would be produced to aftbrd 
", half a pound ot meat a day to 10 millions 

of people.” -" Mr. Marryatt coirld 

» ** not agree with those who thought that 
** the interests of the We^t India planters 
** were to be thrown entirely out ot const- 
** deration, and maintained that a case of 
the utmost distress had been made out by 
" them When the account of fhe Ameti* 
** tjan embargo aiiivcd, he, along with 
** others, as a deputation from the West In- 
** dia committee, waited on the chancellor 
*• of the eschc(iui*r to ask, whether govern- 
ment would ronseiit that the restrictions 
" on the exportation of coin to the colonies 
" would be taken off? And upon tins being 
*' refused, it was suggested tjjat sugai might 
" be substituted feJt giain in tl e dibtillencs, 
as this would be only lelieving them with 
" the money tint wa» sent to be paid to to- 
“ rtigneis for cotn. It ought to Ce remem• 
bcied that in former committees on this 
subjett the plan went to the bieweiies 
" and to the distillation of molasses; at 
" piesent it went no farther than the distil- 
** leries and distillation from sugar; s» that 
*• the measure was much simplified, and 
** the financial difficulties in a great measure 
** got rid of. It ought also to be kept iii 
view, tliat the committee still continued 
** its labours, and had a report in lorward- 
** ness pointing out a permanent plan of le- 
’ ** lief, by which any recourse to this mea- 
sure in future would be rendeted uniieccs- 
" sary. He denied that the system of agri- 
cultut’e would be deranged, for the crop 
of this year was in the ground, and before 
** the next year’s crop could come in, the 
measure would have answered its pur- 
" pose, and of course cease. He also de- 
" niedthat the general interests of thecoun- 
try would be at ail injured, synce the 
** quantity of corn thrown into the mkrket 
** would be so much less than what had 
** been commonly imported. The hon.bl- 
** lonet opposite had not sufficiently dist.n* 
“ guished l^tween the effects of a tempora- 
ry and a permanent measure. Heyallow* 
** ed that if the plan was to be permanent, 
" it would be injurious, but no such thing 
was in contemplation. If agricul^lre had 
increased, the population must have kept 
“ pace with it, for the importations bad not 
** bean at aU diminished; and in the pre- 
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sent circumstances of tba coohtrir 1x^4 
" ought not to trust entirely to a futufl jSlr« 
" vest for making up the supply before d»- 
" rived from foreign countries. While the 
" colonies take goods from the mother 
** country to th.e value of 6 mUlions, whim 
*• they paid 9 millions to the revenue, aodl 
" while the trade employed 20,000 seahied^ 
" ^tugar had for the last 3 years been sel^nt 
at a price insufficient to support the e? 
" penseof cultivation. He referred to the 
** official papers in the Report, in order to 
shew the mistake of those who imagined 
that too much sugar was raised. The glut 
“ bad been occasioned by the stoppage of ihe 
*' foreign market, and the admission of thh 
•* sugar of the captured colonies into the 
" home market, contrary to the good faith 
" on which our own colonists had rested. He 
*' furtl er contended, that theie was no jo« 
** tention here to relieve one class at the 
** expense of another. The landholders 
“ were in possession of an advantage which^ 
“ the fdftunu of war had giien them, and 
“ they ought, out of that advantage, to allow 
“ something to other subjects of the empire^ 
" on whose interests the war had produced 

" an effect so injurious.”-“ Gbmmiai. 

Gascoyne bad understood that the ques* 
tion had been postponed yesterday, with a 
'* view to some compromise, but what that 
" was he was yet to learn, for he saw from 
" the agiicultural gentlemen nothing but 
“ the nic'sf poiistcd opposition. JJut he 
" should like to l.nmv by wlfom th.it com- 
" jiromisc was m.idu 01 niiu authoiised it ? 
" 'Ihe committee was no p.>ity to such a 
" compromise, and the lion, member for 
Norfolk had shewn no iml-nation to com# 
into the noble lord’s prop ition. Rut 
after all the'delusion, and^all the clamour 
that had been uxcited on this subject, 
“ it appeared, after all, flora w'hat the 
noble lord said, that the question waa 
** to be discussed without ujference 10 the 
" relief of the sugar planteis! What had 
" the committee been appointed forJkut to 
consider of a mode of affording them re* 
“ hef? And was he now to abstain ftom 
" stating their distresses ? The advocatea 
“ of the high price of provisions refused any 
" relief to the planters till a scarcity should 
“ take place, when they would humanely 
" permit them tosbaretlieprohistliLydenved 
“ from the distress ot the country. If the 
" planters were to be relieved only by t it', 
" calamity of the country, he si ished th / 
" might be long wiihoiurelief. It bad be' n 
" said th.'t the colonies weio svoll repir- 
“ sented in parliament. Howdiduiat ap« 
" pear ? There never was atiy objecticu to 
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'* profit the high duties itAposed on their the noble lord, by his Resolutions, propo* 

"produce. They were valuable as a sub- sed to apply it to the whole of the United 

'*■ ject of taxation; but when they became a ^Kingdom. Many, he said, were not 

subject of legislation, then they weiede- awiie to what extent the Resolutioni 

** graded as well as injured, as in the in* would go It was to one paragraph in jbe 

** stance of the bill that passed two} ears ago. Repoit that he wished paritculaily to call 

** After stating the impossibility that the co- the atlintion of the hoo!>e. He then read 

** lonies could keep up the competition in the paiagrapli that stated the reasons fot 

** the foreign msiket with the Anieiicaiis, not applying the measure to Ireland ; and 

who supplied the enemy wiili the sugar obseived, that in this the committee were 

of their own coionies, the lion gen ad uii.mmious, and yet the noble loidcame 
*' Vetted to the opinion of tlicrcpicsentativc forward and proposed, that the measuie 

** of the county of Norfolk, thit the sitting should extciiu to Ireland, w'lthout inen- 

** of the comniittc" bid raised the price tioniiig any ground foi this alteration, 

** of gram He affirmed, on the contiarc, Tl)<nigii gentlemen had been almost put 

** that hid it not been for the sitting of the to the tucinre iii ordci to ixti act evidence 


" committee, the pttie sould have been doii- 
ble {a hud laugh )—he meant of com se, 

** that the i ise would ha\c been double 'I he 
** distress of the colonies w is notoulyscieie, 

** but uigcnt, and the admission < f gi i.ii in 
*• totbedistiliciiei w is the only moleot i ii- 
** ly relief, and it thii wis denied at the 
'* end of tliese>>sion,all ilicpieiioi ■•pioftcd 
“ ings could only be considLr.d as a tub 
thrown out to amuse the planters’ 

** -Mu Chutf did not inttiid, when 

*' he came iiiti the house, to inve siul 
“ a'fl^'lhing, but l,alusol»ed to leivclhe 
•* disi usMon to those wlio (oul i lo the s h- 
ject so much more j .ue But he 
" could not avoid t ikli g notice ol the as 
pusions wli ch Inid lin.ii c i^l < n t'lt conn- | 
*'t’V gentlemen hv ill' geiicrd luulei the 
" gillen—1 thing flic lesS to bv •.upiiscl it 
*' as coming fi n.i m i.owcd ulvicaieif • 
“slave tilde Ihe oup iim m to thi^ nJ^ i- 
“ sine, he oh eued, v« as toinidcd on the 
“ cl'ircst 'lid m isl soIkI piinciplo, an 1 he 
*' most CO sciiiiiioiish )oi led in it Irile 
niidi^ surf I Joi a time, wiihoiil in> grcit 
“ loss tithe com 11 iiiity, or a‘I iti g m a 
m lien il digite the fi iri'mtcrests But 
it wi) tar oiiieiwiie will agiHultiiic 
when tint was miurcdtli '/hole loumry 
ma»t be uijiind \y ii it Nothing, tlieie- 
for-, ought to cone into competition 
W'l this gi eit tiitioiiil object This 
m isiire, if pi-ised, 'wuiilrl deiangc the 
ag'ieultunl sy-iiem, a id t li iiige the whole 
“ me hod of cioppiig '1 he agncultuinl 
*' in'ciests oil'ht lut surc’v to pay fo, the 
“ spcciil itioiis of the colonists. On lluse 
“ gioniids he would oppose the nuasuie 
“ With le pect totlic lUiputUionsof the ge- 
** neral under the gilleiy, he would leive 
“ It to others fogne him a detailed answei." 
—“ Mr Jai^bs Fitzgeaald would consi- 
“ dcr the case on the evidtiicem the Re- 
“ poit.twbere It wis recommended not to 
" extend thh uiei»uro toliclaiid—and ytt 


fiom thepi that 'he measure mmhi be ap* 
plied to Iieland, yet *1 e result w^s against 
It He would oppovr ,keis leaving 

the th III "—“ 1 ill ' .lANCLLcoR of the 
Ixciicttuih obseucu, that gentlemen 
had alluded to a c impromise. He was 
not iw lie ot anv such conipiomise, nor 
hid lii> noble tuend, a^ fu is he under¬ 
stood him, Ailirnu’d tjnt any had taken 
phee. If tliiie Ipd been any comjiio- 
mise, a id any disi ledii attached to it, the 
lion g) u lal h 1 1 ccitaiiily'^ siu wii that he 
was no pnt^ to 't, and that none of the 
(In I edit wc id 1 test with him. He under- 
stool Ills i < hL fi lend to have baid, that 
he Ind poi'pipcd lus r "-olutioiis on the 
imer tliy, liom an idea, aiising from 
till iiatu’e of me ohjetfions, that atrial 
Ol .,h' ‘) be m kIi w licther the piopositions 
niighl 11 )t be so li imed as to conciliate 
get iJeiiicn on both sides But he certain¬ 
ly had no recollcctn n that iiis noble friend 
pi ttcndcd that 1 c could compromise the 
m liter, Ol hi 1 he any authonty to do so. 
ihe hon genet il hid chaigid his noble 
liiiiid with In/mg left the disticsS of the 
su^ar pi inters out of the question,.though 
the committee ii ul been expiessly .ippoint. 
cd to dtvise a plan foi their relief. He 
did not think that Ins nob<e fiiend bad de- 
paited fiom the chanciei oi spiiitof the 
Report, li r the mcasuie was there recom- 
inenoed only with a v ew to th** dimmish- 
c(^ sfipply ot corn, and a powei was ac¬ 
cordingly recommended to Le vesteJ in 
itlie Clown, to stop the s'ispension when 
the continuance of it should be inconve¬ 
nient or injuiious to tlieagiicultural inte- 
lests, and not desirable with a view to pio- 
vent* a scarcity of food. If lus noble 
fiiend then felt that a notion prevailed, 
that ^hc design was to remunerate the 
sugar pi,Intel s, and tosaciifiie thelandvd 
to the Wcst-Iiidia interest, was it not ex¬ 
pedient that the thing should be placed Oft 
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V iu trae ground, and that it should be " bigh'^there. and vtce versa, ao Hint 'the 
stated, that, independent of the West- “ same measure of precMiiiou oUj^lt 40 

India interest, there is ere good reasons " apply to both U thii> had been sohiiy 8 

) for the adoption ufs ich a meisore ’ Ibu " competition of luteiesU, there was no 

< ^ *» 8 \as his view ot the sibjtct, and the view " question the landed inteie'it ought to hate 

“ of his noble fi tend, «bo had kept strictly " the prefcienee , but wb n another inte- 

' ** to the spirit of the Report HiLtioii ge- " rest might be promoted Mithout piejudice 

neial was, however, indignant at the de- “ to the landed interest, surely the propo- 

** lay, and said, that from the Isi of July to *' sition could not be rejected, merely be** 

*'tlie 1st of Oct, the dtstdleius would be '* • ise a measure, expedient in itself, 

'** stopped at any rate Bu^ his noble friend “ might hipptn to afford relief to the sugar 

" here again h id only toll iwed the spine of *' pi inters ble agreed, therefoie, that 

the committee s recumnieiTdilion, foi (he *' the question ought nut to be argued on 

“ committee bad pioposed tint the susp'ti- *' ground of rciitf to the West Indii plan- 

Sion should (ommence liom the 1 st of Ju> “ ters , although ihit was not to be thiown 

ly and continue till July tuts follow- " out of consideration entiielv He then 

** iiig year, still leaving a discictionary " put it to the judgment ot the house, 

“ power with the Clown Ihe propisitiou " though forum ilcly then* was t ot at pre- 

ot his noble fiicnd, that the disiihation " sent a scart iiy, yet, in the dehciency of 
from sugir should comment e on the Jst ‘ the mein, of supp'y', and the badness ot 

** of July, and continue till Oct, with a ' the crop, under the apprehension of a 

“ discielionaiy power in till Clown to ion- ‘ po‘sibly scarcitv, and the f'^ieign porta 

" tinue It still further, till JO diyv aft r the ' shut igiinstiis whether it was not wise 

“ meeting of the next session of p 11 liamtnt, 1 topiovidf bcfuieliand agiinst the effects 
*' was in utbstance qjiictly coitcspondcnt to j " of ihise threiuni ig appcmtices * Those 
the Uepnit (Gtn Gascjvivfi said across " who put the question 011 the geueril 

" the tible, thit he had uiul r^{uol that principle, did not aigiie fairly , for 

** the sugar was not to be snbstit ted be “ the piescnt wss diffeicnt fiom oidini- 

“ tween July and Oct ixceplii 1 cut of “ ly casts, md Ikiicb the hon baiufffifs 

scaicity) lint, me' il would liav it ' (sirJ Siiitlnr) arguments, though they 

" forded some giuund f >1 the hon i^tntials " mit,lit aj ply vtiy much tufornui times, 

" objection, but hi, noble fi It n 111 iexpr “ did not at all npply to oui present situa- 

' ly stated thitsugai w is to be iib 4 ( tiiitd, " lion We had b cii an fpcitiiig, we 

" and the hon gmeiil m gl t ueollcct lint “ areniw nti import 1 g, i am 11 Hi light 

he Ind mentioned his intention of piopos hon gent t itu ather ed to tut tv dc nee of 

“ mga icduttion oftlie dii‘j on su^ii w isb “ Mi Airhui Yc uin. md others 11 d con- 

" m Older to t liable the disiiileiies to ein- “ ten ^cd tint the c 11 wast' h in tout, 

“ ploy sugai with adi Ullage AnotJ ei lei " thit the nop w is lefuinit tncl ti uitwis 

“ sin foi desiimgaii niteiv d w is tocoiis dcr " expedient to ud 11 some such m *isi re is 

*. how the dilhculty, with 1 spttt to fre- " the present He dc me 1 tint the high pri e 

lind, lOiild be got over Hit lion geiit ” could possibly^ itsult liom the i»i ition 

" (Ml li , ,“raid) WHO hid txpKsscd him- " of thisqutstiin Hie f fleet ot that mdst 

" sell so .stum Jy wiiii legaid to i ucom- “ haiebttii ouiicof a conJtnry dtstiiption. 

" mend'iliou of the com iiittce, which he ‘ Hie cause wa- the scirtiti in Votland, 

" considered as an attemut ti \ olate the ‘ ujd the diftcrtiii crops in other pl'’ccs It 

" act of union, was hiiily 1 isonable m ‘ would bo impi per to biitie^lht nieisuio 

his objection to a CO npioiiusc bv which ' 1 ito optiatioii sooner 1 1 ntlielslot July 

“ tint difficulty was dune iwi_,, and the ' is the distillers ought u hue tin c t««ilis- 

“ Resol ition p-oposed ii such a shape ‘ pose of that grim wli i h tl iv hau in siith 

" as made it a commo i qiustion with i^c- ‘ a stite that it could he j [ lied to 1 « other 

“ sped to both countries lint tins reii ' purpose lie snutl tl it tin cm ,) of po- 

'* dered the proposition mote dilbciilt he al ‘ t imes had faiii-d in lie' nd, and that bjr 
*' lowed, but when both couuiiies weie ' the tfttit ot tl, i | lop s tion the penplo 

" united, and the tiade in grim peifectly ' tlum would hi\e othei to d cheaps 1 Ibo 

“ fre' between ihtm, it appeared that theie ' meisiiie ought -ilw i>»to he roiisideied as 

•' was no step tint could betikeii to w.ivo ' a leiiipuiary oik He admiHed th,it it 

" the gmn here that did not cqinlly apply wis hiv duty 10 i i'rC t ite of the revenue, 

** tolrelind When thcie w is ahuiulance and lint this was 111 impot taut const Icra- 

“ or scarcity m one c nmiiy, they wontd be stion But he btin veil tli it the revenue 
equally felt in the nilur If tie piicts would not suffci nntciial'i, .ind tli^t iii8 
"bare weic In^h, ihcj miwt^iHvvisc 4 }& difficulty of the colicctioinn liciaud might 
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f- tie got over. He hoped* upon the whole, i 
'^.tliat thf«e genilemeu who objected to the 
quarter from which the proposition came, 

“ would dismiss from their minds, in con- 
“ sidering the subject, every thing except. 
" its real merits.- This was the.proper view 
“ of It, and he hoped that no strenuous op- 
position* would be ijersi-sted in.”—“ Mr. 
P 0 N 8 OMSY declared, that if he had not 
*' read the resolutions proposed by the noble 
" lord, he would have voted for tho motion 
't of going into the comnxittec; b^t the 
reading of these resolutions wa% suf- 
** cient to satisfy his mind as to the pro- 
priety of an opposite course. The gen- 
**■ tlemen on the otlier side, he ob- 
*{ served, had taken (juite diilerent routes 
to recommend the measure of the noble 
‘‘ lord. One had pleaded for it as necessary 
** to relieve the West India merchants, 

' while another contended that it was called 
“ for in order to guaul against scarcity. 
” To shew that t!ie latter ground was 
*' erroneous, the right hon. gent, entered 
into a comparative statement of the pricc.s 
“ of corn, at various periods, particularly 
'*' ip Ireland; and he also quoted several 
“ rassages' from the evidence taken before 
“ nfe committee to prove that this ground 
“ Was quite untenable. As to the relief 
“ of the West India merchants, he was as 
“ anxious for it as any man, but to the 
mode now proposed, he stiongly objected; 
“ and, in particular, because he did nut 
“ think this mode could* be effective.”-—— 
“ -SirA.Wellesley as.scrted,that thep.-o. 
“ pleof Ireland, and especially in the not ih, 
“ were very much distressed for provisions, 
“ which distress would, he maintained. 

render a measure oftbU nature necessary, 
“ whatever might be the state of the West 
“ Ftidw merchants.”— “Col. Montgomery 
“ stated, that the scarcity of the putatoe 
*• crops in that part of Ireland with which 
“ he was acquainted, had been such .last 
“ year as to al*brdsc.irc('ly enough to spare 
“ for the ordinary cultivation or seed. The 
CffF.sequence therefore was to jiroduce a 
” proportionable scarcity of corn, which 
“ be tbouglit the measure under consider 
“ ration calculated to alleviate, if not to rc- 
“ medy; therefore he should vote for it.”— 
“ Sir John Newport was surprized at the 
atatement, that the north of Ireland had 
“ recently experienced any material want 
“ of previsions, as tlie price of corn had 
“ not hi:en for several months Pt all flue- 
“ mating, at one of the pieatest ports for 
*' the export of that article inlrel.md; hz: 
“ rae^nt Waterford. If any scarcity ex- 
*' i.sted in the north, he natuially concluded 
“ that such scarcity wculd have affected 
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•• tbi price of corn pt Waferford. * He- ge-s 
“ nerally deprecated the interpo^tioa of 
“ ^the legislature upon subjects of this na« ^ 
“*ture. He thought such inter{K>sitioo,*'m ' f 
“ almost every instance, c,\tremely noxitjwv-c, 
“ Indeed, experience had proved that no* 

“ thiug'out imperious necessity could ex* 

“ case it. To such interposition he believ* 

“ ed it was owing that this country was 
“ not able to grow sufficient fora for ' 

“ its population as it formerly did. ' 
“ From the enactment of Mr. Pamell’s 
“ act to the pVesent, the interposhion he 
“ deprecated was found injurious. As to ‘ 
“ the rise whicli had recently taken place 
“ in the prices of sugar and corn, it appear- 
“ ed to him to proceed from the specula* 

“ tions likely to arise out of the existence of 
“ a committee upon thi* subject.”—— 

“ Mr. Foster stated, in the most un* 

“ equivocal terms, that he meant to vote 
“ in opposition to his colleagues. His 
“ reasons were : in the 1st place, he 
*' thought it to be .contrary to ali acknow* 

“ lodged maxims of agriculture to say, 

“ that we should prevent the use of grain 
“ in one of its regular channels, merely 
“ for the benefit of the West India colo- 
“ nists; and in the 2d place, if there were 
“ any ground for such a prohibition, it 
“ ought to be shewn that the necessity of 
“ adopting sach a measure arose from the 
“ dearth or scarcity of grain, or some just 
“ cause for the apprehension that such a 
“ case was likely to happen. The corn of 
“ the country was by the wisest and most 
“ experienced politicians left in general to 
“ find its own level in the market, by the 
“ usual means of competition among the 
“ dealers. When there was a bad harvest,. 

“ and the price of grain advanced much 
“ higher than usual, there were always-per- 
“ sons re-ddy to import from foreign mar- 
“ kets, and thus keep down the price whiUt 
“ they promoted ^heir own interests. But 
“ it never couhl be the interest of any state > 
*' to be disregardfal of the interests of the 
“ farmer, and not to leave him some open* 

“ ing lO dispose of the surplus of his crop. 

“ '^’hesc opportunities were first, in the sale 
“ at the breweries and distilleries, and ae* 
condly, by exportation, He believed that 
“ this was the nr-.t time in the English hU- 
“ tory, except in a time of scarcity, or the 
“ apprehension of such-'an event, that ever 
“ the legislature attempted thus to tamper . 
" with the agricultural interests of the na* 


tion. 


. Besides that, he could not believe 
that it was capable of affording any sub* 
“ slantial relief to the West India merchants 
“ o« planteratj and if the hou^ once adopted 
“ such a measure, and left such a precedent 
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Journab^it iaqionible to’iay 
'* to wbat extent 'tlie mischief might becar- 
7 ried hereafter. Oenileinen might say 
"what they pleased in that house upon the 
but their wetds would have no 
" effect upon the country at large; and the 
** precedent would appear upon theif Jour- 
" nalt without their arguments in support 
** of the measure, so that hereafter it migtrt 
" be made use of, bnt on slighter grounds 
even than those on which the present pro* 
position stood. Agriculture was a busi- 
" ness that required most* extraordit.ary 
** steadiness, more than almost any other 
*' pursuits that mankind were engaged in; 
" and if the farmers were left witfrout four 
” years steadiness, in the law that was to 
" govern them, there would be no market, 
comparatively speaking, for a redundant 
" crop, and no resource in time of scarcity. 
" In Ireland there was no steadiness in the 
" hiW upon this head until the year 1784. 
“ The law was at that time fixed j and al- 
most ever since they have been able to 
*' send considerable^d^plies c/f grain annual* 
" ly to England. In every foint of view 
" that he could look iqioit the present sub* 
" ject, it left so strong an impression of it.s 
f‘ impolicy on his mind, that he felt himself 
" bound to vote against the Speaker's leav* 
“ ing the chair.”— Ma. Winoham de- 
" dared that the principles laid down by 
the right hon. gent, who had just sat 
down, and by another right hon. gen- 
" tleman (Mr. Ponsonby) need only be 
" heard, to carry conviction to the mind of 
" any dispassionate man. The committee, 
" however, had been instructed to consider 
" of the best means of alfording relief to the 
West India planters, and to consider of 
" that subject only, as it was imagined at 
*' least} but all of a sudden, and most con* 
** venientiy it seems for the wishe.s of the 
*' gentlemen on the other side (all but the 
chancellor of the exchequer for Ireland), 
the idea of a scarcity in the country darts 
" upon their mind, something like Bayes’s 
army in disguise, and gives a new turn to 
" their proceedings. Bcally, whilst there 
was such vaccination of opinion, Slich un- 
" steadiness among their councils, there was 
little or no hoise left for confidence in fiu* 
ture. And, in fact, if there was any 
" thing like a scarcity in the country', the 
" very words of ministers that night 
were calculated to spread an alitrm and 

** add to the necessity,"-*' Lord Cas* 

" TI.BRF.AUH argued at considerably length, 
** to prove that barley and oats were at 
present nearly double the price which 
" they were sold at in the years • i 795 
" and 1^00, in Lfludon, and in some parts 


of fntlMfd they mti tfchle the ' 

they were ih these two' yeaf* of fefRiKiir 
able scarcity."*—***' Me. Sohv iunA 
did not think the nteasute went -fitr 
enough."—" Sir H.MiLDMATthou^t 
it necessary to cohtrovert the assertions of 
the noble lord (Castlereagh), in order tO 
prevent the effect of any unfounded aiana 
in the country, which might be that 
ooosequence of his calcnlations if they 
** were not disproved."———It was easy 
to foresee, that very little of what wee 
new could possibly be said upon tlse 8ub« 
ject of this debate; and, accordiuj^y, 
there does not appear, from this report, to 
ha\'e been one atgument made use of, ^‘hich 
bad not before been run to the very lees. 
There are, however, some assertitms and re^ 
marks that deserve to be particnlarly iioticetL' 
Mr. Coke said, that ** there had been an in*- 


crease of one-fourth in the produce of wbeflC 
v'ilhiu the last fourteen years." This u^s 
meant, 1 suppose, to shew that the land 
was capable of supplying all the xvants ofdul 
people, without the aid of West Indift’pfoS: 
ducc to be used in the di.stilleries. But, UU". 
fortunately fof Mr. Coke, it is a fact noktol^ 
denied, that, during llie last fourteen 
during the progress of this a8tonishiH||^’* 
crease, the nation has been increasing iU- 
portsof torn, and that it has experienced UMte 
distress from scarcity than during a whehf 
century preceding. If such be the eftluit df 
Mr. Coke's increase, or, if his increase does 
not prevent such dlfcct, what is the Utie 0 ^ 
it ? And to what end have tlTose numefoutt- 
clubs of wise men been formed, wbowhtdh; 
over the agricultural concerns of thecsKIjS*'' 
try, and one of which clubs, coflsls#^'^' 
hard-woi king farmers (poor fellows 
a cup, oravas^ of gold, to be pr^Rtw'^ 
this very Mr. Coke, and of which he^ ficdlpf«’ 
ed? A man of great ambition .and'tti^l 
talent will always be, if he be rich, at the.Acad 
uftsometliing or other. He will always-ifthd^ 
flatterers amongst either knaves or 
knd, if he cannot purchase flatteiy fromflte^ 
high, he will continue to descend, 
means meet with a commodity suited lot 
their extent.—Mr. Coke spoke aboulthd 
taxes which the land had to pay thepcbt*. 
rates, the property tax. I have, in my last 
Register but one, shewn the decided adf^<>'. 
tBge which the land-owner has, with 
pect to the property tax, over the annuit8iflf|' 
the life-holder, the merchant, the tnwhisa* 
man, the lawyer, the doctor, the pantdhk 
and every body else except the king, 
money in the funds the Whig ministry Ex¬ 
empted from the operation of the^iro^^ 
tax. With regard to tlie poor r^s, I haii^ 
shewn that they fall, as they ought to fa1i» 
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9 pon the comumm^f the corn, and not upon 
tjie cultivator, any more than the paper 
tax fiiIlB U|K)n the paper*makers, or than the 
stamp tax falls upon the printers of news¬ 
papers. But, Mr. Coke went a little further j 
and counted amongst the hardships, which 
the cultivators of the land liad to endure, the 
jeiistence'of tithes. To be sure this was 
paying the petitioning clergy in their own 
coin. I have perceived, th.:t many ofo the 
clergy arc amongst the oduncates for high 
pnices. At one of the meetings, a Reverend 
Mr. Somebody was in the chair ; and, it 
resolved, of course, that the admission 
of sugar into the distilleries would lessen the 
value of tithes, lint, here comes Mr. Coke 
and ftlis us, that the existence of tithes is 
{tself one of the hardships upon the farmer ; 

' one of the checks to cultivation j one of the 
causes of scarcity; and, ofconr.se, one of 
rise things to begot rid of as soon ns possible. 

1 should like to see this Reverend petitioner 
and Mr. Coke face to face, each with his 
manifesto in his hand. As to the *' hardship'’ 
it wants no proving, that tithes are no more 
a hardship than rent is; that the claim of the 
clergy to the tithes is as good as Mr. Coke's 
claim to his rent, and oi much greateranti- 
quitjl) that neither the owner of the land 
uor the cultivator of the land ha.s any just 
complaint upon this scote; and th.it, .as to 
tithes being a check to cvltiuation, they hare 
existed fur a thousand yeans, and Mr. | 
Young and Mr, Wakefield have amply 
proved, that for many yt'ars, at no very rc- 
tnote period, itiiigland was constantlv an ex- 
porUng’OooMty . 'Tithes were no check to cul¬ 
tivation then, and w'hy should they be so c in- 
. siderednow ? There h.'ive been, in all times, 
^4 under all our forms of roligiou,s worship, 
men who grudged to pay the parson, and 
thea^ same men grudgr-d, 'be assured, to 
pay the landlord, the only difference being 
that they tbund (he liiciai\ by more easy to 
bedefrauded than the Sijniic.nchy. A rub¬ 
ber ^duni is sasooH tempted to attack the 
ffrnpi^'Bs be is to attatktlie weak. This is 
leason that lean discover, why a 
cla'u^ir is not set up ag.iinst rents ns well as 
against tithes ; and, this reason becomes con- 
entsiv'e, when we observe, wliich is imiver- 
^ly the Case, that when* the tidies .arc im¬ 
propriate, where they do not belong to the 
dergy, the collection of them excites no visi¬ 
ble dts'contet.t. The grey coats pay to one 
another most clieertuiiy ; but, the mo¬ 
ment the black coat puU in its claim, 
thoiigh the claim has no t.iii‘ fofindalion ex¬ 
cept in the black coal, a cl inimir is set up 
about Ii^ixkhip and oppression. “ Connliy 
itl'mcn," linked! Aro those woilby 
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of mat honourable appellation, who join is 
this clamour; a clamour flying m the face 
of our most ancient laws and usages, and 
a1 -o in the face of reason and of justice r The 
tithes, generally speaking, were set apa^lab^ 
(he ancient proprietors of the soil for the 
maintefiance of an order of persons, whose 
lives should be devoted to the service of the 
whole uf each parish, poor as well as rich. 
They do not belong to those who are flow 
owners or renters of land. They belong to the 
whole parish, and are put into the hands of 
one person, thdt that person may be enabled 
to devote bis time and talents to the teaching 
of the ignorant, and the comforting of the 
afilieted. (.'I'his, tlien, is an establishment, 
which,one would think, “thecountry gen¬ 
tlemen ” would vie with each other in 
cherishing; but, since thece clubs of culti¬ 
vators liave been formed in the country, 
since this new and heretofore untbought of 
sect iuis aiisen, it has become the fashion to 
regard as an evil ever^ thing that appears to 
deduct from tie immediate gains of the 
cultivator. Tkhes hafe^his appearance, in¬ 
deed, to those'^only whose reasoning faculties 
are smothered by the little details of culliva- 
tion ; but, such is the appearance to them, 
and as their views are confined to the gains of 
the cultiv.'itor, (bey cry out, of course, against 

tiihcs.-Mr. Coke will .say, perhaps, 

that he does not wish to rob the church and 
the land-less of any portion of their patri¬ 
mony. He would only commu/e the tithes. 
Rut, he would, doubtle.ss, can.se the cultivator 
to paif less on account of tithes, than he 
now pays; for, unless that were the effect, 
w'hat sense is there in his complaint ? And if 
(hat were the cil'cet, the ciiurcb and poor, let 
the manner be what it might, w'ould expert- . 

ence a robbery.-To a liberal mind, there 

appears, at the first blush, something so 
uimaiural iu this clamour, when poming 
from the months of gentlemen, that room is' 
left for nothing but astonishment. A littia 
reflection, however, shews us, (hat .such 
persons, having their minds bent solely upon 
the profits immediately derivable from their 
lands, v.aunot bear the idea of a participator. 
'They^se*dearly enough, that in all the profits 
of the farmer they sh.ne ; but, tliey cannot 
so,easily see, that they derive a benefit from 
the prosperity of the clergy, wliom they look 
upon a.s joint landlords with themselves, and' 
of whose partnership they are, in proppi tioo 
totiievaiue they setupon the concern, anxious’ 
to get rid.—-This anxiety has been fruitful in 
its invention of argumenis ; oneof which io, 
that tiilies are a dtscouiagernent to improve- 
ments, and that, at any n te, new enck* 
sures chould, for some ^ears, at least, bO 
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liidie free. For what?. That the.ca(#al 
may be brought from titheable lands, and 
ap]Aied to kauds uoi tithesbie? In short, 

' that thu church and poor njay he^cheaied’ 
<he> ciunoi yet be openly robied. 
The same arguuiLUt applies to all improve¬ 
ments} and vou MfC it frequently stated by 
writers of crodnabic talents, that it is unjust, 
that tne clergy should come and take the 
tenth of what is produced by manure which 
.the farmer has purcliased; just as it those 
who endowed the several churches with the 
tenth of the produce of thdr land; who 
fefr, or who sold, their land with that charge 
upon it; just as if the meaning of these 
persons was, that the parson's claiyi should 
be confined to the tenth of what the laud 
would produce in its natural state ! As if 
the tithe were not to be collected upon the 
capital of the farmer; and, as if the poor 
farmer, who is unable to manure his land, 
ought to pay, per .acre, as much in tithe as 
the rich farmyr, who is able to manure his 
land so as to make it prqduce live times as 
much ! Is there any justice f is there any 
reason ; is there any common Sibnse in this ? 
And, could notions so preposterous ever have 
been engendered but in minds absorbed in the 
contemplation of the means of insuring 
immediate and undivided gain ? -— I was 
vexed, though, 1 must confess, not much 
surprized, to perceive, that the observation 
of Mr. Coke, respecting tithes, escaped 
unnoticed in the house, wlieie there were so 
k many persons, whose doty it was to have 
noticed it j and who might have so tri¬ 
umphantly coupled this complaint with 
the others tiiat he was making. For a 
thous.nud years these tithes have been 
Gollected j it is allowed, by the agricultural 
clubbists themselves, th.it. duriug part of 
ta.it lime, the land of England has pro¬ 
duced so tjbundantly as to enable the country 
largely to export coin; it is notorious, 
that, under the existence of these tithes, 
this nation has wonderfully flourished, and 
increased in power ; that, from a mere no¬ 
thing, from a mere island of savages (and 
she was little better at the lime when 
tithes were first settled), slic has bocome 
one of the most powerful and most 
polished nafions in the world, leaving all, 
sptheis far behind in the general prevalence 
of science, and, what is still more, in the 
wisdom of her civil institu'ions and in the 
• morality of her people. And yet, w« are 
now, all of a sudden, to be told, that we 
cannot prosjter. unless tithes be abolished ; a 
new sect of cultivators arise, and have the 
assurance to tell us, that, unless we do away 
the law of tithes, this most ancient la^M^ of 
English property, Ergaul can no longer 



pronper! this they 

too. almost in the same breath, that then 
tell us, that there ere **■ morefarmess 
farms ," and that, wherever there is latifll . 
to be had, there it sure to be a press of c4«' 

pital for its cultivation.-When 1 have . 

been listening to these complaints 
tithes, it has often occurred to me to as||^‘ • 
how it hap()eu$, that the laws relating to 
mandfiai righ.s remain unconaplained of? 
Quit rents and fines and heriots are certain¬ 
ly as objectionable as tithes; they are fre¬ 
quently a real bar to improvement on the 
part of the immediate holder; and all the 
duties attached to these rights have, in real¬ 
ity, long ago ceased to be performed. But, 
these rights are, for the most part, right! ^ 
the ‘Squirearchy} and, therefore, it is, that 
we hear no complaint against them. — ■■ 
These remarks about tithes have, it is trues, 
little to do with the question before us; bnt^' 
I could^ not sufi'er (he observation of Mr^ ' 
Coke to pass unnoticed ; and liaring siiewis..:, 
the gruundle.sstie.ss of his complaint upoit.i 
this score, may be of service in induej^ (Wn 
reader to examine into the' nature of 
other complaints. The principle, upot|; 
which these agricultural mania men appeajr 
to proceed is this: that, as corn isthedhtiSf' 
of life, they, who are engaged in the rais*; 
ing of corn, ought to be looked upon as the 
only part of the community entitled to the 
protect Lon of the government. They are 
pleased, modest gentlemen, to regard the 
properties of the so^l and of the climate, ' 
and even the blessings of ProvicIPnee, as the 
production of their own personal merits, ■' 
They tell us, tliat they “ feed the nation j** 
and, really, they do seem to consider Uie 
rest of us in a light somewhat resembling'' . 
that of their cattle. Bm, let them remem¬ 
ber, that, if the land is exclusively theift,' 
the air is not, nor the sunshine, nor (ho 
rain ; and, if they tell u;;, that the land is 
t/ieirf, we can and ought to tell them, that, 
the air is ours, who are the deeded majority. < 
—SiB John Sinclair's speech afibrd* 
another instance of the everlasting selfaaon-^, 
tradiction, into which the corn party fall... 
In answer to the argument, that the stop- ■ 
page of importation might produce a scarj- 
city, unles.s the distilleries were stopped; ' 
Sir John said: “ that he hoped, that we 
“ might soon have an importation from 
“ America, as we already might from our, , 
" own colonies in the tforth of i^merica,” 
——First, a.s to the fads. Arthur 

Young has said, in his letters to me, tbat» - 
as to America, what she can supply u.s with 
is scarcely worth naming. And, whye did .. 
■Sir John learn, that “ our own colonies in 
“ the North of America were rapa’ol? of 
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7tn instant, that gentleman used the utmost 
of his end^ours to alarm us; but, then. 
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#* doing dny thing lo_ tJiis way ? ’’ Nova I 
Scotia imports groat* iiitrt of its flour, Indian I 
meal and corn, and even meat, from the 
tluited States. So does Newfoundland. 
New Brunswick cannot send us two ship 
load ot flour in a year j and Canada not ten 
Ihip load. All oar North American colonies 
ptit together are unable to supply them¬ 
selves with a sufficiency of food. I'heir 
whole annual produce, leaving nothing for 
themselves, would not feed London and 
Westmin.ster for one day. But, now to the 
masoning: why. Sir John, do you hope 
that we sliall soon have corn from America 
And, what is the ditl'ercncc. Sir John, whe¬ 
ther we get com trom America or Sugar 
from the West L 'lies to supply the place of 
corn! I mean. Sir John, what is the differ¬ 
ence to the English or Scotch corn-grower ? 

I am very much deceived, Sir John, if you, 
eVen with the aid of that magic straw-pen, 

. which }Mtt sent to Lisle, for the pivpose of 
signinr; i!'.'* treaty that was about to be made 
..between Lngl.ind and Erance, could explain 
this difference to the satisfaction of any man 
of common sense. Do you hope for corn 
frorti Ameiica, becau.se you know that it 
Cannot come from thence ? From America j 
ffflfn our own colonies in America ; from 
any place tut that which is ready to 
send us it 1 Mr. Wakefield very consistent¬ 
ly says, that, if the West Indies could 
send ns corn, he would not let it comej 
but, you. Sir John, insist, that the impor¬ 
tation of sug.-ir to snppfy the' place of corn, 
f/vould be injurious to the farmers, and yet 
you hope soon to see corn itself im¬ 
ported from America.-Ma. Cuuwen 

said, that, if the war turned us from 
commerce to agriculture, it would be a 
Croat benefit to tlie cuiuitry. Agreed; but, 
Wt the thing take place; and, in the mean¬ 
while let us rejoice, that all the alarms of 
the agricultural clubs have ceased. Don't 
^larm the people, says Sir Henry Milrfmay 
(who sent liw tenants to the Winchester 
ttreeting, though he had the decency to keep 
,awaf himselt)r with a cry of scarcity. 

' 31»ere is no signs of approaching scarcity, 
says Mt. Coke. The scari'iiy in the High¬ 
lands of Scotland (that plentiful country) 
was. temporary, says Sir John Smcl.iir. 
There are plenty of potatoes in Ireland, says 
Sir John Newport. And, do pray observe, 
ftadcr, that they all say, to a man, that the 
sitting of the committee, in pl.ire of lowering 
the price of bailey, has raised the jirice. 
Fray look at my motto once more, and ask 
yourself then, when we shall hope to see ah 
end of tkese shocking contradictions?—— 
In those letters of Mr. Young, to which I so 
• frequently referred in my lleg ster of the 


.his objqpt was to obtain what be regarded, 
as advantages to agriculture. The Baltic 
is shut up J America cannot supply usitTlIW* 
ministers may find corn in the moon, per¬ 
haps,‘but I know not where it is to come 
from in this lower world; we have ^iH now 
imported to the amount of two minions 
sterling a year j one-seventh part of our food 
has come from abroad; make haste to do' 
something to get more corn; the effect of at 
short crop or a week’s mildew cannot be 
contemplated without terror; make haste, 
then, to get more corn; I do not know ve¬ 
ry well what to recommend, but make haste, 
pass a general enclosure bill, let us raise po¬ 
tatoes, get substitutes, T am all in a sweat, 
taxes, poor-rates, tithes, it is for parliament 
to decide, but, for heaven’s sake, let them 
dispatch !” Well, the ministers find out a 
substitute for 300,00(t <]uarters of corn, at 
once. Here is thi!,.su'ostitute already in our 
hands; and now, behold this gentleman, 
who was in stich a teraible taking to get sub¬ 
stitutes ; wfiose very soul was harrowed up 
at the thought of a short crop, or a week’s 
mildew, knits me up his mouth, and says, 
that we do not want any substitutes; and 
that, though the last year’s crop was a short 
one, corn is still too cheap to pay the farmer 
fur growing it; and, so, like the people in 

the Critic, they say one and all.-Ma. 

Makryatt gave the public, or me, at least, 
a piece of information, of which 1 was not ' 
in possession before. The West India colo¬ 
nies were, it is notorious, supplied with 
great part of their food from the United 
States of America. Upon the news of the 
embargo being laid in America, a dcpuiatiofi 
of the West India merchants waited upon 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to ask if 
corn might be jierraitled to be sent from this 
country to the West Indies ?" “ No,” was 
the answer. " We want all our corn at home, 

“ and more too, seeing that the foreign corn 
“ ports are closed.”—“ Well then,"said the 
West Indians, “ let ns bring our sugar here 
" to be distilled, and to save some of your 
" /:ofu. Nay, we have got some sugar 
“ here now, spoiling in your store-houses j 
r" let that be distilled in place of corn.” j 
Nothing could be more reasonable; and''' 
would not that minister have deserved a 
horsewhip, if not a halter, who should hav* 
turndd a deaf car to the application, for fear' 
of offending the proprietors of the land ? 
Are {'on afraid of scarcity, Mr. Young? 
the West Indies have now in the stores sub- 
stitutes for 300,000 quarters of com. Are 
yoif afraid of a glut, Mr. Young ? The West 
indies have a demand fur twine 300,000 
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qdarters of corn. And yet, voo wiH not 
let their sugar be distilled. Both ways, or 
eithec way, they are ready to accomroodato 
and yet you turn from them with dis- 
though you are, at the same time, 
filled with apprehensions.— —Mr. Chute’s 
speech was a very wise one. He asserted, 
that 'the opposition to the measure was 
groqnded on the clearest and most solid 
principles; but, he left those principles to 
' be stated and their solidity to be proved hij 
o/Afrs.—There is one way^ which strikes 
tna here, of increasing the quantity of corn, 
without having recourse to the West Indies, 
and that is by cutting dawn the measure ^ 
but, 1 shall leave this method to be*develop- 

edand explained by others.- Mr. Foster 

said, that, '* when there was a bad harvest, 
*' people were always ready to import, and 
thus keep dou>n the price.” If applicable 
to any thing, this must have been in answer 
to some one who stated his apprehensions of 
scarcity; and, if so, it raiglit IiJive been put 
to Mr. Foster, whence those people were 
now to import ? Good Lord ! wjicn shall we 
hear an end of these arguments, or, rather, of 

these shifts and turns ?-1 liave now done 

with this debate, and should here put an end 
to my observations, for the present, bad I 
not seen, from the debate of the 23rd in¬ 
stant (which ended with a division, in which 
the measure had a majority of 36 in its 
iavour), that this has, at last been made 

a parly question. -" Mr. Barham," in 

the debate here referred to, “ observed, with 
surprize, “ that this was made a sort of 
party qnestion by gentlemen with whom 
he commonly acted. I’liey .seemed to 
“ think it would be of consequence fqr 
them to beat ministers, even in a question 
" like this. But did they really suppose, 
** that a failure in this measure would cause 
** ministers to change their situations, or 
** would enable them (the opposition) to 
change theirs ? It unquestionably would 
** have no such eficct. They would, for 
** the moment, become the dupes of a set 
of men who uniformly voted .'igainst them,* 
** who were then laughing in their sleeves at 
their credulity; and who the nioraenl they 
** had gained their end would skip over to 
the other side, and by their more thaif 
sedulous and obsequious attendance on 
** the will of ministers, during the remain- 
f/ der of the session, would endeavour to 
*’ atone for their desertion in this single in- 
" stance,' which was dictated solely by 
** motives of self-interest. There was one 
" thing, however, coniwcted with this sub- 
ject, to which he wished to call theatten- 
** tiw of the house, and of his right tion. 
** firiead (Mr, -Ponsonby). Last night he 
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** had received a letter| at leatb tib# 
was addressed to him, in the santt^ li 
it had been usual to send letters on. pafV 
'*■ iiamentary business, conceived in dUfeti^ 
shades of earnestness, according to ti:;^ 
*' urgency of the subject. In this IcH^ hM 
attendance ivas particularly and farA<;sity '■ 
“ requested in the house of comi^ojis this 
“ day, when the sugar business would coma 
" fA ward} and an early division lake places 
** He mentionedthiscircumst.ince,con8cieoi 
as he w'as that the letter was in the saiqq 
" band-writing as usual, that his right bon, 
" friend might have an opportunity of ex- 
** plaining the matter. If any person bad 
'* pre.sumed to practice an imposture, and 
" to hold out the recommendation of a 
" particular measure, where no such r«- 
“ commendation w'as intended, ha C(8isi> 
" dered it to be a most unwarrantable atid 

** uujusliiiahic act." - -The effect would 

be preoisely that which Mr. B.irhain de¬ 
scribes; and, besides, the outs, from this 
endeavour to fake advant.ige of the division 
amongst their opponenis, would, if tins 
measure were rejected, incur the general 
hatred of the country, in a greater degree 
than that in which it is now felt towards thgm ; 
fur, wh.atevcr the few may say, whatever 
clamour they have been able to raise, the 
country in general is for the measure, and 
the prevalent opinion is, that the opposition 
of the land-owners arises solely from a de¬ 
sire to keep up the price of corn, and, of 
course to keep up their rents ; (pr. I'll war¬ 
rant them not to join in the farnrers* tbast: 

“ Cheap land and dear corn." . I cer^ 

tainly do not recollect an opposition so ma¬ 
nifestly founded in self-interest .as this, op¬ 
position has been. The outs know well^ 
that, for the votes they have g.iined Ufjpti, 
this occasion, they have to thank mere s?!-. 
fishness; and yet their miserable partixapa of 
the press are endeavouring to give to the thing 
an 5lir of party triumph.— —Mb. PEHCEVAJ^j. 
said, in the debate last reftrred to, tbaf 
" he W'as much surprized to find the naaa* 

" sure so strenuously opposed by soro^geci-., 
“ tlemen, who, even during the prese^ 

*' session, had applied to him under^ f/w* 
" aJ>prchensions of impending scarcity,**^ 
Aye! but that application, I suppose, waf„ 
accompanied with some agricultural propOi, 
sition. They wanted to terrify him iqtO f,, 
general inclosure bill, a comrout^ioti ^ 
tithes, or some such fancied good to 
owners and cultivators of the land, 
they found, that the ministry wei^ to bid, 
scared into nothing of this sort, their alarms 
ing efibrts ceased ; and when they «fouo4ir 
that a remedy other tfian that wntcH they 
would have proposed, bpid been discovered, 
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tli«i they opposed it, -n a matter of course, to consider the West Indians as mere speca» 

I trust, that the measure will be carried, la'ors; nay, as gambling dealers ; but, in 

not bemuse I think it will be useful as o Vhat do they differ'from him? 'Ilidy aVe 

prevenlive 6f scarcity, for, I have stated, land-owners as well as he; and, as to |bdr. 

and auy nton may satisfy himself of flie fact, slaves, of whom Mr. Chute spoke, f wish’ 

, that the food, which will thereby be saved with <all my heart, that the labourers of 

(excliMi)^ of that which now comes out of Norfolk were fed as well as the labourers in 

the distilleries in food, that is to say, in food the Wost Iiuhes, though, if the thing can 

foe cows and hogs) will amount tp no be, 1 shall certainly be glad lo see fhi? blacks 

Itnore than 4^'!. worth in a year to each in- as free, in every respect, as the whites. At 

dividual; but, in proportion as the saving any rate, it is most unjust and most unmanly 

of food will be small, will also be small the to rip up tbft grievance now. That black 

pretended injury to the farm.-f and the land- slavery exists is not the fault «f the West 

owner, while the advantage will be very Indians. The fault was that of ihe mother 

great to the suffering West India planter; country,, who established the system: and 

and besides, there will be this peculiar ad- who cannot with justice C()m|>)uiti of its ex- 

^antage as to revenue, that, though a time istence, without doing it away at once, and 
of scarcity should arise, the revenue from making a full compciisatlti'i ti? the owners of 
tile distilleries will continue to be received in the slaves. Is Mr. Chute ro.idy to contri- 

the same mann- r as if no scarcity existed, bute his share towards carrving into ctfeci a 

I would rather nave a permission than & re- measure of this sort? If he is not, vyhy 

striclion ; but, then, sugar must be Released does he couple the subject of negro-sLivery 

from ill previous duties. It must start fairly with th.it of the distillation of sugar ?- 

with the barley, or else the permission i.s There n«ver r.vas, ns far as my ob>ieivatiow 
nothing. - - I perceive, that almost ail tlie and recollection serve me, any set of pcojile 
new.spapers are against the proposed mca- so ill treated by any govi.'rnriieni, as the 
sure; no bad proof df its justice and West Indians have been treated by thisgo- 
poiivy; for, in no one instance do I recol- vernmerit. First, they are compelled to 
lect them to have been unanimous except in purchase all their clothing, and all their 
favour of some gross error, or delusion, manufactures of every description, fiom the 
They have often fiiiled; and, I am deceived, mutlier country ; and, except a little rum 
if they will not fail now. Ihe trial is be- and nioliises, that they are allowed to ex¬ 
tween the plain good sense of the country change with the Americans for food and 
at large and the sophistioations of the solfi>h ^ lumber (which the mother country cannot y 
few. Ihe farrmer has, upon this occa-ion, supply them with), they are compelled to 

had a pretty fair cl'.ance, and I have no doubt bring the whole of their produce to the 

ofjts ultimately prevailing. The agricultu- mother country, and that, too, in ships be- 
ralists are become a sect; a combination ; longing to the mother country, while they 
an affiliation of clubs ; they act in concert, are, at the same lime, compelled to maio- 
and they are spread all over the country, tain their own internal governments, civil 
They have a multitude of .scVibblers amongst and military, and to have and to pay such 
tbern. They are schemers by profession, governors and officers as the mother coun- 
Their connection with the press is very ex- try chooses to send to rule them.'^ Hither 
tensive. All the provincial papers are at their they are compelled to bring their sugar; 

Thereforjp, if they should be beareii here they have to pay for their clothing and 
in a contest with the poor, inert, divided their household goods ; and yet, even at a 
West*[adians, there will no doubt remain of time, when it is avowed that we are in great 
the badness of their cause. My opinion is, danget from a probable scarcity of corn ; 
that the agriculturalists have expended, in when it is in evidence, before a committee of 
I^VagrapIis, advertisements, meetings, and the House of Commons, that the last crop 
the like, in order to carry their point, half a short one, and that scarcity actually , 

as niuch money as a year’s corn, used in the exists in some parts of the kingdom ; even J 
distilleries, is worth ; wliile the West In- at such a time, there is a formidable oppo-'" ’ 

c^iw'b^ve made scarcely a single effort of sition to the admission of sugar into that* 

lOSi Kind. Indeed, they haw it not in their sort of manufacture, where it wilbact 'aS'K- . 

Tl’*y ^lave been ruined, absolutely substitute for corn.-It is now found Mt,' 

tntned, by the hard measure dealt them by by those who joined in abusing me for the 
. They Ivave little more, doctrin^, that commerce is of comparatively 
Jeff than the .remembrance of those fortunes, little value to England. Well, then, let 
^ieb ftey once enjoyed, and which had the West Indians go wliitliersoever they 
desc^d^ to them from their, ancestors, please with their goods ; let them sell them 

Mr. Coke, in his agricultural pride, chooses to those who are willing to fetch them away 

■ ., y 
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ancl tn sapply them with cloathing and other ' 
manufactures in return. This would be 
fttir enough } but, to hold them in a tenfold 
ejiaui ot prohibitions, and, at the same 
time? to treat them as outcasts, isnbomina* 
bly unjust ; it is to set at defi.ince thi^t fun¬ 
damental maxim, that maxim which is the 
basis of civil society, namely, that where 
protection is not yielded, there :-.ofl!lcsiaii*c 
is due. — -Mr. Coke asked, what claim the 


granted to the East Jndiaf Company, 
he ought to know, that that Company i» 
indebted fftfen mUliom to this abased nation^ 
and he will now, 1 warrant it, say nothirte 
to oppose a measure, which, as every man ra 
common information must perceive, witf^ 
lead to the making of the nation anssyerablA^ 
for all the thirty or forty millions of debt, 
which that Company has contracted. Ifibat 
Com|}..hy had had sugar to offer ns as a snb,r> 


West Indians had to relief better ihan the stitnle tor corn, what praises should we have 
Silk Weavers, or persons ei^iged in any heard (he base newspapers bestow upon " our 
other declining trade? It is aux. lelief, t!i :t “ empire in the East!” The “Country* Gen- 


tbe West Indians, in this measure, ask. 
They ask fi>r a fair competition lor 
their produce, in that country, ?o whkh 
tk:y are. compelled to brin^ it. Jf 
the silk-weavers could offer their wares to 
be used instead of corn, there would b' no 
objection at all to give them the permission ; 
to let silk start fairly with corn. But, tiu-re 
is another point, in which the analogy is 
deficient. Who is it that suffers principally 
from rile decay in the silk tqide ? Th >se 
who pay the poor reftes. Tlic.bibciticis m 
silk are thrown for maintenance upon tlie 
nation at large ; but the labourers in sugar 
are to be maintained still, whctlvsir iliev 
work or not, wholly by the proprietors of 


“ tlemen” would not have moved a tongue. 
If they had dared to do it, the llmnder from 
Leadcnh,ill !:tiect would soon have reduc* 
td tlicm to silence, Mr. Coke thinks nothiciH 
of seeing (he whole nation taxed to support 
these real speculators j and even to pay their 
pension list, which aniounls to a great many 
thousands in a year. W.-i» there ever such it 
thing aS this heard, or dreamt of, before ? 
A Company of Merchants having n natiot^l 
debt iiml a pension list, ancl tsHing upon the- 
nation to defny the expense ? Yet, against 
this Mr. Coke -ays not one word, though hu 
tilks about the taxes that oppress agricul- 
tute ; j-ist as if the land did not pay part, 
at Ica-t. of the enormous sums granted to 


the sugar estates. The silk-weavers ore re- the Ea.si indi.! Company.-But, the cause 

lieved, and Mr. Coke contributes towards of tlii.s cJifferenco is, that ilio East Indians 


their relief without grumbling; but, he 
sets his face against any measure of relief to 
the West Indians. The war throws the 
silk-weavers out of employment, and they, 
aS they ought to do, come to the nation at 
large, and are relieved ; but, the We.st In¬ 
dia plantations ate impoverished by the w.ir 
too, and we will neither rtflicve them, nor 
suffer them to relieve themselves by doing 


act in a body ; they have iheir Court of Di¬ 
rectors ; they take care to expend the mo¬ 
ney we give them ip, such a way as to have 
fiiendsin the right place; tlicy have the 
daily press under their control, in conse¬ 
quence of the use of those means, which , 
they know so well how to employ.——This 
snbjvct is now exhausted. I think,, one -' 
may defy the ingenuity of m.an to find out 


what they would be able todo, namely,carry, 
or send, their produce to other countries. 
The silk-weaver may sell his goods if he 
can; he may do what he pleases with them; 
but, the West Indians must bring their 
good.s hither, whether there be a market for 
them or not. And, will any man of com¬ 
mon discernment and common candour s.iv 


any thing new to be said upon it. Some 
miserable cavil, or some precious absurdity,; 
unworthy of notice, may still make its ap- I 
pearance j but, on one side or the other, j 
thc^nind of the nation is n^ade np ; and,U 
therefore, though with anxious wishes for I 
its success, 1 shall leave the measure Jp its 
fate. 


that the cases are parallel ? Will he say 
that there is any resemblance at all between 
them ? And will any just man deny, that 
the West Indians are peculiarly entitled tol 
'the protection of that government, which 
holds them and their concerns in such strict 

abd unrelenting subjection ?-Thi§ hard 

treatment, however, and all this harsh lan¬ 
guage, towards the West Indians, is not seen 
in its proper light, 'till compared wi<4i that 
silent ecquiesence, which Mr. Cuke and bis 
brother ** Country Gentlemen,” give to all 
the lavish grants mads to the East Indians. 
He bas siUen (^uietly and seen three millions 


Curates’ Bill. -^Tliis bill has now. 

passed the House of Commons ; and,' 
though it does not guard against the possible'’ 
negligence, or which is worse, partiality df. 
the Bishops, it will have some effect in thtt 
way of correcting thfe evil and the scandin' 
of non-rcsidence. But, I perceive, ‘ that ft 
takes no notice of curates under lay-impr^^ 
priations. These livings are in the hahili' 
pf private persons ; but, I see no reasbtl 
why they should not be made to cou.tnbb||i' 
towards the msiintenancc of the 
who reside upon them. The jCoUvge of 
M.i^-noolh has friends m sbuuJance, and, 
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tpp^renrty, wry sealous* friendi; and, a ( borough moDgers tn contok j 
pitoviston is talk^ of for the chaplains of the to counteract and faction to tpoliify. Htw 
u;tvy } hut\ not a word is said about curates much more at his ease must such a man 
under lay-impropriators. I hope, that these what a load would 1 m removed from hie 
gentlemen will be considered, upon some mind, if he could step into a House of Octe- 
itnre occasion ; and not only them but nions, f/eely chosen, and having no object ia 
their parishioners } for, if the church be of view but that of agreeing to what they 
wo, It Is the parishioners who are the great- thought good, and opposing^ what Ib^ 
est sufferers in the misapplication of ineans thought bad? A House of Commons,, in 
for supporting that church. ‘ which there would be no strife for office or 

"Westminster ^^^i-ection. —— On Mon- emolument, and in which nine times out of 
day, tl»e23d instant, the anniversary of Sir ten truth woulc^ prevail.--—^Whoever takes 
Francis Burdett’s election for Westminster lime to contemplate the situation of a minis* 
was celebrated at the Crown and Anchor Ta- ter of the king, at the present day, must per¬ 
vert! ill (hat city.-^I'he newspapers have ceive, that those hours and those talents, 

given an account of the proccoclings, and wliich ought to be devoted to the service of 
particularly of a speech made by the Baronet the country j to giving the king wholesome 
himself, in which speech be strenuously in- advice ; to the receiving of information; to 
slits upon the necessity of restoring the House the forming of plans 5 to the performing, in 
of Commons to \vh.it it formerly was, and short, of all his great and numerous duties; 
what the laws .'iiid usages, which comprize those hours and those talents will be found 
what Is called the roiKiitittioii (if it be not a all taken up in preparing for, and carrying 
mere sound!, r(i|uirc tliat that House should on, battles in the House of Commons, in or- 
now be; that is to say, au assemblage of der to insure pcccss in which battles (and 
gentlemen, freedy elected by the people, the success must Jte insured), those means must 
real objects of their choice, and the faithful be made use of which are ruinous to the 

guardians of '.heir property and liicir liber- country.-From one evil to another we 

ties. ^ In his opinion resjiecting this neccs- gradually have come,’till, at last, it is a 
sity, every d.iy’s observation convinces me question, whether we shall be the conquered 
that Sir Francis Burdett is right t and, I am slaves of France, or not. Ifwcarenot, the 
persuaded, that, if the nation were polled, prevention must finally come from the will 
leaving out those who have an interest in of the people at large; it being quite farcical 
‘ corruption, there would appear a majority of to talk of defending a people without their 
a thousand to one in fav^our of the reform, own voluntary co-operation. And, to have 
which he reepmmends, and whicii, in (heir tliis will, there must be a motive in the peo- 
better days, had been recommended by Mr. pie. They must be convinced, not by para- 
Pitt and Mr. Wilberforce.——Look well at graphs in the Courier about “ our glorious 
'the evils we endure, and that we apprehend, constitution,” but by their feeling, that they 
Trace them back to their cause; and you have real liberty and happiness to contend 
w-ill find them all meeting at this one point: for; for unless they have this conviction, it ia 
a l|onse of Commons elected as it now Is. I infatuation bordering upon insanity to expect 
have at this moment before my eyes, au ar- them to lift a hand in their country’s de- 

ticle in the Morning Chronicle, strongly and fence.-^^VheIher such a change, as Sic 

truly stating the encroachments i>pontheli- Francis Burdett duicrtbes, will ever take 
Verty of every man, which must take pltice, place may be a question; butyuqjess it does, 
:if the new assessed lax bill pass. Well, it ell the schemes of defence will, when the 
will pass, nevertheless; .-uid what is the liour of real danger comes, prove ineffeetual. 

cause Y So of every other such measure.- They will, indeed, be worse than nothing; 

$if Francis well oiMerved, (bar, in tlte present and ve^ shall fall without even a desire to 
state of things, it was in vain to wish for .stand, a.s I 13 .S been (he case with so many 

pure and upright ministers j for, that it other kingdoms.-The people of West- 

WOuld be impossible for them to act accord- ifiinster, however, will have done their part, 
log to the dictates of their own minds. A If F.ngland be enslaved, the feult will not bo 

S inister may desire to do that which is for theirs. But, they alone cab do little. There 
e good of the country; he may have an must be a corresponding spirit tbrongh tbe 
a^IxioiMdesire to promote its happiness (and, country at large; and there will be, uoleM 
W errors aside, 1 do think that Mr. Perceval England be doomed to add to tbe long list of 
is such a man); but, before he can stir an the coequestsof Napoleon. 
iyh he'ha s the feelings and interests of the‘ Bolin/ , May 20, 1808. _ 

^fuqtl by Cox and Bay ho. No. Great Gueen Street, and published by R. Bagshaw, Brydges Street, 
Cwv^ Garden, where (oruKr Nuiuben may be.bad, sold also by J, Uudd, Crown and Muie,,PaU-M*lJ. 
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When Wiltla?p Piti became minister of England, the interest of the national debt (paid annually out of the 
amounted to something more than nine millions of paunds sterling; and, at theclosaxif his .admi¬ 
nistration, it amounted to more than twenty-five millions of pounds sterling. During his adininhtratioA, 
he added five-fold to the assessed taxes; he created the income tax; and, by what is called the land-tax re¬ 
demption act, he made that tax perpetual, and caused tlie*!ilienation tor ever of a considerable part of the 
property of the church. It was proved before a cunnnittce . i th.- Hnusc of Commons, thut. upon one occa- 
aion, he lent, wthout legal authority, and without the knowh-ilge ot his colleagues in oifici, forty thousand 
pounds of the public money, free af interest, to two men, who were at the time, memlwrs of the House of 
.Commons. During his administration Prance became mistress of all the coiiimunt of Europe, Russia and 
Sweden excepted. During tiie year after he became minister (1785). the muney paid, on account of tlw 
poor, in England and Wales, amounted to 2,004,'238 pounds; and, during the year 1803 (two years before 
the end of his career), the money, for^he same purpose, amounted to 4,267>9&5 pounds. During his 
administration, the act of “ Habeas Coj^,’* or personal safety act, was suspended for several years together. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Wrstminster Election. -In ano¬ 

ther part of this sheet will be found the Re¬ 
port, which was made to the electors of 
Westminstei^ on the 23d of May, by the 
committee, who conducte4 the election in 
favour of Sir Francis Burdett.* This report 
is worthy of particular attention, especially 
as being a faithful and ably written history 
of the manner, in which, for many years 
past, the electors of Westminster have been 
treated by the diRcrent factions, into whose 
hands they were inveigled. This w'as a 
view, which I had often wished to see taken 
of the subject. It has now been done; 
and how hurailiaiing is the reflection, that, 
for the last half century, the people of 
Westminster, so perfectly independent, and 
so well able to judge as to their own inte¬ 
rests, should, until now, have had no more 
to do in the choosing of their representatives, 
than they had in choosing the Aumils of 
Hindostan ! Nay , the thing w.is worse than 
a nullity; much worse; bec.suse the elec¬ 
tors were .made to put on a shew of exerci¬ 
sing their will; to assume the garb of free- 
dqm; aiid even to boasit of that freedom 
and of their fr.inchises, while they were, in 
fact, the miserable, the degraded, the des¬ 
picable and the despised, tools of a few in - 
dividuals, who were contending solely for 
the precedence in obtaining power, *ai|d, 
through the means of power, plunder. 
Really, when one looks back to the contestsi 
of the Wrays and the Hoods and the Poxes; 
when one reads the large volume, in which 
the Devonsbires and some other great fami¬ 
lies make so conspicuous a figure, ooe Is al¬ 
most ashamed of one's countrymen and one's 
country. Yet, that which sucetteded^these 
contests was, perhaps, still more disgraceful 
to this the first city in the kingdom. The 


warring factions, tired of the strife, and 
wisliing to spare their purses, came to a 
sort of coraitromise tliat rendered an election 
for Westminster much .such another adair as 
an election for Ryeg.ite, or any other dou* 
ble-patroned borough. "The Whigs nomina¬ 
ted one member, and tlie minister of the 
day the other member; .and, from these 
nominations no one ever thought of appeal¬ 
ing any more than a soldier thinks <4 ap¬ 
pealing from the word of command. That, 
from such a state, the people of Westmin¬ 
ster should, all at once have bect/me what 
they now arc is truly surprising. They were 
very nearly eiiirapped by Mr. Sheridan's 
tears over ihe de.nl body of Mr, Fox ; and, 
owing to want of lime for tl^'nking, they 
were once mure in the hands of (he great 
families, in the person of Lord Percy.' 
But, the dissolution of parliament, which 
succeeded, came while their shame and re¬ 
morse were yet alive; and, though, owing 
to some of the giost villainous tricks t|^t 
ever were played, they dul not succeed in 
seating the rna^i of their choice in tire Hom^ 
of Commons, yet, by the spirit which th^ 
had*previously discovered, Lord Percy wa* 
induced to withdraw his preten.sions, and, 
they laid the foundation fur certain success 
at anotlier opportunity, with whici? the 
mancEUvres of faction soon furnished tliern. 
At this last election, though a good deal 
e.mbarrassed by certain events, upon 
which it would bc'u.seless how to dwelt, 
they acted with promptitude and wisdtMn, 
They Seemed to have formed a resolution fO' 
prove to their fanner enslavers, that they ' 
knew, not only \t’bat was their own interest, 
but also the w^y to take care of it. 11i» 
committee uppmnted to arrange the mode of 
proceeding were all men of the cLim of 
mere e.'ectots} ^iilerc was ho great tufiu, Af 
2 £ 
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*gr«i^ * who had any.sliare in be a question either of %it ojr of law, and 

b^Hiess from' the beginning to the end > "t iaeither cue it might haW. been hropght 

Tiiiftd, 4o gim'-the he,<ta'tiro^opinion, M. before .the couit, by. deinurser,-ptby Wll 

4hat,^ without a head, the people arc no- of exceptions, so as to have rnadq.Ahe 

.thingjaft tbej)apers, wljicli proceeded from *' ground of it appear on record. ItbenbT- 

'^.;jtbt8 dSmaojltW oofe the stamp of talent fir ' tfibse who had the legal means of 'de- 

.«Ujijet&v*t6.that which was discovered on tlic fence in (heir own Ikinds logo before'lhe 

’Side of those, who opposed them.- " judge in a regular manner, /ftheyoityt- 

•Thereis, of late years, at least, no instfence “ icdto<lo8o, it was not.for that hotufeid 

,tohe found of so strict an obedience to the “ interpose. If (he house should be of 

{coh,slitution. "Ihe people of Westminster " opinion that it would be improper that a 

. fproved, that they,understood what the ci>ii- " candidate shonid be on any account at the 

etitution really w.rs. It is astoniihing, that " expense of electing hustings, let it be 

■ aity one should be found, with impudence “ made the subject of.a prospective regula,. 

/ttufficietit to censure tlieir profiecdings ; and, tion. ‘But as that was not the case ,4t 
they have the consolation to know, t!iat by " pre^||||| this must be like any other suit 

'none but by the cSukeied corrupt, those “ founlB On a covenant, the efeist of 

•^proceeding.s have been Ceh.sured.——^In one ” which must be construed by thd Jury.” 

thing,’ howet'er, they have failed. They-So, here we are to have another [aw 

.•wished to establish •;the princijde, that no (more gloiious work for the lawyers!) pr, 

• ..'er/wncrshould fall upon the pers&u^y:cleGred .n member of parliament is liable to be made 
-members of parliirnent. But, the High 'to pay theexpencesjof an election, in which 
JBailitf's bill, made against their, member, he has, neither difectly nor indirectly, taken 

has been ordereil to be paid by a decision, any part,-^Biit, whijt did Sir Arthur mean 

• in the court of king’s bench, and the House by a ** contract f There was no ceniract, 

-of Commons, after having the aCiir fully on the part of Sir Francis Burdett; and, his 

-rep^psented to them; have di'cUned to inter- goods and chattels were seized uponajudg- 

ftre- This subject was lust before them on ment, founded on a presumption that there 

-the 25th of May, when they were informed, was a contrucr, which presumption was sup- 

tbpt, owing 'to a decision of the court of .ported .solely upon the evidence of bis having 

'Jetng's bench, an execution was in the house tidicn his seat.-What had lie to do with 

..of.one of their members to compel him to youf “ demurrer,” or your'' biUof excep- 
. pay for being clet ted, though be Ind not been " lions?" Tliese argue a iaw sail, and, 

a caudubte^ and thou;.^i lie ha ! had neither must a man bescourgtd with a law-tniit,- if 
act nor part in carry irg on the c!-'Ctioii. he refuse to p:.y a large sum of mqney for 
'‘.The wings were as silent-;is litlie Oiliesj -h.iiingbeen elected wiihout liisrequest, and 
'fiul, it was truly iiduiiriliJc to observe how even without hi.s knowledge P-r-Sir 4rfhur 
.tlie /atifi/frs _ all agreed in the necesMtv -seems to think, nothing of tin* punishinent 
of abstaining from meddiing with .wlut had ol a l.aw-euit. All that a man has to do, 

settled in " a coty-t cf justice.”—— when lie receives tlie king’s command to 

-.*• Sir A. Hgott declared himself to be per- attend in-parliament^ is, one would ihipk, 

• *-V fectly satisfied this was not a casein which to attend and to do his duty ilicffe } aiut,.Jit' 

tbe house could interfere. It was a pro- hi.s house be forcibly entered and.his goods 

feeding in tho irgular course of jtistice. seized, in cotisoq'cence of such attcniSnce, 

If'the HCtIbn IB this case could have been is it not for the l)ous,e to. interfere?,Is lie, at 

. ** eaiertained at nil, it must have been, on the suit of any body,,, to be harrassed ^Jth 
.•'-iffe ground that it arose out of a contract, the trouble .ind expences of law, because he 
** I'lie act which allowed the expences of has taker,. his scat ?.—r—Mr. Lbt,cs%teu, 

ereotiog linotings, &r. in Ihecase of conn- (^ort’r you remember him,-jpader, in‘the 

,** IMS, did uot extend to hurongbs; y«t even commitit.e about Pitt's loan Jo Boyd, and 

- there candidates migbr 8grt%that Bentield ?) ihi.s gentlemao, who is an.old 

.".^’-accororao'daiioaj or that of'their arquaintaiice of curs, said, that the person, 

t*‘ 'during a'corrtest of 14 or 1-5 day*, buaf^ngs who had 'oeen,m’/(/ to be the a^enLaf Sir 

Aould be erected,-the expetree .of which- Francis, had refi:.sed to .pay .Uie.iiigb 

' could not -reasonablpbil'expected to falf Bailiff, and yet this saiuepeisun, day aftei 

on-the-High Bailiff. Tlie action, there- day, aaked, obtained,' and availed film* 

' f‘ fore,..could only be on the vontract so tjeH of the oi/ccnmge of seats for the cUtfck- 

'i** .ttpfMksed to be entered "inf.#, and .icoald aerks, inspectors, &c. who were to.attend 

ol»odurse ba4enorelal1on toibe-election, to-r.the honourable Batoiiet's in 

./>*< so a* lo make it a matter of privilege to rbe ;jslection.’^ I'liis is a, mist^kt,” Sir, 

‘ bjs ukeo. op by tbat bouse. Tbisnanst It was tlie interests of the peo^U, which 



. , Vhos9 clerks and laspectofs had to att^d' to} 
and, th« plain qn^ion is, are- the peojiljs to 
•beijiade to pay for giving their votes ? 6ir 
^^J'rancis Bnrdeft employed no agent j he 
glv% no one authqrfty to act in Iiis name ; he 
was elected, without his knowledge ; and, 
must he be made to pay for having taken 
seat ? And, is it no breach of the privi- 
leges of the Iwuse, that one of its members 
Trtarrassed with*an execution merely be¬ 
cause he has been elected a member of the 
Imuse ?- Mr. Bb^qg^ said the bouse 

• could not entertain lije question, b'xause 
the charge of the judge had not been entered 

\oh the record. But, here again, a law-suit, 
Vhe scourge, the tire and brimstoheof a law- 
su^is coolly contemplated. Do you mean 
tb saj^then, that a man cannot take his .seat 

* in the House of Commons, in consequence 
of the free choice of the people, without 
exposing himself to what is infinitely worse 
than being maimed a.s Sir John Coventry 
was ? It appears to me, that it fhonld be 
so clearly and so gcncritlly ynderstof)!.l, that 
a member of pailiamcut is U^pay no money 
on acconn; of. hi.s election, 'tlKit a suit 
against him, vin such account, would 

- received in the same way as a .'•nit against 
him for having black hair. It was the peo¬ 
ple, who went and demanded to vole for Sir 
rVancis Burdetf, and demanded ai.so, that 
their votes should be registered, in the same 

, books with the vo»es of others; and, were 
they, or anj’ of them, for (his c.inse, (o be 
deemed tlje agents of Sir l'’rancis Burdott ? 

--The SPKAitiiR s;ii<l, ” after what h.id 

“ passed, in allusion to him, it \vis neces- ' 
“ sary for him to put the honourable baro- J 
“ net right, as to wliat he had stated on a 
. " former ni.gbt. What ho had said was, 

' " that, w’heu any piaci’ical inantver.iencv 
" did arise, if the honour.ible baronet con- 

- " timiftd to think, that it involved a question 
" of piiviltfge, he should, in that event, lose 

po time in applying to the house He.had 
no hesitation in saying, that if any judge 
“ should recommend to a jury what could 
*' be construed into a breach of the privi- 
!ege.s of that house, it was the dijty’of the 
house to re.sist, and to guide ihcir course 
according to clrcuni.stances. As there 
was no motion before the bouse, * 1)0 
should only suggest two' different modes 
of proceeding., bpth,of which bad been 
•* adopted in. the /eign of Charles the Se- 
' wa* '*’• •l^udge 

Ysjrhere an iinpeadhfnent was or* 
Snd thf .qthef,' iii the' sawie raign, 
.that measiire not b$hig deemed ne * 
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-'^jsar^. the mat ter was allowed to drop 
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^e$^sd}tSiler ' 

who thought fhO'prescM 
most serious nature, woidd prt^^tiS^ 

- opinion, that iheforlmier of 
" preferable mode of proceeding 
“ others rgain might be inclined to 
" that the latter was the most desirable'* 

'' of disposiug of the present question.-. 

“ had stated what were the modes of pf 
■“ ceeding, and it was for the house to 
''•whether in this case the more or less,«i^, 
" rions mode ought to be adopted.”—" fee* 
" Francis Bokhett said, the source|.froilja; 
" whence he derived his information at <0 
" the recohiraendation of the jad^ef wert: 
" the notes of the short hand-waiter-efti* 
" ployed to take down ike trial, dnd tke 
" fotmetion of his counsel. ITfr esteetnS^ 
" these as affording him suiBcicntfoundatitklf. 
" for bringing the matter before the bodtsolr 
" The only thing he bad submitted to- thti 
*' house was the instructioif of the judge f 
" titat the cinumstance of his-Inking ms sda^. 
" a thing which was inannlent 'dn hhn, iinffr 
" such an approval and satlJication of thd' 
proceedings had during the elecfiodk OIS' 
" must subject‘him in the expense of theJtdS'^j 
" tings, lie felt himself by no means' : 
" rested in the fate of this diScussiUp. H?, 
“ esteemed it to be the cause of the hostile,. > 
" and, if he l).ul pikeii a bill of exceptions,',^ 
" or adopted anj-mt her mode of setting 
" the vdrdfct than th.at wh'iolt he now oiod» ' 
" in submitting ihe case to the consideration' 
‘‘ df thehou«c, ,he .should have conceit^' 
“ that he .subjected himself (,o a severe cfn*'.' 
" stire for ils conduct. ' He now left if'tdj 
“ the hoiiSe to dctcimiHe as they'lboU^H;£ 

" proper,"-Here the matter drop^vdj^'; 

and that, too, tviihont one word'from there—^ 
f'.irnfing Whigs;'except, indeed, ‘fpons''S.ilK 
Anhui- Pigoti^ who was decidedly 
:uiy iuterreroae’e ou tlic part of the tjdtiSes,''S0'^ 
th.it It is now settled, thk a man,•miiy>.bi0’- 
inade to pan for a pait, at least; of tb'e ex- . 
[Htnsesofaii election, at which he’ritay.feive.r, 
Wn nominated and chosefi without hit con-'' 





not, he may be made to pay, unless ■‘f/itf ./ft.t;,' 
king of the seat be the art which rdn^Wiijhtr|;| 
liable. Suppose Sir Francis’ Burdett^ljg^ 
been out-polled by the bie-ti'ej 
late Treasurer of the Navy, ‘ \yhj^ 
hot have been mads to payin’t|).it. 
well as in this case ? For, the hhstjiir$.:jih<i^ 
the books would have becii as mubl) 
iiira then, as they have been ilowf; a$idi Shii' 
being .the case, a little krtot of,efletfto»^J|^ve,7j 
a.t a'riy time,, the poii-erbf haif-r 
'man,' of little‘'fbfitune, 




. POtJEfiCAL KEGmEK^m M 

l^re ft tplta*. They have nothing to do 
blkt .to oodtioate-him at Westminster, and 
demand a poll in bit favour, to make him 
Diablo to a share of the High Bailiff’s charges. 

■Waa there ever any thing.so monstrous as 
this heard oif before ? Is this the constitution 
of England } Is it this that we are called up¬ 
on to }>By and to bleed for —Some peo¬ 
ple say, that it is hard, that the expeeise 
i^nUl ihll upon the High Bailiff; but, those 

S fsoiis are, surely, not iulbrined, that the 
!gh BailiiTs is a s’ery lucrative office; that 
he derives His emoluments out of the pockets 
oit the people of Westminster; and that he 
his office, nut of tl ose people, but of 
~*the JDean and Chapter of Westminster. To 
. tidte the elections, in the city, is one of the 
‘ duties attached to the High Bailiff’s office; 

' it is one of the purposes for which emolu- 
meats are given him; and, if he pays so 
.much to the Dean and Chapter as ^ot to 
leave him a sufficiency to defray the expenses 
of taking clectioivs, ihe fault is his, or that of 
the Dean and Chapter, and by no means that 
6 f the people, who have an undoubted right 
to come and vote for their representatives 
free of all expense, and free of expense to 
those representatives also ; for, it is evident, 
that, if tlie representative bu loaded with ex- 
..peuse, it must be injurious to the consti- 
. tuent. But, this is the state, into which all 
now got. Offices are spoken of as things 
, ,|o produce money 5 and, .accordingly, they 
lire bopght and sold. Tftc duties are left out 
of the consideration ; or, when retjuirod to 
bp performed, are to be paid for, just in the 
lanaewayas if there were no salary, or in- 

eeme, attached to the office.-All that 

l^ow remains for the people of We^tmiuster 
to do, is to resist the claim pf the High Bai- 
liffat every elec'ion. It would, perhaps, be 
itdViseable for the members chosen to await 
the regular process for compelling them to 
take their seats; and, after that, to sec. s^fhat 
the com t of bing’s bench will do. In the 
meanwhile, it would riot be amiss, if the 
pominitfee for the last election were to as¬ 
certain the annu.'il amount of the. High 
Bailiff's emoluments; the several sources 
from’which they are derived j the price 
which he pays for bis office; the uses to 
which the luoncy is applied j and the origi- 
iuteotion of the grant of such Pmolu- 
met^s. Siich an inquiry will be of gre.st 
nso ; it will le.til us back to former times 
and usage.s, and will enable us to hold up 
file constitution to the feces of those, vt-ho 
are so vehemently calling upon us to main-* 

This i.s the way to fight them. 

, You want us to spend our last shilling, 

*' and td shed pttr last drop of blood, in 


** raaifitaining the conititatidii, .do you I . 
“ .Well, here it U ; this is it f atH, ^ta. 
" we are ready to tnaintaiD against all .its 
** enemies, beginning with those wlmna.wt^ * 

'* /inaio to have assailed it. *’-•* Aye, you 

“ perverse dogs,” say they, '* we know • 
you are ; but, that is not what we mtaoi 
“ We want you to spend your last shilllpg) 
“ and to shed your last .drop in defen|it|g' 

'* what we call Ihe constitution ; that to 
“ say, us and our power and our numeroua 
" and immense emoluments.”——It is, . 
however, quite useless to write, or to twk 
much, about these things. We allof ;^s; 
understand one another very well. The r^ 
solution, upon both sides, has, long ago, been 
formed, lime alone can produc^^.V 
change ; but, in the meanwhile,'*^n one«. 
side ail is fear, and, on the plber hope, 
or, at least, the absence of fear, it being 
impossible to discover any ground for ap¬ 
prehension. 

Pitt's BtaTii Day. - The 28th of May 

was, it seera^, the day, which gave this 
man to the world, and it appears from a 
publication in the Courier news-paper of 
the 30th, that the anniversary of his birth 
was celebrated on that d.iy, at the MerchpiTt 
I'aylor’s Hall, in the city of London. 1 
have read over the long list- of the persons, 
who are said to liave been present, and I do 
not see the name of one single person.who is 
not, in himwif, or his relations, a receiver 
of the public money, in one shape or in 
another ; 1 do not see the name of one 
singl.i« independent gentleman ; i do not see 
the name of any one person, to whom, as a 
member of parliament, I would give my 
vote. This was as it should be ; and tb& 
proceedings, at the dinner, were perfectly 

in character.-Upon the cloth being re-/ 

■moved, n psalm was sung, “ Not,unto aO 
not unto us, O Lord, &c. fSfe.” by a ser, 
of hired singers, in exact imitation of tlw 
proceedings of the diverting vagabonds, 
who, .from the play-houses and the stews, as- 
seipbledtocelebratethe triumph of Mr. She¬ 
ridan and Sir Samuel Hood at Westminst^ 
auc^whieJb triumph, I would have these imi^' 
tors recollect, was but of very short dura¬ 
tion.——Next followed a lying Ode, from 
the editor of a news-paper ; a precipus spe¬ 
cimen of doggerel, but admirably adapted 
to the subject and to. the audience. The 
composer seemed to be perfectly awareAf • 
the motives of the festiyu. ao^. tbereford, 
he took Care to say, thllt, ** ni^^vy's ?clf 
** can say thk OOTle train, their^Htea with 
*' sordid ei^ profenCr!’ This was by Ttiif ’ 
of anticipation; but. Ids. may 4 ^ 2 * 
gerel liis eyes oat, befofe he will get - any 



nup of common wnie to believe hitn. Sarh 
, ^n well know the real motivet or this 
* meetjag) and the/ know, that they are 
•fipnhdness itself; they know, that to ceie* 
birth'day of Pitt, is to inculcate 
m^raise of a squandering of the people’s 
^^arolngs upon those who do not Jabour j 
know, that this festival was intended, 
mass of those who assisted at it, to 
out the acts by which they had been 
Ihcd at the public expence ——After 
thej" Ode” came forth Mr. Fitzcekalo 
wtti a recitation of some stil| worse doggerel 
■ of/is, which has long been kicked about 
bookseller's shops, and serving occasion- 
’ for a shade to tneir windows, under tlie 
of " An independent tribiile to the 
^mory of Mr. Pitt." This efflision of 
jdence comes from a m.in, who has, 
be'lit^v^Nfor many >ears, been in the 
Stamp Odit^, or in some ot her othce, under 
' the minister of the day, and during hts plea¬ 
sure. This gentleman holds the pen of a 
ready writer He is always at it. No matter 
what (he subject, so that ft be^but auspicious 
to his little interestst and, as tjic wise Duke 
said, *' scribble, scribble, scribble." Let 
there be but a dinner toward, and you are 
sure to hear of this Mr. Fitrgerald and his 
e^. Two or three years ago, tlie news¬ 
paper people used to let us see his odes; but, 
of late, they have had the prudence merely 
to teU us about them. The Courier says'not 
a woid in praise of this " independent ti i- 
“ bute,” whence I should suppose, that, 
in spite of the poet's indefatigable exertions, 
he IS, at last, not very rich, and that he 
finds, to bis severe mortification, that, 
while he is obliged to give praise upon mere 
speculation, and upon very long credit, *at 
‘best, he is unable to obtain it except upon 
condition of high price and piorapt p.iy- 
) meiit. Since I discovered, that authors 
I -paid reviewers for suffering them to review 
b their own books, I have ceased to look into 
\l]e London reviews; buti at the time 
when 1 did, this son of doggerel appeared to 
be in close connectiqn with the reviewers j 
and, accordingly, accounts of his insiguifi- 
peifurmances made, fretjnently, a great 
ngure in those works, which the* dupes 
about the country look upon as the standard 

of taste.-What a life this poor man must 

lead! Continually upon the watcli for some 
occasion of paying bis court to those who 
have the power of adding to hU salary. Con¬ 
tinually battering his dull brains fut* some 
new tag, as.a conveyance for his disgusting 
p.U)egyrick. Of all the slaves on ei|irth the 
niost wretched must surely be a slive in 
■^hymeJi—-The “ independent tnbme' 



[' being finidied, tk» ** prheipiv of 
weto toasted, wjth a wi»h that'they r 
continue to inspire the coumHIl of * 
Britain, which was followed by the ttmel, 
“ Britons strike home." itstonishing 
podence! As if the public could fail tokno^«^ 
that it was during bis administration, 
France became mistress of the continent bf 
Biirope, and that England became, what sliie’ 
now is, a country besieged. These veiy’^ 
peddle will tell you, that the situation of tlw 
country is such, that your only hope is, W 
be able to escape being conquered by France,* 
Into this situation we have, it is notoriods, 
been brought during the prevalence of the 

E rinciples of Pitt; and yet these pe»){^ 
ave tne impudence and insolence to tell thm 
world, that they glory in those principkv^ 
and that they wish them still to be acWfl 
upon.—Aye, but they4o not mean these 
principles. They mean the principtks upon 
which the people have been loaded with tan* 
es aiid*(liemselves loaded with wealth. The 
principles, upon which the enormous grsntt 
of money have been made, and upon whieE 
the hundreds, whe could be ’'sroed, havp 

been permitted to fatten.- ^Tliew appealhi 

to have been something of a mixtnm oC 
masquerade at this festival ; for, therik ia A- 
speech given (and which 1 am now about to' 
insert), under the name of “ the hpti* 
Chancellor," which never could haiw 
come from any man, being a real Lmid 
Chancellor of England.—*' The Loso 
" Chancellor, ,wboie feelings were se 
" stiongly affi^rted, that it wgs with g'eaC 
" difficulty he addressed the company, said« 
" that he lamented most bitterly the loss^'-- 
" which the nation and mankind had so#*' 
" tained in the death of Mr. Pitt, and lH| < 
" would qffer up his prayers to a grachtii 
" Providence that this loss might be supplied 
" by raising up some distinguished ch.irac- 
" ter by the superiority of whose genius and 
" viitue the protection of the kumaa tttce 
" might bo secured. His poor endeavoura 
" be should constantly exert for the ben^St 
" of his country j he was happy in the con- 
" Jldcnce of his sovertiyn, a.jil lie Tciered 
“ that august prince, beuiuse he knew that' 
*' he valued the lilerties of thuseover whoiQ 
" ho was appointed to reign. Ho (lord 
" Eldon) was not only the (xilitical (tiendi, 
" of the oininent statesuuu whose biith'dUy < 
" they were now celebrating, but he 
“ tho private friend of his heart, and he»' 
*' could not advert to the depinaiion be bad 
“ sufl’ered without the most puignanr grkfE 
" Happy would it have been tor him* , 
" he himself been the pretur\or of the assot 
" dale of hts bosom in the vale oj dtnth. i 
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af^jWill, (said bis Iordsliip)i"a« fer as my cn- 
** favours can go, live in allegiance, if I 
may so express myself, to the nienif-ry of 
■'*.tbar great man; anil why will I do so? 
^Because by 80 doing I shall act in ilie way 
Vltich I conceive to be niwst consistent 
''.with tb«^ interests, the happiness, and 
liberties of the people ot Great Bri- 
tain.- In all the experience which i have 
*'■ of the views and conduct of my df- 
'* ^hksfid and lamented liictid, I have ever 
" 8«(^D that in no moment he neglected the 
good of the state, but always I'elt the most 
; *^!!,vjgilant and jealous aiuiely for the w'e'l* 
*'».tbeiDg of alt rmks and conditions of men.” 

. I will not, for a moment, snp- 

pstie, that tliis was uttered by a Lord Chan- 
c^or of England. It must have come from 
aoiDe metliodist ^readier, diossed up in a 
big wig and gown* I'hc Courier relates, 
that “ upon the close of this speech,tliecom- 
.pany,fv^e» loretire}' iiud, well they iiyght. 
Tbe b cnediction was all ijiat was wauled alter 
this-prtiycr lor “ all ranks and conditions of 
njqn.” Associate of his bosom in the vaie 
of death, indeed ! Wiiat miserable, w hat dis- 
gssting stuff! What. V. retched hurnbug ! 


pout aid slink away ? Wbj not go' dh • 
they were going? From the jndnidii:', 
lliey themsclve-s came into power, th^ ^ f 
came the eufogists, the open, the aVo'weH,/ 
imitators of Pitt, of'whom, upon all opff ‘ 
casions, they spoke as of a great'and vfrtnoui ‘ 
minister.* Why skulk, then ? Why not\i 
brazen a thing out in nbirth-d^y celebration V 
And, if they could not get their heads kf,J 
at Meichant Taylor’s Hall, why hot hav fe*s^ 
meeting elsewhere ? This faction is Bne 
most completely embari'assed and baffiedmf 
any one that the 'country ever .saw. Eagfe * 
iieis to grasp at power and pelf maile them 
join with, and trucklo ,to, the Grenville^ 
The cunditi«n imposed upon them (.videtuly/ 
was, that they should praise Pitt, and av«;i¥i 
their intention to imitate his conduct ai-iav 
ns' possible. Ibis has been to tiro 

• hnhdairt source of inconsfstencisjSj and dis- 
gmee; and'it will continue to now during 

the remainder of their politicah lives- 

At the birth-day dinner, one toast was, 

“ 27/e S/iaiilih natloh, and success to the 
“ F^lforts of its people agq^inst the iyianny of 
“ Jiuotin/iarte.^” So, heic weare in love with 
the Spaniards, after having seized their fri- 


•to; _t^e-present LoidChanctiruV would not 
druuki^and, J am very sure, that, soheV, 
«awer ^oulJkne thus exposed lijm^elfto 

laughter.-Cue ol the nictiyc':,, and the 

principal one, amongst the instigators of 
this festival, doubtle-is was, the embarrass- 
njentand in.'/rirficaticn of their political op- 
ppnents,. who. have dropf^ed the ceii bration 
of the b'rtl.-.iay of their hero, cliicfly, per¬ 
haps, because they arc not enongli united to 
l^pep it up- Jlut, why did they not join the 
others?'Why not go and sing Xou Nobis 


gates wiihcui a declaration of war, and made 
two attempts at seizing their territory yr 
South America. “ The lyramiy of Buona- 
I paitc ; ” aye, and tl.e lyranny of any lody 
'te, . Tyranny is not luoie tyranny for being 
exercised by Buonaparte. Oiir conip..8si()n 
for oppressed people seems to lie dormant 
cilw.iys, until flnrse people get into the 
chitdies of Buon.ipnrte. For iny part, I can 
see no ditfeicncein being opprei.sed and rob¬ 
bed by him and in being oppressed and rob- 
beifby others. What is itto the Spiiniards, if 


.Domine “ in a superior style ?" Wiry not 
gpayrd clap the odo of Mr.^Quiii, mid the 
i.ndependent tribute" of Mr. Fitzgerald? 
■Why not “ offer up their prayers to a 
gracious Frovidcncc,” that another I'itt 
wight arise " for tjie protection of tj^e 
bpenan race ?" •^W'^Iiy not ail tills ? They 
joined these commemorating set in voting 
away fWty thousand pounds of the people’s 
inoney to pay Pitt’s debts, and that, too. 
Upon the score of his public services. Why, 
then, should they not join in celebrating his 
Ifjrth day. When it bad been made clearly 
.appear, that Pitt, without any authority, 
and without the consent or knowledge of 
his colleagues in ottice, ha.d lent with¬ 
out interest forty tbojusund pounds of the 
public nooney to two tpciit who had, at that 
time, seats in the House of Commons, the 
'^higs, instead of what the people expected,) 
ptopo^ed a lUl of indemnity for him. Why 
pqt cele]}rale his birth-day, then. Why 


they are to be slavey, yhether they be liis 
slaves, or the .slaves of the Prince of Peace 
or of a set of tyrants, rained up arnongs' . 
them.nelves ? The newspapers have. ,of late,‘ J 
entertained us with accounts of the ideocy*" 
of the king of Spain, of the-baseness of ih^ 
licir appaieut, and of the rascality of the 
ministers, who, by mere dint of impudence 
and profligacy obtained the power of op¬ 
pressing the people. ' What do these bimi^ 
day petiple want, then'? Do they want mb' ' 
pcopis of'Spain to continue under the old 
sjydeta.K C.an they conceive any tyranny 
more galling (ban that which is exerpised by 
notorious rogues in the name of a slavering 
ideot ■? What do they want ? Do they 
want te sec a revolution take place, and a 
new kind of government set up ? 'Hardly ; 
yet, it is‘difficuit to say what else they can 
want. *Napoleon will not fail, 1 dare say, 
to keep a pretty tight hand over the Spa^ 
niards; but„ the question iy, raft the people 



> • !■- 

b« m»re opptetfH tban iiwf to# 

^ \m} Tbis‘»s not the question for us» t eiailve to^ 
yS^tn: for. It may •oit.^us tor the bpauiards 
^ qdotiane slaves endcr their present rulers 
^ mhef than he fiett (if that were Ukely to-be 
HM^case) under Napr>teoo. But, it is the 
^ue^ttoii, and the on/y question, for tits 
ip/r of Spam ; and, whatever m^ be the 
ki 4 he«ottfae biilh-^y gentry, they may 
ured, that, it the people of Spain feel 
ihAdthey cannot change for the uwse, they 
wiii make no icsistance against the Fiench 
W|en mere lite is ail that a man has left to 
r«e; when tlic gos’crnntent has proceed' 
iiuh by inch, till he has stupped him 
the 'kilt; when bare existence is all that 
01,1 ctll hi 4 own, It IS toa moch to 
d him to hazaid that, to place that in 
ydiato and imminent danger, lest the 
a’llegiaiiue should be changed. 
Bs.ing satined that nothing worse c.in come, 
he util namiallv ssish fin a ch.inge ; because 
in any t hange, ha it vi liat it ni ir, the 
chances are III hib t.nour Ihuisas plain, 
and the conciusian as i^ifallible, as thitoi 
the result ot anvqupstioii in riie rule ot tlircc. 
Ir rffwrt be so, .iiid it Mill btfso, in spite ot 
all the toi'ts and all the psaitus and all 
the pravers of the Pittites and thcirmidei ’i 'js, 
appeals to me, that there is anoilier, 
and a wiy sudisient reason, fut a (eople, 
who, like the bpniKirds, are IilUI iti slive.v 
by thc’r domestic 1} rants, wishing tocM Iciiige 
that tyianny for thetMann/ot auin lii>.e 
Napoleon. Men fi.id an ajiolofjy to tl ciu 
selves for quieily submitting to the comm • ds 
of a great con,|oeu)i and imuiens» nniies It 
is evident to all the world, in such a case, 
that lesistance is v m , an 1, ibeuf ne, ilieie 
ts no disgrace m s .! missim But, to sub- 
• mit to a baud of tame intiiguiug logues, 
who, under the name-r of ] iw and justice, 
so completely unme-h the people as to m'ke 
one half of them tiie spies upon, an 1 ihe 
'plunderers .and bingineii of the othei half, 
^is in infamy that man cancot beai with any 
degreeof patience When tli .ij;s.ireconie to 
this pass, resistance is lull as vain beic as in 
the other case; but the fact is nut so evident 
tpighe world; and the slave cannot make to 
mmself the same apology. Any* nation, 

. however nurae.ous, wise, and biave,* may 
be conquered and enslaved by a supuijpr 
foreign force, and may be well entitled to 
the compassion and lespect of the woild, 
but, a notion which is enslaved by domestic 
tyrants, which docs >b ftet, cnslase itself, 
is, md ought to be, an object of universal 
contempf. It is, theiefore, quite naturali 
that men should be, as w'e have*r00eBtly i{ 
'liieiea Utei»,-in*so piany iustmees^ ready to 
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exchange l&» H fyf 

.ew&n soppoal^that they ate mrgf 
latter will severe as the fonHqr»-s<«^|, 
have oftet} been amuscHl by thhaMrat^^ejn*, 
horiaUons of tlie Couder aud tbfi 
Ppst, addi csied to the inli.it)itanti of countrfia’ 
about to be invaded by Napoleon* ci(fL^ 
upon them, ** m the sacred name of [iber 1 ^f\ 
to come ioi ih and. be chopped db\vD to tfa«l 
last man, raltor than snlTer their ebuntry'toy 
be^pUuideted by tV French. Alis! poor 
fell iws, if they could have }ead these disinr 
triestcd exhoitatioiis, they would not have 
liecn rdile to uiidei stand one word of them. 
To talk to them about liberty and property 
IS like talking to the African aboutTrost and. 
SHOW. If they h<'d known (he meaning of 
the words, |hcir tiiiswcr would have been g 
Why man, we hive no liberty to pre- 
seivc, we aie aheady plundeied to this 
“ very skin, .md we defy the l^ench tp 
“ plunder any body but those who novjr 
“ pliuuki us, md who tnsnlt us into tbb 
“ b'lig.i'n ” If the Morning Post could 
li.ive 111 CIV ed <u\ lUswir fium some of. these 
people, how toolisU us editor would bgvd 
looked Tlic people, who were about to b« 
uivjJ..*J by the ImcucIi, weie full as good 
judges of their sMutnin and interests as thp 
Moinnig Post VV.IS. Ihcy well *knev^ tlai? 
thev < ’>nl I not be plundered ; or they would 
hue (oiiglu to keep one ilia (lundeier^ 
llio tliiiig spo.ks for Itself We alhwill do 
much to gaud on own possessions. The 
most ooA-iidlj of nniikind w'lU scratch an 4 
bite those who come to t.ike aw.-iy their food 
and r iimcnt; and, theiefore,* when a poptt* 
lolls ni'ion 'iid'cis itself to be overrun by «• 
fortijn enemy, we may be assnied, tbs®* 
the people in gener.d of ill it nation do not 
think ih.it (hat enemy will, nr can, do them 
aiivliirii Ihcie IS a soil of intuitive, iea> 
sonnijc, which It^ds people to concluJe,*ihat 
the cnomv, be he what he may, will hot 
t.tke away | eopli’s food, nor m'ke the lai^ 
bn ten Ihe Moiinng Post leasons in a 
dneyent w.ty. It supposqi afl the worji} 
nude for the um; of Engiand; tbaf, an^ 
longer than a c*onntry can be o&usd jlp 
England it cannot be coqsidered as any otbfa^ 
than b.vse and infamous; and, of coursff, 
fh..t, whan It is ovcirnn bv the Frenchi it 
IS become base and infamous, and may ai 
well be annihilated at once. Put, koleasqd 
not the people of ottor rouniries. Thpjf 
consult theuv owu hapfiiuess; and, if 
think they shall be h.ippiei under the dQ||^ 
niun of the French than they now 
though wa may regret this opinion of 
wee^u have no right to abuse them for ' 
ing upoa it,—«-O ac more toasf, ^d tfai|t I 



riiirtdht —Jtepwt 9n (MO 

kbtffi vfiit tbylejte erf' tW» fetftWrl • “ Tht teets Ained on in 'We#tfnin<ter by tbe Wb^ 
*• prmfit and weess to ih* r and Tory fjctions, m the early part ot ib» 

** iMtsurdk'^ Ibis toast, the hihtonaij leliii present reign, mneb lew bf (HtMO catned .on 

irt, w^aik^tnlc with entbusiaso), approach- by the PiMs and Dundasw-s on the ooehen^ 

i0|| (o indications of R)''dueM, ni the ap- and the Poxites on the other, in the}Mn 
jjkttnf, t'i« “ tamult" of «b ch n is qOiie 1/84 and 1788. Ihese 1 ist ntiusi be in 
i^mssible .for i im to de>rtibt, cont n led meinory*of most of us. and thdfacts relating 

for near a quart! r nf an kou', upon which to them are, as the) base been descrit ed br 

One may exilnni with huncit Casca, an eloquent and inflexible patriot, *'si/'| 
** what a deal <t foul brcii'i was ihere cientiy notorions, and more than Buflicie|i£ 
** ottered’" It m mini« been amusing to infamous ’ But, it may not be unneces! 
tfie miotsteis (vsl o uere a most all picset t, to obstrse, tlnt^ the enormous expetitrf^ 
Observe) to see tins suite of s)cophanc} , to sshich these contents uere earned on was IT 

Seethe candioales fui shanng in thetixes greit eseii foi the princes, lords, and plac\ 

ptoeiog iheii leliance upon tne stiength ot men of the resp»<tne fictions This ex* 

tbeir Jungs, to obseive ail then vinous pence, togetbei with the acknowledged uttep 

tricks to attisct attention, and to catch n impossibility of obtaining anylcgildec^ 

promisiig glance fuim the dispensers ot on the merits of the return, inducqfrvti 

favour And, then, if one could have tol- leadeis of both FcCtioiis, uho nevo*^aksce 
lowed them to then seveni abodes, to have but to dtpnve the people cf t^eir rights, 
heard them, lu their hilf drunken moments jointly to issue then decree to pievent any 

of bliss, bhb out ihtii sanguine ev]ie(ta- thing like a fiee choice at aiij tutuie Elec¬ 

tions, tell ot the nod received ftom 01 e | tion in Westminster The name of one 


gieat tnsii, the smile fiom anothei, and the 
‘sqoteze from a thud 1 hold copsultati in i p ni 
the purport of half uttered phnscs, cst m U 
tile value of niunos>llables and winks ot the 
, ^nd then, again, to have seen them, 
■9 the tomes of the I quor evapoialed, 
relapiic into the doubts and fe rs that ac¬ 
companied them to the te>tival ot venality, 
jf one could have witnessed this then might 
one h ive cxchimed, thus, O, Put' by 
MCh men, and in such a ninnnei. ou^iit the 
wurof thj bit tb ever to be conimem iruud ' 
t Boiler/, 2 a*June, lb08 

4t(rORT MAO 10 THE FLECIOUS Or WEST- 

MtHsTEU ON ins 2 <d of mvy, IbOS, 

THl COMMITTEE APPOINrED TO COK- 


person in each t.iction wss to be inserted in 
the letiirn, andtiiese men weie nnblushing- 
ly to be cilled !tlepiesent lives of the People. 
—One public-spiritcd individual was found, 
bowtvei, to oHtr himself is an instrument 
in the hands of the people in the year 17^1^ 
to destroy tbeeflect of the msndates of their 
new tyiants Ihis attempt, though not 
sucresslul, was not without beneficial cotise- 
qnciees and"moie principle was infused 
in'o the public mmd in seventeen days, than 
the Factions had been able to destroy 10 
more thin seventeenjeais ’ The attempt 
wss renewel in 1796, and was countenanced 
by a tar gieater nunilier ot soflrages The 
pjctionsweic moie fully exposed, and the 
people became less inattentive to the fate of 


DtTCT 1 It fctPCTIOM IN /VVOUK OF SIB 
rfltANCia BUBDEIT 

7hit wiien jour Committee bid the 
ple^suieot meeting their constituents 00 the 
yiQ’h f Jf me, 1807, they w'cie not prepafed 
to make a refillin'Il(pent the principles 
tnd motives which governed their coiiclact 
durtng*-lhe Jue pleciion, their time Ind 


ihtir conntij ——From that period to the 
deithot Mr hox, the seats for Westminster 
rout nued at the disposal ot the Factions) 
but. It IS not to be ddubted that <he seeds of 
public spii It, whn h were scattered with nq 
spsr ng band in 1790 and i796, have contri¬ 
buted to piodiceifae gloiious event which 
we are now met to celebt ite —1 he death of 


been tikeii up m excitiqg the Eleciws to as- 
tert iht^ii indtpeodence, oud in giving effect 
to the means by vyhioh their glorious tn- 
lunph wis to ba celebrated —„-,..Your Com- 
fflittee thiiib It oecei»stry to tike a rapid sur¬ 
vey of the funner and present state of the 
Representation of Westminster, that you 
may distinctly see, wbaf has been attained by 
the energy)on displayed when acting for 
yourselvesttpit you may pneertain what yet 
remains to be done, and what are the meansv^ 
by whiA It may be effected —It will not be 
ttacessa^ to remind this Meeting of the con- 


Mr Fox forms an eera in the representatsni() 
for .W8slminstpt. The people had seen 
with disgust another coalition ot men, who 
'( bad long contending lor the plun¬ 
der, the government, and the pationage of 
the country ’’ They bad seen these men 
unite and seize the reins of government j 
and they had seen, too, every profession M 
favour of Reform, or the Rights of the peo* 
pie, saqftflced at the shrine ot place, or so»* 
rendered to the arbitrary principles of Torv 
Grenvilles by apostate Whigs —^Tbe leadan 
of ttn Factions appe^ed Jar more solictiptM 
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to. fit a ctiecmor to li^. Pox’a vatctint filace 
(beCAtMAetf tbaa to appoint one to (ill his 
it^ representative for Wostminster, an4 
"i abused^ and disgusted electors, b^ame 
kfierent spectators of the scene. Tins 
Serai apathy gave rKse to various protes* 
sns Of seruce: men of any cbaiactfer, men 
\ao character and of infamous character, 
of offering themselves as candidates, 
iiese political adventurers fled oefore the 
sfthepowei fulHouseof Nnrtlmmbei land. 
Peicy became Uie successoi to Fox. But 
fame not to the contesf at tlie General 
;tion which |ook pl.ice immeduitel. A- 
Iwards. At this election the filings of 
.^e electors were excited by the most genc- 
^j^otives. A desire to protect and sup- 
proscribed A man was presented 
tbeWs^ho with the countenance ot the 
Whig facubn, wlien out of place, bad 
brouglic sermus Cliarges against a supposed 
Indian delinquent Ihcse Cli.irges he per- 
severed m : bnl such perseverance no longer 
suited the Whigs. They were now in 
place, and one condition of abeir being so, 
apseaied R} be, that the acetified should be 
scteened, not fiom conviciii n oi)ly„but also 
from inquiry. That ihe exertuiis of the 
eiectois were not on ih it occasion successful, 
was owing paitly to the coalition of the can* 
didatcs supported by the respectne Factions, 
and partly by the arts ot those prostituted 
Jhiection Intriguers employed by one of 
them Foriunately for the country, that 
parliament had a speedy and sudden death 
fTke King “ appealed to what was called 
the Seme of His people," and nobly, and 
gloriouily did you answer that appeal --~At 
all the Elections tor Westminster which have 
parsed befoie our e)esj houses have been 
voted for which vsere empty, or inhabited by 
women, or foreigners, oi by that description 
of people who aie worse than useless, the 
bane of every fiee state, those u ho, for their 
^wn private ends, affect to think their suf- 
irage unnecessary, and those who having too 
much virtue to vote against their conviction, 
have not sufficient firmness to do so against 
thfHi inteiest.*—To remedy these evils a plan 
IS under the consideration of youi committee. 
JZ'bey are not without hope that these'mis* 
chiefs may, in a great degree, be paTried,,ir 
not iotireiy overthrown. And they have no 
doubt, that in carrying such a plan into exe* 
cution, they shall receive that liberal support 
Ijrhicb has charactenced the Electors of 
Westminster.—Tfou will now perceive wh.st 
vet remains to be done. You have a foot* 
bold, and never forget the propmitioti of the 
Sgreat Aicbimedes, that had be a place ** to 
yeitupoo, be would move the world."* You 



have possessed ofoiNtt 

yours t attain the other-* it ii ^ 

right. But never relinquish thatL_, 

have so honourably recovered, 
fend, wbat yun have so bravely woff.—^ 
recent events which have laken place to 
Court of King's Bench, call upon vonr 
mittee to stats to you expllc itl/the 
relating to that part ot the subject i )n oiffet' 
that tbo false impressions which have gone' 
forth, countenanced by high authonty, may' 
not continue on your minds or that of thtf 
public. And to this part of the report, your 
committee request)our pariicilar altei non. 
—Ill consequence of tf'r nevolnlions pat^nd 
at this house the 4th of May, Jb07r one ofi 
which declaies, “ That it would he to thf 
** immortal honour of the City of Westmin- 
" sUr, and aj^ord a great and glorious #x» 
'* ample to the LIec tors of the United 
" Kingdom, lhai you should letum Sit 
" hr^tais JButdelt to Pai/ialnent, free fro)^ 
“ every sacrifice and expense to lumself, 

“ upon independent principles, consonant h 
** the genuine spirit oj the constitution 
" England, which declnns that •* eketiont 
'* " shall le free ana without corrupiipn^ 

--Your coirmlttee detetmined, as on# 

mean to ieduce the expense, to pnt the !#• 
gality of the cliims of the high bniiiff t» tb4 
test For this purpose, they announcer! t# 
him on the night before the commenremeiiil 
of the eleitioD, that some electors imendidtjpi 
offer lluir votes to Sir F. Buidett. Th* 
high bailiff then demanded tint they should 
enter into an engagemei r to pay the ekpett<s 
ces he usual 1) ch irged 1 lus was perem]^ 
tonly lefused. He then said *' be 
not receive the poll ” but. on a little refLetj!i> ' 
tion, added, “ Do not take this for a 
nitivc answer, let it stand over ttll the moMV* 
iug" In the tooiinng he found be must; 
take the poll, and he agieed to do so, ** ieim> 
serving his iiglits." Whatever bja rights 
m^ht be your committee were wUhnjjt 
should be re&eived, but tbey«were deterniincf 
not to sacrifice yours by entering into hfi 
terms. They then desired rliab chaw 
clerks, &c. might be admitted to the ' 
tings j which he refused, nnless the agrcfi* 
ment were signed. Your committee ri» 
plied, *' that if he granted such adndss^l^ 
to candidates who agreed to pay his ebarg 
and refused them to you who resisted hi* 
legal demand, he would be gn of jC 
partiahty in the execution of hisefSce, 
woiiid subject him to depi ivation and im| 
sonraent. Under the terrors of Newfufii^ 
then, he gave those admissions which tbli 
lord chief justice has called a faieur acce]!il* 

«d by your <»mmibe#» and wJdctf si^ 



. 

’99{ilf<sd i,coQieni le p^^lfrtion of the 
•jR^ose for erecting the h^ilngi. The 
hl^ bathft' did^ indeed, ob^rve, '* tjiat he 
^«w Sir'Francis Burdett to be a roan of ho* 
hour, and that ho was sore he would pay 
hina.’* To this it was replied, “ that Sir F. 
B< was ignorant of his intended notnination: 
dwt he knew nothing of the Committee, 
that be had nothing to do with them, nor 
the^ with him, and that the high bailitt’ 
might depend upon it. Sir F. B. would ftot 
pay him one farthing.” And this is the re> 
ply which it has been contended proves the 
richer to be the agent of SirF.fi. And, 
if he was not the agent, then, it is said, thi<> 
protest IS nugatory aud useless; and it is 
tUlI raoroabsuidly contended, that Sir F. B. 
became a candidate eight months after he 
had been elected and returned. And, by 
what act think you ? Wliy, by taking his 
seat in that boose to svhich you had sent him 
as your servant,, against hi» own inclination 
repeatedly expres'-cil, and to atieud hic duty 
in which he might have been fotcibly carriid 
by the seijeant at aims, For this dit, a ver¬ 
dict has under the diiection of the judge in 
an action brought by the high bdiliif, been 
given against vSir F, B. for a pioportionof 
the chdige for erecting huitiugs, .md of ano¬ 
ther chaige imposed by l,iw spitifically on 
candidates only.—T'lut Si- F B w.is not a 
CandUkite erpresr or implied, lias Leeu abun¬ 
dantly shewn by what hrs ban sl.i'ed, by 
bis otvn declarations, and by the Advlrosscs 
and Besolutions of j oui^committee, bi fore 
and since, au4 timing the election.——Your 
(Simmittee conceived, that they h.id 'aken 
every possible precaution to avoid impheatmg 
Bir F. B. in any of iheir.acts, by not having 
the slightest eommunication with him di- 
jreptly or indirectly, <ind, it tbcrefoic, never 
occurred to them, that any .action would lie 
brought against him on that account. Sir 
F. £. too, w'ith that delicacy which belongs 
to his character, did not, as it was in a great 
measure a pecuniary subject, announce die 
:orameucement*of the action to your com- 
nittee: and your committee bad not a pro- 
ler op^riunity of giving that assistance 
vhioh otbei wise might have been done, as to 
be facts of the case on the ti iai. Ydu are 
I cqudinted with the result.—bough your 
smmiltee had much reason to be satisfied, 
lat the unfounded claims of the high bailiff, 

1 -claims so iojuiious to the fair freedont of 
leetioD,-;-liad been very materially reduced; 
vet they were greatly disappointed that the 
important pi inciple tor which (hey had been 
contending had not been decided; and they, 
tbeietbre, (Requested Sir P. B. to move for a*^ 
new trkdj^which has been refused by the 


court;——ft has nqw oecofee tho iropwi 
duty of yonr Cotwnittee, td-caitv 


aqd complete effect the Besoliiflt^' of tho 
4 th of May, and theirie^ated deflidrativ'*^ 
during the election, that it shoulfi be ^ 
ducted free of eveiy expense to "Sir P. 
avud, let the final issue be what it may, yoB 
committee will not suffer Sir F. B. to speni^ 
one sbiiling of his own raonOy in the dij 
charge of his duty to you and to our Cour " 
—Your committee now present you will 
Account of the Expenccs they have Incurs 
and the Subscriptions intrust d to 111 
hands: assuimg*you, that everything 
been conducted on tfaeir^patt with the md 
tigid economy. 

Amount of expenses during 

the elect ion .... . «^80 

Amoiinl of the chairing, pro¬ 
cession, and presenting the 
car, &c. to Sir F, B. 



to this day. 

83 

5 

0 

Incidental and law expenses 

in 



rooviDg for a new uial... 

30 

3 

0 


0^1400 

11 

0 

Bv subscriptions.. 

.. 1200 

13 

0 

I’auiphlets sold... 

... 31 

4 

9 


1201 

17 

9 

BaLince against the treasure! 

•. 38117 

13 

i 


Not including the yet umnscertained ea- 
nicnse of the action with the high bailiff,—* ‘ 
Youi Committee have great satisfaction in 
ubserviog, that the conduct adopted by the 
Electors of Westminster, lias excited the at¬ 
tention of the coiintiy,. and afford the best* 
hopes, that, on a future occasion, it will be 
iiiiTtated by the electors in other'pat ts of tbo 
kingdom.—You have attacked cot ropltion in 
its strong bold; 30U have reduced and pos¬ 
sessed yourselves of one of the principal fbrj^ 
tt esses of the enemy. Upon tfie first ecca- 
sion you will again take the field :-^if you 
again conquer—if the people of this country 
follow up the example you have set lfae«|> 
andithl&y should fortunately succeed—they ' 
will confound the treasons of your dotUe^H^ 
emeqvies, and England will bid defiance to 
any foreign foe; although be may have at¬ 
tained the dominion of all the earth besides. 
—(Signed) By order of the'Committee.— 
Samui^l Ekooks, Chairman.— LondoUtM^ 
23, 1808. 
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CU|tAT£S JBJtl,. ^ ^ 

■The open attacks of the rectofsT 










aitirf the- sneakSogsttfempts of theStf^iW*^ 
' "^ytand Norfolk, withoutdarfpg to git*e 
lir'iirgtiatures to a^ertisienfienM, issued af* 
dny private calls and underhand ina> 
i?tcs, demand from every nian of honour 
d candour, a manly and decisive notice -~ 
ose'who are hot ot the clergy at ail, are 
called upoh to mnHif'est their seiui- 
Has Che st(rte no interest in (he dis- 
posi^n of clerical pioptn'ty ? Is tKe. patron¬ 
age pf men- who hol'd property in various 
tOuAles to be bartered by sonnivancc, and 
'iht^tate to be forbidden from every impt^ry 
every protection of llie ministry ? TL’iien 
it the estabUshmant fall, as tall jt must if 
ided by the wisdom of parliament. Cle- 
J^l^rtoroprieiors of tithes 7nnif wish to legis- 
,)ntefo^heir curates; but, .surely, a little 
modesty wi^l induce them to submit to legis¬ 
lators in pa\ament, and not advertise for 
meetings and petitions against the Stipen¬ 
diary Curates’ Bill, lest the principal laymen 
should counteract their advertisements, by 
offering their clisinterestetf greatHiess, to shel¬ 
ter the msprotecieJ and uncJtivied enratfs, 
and by callup them together by acjvertise- 
incnt, make inquiry into the decimal arith¬ 
metic whereby (heirffilaries are adjusted. A 
conversation last w’eljk upon t!ie iiicn ase of 
'servants* wages, excited from a rector this 
odd reply, “ Port wine is now an hntulrecl 
Jjonnds per pipe, and I have been forced to 
advance my first footman to thiriy-rtre 
pm^Is per annum r^ither th.m part with 
^mn j" when this same rector toM his curate 
a tew (lays before,’ that he must agiee at 
twel\ty-five pounds per annum, and no fees, 
(and preach every Sunclay ! ! The salary 
,of the curates wants to be as unequivocally 
known to parliament, as the- saKtry of its 
navy or army subahems, and no objection 
arises to a cleiical unnu.il list, beyond what 
may be objected to :i navy or army.list.-—- 
^I’hc bookseller would be well paid, and their 
names and addresses m.iy be easily obtained, 
hs every archdeacqn, as well as every bishop, 
has a copy of the return in bis own depart¬ 
ment.) The Seven ill-favoured and lean 
fleshed kine, as some rectors fear,- wquid de- 
jpur the seven wull-favoured and fat-flcs'hed; 
and themselves be obliged to diminish the 
W'ages of the p'ampered menial, at whose iA- 
'snlting hands the curate receives bis s^25, 
with a reoiark upon his own better pay !— 
With an ' appearance of fairness, is ad¬ 

vanced, that a small living can -only afford a 
small stipend to a curate; Tf ue! if the in¬ 
cumbent be not a pluralist, and deptAid upon 
' is sotall preferment only, for his comforts, 
'tiu ip many cases the sm^l living is j^only) 




!ft“',or-TOr;toteal 
surdy, Ml copsideratidh js 
ciau'ng tninhtter,' an^ the aitse eif ' 
ment is not then the only proper 
for the stipend of the curate/ The'^pS 
ought not to' be between rectors and cUf 
any longer. luis a question betw«eif;l£r^ 
state and the clcrsn/. Theie is an, estafa^s)l^\: 
ment of which kings and queens are ttMT^ 
nurfir.g fcuhers and the nursing mothen^^' 
Curates are the efficient troop. “ParsonageC 
houses are their proper barracks. Whatev'U#^, 
the state judges to be serviceable fp theeapte 
must and ought to be adopted. NothingeiA-' 
be more contemptible than- the pltifuT-gtldli' 
avaricious attempt to cry down the procei^'- • 
ings of government, by an association of •d* 
ther rectors or curntes-against the wisdmu Cjf. 
the legislature The curates of some pai4$h-' 
cs have not b.'id a gumea from tbdr ■ 

these many years, and Iiave^lived upo#the 
-scmpiilgs of low fees, 'till they grind tha 
poor to maintain themselves.. These, thjnga 
ought not to be. The glorying of fiueb,^- 
tors over their curates is not good^k mdhgtl'. 
they should be enabled to dun with their ap* 
peal the e«rs of tlie upper house, who play 
not con.sider that every paribhioper .«np^i| 
tl eir estates is interested in the fate of tb<?> 
bill, inasmuch as the needy curate 
ject of compasbion and-benevolence,ta th#" 
congregation in which he preaches.--V’dars^ 
&c.-C. D.— 3% 27 ,1808. .... 

- -n ■ 

SECONl? HEPOMT FROM J-IIE O^MMlTTEtS ^ 
THE UIS'i'II-LATlON OF SUGAR. AttO Mp- 

LASSES. —Oidered to he printed SI st May/ 
1808 . • - ’ 
The committee appointed to'.enquire, iihd , 
■ report', how far, and under what circ^hii^' 
stauce.s, it m.ny be practicable and 
• dient to confine the dislillenes .of 
United Kingdom to the use of Sugsv- nod 
Molasses only^ and also what other prevl- 
Sion can be made for ^le relief of th#' 
growers of sugar in the British”We«fc.tn-^ 
dia Colonies; and to report thg-*liiie^;‘ 
with their obsen’ations and opinion thqp4^ ' 
upon, from lime to time, to the Hoq^i''!*!*, 
and who were empowered to tepor 
minutes of the evidence taken 
them ; '■ . .fif"--'. 

Have, pursuant to the ordei^ hf 
house, further examined the, matfeni^i,’ 
them referred; and have come to V 

lowing Report, Your coimnfftee aftpr-1^^, 
ing presented their First.Hepoft', tost 
in prosecuting the enquir!^ pbintifd. 
them, ill the order by which tlw^ , 

stituted; conceiving that if RgiaMI^: 



.an inctvaiU^ ^aomptidQ of 
JTiWB cotud tto cfeatodr-matertal rolief would 
bd^i^ded to tbe planter, euablin^ him to 
dimiimh the nuauiity of the interior sugars 
&o«^ ^imported, by converting a portion of 
tl^nl info that spirit, their first attention was 
directed to the luosteUgible n)ean> of ac 

Compitahing this object.-Un lersianding 

that «n eKtentlve trade in foreign spirits is 
carried ou*ander the protection of licences 
firom the privy council, and ot neutral ifags, 
•t»'J that thereby a great encouragement is 
^von tt) a •'tapie commudity of the enemy, 
'Wiide a proporiiunate discouragement is 
thrown in the way of the consumption of 
SVest India rum, your committee called be¬ 
fore them several persons concerne 1 in the 
continental trade, wi h a view to ascertain 
the fact, 'and to learn the manner in which 
the traffic is carried on ; and aKo two gen¬ 
tlemen connected with the boards of cus¬ 
toms and excise, fully capable of informing 
them, whether any lo>s would accrue to the 
revenue by prohibiting or discouraging the 
importation of foreign spirits in future; and 
how that loss might be compensated, should 
any such be expected to arise —It appears, 
that foreign brandy and Geneva arc among 
the enumerated articles, the importation of 
wiiich is permitted by the general war or¬ 
der of the king in council. The expenses 
of freight and insurance however are too 
heavy, aud the risk of seizure by our 
cruizers, aud condemnation in our prize 
courts, is loo great to allpw the trade to be 
cairied on with any piospect of advantage 
puder the authority of such a general order. 
The niaichants of this country therefore ap¬ 
ply to the pi ivy council for particular licen¬ 
ces; which being granted, neutral vessels 
«‘e chartered, by which uodci these licences 
a tfade is securely cart ied on, which other¬ 
wise would not e\i'«t. The ships proceed in 
baUtist for the hostile port, taking with them 
neither British manufactures nor colonial 
produce, which would render them liable to 
confiscation, 'they bring hack foreign spi- 
rtti/ W^e, and fruit, but neither raw silk, 
nor soy other article useful to the British 
nnumraclnrer. 'ilrose cargoes are chiefly 
|>aidfbr by bitU of exchonge. A.s this tr,ida 
aijp'ds groat encouragement to one of the 
ebiaf s(aple% of the enemy, wahuut promo- 
Bog in the smallest degree the welfaie of the 
shipping, nianufactnriog, or colonial inte- 
.yesubf this country, it is evUlently the po- 
Bejr, a« we are led to believe it is the prac- 
Ucapf the Preach government, to connive 
at Us ctmtinnanoe, «u^ to protect it. The 
l«und policy of this country would seem to* 
re(pUre»ti)e prol^Uioa or discouragement 
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Sugwr} 

of i^fnide. In which the advantage is 
ed by the enemy; .particularly as by so doing 
the produce of our own colonies, and spirit 
the manufacture of our own countty, yi 
replacb those so withdrawn from the < 
kef .-xJt appears that thd quantity of foKffi!:u 
spirits /or which duty was paid in the 
year, was 2 , 101,187 gallons, niid that tb 
^oss amount of the duty w'as sSl 
The duty of customs and excise per gduoi^ 
on foreign spirits, is l 6 s.. l|d.: on fud, 
11 s. 2 ^ I. and the excise duty on Brttis^spi- 
rits, exclusive Qf the malt duty, is 78 .^d. 
It would seem that a bare substitution V 
consumption of the same quantity of spt^s 
at a lower duty, would occasion a certau 
lo.ss to thd revenue. Mr. Jackson calcuiaps 
that loss at ^£766,000 per annum; aud'^ire- 
suming only on a bare substitution ofqpfuifTly. 
thinks, thai in order to prevent jtly deficit^* 
and at the same time to preserve the present 
difference between the duties on rum and 
Biitish spirits, an addition of 2 s. 8 d. per gal¬ 
lon on each of these articles would be re¬ 
quired. But ,sucil additional duty, in the 
opinion of yoiar committee, couli^not be im¬ 
posed without considerable danger of i^erma- 
nently diminishing the consumption of those 
articles.—As the flavour of foreign geneva is 
well imitated in this country, and as brandy 
can be made strongly resembling the foreign 
spirit, it is impossible to believe that rum 
alone would be substituted in the room qf 
any quantity of those sphits, which the re- 
cummciulatiun of this leport might witl|draw 
from the market. Should the consumptk'p 
of rum however be increased by tlie amount*' 
of nne-third of the fureign spirits which paid 
duty last year, that increase would rise to 
700,000 gallons. The advantage gained by 
the West Indian interest woula not stop 
here; as a demand for an additional quanti¬ 
ty of British brandy would create a market 
for a proportionate quantity of sugar an 4 
molasses, those being the materials from 
which the best imitation of foreign brandy^ 
can be produced. It is proper to mention, 
that the present embargo in the ports of 
the United Stages will throw a large quantity 
of ru n on the market of the mother coun¬ 
try,, wftich affords an additional inducement 
to your committee to recommend any raSlK 
fwre likely to increase the liome consumption 
of that spirit.—The re-exportation from this 
country of the brandy brought in on licence, 
is not considerable; the North of Europe 
being \biefly supplied by the prize spirits. 
No duty is retained on the re export to Eu¬ 
rope except the war doty of 12 and j per 
cent, on the customs, or about 1 j pey 
lon j to which the act enforcing the Tatb*' 



(OF^ itt coat»^lisi a^ilid « dj)tjr of SdT per 
^juMpa<,' 'lQ' aome instances it may be ex- 
P^ed dn^ ‘firee. This trade ba's enjoyed 
tom advantages only since the iotrodnction 
^ ^tae warehousing system;' as, before that 
rj^od, rum alone coaid be exported wiihout 
, mtf.i the coiiseqaence is, that ruoimust 
lost what the other sp^it gained in the 
•X^rt trade,——The most obvions mode of 
'preventing the' importation and use of fo* 
reign spirits, would be by a law of direct 
prohibition. Mr. Frewin ttates, that the 
* difficulty of preventing smuggling would not 
sj>i rendered greater than at present, even by 

} total prohibition - of the trader; and Mr. 

arjbon thinks that the contraband trade 
^ghtbe more effectually checked under a 
•^an^ <)f system, than by adhering to the 
present nidde of granting licences and impo- 
sing high duties. But in case it should be 
deemed more expedient to adopt the mode 
of laying on a high additional duty, the re> 
venue might receive its cpmpensatioii for the 
^ dirqjnished consumption of fvreign spirits, in 
part by the increased consumption of British 
made or colonial spirits, which at a lower 
price would more than replace the quantity 
of that diminished importation, and in part 
by the increased amount of the duty on that 
reduced quantity of foreign spirits, which 
would even under these circumstances con* 
tinue to be consumed. Actuated by these 
considerations, your committee recommend, 
e^ltlbr that the importation and use of fo* 
^reign spirits should be prohibited during the 
war, or that the duties of customs and excise 
on all such spirits imported should be greatly 
increased] and in the latter case, they also 
. submit that it would be highly expedient to 
lay a heavy doty on their re-exportation to 
any part of the world.——Your committee 
concerv\,ng that the greatest encouragement 
'which could be given to the consumption of 
i^rum, would be to equalise the duties on that 
article and British spirits, examined several 
witnesses with a view to ascertain the pro¬ 
bable effects of such a measure. The evi¬ 
dence shews, that very great relief would 
thus be afforded to the platlter; but jt is ob- 
. jseted, on the part of the distillers, thaf they 
could not stand the competition, and that 
material injury, if not entire rnin to thiir 
trade, would be the consequence. If so,'per¬ 
manent injury would also be done to the 
market for grain, which is now afforded by 
the distilleries. Your committee therefore 
refrain from recommending.the equalization 
Jpf the duties on rum and British spirits, to , 
dbnsideration of the li<mte.' Your com¬ 
mittee are proceeding in the examinayon of 
other matters, whu^ they conccivoto be in- 




in t^;|l 

to be enabledsrfjortly td’hytn 
yotnr table. They are iinhip^ 
this report separamy, noteh^h'i 
iates to a, separate 
also, that no tinaomay be lost lit, 
the recommendation contained in 

KBW ANNtriTT VLim. 

the foltowiog are the Resohnions movesi 
by the Chaocellor of the Exchequer, rat t^ 
13tii of May last, when he opened his Fiaa 
for granting Annuities> 

1 . That it would tend ton more raeedy 
and efficient reduction of thenatiooNd^br, 
and would at the same time be of -nnterial 
.accommodation and convenience to.^e 
lie, if every projrrietor of .three 
consolidated or reduced bank atfnuitiai 
at liberty to exchange, with the cotiiniiii- 
sioners fer the reduction of the naticmal 
debt,*sucb bank-annul ties for a life annuity' 
during the continuance of a single life] tOlse 
named by such proprietor; or for a 
nuity during the continuance of llie Ihristiol' 
two persons to be named by such projM'iqthME^ 
and of the life of the longer liver of such 
two nominees.—2. That, in order te'glvtl 
effect to the aforegoing resoIntioBKt.every' 
proprietor of 3 per cent. consulidateti cut rO' . 
duc^ bank annuities, who shall be de^rc^. 
of exchanging any such bank annuttlira, fiat 
a life annuity on the continuance of »ido^lo. 
life, shall, on trr.usferriog to the cotnmts.- 
sioners for the reduction o£ the natioodk 
: debt any such bank annuities, be entitled* 
during the continuance of his or her life, m 
of llie life of some other person to be nan}^, 
by him or her, to receive (under such"r(^<» ^ 
lations as Parliament may deem it expedfel^'. 
to adopt) for every .£^00 of^ueb baulMtpii^;^ 
nuities, and so in proportion for any .grea^;^ 
sum than s&iOO of such annuities, 
red to the said commissioners,' a life anoul^ 
oFsuch annual amount, acqprding to tlwli|^ ; 
of the nominee, and the average price of 
such bank annuities on the nearest 
preceding the day of the transfer tbsN^ f 
as is specified in the following table. 
table is printing.]—3. That, in orde'f .llifcy, 
give further effeex to the aferegoiog resell^,- '* 
tion, every proprietor of etiS per cent- V 
Bolidated or reduced bank onaaHkMl, y 
shall be desirous of exebangiag -j; 

bank annuities for a life annqity ib 
tinnance of the lives of two persotMifc 
named by auch proprietor (of whcK^lt^. i". 
proprietor may be one) and* I^W 
longer lijrer of them, sltoll opclttinsf«p:^ifc 4 
the commissioners for the 
national debt any such bank 


4 VJ** f > ' 'V ’ If, »» ^ 

cntitt^}''4tHrln|r ^ cimtinmnce of »ach r«n(4 to the redjen^ptkni ai tlw pnblicdeht, 
t<vo hvj», and of lltelife of the longer liver a separate »c<»«nt '.hall b** kept half yearly 
of them, te receive (under suth regal Uiotis bv the coincowsionen ior the redactioo 
as {»arliantn)t may deem it expedient to themt oinidebt of allbmkannuities wbiAli 
ado^) for OverymiOO of such bank annni shall have been iianiiferred to them for'&et 
»fld so in pioportion for my greater pmthiye ot any life annuities, and of tfte 
sum tbaii'a&lOUot such annuities, iraiisfer- dividends leceivable by them m rc'-pedc 
red to the said commissioners, i hte annuity thereof, np to the penol ot such account, 
of such annual amount, aicordinT to th'' distingmsbmg therein so muth of the^wid 
irespectlve ages of such two iiomitiees *aiid bankaiiuuities as shill hive been transfcried 
the avenge price of surh bink aim iities on in the course ot the ne\t immediately pre- 
tlteneaiesto|)end»ypre<ehnjjihcdayof the ceding halt year—Also, a half vearly, ac- 
traii«ter ihuieof, as is spe^ he! in the fol- count of the amount ot .ill the life annuities 
Jowng tablet^—(_lhtsc lahlei aie printing ] gr.iiited by llum up to the period of such^ 
—4 That no pel son shill be idmitted to account, distinguish ng iheiein (he amouidr" 
bea nominee, either tor'hegnnl of an m- of the li(e annuities which shill hSve been 
hnity tor the continuance ot i single life, g* mled in the •'ouise ot the ne*t immc- 

Or fat the giant ot an annuity for the con- clnielj pntc hng half yeai ; and alsooof Aw* 

tinUancedt two lives indof the longer livtr amount ot all the inniiat sumy^hich, up 

of them, who snail be under the age ot to tin j)..»iofl ot the iid actoflut, shall by 

thirt)-five yeais—5 That the divid'’u U leason of the clt iths ot nominees have re¬ 
payable 111 respect ot the bu,k. aahuittcs, v *rled to the liinds apph-iole to the reduc- 

ivbich shall be tianstciied to ihe a»ntimis- iioi if lliu national debt, distinguisbing 

tioners ten the leduction ot tha nitio»al theiem the nnoui t ot such annual suras as 

debt, m exchange for life annuities, •■hill be shill hiVe sotie\oi''ed fh the cqprse of the 

received by the said corn nissionds, and next immednttlj preceding hit-)eii, to- 

•ball ronstitntd a pai t ot ihatunds applirabl' gelhti with an ircountot the amount of life 

to tbe reduction ot the iiUionsl debt, ind innmiies then p .able, anl that in evciy 

that out of ihe laid funds ipplitible to tlis such icc^unt shill be specified the excess m 

reduction of the nation il debt, the siui coin- tin vvlio'i, i nonnt ot all toe life annuities 


mts^ioners shall pa} the ittspi.< five life ai nm- 
ties granted m exchmge for surh bink an¬ 
nuities doling the coii'-iua’iicc of the re¬ 
spective lives tot winch ihc same sli'Il Ic 
payable; and that the snd icspccii c bl 
.anBUities shall be piyabU hilf yearly c tb.. 
bank of hngland, on the sun* divs on 
yvhicb the dividends on the slot k ti in tciit I 
for the puichase thcreol, m»/ bo pi,able 
ao every yeai, and the hist \ ijuieut ol 
eveiy annuitiy bhdl comme '..e on the sim* 
day on which the hist dividend on the bink 
^annuities so tnnsfeiicd shul be pa/able'o 
Ihe said commissioneis, a id ih it upon the 
^eath ot any single nominee, or of thc^sui - 
vivor ot any two jo nt nominees, a suui 
e<}ua\j:o one-fourth pirt ot the an uity dc- 
pendaut upon Ins oi l>ei life shill bo paid to 
the persons entitled to such annuity, or his 
or hir ev..catois or admimstrators, as the 
base any be, provided tlie same shall be 
darnied wuhm two jears attci the deiln of 
such mngle or surviving nommee, .md that 
the atmvuil sura payable for every such life 
'tUxHiity so ceasing as aforcMid, shall thence¬ 
forth revert to and constitute pa't of the 
foads appluxible to the reduetto i of the n i- 
tioaal debtH—Cf That for the put pose of ay 
certaming the etFeci ot the measure proposed 
ia th6-''llforegoiug resolutions, with rele- 


(’ -n b toie g lilted above tl e i nount ot the' 
dll idem i, receivable iii respect of all the 
hink mill ities then betoie ttinsfeiicd tor 
tiie puu h »st of life annuities, and aJ ^ the 
cvf in/) in (he imomit ot thelif^ft. 

nuitieil enpiyable ibovethe imountot snen' 
c'lvi (i.ri —And tint isepanle Kcountshnll 
als) ii I pt hilf yeaily ot the capital stock, 

\ nicli, iipU) the piiiodot such account, shah 
have bet iiedtemedby the apphciiion of the 
am. tal sums which shill fiom time to time 
h.ivc so leverted to the siid inncls by rea¬ 
son ot the ck tth ot nominees^ and Ijy 
the application ot tlieaccumu’ tied dividends ’ 
ot (he capitil stock redeem cl thcleb) 

A so, an u co mt of the w hole amount of 
pei caiitcapiiil stock, which, up to the 
period ot such a..r()unt would have been 
tedeetned by the excesses in the amount 
ot‘'t)ie lite annuities from time to i^e 
payable by the said conrmissionera ‘ibove 
*the amount ot the dtvidtods fium tune 
to time leceivable by them, in respect to 
the Bank annuities tiansferied for the pur¬ 
chase oi such hte annuities, m case auch^ 
excesses had been inteimediately applied* 
in the redemption ot ii pei cant stock 
inthtf mannei piescribgd by thfe laws now 
m force for the rciUtctiou of the 
det^. 
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OFFiClAt PAFm. 

* 

Hivrtvtv.^Ti^eKing ^ Sweden's rneltma- 
**iion, toufihing tw Levy-en naese, dated 
( Stockholm, I4th of March, 1803, 

We, Gastavus Adolphm, makd known, 
that ai the eastern frontier* of the kingdom 
a^e already attacked by the enemy, and 
'those in the west ai^ north are likewise 
threatened, we feel oorselvea called npon 
to make the utmost' exertions for tlie de¬ 
fence ot our invaded country. Fut th s 
pui pose, and in order that we may be able 
to raise d sufficient force te attack the enemy, 
it It our will that all }uiing nnsn fiom JS 
to 25 years, both inclusue, ot whatever 
rank or cnnditiou they may be, who hate 
not enlisted in the legiilar army of militu, 
or invy, 'iiall hold themselves in readiness 
to take upSinis tor the dcteiue oi oi i na¬ 
tive land, and assemble at hk h pi ces as 
•hall be pointed out to them at a luonietit s 
notice —r 

»‘^> &£vot. unoN jN SiAift —riom tie 
Frenu^ffficial fiajier the %for,ile'tr The 
article wheiuin the bloniteui announces 
this impoitant in <lligence, is dited Bay¬ 
onne, May JI, 1108, and Is ns follows — 

“ By * tiealy concluded between the em¬ 
peror Napoleon and king (hailes, and 
whiih has been acceded to by the piince of 
the Astuiias, and the inhiits don Cailos, 
don Francisco, and don Antonio, uhocom- 
0 dic the whole (t the members ot the 
house* of Spain, all the e\isliiig difTcnnccs 
have been adjus ed We aic still ignoiant 
of the conditions of l*v* lititv AtcorJiiig 
to the constd ion if vnn goic-mnent, it 
cannot be made pu' till ii has been com¬ 
municated to the s mte But we pcKeive 
by the proclamation of the ki ig ot Spa n, 
and'ihat of the piiine of Asiunas, that the 
empetor Napoleon is ciuihed with ad the 
rights of the house of Spain Bing 
Cliailes, queen I oiina Ma la, queen M in 
Loiiisi, and the iinant dun Iianciscn, dme 
to-day with the emperor, and set off to¬ 
morrow for Boiude,u\, IJiey will make 
this journey in four days, and wiM repaii to 
Fnutainbitau, whence they v ill go to C^m- 
piegqe. it is believed th'it tl i-* residence 
ha* been destined by Ins oi.jesty to king 
Charles, 'hit ht may spend tiie umaindtr ot 
his days there. The prince of Asturias, the 
infant don Carlos, and the uifant^on Anto- 
ptOt i^lft the oveinrtg yesterday with th-ir 
emperoi and empre§s. They 
■will two days ai Bourdeeux, and viil 
effeift^jrdi'ttrdeeed to Valency, whetice it is 
pibbfjida they will go to Nsvaii*. It is 
belFeved that his majesty has cc^ed to them 




dikt sapetb dorntde/ih^tht^ljlfli^^j 

taiiling to it.-*- It it said that ipklHgr^ 

Qf distinction are on (he road w , 
where, it appears that the ehi|M»tir ia atmim 
to hold a general junta. It is presnroa^' 
that he will be occupied, not only in reglky 
lating the succession to the throde, but 
in fixing certain ameltoiations which aB'i 
Spaniards call for. F.very thing'is ent 
tranquil in Spain. Things ate bn the 
footing there.” 

To the above article were joined, a man* 
date from king Charles to the junta of the 
government, announcing the nominatjon of 
the grand duke ot Berg, lieut. gen. of tbei 
kingdom, and a proclamation addressed ipdl 
the Spannrds, both dated on the 4th pf 
May; a proclamation ot the 5lH df May, 
from the junta to the inhabitants of Madrid; 
n circular (proclamation) sent oH the bib by 
the inquisition to all the tubunals oC 
kingtlom; and, finally, a letter froui‘(^ 
l.ii'g to the supieme council of Ca8tile,1p|ljd 
to the cdiiiictl of the inqu.sition. The first 
three of these pieces aic to the tenor •■fid- 
low mg — 

To lilt Supreme Junta of the Govemnfent» 
—Having judged it expedient to five ril? 
same direction to all the forces of ourktdjg^- 
doin, in ord i to maintain seruiify of pr^ 
pcity and public tianqmlliiy against eife- 
mits, as well exterior as interim, vve bdve 
thought it fit to nominate our cousid, the 
grand duke of Btrg, lirufensnt-generel of 
the kiiigdi .n, who. at the<>ume time, (fJifStt-. 
mauds the t- jops of oui ally, the empevb|«C^ 
the Ik licit We rc mmai.d the council of«* 
Cistile, . nd tl e capfuns-geiici.d and govern¬ 
ors ot our pi< unecs, to obey his orders 
the ime quiliiy he shall preside over the 
jiinti ol the g ^clnn.ent Given at Eaycyitie,'' 
•It the impel 111 pulice, stiled the*pala^dT 
the gmeriimcnt, Iklay 4, ISOS (Sig|l0<td) 
j, Tlin KIM 3 •• f 

Pioclamut'on -—Spaniards' My beldKod 
subjects, pcifidious rut'n seek to mislead yOO. 4 
They would put ptius inloyoni h<iiids againtt 1 
the Fitpcb troops, ihej seek alike toaff*iyoiv| 
aga.iist the Firm I, and the Ficndl.agamtt^l 
yi,ii The sic king ot all Spam, 
of every kind, would be the result 
spmt of Gicton, the sa 1 effects of 
bavf'alic dvbii, i.Aill m motion, 
midst of thc'-e mipciunt and ciitfoal' 

"I intes, I am occupied m ronccflis 
my ally, theempepoi ot the .French, 
conrei ns youi welfare. Bewaieof-ll 
to the enenncjs of it. All tliosk, 'vh&J 
to yo I a^intt Franco, ihnst fo(.VOB|j 
they are idthfr the enemies of ytfMr , 

01 agents 6 f England, who affewnjjfli 




ing thm>%lve* of clrcoinstances, and whose 
inlrigues wonid involve the loss ofyoui colo- 

oiesi the se^ardtioii of your piosiiui s, ora 
aejies of years ol tiouhle and cil imiiy for 
your country—SpuuiidH’ tiusi to iny tx 
perience, and obey that lutlionty which J 
bold fron> God md m) fi hus, follow my 
example, and tlinik tint in the position in 
vhicb you stand, thtie u no piospunty and 
Mfely for Spam ird->, hut ui the friendship of 
ihegieit Blip lor, ounlly Given it Hay« 
oone, fiom the impend psutc, stikd pal ice 
of the government, Miv 4, I, thf Kino 
Ike SHflnme funta t> tht Inhulitunls of 
Madrid —Inliiuitmts of Madrid, yoiii tran 
<]tiiiht> will b>' from henceforth niiilteiable 
'iuu will OWL It to the lo} ilty of ytni own 
charactei, but it will b sti 1 moic nsurtd 
10 I on by the coilidtmt, v hub is inspired 
by th( itws, 1 lit) the pnidt net it z loes 
iinjisti lit to wiiom ih i tsieuton is ; 
ciJiTunii e I It Is 111 this i( nvieli ntkittlt j 
cupienie jm ti rf g,()vtriinient pridiuis, j 
tint in ob’ditij o tolliv^ dictate of hu inni 
the dlied army his suppiessed tl e mil nry 
commission, tstablishel otly f tr oi e di), 
as a nectssii), though seveie nemie 
syliKivwuuId not hue been estibli bed, but 
for the p rveneness of sine irduiduvU 
' 4hit from heneefoithevil} I'libitint, \ Int- 
HO \M m \ be bis 11 ik, who lull hue'iven 
Ciuse t r b*m4 s zed In lb I iti rb troops, 
P’ovkIi I be bn t >t boi e anus nt,nmst 
4hem, sbill b ium=d itedy giun ovi.i to 
Ins piopei s, nd tiied by tl m And 
ev.n 1.1 the r ih excepted i nr, vu lb r of 
hui'ig borne rms igsii st the Fien ' tie ps, 
a judge 11 M 11 vted b} the (cn j etetu tiioui ->1 
Of the lut on slnll .dw us assist in ie_,uht- 
ing the wbo'e of tl e pioc^ss agiu ••t the c- 
rus^d, till the ser ^nr sptonoan d No 
cuuntrviiun doiiieilu ..d in t'le t vn, or 
atran^er sluH oe mo' sted cn nn i iit of the 
pecid lilt} of bis dress, and s 'I b s the 
ecelesusties Ibe < in eis crplojed «.■ i 
bringing provisions (> the town, slnll bet ee- 
forwiid be s i')_ ct to no vexation, or d< ten- 
lion of \li tt Cl I <:,es oi mules Lver in- 
dividud who shtilnive ju^t compi tints to 
nuke, o. ' 1 tssing binjself to fbejnd,^e of 
police, uuy rest aired, that be will, on 
the same day, obtiin full justice and r^pir' 
tion, foi will ever dimage be may hivi sus 
jiatned -—As to the muLttrtis, who are like¬ 
wise emidojed m br ngng pi ivisioiis to 
town, and who gen^n'ly sity there s few 
fliys. Only one half of then csttic slull in 
future be put in leq ttsition, even un'er the 
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oatances, and urhose most* urgent necoisity, and iq no ease shall 
the loss ofyoui colo- they be detained longer than three or four 
your pi ov nil I s, ora dajs, foi which they shall be p<iid at the 
de and c il imiiy for puces .ilresdy giren out Oiders shall be 
Js ’ tl list to my tx given at those gates of the town, w^iere 
t luthontj which J carrieis hive sntfirtd aibitraiy detentions, 
fi hcis, follow my in oi ler to be sc ircheil and stripped of their 
It in the position in srms, that ihis abuse be in future prevented. 
i3 no piospunty and But it is nKo necessarj to repeat the orderV 
III the frieudsliip of against introdiicmg fire-arms, or other pro^ 
lly Given at Hay- hibited weipons into the city , they oughts 
pstaic, stiled pal ice '’Iways to be deposited at the gate Given 
r 4, I, THf Kino it the p dace, by order of the supreme junti 
> tkf Inhulitunls of of governnunt, M y 5, 180b The Comte 
Madrid, yoiit tran Casa Valiincia, secretiiy. 


Romt —Circular Letter addressed lit the 

Polu, through his Stcretary of State. 

Date I i4fnt, 1803 

II s holiness, o6i master, hi( commtnd- 
td Ins sec tlaiy of stite, cifdiml Dona 
Pi nsili, to nuke known to yotir eminence, 
tlut bis heait lus been pencil sted with the 
m )st pi ignsj t o^rief, on being informed of 
the Older given'by the licnch general 8 o 
i nuny members of the sicied Tollege, to 
quit Rom within threedt>s His holiness, 
WHO (li^iilv sees tlut this mt isure tends to 
oveitbruw the empnc of the clmich, since 
thubc members uic removed fiom his per- 
s>ii « ho are iieccssaiy to the direction of bis 
attins and it list Ins minister, his vicvi 
cinnot 111 rnnstienco permit this departure* 
Ilf prohibits, therefore, every one upon his 
oilh ui obedience to icmove from RS»*\, 

I 11 ss nbsoIiUely romptlled by foiee, aneTs. 
Ills hoi ness foieseeing tins case, thst .liter 
li uii,;, lorn your cmniet.ee from his bosom, 
you might be left at i c itiin dislnnce from 
Roil, IS of opt rn tint you should not 
intitinue veur jouincy, i nless compulsion 
should be used, to the phee designated to 
you, in order tint it mw be a muter of 
piiblii notoriety that your remov.al from the 
head of thethurcli Ins not b,cen voluntarily,^ 
but fiom c( mpiilsion The virtues of ail 
the I idividiisls who have received the order 
to dipirt, (lone support the afBicted soul of 
his be ness, and are a pledge to him, that, 
acco)d ftg to Ins example, they will suppoit 
these persecutions with pitiencc, aad that 
rise sentiments of the siered college far 
from being weakeied, will be strength¬ 
ened 

(1 lioiigli this piece had been sent to the 
Cardinals before their departure, it did not 
prevent some of them from going volun¬ 
tarily to/he places pointed oat to them ) 
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taken nf ffaU event to eoij»\w ’ntfaclc n^* 
on thj|( Cfieiapeake oM and unad* 

jufted d(ii{nite abonCleii^tng for seamen 
on Board of inerehant tdlips, took the earliest 
Opportunity of stating to Mr Munroe, that 
If would be oecessarj to tike greit care not 
lo mingle the discussions relating to the Che¬ 
sapeake with discussions upon anvo'herto- 
9(e. In ibis Ml. Manioc could not but 
adftoe,Seeing tbit he was the first to say that 
Im-affair of the fiigate ought to be kept dis 
'iipct; and, he appeired to be quite tranquil, 
Jiot apprehending tint theie would arise any 
consideiable difficulty in ihe way of an ami¬ 
cable orrangement Having, hctwever, li 
Itena very shoit tune to consider of the nut¬ 
ter, be, without waitmg for instiuctions, or 
even for official infoi (nation of the eient, 
writes to Mr Canning in a verj high tone, 
the aiBilr grows, all at once, into \ast jmpor- 
tfs^, and, one can easily perceive, that, n 
Interim, he has been spurred un to what 
^ himself did not, af fiist, dream of' Mr 
inning, who displais talents that almost 
any man mi^ht einy, veiy piop^rl) notices 
this change ot tone, as calculated to excite 
some dcgiee (A snrpnze, ard as being i o 
very good ''igu , but, he t ikes t ire, in a mild 
tantiiobi, to hi Mr Mnnioc pi reuse ve y 
dearly, that he ha'* little to h jie for fioni 
theefict111 feai ‘'ooiiftei tliiscumcsthe 
letter of Ml Midisoi to Mr Munioe, who 
dioosestn bigin the ne„oc alum b) rorftr- 
•am with Mr C inning, iiihtr thin by a 
written coiiesi uideuce, siiui ti i^ tn s choice 
iNs not wiihfSut a ler/sullicient mutiie we 
•nail, by and b), |ercct»e HavingoL lin¬ 
ed this point, he, in his hrst interview, st ited 
the repintton, which bis goveinmcnt ex¬ 
pected ; nimely. hist, '* that tlie men taken 
*' from on boT d *he Chesapcike, should be 
“ festoied to it second, ^lijit the officers, 
** who had comm It ted the iggicssiun, should 
£* be exempt inly punished, third, thit the 
** practice of nupics'iiuent from merrhint 
** vessels thould be suppressed, and, 1 istly, 
" that the repnation, consist ng of those se- 
veraf- acts, should be announced to the 




3 efknon 1 1 jutt 8ii^ fit liar a dtplotnatut,} 
for, r should cenainly have tried, at least, to,; 
knock the mao down, who should have made ' 
to* me such a proposition—-»Mr CanAinjf 
resisted this abominable demand, and insist¬ 
ed, particulaily, that the affiiir of the Cifesa- 
peike, should be kept, as a subject of nege- 
ciation, distinct from all other points in, dis¬ 
pute , and, thus the conference ended.—-—s^. 
Directly afteiwards Ml Munroe presented a 
Note, in which he demanded the reparation, 
but, as IS ill be seen by a reference to the 
Note Itself, he confined his express demand 
to a suppiession of our seaiching merchant 
SI ps fell deseiteis, omitting the other acts 
rcijmrod of us, foi the reasons which he gives 
to Ml M (diion, thus ** As it had not been 
in my power to come to any agreement 
with Mr Canning on the general subject 
“ of impressment from merchant vessels, 1 
“ considered ic my duty tocooibine it with 
“ the atfair of the Chesa{ cake, in the paper 
wh ch I presented to him to chim repa- 
" ration for the outiage I thought it best, 
liowevei, ta omit the other act\, of yibtr' * 
“ It was desitsed that the repawnbirshould 
" consist, as it seemed piobable, that a spe- 
“ ciiicatioii of each arcumstarce, m «he 
“ note, would increase the indisposition ot 
** the ramistiv to accommodate, and jpic U 
" support n ith the nation, in a cornph te re- 
" jictton of the demand I expressed my- 
“ stlt, theitfore, in regard to the other acts, 

“ in gem I at and conaUatory terms *’— . — It 

must b ive greatly surprized Mr Madiio to 
find, th It a precaution like this was 
sail He. modest man, expected, that the 
niini>'ters would have the whole nation join 
111 a ciy against them, if they hesitated on<i^ 
moment in yielding to the demands of onr. 
exc* llent customers across the Atlantic. He 
and Mr Jefferson thotigbt, what they had 
often said, that America might Jive well 
without a communication with Eigland) ' 
but, that England could not live at all with? 
out a communication with America -s-Bu/, 
though Ml Munroe suppressed the demand 
of those ” other acts,” in his note, he ob- 


** American govt mint.nt tinough the me- 

** dium of a special mission ’-Set a beg- 

ftir on horse bsck, si>s the oM proverb, and 
he’ll ride to the bevil Was there ever anv 
thing so insolent as this befuic heard ol ’ 
What' give up our deseiteis to tLein , set 
these mtn at 1 berty, punish Capi nns Doug¬ 
las and Humphreys and Adiuttal lieikclej', 
lj[ive up our right ef searching for mr own 
aeam«i on board of dieir mei chant ships, 
thereby giving onr navy a stio to the very 
iHaitt} and, to send a special rvpreseniatis* 
•t the xiug to announce all chta to riuious 


tamed an interview with Mi Canning, to 
sa}^ that they were merely omitted for the 
pieient, but would, of eouise, be espected. 
^fais was all in vain, however; for Mr Can? 
iimg, finding the American government re¬ 
solved to come to no settlement, wfaieb 
should not include a surrender of our right-to 
search^their merchant vessels for oUr iw- 
men, positivelj refused to negociafe upon 
the affair of the Chesapeake, except «• 
tirely distinct from all other matters iiy dlt? 
pme. Thus, the negociafloii was brOt^tW 
an ftid m i^gktid; and Mr. MunroeTihMx 
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iifr. MtotMn^s 

letter to Iftr, HtuinM* coat^idg the tostnio 
* tjoiu to mwii Aigb detnamb, wiittea«a 
0(h ^ July. The pea^ Tilsit was 
MhUkitm the 7th of that month ]t but, for« at 
ki^ two months previous, the affaifs of the 
alli^ had been in so despotite a way as to 
I leave ne doubt at all, that the result would 
be) peace on Napoleon's own terms, and, of 
course, a combit>at)on of the Northern pow¬ 
ers against England Indeed, this was, in 
the Register of the 13th of June, stated as a 
roDjecture, upon the subject It was, there¬ 
fore, with this view of the state of Europe, 
and of the critical state of England, befoie 
his eyes, that Mr. JeiTersou, tlie just and 'n iso 
Mr Jedwrson, otdered Ins Envoy to make 
the demand above stated. But, befoie the 
demand reached England, that is to say, the 
Litter end ot August, Mr Munroe had been 
able to disrovei, that the events upon the 
continent of Europe, after basing been a 
nine days wonder, had set people to think- 
«Ugl^nd that reflection h*d taught them that 

thero*?P»w.<4re d grdhnd of alarm-W hen 

Ml. Munroe wrote his hrst note to Mr Can¬ 
ning, the meichantsof laserpool and other 
places hid begun to clamour in fivour of 
Ameiici, but, befoie the second was wiil- 
ten, the public mind had been enlightened 
upon the subject, and, the clamours of those 
ni<'ichants, who had begun to dictate to the 
government in a high str.in. were chan£,ed 
intoiAiMserable wailings His second note ^ 
written on the yth of September I beg I 
thu reader to look hick to the Register ot 
the 5th of that month, *ind, he will be able 
believe, to discevet i sery snflicient cause 
W Ml Muoroe's hiving softened his tone 
If he «ill look, particularly at pige 3 tj 6 of 
Vol. XII be will not beat all «utpiized, that 
Ml Munroe should be anxious to keep liis 
humiliating demands out o^ an ofEciiI note, 

\ which Its must know the ministers might 

MVUbeen called upon to publish-llie 

o^ociatien, if it may be sociiled, carried on 
by Me, Munroe and Mr Canning, began 
late m /uiy, and closed early iu October, 
and, H is really worth while for any one, 
who ha# the leisuie, to read the corre^pond- 
eneb in company with my arttckl^ in the 
Register, written during the same period it 
would be still better worth while, if wbcduld 
ate thew/mjeof Mr. Munroe's letters to Me 
Madison, especially where he talkvabcut 
those, m thia country, who are dtspoied Jot 
a ^ar emh Amerua. ** 9ucjb,^’ 
WM he, •’ m his letter of the 4th of August, 
!^j (hthe ^ ate of this country, at the present 
*t,ifl!!nS?to8t U is to foresee what 
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** IT, States, TNm fehs 
** since the comiuenoeG 
** wai, a strong paris^ 

« ravages to them. ThiapWHy 
*• of the ship owners, the ftwg, thO llbs^itiia 
•• West India merchante, and several poKtk 
** cal characters of great consideration miihu 
“ state So powerful is this combiuaftMi^ 
** that It IS most certain that nothing cau^ 
•* Vitained of the government on any poiu^^ 
" but w hat niiy be extorted hy neemtty^’ 
" Tlie disasters to the north ought to mspito' 
rooderanon, but with respect to ti# 
" noithern powers, it seems to have pro- 
" duced directly the opposite eftect A Beet 
“ ol about 25 sill of the hue, with a saifr- 
“ able number ut fiigatrs, 8cc and ahove 
" 20 000men his been latelyeqaippad^iand 
" scut to tlie Biltit, as it is said, to ttOie pos- 
“ session of the Danish and Russian net*'' 

“ This measure is imputed to an undertU 
" in^which It is supposed has been 
' blished between the cabinets of RUfl||i|^ 
" and Pins by the late peace, and which hM/ 
‘ for Its object a conrei t of measures for th# 
purpose c/t attempting to force 
" coiuiiry a mariltme code, more favoW^le 
“ to neutral nations ’—So, this **•* 
party ' induded the navy, did it, Mr 
roe> That u a pretty stout hmb of a j 
I must confess. But, are you sure, Mv 
disou, that Mr Monroe, in none ofhli 
ters, said any thing about that " wicli 
cal Cobbett," as your rnflian-ltke edit 
newspapers now call me ’ Are yoU 
sure, Chat bjd d not tell you, that I hadf 
the most formidable enemy he had had to' 
encounter ^ You do, indeed, let your ||{|gw , 
foolish citizens hear Mr Munroe's ytStH 
pi lints igainst the English newspapers) hut, 
you keep from 'them whit be says a^usi 
me in paittcular X will tell yon, then, Sif, 
thit I have been credibly informed, tlut 
have said, that, had it not bees for roe, fw* 
govern ment ot 1 ngkind wowld have acced^ 
to your demands You have been deceiveth 
for Ml Canning knew w hat the statwand the 
temper ot Amend weiej though, I mint 
say*, that I venly bel eve, that be, as well aa ^ 
others, in this country, who possess simUatf t 
knowledge, derived it chiefly froto thek s 
" How poor a thing maydoanpble aaf^ 
vice!’ 1 hive. It must be confessed, preft^i 
well tobbtd the vainisb oflF you. In othw 
countries you may still pass for sterltbg) 
here, in Engltntfcfthe only country thallt 
dare about), yji will, for the time to come, 

for no uion* Inn your worth . A 

p,.rty,' in<le«»d^ A war pivrty again|r Ame¬ 
rica 1 I thibk I know as ot passes and 
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ag Mr.'li^Qttfoe Hid ; 
^*'**?*' ^ single man express l)ib 
degif^ with ^\merit i Ki i here 

ejU^tsan ii^ji^e of ihe deUi’-mn i f v»nii} 
Too AitierteanotDntbter ex(cc t<i i< vi Eng¬ 
land under the then cinun srmre'', fall 
down at his fcei; and, uhtnlie to id iIil 
eontrar), he cQuId a»ciibt ii tonotiii i' slnnt 
of (I cnmbiT aiion ; the infli tntt of a party 
To have said that th* bu/wu was hoslilij lo 
li^'ther concessions, u n lei have nceti lo ac- 
■rjkhovidedge that I ii,^' 11 « is not ttnifitd 
jjjOOt of Its wits at ih sound of Amei ican hos 
tUliy; imd that vvuulJ not have answered the 
'porpose. It was, tl crefore, lucessars to 
conjuie lip “ a pailt],' a combination, 
something out of tht i,ommon wav, some- 
thing almost supernal lira 1 “Nothng can 
“ be obtained from the qovetnnient, iijcn 
*' any point, but wlnt maybe ixiorltd ly 
*^nefessti}f ” This was aluays then opt- 
*lj^n of us, th's IS what they alwn}ji s iid, 
and, eveiy thing they obtained, the) always 
thanked their own power for, and not our 
disposition to conc]li<fte 1 told A B (m >st 
linily Alexander Baring) ot the M iruing 
Chronicle, that eveiy con'* ssion, on our 
would be ascribed to out fi irs, that, 
dw concession would, of course, lead to flie 
ei^ndof another; and that, ibereture, it 
a> well to stop at once, unless we meant 
sfon, nnhl vvehad not a ship or a seaman 
The truth of this IS now pi oved by the 
ItmentsofMr Munroe, expiessed incon- 
snee to hisgovcrnnieift. His government 
tight we were doH«. " She is down," 
Btdioneof their judges, in theyeai 1795, 
** she IS in her last agonies, and we tiaveno- 
thing to do but to seize her by the throat, 
and I id the woild of her at once ’ Ihis 
was a jttdge. The Chief-Justice of the St tie 
o^Suuth<Carolina. He was not singular in 
hts taste She was not down, liowevet 
‘8be has stood ever since, and, theembai- 
iis<<ed nation feels her pow er still. No ,^ Mr. 
Munioe. It Yt^as no “ puts” that look up 
the cudgels agains* America, though there 
was a* patty who took them up for her. 
Tbeie weu* the whole of the Whigs tor her; 
the whole of the Amine in merchants, and 
’'several hired wiitiis amoi gst^whom were 
the i'dii burgh Revieweis, but, to all these 
' was opposed the sense of the unsold pait of 
the nation , and, if you have got the better 
ot yoni ndional vanity, you would have ^id 
to Ml Madison ** 1 un^ that we have 
plav erl w iih the mot^dfT’till we have lost it. 
** I his I'ation, W'ho are so easily cajoled, and 
** whopi we have cabled so Icng, when once 
*' they dp E"** *heir slow-oiottoncd eyes 
** i>{icA, a e roioarkabty clear-sighted, 1 pei- 



*• cqjy«} and.lWnjlirthcrpcrdM'ipeditif^ 
“ if tbcir pliancy IS of lengdnniHSw, tn^, 
" in the end pay it off in st^MiginHiss. Yon 
“‘and I were derived in odvidji^cs of ta- 
" king advantage of what we Ibolted opjsti 
** as their disasters in the North of Europe, 
“ for they have taken it into their heads, 
" that 11 IS precisely under such cir^ni»s»«o-i 
‘ ces, that they ought lo concede nothing' 
" to any body Besides, Sir, I mast 'tell 
“ you, that though we thiik ourselves a 
*' ereat nation, we are not, in Europe, view- 
“ ed in that 1 ght The nation^, in this 
“ quaiter of the world, regird us as some- 
” ttiinp'but little better than a raceofhalf- 
" nvilued people settled promiscuously 
" along an extended and defenceless coast; 
“ .ind whtn I lalk of out navy and of going 
“ to war, though ihty do not actually laugh 
“ in my face, I can cIcMily perceive, that 
“ they laugh at me the moment my back is 
“ turned Then again, as to their commerce 
“ with us, which, you know, we used to 
“ think they must instantly pensb for the 
“ want of 5 Would you believe 
" find them It all alarmed upo(rtTO«ibject; 

they have, 1 understand, but about 
** 300.000 persoiM (men. women, and chil- 
dtcii) employed in matters connected with 
*' all their toieigu commeice put together; 
“ and theie aie, amongst tlieir public wri- 
“ U’ls, men who maintain, that their enm- 
" mcrce with us is injurious, instetid of iJt- 
*' mg beneficial, lo them, for that their 
wool and non and copper and tin aVOi • 
" lien IS much more useful than our tobilS 
" CO, or any othci thing that we send thett), 
“ You and I used to contrast the vast extent 
*' ot our dominions w ith the pitiful compa<i^ 
“ of theirs, and used to be impatient for the 
** day when w'e should surpass them irt po- 
" pulition My impatience, upon this 
score, ISconsiclerably .ihated; for, “lord, 
** Sir,” as ScfiCB says in the play, these 
** arc clearly another sort of peo^ thgij 
** we." You and I used to wonder bow ii 
“ could be that such a little island shonjld' hs 
“ suffered twlord it over the oceaij^ and v&> 
** sna^, in other respects, so posimni. Eut, 
**^defnr fiieitd, if jou were ffsiiomeWFe 
** yon wrontd cease to wonderpt tkts ; tor 
(*' vou cannot imagine wbat quantities of 
horses and cattle and sheep^aiid corn aitc 
bouses and goods and Implementa ant 
clothing, you cannot imagine wliaf qaan< 
tiises ot every thing,whiim constitutes nd 
tiunal strength, tho industry of this 
** faai collected from ^ surfwte and qttyait» 
** ed from ibe bowela of the earth. 

•• I first canon Mtlifr, X used 
lh«|r ftvera^^ futd« X was iiigidy ai« 
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Thiinw/’ sw U?eirpotn 
** e^ It, *» ipB^ing hi« m^Ailc fittiod,*’ not 
^ b^Umiiitrfgit-^ik uoe Ihe smallest of out 
tb;td.naitii^i4i Ltrger thsbwfajtue 
csS a of Stutter. But, when I came 
** to con^der, clu( mere water was neither 
Y weelth nor Stteogtb, and ivhenl siw that 
•T there vtrere moic valuable things floated 
**• uf>on this little riin of water than upon all 
“ oar immense rivers put together, it did, I 
confess, give a ntwr tiiin to mv thoughts. 

, ** This IS indeed *» veiy sRiall country, 
but It IS all life and stiength. It is tdl 
** of those things which coim to the aid of 
“ tliepeisonal stiength otinan, and,ail this 
mass of stiength IS so raiiiageable, is so 
easily w lelded, that it almost seems as if the 
" people had the countrs upon tbetr backs 
" They are, too, so patient m then puisuits, 

*' so constant, so steidj, in their labour; 

the same calling and the same habits and 
" the same character descend tiooa talher to 
son, and for seveial succeeding genera 
'» T»«cj^^C)ar rascai^ons, yod^ know, aie 
** everiaslTflg^y shirking about* fiom place 
“ tophee, in seaicbufnew sh ps or new 
“ lands, so that, except amongst tneQu ikeis | 
** and some of the Yankees, out pc,iulaiion 
IS in a continutl sta e of swarming. £ if, 

*' in this country, my dear Madison, it is 
"‘not the lords alone who have an} thing 
herediiar} about them Heie are beredi- 
" tary slioemakeis and taylors and blatk- 
" ^.ilhs and wheelwrights, who, for many 
* groerations base lived under the same 
** roof Our fainiers, you know, are all 
" spcculatois, all airomg at fortunes, all 
‘‘.trying to get iich at a beat, but, here, 

> ( though CQiintrv-banking and agiicultural 
" societies have done something towardscor 
" rupting the manners of thefairaers, a fan 
" proportien of them still retain the sim* 

*‘ pUcity of then fort father-., content with 
" a bate competence, and desiring nothing 
‘‘ moiC than those foiefathers enjoyed In 
“ their athletic sports, the people of this 
" country are exemplaty ind^ Ihey 
*‘ scorn to take advantage of op^ another 
" even in the moments of th^^r gr&tust 
•* eagerness and anger. I^iey never kick 
" and scratch and bite, as the people do in* 
youi and my country ; and, as to-gonging 
" out one another's eyes, tt.fy are by no 
" meapb to be made believe that the thing 
IS practised except amongst caniftbais, j 
** flmngb you and I know that it is very 
" iKHflmon amongst most excellent citicens, i 
Hvbat we call the most enlightened • 
^ «aa|ttt|c> 4 n the world. But, what Would 
** sdrpnsa yem roost of el), my dear friend, 

** U the honesty and fair dealing of the 


H 





States. 

“ common people in Ei^lanfl^ wBU 
" pears 1o be instinctive Here mcA 
" one anorhei's woid tor as 
theyaiewoith in the worll^ i ami 
“ you will think me loraancing, bat, 

** suie }OU, that it is verv comrooBfo- ^a ' 
" man to otter another a thing for sale, 

‘* having promised to liold to his offer fljtf 
‘‘ certain time, to keep Ins p omise, thom£ 

*‘ he aJiotild be ottered twice the sum ini|n 
" meanwhile I am informed, that tbsg# < 
“ are man) fat mei s, w ho send their mOneif 
" to gicat fairs at a dist nice, by the heotu 
‘* of dealers, to purchrse them cattle aadj, 
“ sheep, and that theie are no bii]$ or re..^ 

‘‘ ceipts piss between any of the patties/ 

“ and that the farmer knows noUung at itU 
" of the seller and, wh it willamaee you Is, 

‘‘ tli.st the dealer, who is generally K pfKMF, 
‘‘ m m tint tramps it to the filr, cOntinthHH/ 
" poor ^) the end of his days Only* 

“ dearMidihon, think of tlu'saloeof thit% 
" iiilegnt) this confidence betwcOp maft^ 
" and man ’ One moii, and that mail tdflllt 
" a 1( w state of Ide, perfoims thetAtSitJ 
which, wcifc It not for thisconfld 
" would taka many mc*u, for several 
" from then homes and concerna. 

“ like of tills IS unknown in any other 
" coiiifiytlnt I im dtciuamtcd wuh, and'* 
“ this qiialiiy, wo king in vanous upse^rt* 

*' wijs. IS om of ihe guMt Dtilwarks of th^\ 
‘‘ natirn In shor‘ my dear fiieiid I hay^ 
" been in Engl uid long cnongl]^ to have < 

" ihe piejudices, eng'iideted byuuriev 
*' lution, lemosed Jlu chain ler of 
" lishmin IS an object of mv tiiiv but, 7*^ 
“ would confess iliis lo 11 > buman beiblp^ 

" but}on, who, a tinly honest iiiati your** 

" self, would, had you been in my situ iticMif, 

‘‘ have experienced a conversion liKH mine *' 
-—This, Mr Mu'iroe, or someihing hkp 
this, IS wliaf }ou would have said, if you 
had apoken from the bottom of your heait. 
You aie not one of those wHy creatures, 
w ho have come to England foi the jyke of/ 
strutting abour with lords and ladies, ani^s 
who. alter having obtained visitois by paving „ 
their way with gold, and having found, tliat, 

" no longer pipe no longer^ dance,” hav# 
returned home in dis ippointment and d»*v 
gust You aie a geiiijtiiiaii in fortune at 
we’l as in mind, and, whatever you may, 
say of us, you must think us the best people 
that} ou have yet seen, and must feel semie 
degiee of nude, that this in the country 
wbenceyoui loietuheisspiang L^tishnpe^ 
tfieii, tint you will use jour influence fbc 
the puipose of repressing that incessfat cte. 
sire, which prev'Ills m your country, to do 
that which aball ten4 to,|iumble EngiaaU, 



9on ’ ‘ ro^mCAlRBO^stER.—^,, 

Bewared, that tlHf{leopleof this coxmtry ble to deal us; t^t 
n<a»^ ttttderstan dy Jw wole ot all the poniM facps. It was, too, a meaat^M^Iltt 
in di^te; atfiPhat, let whe will be ini< ence, at the time wbeq Ini%I 
nis^^ they will not dare to make the con* in America; and, tberetbfa# loltirve < 



cesikntia Which you have demanded. Von 
wiUhAajid>to ” extort” nothing (romour 
neCinlilties. There is no " party ” that ran, 
or ^t would if they could, lend you Their 
aswdoce. For the sake of worrying one 
auotitiier, in their dl^glacelal struggles lor 

S late, they may side with you in appear- 
hbe, and, I am pretty confident that the last 
it|iti{stry you bad nearly cajoled to do it m 
tJlroest; but now there is no party, there i« 
no one man of any chaiacter in the whole 
nation, who wonid become an advocate 
for your claims.————The subicqueut 
part of the proceedings areot let-, impoit- 
aynee. When the ministeis found, tli<>t ihe 


faepa. It was, too, a meast^jtplln 
ence, at the time wbeq Mf* 
in America; and, tberelbra# lolthve 
reparation, until it wai riaciadilidt Would 
have bee*n disgracelul to ns. in the highest do* 
gire. It would base been begging pardon 
with a c.ine suspended over our sboul^r.. It 
would have been going one step further tbad 
the late ministers, who entered upon a nego* 
ciation touching the light of search, while 
the Americans bad a non-importation act 
passed for the avowed purpose of compelling 
Us to give up that right, and kept suspended 
over our h^ds ready to be put in execution, 
in case we refused to accede to the terms pro- 

posed.-^The result of this negociatiott, or 

rathei, the total failure of it, proves the 
truth of what I told the ministers from tho 


American goveinment was determiiiid not first; that is, that every step in the way of 
tp settle the affair of the Chesapt iko, *aaless concession, would but cause the difficulties 
the settlement luchidiHl a renuncaiion, on to thicken. If they had stood firm upon the 

out part, of the light of searciiing their ground of maritime dominion, there would 

loercpilnt vessels for our deserters, they le- have been a Joud out-cry for a 

solved upon sending a special envoy to offer but what would the Americans Ejtve done 
atonement for the attack upon the Chesa- mme th^n they hav^ done now ? They have 
peckOf but rot to permit h)ni to negociatc no* done their worst, and they could have 
qpnq aqy other point whatever; and, at the done no more. Theie would have been ait 
same time, they issued a proclamation, in end, for ever, of all claims and disputes 
Vhtch the king declared, that he never about starching ships. And, to this it must 
would give up the right in question. It is, cuincatlasi. \u reality it is so now. \^e 
llterefore, probable, th.it the iicgociatuui be- do exercise nn absolute maritime dominion. 
4 ween Mr. Rose and Mr., Madi-nn would, if , We must exercise it, or we cannot remaiq 
been •commenced, h.tve soon been I ludependept of Fiance. It would, tlics^* 
»^en oft, but, It was, asthoreadet w’lll foie, be better to do it, at once, avowedly,' 
penteive, pievcnted from beg*nimig by the and not encumbir the thing with Orders in 
yaftjtei of the American governinent to le- , CouniU, and other happings, which only 
Bcthd thetr hostile proclamation, wlwhour serve to lob ihe principlfi of its simplicitj^ 
tninisters justly considered as an aiM of reta- and digmly. Ube alarm of Mr. Alexandct* 

iinUoH, ^d the rescinding, of w'hich they Baring and his brother wisetcre, Mr. Ros- 

^mandeu as a stop previous to their tender- coe, ihat the open avowal of such a princi- 

tng any reparation at all. This dem.ind was pie will rouse and unite the world against us, 

refused, and, of course, Mr Rose came i:, curious enough, at a moment when all the 

back as he wept.*-^Tiie leadei will per- woild is actually so roused and united. A* 

ceive, that the Americans now choose lo re- nierica is as much our enemy as she can be. 

present,, the hostile pipchimation, not as an Nothing can possibly make her more so. Sho 

act ot retaliation, but .is an act of precotr- would declare Wttr, biit she dare not. There 

tion. As if they were afraid, that wc should is n fear of " throwing her into the arm4 

•end in our ships to bui n their towns! Bo- of BVanw.” She is there already as much 
lieve them who will; for roy part, the con- as she can be. Our ships of war keep tho 

tvary is evident to me; and, so it, at ftist, two dear friends a'sunder. What the revoli}.* 

Was to them; loi they, in ail their news-pa- tion of I^Mda mey do, by placing the coun* 

pers, called u an act of telulintion. Seethe tries, joinlDg the United States, under tbd 

proclamation iisv If in page 241 ) of Voi XII. immediate cofttroul of France, I know not. 

and say whether it be an act ot mere preenu- If the'^ Americans were not such miser^O 

tion. It was the mildest measure they could slaves to their envy and hatred of Fnglaqd, 

adopt, Mr. Madison wys; and I s.iy it was this event would, at opce, produce m aHI- 

the harshest, because they bad it not in tberf ance otfensiye and defensive between us 

power ^o injure or annoy us in any other them; but, I am of opinion, tltiili iQiitTI 

way. It was the worst they could do. It proauce no such cfl^, until Severe suffering 

was not a |br a blow th<y were uua- (which ia in store w them) ihaB Itovo 



Tb^Flo* 
W Sptaniirds; Louinana 
and rrewcbmen, the key<af 
the MjrssUsippi m iti their hands Without 
the*aid of ^ogltind, it is impossible for 
the Southern add Western Stites^of the 
^American onion to maintain them 
,i^ves agninst France, if attacked by her; 
\|nd» to avoid being attacked there is but one 
way, that is, by doing what N ipoleou •.hall 
command, in other woidi, }ield to him 
without resistance——What a fine field 
' w'ouid, by this revolution m Spun, be open 
ed for a grand co operation of England and 
Amend, wcie it not for the raiuour 1 1 the 
leaders in the latter country • Itie vny for 
them to proceed is so pt iin, that it needs 
not to be pointed out. How natural, how 
glorious, would such a co-operation be* 
Blit, It IS not for ut to endeuuui to hasten 
It Tiie first motions towaids it must come 
from the other side, and they will not come, 
'till the people, the leal people of Amend, 

' ^a)1 ro use thcmst Ives, ifample under foot 
' the Graves of Frardb, ai d resolve to act for 
their own interests 1 his event can be at 
no great distmce They know whit rrench 
aimies are. 'Jhey, pit\onnlly, Intt the 
French, and, w hen once they have tlu m in 
then neighbourhood, they will begin se¬ 
riously to think of their means of dv fence 
Biive them from the continent of Morih 
America they must, or they must themselves 
becime subjects of Frmcc lliere is no 
other alternative, 1 hey csiinot drive them 
away without the nd ot Liirland, and the 
giving ot that aid will natunlly and ii ces- 
sarily It id to a roitnccuon, which may have 

wondeitul efiect in ihe world But, it 
cannot too often be lepeatc 1, that the Inst 
movements tow nds such a connection, luust 
not be made by us 

SrAiK*—The sevenl pipers, conlaining 
the histoiy of it^e revolution, which now 
seems to be completed in bpim, shall follow, 
in the Begister. those reining to the dispute 
with America In the mein while, the 
event Itself furnrhes but few topics for ob¬ 
servation, nothing having takeu place but 
what might have been natuially eapefited 
When i was, i mv last Registei, observiiw 
upon the toasts of Mr Blackourn apd his Pit% 
Aimer assot lates, 1 little though^ that there 
was, m the post othce, the fllews-papcr 
which contained the intelligence, t^t what 
I antietpatrd had aciuallj tak^i place. 
** The people of Spain,’’ indeed* Ibere 
no such thing as a people nf Spam 
Theraj^resome millions ot ntiimals, walk 
upon two legs each, but,*they 
warn, iu a pohucal point of vte\y,aBo more 



» mof bead 
Krs^'i rabbits werebeiiigsof 
supenor to them What fillip, f« 
that such creatures wotdd make a' 
defisiice of their countrt And, /ttr t 
What could they possibly lose > How 
they possibly become more wietdtedj^ 
more degraded ) Ihd Oooner remiodi 
that MofiAT IS the son of a little ale-htMlf*.' 
keif^t Well, and what then ’ Is ha Ihl: 
idtol, or a |.oor rascally, towardljr debau» 
chee * I urd Nelson w as the sun of a conn* 
try parson, and, yet it appeared that he bad 
a good soit of b'oud flowing tn hisv^ii|s< 
wise and brave min, particularly if he bl!^ 
soldier (by sei or land, I mean, of doortlt^, 
may, at all times, bid defiance to heraldry. 
It Is only the insignificant that need ^ 
anxious about their descent la it nof 1^1^ 
fur a tntion to be under the sway dr fmr 
g ill int son of in alehouse-keeper, than tst t 
king’s*son^ vdm is known through the 
fill 1 stmkin^oward ’ Bcfoie the Courifir 
ti I's I s my moie ibout the ale-house-keeper’s 
son, 1 slionlil like for him to lefer us to ttom* 
youths of royal descent, who havedtf^yei<< 
cl disnefion and courage equal tolAoraf* 
who app^ns to i le to be ore of tb 4 i*lbtX|( 
ifale as well as most valiant of those, lew 
hive been raised up for the purpoaa 
chast SI' g the ciuel and cowardly oppVesikNv 
ot nations Wi have, in thtscasa of S|! 
the contrist completely before us. Wei 
at one vew, those*who hive been put ddtM 
and those who have been iabed up, aft4' 
Jet the reader say, whom lie would pitting 
to be under, Murat or the king, or pntmA 
of Spain, seeing that the oppicssion of th# 
former cannot be more complete than thlkl^ 

of the latter-There is one v lew of iilh* 

jc'ts of this sort, that such wriUis as*thA 
editor ot the Courier never tal%. TheMk 
lies the continent of Euiope before tti> 
Iwenty years ago, it consisted of natioi) 
goferned by kings aiid prin;^ and noblae| 
ancient families, who weiti suppoited, 
the exercise of their authority, tyub*^ 
usages and h ibits of the grow th of centon4^ 
upon lenturic* Ihey and their authoritj^'^ 
w ub exceptii ns too tnfimg to'ttnetitiao* 
are now destroyed, and, in their steat^ 
we see men, who, at the time when thu 
change began to work, weie totally 
known to the world at large ind almost 
then next door neighboius Wba'muvtths 
kings and pi mces and nobles hive been^ Ai 
what must have been the nature of iheir'’’ 
,governnunts f Ihe emse has been said 
be the perverseness ut the people, stimiilatS « 
t d by artful mtn. But, how cami^there fw 
be mattar fdr those artful men to work 



»»« 

' upon) • And, by tungin of rhetorc 
did y»Me artful men persuado tbe people of 
so tsteay uatioDS, that the sway of obscure, 
nay, of asyetaoknowo, mdividuils, would 
be ^ferable to that of those dig’iilied {»:r- 
sooa, whom, for ages, thetr ancestors had 
obeyed ? I^ALLBT DU Pan endeivourtd to 
defotd tbe nobles of prance against the 
cAatge of bavins deserted their countr) , 
but, wlntdid all h.sajgmncnts piove > Wh)^ 
tlMt dve people so luted them, that they 
eoijddDOt remain It is veiy tiuc, that the 
niav be deceived, that a tumult may 
^ 4kCiteo against a good king, or a good 
t^ohlfiltyt but, this cannot be general, and 
of U»g duration, especially when there is 
naleader, as was the cise m Fiance But, 
supposing It possible foi a n ition to be so 
liPO^pletely blinded, and to ict so strangely 
os tOpiUldown their govei nment, withoit 
tb^ 9 td of a leader, and that, too, without 
Ony just cause, still the fiampLot tliarni 
tion would naturally bt an objoR of tcrrui 
Not so has It been in this case 'Ihc other 
notions of the continent hate follovsed tbe 
example of Fiance, and, from aiiv ficts 
that us. It docs not appeni, tint the} 
repent of Beside*, supposing the whole 
to have been a work of ignorance 
otwtarickeduess , still, we have to call upon 
tb<t ancient ruieis as being answcixble (or 
ignorance and that wickedness, foi, 
jtad the power, and to them it belong- 
ii^lp teach their peoole wisdom ind sirtue 
T^i^efiiie, pu^alcabout is'longas wepleise 
details of esuses and effects, thcie 
has been a struggle of '* alc-bouse kcepcis 
" against the kings and pi mecs and 
UlMs^ of the continent of burope, aiH the 
former have decidedly beiten the lattei, 
bare ^risen them from then tjniS rs and ui- 
tbpiities, and base put ibcnisolics in tbcir 
Snch being the fact, it is tjuitc use 
Wm to complain of the taste of the people , 
iM||Masenae to complain of it, tbe Cuuiiu' 
well rail /g-nnst tbe climate of the 
jtKcrul nations, governed by ale house 
keepers* sons The thing is done Ihc 
tlgo^ of the kings and princes and nobIts ot 
>>4be condt^jlRl^ of burope is mecocable ——~ 
There is oile ciicunistince, m me events ul 
ihijt S|)aiiish recoliitiun, which is well woi 
thy ot altenuoa , and that is, that the old 
ktfig, tothe very lj«t, boists, in all his pub 
lie acts, of the fidelity and affection of his 
Intfog subjects ; the ,.on, for the few daj s 
that he la upon tbe tin one, docs the siiue, 

' BPd, m ml the proclamsiior s from the of 
tc^en uf state, generals, be. the king is 
apuken ofejs being ** tbe father of his peo- 
" pie,*' ^apd as being an object of mote than 
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filial afSbetton Nay, vehiH^fl^ yij 
IS upon his route to Bayouoo tneVwl 
return to Spain), be is escorted amidst ik» 
huzzas of the people, who, we ere told, 
contended tor the honour of having biia 
tarry a few minutes doiongst them Still 
mote . while this vety journey is perform¬ 
ing, there IS a rojd Ltrih day 
and we ate told of those who cametatbp 
couit to pav their gratulationa upon thef 
" haf>py occasion" Such is the stuff 
which what is, now-a days, called hyaity 
IS made of ' Ihe* state tiickei>, tbe hum¬ 


bug, of reciprocal aflection was, >ou see, 
kept up to the Itist moment I d ire vay, 
that theie were poets, ot all sizes at work 
in singing the viitucs of the r }al faintly, 
till they crossea the fiuntici , that tbe pa¬ 
rasites of the ph} bouses weie stiaining 
their hired thioits to God save the king} 
ttiat tbe Venal wietches, assembled at 
taverns, were drinking hyal toasts , and, 
that the wnteis of pingrsptvsand of couit- 
news weie trumpeting toiili the praises, and 
icjuKiug It the health ind*spirits, of 
“ lovtd monarch and his urn: consort, 

" who hid so long leigned over a hippy 
“ and gi netul people.” Away, in a mo¬ 
ment, .IS quick as lightning, is gone all 
this despicibie cant, all this state Bum¬ 
mer} Ihe king of Spam will now, for 
the hist turn ui Ins life, heir the truth,, 
and, which is a s' ill more pleasing lefleciion, 
Inshte subji cts will now tUre to say what 
the} itiink of him and his family What a 
delightful thing u must be to bt hold milliona 
ot men hiving <11 at onoe, then lips un- 
l(cl id ' 11 licved from the gallinglestramt 

(t silcnct, while tiny heir fools ind knaves 
e ilogi/"d IS ih( most wise and virtuous of 
rntn ' i know of nothing more provoking ; 
nothing more painful , nothing that can. 
render 1 fi inoie intolerable, than to bu 
obliged to he II coureiltd fools, greedy pro- 
Big lies, and blagging cowdids, praised to 
die skies, and to be compelled to hold one’s 
tongue It does not signity to talk, for, to 
be leieased from this heart-but nmg restraint 
the s ul' of man must earnestly desire, 

-As fo tbe ettect w hich this revolution 

will pioduce, with respect to England, it 
cannot, 1 should think, except m the single 
use of Amenc'i, above spoken ot,. be 
maiei lal, tor, whether the Bourbons were 
left upon the throne or not, the French, 
now iharxbey have, /or the present, settM 
the north, would have gone southward, 
Ihrtc ia« talk of expeditions to Sp^io divl 
‘ to South America , but tvhy they shpi^ 

' have been thought adviscable mefetyuftta 
accou It o4 the revolnuon fa Spam, therft 
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Jiji^r j|Gi^ rcKuott 

fH^Emty, possit^y, he waiething done^ 
in the «av of getting a sitrrefider of Spa* 
id|h abip%^ war, but. the coantr/ mdst 
"W i^e a^initt any attack of ourt,^ 

to atbortt^m) and J fboald think, that 
Gibraltar woulrl naturally*follow, 
more than I am afraid ot that, iiow- 
I am afraid of expeditions, to South 
aitnertca, where the troops and the people 
are already under the guidance ot FieiKh 
otHcerHi where every attempt would be 
Tattended with dreadtul daughter, and 
wbetts, if we succeeded, success would be 
^Uohredbyan insupportable burden, ma¬ 
king a dedaction fiom 0111 strength ot every 
description As it wc were too sttong at 
home, the ministers aie now urgently 
called upon to send foith, and to waste, 
our strength, in those distant countries. 
The pioject recommended is to make the 
people independent. Wliat good would 
that do us, and what harm wo. Id it do Na¬ 
poleon ? Were there an mdependent o ition 
I'bflned in Mexius oi Pein^ it needs no 
spnitof piophe>.y to tell, that the West India 
islands wo lid soou belong to tint nation. 
It ts the dream ot some, that we are to 
hive alliances with these new nations. If 
we bad them, they would prove a new 
.curse to ns; nnd, as to the stippl> ing ot those 
yations with goods, what ca.i w do more 
in that way than we now do > —— One 
thing is to be observed, that this letoluuon 
in Spam will assuredly cause a proti action 
of the war. The new soveieignty will 
be too green, for this year or two to come, 
to make a decent figure in a tieaty ot 
peace. Such a nation is not to be settled 
again in peace. There must be a sufficient 
timefoi men's ears to become accustomed 
to the new sounds, before peace can be 
ibought*of. “ His most catholic ma- 
iESTT** will probably, have made way for 
Joachim 1 but, we shall be ashamed 
to adopt U just yet j and, this, joined to 
the natural desire, that Napoleon must, 
for some time, have to keep the continent 
in war, will certainly put off the hour of 
peace. We may, therefore, unlels some 
aecuknt befal us, count upon another five 
or SIX years Qf war. I think, that the 
cooqu.m'er has by oo means done with 
Austria or Russia or Prussia j and, 1 am, 
^njifaoit, ptrjiaaded, that he will dispossess 
every ancignt royal family npoj^hc con¬ 
tinent of £uro|lv, that, pet haps, of Sweden 
elpepted. Out of this (pinion arises, very 
vaturslly, great' alarm in my mipd as to 
whom ^0 shall look for mv^s for our royal 
^ily, This i| a very grave subjipet,* lea- 


■ <K.f for. '/do «o, 1 

pret^ with the necessity 
persons of illustrious descent for 
and princesses ’ To many info i 
parte family would be slioMag / bof, 
shall w’e do It all the continent of J 
he stocked will) nothing else ? 
ioi>e was in its foimcr state, so happily wl 





we sitaited in this lespect, that the inoel^Is^ 
agietibleof connections were formed, 

}ct ad was kept, by one uiians oi anoth^'^>' 
in the family. But, i will pumie 
reflections no further, at present, irrnting^ 
that some civilian, accQttonied to tfolieato 
Investigations, will favour roe witli • 

OI tw'o, in order to tranquillize iny 
-—1 cannot close ibis article without 
moic lecuiimg to the adulatory langu^||»jj!' 
and (.ondnet of the people in Spam to k y 
king just ibout to be dethroned, and Ul 
'« hose defence nota single swuid was drawn, 

A paregiaph, dated Maclriii, April 
says '* king Ferdinand has com 
his journey to meet Napoleon. 

12tliof tins iiionih, he entered 
in a viagn{futnt e<fUipage constructed 
the purpose at the chaige of thAk f 
and dn'Wn ty men, attired 
ancient Spanish tortume The et^ 
Victoria, and many others, intiT"'^ 
that The aLUSIRlOUS and BBU) 
tiaveller would visit theminhts 
To all these petinons he answer^ 
most condescending terms 
puts one so mucli ui mind of ^bat oa< 
read elsewhere, and about Othelp j 
that It cannot fail to awaken a traip 
teresting thoughts, Illustrious 
" /owed travellci’*! Vile slaves 1 
hypociites ' You hated him, and he 
you. This is, ^ I suppose, wliat is 
loyal language ? Miserable Will 
king, who, in an hour of 
shall look for defenders amongst flatj 
AU the kings that have been pidleti 
have been represented to itl; as bkiltg 
by their subjects. Will kings and p;|| 
neVkr take W'arning ? Will th^ffflver 
fit fiom expoiience ^ Will they go dn 
hev'iiig in none but their parasitek ? 

Bailey, gt/i June, 1808 . 
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' Mn. iSfinlilotj's H^metkan Secretary «/* 
/Sjlote^'j I9 Mh. Monroe Ohe American 
tn LondonJ^ and embracing the 
Carrefpondence between Mr Mumae a\d 
MiK Canning (Me Enghs h Secretary of 
Sta^h conclude with tne rormpondence 
btlK^rtvtt Mr. Rost Clhe I nqlnh soectal 
Ehttfoy to AmeneaJ and Mt A'ldison. 
Ma^Madison tu Mb MuNiiof, July 6j 
lb 07 . • 

4 KtV*^The doi umenii hcrewiih enclosed, 
M Na. 1 to No 0 iiiu 111* , v-xplnin tb 
titjp attack, with tiit 1 ^suiting piettxt far 
liy committed nt u the CApes of Viigi 
the British ships ot war Lcop ird, on 
ll^fr'Xtncrtcan frigste Cues ipeake, No, 10 
Vlt copy ot the piocljiration Usued by tlie 
jMiiMent, tnterdtcitii^ in LOif'Cqueiue ul 
|Mtoutrage the use r)‘ aurw.il(is uidevuy 
«ibpr aecommoda'ion to all Hritidi j'iik 1 
fhtpf. This ei.oimilyts not i sulqtctlor 
tKa^iSfinn Tlie immunity oi .1 lutionalMiin 
war from every spetits and purpose oi 
Sttai'eb on the high seis, his never been 
CdtMkt^d by any nation, (r Biiiditi would 
tP second to none in lesonting such a viola' 
iSon^f her rights and such an insult .ni hci 
She m.iy bung the case to the ti.st i f 
feelings, by supposing that instead 
cqstomary demand of oui maimeis 
coropuhn ely cicn on board hei ships 
opportunities had been seized tor 
Dg them. In like manner, whenevt* 
pfefiority of force or the chance ot 
mightdie possessed by oqr sliips of 
►St*t the present case is marked by '•ir- 
cet which give it a peculiar die 
len taken from the Chesapeake bad 
jbm *Ml 9 eftained to be native < itizens ot the 
If. StMes, and this fat t was made known to 
Ihpj nearer of the dc-nnnd, and doubtless 
by him to his commander pre* 
tto the coiumencement of the attack. 

I Act also, affirmed by two of the men, 
'♦«r;y appeaMpee of truth, that ibc^ 
Sin impressed from American vessels 
fhe fifi'ish frigate, from which they 
and by the third, that having 
sresMsd from a British merchant ship, 
'JM! bad accepted the recruiting bounty un* 
der (hat duress and with a view to alleviate 
bin aiiaation, till he could escape to Ins o vn 
^tniiry } and that the attack was made dn- 
HMA Mriod of negonatiod, and in the 
hi friendly assurances from the Bri- 
^UllL^vernment.—Tlie printed papers heie- 
Nfltb sent, will enable you to ludge ot the 
which has been roused b} the occasion. 
jWj^reades the whole community*.-ts abo- 
thetliitincdons of party—^and, re- 
|pl^i »0 cnjy (he ludigniiy to the 








soveiei|ntv and flag of Ihe 
blood of cnieens sow aniooJy and wickeffljr' 
sheii, demands in the loudest tone ari 
nojable reparation—Wiib ibis tjil^tid jroa 
are charged by the president. ' ’Jne tdnhr 
ot his prqclamation will be yoof guide in 
leminding tlie Bii ish government of 
uii'/oim pi oofs given by the U. pirates, or 
their disposition to maintain faithfully every 
fi lendly relation , of the multiplied infrac¬ 
tions ot then rights by British naval coni- 
iiundci s on oui coasts and iii our harbol s ^ 
ot tl e ineflif/icy of reitented appeals totbd 
jiistiie md ti.endship of that government j 
a id ot the mod ration on the part of thtt 
C Stite>, \vh ch iciterated disappominienta 
hid not (. stilliiditd ; till at length no 
.iltetnative is left, but a roluntaiy satisfac* 
ti( n on the put of G Biifim, Ora resoit 
to 11 ea.is depeiidiug on the U. States alone. 
—Ihenatuieand j\tentof the satisfaction 
luglu to be soggeited to the British govern- 
nii it, iioi j'es^byasense ft its owm honor 
thin by jiislite to IhSt of the U St,itcs. ^ 
toimnl disavo\v.if of the d^ed, and restoin- 
tion of the four seameii to the ship from 
whub they Wfeie taken, aie things ot course, 
and indisj ensable As a seemity for the fu¬ 
ture, an entite abolition of impie*sments 
from ves'ds under the flag of the U. States, 
if not ahuidy arranged, is also to mike 
an mdispci sible pail <il the saiisfiction The ' 
abolition must he on teims conipittble with 
the instructions to > ourself and Mi Piiitkoey 
on this subjeit, and, if possible, without llu' 
authorisi'd lejectioii Iroiu the serv,ce of the 
n. Stiles of Biitisb seamen who have not 
been two )cars iii it, Siionld u be impossi¬ 
ble to avoid this concession on the part of 
the U Slates, it ought, as of itself more 
tinn a leasonable piice for fcUire secniity^ 
to extend the 1 eparation due for th^ past 
—But beyond these indispensible condiliona, 
the U. States have a light to expect eveiy 
Bolcmnity of form and every other ingredt- 
entof lelributiouandiespect which according 
to usage and the sentiments of mankind, are 
proper in the stiongest cases of insuit to the 
rights andsovereignty of a nation. And the 
British* government is to be apprized of thp 
importance of a foil compliance with this ex¬ 
pectation to the ilioroogb healing of the 
wound which has been made on the leeKtiffl 
of the Ametican nation.—-Should it be alled- 
ged as a gi^nd for declining or diipinisbitik 
the satibfacwvn in this case, th^t the pi 
States have themselves taken fc by tbd ih«i 
terdict cod^amed in the procl, motion, 
answer will be obvious. The interdict is u * 
mensure, not of reparation, but of pree{i&-"“ 
uon, and st*buld besides be afpply justified 
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W i^euirencftt {ptor to (he extraordinary 
, jcwrap m ^oesrion —^Tha exctmion of ail 
ij*ned ahips 'Whatever from our ^laters) ja 
80 ihoch required by the vexations 
andthm^eta to our peace experienced from 
tiiiair viatts, that tite piesident makeb it a 
apadal patt of the charge to yon, to avo d 
. liytug the U States under any species of 
^ restraint frotn adopting tint remedy Bi>- 
ing extended to all tielligeient nations none 
Of them could of right complain, and tvith 
the less reason, as the pcfli y of most no 
tioDS has limited the admission of f reigo 
ships of war into then puns, to such num¬ 
bers as being infer or to the ii4\al force of 
the countiy. could be leadily made to res¬ 
pect its anthonty and Javis —As It may he 
useful, m enforcing the justice of the pre¬ 
sent demand, to bring iiuo view apphe hie 
cases, eopecially \shere G Biunn hat 
been the complaining part/, I icfi r )oii tq 
the giound taken and the language held by 
het, in those of Falklatyl s island and Noo ki 
Sound, notwKhiganding the assertion bv 
Spam in both cases, that tbh teal right uas 
in her, and the possessqfxoillv in 6 Biitnin. 
These cases will be fonOo in the Annual Re- 
gisteisfor lyyi, and lypO, and in the parlia¬ 
mentary debates for those yesrs In the lat¬ 
ter you will hud also, two cises referred to, 
in one of which the French king sent an am- 
^assadorcxtraordinary to the king of S irdinia, 
m the most public and solemn n.aimer with 
an apology toi an it fimgement of bis tern- 
jorial rights in the pursuit of t smugjiir nd 
murderer In the other case, no aiubissadqr 
extiaotdinary w is sent by theHritt<ihgovern¬ 
ment to the court of Portngal, with in ipolo- 
gy for the pursuit and destruction by admi¬ 
ral Boscawen, of ceitain French ships on the 
coasts of this last kingdom Many other 
cases * more or less atialagous, may doubtless 
|befound, see, paiticularly, the reparation 
by France to G Bntiin, for ibe attack on 
Turk’c island in I76f, as related in theAn- 
pual Register, and m SinoIIet's continuation 
of Hume, sol 10; the proceedings in the 
pase of an Knghsli raeic haninnn, which suf¬ 
fered much in her crew and othei vf isq, from 
the fire of certain Spams t xebecs cruiaiog 
in the Mediterranean ; and the execuigin of 
thp Ifeuteoant of a privateer, for firing a gun 
info k Venetian merchantman, which killed 
the captain, as stated m die Annual Register 
Rir jyst, pare ()4 the case^ an affront 
sjfl^ed to a jiiusian atnbawdOT in the leign 
Wqueen Ann, though les^nalagpus, shews, 
ro a gene al View, the solenmity with whudi 
repamtioa is made, for insults hating imme¬ 
diate to the sovereignty of*a nation. 

•—Although the principle whteff was outra- 



I ged fh the prdtieedittgili 
P frigate is independent olf 
earning the allegiance of the sea 
from her, the fact that they wefTij 
the U. States, and nbt British sa^< 
have such an influence on (he 
all, and perhaps on the opintonst^t 
acejuamted e ah the laws andnsagef 
tions, that tl lias been tbongbt propel 
! i& e regular proofs of then national 
, acter tlian weie deemed sufficient iftthfi j 
I instance Ihese prooft will be added 
this conveyance, if ubtakied in '' 
not bj the hist that succeeds.—The ^ 
dent nas an ev ident right to expert 
B ilish goveiiimept, not only an 
upaiatciito the U States, m tin! 

' but t’nt It Will be decided without dti,. 
ri di aj bhuuld tins expectation 
ibove ill, shci'ld leparaiion be reflif * 
will be incumbent on you to take 
nieiiures foi h istening home, accord 
the degree of oi^tncy, all American' 
rein lining in British ports, using 
puipose, the mode least likely loan 
attention of the Biitish government, 
ihcie may be no giound to distrust i 
deuce oi fidehtv of consuls, they wMlpV 
bly be found the fittest vehicles for 
timations It will be particularly 
to communicitp to our public 
Mediterranean the state of appearlfl' 
it be such as ought to influence tbetr 
ments — All nogociation Vuh the 
govumroent on other subject*, will 
be suspended until satisfaction on , 

JO pledged and arranged as to rendef 
ciation honorable Whatever 
result or the prospect, yon will 
foiward to u<> the earliest infftfi 
The scope of* the proclamation wWPsi 
to you tint the president has ^elcj^^ 
presumption that the hostHe act ei"‘ 
tibh commander did not pur»ua thd 
of bis government lUis not indi 
to suppose that so tash dird so cHticxV 
should have originated witl^^J^e 
but It IS still more difficult to belt 
such orders were prescribed 1^ an; 
raent, under circumstances such HM 
between G Britain and the y. 8(^ 
Calculations founded on dateiy am 
strongly oppused to the sup>pPSldd|g t 
orders in ouestioo could hai 9 
from England In the tame sedwy a 
put the apparent and dedamd petal 
the Riitish representative, Mr, 
that no orders of a hostile ^rtt, 
been issued or anthorised by 
nieiit; and the coincidence ot I 
ranee with ibb iinicable profesiibat 
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*4 the adminis* 
w. sfated in (he dispdl<*h of April 
? fr^ yourself end Mr Pinckney — 
p on these cousuleiations, the pre- 
i«tw> inferred lliat the ju-'tice and ho- 
r of (die Britifb goverument will readily 
t(iKpW 0 ^oUementrequired '>nd in that 
' ttOQj he has foiborne an immediate 
theress; notwithstanding (he strong 
icn has been manifested by nii'ny; 
..anres depending on their authority, 
jhitbout deLy bt idopted The mo- 
this forbearant e, h ive at the same 
leen strengthened by the policy of 
g a course wb>ch might stimul ite tha 
Is cruizers, in this quarter, tonfcst our 
and seamen DOW artIV ing and shortly 
tad in great numbers flora all qus ici s 
ible however that the legistitiite 
convened in time to receive the in> 
the Biitish goveinraent on the sub- 
^^18 dispatch, or even >«ooner, if the 
jet of the British squadion heie, oi 
■fipcurrences, should lequire itnniediafe 
(rqa beyond the au hoiity of the exe- 
order to give the more expcdi- 
(hxriod^^urity to the piesent dispatch, a 
‘‘ *ic armed vessel, the Revenge, is spe- 
imvployed , and doctoi Bulius ts made 
^er, who was on boaid the Chesa- 
^,00 lus vay to a consulate m the 
ideah, and will be able to detail 
|»l<(m circurastjiues wlnih may 
become interesting ip the course of 
», ,,^mantraj^ions with the British go- 
Uliilwt.—The vessel, after depositing 
"^llus at a British port, will proceed i 
*■’ ’"ibfrpatches to a French port, but will ' 
. t« England with a view to bring the 

_b f your transactions with the Biitish | 

^nt. The trip to Francp w ill idord 
«i{r Phickney a favorable opportu- 
xnnatunlcaling with our ministers 
vprtjio being instructed to regulate 
luct on the present occasion by the 
liigy' may r(cceive fiom you, will 
explanation that can thiow light 
fefcjjro bSolfe turn aud issue of things 

_ 

ro Mx. Mtitrsos, Jirxi 25 , 

1807 . 

presents his compliments to 
4 with sentimeuts of the 
Wteus to inform bim that 
ni^tas^itsi been received of a trans- 
‘ tch hsM taken place off the coast of 
btewe^ 4 ship of war of his ma- 
' [gate betonging to the U. States, 
«wbich has been the loss of 
on boartf of the American ft igate. 
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f —The particulars of this tran» 8 CHf«’! 3 Sa 4 
(grounds of the justification ot the ButUh of* 
ficer» and of the adnural under whose mdfmt 
he acted, Mr C is not at present able t<p 
communicate to Mr Munroe«—IfMr Mutf« 
roe should, hue received any accounts of it, 
Mr. C. trusts that he w ill lose no time (n 
I commuuicsting them to Mr C o-nBut what* 

I ever the real merits and charaet<>r of thd 
[ tr'insactiotX mav turn out to be, Mr C could 
not forbear expressing without delgy the sip- 
ceie concern and sorrow which he feels at its 
uuloitun ite lesult, and assuring the Ameri¬ 
can minister, both from himself and on the 
behalf of his majesty s goveinment, that if 
the British oMccis should ptove to have been 
cnlpsbie, the roost prompt and eftectuil repa<> 

1 at ion shiil be aRuided to the goveinment of 
the States 

Mh Munroe to Mr Canning, July 27, 
1807 

Mr. Munroe ptesents his compliments to 
Mr Canning, and if much obliged to him* 
foi the infoimatiodi commucTicated in bis note 
of Saturday Ml*. M. has beard with ex¬ 
treme regret the account it contains ot a 
rencontre between a British ship of wsr and 
an American frigate off the coast of the U. 
States He has no knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject except what Mi C's note has furnish¬ 
ed, but will not fail to communicate the ear¬ 
liest intelligence which be may receive of 
an event so deeply to be lamented. Mr M. 
derives in tbe mean time much satisfaction 
from the fi lendly assurance of Mr C that 
this unfortunate occurrence waS not author¬ 
ised by bis majesty’s government, and that 
suitable repaiation w ill be made for the inju- 
ly, if on enquiry tbe British officer shall be 
found the aggiessoi. 

Mr. Munroe to Mr Canning, Joey 29, 
1607 

SiiAlthough I have no instiuction from 
ray government on the subject, it is my duty 
to lequest tbe attention of his Britannic ma¬ 
jesty’s government to tbe late eggresston 
on the sovereignty of tbe U. States, of e 
very exfraordhiary nature. The aicura- 
siraices of the transaction are too distinct¬ 
ly marked to leave any doubt of the extent 
of the outrage, or of the reparatfon vtHbidh 
it obviously claims. By accounts which 
are entitled to full confidence, it appears (ba^ 
on tbe 23 d o^une la$t> his majesty’s ship, 
Leopaid attacked'Ssa American frigate off tliw 
coast of the*U. States, with a view to assert 
and enforce tbe unfounded and most unjusti¬ 
fiable pretension to search for deserters, 
and after having killed and wounded a Aoms 




-MM, aud.cili 

aVay, foreitilf, oi tbe crew, 

conduct of the British officer, which in itself 
j^cns am act of complete hdstffifjr, is retfder- 
moie reprebeiistble from the considera¬ 
tion that jost b^ore this aggtesston he held 
• sution within the junsdictioo cf the U 
Stl^tes, in the waters of the Cfaesapeake,\i here, 
while he enjoyed the rights of bnspitalityi he 
]^ts;jeeted this attack against the ship of a neu¬ 
tral power, whose commander lelymg on the 
faith ot fais majesty s government, and 
the friendly relations subfisting between G 
Britain and the tJ States, could not have 
suspected the design 1 might state other 
examples of gt^at indignitji and outrage, 
mhny of which are of recent dates, to which 
the U States h ive been exposed oft their 
coast, and even within several of their ti ir- 
bonis, from the British squadron, but it is 
improper to mingle them with the prcbenl 
more setions cause ot cotn]daint I hue 
called jour attention to this subject, ui full 
confidence that bis raaj-j^ty s government will 
see in the act compUined of, a iligrant abuse 
of lU own authni ity, and tfaik it will not hesi¬ 
tate to enable me to communicate to my go¬ 
vernment w ithout delay, a frank disarvowal of 
the principle on which it was made, and its 
assuiancp that the officer who is responsible 
for It, shall softer the punishment which so 
unexampled an aggression on the ‘oseieigntj 
* of a neutral nation justly deserves 

Mr. Cankino to Mr Monrop, August 
3 , 1807 

SnI have the honor to ac knowle Igethe 
rerupt of your ofticial note ot tiu i()ih uh 
•which 1 have lost no lime in lajing Lttoi“ the 
king,—At the statement ol the transartion to 
which this note refers, is not brpught loi wa <1 
eithei to the authoiity of the government of 
the Ui States, or with any precise knowledge 
of the filets on which it is founded, it might 
have been sufficient for me to express to yon, 
hit majesty’s readiness to take the whole of 
the ciicnmstances of the case, when fully dis¬ 
closed, into his consideiation, and to make 
reparation for any alledgcd injury to the 
sovereignty of the U States, wfieqever it 
^oold be clearly shewn that such injoiy has 
l^n actually sustained, and that such tepa- 
fafion is really due—^f tlie existence of 
UKuh a dtspositioo on the {lart of the British 
etament, you, sir, catmitf be ignorant* 

! already assured you of jfgr tbopgh tn 
official form, by the Iptf^whiM I ad- 
d to you on the first^eceipi of the m- 
telHgefice of this unfortunate tnmsaction* 
and’ i- may perhaps be permitted to express 
^ ta^ idVer such ao ass«|^nde, at the 



le oftha^ 4epre»SWs«iot| 
had the honor toreCeii 
Bht the earnest desire of h^ 
evince, in the most satisfactory ^ ^ 
pitnciples of ju'-tiee and modeni^ 
which he is uniformly actuated, bs 
mitted him to hesitate m cor 
to assure you, that his majesty neSf 
nor has at any time, maintained tn 
mon of a right to search ships of 
til,, national service of any state, foy < 
ers - If therefore the statement tti yoo]| 
should prove to be correct, and to cent 
the ciicomstances of the case, upon 
complaint w intended to be pM|e, ai] 
shall appear that the adtOfhls(^<i|tyS 
cers tested on no othei grounds than ml 
pie and unqualified assertion of the 
Sion above refened to, his majmtj' has i 
ficultv in disavowing that act, and wilj 
no difhculty m manifesting fais dtsple 
the^oiiductof his officers—With re _ 
the oihei causes of complaint [whatever 
may he] which arc hinted at m jour i 
{leifectly agree with jdu, tn tne senttc 
which you express, as to the propriet) of 
involving them in a question, whii^ 
Itself of sufh itnt impoitance to cljimi 
pante ind most serious consideiatioa 
hue otlj to lament, thab^the sar 
ment did not induce lou to abstain frq|i]^ 
ding to these sabjccs, on an occasion)^ 
you were yoiutcU, ot opinion* V^ai i 
vorable for puisnmg ilie discussiM of 

]V{r Mv^ao^ TO Mr Madisos, 

4 , 1807 . 

Sir ,—I avail myself of the 
affordeibv Mi Biddle, to coy 
}oii a copy of a correspondence, 
subitance of a conference betwe^^ 
C<i ining and 'myself, relative Ae tbei^f 
gie-sion on the gtace and savereiguQ^tof 
U Slates, by the British ship “ 

^n attack on the Chesapeake, offit 
of Virginia.—Mr Cinmngs pnv|f^ 
of July 25 , which gave the first 
ot the occurrence, left it doSBCIbl xrl! 
the British officers luid been cidp 
and as f knew bow very reprehey 
conduct had been on our coast, 
other occasions, and to what heigh 
sibiUty of our dtizens had beeo^l^ 

^t, 1 thought It not improbable 
thing might have occurred to 
blatne between the parties 'It 
that impression that my MsvlnM' vkat 
Ofi the next day the leading featift 
transaction were presented to ft 
through the medium of the gaaett 
were tahen from private accotmtl 
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(ftrcctijr from Halifax, by a vewc! whirb j zem, and feat five British mioiiter at Wash- 
been dispatched by admiral Berkley f ington*haa been made acquainted with it. 
witH the ofKdalone By these it wns tvi l IB said little on the subject, but by the ten- 
dent that the Iiritf>h officer » is completely dci.gy of what he did say, seemed to ira|Jly 
the aggressor, in an outiage great eiior- chat Ins government could not lose sight 

mity, attended with t lernistsuces winch th consiHeiation above alluded to, norm- 

increased the ofttnee It was understood deed did,he admit bv my thing that eocaped 
hhddise fretm good authont/ th it the of him, that the absence pi inciple itself would 
ferial intelligence whiHi th gr vcrnmtnt Ind not be insisted on His remarks however 
Tyceived, conespondtd wiih and coniirmtd were generally of a coanliatory and friendly 
the other iccouiiu iJ' ih bctoiethe pi blit character, without pledging himself on any 

•<--On full consult ntion of thisecircnnibtan point, he seemed desiious to satisfy me« 

fiances, 1 com lode d tint it uoiild be higtilv that no new orders Ind been issued by the 

improper loi me to Ic ue tlu. aftair on the picsi nt ministry to the commandant of the 

|(round on uliih Mr rnaing had pi i cd ilritihh squidron at Halifax I observed, 
Jt, I could sec no othei moiiv* in him to tint as the no^es u hich had passed between 

obtain fuitbei inf rraiton ic’itue to the ns. weie informil. and on a veiy limited 


transaction, than for the puip > c ot a in 
taimng ubethcr (he mens id to be cli er 
tors, and for whom the ittac\ \v is on It, 
were Araer can i.iti/ons o 13 itish siibjeri 
to which it wis impjssib t i me to give 
any counteiiituc —I thon^lit it indi pfi o- 
ble theiefoic to call on tlic govcrniiKiif to 
disavow the piinciplc and to engage such 
other reparation to tlu U St ifes, as their 
iojuied honoi obvioiish uquirtc) It ap¬ 
peared tome, tint inv »' il) m taking tint 
atep, which depen led < n an ibnt m pimci- 
ple, and required no arsjU lu nl to illustrate, 
or facts to snpi o t it, woo'd have a tenden- 
» to w'eakeu a cl nm vhicli wis miqiustion- 
•me, and to coinitn iiuv the idea tint it 
would not be sopp«nttd with suitable cnei ,v 
—I had, befoit the kn iwlcdge of tins 
OVfnt, obtiiiied the appoiijtintnf of an ii fer- 
Viearwuh Mi Canning on <»ther biisi. iS, 
tp take place on the 20'h u't Wc met a''- 
tcording to the ippointment , I observed, in 
tqieniug the conference, that although the 
topics which hid brought iis togcthei, were 
impeVkaut, ti^ic lite occuiien e at the en¬ 
trance ot the Chesapeake, had in a git it 
measure put themjout ot si<ht H* e\- 
pressedmis regrit that such in event, which 
would at all times ^niiiish n ise ot conrern, 
fhonld have happtued at the pieseut time. 
1^0 asked kfsdbe mun m qiu stion were Ame¬ 
rican citivo IS, or Biitish subjects^ I re¬ 
plied that that was a point winch could not 
ConW into view iii the ca*-e that it was ene 
Whidi acf oiuingas the fact might be, would 
make the cause iiioie ot less popular, in 
fkber countiy, but couid not atlect the 
principle fnatoii pnncipl', a ship of war 
pmtected all the people on I on 1, and rould 
beenteied to be spi thtc' tor deserters, 
qr fer any purpose, without violumg the 
sovfreignty ot the natinu vvliose flag she 
boio, thaMn the present case I had been 
aisored, tl»t the men were Ametu mi t 


view ot tht suLjUt, on my put, it would 
bi proper for me, now, that the ciicom- 
••tanK s were bettei know., to piesent him 
an oflu lal note on it , he admitted the pro- 
piitty of it—I then drtw Mr Canning’s 
ititi tioutothe subjects on which 1 had ask¬ 
ed the interview , being thccaso of thelm- 
pitnenx, captain Loves coriespondence, 
tnc toiiduct of capt DAnglis, and ot the 
British squadron generally on our coast. I 
observed that I bad heretofoic postponed any 
nthcnl inmmunication on these points, from 
i desire to connect them wiih t'lc greoter 
objects depending b'^tw ten our govei nments, 
and ot course, tioin motives the most 
ti indly —that I brought them to his view 
at tins time, in consequeiuc ot Mi Pinek- 
myand mysclt having commenced othet 
business, as he knew bad been done, he 
inomistd to attend to them —On the 2()th 
July I vviote Mr Cinning the note which 
I h id pi( raised him in the late interview f 
uidiessed it in terms which I thought suit- 
'■ble to the occasion, observing to state in it, 
th It I took the step from a sense of duty, 
ipplicable to my station as the resident mi¬ 
nister, and without authority fiom my go¬ 
vernment . r oonsideied the act as that of 
(he British officer, in which the government 
ha 1 no agency, was not bound to support, 
end which it would be honorable foi it to 
dis ivow I flattered myself that some rdv an- 
tage mig^t attse from the measure, and 
that under the circumstance in which it waa 
takqn, no injury povibly could. His le- 
ply IS dated cn the 3d inst which though rd* 
diessed in ritliei a haish tone, may be don* 
sidcred as conceding essentially the point 
desna>d. Is my intention to say notbit^ 
more to hiirien the subject, ’till I hiai from 
j ou, and in thd mean time to observe thei 
1 ostcoi c^liatoi v'^kionduct ihatcucomstauees 
V ill admit.—Such is the state of thiacoun- 
trv, at tne present crisis, that it is impossible * 
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. to foresee what will be Us LoursJof conduct 
towards the U. States Ibeienas fteen at 
all times since the coirinencenlent ot the 
‘ present war, a stiong party heieforevtend- 

Jipg Its ravages to them Ibis piity is com- 
pdsed ol the sln-p owners, the n>\}, the 
East and West India nieich int<>, iiui m vctal 
pajiticil characters ( f guit consi lii itiun in 
the state Sopowetfnlis tins combination, 
that it IS niostceitiin tint noth ng can be 
obtained ot the goveinmtnt on 'll} point, 
but wbat miy be extorted bv ii ccim \ 1 he 

disasters lO the north ought to inspire mode 
ration, but with rc'-opci to ihe nor he in 
poweis, ir scbins to invc prodiceddii iiU 
the opjosite cilect A flett ot lioiit 2) 
ships of the lim with a snitdjJc nnmLci 1 1 
fug lies, S,c and above 2<>t)0() nun, Ins 
been 1 H( Iv equipped, uid sent to 'he Biltic, 
as it n s lid, (« t ilic posscisu n of i!» D inisli 
and Riissi n nuiei Ihis meisiire ii un 
putod lo an undeista idnig v hich it m 
po ed Ins been e-itibmlKd bslvte n to t 
biiicts ot llusMi m 1 Pius by the l»t [ 
and wli rh h is loi its ob* et i < onn 1 1 of it 
snres foi ihe (Hirj Sse ot i tSinpi n,, to to r • 
on this country i maiuime eodi, i h it 1 1 
vorablt to iicutnl intionb llipi o'ni* * 
sionedftt the csielition, is th ct i I m 
possession ot lit Dm Ii fleet *o 1 ,j it 
out ot the hands of ih iitnth, ll t the 
* Jtiissnn fleet is on if tl ohjtets is i it so 

•gtno'alls bell vid the ii^u j i lii ips n. t Itss 
pobioie—Ml 1 irickn y niid n)Sell hi 
taken the li'st sti p in t ir bus in ss Wt, 
will wiite ion in a few thus ihe stitp o{ it 
Yon rtiay be as uted tliif wt sh 11 do pen) 
thiiij in our p )wt I to promote, u the i 'e 
most like'lj to SI cued, tl I o^fci I ol oi i ii 
iitnntinns, ami the inteiests til iit ti i ti, 
Wint of tune pieveots nij goiiij u to Jui- 
thui detail 


Ma CAKNiNtr TO Mr Mer.ncE, Atiosi 

y, ISO/ 

Sir ,— Hiving n eeivedfrom his majeeiy s 
mmislf in Amenta in undheul pi rt f! 
paper, purporting lo be a n pv of i ptotla 
nniion of the piesident el the L Sla e , I 
hue to request tint you will be pkis^ed to 
acqusint roe, wl ether you h ive leceivi d uiv 
communication fi om y out govei nn ent w lyi h 
embles you to pionutinee if sn< h papei be 
autlfentic ?■—•In tlie event of your being ein- 
poweied to admit its authent cu,, 1 have 
further to reepiestoi you, that voj will m- 
me whethei you are alsevetCTtl oured to 
Mtioimce ft to be the intejinien q): the go> 
vefmiieot of the U States fto enry into ef-« 
ittt theiiii^eiaures stated in the prociatnalion 
M tb*- pretideiat, wttiiout tcqfuuBg, oi 


cittiPapirt, 

waiting for, any explanation, ontbei^tif 
the British government, with respect Will* 
late unfoitmiate trinsactjon, upon woiell 
the detciinmation to rcsoit to these 
suies Ii professed to be fcniided ? 

Mb. Monpol lo Mr Canning, Ave&Mf 

q, ifaoy. 

Sir ,—I have the iionor to acknowledge 
the tempt of your note ot ycsteidiy, andl 
sfir 'dint liesinie to nnumunieate them* 
inrantii i whiih ><n have dcsiied, if t 
pos vssed it, bit si hue not heaid front 
m> govt nine it on the rnbjeet of the un* 
foitmnte imiiirt ec .ilit ded to, It is not Itt 
mv ptvvtiU) st ( t( you iii> t! ing on the 
pin tl nv gmnmient rtspeef ig it I 
iiavi n ) doubt iiPt I sh 1 ' I e lustr uted in H 
sen few Jiys, lo make i eoinmunicatldi^ 
to h s m 1 sty I, oov« r mi nt on that hi^y 
ititeusiii criitm, in wine i j sh 11 bccnaolcd 
( I nil I I lU mil ji St view of li the ur* 

( 11*1 e tci din^ It As sojn as 1 re- 

e V I I leiiotii i si til histen to appnXO 
you el I ' 

^la NRor TO Ml Madison, AoGtrsx 
It, I‘^07 ^ 

Si,- I ll id ihi hjiK ir lo ti jn«mit jrott 
Wl h my ll tel ot tl * 1 Iln mst i top/ of n 
c lU jr ifine ‘villi Mr Cnnng leUtiver 
to tie late lo'gic -i i i i th lase ot ihs 
( hes I iki ft gau 1 ou vvill iiccive wftit 
til icoiuct 1 ino.e rc tl III oiieon ihosapHS 
ihj it —VI { h queries in h s 1 ist notif, 

I w IS 1 J lo 'oisidii as pii/Jiintoiy to 

t 111 i , ) Ol \ n r J 1 vessels I coufS not 
CO le VI vl V t e jhuiii I leqi st infoiimtioip 

II m vvlie he the pi« sideiii’s proclamation 
\v IS nil niit, 111 I wl cii 1* would be cai field 
11'o I t, it it w''s 111 t in'i iided'o lot nd 
s n n e 1 ne ^ni iny uply of an unf lenoly 
n file i> iiifrui ill jii dcsiied was mt 
na '’iv to Kill) 0 iiiy do il ts ot hisgo*« 
v^innie u « i the j o uls lo v 1 li it ip piiCd, 
OI to ciiaU ll to ao jusliP to tiie U 'itatet, 
in u^a d to tl c -"gie non of whith tl*^ 
(01 ,'inuJ llie picsnn p'loWniftit an efft-* 
biigo Wl, mte,idi 1 giined >• rengili fro^ 
the cin in ture tint m ) f r ll i* gnzettet 
1 ,H r((nr lend d, and ti t the public 
mind seemed to be f smfidl/ firepan I fijf 
It It Wl, my mo t ciinest wi>h to picvettf, 
as f ir as f 1 mv p nvti, so un| nl .ind pbtl 3 |A 
cions 1 pro e*'ur> As th me isnrt cotitei^ 
pi ted, w.uiti ei It tniJht bi, svenud tOlMK 
suspe dtd toi my ipsver I was cNtreii^y 
soh( 1 ous, by ih niiin»»i to dijUte t|lh| 
giveiimrntof 1 pietext fu* ii v measttUft 
of thw loud illqdul to By K, Ivi#? gcneatAt 
ly th<.t 1 htd .10 1 struc » ^/om atty ph 
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’verompnt, and could '•tate nothing on itb 
pa/t resjTecling thi* late occurTence, I a\t’iiir 
edgiving jdirect answer to IVIi C s queue,» 
4>nd by diawing his altcntidn to the i^p'in 
tion sbhich It was to be pitsunitd world 
soon be made on tot. pa t ol m 'overtime 1 1, 
on that subjet t, I en le ivoiired m show moie 
strongly llie inqolify uid iiijititc wlnth 
would stamp any ,i th iriui urt (n lli'’ prt t f 
G. Biitam in the pie tit st ige—Xo ,^'tp 
has yet been taUen b^ tins g wcrnnimt ot an 
Ubftiendly chantai, to v nds the U Slates, 
and trom tbc. comrnrinc.itioii which Mi 
C. nude to the f-fonse ot Com no s, on tht, 
day he rtctivtd n y last note, which you 
"Will hnd in thi gazciUs stnt, I am peismd- 
t'd tint things will lemTin in the stite m 
wbuh tliiv are, tillyoui tl spudi is n uived 
tl at a disposition exists to mike snrh 
'fapftratton on the ptmii m question, as will 
Im satistaitois to the U States, and tint it 
will be practicable ind not diihcult to pi't* 
sene the fneiully leljtionssnbsisiin.* between 
the two cot ntnes 1 lie patty bowt vct, n 
favour ot wai, consisting of die rombined 
interests mentioned m my list, is stiong and 
active, so that it is impossible to foresee the 
result. 

Mr Mt’jfROE TO Mi. Cawing, *srp- 

iiMRE'i 7, rsif7 

Sir ,-—T?y the Older of in> gnvcinraent it 

my duty to let]nest your itiention tv the 
litely committed on the p. ice' 
T^nd hoveieigoty of the V ‘stites bv his | 
J^jjnniiic niajesty s ship ot w ii Ijoop • ’ m 
an attack on .in An'cnt in fiK ife, tht I hc- 
«p (vike, oft theciptsof \iigmii llic tvb i 
of tills comm initation is to o t i tt 
his mijcstv s gov tiiueiil isiiitih'i repin- 
Cion fur tint (iiiti i^c md such m i , 

menVof thu rc it uitcust wlmli is cotiiutt- 
ed with it. Is will pi’ct iht future 'elttious 
.of thetwvpiccis 0,1 I sohii It mditioii ot 
peace and in ii islnp Fn bimgmq tins sub¬ 
ject agiin to tln'^view ol vis mije ty s go- 
Vfrnment, it is unneci ssaiv to dwell on ur- 
CumstantW'v'luth iie iln uly so wt 1 known 
to yon. By tne dot umeiit s w hit b I hut the 
hunoui to tfinsmit vou, it is shown that 
Vthi'e the oilMgc w IS unprovoked and un 
expected CHI one Side th.,ie wis nothing to 
extenuate it on the other Ihe comm it der 
bf his majesty s sqj idi >n on the coast of the 
tJ. St ties, appeals tv have acted on a pi e- 
•Umpttun that he possessed the power to 
' nifke war, and rode tide on the causes of 
'Srtr. It will be dilHcuit to explain the con¬ 
duct of tlvt othcer on any other principle; 
4?)d equally so to find nn example of an ag- 
gtxluion marked wih such high indignity 


and i^jrs|lce to a friendly power —The pre¬ 
text of |his aggtesiton could not fii'il to 
litighienMif s, nseot injury which the*act. 
Itself vvis so signally calcul.xled to evcito^ 
Mv g i( rnmert wis taught to intei tfom 
th t ihci w is 1 olimit foa p etension which 
had ilrc'idy pit i < cd so much mischief, and, 
agiiivst which so mmy icmonstr'inccs'had 
been p csentcd, m its application to merchant 
vessels Bill hod wiih great satisfaction 
tint this pictcnsi^ fotms no topic foi dis¬ 
cussion bitwiep us in icspect to ships of 
w ir, and 1 ti st that the just and enlighten¬ 
ed polifv which I ocluccd fh-deci-ion in one 
instance, will s’ i moi nt the obstacle which 
1 ns liilheito en btiinsscd it in th*^ othci — 

1 lie 11 itioiial cli iraciei of (he men w ho were 
taken thus vio c i 'y tiom on boaid the Che- 
sapcMke, makes no pan of the question. U 
IS impossible that it should come into view 
m estiinatins: the injury which the U. States 
hue Ieccived 1 he outrage involves n greit 
and unci ntested priiinplc, winch ought not, 
m any view, to be .ilHrted by appeiirng to 
iiUotHl seimlvililK) on either side, 1 have 
liovvevei (he honmir to tiansiint you docu- 
mci s vvliich will, I pitsume, satnfy you 
thit they were American cit/ens—With 
itspcct to tjn upjialion which my govirn- 
ment ought to icccive toi this outi igc it w 11 
only beiicci'. iiv to ippeal to those ••inu- 
mciits which G Btitain would be sine to 
mdalgp, under like cncumstances to that 
sensibilitv to national honour, which has 
disiniom hid so mtny epochs of her histo- 
rv —It will be recollected that the injury 
which I’l itself was great, was much aggia- 
vattd ij/tilt cirfumstances which attended 
It tint the peaceful rclaticms of the U. 
St'>U>>v\ leviolilrd, and then unsuspecting 
coiifidciict' snipnzed But I foibcar to le- 
cite dc t nil w Inc h it is painful to contemplate. 
\ouwiil, I am pcisuaded, be satidicd, that 
in tviiv light u’wbn h the subject can be 
sctii, the lionoin ol my e ncinment and of 
the whede nation It's ociii greitly ouliaged 
by the* ipgressic n, ai cl that it becomes the 
honcurot Ins n.'’jesty s govern men t to uake 
a di tii^uislicd rcpn.Uiun foi it—In {re¬ 
senting, 111 tins tiienclly mannei, tins mi- 
po'iint subject to the consideration of Ins 
nwyesiy s government, J uti paiticularly in¬ 
structed to lecjucst Its attention to the<grcat 
nuse to which tins, and so many othet in- 
jutics ot a like kind may be traced} the 
imprt S'-nVsyt of men fiom the mersfaaet 
vessels ot thfhJJ States, In many ess^thfl 
ciicumslances \Jie f hjtctiou<Fwhictt are ap¬ 
plicable to impiessments from ships of war* 
ai e ec^ually applicable to those front ^lerchaMt 
vessels. (To tile individuals who'suffer by 
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.the practice, the itijuiy is the sanfc in eithei 
ca-Jt Their cl urn on their go\emmdht for 
protection is in both cases equal. every 
tndxim ot public liu>, and pnvcite right, 
^liicli IS vtobied III one, is tquallj violated 
iiishe’other The relation of iht Oelligeient 
to the neutral power, extends to ceit im ob- 
jpcts only, and is dthiied in caih by known 
Ijv/s Beyond til it limit, ibei%hts*ot the 
tientrai ire snt red, ind cnnnot be tnti o iclied 
on withni t vioieiiee ind injiistie Is there 
a question of cuntiaband , is the vessel des 
tined to a bloekidei port iii violation ot 
established principles, or does she coi Min 
enemy s piopcri) , the gi( itest eviiiu to 
wliK^h the luautime liw is tatrnd by any 
nation ^ In these e ists, she is tondeeted to 
po t for Inal, the parties are he nd b) an 
impaitial and reqio isibic tribiiinl no re 
heard agtm by tppeal it iIk*v desi i n 
Are an} of (hf* passtnge-s cii bone! the ncu 
tral vessel ir the tin il oi militaiy seniee of 
the enem} ^ If h aie tout d the} an 
made prisoners, out as prisoneis ihtv have 
rights whieh the opjiosite belligeient is 
bound to lespect * Ihis pmctiee howev i 
looks to other objects tl an ne belt reri'(*d 
}t involves no question of belligeunt < ii one 
side, ind ot neutial on the olhei It pui- 
sues the vesssel ot i timid ioi anunliw^ul 
purpose, 'whieli it ixeentes in ^ muinei 
equi'ly unlawful I ve y commeu il \ s el 
«t the U Stales tint nivigites the < e n , is 
Il ible to be invaded by it, and no an <!idni 
dual on boaid an} of them is se uie whiio 
the piaclicc is insintaincd It sets up everv 
officer of Ills majesty s navy as i jiidire, 
fiom whose decision there is no nppt il It 
makes him a judge, not of piop»ii>, wliieh 
IS held more sicied, iioi of tiie libnt} if 
his fellow subjects only, howivci gnat the 
trust, and lu ble to abuse on the m tin oce in, 
but of ^at of the citizens ot another powi i, 

' whose rights as a nation, are trinjp'cd on by 
the decision. a decision, in rendcimg which, 
every rule of evidence is violated, as it puts 
the pioot of innocence on the accuse! , and 
is luither highly objtenoniblt, asthcieis 
too much reison to believe that it has be^n 
often guiclcd more by the hinessot thepiity 
foi seivice, than any otbei circumstinre 
I he distiessing examples ot this «>slem ot 
aggression, as it has affected individuals,*on 
a scale of vast extent, it is unnece ssiy to 
recount heie 1 hey may be easily imagined 
VolucDinous docuipentj which piove then>, 
are tn the posoesstpn ot both g^ernments — 
it U posstble that this piacii^ may in certain 

•_ I _!_! 
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cases, and under certain cirrumstanres, b|vt 
leen extended to the vessels of other pOUt** 
IS, but with them there was nn infallftile 
cntenon to prevent eno' It would be 
easy uo distinguish bi'tweeii an hngiisbmiin 
aiiei a ^pimaui, 'in Iialiin, nr a Swede t 
and the clcirnnd iiiesist bic evidence of hil 
nitional cimacter, nid pc'ili ips* of his de* 
«eiiion, would esi iblish the liiitish claim to 
the ludividuii and icenmlc the nation into 
who service he h id eiitcii dto his urrender» 
Bui tie vcii ciiciiinstiiitcs which would 
constitute an infall ble cute non in those 
(isi s, would be sure to produce endless eiror 
1/1 (he eilliei ^Vho is so skilful in physiog¬ 
nomy IS to (listingnish between aiiAmertata 
and an I ni'lisiim in, cspeciillv among those 
whose puIlsmoii nnd who c ■■ea terms vo 
the SII1U > it is evident that tins praqticdl 
IS , ' I I (o 1 ton gii nit ion, to anygri^t; 
e xtciit, Il le Liovv II out of the Anurican 
volution, and t>i r it is impossible lor (h# 

I Sfii s no* to sec in it tl e assertion of a 
eliim which is utteily incompatible wUh 
tint pull event When the cbaiacter of 
this (1 iim, 'ind tlu {tinieioiis tendency of 
tlicpi'Klic au n It I 1 } wii^hcd, it mfist 
luinis'i euisi ur s I mz*, t*nl ®oine just 
ind tl Ml i\ 1 1 in ( m ^nt, b is i it h llg since 
I n p'til t j pi vent 11 cmIs incident 
t' It --%u ^ov I inonl IS n ai' that bis mi¬ 
le st^ s T< X (11 im at h IS ils ) in intcrt st of nn- 
poitince t ittend to, in u •>dc'if KceoDceiR 
— I el I i lust'ucitv' to stile, on It 3 par, 
til t (’ ’ 1 t fh->p«s on e'l-ls to pieividcfor 
It lie I ''Mis 1 I Ini ittn desiring (O’ 
profit of I re jiiee vvlm h <’ )< s n I belefligW 
tlif n C'j ‘Mill^, te I'lepicj 'u e f a fru ndly 
power 111 seem II i, tl tni igi n t i prictico, 
vv[ leh IS OI I cM } be so highli mtuiious to 
th II dc lusi iig Its iiiJ mi/st V lb ab!»» inter¬ 
ests <v i\ suiuil !e I io\ 1 OI wjll be ^ado 
to ,ivc cfjinl jieiir t} to ibos of O Btitain. 
On this p ) in I un mihoiiycd to cntei into 
sue 11 in enga (.nuiit is will 1 vm pe luaded, 
b^ adequate to the ol i st Ibis great in¬ 
terest (f iiiipiessm nl, n i% been bierdtd la- 
all Itsicliti< 1 ', iS>ouwill p(j{.c VC, bv no 
pet ot the U bi tes Its eonnietion with 
theliU d'isiious inci ie it h, s bee n |>rodu(e 4 
bv an exiraeirdmaiy act of violence, of wh'ck 
ibes were the victims onl) lhat <ct, whjcb 
exhibits the pietercion in its widest range, 
bis become tdeiitihed with the geneial piuo* 
tice III the feelings u d sjmpaihies of tll 9 
tiHien, ind m the sentiment oi the govern^ 
nient I trust tbcrctoie, that his majesty'* 
government will be equally ditpoied to 

a© , 
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wp the whole subject at this time, and in J sentedf I ajn in daiIyex}>ectalion of receiv-ing 
malting the reparation which the p<iitic‘iilar| its decisioij^ on it Jhc moment is in many 
injury claims, pi ovidea remedy ti»r the whole j vie\rs very favourable to a satisfactory result. 


evil. My government looks to this eoinplefe 
adjustment with confidence as being iiiclis 
pensabiy necessary to heal llic deep wound 
which has t)t‘en infiicted on the na*tonal ho¬ 
nour ot the U. States by so great and uiijns- 
tifiable an outtage.— I avail nijself, uiih 
great 8 atisfaclion,>ot the oppoitiinity wbidli 
this communication afibid-., to .at knowledge 
the prompt assurance which you gave m« of 
the dispKiSilion ot bis niaicsly’s government, 
to make a suitable rcpauiion to tlio govern¬ 
ment of the U. States ioV the iniuiy, of 
which, by Its order, it is now niy duly to 
cotnpUili; and for the frank dl^avo\sal of 
the pretension on which it wai lounded. i 
hastened to transmit copies of those docu¬ 
ments to mygovs'rnmcnt, by vvlioin, I liust, 
they are by this time received. 

_ I 

Ms. Munroe to Mr. CANNI^^, i 
Sett (), (bOy. j 

Mr. Manroe piesents his compliments (o 
Me. Canning, and has tlie honour to inform 
him that he called at Ills oftic e ycsieid ly, lor 
the purpose of making some loni.iiks on the 
subject tre.iteil in the note which he ad¬ 
dressed, on the/til. in'!, to Mr. ('. Mr M. 
regrets that he had not the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. C. at that time, and rcf)iiesls that he 
will be so good as to give him .an interview 
tomorrow, .it such houi asaii.iy he most con¬ 
venient to him. Mr. M. will be h.ip.'y to 
fffttifi Mr. C. in the com.ti/, should • be 
more agreeable to Mr. C. to receive him j 
there. I 

Mr. Canviso ro Mr. Mi'\rok, 

‘ . SfcPT (), ihoy., 

Mr. Canning prc'Ciils li.s conipliim nts to 
Mr. Monroe ; and will be happy to li ive the 
honour ofseeing him at the loieigi. ollioe to¬ 
morrow at twelve o'clock. Mr. C. h.is bift 
tltis moment received Mr. M.’s note. 

Mr. Monroe to Mr. Madison, 

Sfpt. Id, I8O7. 

Sir,-— I had the honour to receive your let¬ 
ter pf July dth by Dr. Bullus on the 31 st ult. 
anddid not lose a moment in entering on the 
business communicated to me by it, in the 
manner which seemed most likely to obtain 
saccess The details shall be communicated 
to you in my next dispatch. All that I can 
state at present is, that the whole subject has 
-been placed fully before this government in 
ns strong an appeal to its inierest aiuf judge¬ 
ment as 1 could make ; and that as a week 
has elapsed,since my ofUctal note was pte- 


biU still is not in my power, from any thin 
tlidt has occurred, to speak with confidence 
ot it. joint negoci-stion committed to 
Mr, Pinckney and myself, was suspended 
by the'intelligence of the affair with bur 
frigate, and has never bean revived since. 
'J'liiit intelligence reached this about a week 
.sl’tei Mr. pLiiviance, so that we had only 
been able with tlv* utmost diligence, to fake 
the preliminary step of presenting to Mr. 
Canning, in conformity to our instructions, 
a pioject, and of explaining to him in the 
most ininutc*and comprehensive manner that 
we could, every circumstance appertaining 
to it No answer was given to our com- 
mnnic.ition ; the suspensn.’’ therefore of the 
negocintion was imputable to Mr. Cinning} 
had be answered our communication and 
pioposed to proceed in our negocialion, it 
would have become a question for the com- 
ini'.sion to have decided, how far it would 
have been pioper undeV existing circum¬ 
stances to comply with the invitation; big 
silence how'ever relieved us fiom th.st dilemt 
ma Permit me to pi esent to you, Mr. Jos. 
A^Smilh of South ('aroliua, and to refer 
you to him for much information, ofagene- 
lal nature, on the subject ot our affairs with 
this country. Having been long in Kurope/ 
and vjiilcd aim st every part ; he possesses 
gre.it infoi m itii il of the political state of its 
seier.il powers, especially of.Russia, from 
whose sovereign he received very distin¬ 
guished marks of attention. In much com¬ 
munication which I have had with Mr. Smith 
for a year past, 1 have found him to be ani¬ 
mated with strong sentiments of patriotism 
towards his country, and as he has expressed 
a desire of being personally kuowixto the 
pre-.ident, .ind yourself, 1 have been happy • 
topiomote his object, by giving him this 
intioducLion. 

Mb. Canning to Mr. Munroe, 

Sept. 23 . I8O7. 

Sir—thave laid beinre the king my mas¬ 
ter, the letter which I had the honour to 
receive from you, on the 8th of this month. 
Bef<)re 1 proceed to observe upon that part 
of it which relates more immediately tetthe 
question now at issue between onr two go¬ 
vernments, I am commanded, in the first 
instance, to «(^press the surprise which it 
felt at the tot^Somission of a subject, upon 
.which, I^iad al\eady been commanded to 
apply to yon for information : tbe.procla* 
matiompurported to have been issued by ihe« 
president fcftbe U. States. Of this paper. 
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on opon itAou pro- 1 ^tvious •jiithontj of his government TIi* 
^i*s» 4 dnH t)hi\ 1 ki w'edge; btyopd I piovocition which nn) have leiiovichatt 
tbe ou I «j I' I -kffi) Ic mfji- ict, wi hout such pi vious jiuh^^iitv, it it 

1, "loj III mtn itvijdf' e c iiinot ju'itih miy posstbn exteniiute it: 

It to b i'lth idle I f( 1 it 111 iiKlisptn- 11 (best ps \ In Ji hive been t lU inn rcprfesl 

•siblcdut/ tiuncM ivi ii i n y on (fiis suo tli mb thej < imiot altei thecln iciei of thA 

lect ‘ Jii'» iibWcr \ 'i Jill I) lutivi fi im o ^mil i t, ini) ind do miUiidlv nffect 

•* joins b^ < II evils 111 niio it (o tju sv.t- tveii <]i csnoii conci ihii^ the lej iralion 

tlement ot in n iissi n^vtnlil u ir s o iliib t i it On this « oii d it is, tliStJ 

fioin iheent on uci I ctwccii'I i 1 tt p id iiid | m’ii'l I am ciinmiiiliJ to ivpt,.t to }ou 
the V. Ik si) ilk" l be v'iok m lue (,> - ( vl it j tc Ji r as so sitisf ictoi\) th it 

' tion Ml in^ out of ib it t lu tn i ii ' tJi i jl id I’liqnililitd pictcnsiotiiy to 
fict, 11 ft I t tlini <1 pu 11 in Is i) tnc iii i sin; s (1 w r In dtseiUrs, isnntas* 

niuiinl I f u I) n n on d e tn Ins n i I r | '<. l» I i v tb s < ml i, I iin (lec'udi i ftrm 

tiicinii til I a I u t ol ins oibi I * aii'vtn | c nnnuin., in tb^ nifcieiiietbit tluiufoie 
will, til in ,11. n\ pit cl iiMi, I) so tlu nilioinl i b ii icicr of ibe lui who 
111 IS til Mivt noic <1 III I S itisbvic ^ “ wcic viobnlly t iki n from on tmard the 

tlion 111 I p 1 t> id tbit n; i ilion nil v “ (tisipi il c, in ilscs no pait cf tlic piesc'nt 

iiKii own I nils, ind to icsc It t) niciims “ <| siion ’ If tlie i ,h' to sc itch ships of 

of u iliiti 111 prev 1 insiy to an) di t p; li w fir dcscilcis is not in isted upon by 

f I to tlic Hiitislij, veinmcnt (it) I'lC tii s cotntiy, ji is not t( nse the employ- 

Jbiiisli miiiislei in Ametii I, f< i Kcii s in n i iit in I the dituiiuni ol Liitish nniine'* 
so f 11 th( Binisli pc V III 111 IS tn 111 r'to . oibinJ the iiuk im sli ps < t m\ sn c are 

• take sucli meisuies n to u nn*, ii d I > t vn j i n i r d as b s» injniiot i toys iid> G. 

sulei them in li csti tie of ii p nt ( m , Ji i i i tli m th ir ciipJoiniMit on boird 

wbicli ij aiknowl ’ It* line Ik cn i i- | in < ii tlics 1 (i, i iposit ion w lucb would 

n'Ill doe llicto I 1 1 )f 111 ships ol | li ■ n n st y n nil ) it is m t mlcnctcd U> 
wn bi longing to one of I tvo'itlbq tit i nl tl int s doisot G li iiiutniy be 

pniKs wlnle the sU is 11 v i < I tb i Ini ' jnsll, t nloi • 1 , le mi t In i t jiisent, nt 

'< tie prolct ted bv tile 1 11 )oi IS Git icjli d ti n bipsotw i b it m 1 \ ib it ledusf 

powci wo lid fiitmsb m 1 til i il of is, in that case, I ) Ik s i I i • n bignverii- 

c jiiiphint irfiinst tb It iiciitMl if ( isiicitl j inciu fioin govcrnnii nt, il ii it to be 
m lU) otben point of view b < is i i ( i smnnnly tnf u 4 b) ilic iiiKiiihor zed 

suie of retj ntion for B pR\ ( is i/i t ii I I (Ifiii tf my < ( I m ij tvs siftps ofwn._, 

so consideicti, it ( in ot bi i bt i siiy to II f 1 ' y fion iliis le s( , t, lint not only- 

tike itino ic(oniil lib iiij mint lit (I tnc the “ iiM i I tni ic*'ti ’ *f the nii n t^keii 

orig »al dispiV 1 ini tb i 1 ic, d t luily out of tli tbenpcily is m itti i foi con- 

toicpeattli niqnii), wii ibtr )ou iit n \ sj ril M, but tbit tb< tepii moii to In* 

emibled to decliie sn, tb t t^t ptodiin- mad In tlic Ibni b govtinmcnl to that of 

tiun IS to be tonsidciid as tl i ' ciiic ut the I ‘s ihs, v, «'1 (Lpeiid, iniong otfier 
of youi gpvcrnmcut > And t so, I am riinui n "s, on the qiustion whtllui ui 

fiuthcr (o iiup lit, w'l llici von ic ii iho- ut, wbn b the IJntisb > neini. i ^ \ utild be 

rised to iiotity t' int ntio i ot voiii gc ytiii . inslifi d in C isitbii i is in act oi ii stdit) , 

inent to w 111 li iw ih I pittliinlion on the* Ji d •betn ((mnillcl bv tliB gov iii'uiitoi 

Iiiowliil^t ol b s in iji sly s tl vywilolihe | tin H ^titcs (in r 'ising tfidncbi'-qt flip 
ail wbitb on isi mtd is pub c itioii Hie It iitsh sc m u in thin n<ii<ih» siivccj 
liglitin vbicb ’ ) 1 aie di i e'ed loippiescMil picv lousl) to comniisj ( n of in Ji.t i f hostility 

• adminl R ikk s conduit, andthedeicnu ot in i ih ci ot bis nuitsty Hit a(C 

tion wbith)oug cof the (hantorofiDe Ot the Bntish o*Iic..r wo ilu slill b in mui- 

nieasniti implied to bun—that “vlit acted tbiiiycdacf, and is such b ibl toe i iplaint 
‘ as if he ba 1 the powtr to nuke wai and* and do ipprobmoii, but tic c c, as be- 

* to dttide the causes of war , ’ suflic < ntly tween gcvtrnniLiit ii J vci,it c it, jv lokl 

evince the neress ly of coinpulnading be nntci niy \ ii cd-\t Un nine time 

^in ibis disen-sinn, all the cue un stmccs that 1 otki to you ibis < vp'ii ton of the 
wb th have ltd to or line f illo c-ltheoc- jinnciples u^cm \ ' sb his ini siy his ni¬ 
ton with the Ciicsancike I iidniottdiy the ri/ed in'* tod sc i ss w tb vc n ibc subject 

fill aUick in) m a avti nilsbip^it vir,*is*n tif )Oiii leprescntition, and tln*^ I lenew to 

aitiek of imstiltv, ant! tbe v»iv essence ol ' voi the issui iiires <f tie dispoii^ioo to 

tbe.eli IT against idmitai l/tUeyas jkiu ciibi' t'a distussum n tbe mo*t aimeahle 

repiPsciii It, Is the having la'cn v piff him- ' nn, vnd to biinf if to i eo'iebision sa'i* 
seHtueonin . i it of bo* ' y .v,. out lie ■ f'uu y to i c bcii i .*i d ta the feeiu 
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both countnes, it is matter of rcjtit 
thil* jtiu sionld haie bctn iiistnctid tol 
aniKS to the dermnd of rcpai imi (oi ilj 
attack of llic lo-opard upon iht Cl k , 
any p'oposition vvli u \ i usitciin t'li 
search loi Pintish semicn m imul int 
sestelt, d aubjcct, s^imh isuho'U u>urn 
nccted with the use of the I u pud snd iJ t 
Chesapeake, and Mhuh e in oiil^ (iiid to 
complicate ind tiibnii^s > disco lo i ,in 
iticlt of siflitunt dtlns<v md in j nluict 
—- In stating the giouiii*> nj < n wli ch )oi r 
gournniciit Lspec* with t jnliden.c tint 
“ the whole snOjfct ot impussracnl si ill 
** be tiKm up at tins tii u, and lint in 
making the tip^nlion wiin h iscliimtdfor 
the piiticuln injui) a’li l,il tobucbi,cn 
8t^t incd by the U Si i , ni tlu liti nn- 
ioitunate ti'iisactiin oil the cipcsot Vu- 
ginii, •' a limed) shill be inosultd lot tie 
■w 1 OiC e\ il," } on ppi it to h n ( iv c i d i ctl 
cd to assumi tintt'is (to! \ tl(.iut,(so h 
as you describe it) is tlie natuni an 1 
almost nectsbiiy itsult ot tin prachcc cl 
impressment ot Bntish snnun tiom the 
tturchant \csscK of olh i si ttis, iiid to ic- 
picsent the piiticulii irusictKii ml the 
geliLU^ question of impi ssnunt is " idti - 
tified in the fcclngs iiul s)mp th is oI 
your nuion, as well as in the sci tin ./f 

“ jom goieinmcnt’-With tvii\ it 

tcitoi due to th tcciin^s ot the pci] led 
the U Siites, lam ‘■ue you will uadi y 
allow' that those le^l ngs cinnot piopctly be 
cotmdciid j]s ilfcting‘tie* niciits d the 

-I'lhe fn I chilli I'ons ot i iliond 

sinsibility nny vci nitunli] li cc nmn- 
nicitcd an impulse to tlu p oi c n ol tl c 
Amtricln goicii inert, bit ti tb c\- 
picbd, thilthc) houid 11 Ic th Ith inte 
opu'icns and conduct ol (It i^oicinminr 
with whidt }oii hise to licit [ would 
faithei ob^etsc to si u ihai yom oo\crm i nt 
cannot reason ibly cl nni i ly ad\ mt in 
argument fiom th* csprcssid sense its 
own people, unless u It | piled it the sime 
lime to tike i j on ii i t i icsponsibihty 
(wlirhtre^ci t o dei'rc t iiMii ii n Uo it) 
loi the (uliige lid ind utu s ih wli ch 
upon the late occa* on, thit e\pre>sioii has 
III toom ny mst inces been ictoniji inieci It is 
bettei If r tempetatc reison pg .mdassutedly 
it rsmoi'ei Kantigeous for th *goieinmentof 
the Unit (1 btaUs, tbit the c n sidcidtion of 
populir teeliTigs shoe li I e whohy ointtled tn 

thiscli (Ussioti- J 11 light indthopiactice 

ol winch yoj are itisiri rud to fomptain, as 
irreconcil able with insiici, and iniohrabie 
in all tFeit puts, haco been cxcuised by I 
G. Biiiwn Itom thecirhe t igesot the Btu 
Utli natal paw *r, cien w themt anyquali- 


ficition ( exception in favour of nattonal 

ships i<-Ihc grounds upon whtch^ 

s tch a di% lutic n has ficen admitted in lattt. 
t ines, and nnon w'hicb, for the course of* 

II Illy I c ntiry, tlu c lowtl has forborn^tst 
instill t th c niniidvisof itsshipsdf ittar^ 
to seiichlfu 111 ships ot war for c’tS'rters, 

I h ivc du 1 h hid the honour to explai i to 
sou —And joi wi'l hue perctised that 
tliOsc* grni lids are w hol'y mapplu ible to ships 

III the lueichint setsicc ——lhat a foreign 
pi Ml will not, knovvingly, leinn in its 
iiiti il scnicef niatineis nitiii d born snb* 
j ‘cts d h s m 1 -ty, who mve been recalled 
by J I lie pi (1 mdifn, n ly bv tegtrded 
Is I p s gi pr nil HI II, out of the hostile 

II 'tic (t the act, and out of tlu pri bable 
cfrsqiLincs r> vliuh such an aft of 
Jiost hty must Ji f* But with respect to 
tnciclunt Scsscls, there no siuli piesump* 
t on. hen m ii ineis subjects of his m ijes- 
ti, aic employed in the pinatc stiviceof 
ff cign ndividuals, under pruate civil con- 
tiKis the king’s subjects, and the foieign 

III 1 Mill tis with whom they sene, entei 
into en igemt^nts inconsistent with the duty 
f< his iinj ‘•ty s subjects if wards him but 
to ihoso engagements the gniernment of the 
loitign nation Ins not unde itself a pirly. 
In s ich Cl e», the spec esof rediess winch 
tlu pi f'Kc ot ill limis his idmitted and 
snutiim I IS lint ot nking thfjse sulyect<r" 
It s, 1 (lit of ib( sc nice ol smh foreign 
iiuliMiltnls, and lei illiii'them tothedis- 
chir e (t t It pit urns iiui paramount duly 
winch tlics owe to liicii soceitign and to 
then country—lint tlu ixerciscof this right 
hivoIms some of the dt nest interests of 
(r Britnn, >onr go,cinnunt is ready to 
uktiowledge, md liis iccoidmgly authoiired, 
SOI to pi )po e certun legulations, which 
\f II appiclii iid woulii bt equivalent m their 
irtict toi t'lc jHiscmtion of the interests 

c 'll eiied -llicrt will be no indisPOs tioQ 

lure to inlerntn, at t tiioper imu, the dis- 
cUssinti of ‘0 il proj’OK d regiil itions But 
when sou rerol it tint iiniiy pnposalsto 
tills eflccl hue alie iiH been brought for¬ 
ward, ind h i\e been fou d whe lly in i 'raisM- 
bl« When you hue, your e t, recently had 
Decision to expcrii nee th-* vlihiculiv ot fram- 
jog any siiisfaitcty aiiangoinent upon tbc 
subject, with all the inx ety which is pro¬ 
pel ly fell by both goiernnient for the'speedy 
adjiistnunc of the ditkienee between them, 
and fot the “ heal ng of that deep wound 
" which >tni sfiiie to hast been infltcted on 
“ th.:^nation iJ lu iioui of Me United States 
surety it is (Ot wd. advised to mike the 
termination tint diiKnence, aid the 
bedtiug that wound, depcadeut wholly ou 
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the complete succc«s of an attetnn which has 
already been madi so oiieii, anavs hp,h Ii<ie 

liitbereo omfonnly f nled-i ow j 

reasoning sfaow^, that^ouau i *’u tf (It 
a^oie than oidiutv ditiituli} i^hicli u i t 
atten I* any arrmigt'inLiir iordii |i cvinduii 
of desertioii hetstecn two nitions \vh so 
sinitlantv ot mannertniKl h hits, i!i(I ss iioic 
identity ot langu ig , i U i j « c s , nmi) 
impcdi ucnts to the disiiitninnil n (t “ ni 

** tional LhauiUr ’-]o tlR*>e ciicum 

Stances and not (is jou alni()->t huii to in 
&inuate)lo noj peculiar h iis^ncss tow iul>i ihi 
U States, It IS owing, ihitth t\( c sc ot 
this riglit, as with respict to thiin, is 
necessiiils moieliequc t thin withitsjKcl 
to an\ oihci intinn , and islcH bv ilunito 
be m lie rigid ni I vexations Hut thesf 
circumstincts rinnot tnuiisU an irgnm nt 
foi the snspiiision ot the ex^rciie ot the 
Uglit with icspu t to Amend , nitUss it be 
conletult 1 , lilt ronltiplicitv ot ti uuU and 
d flicnlty ot detection ne ic.isons a,,iii)sl 

su->picion 01 motives tor acipn ‘ 1 1 nci-\s 

]>ttle foundaiioii i« ibat ioi il < mi'l int 
that the piactiie his euuanoniot the le 
rognition ot \iifn(ii iiuicptiuKnce, iiid 
th it the (h ir i( Ici t ( ll i c\cnl is itlc i tul I y 

Its ijitiumiue-It IS neiilieSHtorqsi It 

that these I iglit-i cxisu I in tiuii fullest foui, 
for igcs prcsi n s i > ih esi i')ii->Iiin nl of tin 
U SiUes as ai in li pe uli m ^ivcinnunt 
end It wrouU be diffi<.uii to eoi lut ili it il e 
rscognition of ihil indipeiidcine e.mhivi 
opeiated any tlimgi m tli s ’csniet, i nl '•» 

It CIM b* sh I vn ti III lel n iwl d ng (he 
givunm ni ot tlie* U Slit s Htiiin 
i ituilK ibdu itid lui o Ml ii’hts is i ui\ il 
])owii 01 unless tbcie wue in> espies 
stipnlitii Is, by \ 1 the null I Ml d pc 

bcriptnc us q s ot t* Hut in touu'td m l e 
soundest pniicip'es ot nUunl l>w, tlnmgli 
still eijfoiLcd ngiinst other in li pci lint 
nations of the w nil, were lob** sOspciK'nl 
whenever they niqlit come n coi t-’ct with 
the intciLStsoi the ftc'ings ot the Amen m 

pec ,)l'- 1 vtoiilc' 1 ow ICC I’l \oui altcnium 

to tlie I onsidtrilu i ot t'u q u tion icsport¬ 
ing the 1 lie tiansi ii m 1 » i ii th*^ 1 i op ml 
and mo Chcsipc ikc , w i li till lijo leeiipt 
ot yout kliti, 1 imigiii" to be Mi* only 
question actu'lly in cl -li s on Utwci ii ns, 
and m eonsii'ci itioii of tne di licacy •tiid 
presMng impoit me ot which, wt Ind by 
common con iMt, wavtil the coi stdcniion 
ot all other m ttcis pending betwe^n <nr 

two governmt its-Into the discu‘siou i f 

fbsquis'ioii I am prep ned to tiitei , wnli 
whatdisp IS non, on tin pait ot hi#mijcsty 's 
govcinpient, to fonsiiji tre tielinf,s'uid the 
• honour ot the U Stated, ii is not,iurcss- 
»ry tor rap bpic to dtfelire->-for jou lu'vc 


^OSidal Paptrf, ^0S 

your *lt done josilob to the sincerity of that 

disposition-Ihe ditfuultns in (beware 

of such adj istmcnt aie alie idwsraoothed, by 
the dis-icow ll Mill nt inly otkred, at tbeswy 
ciysct ot the* discussion, ot the gcreial and 
n iq'nl b cl pictt i su n to seiicli sh psot war 
loi clc ci' IS Jhtre icnnintd only toas- 
cctt?m the t cis ot the psiucnlat rase and to 
picipoi ion tl c iciiiration to the wrong —- 
Is the Hiitish «, ncitimcnt now to under- 
stsn t till* vou, sii, lie not luthotuedto 
entei into tins (]Lesti n scpintcly anddu* 
imctly , wit cut lining obtained, as a 
piciiminny c i cession, tlic consent ot this 
(Oil try to enter into discussion with le- 
sp c i to the pi II tice ot seaithing merebant 

vessels till disc Iters'- Whether any 

nruqenu t t n be devred by which this 
pi I tet ivii> ulmitoi modiliejlion, without 
pic I (lice 1 > the essenti d i ghts ind mleresit 
ot (j Bnnin, ts a i|u*slion which I have 
aiiertlv siicllli Hiilish government tmj , at 
npnqicr seism, he u.id\ toenteilim bist 
whcihci the consent ul Ci Britain to tho 
eniMing into tirli disinssion shall be ex¬ 
tolled is the pi M. ( f an irnnable adjnst- 
nieiii, as ih < oi diiion ol being admitted to 
m iki Ik ihu r b'e* icpir it on for an injiiiy, is 
t (,i esinin f I quite a d lie rent sotl,^ lud ofle 
will h c in be ms lettd no fiihciwiic than by 
mump) lilt d I fusil——1 earnestly tccoTi- 
mciel to von, I lure fore, to eonsidei whether 
the instinct 0 IS which you hive received 
tion your povtrnment, miv notk*neyoa 
Tt lib iiy to come to in ad|ustntntot the 
eit ot t'u leo'md and the Chesapeake, 
m’ 1 - (kill of the o''iei 'questioj^ wjiih 
vh It qipe 1 s to b ivr been um t'fSsnily 

com (tid-Ityoni instini lions leavt yo i 

t ) ' cut 01 , I c null t puss you to act in 
c 11 hetun to them In tint cw theio 
e m he no idv ml i ,e in pnism ig i disMisston 
wine ll yt u u'l^ not autlu ii/cvVlo conclude , 
an! 1 s'l I'l •) IV onlv to lejiet that the 
(liojsitum ot Ins unitsty to tcim tntc that 
(Jiliercnce Miiieibly ind s itisfactorily is for 
lie picicnt rtiuieud *ynivailing —In 
lint cas , his m jesly in pnisuinee of the 
disposition ot vv 1 ic ll 1 ( h is gi<^n sm h signal 
picots, will lose no tim in st mlmg i mints> 
tei to Am-* u i, tmiiislied wi'h neeessary 
msi tturns lid powers for Lunging tbit 
lit 1 Jiimnte itispnie to a c tnrki ion tonsis* 
tent witn till* him onv iubsisting between 
fj Hntun an I tie I Si ytes, but in order 
to tv Old the t leoiivtiiience which his irisetj, 
liom themistn itmtot your instrneuons,th^t 
mil istei will iio. I r c mpowi i d to enleitant 
IS < unnec ted w iili this subject, any propos{« 
tion t'spcctuio the search ot nicicbtint 
Msst'-,- It wil howrve*r, ho fit tBOW 
ibst rt J tolusiuajesij tokaan,thfttuyoft 
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reconsideralicn, you thijjk yourself duthort*. ] occurred i!»4he general practki^, a«by 

ed lo separate the two < 5 fttestions- 1 hope more avif I admontioi de'jved'lrom 

you will allow me to ex pi ess, at the sune J lileinridi it, thU tint nn odv be done with/ 
tm e, the siifttre plei®uic which I hoi lilt cftut by ,uoiiiiting to the source of the e\il, 
ftel in bdv iig to tnat with )ou, si, pu in l^pioiimng an idt ) nie lemedy foi it Ih 
sonally, foi the le est(ibh!>hiiii.nt if i d jii iiii ; t'ns gu it oojiit it ismydniy lorp- 
understanding between our two coui ti cs Jk u tint nn g ncininc'd'does i ot seek* to 

- roi fine jht i ii i 'v propo»«.J to the injuries 

Mr Munr-oftoMk Pinmnc, Si T ), whnhtlir Ij Sniishui sulFend, imi con- 


1807 

Sir,——I Into h id ilie hri on’* to ic i\'' 
your letter ot thi itd if th s n c dh, im 1 
shall tian'’niit it wilhui t del i\ on «\ in 

ment-Ipirrtui lyi wdhgi ii r, 

lint hib Hidinnii uiijcii) i gmiiiinui' 
uotdi posed to etdir into m an me n i f t 
this tune, of ill thi dilkttn s tint ! ve 
Riisc lelw tn our goviMu ^ , i put ^ 
the impuNsnient of sciniinliom Ann i 
vcbsilii bt Brdi h nu /cis, t iii it is wi In , 
to look to oiit >i)j ct «Illy, the 1 iti i ous 
Sion, anipioi k toi d, wti tlu ollnt i 
left ti dope lid rn fidini id)iidnunt Alt 
goternmci t hid p i sn n I (1 it 1 s 11 ) tt s 
govtnunenl would hivi s cn in the net nt 
and gicitir nijmj, a stiong nutive foi 
b in'’nig the win le s'lbjpi t into one mi w, 
and piovidmg for It tt til sini inne llu 
e\t»-ssts of the Ittl i onti i i i id I not t id 1 1 
revue k.) tiiC n mil if the idki n j nt i 
high SI use of foimei nijniiii, ml n w is 
reason iblc to nift th it tl it n n ( < t m 

sppi ibk fiom till pi ut c I ( si Ilk till 

Uiiidint fui'idiel so sti 1 in, in i \imp , 
would line pitiliiced hitwrin oin^ljuii 
tnents the mi st piompl ii<d fn ndlj toil 
laiion 111 tl e (II ms ut s ppi asm'll II it 
the V St ites h IV e bufit 11 1 i » l in i i i i 
bj 1 u cent oil 111 I line th ni ll i li 1 i n 
bfcfoK , ( iniit t h- 1 coikI 11 isi n, i ' if 

mil to be 1 111 liu f irdt 1 iMii; 1 It if tie 

others, cspLindv iitn it i ns ! d i' f 
they #vere dm I) in i li nn / m i< il I r 

commuditi ju nid lu ingi nit t ^mi Inw- 

ever, VO Ll iiUiin iie tint In niajisijs o 
veinment IS i iiwdlmg to t d i up S nl j ct 
in a com’ll t ll \i v, it is innKeissiiy ft r 
me to piesd—Yni isk i uiiici I in lu 
tlioiised to s^pirne tins hltir nnuknl tiom 
tlu gi It M prut e in 1 to tied t i, i dib- 
tinct topii ^ On tins j > nt I hive tost tt, 
that mj 11 tini tion , w liK h toexplied in- 
jom me to eonsnk i llu whole t ( Ibis cl s ut 
injuries is an citne suhjut, dindtid > 
intniiiteh in tluv toimuted in t’uirni- 
tore, th It It seems to St d flu idt if lu t ini 
possible, to sipuitetlii tii foi mv usdid piu- 
pose totiiiiti pnty My goveu nuiit b ng 
unit It 1 ) iltsir iiisio pi lie ill ii 1 itions of tne 
twopowiis on ibe vdid bisis ot ptt'v m nt 
ftieadbhip, L batuiuJ, as well bj unit h b 


Innii los iff 1 , b t I ' noils to (\trnd It to 
th' I whili ll f inohint 1 of by Gi 
l»i ' Ip 1 ll si«w 1 lb t b 1th 

1 •’ll Is II 1! ui f 1 11 ji I tin I ) t ri''nily 
j of l Ik III* t ( I 11 K tl I Jlld 1 s III ^uit 

nil ll w 111 ll 1 1 k »,( ll k 'Sf n is 

I • ' It IV V W fu »' L ll t ) I d( l II to 
111 til el i w 1 b hill privid ii de* 
' It f 1 llu I I -pull I n ll es, 

V ll I ' 11 o 'll 111 I (i o I ll 'i ^ I u I n - 

iitiT t do Milt ll i 1 111 1 11 III lespect 

to t'n (thtr, 1 1 tub t i' i ting ofeaih 
n itif n f n I s SI <i t* to si mi 'Inni s to ic 
mini I 1 ei m t in pu nr siite' H iiv 
nn II m i il nil m mis won'd i vit si tli in 
111 ! 1 int bt I kily topio i iol» Rut ni, 

III the pntii ll 1 oij et wlniii sbt I s in 
Viel tin 1 llel • llbtKIK l to 1 ])• Kin V ll II 
11)1 Us i mi in vvl I h cendd n t f id > ►'e 

II ire }) ( iiilvL, I jn i ewhili cn lof 
Ik n 1 J nn d m j i ni ij i vvb ili 1 s uv 
nimnit nii it es th t < In lo n , m < it- 
fuuit sent ll u t i i t' pilnstoiii' I'lei, 
to >T< tl tl (I I )it t it tin SL mil w Si i n 1- 
SJioi id I 1 \ iS 11 Sti' s’ sulvtisivtf 
rf ihi lilt in 1 T] 111 ng tl their tin 

I til 11 II I ii ' lupoHu —So nuieh I 

hull hi] to s It ni Old i lo 

) 1 ' 1 ) J 1 st 1 111 , be e UhI t f inj go- 

vu n II on th j les ntiinui on this 
gii t 11 1 u ly mill t ll I I I < 1 < f ni jue'.-'- 
iiient \villknowi Its ll u to luitiv ne 
tlK most fuel dU ulili iiswiib G Rritiin, 

I 01 It Slid ll 10 n iSli (Oil hii ms, it would 
I h Idj 1111,1 pel 'I It my doubt shot Id be 
Slid 1 d lo exist (11 tl p ) lit —A on inform 
me tint Ins iii )e ly ' is iluiim i ul in use 
I my 111 tl 1 n ms el) it j<iinit mofoscpi- 
1 UP tl i I £ i^,U',mn fiom tlu guiuil 
n ictii ot imp Sill uit toiiiiislullu bu- 
s lie s t ) ll t I "3 by 11 iimilln it 1 ) i iin- 
iiistcr Wilius nil oe suit ili tc with full jiowr* 
Us to tonciiide It lo lint me ism( 1 am 
111 from bung dispos’d to i nst my ofest nk, 
anti bhill immednlclj app’ise my govein- 
! 1 ll nt of ihe deiiiiui t) id pt it Ihithr 
siifh rfc I II flilies, I periepllj i,iu' w th 
>ou Ill tli^ opm oil, lint It vvould be nseli is 
lopmsui idisuissi n, whull It would beiin- 
pDssmle foi me to in mg fo i si d ictoryion- 
c'lision-i-It is s^ill mj diU tugiiet i ex¬ 
planation which jjou htVcdesntJ, tf the 
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‘'^ipotives Viiich induced the ^ aident to 
'adopt the measures announced in his j^toch- 
^njatjot), of the 2J July last Ho 'ever great 

tlw injury which the U. S bad i|reivcd 'ly 
the aggression complained of, it is just tifal it 
shgulJ be shewp that the presideiit did not 
lose sight 111 those measure', of tholucniDy 
relations subsisting between the twft powers. 
When the h()<>lile natiiie ot the attack on the 
CJiestpeake, is ttken into new, and the ge¬ 
neral conduct of the Biitiah squtdion within 
the waters of the U Stales, brfoie and after 
theattick, I am persuaded tint thcie was no 
. limit to which the ptesident would not lis\e 
been jnstilied ii* going, w'iiich he might have 
thought essentia' to ihc honuiir and safely of 
the nation. Jkfoie the uticksthc Hiitih 
I squadron had viohted the juiisdiction ni the 
U. S.by the imptc'-sinent of inen'ssithm it, 
■whom the commsnder hid lefUsed to nn- 
rendcr; and after the attack the attitude 
which he asstii-ned continued to be of a m i r 
menacing and hostile chaiai te’. An ut of 
hostility, it must be admitnd, justitir s any 
act of a like natmo tos’aids the parlj who 
commits It, 'Ihe tpresidenk, liowtser, did 
nut beliete that h.s majesty’s gottiiiment 
had authorised the conduct ol tin Hiitisli 
sqiiadion, and his nu isures were evidently 
founded on that belief Tiiey were moked 
b\ no ciicumslam e ol hostilil}, ot of wMalii- 
tioutowndsG Biilain, bit wee intended 
imply to pieseive older williin the juiisdic- 
tion ot the U S , to which end tlie iemo\ il 
of the Biitisli srpiadion without their limits 
becmic indispensable. Aftei tiie ads of 
violence wli'th had been < ommittcd by tlial 
squadion, it w is iinj)o-.sible tint it should u- 
maiu longer tlieie without im tc ismg the ii - 
ritalioii and widtniiig the li.eaih bilwem 
the twonalinus, which it wQ'. the euiiest ob¬ 
ject of the pitsuleiil to p'cvent 'Hu re cci- 
tainU e\isied no dcsiie of gnmg a piifn 
ence m fncuir of the ships of wai ot one bs 1- 
ligeient pailv to those ot annihei. Bdoie 
tins aggies-iori, it is well known, that his 
Britannic m qesij’s slops lav wilhiii the wa- 
teis of the Cl.tsapeike, iiid eujoved , 11 the 
adv uitages ol Iheniosifw uned nation , it 
cannot theiefoie be doubted that iiij^ovliii- 
ineiit will be ready to restoie them tw the 
same situat'on, as oon as it can be dope con 
sistently with the honour and lights otiheU, 
S.—i cannot conclude this communu atioii 
without expressing my earnest hope, that the 
differences, which have uphappily aiistn be¬ 
tween ourgoieinments, miysoon be settled, 
on conditions hononnble and siiisfaitoiy to 
both thepai.ies. To have co-opeiated with 
you in the nccoinplishm''‘t|( of so gieat and 
pseful a t^’ork., would have yeen bighly^utu- 


fying to me. The dispoidticm which yoij 
have brought to the discussion, and the sen- 

Iiiments winch you communicated on»the 
principal tiaiisaciion, when the first intelli* 
gence ot it was received, have inspired me 
w'lth gi eat confidence, that we should soon 
hue been aulo to bung it to such a conclu¬ 
sion. To have been a paitj to it, would 
have tcrnim Uc 1 my mission to his m ijesty in 
the mode which i have long and sincerely 
dgup d. 

Mh. Muniiol to Mk Madison, Oct. 10, 
IbO/. 

Sill,—I have the honour to transmit you, 
bj Docioi Bullus, 3 copy of my correspon- 
dciue with Mr. Cinning, on the subject 
wlirli was commuted to oy care, by your 
letter of the 6th ot July last. You will find 
bv It. tint the piessnie whu li hts been made 
on this gmernment, m obedience to the in- 
stiuciioii emit mice! in that letter, has leitni- 
11 'ted in ificiisioii to send a minister to the 
I S , to idjiist the biisinoss theic. What 
the powers of ilK.t minister will bej whe- 
th( I It IS iiitLiidicl to confine (them to the 
sole objei t of r« puaiion foi the special out¬ 
rage, ot to c v'eod till m, in case tin* propo¬ 
sed sepiiatioii of lliat lioni the gencwl topic 
ol impussmi nl is admitied, to ilic 'altei ob- 
]i(t, It IS not in m\ pmsci to stile Mr. 
I'anmo" Ins gitin m* no mloimation on 
lint ht*cl 111 contci( in e, .ii'd his note is not 
< cplint on it It sntc«, lint the minister 
who-.11111 be SI ii^to the f S, to liimg the 
d -.piite rclai ve to the all 'c'v am the Chesa- 
jK.iketo 1(01 hision, -.Inil nut bt em|.*\ve • 
t 1 t( ciitcii im, IS ( miici led with tliat sub- 
j^(anv pr«i>nsiiion it spelling lie scauliof 
ni( u il m ce-ssils—i Dicsiiinplion is aiuho- 
ii-.! 1 bj tiiO'ic t( I ms, lint inc ministei will 
h ivt |)()v CM to tu It on the m n oal tOjMcaf- 
lei till' s|j I il ’oiu* Is I'lan d. But it ig 
possit>li til t that |jifsuii'j)tioii maj li.ive been 
Ml e(| f(>r <m’ct,thti |iii!pi>se ot tlial the 
iQinis whcli cMiKil it,^ weie mtrodu id 
nnielyio i /locy llie idc,i« that tin mission 
should be coiilme.l to the special object.—In 
the disc h ngc* ()f ihisdilicite ?Iid impoilant 
tmsf, 1 tl cjiight tlni I slmuld he able, moie 
effectually, to piomotc us oiijei t, by opetj- 
lug the subject to Mi (' Hiring in conff rence * 
than by an official note As the attitude ta¬ 
ken by iny government, which was evident¬ 
ly su|>{j()rted by the whole nation, was of $, 
vciy impiessive natuie, itseennd probable 
ft mi the fevt iish state of the public mind 
hero, in regatd to us, tint a tone of concilia¬ 
tion which wonlcl not weaken thepressnie, 
would tic more hkely to succeed in obuun- 
ing the upa-atioa cktired, than ftn oi(^ciai 
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0 tid peremp’torj demsmd Under this im¬ 
pression, I had several conferences with Mf. 
CJandihg. the siibstm<.e of which, in eiih, I 
will endeavour to state with precision A 
knowledge of whit passed in lliese inter 
views, in aid of lh< t which is itioirled b) the 
correspondence, wiliemble > m to form the 
most concct*idea of the djcctof the pio- 
posed mission, that pics nt c icumstuicos 
Will admit of —Ihe lost inltiv tw, was on 
the 3cl of Sept as soon is it could be obtiir^ 
ed, after the leiciptot i«ur Jetfei cf July 
6 tb, which was on the »Otli of Aug I in- 
iormed Mr Canning, tint as 1 \\is!»od the 
discussion III which we were about to enter, 
to teiminate amicibly ,iid honourably to 
both om oovernments, 1 h 11 is 1 (1 c in- 
teniew, foi the purpose of pninolmg tint 
desirable end, that by esplainiug to eicli 
ofhei fully, in fiiendly confeiencc, the \icws 
of our respective goicrnments lel itive to the 
late aggiession, 1 w is pet sii idt d th it it w ould 
be more easy foi ns to an nige the Lusifiess, 
to the satisfaction of both parties, than b} my 
other mode which we could puisne He 
expressed his sensibility to tint winch I Ind 
chosen, and Ins leadmess to concur in it, I 
then stand in detail, m explicit tot ms, the 
rffpnatnfV) whidi my gnsernment thought 
the U S entitled to, and expected that they 
should tcrene, for the injuty and indignity 
offered by the 1 itr accession , tint the nmt 
t^cn tiomllu fiI ;lie'■hould In ustored to 
U , that the oflic(Is isrholiid committed the 
a^tession'■lioiilil bo cxii.iplinly ruin hid, 
thst I he practise of impressment from nici 
chmtTesscli sh mid hi suppress! r', snd 1 it 
th upII ition rotnisting «i those scieraiaCts 
should bi ainoiiiKcd to out govtinrnent, 
througji the mod on t f i 'pic il mission, a 
»6lenmiis w'u I th< t vt; u) <nr iiy tialurt ot 
the P '* ‘ dirly u(]tiic(l I o'j 

seried tbit is ihi u le si< n md the princi 
p!e on wli < It It ” IS / ji IK* (I, ha 11 etn fiatik' 
jydisiitVvid IS s( r<i IS known, b> his go- 
vtn ine,it, 1 wis ps’s'iadsd th it there coulfl 
bi'I o sttious objiHioii on t-« pirt to ipj of 
the sets whicl} u w IS tlesii 1 she uld consti¬ 
tute the piopostil It p ntiin that to tie first 
act, the Kstoritum tf th nui , thire could 
doifbtless be none is tin lets'th it could be 
done, ifter s th ar f tngt, would be to re- 
p^aietbel b "s fat is it niicht be pncti 
< able on lilt gi (und they held hi lotc the in¬ 
jury wis rtceivcd tint the ponishmc it of 
the officeis foMowed, IS i netessarj con,e- 
rjutiKt to the lihi\ow,tl of the ict ■ tiiatthc 
fcUpptes mil of the prtr tice of impressment 
fnvn tT! uhant vtssi Is Ind been niide,inciis- 
pensabh Lj the late iggtession for reasons 
wtneb Were suflicicnth well known to him 


I stated to fffo that the iUbde $1^ 

was dcfirei that the leparation shotdd M 
mide, by J special mission, was that wlflch 
hid l 3 *en aJ ipted by other powers, and by&« 
Bntan. her^lf, foi injuries less severe tlsai| 
the one alluded to, of which *I gave huh the 
cx unples furnished me in yom letter of July 
bill Mr Canning look a note of what t 
had stated, and made some general remarks 
on the whole subject, whith wete intended 
to give ins view of it, on each point, but 
without compromising hiinsHt iii a positu'e 
manner on anyone. He sud that, by the 
pioclinnti »n of the president, and the sei¬ 
zure and detcntiui of some men who bad 
Imdcd on lJu* i o ist to procure water, the go- 
VLin iiei t steraed to have tikcn lediess into 
it« ( \ n bands, he complained of the dtffer- 

II ce which* he snd had been made between 
Fume and Lnglind, by lestoiing deserters 
to the vcs^c!s ot the toi mcr, end not the lat¬ 
ter he insisted that the life aggression was 
an ait diffeieiit in all respects from the for¬ 
mer practiie, and ought not to be connected 
with It, as It shewed'a disposition to make a 
paiiicular I icideat, in whitli thej were in the 
wrong, instnimintal to an accommodition in 
a case wheie Ins government held a different 
doctiiue 1 urged in reply, that tlic piocJa- 
miiion could not be considered as an act of 
hostility or ret ihation foi injuries, though the 
aggression hid piovrked and would liivu 
justified any ihe siiciigcst act of upiisal, but* 
*as a mere mea^uie of police, whicli had be- 
cotiiH indispi iisiblc foi the presen ation of 
order within the limits of the U b , I m- 
forrrtd him thit the men who h id landed 
ftom the squadron, m difiince of the piotla- 
niation, and of the hw on which it was 
founded, hid been leslored to it that with 
reip'tt to the other point in diffeience said 
to be 111 ide in the case of dcst-rteis from Bit- 
tis'i and I rtneb ships, I w is unacqu iitited 
with the fact, but wassalisfu I if tin state¬ 
ment w is coriec', that the diflirenre was 
imputable to the local authoutics, ai d not to 
the nitiona] government, bit •■use as ihe U. 
b were not bound bj tieaty to restore de¬ 
serters fiom tie enice ot eithei intion, it 
WIS n tiprisamablc tint tiieir goiernmtnt 
w onJif Intel flic in the business. I observed, 
bowcvci tb t if such a pieference had been 
given, then was a natural and justifiable 

1 luse for If, pi (Weeding from*tlie conduct of 
the s([uadions of I'lance and England, on the 
cont of the U b , and on the mam ocean, jt 
beuig a wcM known fict that the forinei did 
not nnintiin as a right or adopt in pirctice 
,ihe doctrtne of ibe latter, to impress seamen 
from our mercham vessels 1 then djscussed 
at length, and ui|cd with gieat earnestness • 



